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Good evening and welcome back to
Kenilworth Road.

A warm welcome to Sean Dyche

and his staff and players and
congratulations for securing Premier
League safety. They have clearly had
a challenging season but they have
navigated it really well on the pitch.

| am sure Sean and his staff will be
particularly happy, especially in recent
weeks, but over the course of the
season they have achieved a good
number of points.

I’m going to keep my notes brief this
week.

Listen, I have loved this season.
And | am pretty sure you have as well.

We’ve had some tough moments to
deal with; a shedload of injuries and a
cardiac arrest to our captain.

It's fair to say we’ve had a lot to
contend with in our first season in the
Premier League — but | don’t want it to
end — and I’'m sure you don’t want it to
either.

So, all | ask is that you completely get
behind the players tonight. They are a
group of people who give everything
every single day for this club.
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So please give us all you have from the
stands in these two home games. Give

everything and we’ll do the same. If we
can both do that we know can compete
with anyone.

Unfortunately, we can’t guarantee the
result but we’ll be doing all we can to
keep this club in this league. | don’t
want to disappoint you or let anyone
down. | really want us to be celebrating
come the final whistle tonight.

Thank you to everyone who supported
us at Wolves last Saturday. You were
brilliant, as you have been all season
long.

It means so much to us, to me, how you
back us all the time, so while you’re still
with us and we still have a chance, we’ll
continue to do all we can on the pitch.
Thank you so much. | absolutely love
you all.

So let’s enjoy this game. Let’s enjoy the
occasion.

And bring the noise. &
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It only seems like yesterday that we
were heading for Brighton to kick-off
our Premier League campaign and now
there’s just three games to go.

| 'can assure you there is not a single
player in our dressing room who wants
this journey to end and after 35 games of
endeavour we still find ourselves fighting
as much as we did on that first day at
Brighton.

Nobody gave us a chance before a ball
was kicked, did they? As has been said
many times before, nobody here was
interested in hearing that. The belief in our
group has never wavered, even the most
testing of times. So here we are, with three
games left, and we’re still on target to
achieve our goal of staying in the Premier
League.

You may have noticed that | was present
at the Wolves game last week. It was good
to be around the boys and offer them my
support in the dressing room and beside
the pitch. Of course it was great to be part
of the matchday experience and all that
comes with it, from the banter with the
boys to the serious business of 90 minutes
of Premier League action.

| thought we played well in the first half
and were unlucky not to have taken one
of our chances before Wolves caught us
on the break and took the lead. After their
second goal in the second half we rallied
and in the final 15 minutes we looked a
real threat. It was great to see Eli back

on the field after his hamstring injury and
congratulations to Carlton who reached
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double figures in the Premier League.
A great achievement. Here’s hoping for
a few more between now and the end
of the season.

Tonight, attention turns to Everton. Two
of our most special days of this season
have come against the Toffees up at
Goodison so we will be aiming to make
it a hat-trick of wins against them this
evening. We have shown twice in those
games what we are capable of and
tonight, under the lights at the Kenny, |
have the utmost faith the lads will come
through and obtain a positive result.

I’'m glad this game has been chosen
for live television coverage and that it’s
been moved to a Friday night. | know
it'’s a bit of a cliché, but the atmosphere
here under the lights is completely
different to a 3pm on a Saturday.

This great place is at its rocking best
on night like these. I've mentioned it a
million times already this season but
the atmosphere against Sunderland
in the play-offs a year ago was unreal.
If today’s noise can match that, then it
promises to be a famous, raucous night
here at our favourite place. | know it's
hard but try and enjoy it! We can’t be
too nervous or edgy as that may filter
through to the lads on the pitch so
please join me in getting behind the
lads this evening.

Up the Town. &
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FROM THE
BOARDROOM

WITH CHAIRMAN DAVID WILKINSON

Good evening everyone and a very
warm welcome to Kenilworth Road for
this penultimate home game of our first
Premier League season.

Many so-called experts gave us little chance
of still being in with a shout of staying up

by this stage of the season and reckoned
that we would be lucky to not break Derby’s
lowest points total. However, not only are
we still here with three games left to play,
but we have made friends along the way
with our style of play and the entertainment
we have provided.

Whatever happens from now on we are all
extremely proud of the way everyone in the
Club, on and off the field, has represented
our Luton Town. The Premier League is

a very different animal to where we have
come from in the EFL and National League,
but our staff have adapted amazingly well to
the increased workload and professionalism,
which has been recognised by the powers
that be.

We welcome today’s visitors from Everton,
who after some excellent recent results
notably against local rivals Liverpool from
just across Stanley Park, are now safe
from relegation. As you will be very aware,
we have won twice at Goodison Park this
season, so we are unforgivingly hopeful
of being able to repeat the result at home
tonight.

The Toffees are in the midst of a takeover,
which is clearly presenting the club with an
administrative challenge as the club has
appointed financial advisors in relation these
matters.

All this, along with points deductions for
breaches of Profit and Sustainability Rules,
has meant they have had a fraught time of it
lately and have done well to overcome the
adversity on-field in the way they have.
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We welcome everyone associated with the
Toffees to Kenilworth Road this evening
and wish them a safe journey back to
Merseyside after the final whistle.

Among those making the Friday night trip
is Steve McNulty, who is one of our guests
tonight. Steve was a real cult hero, with his
performances in central defence just one
of the many wonderful contributions that
led to our return to the Football League as
Conference champions ten years ago.

We also have the pleasure of welcoming

the family of former Hatters and Toffees
favourite, Jimmy Husband, who we sadly
lost in March. As | mentioned in my notes
recently, | went to Jimmy’s funeral in Milton
Keynes and met his widow and other friends
and relatives. We are all delighted that, as
he had such a close association with both
clubs, that his daughter Jilly and members of
his family will be with us tonight.

Since | wrote notes for the last home game
against Brentford, | thought I'd give you a
flavour of what we’ve been up to since.

Last week, | accompanied Roger Wash

and Andy King to Ron Baynham’s funeral

at Bedford Crematorium. Ron was a great
servant to our club playing in our only ever
FA Cup Final and being the last surviving
member of that team. He also gained three
England caps and, it is thought, would have
had many more if it hadn’t been for the then
captain of England, Billy Wright. In those
days the captain was also on the selectors
panel and had significant influence, so the
Wolves keeper Bert Williams took over

and denied Baynham from being capped
anymore.

There is a magnificent statue outside
the front entrance to the ground, which
celebrates a man, who with his wife Joy,
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were the Posh and Becks of their day with
him being captain of England and her
being in the late 50’s girl band the Beverley
Sisters.

That segways quite nicely to our visit to
Wolves. Gary and | travelled up to the team
hotel on Friday, planning a Teams update
with the board about the stadium progress,
Premier League topics and football matters,
when Rob Edwards joined to bring us all

up to date on latest thinking, strategy and
injuries. It was, as always, a fascinating
session.

As many will know, Gary and | always try

to find an away fans’ pub enroute to the
ground so we can mingle with our fellow
supporters, which we did after being
refused entry, it not being evident that it was
home fans only at the first. There were a
number of familiar faces in what appeared to
be the only one in the city to be designated
to Luton supporters and it was suitably
rammed. We bumped into our police on

the way out, who were keeping an eye on
everyone but everything was quite relaxed.

Then on to the ground. We had to be in the
car park 90 minutes before kick-off because
roads around Molineux are closed.

It was a much smaller boardroom than we
have experienced of late with four tables
seating maybe 30 people. Nick Owen, our
former chairman and friend, was a guest
of the home team, which is often the case
with clubs in that area as he still presents
Midlands Today for the BBC. It was also

a pleasure to meet Robert Plant of Led
Zeppelin fame who told me he’d been

a Wolves fan since he was five and Bev
Bevan, the drummer from the Move and
ELO, who had also been a lifelong fan.

The result wasn’t what we wanted, but it
was reassuring to see our recently injured
players getting some minutes and a
much-improved overall performance than
against Brentford. The running stats made
for amazing reading. We were top in every
category, and as an example we covered
7,916m of high-speed running compared to
5,831m for Wolves.

Two days later we were then together
again at the Premier League Shareholders’
meeting at the Churchill Hotel in London.
As we’ve mentioned before there are 20
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Thank you for your loyal backing at Molinuex last weekend

shareholders with two representatives of each
club, all seated in alphabetical order in a big circle.
The Chair and CEO are at 12 o’clock and we are
around 6 o’clock, sitting between Liverpool and
Manchester City. The meeting was a continuation
of the discussion on a new financial model for

the Premier League, to establish opinions and
hopefully move towards a fair and workable
solution with teeth, which can be acceptable to all.

As we've said before it is a tough ask for

the Executive with such a disparate range of
economies, motives and backgrounds, from
well-established clubs at the top with European
revenue and massive worldwide fan bases, to
new boys like us trying to find a way of competing
in the top-flight. However, we are confident that
these discussions will soon bear fruit and hope
that we will be able to be a party to them in the
future.

Finally, | would like to pay tribute to Joan
Bartholomew whose funeral took place at St
Nicholas Church in Harpenden on Tuesday this
week. Mostly referred to as Eric Morecambe’s
wife, Joan received an OBE in recognition of
her charitable services and was the founder and
President of the Lady Taverners. In 2003 she
became patron of our Supporters Trust. Her son
Gary credited her with being “the engine room
that made the whole machine work”.

As we near the close season and the hope of
our families having more time together, it's worth
recognising the unsung partners and supporters
who help supply the love and stability at home to
enable them to perform at their best.

We salute you all.

“Where the roots are deep there’s no need to fear
the wind.”- African proverb.

Enjoy the game.
COYH

David g 11
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AROUND TOWN

EXCITING TIMES
LIE AHEAD

Three games stand between us and Pre-
mier League survival.

It's been a season in which the Town have
defied the odds and where we’ve silenced
our critics who never gave us a hope of
earning ourselves a realistic chance of
another Premier League season, and one
where supporters can play a major role to
continue yet another season of progression.

But it’s not just on the pitch where progress
continues. Come what may, we’re continuing
to make great strides off the field too, with a
range of positive steps being taken across
many departments during this close season.

Preparations are gathering pace that will
elevate the Club’s digital platforms, which
will improve our communications and online
image to every corner of our supporter base.

This will be a significant overhaul of our
back-end infrastructure which starts with

a new customer relationship management
(CRM) system which records the history of
everyone’s direct relationship with the Club,
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plus a new information management system
helping our media team coordinate the
broadcasting of a richer content for all.

These improvements will fundamentally
support the introduction of a new official
website, new official mobile app and a new
platform for social media interaction.

Furthermore, information on season cards
for the 2024/25 season will be announced
once the curtain comes down on the current
campaign. Memberships will be available

to purchase shortly afterwards once these
back-end systems are integrated.

We apologise for the slight delay in you
being able to renew your season card, and
thank you for your patience while these
technical renovations are implemented, but
an improved normal order will resume by
the time our new season kicks-off.

Meanwhile, the first of the final trio of games
kicks off under the bright lights at Kenilworth
Road on tonight versus Everton. Please
bring the noise to help us retain our hard-
earned place at the top table!

HOST FAMILIES
WANTED

We are seeking host families who can pro-
vide accommodation for academy players
next season.

As a host family, you will provide our young
players with a safe and comfortable ‘home
from home’, for them to live and study in
around their training schedule.

Located ideally within a five-mile radius of
The Brache, Luton, lodgings should offer
good quality accommodation, preferably in a
family environment.

Other requirements are the provision of a
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daily nutritionally balanced evening meal,
occasional lunches, access to laundry facili-
ties and wireless internet.

Full and part-time residential accommoda-
tion will be required over 10 months of the
year to reflect the football season. Tem-
porary accommodation providers are also
required for trialist.

We are looking for host families who can
accommodate one or two players at a

time in separate rooms. The willingness to
accommodate players on a short-term basis
throughout the season is also desirable.

If you think you are the kind of family who
can work with us to play a key role in the
development of our young players, then we
would like to hear from you.

To arrange an informal discussion about
being a host family, the application process,
and rates of remuneration, please contact
the Academy via email at stuart.cornish@
lutontown.co.uk.

Prospective host families and their property
will be required to undergo a comprehen-
sive screening process in line with our Safer
Recruitment policy.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

Many happy returns to huge
Hatters fan Christine Baldwin
who is here tonight celebrating
her 70th birthday with her family
and friends.

A life-long fan and diamond

season ticket holder, she has had
numerous favourite players down the years
but her heart this season belongs to Carlton
Morris and Ross Barkley.
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We would like to wish Town fan
Geoff Bacon a very happy 80th
birthday. A loyal Luton Town
supporter and season ticket
holder for many years, Geoff
came to his first match in 1953
and has been heard shouting
from the Kenilworth Lower tier ever since. Birth-
day wishes and love come from Lisa, Christina,
all the family and friends.

And last and by no means least,
many happy returns to Mick
Chaney, who celebrated turning
70 on 1st May. Love from Grant,
Emily, Rocco, Luca and Giorgio.

REST IN PEACE, PHIL

Everyone at Luton Town was
shocked to learn of the sudden
sad passing of ardent Hatters
fan Phil Slaney at the age of 46.

Darcy King emailed to pay

tribute to a man whose passion

for the Town ran deep: “Phil was
the most amazing, kind-hearted person, who
went out of his way for everybody.

“The best joke teller, a fantastic singer, a good
dancer, an incredible snooker and pool player, a
great footballer and always up for a good time.

“The biggest Luton fan. The most genuine man
you would ever meet and he will live on through
all of us: his family, his friends and his partner.

He was just... Phil Slaney. One of a kind. Quite
literally good at absolutely anything he did. A
beautiful, old soul. Gorgeous, inside and out. The
Best. Please raise a glass. To Luton Town and to
Slaney x.”

13
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Travel with confidence
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All the flights and flight-inclusive holidays are financially protected by the ATOL scheme. When you pay you will be supplied with an ATOL Certificate.
Please ask for it and check to ensure that everything you booked (flights, hotels and other services) is listed on it. Please see our booking conditions
for further information or for more information about financial protection and the ATOL Certificate go to: www.caa.co.uk. TUl is a trading name of TUI
UK Limited, a member of the TUI Group. Registered office: Wigmore House, Wigmore Lane, Luton, Bedfordshire, LU2 9TN. Registered in England No:
2830117. ATOL 2524, ABTA V5126.
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MATCH REPORT

HATTERS STUNG IN
HEAVY HOME DEFEAT

The Hatters suffered a set-back in their quest for
Premier League survival after being well-beaten by
Brentford at Kenilworth Road.

With the Town knowing a victory would lift them
outside of the relegation zone, Rob Edwards’ men had
no answer against the Bees.

Confidence was high before kick-off as Edwards
named a side containing Teden Mengi, Gabe Osho
and Sambi Lokonga but their returns to the side
offered the Town little as Thomas Frank’s visitors ran
away all three points.

The Bees could have already been ahead by the time

they took the lead in the 24th minute when Yoane
Wissa struck a fine first-time shot that flew into the top

6\“59‘1/ corner from the edge of the box.
)¢ ] = (. Brentford had restricted the Town to scraps in the
o
‘bo @‘b attacking third — with Tahith Chong and Carlton
7BALL S Morris closest with half-chances — and minutes after

Bryan Mbeumo’s effort had struck the crossbar Wissa
doubled the visitors’ lead when poking home inside
the six yard box on the stroke of half-time.

The Hatters continued to struggle after the break and

Thomas Kaminski produced a fine save to prevent

Kenilworth Road — 20th April 2024 Mikkel Damsgaard’s low effort from creeping home.
Town: Kaminski: Kaboré (sub Onyedinma 35), However, Kaminski’s goal was then breached twice in
Doughty, Osho, Mengi, Burke (sub Berry 46); the space of three minutes as the Hatters fell apart.
Lokonga (sub Hashioka 71), Barkley, Clark (sub Firstly, on 62 minutes, Ethan Pinnock rose to head
Mpanzu 81), Chong (sub Townsend 71), Morris. home a corner before Lewis Keane-Potter nodded

Subs not used: Shea, Krul, Woodrow, Johnson. home at the back-post to make it 4-0.

Brentford: Flekken, Ajer (sub Roerslev 76), Collins, 45 W Tov'vn fallediie phaglyceny noteworjthy éttaCk \
Pinnock, Reguilon, Damsgaard (sub Norgaard 71), response it was almost 5-0, only for Kaminski to stop
Janelt, Jensen (sub Yarmoliuk 82), Mbeumo, Wissa  €fforts from Kristoffer Ajer and Mbeumo.

(sub Maupay 82), Lewis-Potter (sub Schade 71). Brentford did make it five with four minutes left when
Subs not used: Jorgensen, Ghoddos, Onyeka, substitute Kevin Schade blasted into an empty after
Stakosha. good work from Mbeumo.
Attendance: 11,877 The Hatters had barely created a chance in the
second half but Edwards’ side did manage a
GOALS DN NN . .
consolation in injury time when substitute Luke Berry
Town — Berry 90+2 rounded Mark Flekken to score his second goal of the
Brentford — Wissa 24, 45+1, Pinnock 62, Lewis- season. &

Potter 64, Schade 86

15
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(“Q MATCH REACTION

CLARK BACKS THE TOWN
TO BOUNCE BACK

Midfielder Jordan Clark apologised
to the Town supporters following the
5-1 home reversal against Brentford,
but insisted that the club’s mentali-
ty to prove the doubters wrong will
come to the fore once again.

The Hatters suffered their heaviest
league defeat at Kenilworth Road

this season, as the Bees added three
second-half goals to their 2-0 half-time
lead before Luke Berry grabbed a
consolation in added time.

An honest Clark said:
“It was a tough loss

to take. We built the
game up all week but
were second best all
over the pitch and full
credit to Brentford.
They are a well-oiled
machine, do the basics
really well and have some
quality players.

“We weren’t good enough today as a
team, and we are sorry to the fans who
were amazing as always.”

Discussions among the squad had
already taken place in the immediate
aftermath of the final whistle as they
look to put things right between now
and the end of the season.

“A few lads have spoken and got stuff
off their chests,” said the 29-year-old.
“What is said in the changing room
stays in the changing room, but you've
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got to look at yourself first and foremost.
We’ve got to be men and we’ve got to bounce
back.

“We knew how big this game was, to get the
three points to get us out of the relegation
zone. It wasn’t meant to be.”

With the Town being just one point adrift of
17th-place Nottingham Forest, Clark warned
against writing the Hatters off.

“We were written off at the start of the season
and we’ve had that tag all year,” he said.
“They’ll probably write us off even
more so after this, and obviously
the Man City game. Conceding
a lot of goals over two games is
not good.

“But that’s what we do at Luton
Town, we prove a lot of people
wrong and we’ve still got the full
belief in there, in each other and
as a squad.”

Captain Carlton Morris echoed Clark’s
thoughts, before paying tribute to the Town
faithful who stuck behind after the final whistle
to applaud the players off.

“The fans have been incredible all season for
us,” said Morris “I think that’s going to be cru-
cial for us going forward because at the end
of the day we’re still in with a shout and we’ve
got every chance.

“I back myself and my teammates that we can,
we can do this, that we can get enough points
to stay up and having games and we’re going
to need them more than ever.” &&=

19
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Molineux - 27th April 2024

Wolves: Sa, Doherty, Ait-Nouri (sub Bueno 85),
Lemina, Traore, Gomes, Hwang, Cunha (sub
Sarabia 76), Semedo, Kilman, Toti.

Subs not used: Bentley, Bueno, Doyle, Sarabia,
Gonzalez, Barnett, Okoduwa, Chirewa, Fraser.

Town: Kaminski; Hashioka (sub Berry 66),
Doughty (sub Onyedinma 88), Burke, Mengi,
Osho; Lokonga, Barkley (Adebayo 78); Clark (sub
Woodrow 66), Chong, Morris.

Subs not used: Shea, Krul, Mpanzu, Townsend,
Johnson.

GOALS
Wolves — Hwang 39, Toti 50
Town — Morris 80

Attendance: 31,531, including 3,012 shouting for
the Town in the away end.
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MATCH REPORT

HATTERS FALL TO
NARROW DEFEAT
AT MOLINEUX

Despite a late rally the Town’s hopes of lifting
themselves out of the relegation zone were ended
as Wolves secured a narrow victory at Molineux.

The Hatters looked the more likely to open the
scoring after a bright first half-hour with Ross Barkley
testing home stopper Jose Sa with a drive from the
edge of the box in opening minutes.

Carlton Morris headed straight at Sa following Jordan
Clark’s left-wing cross six minutes before half-time
and the Town would rue that missed opportunity
when Wolves raced up field and took the lead.

Just 18 seconds lapsed following Morris’ header
when Hee Chan Hwang twisted and turned in
the box to fire past an exposed Thomas Kaminski
following the aid of a deflection and Wolves led.

Behind the Hatters’ task became even greater four
minutes after half-time when the home side doubled
their lead. A short corner routine from the right saw
a dangerous cross cause confusion in the Town’s
penalty area and Toti Gomes nodded past Kaminski
to make it 2-0.

Wolves were denied a third by a combination of
poor finishing and saves from Kaminski before Town
striker Elijah Adebayo was introduced to make his
first appearance since February with 12 minutes left.

Within minutes of his introduction the Hatters found
a way back into the game. Alfie Doughty’s left-
wing corner was volleyed back to him via Cauley
Woodrow and after Reece Burke won a back-post
header Morris crashed home from six yards to net
his tenth goal of the season.

The goal gave the Town a second wind as they
pushed for a late leveller.

Woodrow lashed a shot wide before Luke Berry
had the very final chance when his snapshot with
the final kick of the game was caught by Sa and the
hosts held on.

21
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(“Q MATCH REACTION

FOCUS ON SURVIVAL
CONTINUVES

Defender Teden Mengi says the squad re-
main fully committed to keeping the Town
in the Premier League despite falling to a

narrow defeat at Wolves.

Carlton Morris’ late goal gave the Hatters
hope of a priceless point in their bid to stay
in the top-flight but two goals either side

of half-time did the damage as the Town
remain in the bottom three with three match-
es to play.

“We’ve got three important games to focus
on now, today is done,” said the centre-half.

“There are definitely positives to take from
the disappointment of last week, we kept
going to end and scored the last goal but
we can’t dwell on it. We’ve got to look
forward to two very important home games
and West Ham away.

“We all want to play our part in this team

and we’ll do whatever it takes to get on the
pitch and fight to stay in this league, which is
everyone’s goal.”

The former Manchester United academy
graduate and the Hatters now turn their
attention to a big game at Kenilworth Road
tonight under the lights.

“Everton is a good game for us to look for-
ward to, especially at home with our fans,”
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he said. “That’s an advantage for us. We won’t think
about them, we have to focus on ourselves and go
into the game full of confidence and believe we can
beat them and stay in this league.”

Fellow defender Reece Burke, whose header helped
set-up Morris’ consolation, also feels the Hatters
have what it takes to get themselves out of the
bottom three.

“This team never gives up — the lads in that dressing
room have shown time and time again we keep
going,” said the former West Ham centre-half.

“There is a belief — there has always been a belief —
that we can stay up and now we just need to transfer
that to results.

“We have three games left, two at home and one
away, in order to keep this club in the Premier
League.

“We’ve worked so hard to get here and so hard to
give ourselves a chance that we must take it.

“It was disappointing to concede the goals in the
manner in which we did but we kept going, got back
in the game and gave ourselves a chance.

“The spirit in this group is fantastic, the boys know
what is at stake. We’ll move onto Everton, under the
lights at the Kenny and give it everything.” &
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The sun is peering through the cur-
tains behind Andre Gray as the Zoom
call begins while in Luton the wind is
howling and the skies are grey.

“Saudi is a beautiful place to live and
life is good,” smiles the striker, who
moved to the Saudi Arabian capital at
the start of this season to join Al-Ri-
yadh.

“| felt my time in England had come to
an end and | wanted to try something a
bit different. There was a lot of excite-
ment with all the players coming out
here so | felt ‘why not be a part of it?””

Time flies when you’re having fun. Ten
years on since winning the Conference
golden boot for his 30 goals in our
title-winning campaign, Gray has gone
onto play in the Premier League and
win caps for Jamaica.

“It's crazy that it's been ten years,” he
says. “It's a season that will always
stay with me. It was my first proper
footballing achievement. | still have my
shirt framed up in the house. Looking
back, it's probably one of the biggest
moments in my career.”

As sliding doors moments go, Gray’s
move to Kenilworth Road in the spring
of 2012 is certainly up there.

Playing part-time for Hinckley, the Hat-
ters drew the Leicestershire side in the
FA Trophy and Gray impressed in both
games, coming close to scoring in the
replay at Kenilworth Road that the Town
would run out 3-0 winners.
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“I might have been going to Tamworth
and the Luton tie came around,” admits
the striker, now 32. “l| remember we
played away in the second game and |
had a few chances. The next day | just
got a phone call and that was it, it was
pretty crazy how fast it all happened.”

Gray arrived in Bedfordshire at a tur-
bulent time that soon saw Gary Brabin
depart and Paul Buckle take over with
the Town needing a run of results to
even make the play-offs.

But the striker hit the ground running,
and an inspired run of goalscoring form
— that included a debut goal against
Grimsby — took the Town all the way to
Wembley.

“I'll never forget my first game — | didn’t
think I'd go straight into the team. |
played awful but managed to score,”
remembers Gray.

“But in those games at the end of
the season | was just in a trance, not
over-thinking things, | was living the
dream, playing in front of big crowds
for the first time in my career.

“We got to Wembley, which was great,
but obviously we were devastated that
we didn’t get promoted. Yet | was still
in my bubble, | was thinking just how
far had | come in the space to three
months.”

Gray’s first full season saw him play a
major role in helping the Hatters reach
the fifth round of the FA Cup before
going on to finish the campaign as top B
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scorer with 20 goals as the Hatters
missed out on the play-offs.

“We made history in the cup but the
ultimate goal of getting promoted didn’t
go as planned,” he says.

John Still’s arrival at Kenilworth Road
at the end of the 2012/13 campaign
signalled a new era — but Gray was
growing frustrated.

“l think for one game | was left out of
the squad entirely and | remember not
understanding why at the time,” admits
the frontman. “Obviously John

wanted to see different

players and in pre-sea-

son he installed his

ways.

“He was an experi-

enced manager and |

was young, but it was

difficult for me. How-

ever, as the season went

on | began to understand

his methods and why. | think

he knew he could get more out of me
and | think he realised he could do that
when | was a bit angry.

“l remember scoring against Woking
and the next game at Hereford | was
dropped and | was fuming. | was so
angry about it. | couldn’t get my head
around it. But after that | played for the
rest of the season and the lessons |
learned that year that have stood me

in good stead for the rest of my career.”

While the striker paid tribute to Still’s
ability to manage him and the squad,
Gray also believes the manager’s
acquisition of one player in particular
helped the Town to promotion that
season.
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“I think without Paul Benson | don’t score
30 goals,” he admits. “l was still very raw
and then | was never a traditional number
9 at that age. My hold-up play was not the
best and given it was non-league and we
were playing long balls, | was best used out
wide as an inverted striker.

“With Benno able to win those flick-ons, |
was able to play behind on the shoulder of
the defenders. He helped me a lot and we
played to my strengths — it was massive.”

Gray struck a hat-trick on his final appear-
ance at Kenilworth Road against Forest
Green to secure the golden boot — “I
played with a torn hamstring that
day and there’s no way I'd do
that now but | got away with
it” — and come the end of
the season he was on his
way out as Brentford came
calling.

“However, you know what? |
didn’t know anything about it,”
admits Gray. “My whole mindset
was ‘I've got back to League Two, let’s
continue where | left off’. In my mind | was
genuinely staying.

“Brentford came out of nowhere and |
didn’t even know it was 100 per cent seri-
ous or not. When | found out, it was just an
opportunity | couldn’t turn down.

“I came down and spoke to Gary Sweet
and we spoke man to man. It was a really
good conversation. | knew Luton obviously
wanted to keep me. | said ‘It’s not like I'm
not happy here and I'd love to stay’.

“But playing in the Championship was
something | couldn’t say no to but we
shook hands and left on amazing terms. |
think everyone understood my reasoning to
go and explore that opportunity.” EJ
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Eighteen goals in his debut season at
Griffin Park led to a move to Burnley
the following season where 23 goals
helped the Clarets to promotion. Five
years after playing for Hinckley he was
a Premier League player in 2016.

“That was like going back to school
again,” Gray says. “l was nervous. I'd
jumped three levels and never trained
at that level before and the fitness
levels were off the charts. To start with
| struggled but | worked hard and after
scoring my first goal | never looked
back.”

But while Gray’s career was on an
upward trajectory, the fortunes of his
former club were too, as the Town con-
tinued to climb the pyramid, reaching
the Championship in 2019.

“It was inevitable,” he says. “I think the
biggest hurdle was always to get out of
the Conference and for some reason
that seemed to be the hardest thing

to do. With the play-offs and only one
automatic promotion place, anything
could happen.

“I think the whole club knew how far it
could go from there, so it was never a
surprise to me that they would get to
the Championship.

“But the way in which they got to the
Premier League and how quickly they
did it was unbelievable.”

As the Town rose through the divisions,
it eventually led to the striker playing
against the Hatters in the Champion-
ship, including one game for Watford

in which he thought he’d scored a
last-minute equaliser in the derby at
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Kenilworth Road in 2021 — only for it to
be chalked off for offside.

“I remember getting a lot of stick for
celebrating but honestly | didn’t know
Luton and Watford were rivals!” he says
in his defence.

“Honestly, my reaction to that was
more to the manager of Watford at
the time. | came on and didn’t start so
thought | should be playing so that’s
why | reacted in the way that | did.

“And in any case, | scored for QPR and
there wasn’t a celebration!

“I loved my time with Luton and it’s
something I'll never forget.” &%=
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MEET THE TOFFEES

THE BOSS
SEAN DYCHE. A defender
as a player, Sean spent a
short loan spell at Kenilworth
Road in the late 1990s.
Began in management with Watford
before twice winning promotion to the
top-flight with Burnley. Took over at
Goodison in January 2023.

GOALKEEPER
JORDAN PICKFORD.
England number one Jordan
has been a mainstay for the
Toffees since joining from Sunderland
in 2017. Learned his trade with multi-
ple loans, including one at Darlington
in which he faced the Hatters.

DEFENDERS

JARRAD BRANTHWAITE.

Young centre-half who has

broken into the first team
this season. Started his career at Carl-
isle before joining in 2020 and has
spent time out on loan with Blackburn
and PSV.

BEN GODFREY. Central

defender Ben signed for the

Toffees in 2020 from Nor-
wich, who he helped to the Premier
League in 2019. Started his career
with York and has won two England
caps.

MICHAEL KEANE. Another

England international, expe-

rienced centre-half Michael
arrived at Goodison Park in 2017 from
Burnley. Came through Manchester
United’s academy before two years at
Turf Moor.

VITALIY MYKOLENKO.

Ukraine international left-

back Vitaliy signed for the
Toffees from Dynamo Kyiv in 2022.
Won the Ukrainian title in 2021 and
made his international debut in 2018.
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NATHAN PATTERSON.
Scotland international
right-back who came
through the ranks at Glasgow
Rangers. Joined the Blues in
2022 having won the Scottish
Premiership in 2021.
JAMES TARKOWSKI.
Another former Burnley
defender, James joined
in 2022 after six years and over
200 appearances for the Clarets.
Started his career at Oldham
before moving to Brentford.
ASHLEY YOUNG.
Hugely experienced
former England interna-
tional, now operating at full-back.
Started his career as a winger
with spells at Watford, Aston Villa
and Manchester United. Joined
the Toffees in 2023.

MIDFIELDERS
ABDOULAYE
DOUCOURE. Central
midfielder Abdoulaye

signed for the Toffees in 2020 af-

ter four years at Watford. Started
his career with Rennes and rep-
resented France at youth level
before opting to play for Mali.
JAMES GARNER.
Central midfielder
James began his career
at Manchester United. A loan at
Nottingham Forest saw him help
the Reds to the Premier League
in 2022 before he joined Everton
that summer.
IDRISSA GUEYE. The
match-winner in last
week’s victory over

Brentford, the Senegal inter-

national re-joined the Toffees

following a second spell at Paris

Saint-Germain in 2022.

JACK HARRISON. On-loan

Leeds winger Jack arrived at

Goodison last summer. After
spells in the academies of Liverpool
and Manchester United he made his
name in the USA before signing for
Manchester City.

DWIGHT McNEIL. Yet

another former Burnley man

among the Toffees squad,
winger Dwight arrived on Merseyside
from Turf Moor in 2022 and was
named young player of the season
last term.

AMADOU ONANA. Sene-

gal-born Belgium interna-

tional defensive midfielder
Amadou signed for the Blues in
August 2022 for a reported £33
million from French club Lille. Also
excelled in one season in Germany
with Hoffenheim.

ATTACKERS

BETO. Portuguese cen-

tre-forward Beto was a

summer signing before the
start of this season from Udinese
where he scored 21 goals across two
seasons in Serie A.

DOMINIC

CALVERT-LEWIN. England

international striker who
has hit over 50 Premier League goals
for the Toffees. Came through the
ranks at Sheffield United and spent
time out on loan at Northampton and
Stalybridge.

YOUSSEF CHERMITI.

Teenage striker who signed

for the Blues at the start
of the season from Sporting Lisbon.
Represented Portugal at youth level
since he was an under-15.

ARNAUT DANJUMA. Nige-

ria-born, Dutch international

Arnaut is currently on-loan
from Spanish club Villarreal. After
spells with NEC and Club Brugge he
spent two years with Bournemouth.
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GIREAT GAMES

A HATTER
21ST JANUARY 1989
AND A TOFFEE TOWN 1-0 EVERTON

Born in Ne! le, Jimmy Husband was a
highly regarded schoolboy footballer, and after
playing for England schoolboys, was left with
the choice of many clubs who coveted him. In
1963 he opted for League champions Everton.

Before our maiden Premier League victory at Goodison Park back
in October, the Town had not beaten Everton since January 1989.

At Kenilworth Road, on the plastic pitch in the top-flight, striker Roy
Wegerle’s wonderfully controlled finish from David Preece’s pass

Jimmy became a regular for the Goodison Park has the Hatters in front early on against the Toffees.

side, picking up several England under-23 caps, ) . 5 "
appeared in an FA Cup final in 1968 and won a With 86 minutes left to get something from the game the visitors
League Championship medal in 1970. He would can’t break the Town down and Les Sealey and his defence keep
doubtless have picked up a full England cap but a clean sheet.

manager Alf Ramsey was averse to using wingers ) . ) .
which was where he predominately played at the Town: Sealey, Breaker, Grimes, Foster, Dreyer, Preece, Wilson, Hill,

time. Black, Harford, Wegerle. Sub: Dowie, Johnson.

Jimmy was fast and skilful with an eye for goal
and became Luton manager Harry Haslam’s

final piece in the jigsaw, in December 1973, CLASSlc
KIT

as the Hatters sought successfully to win
promotion to the top flight.

Scorer of many vital goals during that season It's Umbro, it's shades of our 1991/92
and the next four years for the Town, Jimmy. home shirt and, yes okay it's yellow, but

finished his career, along with many others, in Aecieapty 90s and if we dom't see this in
e, 9 Y ] the away tonight we’d be baffled. You've
HeERoni Ameripgr Sogter Logdlie, just got to admire zigzags on any shirt, let

His record of 48 goals in 162 first team games alone afootball shirt for a top-flight club.

in Hatters colours confirmed his value to a side
containing the likes of John Aston, Jim Ryan,

Peter Anderson and the Futcher twins.
CULT HERO:
On his return to the UK, Jimmy settled in mid- TONY

Bedfordshire where he ran a pub and was

a welcome guest of the club in 2005 for the HIBBERT

Kenilworth Road Centenary celebrations. The Toffees faithful have adored
Jimmy sadly passed away in March with tributes hundreds of players down the years
flowing from the Town and Everton. Jimmy’s but surely none more so than one-
daughter Jilly and members of his family are club-man Tony Hibbert. Known for
guests of ours this evening. his down-to-earth demeanour, the

Liverpool-born right-back made his

Other players to have sported the strips of both 7 y /
debut in against West Ham in March

sides include, of course, our own Ross Barkley

and Andros Townsend as have the likes of Don 2001 and went on to make 328
Hutchison, Mark Pembridge, Andy King and appearances in the blue and white
Mike Newell. before retiring in 2016.
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After finishing the 1986/87 campaign in
seventh spot in the top flight, the club’s
highest ever position, everything seemed
rosy in the Kenilworth Road garden with
hopes of an even higher placing in the
season to follow.

Being a Luton Town supporter has never
been dull though, with fans always expect-
ing the unexpected, but even they were
shocked to hear that manager John Moore
had decided to resign because he had
become increasingly uncomfortable with
such a high profile job. He was also upset
with criticism of the Town’s style of play and
was fed up with the constant media con-
demnation of the club’s artificial pitch and
the stance taken with the banning of away
supporters.

Moore’s assistant, Ray Harford, was offered
the job and did not need asking twice. His
first foray into the transfer market saw Dan-
ny Wilson arrive from Brighton for £150,000
but he was then powerless to prevent
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ROGER WASH

midfield anchorman Peter Nicholas leave for
Aberdeen, and the guarantee of European
football, for £350,000.

The Town faced newly promoted Derby at
the Baseball Ground on the opening day

of the new season but within five minutes
striker Mick Harford had been dismissed for
‘serious foul play’ — a robust tackle on Rams
defender Mel Sage. The ten men could not
hold out and went down 1-0, as they did

in their second game which saw Coventry
return from Kenilworth Road with all three
points.

The Hatters managed to pick up only two
points from their opening five games and

it was clear to see that manager Harford’s
preferred 4-4-2 system was not working. For
game six, a difficult trip to bogey side Ox-
ford, it was decided to revert to the players’
favoured all out attacking formation with the
modification bringing about an immediate,
and amazing, change in fortune.
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The Town had not beaten Oxford in their
four previous top flight meetings but this
time they went goal crazy, winning 5-2 in
their biggest ever away victory in Division
One. TV cameras broadcast the game,
which was Oxford’s heaviest home defeat
since entering the Football League in 1962,
to 41 countries across the world!

The grey clouds that had been gathering
over Kenilworth Road suddenly lifted with
his remarkable victory and everyone now
looked forward to the visit of champions
Everton the following Saturday.

The Toffees had also gone through a
managerial upheaval during the summer
with Howard Kendall moving to Athletic
Bilbao to be replaced by his number two
Colin Harvey. They had started the season
in less than championship winning form
with a string of draws but were still handily
placed to make a bid for their third title in
four years.

Everton, though, had an intense dislike for
the Town’s artificial surface having lost at
Kenilworth Road in both League games
since the carpet was laid. It was probably
the moaning of Kendall together with his
Merseyside compatriot at Liverpool, Kenny
Dalglish, that had stirred up the press to
ridiculous proportions.

Worried about the aerial threat of Mick
Harford, new Everton boss Harvey ordered
his defenders to push out to keep him at
long range. Ray Harford was aware of this
and decided to vary the Town'’s style to an
unfamiliar long ball game throwing in high
crosses at every opportunity.

The game plan eventually worked a treat
but not without its difficulties along the way.
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After only five minutes Ashley Grimes fouled Ever-
ton’s Peter Reid with the resulting free-kick being
uncharacteristically missed by Mal Donaghy, forcing
goalkeeper Les Sealey into a desperate blocking
save with the rebound hammered into the roof of
the net by Neil Pointon.

The Town responded well to this setback and only
a wonder save from Neville Southall in the Everton
goal prevented a bullet header from Harford level-
ling the score. The equaliser was not long in coming
though with Harford showing his strength in shield-
ing the ball and waiting to lay it off for Brian Stein to
lash in a shot from 20 yards.

Harford was then lucky to only receive a yellow

card for scything down Reid with a late, high tackle,
kicking central defender Dave Watson in retaliation
and having a skirmish with future Hatter Alan Harper
all in quick succession.

Luton were glad that Harford remained on the pitch,
though, as he forced Pat Van Den Hauwe into weak
defensive header early in the second half which was
clinically dispatched past Southall by Ricky Hill.

Everton brought on two tall substitutes and went for
broke after this but the Luton defence held firm for a
well merited victory.

Unlike his predecessor, Everton’s Colin Harvey
showed good grace and admitted that it was not the
artificial surface that had beaten his side but Mick
Harford.

Luton Town: Sealey, Breacker, Grimes, Hill, Foster,
Donaghy, Danny Wilson, Brian Stein, Harford, Nwa-
jiobi (sub Mark Stein), Preece (sub Rob Johnson).

Everton: Southall, Harper, Van Den Hauwe, Ratcliffe,

Watson, Reid, Steven, Heath, Adams (sub Marshall),
Snodin, Pointon (sub Mountfield).
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VIEW FROM THE OAK ROAD

DARREN GRIFFITHS STARTED WORKING FOR EVERTON IN
1995 AND HE WILL BE AT KENILWORTH ROAD TONIGHT,
COMMENTATING FOR EVERTONFC.COM. IN THAT TIME HE’S
WITNESSED PLENTY BEHIND THE MIC - HERE HE EXPLAINS
HOW MUCH THE TOFFEES MEAN TO HIM.

What does it mean to be an
Everton supporter?

You have to accept that life is going
to be a roller-coaster! The path of
an Evertonian is never a smooth
one! We take the ups and the
downs and we deal with them.

How important is watching
Everton to you and why?

Like every fan of every football
club, it's a massive part of my life. |
have been truly privileged to have
worked for Everton for so long. The
memories I've got are priceless. |
have covered over 1,000 games,
home and away, home and abroad,
and | still look forward to every
single one of them.

Describe how the ups and downs
of following the Toffees have
impacted your life.

21 Everton PL.indd 38

The last few years have been
tough, there’s no getting away from
that. Sleepless nights worrying
about results and outcomes. Sitting
in the kitchen at 3am checking
what fixtures other teams have

got left. Every Blue will know the
feeling!

Of all the players that have worn
the blue and white, who stands
out for you and why?

I’'m lucky enough to be good
friends with most of the players |
used to cheer from the terraces.
Obviously, the lads of 1985 stand
out. Our best team ever... and you'd
struggle to pick a favourite. Seamus
Coleman has been unbelievable
for our football club. To see him
grow and develop from a shy

kid from Ireland into a massively
inspirational leader has been such
a pleasure.
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What matches against Luton do
you remember?

The games in the mid-1980s
tended to be feisty affairs for some
reason. Peter Reid tells a lovely
story about when he made the big
mistake of mocking Mick Harford
after Everton received the league
championship trophy at the end

of a game against Luton. Mick
waited for him in the players tunnel
and Reidy had to do three laps of
honour! The 1985 FA Cup semi-final
is obviously a stand-out. Everton
were on the cusp of losing when a
Kevin Sheedy pea-roller somehow
found the bottom corner with four
minutes left. There was only going
to be one winner after that.

Can you put into words the
feeling of being an Everton fan
right now? How do your gauge
your level of expectations?

We’ve made progress this season.
Good progress. Now that shouldn’t
be the level of our ambition,

but it's where we are. We had

an unbelievable week beating
Nottingham Forest, Liverpool and
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Brentford — and | doubt many
Evertonians expected that. The
atmosphere in all three was just
fabulous. The fans have been
fantastic, especially in the last three
seasons.

How has life supporting Everton
changed during your lifetime
following the club?

Football has changed — not just
watching Everton. It’s a different
sport from the one | started
watching in the 1970s. | love
watching the old matches on the
television.

Finally, what’s your favourite ever
Everton game and why?

It has to be the European Cup
Winners’ Cup semi-final against
Bayern Munich at Goodison Park

in 1985. The atmosphere, the
performance and just what it meant
to us made for a special, special
night. Coming from 2-0 down to
beat Crystal Palace two seasons
ago comes close though!

39

01/05/2024 16:22



1: JAMES SHEA
P:UNAVALBLE
H:LTDSA
A AVALABLE

T. AVAILABLE
TW: AVAILABLE

5: MADS ANDERSEN

PLATINUM
AVAILABLE

TW: AVAILABLE

9: CARLTON MORRIS

TW: AVAILABLE

13: MARVELOUS NAKAMBA

TW: AVAILABLE

17: PELLY RUDDOCK MPANZU

T: Scandinavian Hatters
TW: AVAILABLE

21: JOHN MCATEE

PLATINUM
AVAILABLE

H: AVAILABLE
A AVAILABLE
T. AVAILABLE
TW: AVAILABLE

28: ALBERT SAMBI LOKONGA
H: UNAVAILABLE
A AVAILBBLE

T. AVAILABLE
TW: AVAILABLE

ROB EDWARDS
H: AVAILABLE
A
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2: GABE 0SHO

P: UNAVAILABLE

H: LTFC Fool

A: Corey & Sheryl Mayes
T. AVAILABLE

TW: AVAILABLE

6: ROSS BARKLEY

PLATINUM
AVAILABLE

TW: HIB Ltd

10: CAULEY WOODROW
H: Howdens Joinery Luton
A: AVAILABLE

T: AVAILABLE

TW: AVAILABLE

14: TAHITH CHONG

PLATINUM
AVAILABLE
TW: Beau Reilly

: First Response Fire Safety

UK Ltd
T. Keith Elkington Transport
WAILABLE

18: JORDAN CLARK
H: Chris & Alex Browne
TW:A

23: TIM KRUL

PLATINUM
AVAILABLE

H: AVAILABLE
A AVAILABLE
T. AVAILABLE
TW: AVAILABLE

29: AMARI’I BELL

H:AB.S Thermal Insulation LTD
A: Bobbers Travel Club

T. Bartham Group
TW: AVAILABLE

MICK HARFORD

@

DAN POTTS

P: UNAVAILABLE
H: Doug Knight
JAILABLE
JAILABLE
TW: AVAILABLE

7: CHIEDOZIE OGBENE

PLATINUM
AVAILABLE
TW: AVAILABLE

11: ELIJAH ADEBAYO

H: WHOSH

A SAM Beast Consulting Ltd
11981 Events

TW: AVAILABLE

15: TEDEN MENGI

P: AVAILABLE
H: AVAILABLE
A: AVAILABLE
T. AVAILABLE
TW: AVAILABLE

19: JACOB BROWN
H: UNAVALLABLE

T. AVAILABLE
TW: AVAILABLE

24: THOMAS KAMINSKI

PLATINUM
AVAILABLE

H: AVAILABLE
A AVAILABLE
T.AVAILABLE
TW: AVAILABLE

45: ALFIE DOUGHTY

4:TOM LOCKYER

H: H Block Con Clubbers

A: You'll Never Take the Maple
T. SAM Beast Consulting Ltd
TW: AVAILABLE

8: LUKE BERRY

IAVAILABLE

H: Gill, Julie, Neil & Yvonne

A:Liz Evans

T. AVAILABLE
TW: AVAILABLE

12: 1SSA KABORE

PLATINUM

AVAILABLE

TW: AVAILABLE

16: REECE BURKE

P: UNAVAILABLE

H: DLA Driving School
A:Temple Flooring LTD

T. AVAILABLE

TW: AVAILABLE

20: LOUIE WATSON

27: DAIKI HASHIOKA

O F »

H: Kevin Lennon O :

A: Bobberss Travel Club PO C

T. TP Extrusions Ltd T

TV NALBLE ALL TH

oMM

U 8 a

OR f

SIMON PARSELL O

O O

H: Bobbers Travel Club
A

PLATINUM
AVAILABLE

H: AVAILABLE

A: AVAILABLE
T.AVAILABLE

TW:AVALSBLE
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OUR LAST HOME GAME HERE
IN THE PREMIER LEAGUE
AGAINST BRENTFORD MIGHT
HAVE BEEN A RESULT TO
FORGET BUT OUR SPON-
SORS AND MASCOTS STILL
HAD PLENTY OF FUN DE-
SPITE THE DEFEAT.

Chairman David Wilkinson was on hand to do the
presentation honours post-match with our match and
matchball sponsors in the Eric Morecambe lounge.

We also had the pleasure of hosting 11 home mascots for
the game who enjoyed their experience at Kenilworth
Road. They each got to meet their favourite players
pre-match before lining up with the captains and officials
moments before kick-off.

Today we have the pleasure of welcoming match spon-
sor Abacus Workplace Supplies and five mascots. We
wish you all a wonderful afternoon with us.

Match sponsor:

Our commercial packages make for an unforgettable matchday experience. To find out more about
Mascots, match sponsorships and other opportunities, contact commercial@lutontown.co.uk
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MUSCLES®UAD

www.musclesquad.com

10% discount off all products using code LUTON10

44
4.8 out of 5 Based on 5,401 reviews
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2001

The end of a sorry 2000/01
campaign had seen Joe Kinnear

3RD MAY unable to keep the Hatters in
DO ANY OF THESE Division Two (now League One)
GAMES STRIKE A with relegation confirmed well before a mid-

>
CHORD WITH YOU? week trip to Brentford. Meaningless maybe but
it was a game that had everything. Goalkeeper

2012 Mark Ovendale was sent off after 76 seconds

On the Town’s last out- but debutant substitute Scott Ward saved

ing on this day, we were Lloyd Owusu’s penalty. Despite being down to

victorious in a 2-0 win over ten men the Town lead 2-0 with Steve Howard
Wrexham in the Conference play- scoring from 50 yards and Paul McLaren dou-

offs. Under manager Paul Buckle, the bling the lead. The Bees fight back, however,
Hatters surged into a two-goal lead at ~ and it ends all square.

half-time thanks to goals from Stuart
Fleetwood and Andre Gray. While the 1986
Hatters would lose the second leg 2-1, In a gentle end of season game,
they would progress to Wembley but the teams do not show much
there any dreams of a return to the effort in front of a bored crowd
Football League would be dashed by of over 20,000. Emeka Nwajiobi
York and a very iffy offside decision. is put clear by Ricky Hill to slot home to equal-
ise the opening goal but the hosts hit back.
2010 Manchester City manager Billy McNeill thinks
Mentioned elsewhere in his side could have won, but neither team
this issue, the Hatters were ~ deserved the three points.
on the receiving end of
a play-off defeat at York. 1980
Having finished in second place behind Bob Hatton, making his
Stevenage the Town went into the first last appearance for the
leg full of confidence yet a late goal Town, scores two brilliant
from Richard Brodie earned the Min- first half goals, which en-

stermen a 1-0 win. York won the second ables the Hatters to end the season on a high
leg by the same scoreline to condemn  note. After taking an early lead, Newcastle

the Town to a second season in the are gifted an equaliser following some sloppy
fifth tier. York would lose to Oxford in play, to give them an undeserved share of the
the final. points.

21 Everton PL.indd 45 01/05/2024 16:22



THE CAMERA
NEVER LIES

Everton goalkeeper Jimmy O’Neill punches the ball clear watched by
Gordon Turner and Jimmy Adam in close attendance. Both players
later managed to score in the 2-2 draw at a boggy Kenilworth Road in
December 1955.

Roger Wash
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AIDAN FRANCIS-CLARKE

H: AVAILABLE
A: AVAILABLE
T. AVAILABLE

JACK BATESON

H: FORMBY HATTERS
A AVAILABLE
T. AVAILABLE

JAYDEN LUKER

H: AVAILABLE
A AVAILABLE
T. AVAILABLE

OLIVER LYNCH

H: AVAILABLE
A AVAILABLE
T. AVAILABLE

JOE JOHNSON

H: Stacey Peck
A: AVAILABLE
T. AVAILABLE

JAMIE ODEJAH

H: AVAILABLE
A: AVAILABLE
T. AVAILABLE

DYLAN STITT

H: AVAILABLE
A: AVAILABLE
T. AVAILABLE

MATTHEW TAKAWIRA

H: AVAILABLE
A: AVAILABLE
T AVAILABLE

TATE XAVIER-JONES

H: AVAILABLE
A: AVAILABLE
T. AVAILABLE

CAI HOCKEY

H: AVAILABLE
A: AVAILABLE
T AVAILABLE
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ARCHIE HERON

H: AVAILABLE
A AVAILABLE
T. AVAILABLE

JACOB PINNINGTON

H: AVAILABLE
A: AVAILABLE
T. AVAILABLE

JOSH ALLEN

H: AVAILABLE
A: AVAILABLE
T. AVAILABLE

TOBIAS BRANEY

H: AVAILABLE
A: AVAILABLE
T. AVAILABLE

CHARLIE EMERY

H: AVAILABLE
A: AVAILABLE
T. AVAILABLE

ISAIAH HARVEY

H: AVAILABLE
A: AVAILABLE
T. AVAILABLE

MAX SCOTT

H: AVAILABLE
A: AVAILABLE
T. AVAILABLE

TYRELL GIWA

H: AVAILABLE
A: AVAILABLE
T. AVAILABLE

CLAUDE KAYIBANDA

H: AVAILABLE
A AVAILABLE
T. AVAILABLE

AXEL PIESOLD

H: AVAILABLE
A: AVAILABLE
T. AVAILABLE

JAKE BURGER

H: AVAILABLE
A AVAILABLE
T. AVAILABLE

JOSHUA ODELL-BATURE

H: AVAILABLE
A: AVAILABLE
T. AVAILABLE

ZACK NELSON

H: AVAILABLE
A: AVAILABLE
T. AVAILABLE

CHARLIE TRUSTRAM

H: AVAILABLE
A: AVAILABLE
T. AVAILABLE

JACK LORENTZEN-JONES

H: AVAILABLE
A: AVAILABLE
T. AVAILABLE

OLIVER PIPA

H: AVAILABLE
A AVAILABLE
T. AVAILABLE

WILL HOUGHTON

H: AVAILABLE
A: AVAILABLE
T. AVAILABLE

BEN TOMPKINS

H: AVAILABLE
A: AVAILABLE
T. AVAILABLE

JAMESON HORLICK

H: AVAILABLE
A: AVAILABLE
T. AVAILABLE

MILLAR MATTHEWS-LEWIS

H: Les Miller, Miller & Company
A: AVAILABLE
T: AVAILABLE

JOSHUA PHILLIPS

H: AVAILABLE
A AVAILABLE
T. AVAILABLE

DOMINIC DOS SANTOS MARTINS

H: AVAILABLE
A: AVAILABLE
T. AVAILABLE

MARCUS WARREN

H: AVAILABLE
A: AVAILABLE
T: AVAILABLE

SAM ANDERSON

H: AVAILABLE
A: AVAILABLE
T AVAILABLE

ZACHARIAS I0ANNIDES

H: AVAILABLE
A: AVAILABLE
T. AVAILABLE

TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT KIT SPONSORSHIPS
CALL THE COMMERCIAL TEAM: 01582 411622

OR EMAIL COMMERCIAL@LUTONTOWN.CO.UK
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KITS FROM
THE PAST

HATTERS FAN DAVID FOXEN TAKES A LOOK THROUGH
HIS COLLECTION OF HATTERS SHIRTS. THIS WEEK, IT’S
THE TURN OF THE HOME STRIP FROM 1997-1999.

It is crazy to think that this shirt is 27 years old.
It honestly does not feel that long ago since
these were our home threads.

The 1997/98 and 1998/99 seasons saw us wear
this classic home shirt. Made by Pony, the shirt is
a variation of the previous season’s shirt with a
switch-up of the blue block pattern. The previous
shirt saw us have the blue block on the sleeves,
but for 97-99 the blue took over the shoulders. It's
an epic look.

We have the rounded, mid 90s Luton Town badge,
along with Universal Salvage Auctions (USA) as
the sponsor again. I've said it before, and I'll say

it again; this sponsor just works when it comes to
these kits. The collar changed slightly too, with the
introduction of orange and white to make it stand
out more. Smart!

The material was quite breathable compared to
previous years, while still able to keep a supporter
warm on a cold night at the Kenny. This shirt also
had a stitched LTFC in blue on the lower back,
and if you look closely you can see “Luton Town”
embossed all over the shirt too.

The 1997/98 season saw the Hatters finish in 17th
in the Second Division (now League One). This
was the season that Rory Allen joined us on loan
from Spurs. We were one place off the bottom of
the table when he joined, but six goals in eight
games from Allen propelled us to safety thanks to
five wins and one draw.

The 1998/99 campaign saw an improvementas we | hope you agree this is a wonderful shirt and one

finished 12th in the league thanks to wins against | bet you see at least once on match days! See if

the likes of Fulham, Burnley, and a 1-1 home draw you can spot it in the crowd today...

with Manchester City. Gary Doherty headed the

goal for us in that game. 49
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Five goals, two red cards, both goalkeepers
injured and one defender stretchered off... the
Hatters secured Division One (Championship)
safety on this day 30 year ago with a
barnstorming 3-2 win under the light against
West Bromwich Albion.

In what was the Town’s first victory in nine games,
David Preece put the Town in front with a 20-yard
strike ten minutes before the break.

The visitors, who also needed the points in their bid
for second tier survival levelled when Bob Taylor
flicked home five minutes after half-time.

Both sides had their keepers substituted in a bizarre
spell midway through the second period but the
Town hit Albion with a two-goal burst in seven
minutes through Julian James and John Hartson to
lead 3-1.

Lee Ashcroft pulled one back for the Baggies with

12 minutes left but the Town held on after Mitchell
Thomas and Albion’s Gary Strodder were sent-off for
fighting in injury time.

10,053 watched on in what was the final game in
which Town supporters could stand at the back of the
Kenilworth Road end.
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GROUNDWORKS
& Construction Ltd

QUINN

GROUNDWORKS
& Construction Ltd

01582 453338

quinngroundworks.co.uk



Andy Drury fires home during the 5-0 home win over York
in January 2011

A-Z THE

NON-LEAGUE YEARS

HATTERS HISTORIAN ROGER WASH REMEMBERS OUR
OPPONENTS DURING OUR CONFERENCE DAYS

Part Seventeen. Y is for York City

We had been playing York City in the Football League

from back in the 1960s and apart from our first visit to

Bootham Crescent in 1967, which we lost 5-1, we had a
good record there.

This continued into our first season in non-League in
2009/10 where we drew 0-0 at Bootham Crescent
following a 1-1 stalemate at Kenilworth Road. We
finished second in the table that season while York
were ten points behind in fifth with the two sides
meeting in the play-offs

The first leg took place at Bootham Crescent where,
despite dominating the game, we went down to a last-
minute Richard Brodie goal. In the second leg York
defended with their lives before a George Pilkington
clearance cannoned off Martin Carruthers to give the
Minstermen an unassailable 2-0 overall lead.

The post-match scenes were unbecoming but on
the playing side justice was done in the final with
York losing to Oxford and so needing to return to
Kenilworth Road in December 2010.

The Kenilworth Road pitch was covered in snow with
the ground staff working hard to clear the lines but
falling snow, leading to a blizzard, gave referee Andy
Hendley no option but to call the game off on 55
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minutes with the game scoreless.

Complaints rained in from York that the game should
have been postponed long before the team and
supporters had set out on the journey, but they had
even more to moan about when in the re-played
match, a month later, the Town won 5-0.

Minstermen goalkeeper Michael Ingham was sent-off
for a foul outside the area after 15 minutes with the
Town then scoring five without reply before future
Hatter Jonathan Smith was sent-off late on.

The return was an equally feisty affair with York
reduced to ten men on 66 minutes soon after Luton
boss Gary Brabin was sent to the stands. York’s
strong-arm tactics won through 1-0 on a disappointing
night.

In the following season York truly came into their own
beating the Town twice in the League as well as in the
FA Trophy semi-final. With the teams finishing fourth
and fifth and winning their respective play-off semi-
finals they met at Wembley in the final.

Despite scoring first through Andre Gray the Town
could not hold on and lost 2-1. York probably deserved
their victory but the winning goal, from a blatantly
offside position, still rankles. &

53
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Net yourself

Book your tickets now at:

thameslinkrailway.com -

*Terms and conditions apply. See website for details. Fare stated

is based on our Weekend Super Off Peak Day Return ticket from °
Lsuto:eto LonoduonTT'\eanfeslinll:p - o o ThqmesLlnk/
Proudly supporting Luton Town Football Club WE'RE WITH YOU
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LUTON TOWN LADIES

LUTON TOWN LADIES RUN RIOT IN LOCAL DERBY

Off the back of a convincing 5-1 victory over
Needham Market Women, Luton Ladies
looked to keep the pressure on league
leaders, Real Bedford when they travelled to
relegation threatened Dunstable last week.

It only took the Hatters seven minutes to go
1-0 up against their local rivals. Leyah Maddix
picked up the ball on the left hand side, drove
into the box and squared it for Amber Pearson
to tap in.

Maddix was involved again six minutes
later, smashing a penalty into the

left side of the goal after Tsaianne
Leander was tripped in the box.

On 15 minutes Luton netted their

third. Shianne Swarres played a
magnificent ball over the top, picking
out Pearson, who initially saw her first
shot saved, before firing in the rebound.

At the other end of the pitch, almost instantly,
Dunstable pulled a goal back. A free-kick was
whipped in and a Dunstable played headered
the ball past Leah Robinson.

Four minutes later, however, the Town extended

Follow the Ladies on X: @LTFCL_Official

their lead one more when Pearson claimed her first
half hat-trick. She picked up the ball on the left and
did magnificently, with some quick feet, leaving a
Dunstable player on the floor to slot the ball past the
keeper to give Luton a 4-1lead.

Dunstable were not helping themselves in the first
half and after Maddix intercepted a pass out from
the back, she herself one-on-one with the keeper to
smash home and give the Hatters a healthy 5-1lead
at the break.

It was a slower start to the second half for
the Town, with their first chance coming
in the 53rd minute when Elly Wade
was inches away from getting her
head onto a Pearson cross.

Dunstable looked like a different team
in the second half, although they posed
little threat to the Hatters goal they were
enjoying some spells on the ball.

However the 84th minute then saw the best goal of
the game and a goal of the season contender from
Gabriella Spillman. She picked up the ball on the left
hand side, cut onto her right foot outside the box
and curled the ball into the top corner, to give Luton
a five-goal advantage.

Two minutes later the scoring was complete when
Kiera Palmiero netted the seventh of the match.
Elizabeth Sanders played the ball across to Palmiero
who tapped the ball into the net to give the Hatters a
comfortable victory.

Remember you can watch the Ladies for yourself at
Kenilworth Road when they face Bowers & Pitsea on
Sunday 12th May, kick-off 2pm.

Admission for the Eastern Region Women's Football League
fixture is £5 for adults and £1 for under-17s with unreserved

seating in the main stand enclosure.

So why not come along and watch the team at the Kenny?
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LUTON TOWN FC
COMMUNITY TRUST

CHARITY GOLF DAY
IN SUPPORT OF
LUTON TOWN FC
COMMUNITY TRUST

Barth Consulting are set to host a charity
golf day at South Beds Golf Club on
Friday 14th June.

All proceeds raised from the day will be
donated to us here at Luton Town FC
Community Trust and be used to support the
work we do.

Registration is from 11.30am with bacon rolls
available upon arrival. The golf itself begins
at Ipm with a shotgun start. The day will be
capped off with a meal following the golf,
as well as a raffle and charity auction with

a host of great items on offer. Entry is open
to all, so round up your friends, family and
colleagues, or register as an individual and
we’ll find a group for you.

Louise Barth, Director of Barth Consulting
and organiser of the event said: “I'm really
looking forward to hosting the golf day.

It's shaping up to be a great, fun day, with
friends, family and colleagues on a fabulous
course right here in Luton. And all this whilst,
supporting a very worthy charity that does
so much amazing work with young people
across Bedfordshire.”

A four-ball can be reserved for £350,
including all of the catering and events
throughout the day as described above.
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Individual places are £90. There are also
sponsorship packages available. For further
information please contact louise.barth@
barthconsulting.co.uk or if you are ready to
book, please complete the online booking
form available through
www.lutontowncommunity.co.uk.

QUEEN ELIZABETH
SCHOOL. VISIT

Students from Queen Elizabeth School in
Luton were excited to receive a visit from
the BBC last week.

As part of their wider piece on the impact

on the town since promotion to the Premier
League, the BBC were particularly interested
to hear that applications for the post-16
Education and Football Development
programme had gone from 14 last year to

a list of 59 and counting for this coming
academic year!

Luton Town FC Community Trust have two
members of staff permanently based at the
school and have already seen the huge
impact their work is having on the school.

Headteacher, Rhoda McPherson said: “The
children are so proud and they absolutely
love being part of Luton Town FC. To them
it's part of their culture. For them it’s a real
aspiration. It lifts their spirits and for them,
they're playing for their community - and
that's a huge deal.”
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PREMIER LEAGUE KICKS We currently run the

following Kick jons:
Luton Town FC Community Trust is one of 90 club olio g RICKS sessions

community organisations to run Premier League

Kicks, offering free inclusive football sessions for TUESDAY
young people in our communities. Goldington Academy, Bedford
7pm — 8pm
Alongside the sessions, the trust works with other Ages 11-18
local organisations to offer educational and life skills
workshops.
/ THURSDAY
Lea Manor Recreation Centre,
Luton
5.30pm — 6.30pm
Ages 10 — 14
THURSDAY
INCLUSIVE FOOTBALL SESSIONS
Beds FA, Dunstable
5pm — 6pm
TUESDAY Ages 8 - 13
Goldington Academy, Haylands Way, Bedford, MK41 9BX
7pm-8pm
Ages 11-18 FRIDAY
THUSDAY
Lea Manor Recreation Centre, Northwell Drive, Luton, LU3 3TL StOCkWOOd Park Academy’ LUton
5:30pm - 6:30pm 6pm /4 7pm
Ages 10- 14
Bedfordshire FA, Skimpot Road, Dunstable, LUS 4JU Ages 11-13
5-6pm
Ages 8-13
FRIDAY FRIDAY
Stockwood Park Academy, Rotheram Avenue, Luton, LU 5PP Stockwood Park Academy’ Luton
épm - 7pm
Ages 11-13 7pm — 8pm
7pm - 8pm
Ages: 14-18 Ages 14 —18
F‘vfjr ri\ore information please email o u For fu rther informatlon please

C.CommunityTrust
[ 4

email plkicks@lutontown.co.uk

57
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ACADEMY UPDATE

WITH UNDER-15/16 COACH

CRAIG ALCOCK

Good evening everyone and welcome to
tonight’s match vs Everton, | hope you
enjoy the game and the lads can produce
a big result.

I’'m the Under-15/16s coach, and | have
been lucky enough to have been
supported this season by Ollie Modeste,
who has been excellent to work with and |
am sure is someone who will have a bright
future in the game.

This season for us has seen a very mixed
set of results for the age groups. However,
due to some strong personal achievements
of the players it has been a very positive
season for the groups as a collective.

The Under-15s started off well, finishing top
of their Floodlit Cup group, with a particular
highlight coming in the form of a 5-1 win
away at Watford. Unfortunately, their run
was cut short at the quarter-final stage

with a defeat away at Plymouth Argyle.

On a positive, the team currently sit top of
their Under-15s league, with teams such

as Leicester, West Ham and Northampton,
respectively taking part.

They also more than acquitted themselves
well in the Premier League Cup festival

at Loughborough University, not losing a
game, beating Crystal Palace, Leeds and
Newcastle and ending with a 1-1 draw with
Blackburn.

Personally, it has been a good season for a
lot of the group playing up into the Under-
16s on numerous occasions. Particularly
for the likes of Finley Evans, Sam Oppong
and Nassim El Gourja whom have all
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made appearances for the Under-17s in their
Floodlit Cup games.

Other particular highlights have been down
to the work of Jack Cartwright, who has
developed the Under-14s and allowed
several of them to make the step up into

the Under-15s on a regular basis, most
notably Harrison Dunn, Alfie Sharp and

Luke McCulloch. It just helps to show the
progression and the pathway for the players
at the middle stages of the YPD project within
the Academy.

For the Under-16s, they started with so much
optimism as they entered the first round of
the Premier League Cup. However, it was
not to be a long run, as unfortunately we fell
short on penalties to Bournemouth in the
first game. We did though fair somewhat
better in the PDL Cup, coming through a
group consisting of ourselves, Coventry,
Birmingham and Crewe. We again found
ourselves unfortunately beaten 3-2 in extra
time by Bristol City at the quarter-final stage.

Individually, however, it was a very positive
season for some within the age group, as
nine have successfully achieved scholarships
with Luton Town: Charlie Booth, Lucas
Thomas, Kyron Roberts-Edema, Leon Routh,
Christian Chigozie, Benedict Benagr, Harry
Fox, Archie Shepherd and Sam Hincape
Alfonso. All have played their part regularly
in either the Under-18s squad or starting 11.
Archie Shepherd recently enjoyed an impact,
as in a recent game against AFC Wimbledon
he scored all four goals in a 4-2 Merit League
victory.
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Of these individuals, mentions must go to
Leon Routh, Benedict Benagr and Christian
Chigozie, as all three have played up in

the Under-21s on several occasions. Also,
the two goalkeepers — Charlie Booth and
Lucas Thomas — have trained regularly with
the Under-21s, getting great exposure and
influence with Adrian Forbes, Albert Bell and
Frank Atwell really pushing them.

Special praise however must be reserved

for Christian Chigozie as not only has he had
regular game time with the Under-21s in such
competitions like the Premier League Cup,
but he has also had real Premier League
experience with the first team. Due to all

the hard work within the Academy, led by
Paul Benson, and the trust that Rob Edwards
places on the Academy, Christian has found
himself not only training on several occasions
with the first team, but also managing to
make two appearances in the matchday
squad on the bench in the Premier League
away at Arsenal and Manchester City. This is
a testament to his family and Christian as an
individual that he has remained so humble
and focused on his schoolwork, not letting
these experiences detract from what he
needs to do to achieve in his exams.

Hopefully these experiences within the whole
group stand them in good stead for next
season, where they will need to continue

to learn and develop under the fortunate
tutelage of Alex Lawless, the Under-18s
manager.

Good luck to them as scholars and the
upcoming Under-15s looking to earn
scholarships themselves. All of which will
hopefully be playing their football at a
Premier League Club next season.

Enjoy the game and come on Luton!
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ACADEMY WHO’S WHO

Academy Manager: Paul Benson

Head of Academy Development: Wayne Turner

U9-16 Head of Coaching: Dan Walder

U18 Lead Coach: Alex Lawless

Academy Operations Manager: Dale Brunton

Academy Administrator: Emily Howes

Youth Development Phase Lead Coach (15-16): Craig Alcock
Youth Development Phase Lead Coach (12-14): Jack Cartwright
Foundation Phase Lead Coach: Billy Carter

Head of Academy Recruitment: Lee Cowley

Academy Scout: Kevin Thoburn

Head of Education: Kobie Dee

Academy Safeguarding Manager: Stuart Cornish

Player Care Officer: Wayne Polson

Lead Academy Analyst: Michael Malone

Academy Head of Goalkeeping: Albert Bell

Academy Goalkeeping Coach: Frank Atwell

Senior Academy Physiotherapist (18-21): Oliver Sharples
Senior Academy Physiotherapist (12-16): Connor Wright
Lead Academy Sports Therapist: Paige Simms

Lead Academy Sports Scientist: Daniel Taylor

59
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YOUTH U118 FIXTURES AND RESULTS s

MARTING BENAGR ROUTH EMERY
EMERY SCoTT BENAGR ¥ WARREN
'NORTHAMPTONTOWN ~ SAT26/8/23 M L12  TRIALST  KAYIBANDA EMERY BENAGR MARTINS a
'CAMBRIDGEUNITED ~ SAT9/923 M L34  THOMAS — 6WA | HARVEY KAYIBANDA  SCOTT S
'SUTTONUNITED  SAT16923 A W10 HOCKEY  CHIGOZE | BENAGR EMERY ROUTH mRve
stevennse ST a9 R L0 HookeY T chigoziE T Sco EMERY ROUTH Havey
GILLINGHAM ST3009123 W DT TRALSTA CHIGOZE | BENAGR  SIITT EMERY ROUTH Ry
AFCWIMBLEDON  SATI4/023 A W21 HOCKEY  ewA | BENAGR EMERY CHIGOZIE WARREN
BRENTFORD 28023 A D00 Hockey T cHiozE BENAGR EVERY ROUTH faRvey
| ENAGR EMERY ROUTH HARVEY
VEY KAVIBANDA  ROUTH LORENTZE
'AFC WIMBLEDON sireni2s W wWa0 T HockeY T Giwa RaRvEY T TN cHieozie KAYIBANDA LORENTZEN-JONES
STEVENAGE  SMT9/223 A W21 HOCKEY  HARVEY | BENAGR ST CHIGOZIE BATESON ‘&5« LORENTZEN-JONES
‘swiNDoNTOWNFAYC3  FRI5A2i23 B L02HockeY e T omnson T eaaer CHiGozIE KAVIBANDA LORENTZEN-JONES
'CAMBRIDGEUNITED ~ SATG/U24 M W21 HOCKEY  HARVEY  SCOTT T T EMERY KAYBANDA  TRUSTRAM =+
GILLINGHAM | RIIZA A W32 HOCKEY  HWARVEY  scort S EMERY KAYIBANDA WARREN
BReNTrORD ST a024 R WS HoGkEY T HaRuey TG U NiARTis ENERY KAVIBANDA s
'NORTHAMPTONTOWN ~ SAT1G/223 A 123  HOCKEY  HARVEY | ROUTH T s EMERY KAYIBANDA s

EMERY KAYIBANDA LORENTZEN-J

MARTIN EMERYZS  KAYIBANDA
STEVENAGE SAT23024 M W21 BLACKLEDGE HARVEY BENAGR T EMERY TRIALIST A
SWINDONTOWN ~ ST9i324 W W4d BUACKLEDGE oeed ] RARVEY T TN EMERY TRIALSTA e
'OXFORDUNITED  SAT16/324 A L24  BUACKLEDGE HARVEY | BENAGR  STTT EMERY CHIGOZIE TRUSTRAM
'LEYTONORIENT | RI29B24 A LO5  HOCKEY  ewa HARVEY T T EMERY TRIALIST RUSTRAM
PLYMOUTHARGYLE  TUE2424 H LT3  BOOTH  ROBERTS.EDEMA  HARVEY  MARTNS EMERY ROUTH ioanioes”
AFCWIMBLEDON  SAT13424 M W42 BACKLEDGE ROBERTSEDEMA  HRVEY st EMERY KAYIBANDA tomnioes”
'SUTTONUNITED  SAT20/424 A W30  HOCKEY  ROBERTSEDEMA  HARVEY  TRIALST EMERY TRIALIST IONNIDES

ENAGR T EMERY TRIALIST IONNIDES

DEVELOPMENT SQUAD U21 FIXTURES AND RESULTS V4

PINNINGTON  LUKER s WATSON
GIWA PIESOLD BURGER
'CHELSEA TUE19/9723 A L4 HORLICK  PINNINGTON KAYIBANDA BATESON JOHNSON PIESOLD
LEEDSUNITED | FRIGNO23 A L14  HORLCK  PINNINGTON | PHILLIPS CHIGOZIE KAYIBANDA PESOLD
'NORTHAMPTONTOWN ~ TUETIA0/23 W L23 “Horuck ™ pinwimeron " GiA CHiGozIE KAYIBANDA ke ™
'KEMPSTON ROVERS (BSC) TUE311023 H W80  TRIALST  CHIGOZE | WKER™®:  PIESOLD+  PINNINGTON  KAVIBANDA  PHILLPS
COLCHESTERUNITED  MONT3M23 A L02  SHEA PINNINGTON KAYIBANDA CHIGOZIE PHILLIPS PIESOLD BURGER
'BEDFORDTOWN (BSC)  TUE28/1123 H W20 HORLICK  PINNINGTON | BENAGR T hiEson TOMPKINS~ FRANCIS-CLARK  HERoN
cHesEA ez R Lz kRULTpNNNGTON T JoKNSONTOMPKINS FRANCIS-CLARKE  ANDERSEN PESOL)
| “UUPIESOLD T FRANCIS-CLARKE BATESON HERON
PIESOLD  FRANCISCLARKE BATESON HERON
BIGGLESWADE (BSCSF) WED133/224 A L0-3 HARVEY BENAGR STITT EMERY CHIGOZIE LORENTZEN-JONES
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SUBS

WARREN ¥ TRUSTRAM ¥, TAKAWIRA, I0ANNIDES, ROBERTS-EDEMA, BOOTH
LORENTZEN-JONES %2+ WARTINS, 10ANNIDES, HARVEY, ROUTH, DEAN, TRIALIST,
I0ANNIDES LORENTZEN-JONES TRUSTRAM  XAVIER-JONES == PIPA, ODEGAH, HOUGHTON, HARVEY,
TRUSTRAM
I0ANNIDES BOOTH, ANDERSON, SHEPHERD =%, STITT, ROBERTS-EDEMA
ST CUmoeson T omnoes T TRusTRaM PIPA, TAKAWIRA, MARTINS, BENAGR, SHEPHERD
I0ANNIDES ANDERSON TRUSTRAM TRIALIST B PIPA, TAKAWIRA, HOUGHTON, SHEPHERD,
LORENTZEN-JONES ¥%+%>  ANDERSON  TRUSTRAM  XAVIER-JONES ODEJAH, PIPA, STITT, HOUGHTON, HARVEY
LORENTZEN-JONES Toomead T eustean T HoughToN ANDERSON, XAVIER-JONES, KIRBY, KAYIBANDA, PIPA
KiRBY ) HOCKEY, HOUGHTON, XAVIER-JONES, MARTINS, AKINYA
FIONES STITT PIPA, XAVIER-JONES, ANDERSON, BENAGR, CHIGOZIE
FJONES ¥2+  STITT ¥5 ¥ T oDEGAH ANDERSON YAVIERJONES PIPA, SHEPHERD, BENAGR, ROUTH, HINCAPIE-ALFONSO
T L
———— i
3 i b i
LORENTZEN-JONES ¥+ ODEGAH
P — T —————
—— e

I-JONES ~ WARREN
I-JONES ~ WARREN 5+
LORENTZEN-JONES ¥+
LORENTZEN-JONES
WARREN
WARREN
WARREN
TRIALIST
TRUSTRAM
TRUSTRAM

TRIALIST B

XAVIER-JONES

TRIALIST XAVIER-JONES ROBERTS-EDEMA, SHEPHERD, HOUGHTON, I0ANNIDES

TRUSTRAM XAVIER-JONES SHEPHERD, THOMAS, ODEGAH, HOUGHTON, TRIALIST

BURGER & HORLICK, MATTHEWIS-LEWIS. HERON, ALLEN, PIESOLD, LYNCH
LUKER =% HERON %%, PHILLIPS, BOOTH, PIPA, TRIALIST

LUKER BURGER MATTHEWS-LEWIS &2+ DAWS "HOCKEY, HERON, ANDERSON, BENAGR, CHIGOZIE

BURGERS Wk T Trownseno MATTHEWS-LEWIS HOCKEY, HERON, LYNCH, EMERY, TRUSTRAM

BURGER T oD = MATTHEWS-LEWIS NELSON, PHILLIPS, DAWS, HOUGHTON, LORENTZ-JONES
NELSON " MATTHEWS-LEWIS  HOCKEY, ANDERSON <<%, EMERY, DAWS =%, LORENTZ-JONES
NELSON LYNCH HORLICK, GIVA, DAWS, HERON, BENAGR

BURGER T MATTHEWS-LEWIS #<% " ANDERSON, CAMIS, BARNEY, KAVIBANDA

BURGER ew T Newson T ke T HORLICK, PHILLIPS, HERON, BATESON, MATTHEWS-LEWIS <=+
NELSON

BURGER LORENTZEN-JONES, BLACKLEDGE, ANDERSON, KAYIBANDA, ALLEN

HARRIS

I-JONES HERON WARREN, BLACKLEDGE, ODEGAH, ANDERSON, ROUTH
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the
power of pitches

The Football Foundation
is the Premier League,
The FA and the
Government’s charity.

We award grants and work
with partners to deliver
outstanding grassroots
football facilities

across England.

UK Government

Search

Football

Foundation TOGETHER
to find out more FOR FOOTBALL
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GETTING TO KNOW...
TATE XAVIER-JONES

DOB: 19/10/2006.

Place of birth: Luton.

Position: Striker.

Year joined the academy: As an under-9

What boots do you wear? Nike Mercurials or Puma
Ultras.

My aims are to push on and break into the development
squad and potentially the first team.

The proudest moment of my career so far is signing my
scholarship

In the playground | used to be Leroy Sane, because he
reminded me of the myself and the way we both play.

A career outside of football? Either coaching with
my license or to be a builder because | could still be
involved in the game and help those who enjoy it.

The one teammate who I’d say is the most talented is
Joe Johnson. Everyone is talented but JJ has got very
good technique.

Of the first team squad, the player | look-up to most is
either Carlton Morris or Jacob Brown.

The best thing about Luton Town is everyone involved
in the club.

If | was to describe myself... | think I'm a fast and
explosive striker that isn’t the tallest but has the strength
to hold of defenders and beat them. | also know that |
am a very good finisher in front of the goal | just need to
build my confidence up more.
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DANGEROUS
BEHAVIOUR
HAS NO PLAGE
IN OUR GAME.

CRIMINAL BEHAVIOUR: POTENTIAL CONSEQUENCES:

Entering the pitch without Serious injury
permission

Automatic club ban
Smoke bombs and pyros

Throwing objects Reported to the police

Druguse Criminal record

Discriminatory behaviour E:::chla(ltion and employment
atris

HELP US ENSURE MATCHES ARE SAFE AND ENJOYABLE FOR ALL

LOVE FOOTBALL. PROTECT THE GAME.

FSA

21 Everton PL.indd 64 01/05/2024 16:23




WHERE?

The majority of Town fans will tick off a new ground
next weekend when we travel to the London Stadi-
um to face West Ham. Originally built for the 2012
Olympics, the stadium cost £500 million to build
and its capacity was as high as 80,000 during the
Games. However, after the Hammers moved in

as tenants in 2016, the stadium now seats 66,513.
Don’t start singing about empty seats: licensing
regulations means approximately 63,000 fans can
attend Premier League fixtures. We’ll have 3,000
fans backing us and the views from the upper and
lower tiers of the Sir Trevor Brooking Stand are
good — if a little far from the pitch.

HOW TO GET THERE.

The stadium has been designated a ‘public trans-
port destination’ meaning anyone thinking about
driving to the ground is actively discouraged. If you
fancy chancing it, don’t blame us but the post-
code is E20 2ST. The best bet, of course, if you're
coming from Luton is to take the train, with the
ground served by three railway stations: Stratford,
Stratford International and Hackney Wick. All

are approximately a ten to 15 minute walk to the
ground. For our final away game of the season, the
Bobbers will also be running coaches. They depart
Luton at 11am and the fares are £24 for adults and
£22 for concessions. 01234 856542 is the number
you need to book.
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UPTON PARK AWAYDAYS

Before West Ham moved to the Olympic Stadium
they spent 112 happy years at the Boleyn Ground,
also known as Upton Park. The Town recorded 12
wins at the Hammers’ old stomping ground — the
first coming back in September 1905 in the South-
ern League. Saturday will be the Hatters’ first away
fixture against West Ham since a goalless draw in a
sixth round FA Cup in 1994 and our first in a league
match since a 2-2 draw in December 1992 with
John Dreyer and Ceri Hughes on target. You have
to go back 35 years for the last time a Town team
won away at West Ham when goals from Mick
Harford, Roy Wegerle and a Danny Wilson penalty
secured a 3-0 victory in the first leg of the League
Cup semi-final.

THE HAMMERS OF TODAY

David Moyes’ side go into this weekend’s fixtures
in eighth place in the Premier League and still have
a shot of making the European spots if results go
their way. The Hammers won seven of their first
ten games in all competitions earlier in the season
but have remained relatively consistent. They
reached the quarter-finals of the Europa League,
losing to Bayer Leverkusen earlier this month and
go into the game against the Town with one win

in their last eight Premier League games (D4, L3).
Moyes’ side last won at home in the league against
Brentford at the end of February.
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© FL2Y

=
Preﬁ\‘e

JOINTHECLUB

Pre-Order Now

EASPORTS.COM/FC

21 Everton PL.indd 66 01/05/2024 16:23




MEET THE FANS
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www.lutontownsupporterstrust.com

LUTON TOWN
SUPPORTERS’
TRUST
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Fly to
London
by coach.

Travel from Luton Airport to London
on one of our comfortable coaches.

With more buses at peak hours.

And with our comfy seats, onboard WI-FI
and USB port, time will just fly by.

£12 single, £18 return* and
£35 for a Family return ticket

Book now at

greenline.co.uk
*Return ticket to be used GL greenllne
within 3 months
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LUTON TOWN
BUSINESS PARTNERS

T
KIDW// financial planning A Dlverse

INIGU SCREED & RESIN CONTRACTORS LT

a ssurenewnpies  National
@ SOLAR ENERGY sameua”

CWAudlf Soluhons ) E w F

W.PORTSMOUTH & CO.LTD A u TnotMIo T \Q NEVILLE
Pre Vehicle Lugs cs
e-auto.co

ELECTR\CAL CONTRACTORS

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘

SPECIAL PROJECTS

MW—IIMBLEDON @ PODTECH
DEBENTURES SOFTWARE DEVELOPMENT

AUTO PARTS
homel FUTURE® AGENCY
y MUSIC - SPORTS - ENTERTAINMENT

Weightmans

HR Rely
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Tonight, as we fight for our survival in the
Premier League in a huge match under
the lights, lets flashback to six years ago
when we secured our promotion from
League Two.

This came after a 1-1 draw away to Carlisle
United to get Luton’s ascend back up the
leagues properly flowing.

Luton were well aware that we were in for
a game at Brunton Park against a stubborn
Carlisle side that were sitting in a mid-table
position prior to the match.

Nathan Jones named a very attacking side
like usual, and the attack included the likes
of Danny Hylton, James Collins, Olly Lee
and Elliot Lee.

Carlisle started the stronger of the two sides
as James Shea was called into action mul-
tiple times within the opening minutes. Most
of these efforts were long shots which Shea
could easily deal with.

Twelve minutes in, Carlisle won a penalty.
This came after some smart work from
United allowed the striker in behind the
defence before being brought down by

21 Everton PL.indd 73

Shea. Danny Grainger stepped up and scored to
give Carlisle the lead.

The Hatters were starting to improve their
performance after a shaking start and were
beginning to create some chances. Hylton had
the best chance after some clever play, but the
goalkeeper denied him from close range.

The Hatters equalised just after the hour mark
following an effort from Hylton on the edge of
the box which was parried as far as Olly Lee who
calmy rolled it into the back of the net to put
Luton back on level terms.

The Luton pressure continued and there were
chances to win the match for the Hatters. But
a draw was enough to seal promotion as crazy
celebrations were to follow when the referee
blew his full-time whistle.

The Hatters were back in League One and were
creeping back up the leagues. And we all know
what happened the next season!

Massive game today as always, be loud and
proud!

COYH

Words by Zac Neal &
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League One
Champions

19th, Championship

Heroic last-day
escape!

12th, Championship
6th, Championship

Promoted to the
Premier League!

STAR PLATFORMS
A SPONSORSHIP
SUCCESS STORY

0f1@58§f2970k5 : !}"STAR PLATFORMS

starplatforms.co.uk POWERED ACCESS HIRE, SALES & TRAINING
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D, §
JUNIOR \\\\@f
HATTERS

TONIGHT’S |  , ,
MASCOTS - - - -
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Darragh 0’Donnell

Age: 7

Hobbies: Playing Football,
Watching it and playing FC24
Ross Barkley

Harrison James

Age: 11

Hobbies: Football, Rughy, Cricket
Favourite Player: Tom Lockyer

Louis Minta

Age: 11

Hobbies: Luton Town, Football,
Xbox

Favourite Player: Ross Barkley

Teddy Perry

Age: 7

Hobbies: Football, Swimming,
Minecraft

Favourite Player: Carlton Morris

Thomas Shanley

Age: 10

Hobbies: Riding his bike, playing
rugby, most outdoor sports games
and Nintendo switch

Favourite Player: Tom Lockyer,
Carlton Morris, Ross Barkley
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TOWN TEASERS

Due to popular demand - put your football knowledge to the test

utilital  rreenowY XU Ul

LLETS
UTILITY PLANNERS

MEMBERS

umestyot ThamesLink/

Bedfordshire

GARETH OWEN
PHOTOGRAPHY

Document Binding &
Presentation Machines

/ :10L¥ PLANT

=7/ STAR
PLATFORMS

@ryebridge

wn CAPITAL SKY LTD.

wnrerdae

| FOODSERVICE |

Toureen

Grovp g MUSCLE

S@UAD

TENGIOOLS

bartham group
media * design * print

ign» pr

n&rac

foods uk

°

Call the Commercial Team on 01582 411622 or email
commercial@lutontown.co.uk for information on memberships.

and answer these Luton Town and football-related questions.
Let us know how you do — you'll win no prizes, just our editor’s utmost respect.

9.

10.

HOW DID YOU SCORE? TURN TO PAGE 81 FOR THE ANSWERS.
8-10 SIMON PITTS. We'll have you co-commentating with Simon soon.

How many goals have the Hatters scored in the last 15 minutes in the Premier League

this season?

Which two teams will contest the National League South play-off final this weekend?
The Town last beat Everton at Kenilworth Road 1-0 in 1989. Who scored the winner?
Goalkeeper Jack Walton celebrated winning a championship winners medal with

which club last week?

Which club are nicknamed the Pirates?

How many assists has Reece Burke made this season?
Roots Hall is the home ground of which club?

Which two Luton players had the most of touches of the ball in last

week's game at Wolves?

How many goals did Ross Barkley score in his Everton career?

In which year was the first European Championship held?

4-7 COURTNEY PITT. Like a half-decent loan signing, not bad.
©O=-3 THE PITS. Either you’re an Everton fan or you’re new to this.

21 Everton PL.indd 76

2

. NO CHEATING

01/05/2024 16:23



Premier é League

| 2 [Monchestercity 3124 ] 7 [ 3w [ 3 s0]m|
4 [asonvia [siw7e]nlalale)]
| 6 [ Manchesterunited [ 34 [ 16 | 6 [ [ 52 ] 51 | 1|5t |
| 8 [Westhamurites [ 35 |13 |10 [ [ 56 65| 9] |

0 [Bowmemoutn [ 35/ ] 9 [ ls 6] sl
|2 [ igttonandoveabion | 34 | 11 | 1 | 1252 ] 5] 5 | ]
N T 3 K0 0 K S A T Y
6 [orentod  [%5] 98 wlwfe]s]n]

18 Luton Town

20 | Sheffield United 35| 3| 7 |25(34)97|-63|16

* Everton deducted 6 points following a breach of the Premier League’s
Profitability and Sustainability rules.
** Nottingham Forest deducted four points following a breach of the Premier
League’s Profitability and Sustainability Rules. That decision is currently
under appeal (4pts).
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Shop the collection at umbro.co.uk
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2023/24 SEASON CAREER
LEAGUE Cup TOTAL CARDS | TOTAL
APPS G | APPS G | APPS 6 . APPS | G
Elijah Adebayo Bl o [3 @ (o |6 |m) e |1 [o |18 #
Mads Andersen 4 1@ (1 {2 1o o [6 |@w |17 [1 |o |0 1
Ross Barkley 8@ |5 |4 [m o |21 [5 |5 o |3 5
Amarii Bell 110 o [4 @ (o [5|@ [o o [o |12 2
Luke Berry 2 {my 12 12 (o o |4 oy [2 |2 |o [ 26
Jacob Brown 20m 12 [+ la 1 |s3|e [3 |5 [0 |2 3
Reece Burke 18 (2 [0 3100 o 2003 (0 |5 |0 |8 4
Tahith Chong 7 |m) s (4 |o [+ |2foe |5 |4 [o |3 5
Jordan Clark 13 1@ [1 2.0 |2 BA©E |3 |5 [0 [135 12 DOUBLE
Alfie Doughty s le |1 (s lo ]t 137|e |2 |5 |o | 4 | FIGURES
Ryan Giles 5 {6 Jo 2w o |7 |m [o o |o [u 0 Congratulations
Daiki Hashioka 5 @4 |0 0| (o 516 |0 |0 [0 |10 0 Carlton Morris on
Joe Johnson o @ Jo |1 1@ o |1 e Jo [o |o |s 0 | becoming the first
Town man since
Issa Kabore 2113 |0 0 1@ |0 206 |0 |7 [0 |26 0 Mick Harford in
Thomas Kaminski 35 (0 |0 0 J(0) |oO %00 [0 |3 |0 |35 0 1991/92 to hit
Tim Krul o o Jo |6 {@ o |6 @ |o [o o |6 0 | double figuresin
Tom Lockyer % 0 [1 110 |0 BO |1 4 (o0 |17 1 the top-flight after
his goal at Wolves
SambiLokonga B [0 f2 [(O JO 150 |0 |3 |0 |16 0 last weekend.
Teden Mengi 5@ 11 |5 [o o |30f@ [1 |4 o [ 1
Carlton Morris 29 (6 |10 (4 |(M O 3@ (10 ]2 |0 [N 30
Pelly-RuddockMpanzu | 11 | (15 |0 312 |0 “wan (o |1 |0 [401 23
Marvelous Nakamba 13 (0 [0 0 |( |o BJ@M |0 [5 [0 |34 0
Tack Nelson o | o fofwo o Jof@ [o Jo [o |2 0
Chiedozie Ogbene 19 (@ [4 |5 [ |1 J2a]¢0 |5 |1 Jo |34 5
Fred Onyedinma 2 1@ |0 0 J(0) |oO 2 (@ (0 |1 |0 |58 3
Gabriel Osho (o [2 [2 o [0 |20]0 |2 |2 |o |82 5
Dan Potts 0 [ Jo Jo o o o | [o o Jo |26 )
James Shea 0 (0 |0 0 |() |0 0 | |0 Jo JO [107 0
Andros Townsend “ |m |1 110 |0 B4 |1 1 (0 |29 1
Cauley Woodrow 2 o) |1 13 1@ [2 |5 |@ [3 [2 [o [e 6 79
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2023/24
FIXTURES & RESULTS

DATE OPPOSITION Ko POS  SCORE  STARTING XI

CFRIAUG25  CHELSEA L0 KAMINSKI KABORE LOCKYER

KY|

:SAT SEP30  EVERTON 3PM A 17 W21 KAMINSKI KABORE LOCKYER 3¢ BELL

:TUE DEC5  ARSENAL KAMINSKI KABORE DOUGHTY

lEs

SAT DEC23. NEWCASILE UNITED KAMINSKI KABORE DOUGHTY

'SAT DEC30 CHELSEA KAMINSKI

:FRI JAN12  BURNLEY KAMINSKI OGBENE

:SAT JAN27  EVERTON (FAC4) - w241 KRUL OGBENE DOUGHTY

NEWCASTLE UNITED

SAT FEB3 KAMINSKI 0GBENE DOUGHTY

MANCHESTER UNITED 430PM_H 18 L12 KAMINSKI OGBENE DOUGHTY

DOUGH
DOUGHTY

SN FeB 18

MANCHESTER CITY (FAC5)

:TUE FEB 27 8.00PM H - L2-6 KRUL OGBENE

SAT MAR9  CRYSTAL PALACE KAMINSKI KABORE DOUGHTY

NOTTINGHAM FOREST KAMINSKI OGBENE DOUGHTY

DOUGH
DOUGHTY

ST MAR16

:WED APR3  ARSENAL KAMINSKI ONYEDINMA HASHIOKA

:SAT APR13  MANCHESTER CITY L1-5 KAMINSKI ONYEDINMA DOUGHTY HASHIOKA BERRY

WATCH THE LADIES AT THE KENNY

Hatters fans will be able to watch Luton Town Ladies at Kenil- are very grateful for another opportunity to play at Kenilworth Road.
“The players, coaches and background staff are really looking
forward to it and it would be great to get a huge crowd like our FA

Cup 4th round game in January.

worth Road when they entertain Bowers & Pitsea on Sunday
12th May, kick-off 2pm.

Admission for the Eastern Region Women's Football League fixture

is £5 for adults and £1 for under-17s with unreserved seating in the
main stand enclosure — and fans can buy these online from our
eticketing website. Ladies General Manager Nikki Baker said: “We
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“There has been lots of work going on in the background the last
few months between us as a club and it’s fantastic to see the rela-
tionship growing closer together again with LTFC.”
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SUBSTITUTES

EBA SHEA, FRANCIS-CLARKE, BERRY, CAMPBELL, DOUGHTY, BROWIN, MCATEE, OGBENE, WOODROY
ADEBAYO UL, BERRY, WOODROW, JOHNSON

NAKAMBA BARKLEY MORRIS 39893 3054

KRUL BERRY SROW, RANCSCLIRK,JOHNSON, KIBORE MPANZU, OGBENE, WOODROW
KRUL ADEBAYO, BERRY, D0UGHTY, GLES MENG, PANZL, OGBENE, WOODROW

KRUL, ADEBAYO, ANDERSEN, BERRY, CHONG, GILES, MENGI, MP»«WU, WOODROW
SHEA, OGBENE, MORRIS, KABURE BURKE, BROWN, BELL, BURGER, LUKER

NAKAMBA MPANZU OGBENE 39,289 2,976

MPANZU
MPANZU

ADEBAY0

J NG, MPANZU CU\RK BROWN GILES, NEBON
KRUL, BERRY, ADEBAYO, CHONG, CLARK, BROWN 2 GILES, NELSON LUKER
JL,, ADEBAYO, CLARK, BROWN ¥5% GILES, TOVINSEND, JOHNSON, NELSON
KRUL, OGBENE, BERRY, MORRIS, CHONG, CLARK, GILES, JOHNSON, NELSON

, MORRIS, CHONG, MPANZU, CLARK, LOKONGA, JOHNSON
KRUL, ANDERSEN, OGBENE, MORRIS WOODROW CHONG, MPANZU , CLARK, GILES
KRUL, SHEA, ANDERSEN, OGBENE, BERRY, MORRIS, WOODR[]W, CHONG, MPANZU
KRUL, ANDERSEN, OGBENE, MORRIS, WOODROW, CHONG, MPANZU, CLARK, GILES

MPANZU
NAKAMB,
LOKONGA

TOWNSEND
TOWNSEND

LOKONGA
LOKONG!
LOKONGA

.. KRUL, POTTS BERRY, MORR\ %, WOODROW HUNE BURKE, MPANZU, GILES
. , WOODROW, ADEBAYO, BROWN, GILES, BELL, TOWNSEND
KAMINSKI, SHEA, POTTS, BERRY, WOODROW, CHONG, OHNSON, NELSON

LOKONGA

LOKONGA

KRUL, BERRY, WOODROW, KABORE, CHONG, BURKE, MPANZU, BROWN, TOWNSEND
WOODROW, KABORE CHONG, MENGI, MPANZU BROWN, TOWNSEND

LOKONGA BARKLEY

BARKLEY 11,163 1,866

MORRIS . KRUL, SHEA, BERRY, WOODROW e, MPANZU, HAS %\OVw TOWNSEND NELSON LUKER, P\ESOLD 25003 2,687
. KRUL, SHEA, BERRY, WOODROW, MPANZU, TOWNSEND, NELSON, LUKER PIESOLD, MARTINS
. KRUL, SHEA, BERRY ¢s% , WOODRO, HASHIOKA, TOWNSEND, NELSON, PIESOLD, MARTINS 11,630 1,260
.. SHEA, KRUL, WOODROW, CLARK, HASHIOKA, ONYEDINMA, JOHNSON, NELSON, PIESOLD . .
. KRUL, SHEA, BERRY, WOODROW, CHONG, JOHNSON, CHIGOZIE, NELSON, PIESOLD . 60,262 3,003
KRUL, SHEA, BERRY, WOODROW, MPANZU, ONYEDINMA, JOHNSON, NELSON, PIESOLD.
KRUL SHEA, WWOODROW, MPANZU, JOHNSON, HARRIS, CHIGOZIE, NELSON, PIESOLD

HRUL HEA B

BARKLEY
BARKLE
BARKLEY

MORRIS

BARKLEY TOWNSEND MORRIS

CHONG TOWNSEND MORRIS

Luton Town Football Club’s commitment is to promote inclusion and to confront and eliminate discrimination,
whether by reason of age, disability, gender reassignment, sex, sexual orientation, marriage and civil partnership,
pregnancy and maternity, race, religion or belief. People can be assured of an environment in which their rights,
dignity and individual worth are respected, and in particular that they are able to work and watch football in an
environment without the threat of intimidation, victimisation, harassment, bullying and abuse. Should you wish to
report a specific incident, please contact your nearest steward, email myvoice@lutontown.co.uk or download Kick
It Out’s free confidential reporting app on the App Store or Google Play.
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HOLD THE
BACK PAGE

James Cunliffe. Editor, The Lutonian

Let me tell you something you already
know. The Premier League ain't all
sunshine and rainbows. It's a very mean
and nasty place, and | don't care how
tough you are, it will beat you to your
knees if you let it.

You, me, or nobody is gonna hit as hard
as life at the top. But it ain't about how
hard you hit. It's about how hard you can
get hit and keep moving forward; how
much you can take and keep moving
forward. That's how winning is done!

Now if you know what you're worth, then
go out and get what you're worth, but you
gotta be willing to take the hits, and not
pointing fingers, saying we ain't where
we wanna be because of VAR, or injuries,
or own goals, or last-gasp heartbreaks.
Cowards do that and that ain't us. We’re
better than that!

The inspirational words of cinematic
boxing legend Rocky Balboa, ladies and
gents, give or take a few dramatic minor
Lutonian adaptions! Artistic licence, let's
call it.

Until August, the Hatters had spent the
best part of ten years punching above its
weight. You could argue Luton still are.
And it ain't over.

Unearthing my old newspaper clippings
in a bedroom clear-out recently, | was

reminded that | wrote my first sentence
about the Hatters in 2006 for The Foot-
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ball League Paper when the wheels were
starting to fall off, again. Jabs turned into
what felt like a barrage of blows until the
club was nearly knocked into oblivion.
Thankfully, those dog days are definitely
over, though we must never forget.

Yeah, the top flight ain't all sunshine and
rainbows, but even a murky tale of mon-
ey, skullduggery and controversy can be
softened by a fairytale or two.

And there's still ink left for a dramatic Pre-
mier League epilogue to the one that was
written, not without its trials, at Wembley
last year.

Tonight, in the blue corner, Everton arrive
with all the swagger of a team that has

won three straight games and conceding
zero goals while beating their arch-rivals,
Liverpool, on their way to securing safety.

And in the orange corner, we have our
plucky underdogs fighting tooth and nail

- and hopefully with at least one rein-
forcement tonight - to defy the odds and
secure a historic great escape. No team
has managed it after 22 defeats. But then,
no team until Luton had risen from the
non-league to the elite.

That's because this club has been hit
before, and harder than anyone since.
But guess what? Luton Town kept moving
forward!
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LUTON TOWN

. JAMES SHEA

. GABE OSHO

. DAN POTTS

. TOM LOCKYER

. MADS ANDERSEN

. ROSS BARKLEY

. CHIEDOZIE OGBENE

. LUKE BERRY

. CARLTON MORRIS

. CAULEY WOODROW

. ELIJAH ADEBAYO

. ISSA KABORE

. MARVELOUS NAKAMBA

. TAHITH CHONG

. TEDEN MENGI

. REECE BURKE

. PELLY RUDDOCK MPANZU

. JORDAN CLARK

. JACOB BROWN

. TIM KRUL

. THOMAS KAMINSKI

. DAIKI HASHIOKA

. ALBERT SAMBI LOKONGA

. AMARP’I BELL

. ANDROS TOWNSEND

. FRED ONYEDINMA

. JOE JOHNSON

. ZACK NELSON

. ALFIE DOUGHTY

. JAYDEN LUKER

. DOMINIC DOS
SANTOS MARTINS

NVONOUGBAWN=-

MATCH OFFICIALS

REFEREE - TIM ROBINSON

GEE VUG
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ASSISTANT REFEREE - EDDIE SMART

ASSISTANT REFEREE - NICK GREENHALGH

FOURTH OFFICIAL - TONY HARRINGTON

VIDEO ASSISTANT REFEREE - DAVID COOTE
ADDITIONAL VIDEO ASSISTANT REFEREE - DEREK EATON

EVERTON

. JORDAN PICKFORD

. NATHAN PATTERSON

. MICHAEL KEANE

. JAMES TARKOWSKI

. DWIGHT McNEIL

. AMADOU ONANA

. DOMINIC CALVERT-LEWIN
. ARNAUT DANJUMA

. JACK HARRISON

. JOAO VIRGINIA

. BETO

. ABDOULAYE DOUCOURE
. ASHLEY YOUNG

. VITALII MYKOLENKO

. DELE

. ANDRE GOMES

. BEN GODFREY

. SEAMUS COLEMAN

. IDRISSA GANA GUEYE

. YOUSSEF CHERMITI

. ANDY LONERGAN

. JARRAD BRANTHWAITE
. JAMES GARNER

. BILLY CRELLIN

. LEWIS DOBBIN

. TYLER ONYANGO
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