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Earlier this season we celebrated the launch of our partnership with Her Game
Too. That day junior female supporters were flag bearers. Tonight, to mark
International Women's Day and Mother's Day we support the EFL Together
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campaign by inviting adult female fans to welcome the players onto the pitch.

CLUB OFFICIALS

hairman: David Wilkinson
hief Executive Officer: Gary Sweet

hareholders: Kailesh Karavadra, Luton

Town Supporters’ Trust
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hief Operating Officer: Paul Watson

inance Director: Tom Schofield

ommercial Director: Chris Bell

onorary Vice President: John Buttle

ice Presidents: Richard Banks, Cliff Bassett,

Gary Chamberlain, Doug Knight,
lan Gazeley, Emma Banks, Ben Banks,
lan Montone, Nick Owen
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irst Team Manager: Rob Edwards
ssistant-Manager: Paul Trollope, Richie Kyle
ead of Goalkeeping: Kevin Dearden
oalkeeper Coach: Kevin Pilkington
erformance Analyst: Peter Booker

nalyst: Simon Dunn

hief Recruitment Officer: Mick Harford
ead of Scouting Operations: Phil Chapple
ead of Recruitment Analysis: Jay Socik
ead of Medical: Simon Parsell
hysiotherapist: Chris Phillips

Therapist: Darren Cook
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it & Equipment Manager: Clive Thompson
lead of Sports Science: Jared Roberts-Smith
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Head of Performance Development: James
Redden

Sports Scientist: Luke Sanders

Strength & Conditioning Coach: Elliott Plant
Interim Academy Director/PDP Head of
Coaching: Paul Benson

19-16 Head of Coaching: Dan Walder
U21Lead Coach: Adrian Forbes

118 Lead Coach: Alan McCormack
Assistant PDP Coach: Alex Lawless
Academy Operations Manager: Dale Brunton
Academy Administrator: Emily Howes

Club Secretary: Chris Clark

Safety Officer: Andrew Bracken

Site & Facilities Manager: Peter Kemp

Head Groundsman: Richard Bird

Press & Media Manager: Stuart Hammonds
Ticket Office Manager: Mike Hooker
Catering & Hospitality Manager:

Cristhiano Andrade Da Silva

HR Manager: Jenn Smith

Senior Safeguarding Manager: Kim Pearce
Supporter Liaison Officer: John Miller
Junior SLO: James Whitehead

Club Doctor: Dr Paul Deeley

Club Chiropractor: David Leu

Head of Community Trust: Kerry Downes
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LUTON TOWN FOOTBALL CLUB 2020 LTD
Kenilworth Road Stadium, 1 Maple Road East,

Luton, Bedfordshire LU4 8AW

Switchboard: 01582 411622 | Tickets: 01582 416976
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GENERATORS LIGHTING FUEL SERVICES

Introducing Star Power, sister company to away shirt sponsor Star Platforms.

Star Power has built a strong reputation for providing a highly SPo

responsive temporary and emergency generator hire service for 0“ O /V.s'o
the construction, events, media and data management sectors. »
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Products include, generators, water bowsers, fuel howsers,
lighting systems, plus green energy solutions, such as
solar power and light packs, and hybrid generators.

Call us to find out more!

D330 530022 Q*STARPOWER

o
S
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star-power.co.uk
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ROB
EDWARDS

GOOD EVENING AND
WELCOME BACK TO
KENILWORTH ROAD
FOR TONIGHT'S SKY
BET CHAMPIONSHIP
FIXTURE WITH
BRISTOL CITY.

I’d like to welcome Nigel Pearson, who
is a vastly experienced and respected
manager at this level, and everyone who
has made the journey from Ashton Gate.
That travelling party includes a familiar
face tonight, and | know that you will all
give Harry Cornick a warm welcome on
his return to the Kenny.

Although | only worked with him for a
short period of time, | quickly learned
what a great lad Corns is and having
played such a huge part in the club’s rise
from League Two to the Championship
play-offs, he deserves every respect that
comes his way.

As ever, | have to say a huge thank you
to you for packing out this famous old
ground once again when we hosted
Swansea here a couple of weeks ago,
and also to those who attended the
Meet The Manager evening in the Eric
Morecambe Lounge last week.

| can honestly say that the welcome
myself, Richie and Trolls have received
has been beyond anything we could
have wished for, and when the passion

| hear on a matchday from the stands is
transferred into a couple of hours of fair,
reasoned questioning in a more relaxed

Bristol City Edition.indd 5
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Rob Edwards’ kit is kindly sponsored by:

»_— Tradeline
Recruitment

environment, | can only drive home with an even more positive
feeling about the club we are now part of.

It was a cracking evening at the end of a real feel-good day in
which we’d announced that Jordan Clark had signed a new
contract, and after Clicker and | had attended a Utilita Kids Cup
event put on by the talented and tireless coaches who work for
the academy and the Luton Town Community Trust.

At that tournament at Creasey Park | saw exactly what it means
to young players who represent this great club, and | can

tell you that feeling runs right up from the Under-11s on that
occasion, to the boys who wear the badge out here under the
lights tonight.

The 1,717 of you who were at Bramall Lane on Saturday saw that
passion, determination and no little quality in a performance
that underlined that these players deserve to be in the position
they are. We’ve said all along that we want to be in the mix with
five games to go, and the lads deserve all the credit for what
they’ve done so far.

The only dampener on a brilliant afternoon was the injury suf-
fered by Pelly, who has been outstanding for us both on and off
the pitch. At the time of writing we don’t know the full extent,
but we are a family who look after each other, and | know that
goes for you supporters too.

The backing we received was unbelievable and | thank you so
much for the efforts you went to in difficult weather conditions
to support the boys. We’ll need you again tonight, so be loud
and proud and let’s keep building something special.

Enjoy the game and COYH!

[5]
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FROM THE
BOARDROOM

Good evening and a very warm welcome to you all, wheth-
er supporting us or tonight’s visitors, Bristol City.

The Robins are having a very ‘up and down’ season, and
being one of the few clubs who can’t practically be involved
either end of the table so early at the business-end of the
season.

I’'m sure, though, based on media reports they will be
disappointed not to have done better despite, as their latest
accounts show, they have been “giving it a go.” However, they
inflicted one of our only four away defeats this season back in
August, when we put in one of our poorer performances, so
let’s hope we can even it out tonight.

We’ve had a few player exchanges between us over recent
years, Joe Morrell, Freddie Hinds, Tyreeq Bakinson, plus Chris
Martin and Jay DaSilva, albeit indirectly of course and not
forgetting a couple of recent players who’ve taken the move
west.

We were sorry to lose Harry Cornick and it’ll be good to see
him out there again tonight. We understand that it may still be
the case that Kal Naismith is injured, which is disappointing as
it would have good to welcome him back, too. | know some
of you have noticed a bit of media comment recently about
reasons for him leaving us. It's always gratifying to exceed
people’s expectations. Indeed, we’ve seen it all too many
times over the last decade.

While we are on the subject of away form, it’s the first time
we have ever won so many away games in the second tier.

It is fantastic that after 18 games we are sitting on top of the
away table with ten wins and only four defeats and along with
Arsenal and Sheffield Wednesday have the most away points
(34) in our respective divisions.

Those of you who saw Saturday’s game against Sheffield
United at Bramall Lane will have seen another exceptional
performance and fantastic result. It’s fascinating that the
last time we won a league game in front of a bigger crowd
(42,843) was at Manchester City in 1983 when Raddy Antic

Bristol City Edition.indd 8

DAVID
WILKINSON

Chairman

scored the winner to keep us up and
relegate City from the old First Division
and Pleaty had his little jig in his iconic
beige suit and shoes.

Those of you who were there on
Saturday were magnificent and loud
despite the sound deadening acoustic
baffles dangling from the roof of the
away stand. It seems an odd thing to
do because I've always found you get
a more vibrant atmosphere and home
crowd response from a louder away
end. After half-an-hour on Saturday, it
may have been better for their team if
they used them in the home end.

It is, of course, fantastic being where we
are with ten games left, but | just can’t
stop looking back to all those decisions
that have gone against us over the sea-
son so far and where we might then be.
I know it achieves nothing, but it does
tell us more about how we are doing.
Magnificent.

We are all absolutely delighted that
Jordan Clark has signed a contract ex-
tension (pictured). He is a joy to watch
and an integral part of our squad.

Life has been a fraught with difficulties
over recent years with Covid, Brexit and
the economic downturn, but we hope
everyone will see our ambition and
potential with all that’s in front of us — a
new stadium, the hopeful levelling-up of
the football pyramid and the chance to
make the Premier League, with all that
they entail.

The future isn’t straight-forward and

14/03/2023 11:45:26
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you can see from our recently published
accounts that it is simply not sustaina-
ble, as itis. But we are optimistic that
changes will come and when they do,
we will be beneficiaries. As it stands it
is virtually impossible to compete at this
level without making losses and need-
ing the consequential investor support,
which we minimise to a manageable
level but it’s still unsavoury.

Many clubs, particularly in the Cham-
pionship without parachute payments,
are struggling in an attempt to keep up
with those that have. The advantage is
clear and it is the exception to the rule
that a club without parachute income
gets promoted. Well-run clubs with
larger fanbases, good infrastructure
and a long-standing footballing heritage
should always have an advantage.

But doubling up on that advantage by
gambling their parachute income at
short-odds distorts the competition,
even more ensuring an even less level
playing field.

Congratulations to the U21s for beating

Bedford Town 5-1to reach the Beds
Senior Cup Final against Biggleswade

Bristol City Edition.indd 9

at the Kenny on Tuesday 21st March at 7.30pm. If you get
the chance, please come along. They are good to watch and
playing in front of a crowd is great for their development and
will give you a chance to cast an eye over some of our future
prospects.

Following on from this we are delighted to have signed five of
our title winning U18 squad to professional development con-
tracts. Jacob Pinnington, Zack Nelson, Joe Johnson, Jayden
Luker and Axel Piesold have already played in development
games and their coaches have high hopes for them all. All

bar Zack Nelson played for the u21s on Monday night, coming
away with a 1-1 draw against Hitchin’s first team, and | would
expect some or all of them to feature in next Tuesday’s Final.

Could I give another shout out for Hatters Heritage. They are
close to having digitized our complete History and will then

be planning our museum at Power court. They were able to

do their initial work with support from the Lottery Heritage
fund, but need funding to keep going so if you are able, please
support them.

“Nothing is impossible, the word itself says “I’m possible.”
— Audrey Hepburn.

Enjoy the game.
COYH!

David

(9]
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choice for some of the most successful
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CHAMPIONSHIP
0 s\ EFL

7BALL

sotofgameto 1 LUTON TOWN

vy 0 SWANSEA CITY

' and thi We dl Kenilworth Road — Sat 4th March 2023
thatth nlghtf
96,97 minutes.

Hatters: Horvath; Drameh, Osho, Lockyer

Todayitwasa blt (C), Bell, Doughty; Nakamba, Campbell, Clark
of a different way (Taylor 90+5'); Morris (Mpanzu 81), Adebayo
but that's fine, (Woodrow 68)).
you've got to solve
problems and we Swans: Fisher; Cabango, Wood, Latibeaudiere,
got over the line.” Sorinola (Cullen 68'), Allen (C) (Whittaker
45+3"), Fulton, Manning, Cundle (Walsh 68'),
ROB EDWARDS Cooper (Paterson 77'), Piroe.
Scorers:
Morris 39'

(1]
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MUSCLESQUAD

More than just
a fitness store...

Based locally we are one of

the leading fitness equipment
companies in the UK.

We expertly design a range

of home gym equipment with

a mission of making fitness
accessible to everyone, all the
time. If you’re looking to workout
from home, whatever the space,
we have everything you need.

www.musclesquad.com

10% discount off

all products using
code LUTON10

Our customers say Excellent 4.9 out of 5 Based on 4,970 reviews 7 Trustpilot
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“It’s a really big
win. | thought the
lads were brilliant
and you have to be
if you are going to
win here at Bramall
Lane. It’s a really
difficult place to
come. | thought
first half we were
the better team. We
really quietened
them down.”

ROB EDWARDS

[

LUTON TOWN v BRISTOL CITY
WEDNESDAY MARCH 15TH 2023 | KENILWORTH ROAD
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CHAMPIONSHIP
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O SHEFFIELD UTD
1 LUTON TOWN

Bramall Lane - Sat 11th March 2023

Blades: Foderingham, Fleck (Sharp 59'), Berge,
McBurnie, Egan (C), Lowe, Ahmedhodzic,
Norwood (Doyle 69), Robinson (McAtee 70),
Bogle, Ndiaye.

Hatters: Horvath; Drameh, Osho, Lockyer
(C), Bell, Onyedinma (Bradley 84'); Nakamba,
Mpanzu (Berry 26'"), Campbell; Morris
(Woodrow 76'), Adebayo.

Scorers:
Morris 53'

[13]
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Transform your space with
the original, out-of-the-box
wall panelling solution.

Buy online
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SHEFFIELD UTD
REACTION

ETHAN
HORVATH

Words: Stuart Hammonds

Ethan Horvath spoke of his pride in the Luton Town team he
is part of after keeping his 15th clean sheet of the season at
Sheffield United on Saturday, as the Hatters made it seven
away league games unbeaten with a tenth away win of the
season.

“It’s kind of the cherry on top to get the clean sheet, but the
most important thing was to get the victory and | couldn’t be
prouder of how we performed today,” said the USA goalkeep-
er, who made a series of routine , but important saves in the
1-0 victory at Bramall Lane, including a crucial late block at
point-blank range to deny Blades skipper John Egan inside
the six-yard box.

“Right place, right time,” said Horvath. “Not much to say other
than | made my block, the ball hit me and I'm happy to have
contributed to the victory. The defence, the midfield and the
guys up top really worked hard today, so I'm very happy to
have done my bit.”

The Bramall Lane shut-out was Horvath’s second in as many
matches since he let Zian Flemming’s early shot slip through
his grasp for Millwall’s opening goal in the recent live Sky
match, which the Hatters fought back to draw 2-2 having
been two down.

Asked about his response to that difficult moment, the
27-year-old replied: “That’s football. Mistakes will happen. It’s
not the first mistake I've made, and it won’t be the last one |
make. The boys had my back. Now it’s two clean sheets in a
row and we keep moving.”

Bristol City Edition.indd 15
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On whether his team-mates put an arm
around him and urged him to move

on, he said: “Yes, of course. I've been
around the game long enough as well,
and you know that when the mistake
happens, you need to forget about it
because there is still plenty of football to
be played.

“If you dwell on it maybe you’ll make
another one, so after it happens you
forget about it and the next thing you
do, you want to make sure it's good to
get yourself back in the game.”

The man on loan from Nottingham
Forest is now looking forward to two
more big matches, at home to Bristol
City tonight and then at Sunderland next
Saturday, as the Hatters look to cement
their position in the play-off spots before
the international break.

He added: “Today was a massive result
and | don’t think we can let it get to us
on Wednesday night. We need to go out
and do the same thing against Bristol
and the same thing against Sunderland.
Two big games coming up and yes, |
think we are ready for them.”

[15]
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WE ARE A CONSTRUCTION SERVICES GROUP, DELIVERING SAFETY, VALUE & QUALITY

o YEARS OF TOUREEN

ceLEBRATING 3

The Toureen Group is a long-established construction group with award winning,
specialist, in-house divisions, delivering high quality projects for a wide range of
prestigious clients. The Group’s services can be contracted singularly or combined
to create increased value through integrated solutions.
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THEIR TOWN

‘ By Zac Neal

~

The Robins are in town tonight as we welcome Nigel Pearson’s Bristol City side to
Kenilworth Road. The Ashton Gate side arrive in Bedfordshire in 13th place in the Sky Bet
Championship table, nine points off the play-off positions but 16 above the relegation zone.

They are 12 points adrift of the Hatters and are in a decent run of form since the turn of the year,
having Ios&;{st one league game since a 2-0 reversal at home to West Brom on Boxing Day
— although six of those 12 matches have ended in draws. They also beat Championship clubs
Swansea and Albion in the FA Cup, before losing 3-0 to Manchester City in the fifth round.

Last time out, City beat Blackpool 2-0 in a comfortable win at Ashton Gate, with second half goals
from Andreas Weimann and Alex Scott sealing the three points for City.

“We needed to be patient because we had an awful lot of the ball and a game that doesn’t
perhaps suit our optimum style,” said Pearson, who saw his side keep a third clean sheet in their
last four league games. “But what is important is that we find different ways of winning games
and unlocking the door, and that is a really good example of us finding a good end product.”

City fans will fondly remember their last match against the Hatters as they triumphed 2-0 at
Ashton Gate in mid-August. Nahki Wells and Tommy Conway bagged the goals for the Robins.

Forward Wells has been having a good season as the Bermudian sits on 11 goals and four assists
for the campaign. He is joined in the Robins’ attacking stable by former Town forward Harry
Cornick, who switched clubs on transfer deadline day in January to join another ex-Hatter in Kal
Naismith, who moved as a free agent last May but is likely to miss out tonight through injury.

14/03/2023 11:46:04



NIGEL PEARSON

MANAGER | Pearson started his playing career with Shrewsbury Town,
making 153 appearances, before playing 80 times for Sheffield Wednes-
day and 116 Middlesbrough. In total he scored 24 times as a defender in
449 games. As a manager however, he has been in charge of Carlisle,
West Brom, England U21s, Newcastle, Southampton, Leicester on two
different spells, Hull, Derby County, OH Leuven in Belgium, Watford, and
has been in his current job with the Robins since February 2021.

HHNIH LI/ IA 000000000009 /004 00900040004 00040

MAX O'LEARY

GK | The 26-year-old made his way
through the ranks at Ashton Gate,
playing for the U18s before eventually
breaking into the first team squad in
2015/16. He has gained valuable expe-
rience out on loan, initially with Kidder-

minster before joining his hometown BY o I-I-I E FI I-M E R
club Bath City for a year. He then made
over 50 appearances for Solihull Moors S
and Shrewsbury, earning a call-up to

the Republic of Ireland squad in 2019,

before returning to Ashton Gate. He has

now played more than 60 times for City.

JAY DASILVA

DEF | Luton-born Dasilva started his junior career with the Hatters,
joining Chelsea in 2012, where he made his way through their system.
The 24-year-old was first loaned to Charlton in January 2017, where
he made 48 appearances before returning to the Blues. He was then
loaned out to City in 2018, making 28 appearances in his first spell
there. After being such an asset to the Robins, they signed the ex-Eng-
land U21 international on a permanent deal in 2019.

[18]
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TOMMY CONWAY

ONE TO WATCH | Scotsman Conway became part of City’s youth in
2009, when he was just seven. He made his first U18 appearance in
2019/20, and his U21 debut the season after, while also representing
his country at that age group. Conway was loaned out twice, to Yate
Town and Bath City in Non-League, before making the first team last
season, when he appeared four times. This season however, he’s
played 26 games, finding the net nine times in league and cup.

VI IS YIIA/ /A9 0 0000004 /0000000000000 00000/

MATTY JAMES

MID | Bacup-born James began his
career in Manchester United’s academy,
but was loaned out to Preston, playing
28 times over two seasons. Leaving Old
Trafford without making a senior appear-
ance, he was signed by Leicester, playing
101 times for the Foxes and contributing
to their Premier League title-winning sea-
W son. While at the KP, James wa§ loaned
to Barnsley and Coventry, and in 2021 he
joined the Robins. Now 31, he has made
64 appearances for them, scoring once.

NAHKI WELLS

ATT | Wells started his career in his home country Bermuda, playing for
Dandy Town and Bermuda Hogges. He only started playing in England
in 2010 for Non-League side Eccleshill United, joining Carlisle in Janu-
ary 2011 and Bradford later on that year. The 30-year-old joined Hud-
dersfield in 2014 and played 144 times there, netting 45 times, before
moving to Burnley. He was then loaned to QPR before a £5m transfer
to City in 2020. Has since scored 30 goals in almost 150 games.

[19]
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Fly to
London
by coach.

Travel from Luton Airport to London
on one of our comfortable coaches.

With more buses at peak hours.

And with our comfy seats, onboard WI-FI
and USB port, time will just fly by.

£12 single, £18 return* and
£35 for a Family return ticket

Book now at

greenline.co.uk
@' greenline
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Under the spotlight is a player with a connection to both the Hatters

and today’s visitors, with club historian ROGER WASH looking back at

their first and last appearances for the Town. F I RST
Born in Glastonbury in December 1950, Peter joined Bristol City from

school. A quick and powerful attacking midfielder he soon had the scouts AND

flocking to Ashton Gate after he was moved up front and scored five

goals in as many games. I 1ST
This led to a £65,000 move to Bill Shankly’s Liverpool in 1973 but the

dream turned to disaster when a series of injuries left him still waiting
for a League start. Luton manager Harry Haslam then rescued him in
November 1974 for £70,000 but five games into his Hatters career he

broke a toe when winning a penalty against future champions Derby PETER

which opened a space in the side for teenager Ron Futcher. SPIRING

Unable to win back a regular spot in the Luton side, Peter moved to
Hereford in 1976 where he made over 200 League appearances in a long
and successful career. Peter still lives in Hereford where he became an
electrical contractor.

FIRST GAME: STOKE 4 LUTON TOWN 2
16/11/1974

After going behind after two minutes to championship-chasing Stoke the
Town, aided by man-of-the-match Peter Anderson, manage to draw level
and then spurn many opportunities.

Peter Spiring can only watch as Stoke turn on the power in the second
period, scoring three times in seven minutes to kill off the game.

The Town have now gone eight games without a win and look destined
to go straight back to Division Two (now the Championship).

LAST GAME: BLACKBURN 3 LUTON O
3/4/76

For the fourth away game in a row the Town go down by the same
scoreline and end their slim chances of inmediate promotion back to the
top flight.

Relegation-threatened Rovers turn in their best performance of the
season as they sweep away a below par Hatters side, but it could have
been so different had a foul on John Aston in the box led to a stonewall
penalty with the game still scoreless.

Peter Spiring, making his first appearance since the end of Novem-
ber, puts in his normal 100 per cent effort but is unable to inspire his
colleagues.

[21]

Bristol City Edition.indd 21 14/03/2023 11:46:10



HATTERS
TALES

WITH ROGER WASH
CLUB HISTORIAN

[ Malcolm Macdonald forces the ball over
the line for the first goal.

NEW & USED CAR SPECIALISTS
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SUPERMAC STRIKES

Following three years of almost
non-stop success, expectation

levels remained extremely high at
Kenilworth Road, and even though
the Town had forced their way back
into the old Division Two after double
promotions, and the standard of
football was likely to be of a much
higher standard, there were those
supporters who expected the team to
win every week as of a right.

When the players failed to get off to
a winning start, losing 4-2 at Bolton
on the opening day, it seemed as if
the world had ended such was the

wringing of hands on the streets of

Bristol City Edition.indd 22

Luton. Tempers did not improve on the terraces when Norwich
returned to Norfolk with a point from a dull 0-0 draw the
following week, and supporters were starting to feel that

the great period of success was finally over and a season of
struggle was a foregone conclusion. Fans are fickle!

A glimmer of light shone through in the next game, away to
a powerful Birmingham side, with ace marksman Malcolm
Macdonald earning a point with a late penalty in front of a
baying, partisan crowd of 30,141. Those Luton supporters
present at St Andrews had finally witnessed some Second
Division class and know-how from the players, and it was
hoped that the Hatters would now start climbing the table.

If anyone was thinking that the point earned at Birmingham
was a flash in the pan, their fears disappeared quickly when
unbeaten Oxford were thrashed 4-0 at Kenilworth Road the

14/03/2023 11:46:12
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following Tuesday evening. The season
was now up and running!

Middlesbrough were flattered by
managing to leave Kenilworth Road
with only a 1-0 defeat in the next game
before the Town were unfortunate to
go down by the same score to eventual
champions Leicester at Filbert Street.

Next up were Orient, who were swept
aside by the power of Macdonald and
they went back to East London on

the wrong end of a 4-0 defeat and,
although only a point could be picked
up at Swindon, both were secured at
QPR when skipper Mike Keen returned
to his old club and scored the only goal
of the game with a scorching free-kick.

The Town had now eased up to fifth
spot and things were looking rosy at
Kenilworth Road with almost 16,000
turning up for the visit of Bristol City.
The Hatters had yet to concede a goal
at home and were so full of confidence
that they were expected to sweep the
Robins aside with ease.

Despite injuries to goalkeeper Tony
Read and big centre-half Chris Nicholl,
both were pronounced fit before
kick-off, meaning that the side was
unchanged from the one that beat QPR

Bristol City Edition.indd 23

Macdonald shows his heading prowess
with the second goal.

in midweek. City included their new signing, £5,000 full-back
Steve Stacey, who had joined the Ashton Gate club after being
on a month’s loan from Ipswich.

The Town opened the scoring on 18 minutes when Macdonald,
showing acute awareness, was on the spot to ram the ball
home after City goalkeeper Mike Gibson had saved full length,
but failed to hold, a rasping shot from Keen.

The score was doubled after 33 minutes when Macdonald
netted again, this time with a flashing header from a pin-point
Jim Ryan centre. A nano-second before this | remarked

that Macdonald didn’t often score with his head, which is
occasionally thrown back at me over 50 years later!

The game was made safe just before the hour mark when full-
back Alan Slough, on the overlap, took a shrewd Don Givens
pass in his stride and bore down on goal before giving Gibson
no chance from close range.

From then on it became a personal duel between Macdonald
and Gibson, with the Luton striker being thwarted on three
occasions by the brilliant anticipation of the shell-shocked
Robins goalkeeper.

City were never in it with the Luton defence, in which John
Moore was a rock alongside Nicholl, making short work of
anything thrown at them, which was not very much.

Luton coach Jimmy Andrews said afterwards: “With the gusty
wind and the light ball, conditions were very difficult. To score

14/03/2023 11:46:13
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HATTERS
TALES

WITH ROGER WASH
CLUB HISTORIAN [ David Court fires in a shot. ]

three times and create half a dozen only 15, 992 were present. “If we keep playing on like this
other chances in these conditions, people will have to come and watch us. Look at the goals
satisfies me. Macdonald is getting, surely he’s the biggest Saturday

attraction in the town.”
“There’s a terrific pride in the side about

this clean sheet. It's got to the stage City manager Alan Dicks admitted they were outplayed by a
that if an opponent even manages to Hatters side that had moved up to third spot in the table.
getin a shot, there’s an immediate post-

mortem among our defenders.” Luton Town: Read, John Ryan, Slough, Hoy, Nicholl, Moore,

Jim Ryan, Court, Macdonald, Keen, Givens (Busby).
The Town needed crowds of 20,000 to
break even and manager Alec Stock, Bristol City: Gibson, Stacey, Drysdale, Wimshurst (Tainton),
celebrating 21years as a manager, Rooks, Parr, Skirton, Garland, Galley, Gow, Sharpe.
couldn’t understand the reason why

[25]
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Head of goalkeeping Kevin Dearden
believes the men between the sticks
currently for the Hatters, and those
starting elsewhere for their loan
clubs, have put the club’s GK Union
in a more positive place than ever.
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< Having been to the World Cup with
the USA, Ethan Horvath has been in
fine form, recording a 15th clean sheet
of the season - the same number as
goals that top scorer Carlton Morris
has to his name - as the Hatters have
laid roots in the Sky Bet Championship
play-off places.

“The longer the season goes on the
more Ethan is showing his value to us,”
said Dearden, who along with fellow
Kev, goalkeeper coach Pilkington,
took great satisfaction from the crucial
big hand the 27-year-old produced

to prevent Sheffield United captain
John Egan from plundering a late
close-range equaliser in the 1-0 win at
Bramall Lane on Saturday.

“It was a big save the other day, and
he’s up to 15 clean sheets. It’s not

all Ethan. It’s a team game, but he
should be proud of that, and he is
proving himself to be one of the best
goalkeepers in the Championship,
which is what we thought he would be

and what we hoped he would be.
“His attitude and his work ethic, day
in day out, is absolutely first class and
an example to any player, and that’s
transferring itself onto the pitch. He’s
a really steady, calming influence. The

team have got a lot of trust in him, and

%V'I i .%%.'2%%5‘.*‘8.5‘ e e e

Currently on a season loan from

WORDS STUAH HAMM*)NDS Nottingham Forest, Horvath did feature

o \
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in Steve Cooper’s side’s amazing surge to play-off promotion
last season, and Dearden believes that experience is aiding
the Hatters” own push this term.

“He did play a few important games for Forest, which | think
we have reaped the benefit of, because he’s got an idea of
what the Championship is about,” says Dearden.

“It’s difficult for goalkeepers coming into the Championship.
It’s a rugged, relentless, tough division for goalkeepers and |
think maybe that gave Ethan an indicator of what it would be
like.

“He was involved in the play-off push, so he knows what it
entails, he knows what it takes to win the play-offs, and he’ll
bring that experience and that calmness to the group, which
he has done all season.”

Dearden also emphasised the importance that the fans’
audible support of the keeper, when they sing ‘USA, USA, can
have on the team as a whole.

“It’'s massively important from the team and from a personal
point of view, but it just shows the support that he has from
the fans, because he also has that support from the group

Bristol City Edition.indd 29

as they realise how good he is, and it
always helps if you’ve got support from
the fans.

“We know what our fans are like away
from home, they are second to none,
they are brilliant. And when the ‘USA,
USA’ chants go round, it’s got to make
you feel good.”

The only goals that Horvath has
conceded from open play in the

last ten league games have come
against Millwall, the first which he
uncharacteristically let slip through his
hands, and a second that should have
been ruled out for offside.

“It’s a great stat,” says Dearden, “but
we have to reiterate that the team is
in good form. There is an unbelievable
belief and team spirit amongst the
group. They are prepared to die for
each other.

“Ethan makes a terrible mistake against
Millwall. He knows that, we know that,
but we’ve never even talked about it
because that’s a goalkeeper’s lot. It’s
something that he’ll do again, that's a
certainty. A lot of goalkeepers could
have crumbled in a big game, live on
TV - the first thing they do is make a
mistake like that. But Ethan didn’t.

“He showed his character, showed his
strength of mind and ended up having

a good game. He held his hands up, we
move on and we didn’t even discuss it.
The team is doing an unbelievable job
in defending their box, defending Ethan,
but Ethan is there, and has been there,
when he’s been needed.”

Horvath will only benefit from being

pushed by fit-again James Shea, whose
return to the matchday squad in early

[29]
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February came sooner than anticipated
following the serious knee injury he
suffered at Cardiff last Easter Monday.

“Sheasy has done unbelievably because
that was a bad injury, a serious injury,
and he’s come back quicker than we all
thought,” says Dearden. “That’s a credit
to him and to the medical team, they
have done a great job with him, and it's
been an eye opener for me.

“I've spent a lot of time with him on his
rehab, because ACL rehab is different
for goalkeepers and there is no real
evidence of what you should so,
because it’s not really a goalkeeping
injury. I've really enjoyed getting
involved one on one with Sheasy for
the rehab.

“His work ethic and his desire to come
through is amazing, but that’s Sheasy.
He’s shown that every time at this
football club that he’ll come through,
whether it’s being left out, or playing,
whatever - Sheasy shows that he’s
always stepped up to the mark.

“He’s never had a serious injury before.
It’s the first one he’s had and stepped
up and come back. Now he’s over with
Kev, and you’d never know there had
been anything wrong.

“He feels great, he looks great, he’s
training hard and one, Ethan knows
that he’s got competition on his hands,
and two, it’s also a great feeling for the
football club that if something should
happen to Ethan, we’ve got Sheasy
ready and firing and can’t wait to get
involved.”

Shea, who joined the Hatters as a free
agent following his release from AFC
Wimbledon in the summer of 2017,
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has played in two development squad matches in recent
weeks as he increases his fitness to be ready to make a 107th
appearance whenever required.

“Sheasy gives us that stability,” says Dearden. “We’ve relied
on Sheasy and we always talk about it. We recruited him as
a number two in League Two, and he’s been a number one
in the Championship. That’s credit to him, because of his
attitude, he knows his role at this football club and he plays
that to an absolute tee. Whenever he’s been required, he’s
never let this football club down, and that’s a credit to him.

“There are a few here who have become a bit of the fabric,
who have been on this journey the last six or seven years with
the football club, and I think it should give the people in the
club pleasure that we’ve got so many - Pelly, Pottsy, Glen, Bez,
Harry and Sheasy — that are still on it.

“A lot of teams, if they’d gone from where we have to where
we are now, would have lost them. But we've still got that
fabric and that is part of us, and that is why we have got
that extra percentage compared to a lot of other teams, I'm
certain.”

By Harry, Dearden is of course referring to Harry Isted, who
moved on loan to Barnsley in January with Jack Walton
moving in the opposite direction on a permanent transfer.
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“Jack was unfortunate in that he tweaked his groin, then his
partner had their first baby and it was a quite long and drawn-
out process. Obviously Sheasy had to come in and it was a bit
of unfortunate timing for Jack, but his recruitment was with a
longer term, bigger picture. It wasn’t always just about right
now.

“If we look at where Harry was, we saw Sheasy coming

back strong and fit and firing, and we just felt that Harry’s
opportunities with Sheasy back would be limited, and that he
needed the opportunity to go and play some games and find
his way, and see where that took him.

“He’s gone to Barnsley, he’s got in the team, he’s doing great
and they’re doing great, so in the end it’'s worked out perfectly
for Harry.
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“As part of that, last year with the
situation we had with goalkeepers
being injured, we couldn’t leave
ourselves short and in that chat with
Barnsley, we had an opportunity to
bring in Jack, a young goalkeeper who
has already played 40 games in the
Championship and was vital to them
when they stayed up the same year
we did.

“He played several matches and was

a massive part of the reason why they
stayed up, with his performances, and
we think there is potential. We think
we can work with Jack and make him a
better goalkeeper.

“So the opportunity came with Harry
and Jack, which we felt was the right
thing to do to allow Harry to play
football and for us to bring in a young
goalkeeper who has the potential, and
who also has that experience of the
Championship if we need to call on it.”

While Isted has kept four clean sheets
in his first seven matches for the Tykes,
Matt Macey moved to Portsmouth and
although Pompey’s push for the play-
offs under new manager John Mousinho
hasn’t materialised, the 28-year-old
summer signing from Hibernian has
earned plaudits with five clean sheets in
his ten matches.

“Matt came here hoping to play. We felt
that the department, with Sheasy being
out injured but with Harry here, so we
had Matt, Ethan and Harry, was what we
needed. | think we’ll all turn around and
say regarding Matt that it hasn’t worked
out exactly as we’d all have hoped.

“But we know that we has a very good
goalkeeper here in Matt, and given
the opportunity, he will do well. But
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he wasn’t playing, he was getting
frustrated and it was a case of us
looking after ourselves and having
cover, but if an opportunity came along
for Matt to go out on loan and get some
games and rebuild his confidence and
be the first team keeper that we think
he is, then we’d let him do it.

“Portsmouth offered him that
opportunity. A big club in League One
that was still hoping to get in the play-
offs. We felt it was an ideal opportunity
for Matt to go and get some games and
really show what he can do.

“Although some of the results for
Portsmouth haven’t been great,

myself and Kev have watched some

of the games and getting feedback,
Portsmouth are delighted that Matt’s
done really well. He’s kept a few clean
sheets, but he’s kept them in games as
well when he’s needed to.”
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With development squad keeper Jameson Horlick training
with the first team on a daily basis while preparing to go out
on loan to gain senior experience, and Under-18 stopper Sam
Bentley starring in the youth team’s title win and run to the FA
Youth Cup fifth round, Dearden is hugely positive about his
goalkeeping pack.

“There has been a real change in the goalkeeping department
since the January window, but | think it’s real positive
change," says Dearden. “It's positive for Matt going to get
games, positive for Harry to go and get games and maybe find
his way, real positive in Ethan’s form, unbelievable positive in
Sheasy’s recovery, and bringing in Jack, a young keeper who
we feel has got potential.

“He’s settling in well. He’ll be disappointed he’s not on the
bench, but it isn’t about right now for Jack. It’s longer term
and covering ourselves for if anything happens this season,
but we see Jack as a long-term project.

“Credit to Kev (Pilkington) because he puts a lot of hard work
out there on the training ground with the boys, including Jamo
and Sam, and that is starting to really come to fruition.”

14/03/2023 11:46:29

[33]



KIT SPONSORS:
FIRST TEAM

AVAILABLE FOR ALL PLAYERS

TO FIND OUT MORE
CONTACT OUR COMMERCIAL
TEAM ON 01582 411622

SONNY BRADLEY

ELIJAH ADEBAYO AMARI'I BELL LUKE BERRY
H: WHOSH H: Available H: WHOSH
A: SAM Beast A Available A: Available
Consulting Ltd T: Available T: Available
T. 1981 Events TW: Available TW: Available

TW: Available

REECE BURKE

ALLAN CAMPBELL

JORDAN CLARK

!F H: ABS Thermal Insulations
| A: Bobbers Travel Club

T. Corey Mayes

TW: Available

ALFIE DOUGHTY

R H: Kelchner Brewery
A: You'll never take the

CODY DRAMEH

LUKE FREEMAN

H: Bartham Group
A: First Response Fire

H: Chris & Alex Browne
A: Tommy Lennon

maple UK T: Hugo Elkington
T: Available T. TP Extrusions Ltd TW: Available
TW: Available TW: Available

ETHAN HORVATH

TW: Available

HENRI LANSBURY

A Available
T. Available
TW: Available

H: Maddie Knight

PLATINUM
AVAILABLE

TW: Available

PLATINUM
AVAILABLE
G: Jo Mentiply & John

Wheeler
TW: Available

[

TW: Available

CARLTON MORRIS

TOM LOCKYER MATT MACEY CARLOS MENDES GOMES
H: H Block Con PLATINUM H: Available
Clubbers AVAILABLE A Available
A Available G: Jo Mentiply & John T: Available
T. Available Wheeler TW: Available
TW: Available S8 TW: Available

PELLY-RUDDOCK MPANZU

ADMIRAL MUSKWE

MARVELOUS NAKAMBA

X
°

r © PRIME ATLANTIC
°.. ‘GROUP

TW: Available

FRED ONYEDINMA

H: SAM Beast H: Available H: The Banks Family H: Solidium Design Ltd
Consulting Ltd A: Available A Available A Bobbers Travel Club
A: WHOSH T: Available T. Available T. Available
T. Scandinavian TW: Available TW: Available TW: Available
Hatters
TW: Available
GABE OSHO DION PEREIRA DAN POTTS GLEN REA
r H: LTFC Fool H: Available H: Doug Knight H: Available
A Available A: Available A Available A Available
T. SAM Beast T. Available T. Available T. Available
Consulting Ltd TW: Available TW: Available TW: Available
TW: Available
JAMES SHEA JOE TAYLOR ELLIOT THORPE LOUIE WATSON
g H: Available H: DLA Driving H: Available H: Doug Knight
A Available A Available A Available ¢ '{ A Temple Flooring LTD
G: Available T. Available T. Available T. Available
TW: Available TW: Available TW: Available § TW: Available
JACK WALTON CAULEY WOODROW MICK HARFORD SIMON PARSELL
H: Available (\IO H: Rob Mayfield H: Bobbers Travel Club
A Available A: Rob Mayfield A: Available
A T Aval»lable Smewables
M TW: Available B
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KIT SPONSORS:

DEVELOPMENT SQUAD

TOBIAS BRANEY

TO FIND OUT MORE INFORMATION

AIDAN FRANCIS-CLARKE

ABOUT KIT SPONSORSHIPS,

CONTACT OUR COMMERCIAL

TEAM ON 01582 411622

JAMESON HORLICK

JOSH ALLEN

? H: Available
A Available
T: Available

DANIEL IDIAKHOA

H: Available
A Available
T: Available

AVAN JONES

H: Available
A Available
T: Available

CONOR LAWLESS

H: Available
A Available
T. Available

JAYDEN LUKER

H: Available
A Available
¥l 1. Available

TYRELLE NEWTON

H: Available
A Available
T. Available

H: Available
A Available
T. Available

CASEY PETTIT

H: Available

A Available

A T: Available
JOSH SWAN

H: Formby Hatters
A: Available
T: Available

JOSH WILLIAMS

CALLUM NICOLSON
. H: Liz Evans

A Available

1{,‘35 T Avalable

H: Available
A Available
T: Available

YOUTH
TEAM

TYRELL GIWA

JACK BATESON

H: Gill, Julie, Neil &
Yvonne

A Vic Hardy

T. Available

SAM BENTLEY

H: Available
A Available
T: Available

JAKE BURGER

H: Formby
Hatters
A Available

OLIVER HEMLIN

S H: Available
A: Available

H: Gill, Julie,
Neil &
Yvonne

A Available

WILL HOUGHTON

H: Available
A Available

JOE JOHNSON

H: Available
A Available

CLAUDE KAYIBANDA

ARCHIE HERON
=39 H: Available
A Available

JACK LORENTZEN-JONES

H: Available
A Available

OLIVER LYNCH

H: Available
A Available

RIO MARTUCCI

H: Available
A Available

MILLAR MATTHEWS-LEWIS

H: Available
A Available

DARCY MOFFAT

H: Available
A Available

ZACK NELSON

H: Available
A Available

JOSH ODELL-BATURE

JACOB PINNINGTON

H: Les Miller - Miller &
Company
A Available

MAX SCOTT

H: Available
A: Available

BEN TOMPKINS

H: Available
A Available

MARCUS WARREN

H: Available
A Available
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H: Available
A: Bobbers
Travel Club

A Available

H: Available

g H: Available
A Available

H: Available
A Available
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Under-18s players Jacob Pinnington, Zack Nelson, Joe
Johnson, Jayden Luker and Axel Piesold all signed first-
year professional development contracts last week after
they impressed for Alan McCormack’s Under-18s this
season.

The young Hatters won the EFL Youth Alliance South East

title by 12 points and reached the Fifth Round of the FA Youth
Cup for the first time since 2016. The Under-18s are now
competing in the EFL Youth Alliance Merit League One and are
currently top of the table after three games.

To add to their title win, FA Youth Cup run and now signing
their new contracts, three of the five youngsters also featured
in the Development squad starting line-up that progressed to
the Beds Senior Cup final last week.

Development squad head coach Adrian Forbes said “it’s
brilliant” that the five players have signed professional devel-
opment contracts at Kenilworth Road.

“I think it's important to highlight how hard they’ve all worked
this season”, said Forbes. “It has been well documented how
well the Under-18s team have done as a whole under Macca
[Alan McCormack]. The work that they’ve put in on the training
ground has certainly reflected on the performances.

“When these players have stepped up and played in the
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Development squad, it’s been a nice
transition for them and they’ve ended
up with contracts that they thoroughly
deserve. We want to build an academy
where we get players that come
through the academy and then, hope-
fully, go into the first-team squad.

“That’s what we want and that’s what
we’re striving to achieve, and | think it
just shows that the work we’re doing
within the academy is allowing us to
hopefully achieve that in the next few
months and years.

“It's now a case of those boys that have
been given those contracts, knowing
that it'’s not ‘job done’, it’s the next

step on their ladder. Now they have to
continue to work hard, listen and take
in the information that is being given to
them by all the coaches at the club and
hopefully that will lead to them getting
minutes for the first-team.”

WORDS: Dec O'Reilly

[37]
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BEDS SENIOR
CUP SEMI-FFINAL

1 BEDFORD TOWN
5 LUTON TOWN U21]

WORDS: Dec O'Reilly

Development squad head coach Adrian Forbes spoke of:
his delight at the Beds Senior Cup semi-final victory against
BedfordTown at The Eyrie last Tuesday.

“I'm absolutely delighted for the boys”, said Forbes, after
seeing Jake Burger and Oli Lynch hit a brace each and Millar
Matthews-Lewis add the other in @ 5-1 win, with first team
keeper James Shea continuing his return to fitness after
almost a year out with another 90 minutes in goal.

“I spoke to them before the game about the momentum that
they have been building over the last few weeks, taking into
account this game, the jprevious round and the performances
against Chelsea, Bournemouth and Reading in recent weeks. |
knew we were building up to something, so it’s great that they
have been able to put that on show tonight.

“I'm really pleased and really proud of the boys for how
they’ve been over the last few weeks, which has comminated
in this performance. Also, | didn’t want any other teams
playing in the final at Kenilworth Road, it was important that
we were there and the boys have done brilliantly to get the
deserved win.”
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ACADEMY
UPDATE

Seven of the Under-18 side which won the EFL Youth
Alliance South East title featured in the starting line-up, and
Forbes described the transition those players have made as
“amazing”.

“All of us do a lot of work with them on the training ground,
but it’s about how the apply themselves during training and
games with the detail and information that ourselves as a
group of coaches give them. Credit to them, they have been
fantastic for all of us.

“We continue to work with them and challenge them to make
them better. You look at how they’ve performed today, it really
bodes well for the future of the club if we can just get them to
make that next step, we will continue to work with them and
fingers crossed, they can [make the next step].”

The young Hatters will be playing in the final at Kenilworth
Road on Tuesday 21st March against Biggleswade FC and
Forbes is “really looking forward” to the special occasion.

“Hopefully, behind the scenes, we can get the noise out
there and let people know that the game is going to be on,
hopefully there will be a good crowd for these boys,” he said.
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“l also think we have to look at it in

the sense of how it’s developing the
boys by having the crowd there as well.
Giving them a good crowd to play in
front of, letting them hear the noise of
the crowd, that’s something that they
don’t always get when playing Under-
18s football and in the Development
squad games.

“Just having that 12th man in the
stands, backing them and supporting
them will be massive. We want to make
it a special occasion for anyone who
comes to watch and, ultimately we
want to come away lifting the trophy.”

The final kicks off at Kenilworth

Road at 7.30pm next Tuesday with
tickets costing £8 for adults, £3 for
concessions and £1for U16s. The ticket
office advise supporters to book their
tickets online in advance of the day.

[39]
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Book direct with no booking fee
at thameslinkrailway.com

Proudly supporting Luton Town Football Club

*Fare stated is based on our Weekend Super Off Peak
Day Return ticket from Luton to London Thameslink
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ThamesLink/

WE'RE WITH YOU
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KNOW...
JOE JOHNSON

Age: 17
Position: Left-back

Where are you from?
North London. I’'m from Barnet.

Which junior teams did you play for?

| played for Total Football Academy until | was six years old,
then | signed for Arsenal and was released when | was ten.

| started to play for Focus Football before being picked up
by Luton. | used to play as a centre-half when | was younger,
but | put on a bit of weight so went into midfield before
becoming a left-back at Luton.

Which team do you support?
| support Arsenal, which is why | went to play for them over
other clubs when | was younger.

When did you join Luton?

| had quite a long trial, | trialled as an under-15 and we had
a long break because of the COVID-19 pandemic. I've been
here for about three years now.

How did you join the club? :
Lee Cowley scouted me, he was a good friend of my coach
at Focus Football. Lee.Cowley was given a recommendation
about me, he watched me play and decided to give me a
trial. | originally got signed as a box-to-box midfielder, but
they didn’t think it suited me, so they put me in at left-back
and it worked.

Who has been the biggest influence on your career so

_far?

Professionally, there isn’t that one player | look up to. |
would say my family, my dad has helped me out a lot. When
| look and think about quality full-backs, I like to watch Trent
Alexander-Arnold, | like the way he attacks. | also like Kieran
Trippier a lot, but within Luton | love to watch Alfie Doughty,
| like the way he drives at players, he’s direct and very quick.

Who is your footballing hero?
| don’t remember watching him, but Roberto Carlos. His
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WEDNESDAY MARCH 15TH 2023 | KENILWORTH ROAD

LUTON TOWN v BRISTOL CITY ]

technique was unbelievable, he was an
absolute joke.

What has been the highlight of your
career so far?

Probably our run in the FA Youth Cup. |
really enjoyed playing in that competi-
tion, especially playing in-front of the
fans in a few of the rounds. It was a
great experience to play at the Kenny
with the atmosphere of the crowd.

What are your hopes for the future?

| just want to get as high in football as
possible. There’s no limit for me, | just
want to play at the highest level. From
where | am now at Luton, I'd love to pro-
gress and eventually play in the Premier
League and the Champions League. |
like to dream. If I'm being realistic, | just
need to keep my head down and work,
hopefully it will come as a result of being
dedicated.
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Khalsons Windows
& Doors

UPTO

l#‘: :: :
Trustpilot o .

zxxxx on all Windows & Doors NoU&id
COVERING BEDS, BUCKS & HERTS

FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE
CALL: 0333 577 5546 OR VISIT:
www.khalsons-windows-doors.co.uk

WINDOWS
70 7% SOUTHILTD

Manufacturers & Installers of High Quality PROUD TO
UPVC Windows & Doors, Bi-Fold Doors, SUPPORT

Composite Doors, Conservatories
and Much More. Finance Available.

r UK’S MARKET
LEADING DISTRIBUTOR
OF PIPELINE AND
HEATING SOLUTIONS

OVER 50 BRANCHES

I.TE
NATIONWIDE “
BSS LUTON s
T: 01582 875 600 AL
E: 1420.sales@bssgroup. )

0] 5 82 483777 www.bssindustrial.co. uk
07882 895737 SERVICE & KNOW-HOW

akwindowssouthl@gmail.com 10 DO YOU PROUD
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Excellence in Dentistry at affordable
prices in Luton. We offer Implants,
Teeth Whitening, Cosmetic Dentistry,
Invisalign and Specialist Treatments.
We offer sedation for our anxious
patients.

www.leagravedental.co.uk

696 Dunstable Rd, Luton. LU4 8SE (£ )
J Telephone: 01582 494815 @leagravedental

Bristol City Edition.indd 43 14/03/2023 11:47:26 ‘



WN

CONMWIUNITY TRUST

\\.‘“U,?lp

. COMMUNITYTRUST

&’*

”fmﬂ‘

e W o o wuton's
o s == o5
C o m £ C worss

( Utllltaﬁ

UTILITA EFLE KIDSKIDS cup

EFL

CUP’REGIO|N| A L'IFINALb

On Tuesday 7th March, we were extremely proud and excited
to host this year's Utilita EFL Kids Cup Regional Finals for the
South Championship area.

As some of you may know, last year Sacred Heart Catholic
Primary School ended up winning the national final at Wem-
bley Stadium prior to the Championship Play-Off Final, whilst
representing Luton Town which was a massive achievement
for the school and the whole Club!

With the snow hitting Bedfordshire area, there were some
doubts as to whether the tournament would be able to take
place. Fortunately, we were able to overcome those weather
conditions and were able to host the tournament - we ended
up brushing the snow off the pitch in the morning!

Twelve teams took part in our tournament, representing
southern based teams from the Championship. Teams who
participated in our tournaments were: Luton Town, Queens
Park Rangers, Reading FC, Birmingham City, Millwall, Coventry
City, West Bromwich Albion, Watford, Swansea City, Cardiff
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City, Norwich City and Bristol City.

The Hatters were represented by The
Arnold Academy, a middle school based
in Barton-Le-Clay who flew through the
Central Bedfordshire heats and then
won the county tournament earlier this
year.

The above teams were split into two
groups of six teams where they all
played each other once, and the teams
finishing in the top four of the group
progressed through to the quarter
finals of the competition. Right from the
first set of games, you could see the
standard of the tournament, which was
extremely high to say the least. Over the
group stages, we saw 78 goals scored,
averaging over 2.5 goals per game
which sums up how high the standard
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Professional
@EFLTRUST @ Footballers’

was. One game to look out for in the
group stages was the final fixture of
Group B where Norwich City faced Bris-
tol City. The latter were bottom of the
group heading into this fixture, however
with a 1-0 win, they jumped into fourth
place, finishing above Birmingham City
on goal difference and qualifying into
the quarter-finals!

The quarter finals saw some exciting
games, including the derby between
Luton Town and Watford, where the
latter booked their spot in the semi-final
with a 1-0 win in what was an extremely
close encounter which could have
gone either way. The standout game

of the quarter finals was the fixture
between Coventry City and Queens
Park Rangers. You could call this game
the 'end to end' fixture with goals flying
in at both ends. Queens Park Rangers
ended up scoring a late winner, which
was the decisive goal in the game and
the Hoops progressed through to the
semi-finals. Joining Watford and QPR in
the semi-finals were Reading (winning
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Premler
League

2-0 against Bristol City)
and Cardiff (beating
West Brom 1-0).

The semi-finals saw
Reading take on Cardiff
City, and they booked
their spot in the final,
winning 2-0 against the
Bluebirds. The other
semi-final saw Watford
beat Queens Park
Rangers 5-2, after an-
other feisty encounter.

The last fixture, saw
Reading take on Wat-
ford. With both teams
unbeaten throughout
the whole day and
topping their groups, this was due to be an exciting encounter
and it certainly was. Reading started off on the front foot, scor-
ing an early goal to take the lead and get closer to the dream
of playing at Wembley. However, the Hornets responded very
well scoring three goals, which were enough in the end to
take them to victory.

A personal highlight of the day today was the visit of Luton
Town manager Rob Edwards, along with star midfielder Jordan
Clark, who came down to present the medals and trophies to
the participants after it had been announced earlier in the day
that he had signed a new contract with the Hatters.

Our Arnold Academy boys have a memory which will last long
in the mind, as Rob Edwards gave them an inspirational talk
following their exit in the quarter-finals, reminding them that
football can be cruel at times and it's important to remember
how successful they were to get to this tournament in the first
place. It's important to remember that despite the disap-
pointment of not getting through, their effort over the last
few tournaments was an extremely great achievement. With
over 50 schools taking part in our local tournaments, it is an
achievement in itself to go on and represent the Hatters!

A massive thank you goes out to the EFL Trust for giving us
the opportunity to host this great tournament, as well to all
teams who took part in the tournament as some had very long
journeys to make.

[45]
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Vanguish House, Wolseley Road, -

. Woburn Road Industrial Estate, P
E ‘J I Kempston, Bedford, MK42 7EF =
Telephone: 01582 579812

ECL Civil Engineering Ltd Website: eclcivils.couk |ndlan bonsal
. R - (s AWARD WINNING
ECL Civil E"gm:et"ng Ltd /@ Indo - Chinese FUSION Restaurant
are proud to . BANGLADESHI « CHINESE - INDIAN
support our local team i | authentic ~ creative ~ innovative

Taste the DIFFERENCE!!
FREE HOME DELIVERY

on orders £14.95 & over (3 mile radius)

== B Delivery charge applies for outside radius

4 W
10% OFF on Orders £18 & over
(Collection & Cash ONLY)

FUSION FEAST (DINE-IN & CASH ONLY)
Every WEDNESDAY & SUNDAY £12.50 per person
BRING YOUR OWN ALCOHOL - FREE CORKAGE!

MONDAY - THURSDAY: 5.00pm - 10.00pm
FRIDAY & SATURDAY: 5.00pm-11.30pm
SUNDAY: 12noon - 10.00pm

Unit 2, Marsh Road, Luton, LU3 2RW
01582 563636
www.indian-bonsai.co.uk

‘eclclvils.co.uk

IMPROVE YOUR GAEME
WITH 1-1 COACGHING! ‘

Build confidence and master
core skill based techniques
from our FA licenced coaches. G M D
WEB DESIGN
YOUR WAY

Scan the code to find
, out more or call:

jandrcoa_ching.co.ulf gmdevs.co.uk
O 0 © @jandrcoaching

Luton Sponsored By Sporting Ads
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NAME: Stanley Nevard NAME: Zane Oliver-Hodges

AGE: 9 AGE: 10

HOBBIES: Football & Gaming HOBBIES: Plays for Luton Town
FAVOURITE PLAYER: Elijah Adebayo evelopment Academy

OURITE PLAYER: Carlton Morris

SPOT THE BALL

Can you work out where the ball should be?
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Championing
Labels 4 Everything
in Luton

Championing over
300,000 small businesses in the UK.

e
glil‘:ﬁlig] Visit

Labels 4 Everything
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OVER HALF A MILLION
SKY BET CUSTOMERS USE DEPOSIT LIMITS
TO MANAGE THEIR BETTING BUDGET.

THAT'S ENOUGH TO FILL:

6 WEMBLEYS.

201 ALLY PALLYS.

OR 8 CHELTENHAM GOLD CUP DAYS.
(THAT'S A LOT OF TWEED)

ALL GOOD BOOKMAKERS

HAVE DEPOSIT LIMITS.

SO WHOEVER YOU BET WITH,

SET AN APPROPRIATE ONE FOR YOU
AND THEN ENJOY THE SPORT.

DEPOSIT LIMITS &

THAT'S BETTING BETTER.

sky ‘bet

BeGambleAware.org® @
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Defy

expectations
5
We have Clearing "
NEHEEVETEL
You can call us
on N

or visit
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LUTON TOWN v BRISTOL CITY
WEDNESDAY MARCH 15TH 2023 | KENILWORTH ROAD

?.I&lég)sNuleB%IE\sr SKY BET CHAMPIONSHIP 2022/23
P w D L F A GD PTS
1 Burnley 36231 |2 |7 |28 |43 |80
It was defeat for Luton Ladies on 2 | Sheffield United 36207 |9 |s56]|32 |22 |67
e audbury 3 | Middlesbrough 36|19 |6 |1 |64]|4 |23 |63
at home.
4 Luton Town 36 16 12 8 44 34 10 60
With their first choice goalkeeper 5 | Blackburn Rovers 36|18 |4 [14 |4 |4 [0 |58
suspended, a call up for Izzy Bruci was ; po— %6 e fn miie e =
made. Luton started the brighter from fiwa
kick-off as Fi Constable came close just 7 | Norwich City 3616 |7 |13 |51 |40 |1 |55
ten minutes in, firing an Andie Dickens 8 | westBromwich Albion | 36 [15 [9 |12 |46 |38 |8 |54
cross over the bar on the volley.
9 | Coventry City 36|14 |1 |1 |43 |7 |53
The game then started to level out and 10 | Sunderland 36|14 |10 |12 |51 |43 |8 52
27 minutes on the cIchk Sudbury took 1 | watford sl 2 ln 4]0 |2 51
advantage. A low driven effort across
goal after catching Luton out wide. 12 | Preston North End 3613 |1 12 |32 |38 |-6 50
13 | Bristol City 36|12 |12 |12 |45 |43 |2 |48
Minutes later ?"md Sydbury contlnueq 1 | stoke City w6l 7 6 lala s 46
to press, Bruci provided an outstanding
save to deny a one-v-one finish. 15 | Hull City 36|12 |10 |14 |4 |49 |-8 |46
16 | Reading 36|13 |5 18 |38 |55 |-17 |44
The game reached half-time with only 17 | swansea City 36 |1 |10 |15 4|55 [7 [43
one goal in it, but Luton knew a much
harder performance was needed in the 18 | Birmingham City 6|1 |9 [16 [4 47 |6 |42
second half. 19 | QueensParkRangers |36 |11 |9 |16 |37 |52 |-15 |42
_— 20 | Rotherham United 36 |9 13 |14 |40 |49 |-9 40
There was a double substitution at half- oernam e
time which provided the Hatters a boost 21 | Cardiff City 3610 |8 |18 |27 |40 |-13 |38
across the pitch as they took the game 22 | Blackpool 3|7 |n [18 [33]53 |-20]32
to Sudbury from the restart. -
23 | Huddersfield Town 368 |8 |20 3052 |-22 |32
Luton continued to press and push 24 | Wigan Athletic 367 |1 |18 |31 )57 |-26 |32

Sudbury back into their own half for the
majority of the second period, buton 70 As Luton piled on the pressure, they won corner after corner, and
minutes found themselves defending a on the second attempt they came agonisingly close, Constable
counter attack, until Elly Wade made a whipping a ball in and Abraham poking it goal bound, only to have
superb last ditch sliding tackle to deny the ball stopped on the line by the goalkeeper.
the away team.
Sudbury managed to hold out and left with all three points, Luton
A consistent performance from the left frustrated with faulting in the first half.
Sudbury keeper denied Liv Abraham
from the edge of the box as sherifled in  The Hatters don’t have time for sorrows however, as they are back
a free-kick. in action tonight as they take on AFC Dunstable in the semi-final of
the County Cup.
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2022-23 FIXTURES & RESULTS %

DATE OPPOSITION POS STARTING XI

SAT JUL30  BIRMINGHAM CITY HORVATH BRADLEY POTTS

NEWPORT CTY AFC (CCR1) LANSBURY PEREIRA

AUGUST

SAT AUG20  SWANSEACITY A 18 W20 HORVATH BREE BURKE LOCKYER POTTS BELL cp

AUG 30 CARDIFF CITY A9 w21 HORVATH BREE BURKE LOCKYER POTTS BELL CA

BLACKBURN ROVERS 5 HORVATH LOCKYER

: SEPTEMBER

HUDDERSFIELD TOWN - HORVATH ONYEDINMA LOCKYER

TUE 0CT18  NORWICH CITY A 4 w10 HORVATH ONYEDINMA BREE LOCKYER POTTS BELL CcA

OCTOBER

SUNDERLAND HORVATH DOUGHTY LOCKYER

READING HORVATH LOCKYER BRADLEY

STOKE CITY LOCKYER

&
§ MON DEC26  NORWICH CITY H 12 W21 HORVATH BREE OSHOM LOCKYER POTTS DOUGHTY ]
a

HUDDERSFIELD TOWN HORVATH

DOUGHTY LOCKYER

TUE JAN17  WIGANATHLETIC (FACR3R) A - W21 HORVATH DOUGHTY BREE BURKE 0SHO BELL Ch

JANUARY

SAT JAN28  GRIMSBYTOWN(FACR4) H - D22 HORVATH DOIUGHTY 0SHO LOCKYER POTTS BELL Ch

GRIMSBY TOWN (FAC R4 R) HORVATH THORPE LOCKYER ONYEDINMA

WED FEB15  PRESTON NORTH END A 4 HORVATH ONYEDINMA BURKE LOCKYER O0SHO

BURNLEY HORVATH DRAMEH LOCKYERM 0SHO

TUE FEB28  MILLWALL H 6 D2-2 HORVATH DRAMEH 0SHO LOCKYER BELL DOUGHTY N

WED MAR15  BRISTOL CITY H

SAT APR1 WATFORD H

SAT  APR15 ROTHERHAM UNITED A

APRIL

SAT APR22  MIDDLESBROUGH H

LUTONTOWN.CO.UK

Visit the official club website for up-to-date
news, ticket info, match reports, and live
coverage via iFollow Hatters.
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FACUP

KEY': GOALSCORER < | 1ST SUB/ 2ND SUB / 3RD SUB / 4TH SUB / 5TH SUB | BRED CARD | = YELLOW CARD | OWN GOAL %

0.6. SUBSTITUTES

T oameEL CARK FREEMAN I MORRIS ADEBAYO MACEY, LOCKYER, CORNICK, WOODROW, LANSBURY, PEREIRA, JEROME
ADEBAYO MACEY, LOCKYER 5. WOODROW, LA

MUSKWE
ADEBAYO
ADEBAYO
ADEBAYO
ADEBAYO
ADEBAYO

WOODROW JEROME

WATSON

FREEMAN MUSKWE 16,323

CAMPBELL

FREEMAN

CAMPBELL LANSBURY 9,839

LANSBURY

CAMPBELL

CAMPBELL DOUGHTY 25,846

ADEBAYO
ADEBAYO

10,060

CAMPBELL
CAMPBELL

CLARK
MPANZU

LANSBURY
CORNICK

CAMPBELL MPANZU MORRIS

18,095

MPANZU MORRIS 9,831

CAMPBELL MPANZU

CAMPBELL WATSON 5,668

CAMPBELL

MPANZU

CAMPBELL WATSON ADEBAYO 7,051

NAKAMBA
NAKAMBA

MPANZU
MPANZU

ADEBAYO
ADEBAYO
ADEBAYO
ADEBAYQ %" SHEA, BRADLEY, BERRY 5%
SHEA, BRADLEY, BERRY, 10
SHEA, BRADLEY, BERRY, W/

10,066

NAKAMBA MPANZU 10,060

Luton Town Football Club’s commitment is to promote inclusion and to confront and eliminate discrimination,
whether by reason of age, disability, gender reassignment, sex, sexual orientation, marriage and civil
partnership, pregnancy and maternity, race, religion or belief. People can be assured of an environment in
which their rights, dignity and individual worth are respected, and in particular that they are able to work and
watch football in an environment without the threat of intimidation, victimisation, harassment, bullying and
abuse. Should you wish to report a specific incident, please contact your nearest steward or download Kick It
Out’s free, confidential reporting app on the App Store or Google Play.

DISCRIMINATION
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TOGETHER FOR ACCESS
TOGETHER FOR EQUALITY

TOGETHER FOR INCLUSION
TOGETHER FOR DIVERSITY

FOR THE GAME WE LOVE.

HEFLTOGETHER



LUTON TOWN "'
DISABLED SUPPORTERS PLAYER

ASSOCIATION STATISTICS

The Luton Town Disabled Supporters
Association are looking to take on new
committee members. 2022-23 SEASON CAREER
LEAGUE Ccup TOTAL CARDS | TOTAL
We are looking for people with commit-

ment, enthusiasm and passion to support APPS | 6 | MRS |G | AS [6 . PPS | G

with the committees aims and objectives, Eljah Adebayo 201 |7 |13 |m |2 || [9 [7 |o |8 3
to enhance the access and experience of Amari Bell o 11 2 oo [slo |2 1 [ [ )
all disabled supporters associated with
Luton Town Football Club.

Luke Berry 1 lm |3 {2 e {o |3 [ |3 |1 Jo |=a b

Sonny Bradley 9 (@ Jo [o (@ o 9 [@ Jo [3 Jo [®w [

We are looking for people to help us drive James Bree 7o o T2 To o Tolo [o [z o [w |2
forward, to bring their experience and
skills and who are willing to offer some of
their time to that end.

Reece Burke BB |2 310 |o B0 |2 |3 [0 [5 4

Allan Campbell 29 (@) 2 [4 [0 [0 BAO) |2 |3 |0 |5 6

Jordan Clark 200 (2 [2 [ |1 [ [3 [4 |o [0 8
Please download an application from the Harry Corick el [2 1o [ {o [ |2 |1 [o |2 3
club website, complete and return it to:

Afie Doughty 6 (@ |1 [2 (@ o |®8|e |1 [8 |0 |2 1

recruitment@Iltdsa.co.uk Cody Drameh [ U I O U Lo o 1 fo |7 0
Luke Freeman 9 M |2 0 [ [O 9 1M |2 |2 |0 |20 2

All applications must be received by Friday

Ethan Horvath B[ o [4 [O o |39]@ Jo o Jo |39 0
17th March 2023.

If you have a disability, you will be offered Cameron Jerome O @ v (1@ [0 1 ] 1 [0 [0 |6 6
an automatic interview. Henri Lansbury s (@1 [1 ol [7]e |1 [2]0]a 1

Tom Lockyer 0 [ 11 3 [o |1 || |2 [5 |1 |0 3

Harry Isted 1 {o Jo fo fo Jo |1 [@ Jo [o Jo |6 0
We will then shortlist and let you know if

you have been successful. MattMacey 0 (@ [0 |1 @ |o |1 [©® Jo o [o |” 0
Carlos Mendes Gomes 0 (0 JoO 1T 10 |1 110 |1 0 |0 |5 2
Interview dates and times will be con- Calton Morts 2o (5 [1 e [0 [=]e [s]e [o [ [s

firmed shortly.

pelly-Ruddock Mpanzu - |18 | 5) |1 |1 @ Jo [w|® |1 |2 |o |0 =

Where necessary, we may be able to Admiral Huskove Voo e e R e e e foq® |2
facilitate on online interview. MarevelousNakamba {7 | () [0 o [© o |7 Jw o [1 Jo |8 0

. . . Fred Onyedinma 5 1@ (o [1 |m [o |6 Jaoy Jo [2 |o |4 3
Successful candidates will be notified

shortly after the interviews and will be
invited to attend their first committee Dion Pereira 0o [o o |1 o |o [+ @ Jo o [o |3 0
meeting which will immediately precede Dan Polls 2ol 2ol |z]o [+ |2 o |2 2
the AGM in April.

Gabriel Osho m e |1 4 [ jo 20006 [1 |3 |2 | 1

Glen Rea 0 (0 JO |0 (O [0 0 [0 |JOo [0 |0 [207 8

We look forward to receiving your appli- James Shea 0[O [0 Jo @ 0 fO [ (0 Jo o f106 |0
cations and then welcoming some of you Joe Taylor 0o (@ o Jo Jo |o [o]@ |o o [o |2 0
onto our committee.

Elliot Thorpe 0 [@ o 1 M [0 T (@) 0 [0 [0 [5 0

Kind Regards o i 2 (@ Jo |4 (@ [o [6 [@ Jo 1 |o |8 0

Josh Williams o [ [o Jofm [o Jo|m o o fo |1 0

Allan Drummond - LTDSA Secretary Cauley Woodrow s (ot Jalo [t [7]ow]2 {2 o] |2
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LUTON TOWN v BRISTOL CITY
WEDNESDAY MARCH 15TH 2023 | KENILWORTH ROAD

THE LAST
WORD

Well that was quite a day! The snow had been and gone,
even the M1 was quiet, and the performance was of
course excellent.

Llronically Bramall Lane was the venue for my first BBC 3CR
commentary in January 1991 when two Lars Elstrup goals
helped Jim Ryan’s side to a 3-1 FA Cup third round win.

It was also the last time | had seen the Hatters win away to
the Blades, as | missed the 1994 league victory under David
Pleat.

As | mentioned in commentary on Saturday, | had travelled
to Hong Kong hoping to cover Luton boxer Billy Schwer’s
first world title fight. But with less than 24 hours notice the
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SIMON OXLEY

BBC 3CR COMMENTATOR

whole show was cancelled. At least we made the
trip, and of course Billy went on to successfully
challenge for a world title later in his career.

So Saturday was a welcome victory which has
certainly put the “cat among the pigeons” in the
race for the second automatic promotion place.

Sheffield United are certainly wobbling. That was
their fourth defeat in six Championship matches
and, at the time of writing, those defeats have
come to the four sides immediately below them -
at home to Middlesbrough and Luton, and away
to Millwall and Blackburn.

So can Luton finish second? | wouldn’t put

my mortgage on it, but nor would | discount

it completely. There are trips to Millwall and
Blackburn to come, plus a home meeting with
Middlesbrough, not forgetting this Saturday’s
trek to Sunderland. But others have tough
matches, FA Cup commitments and the weight of
expectation.

In truth every game will be a challenge, starting
tonight. But this group are showing such spirit
and determination it's impossible not to think
“what if?”

Our season on 3CR is coming to the boil nicely.
Aside from the possibilities here we have the
Watford soap opera which could still even now
see them reach the play-offs. Wycombe could
yet do the same in League One, with MK Dons
battling against relegation. And Stevenage are
trying not to slip from the automatic promotion
places into the League Two play-offs.
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utilital

Make 3 changes at
home and save up
to £546 a year!

utilita.co.uk/high5
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*All energy usage data is based on Energy Saving Trust Infact Report
(September 2019 / June 2021) and Utilita's Review of the Energy Cost of
Cooking (September 2022). All energy costs are based on the Government's
Energy Price Guarantee (October 2022). Savings may vary as many factors
will be important in determining your actual savings.
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ROB EDWARDS NIGEL PEARSON
01 JAMES SHEA 02 KANE WILSON
02 CODY DRAMEH 03 JAY DASILVA
03 DAN POTTS 04 KAL NAISMITH
04 TOM LOCKYER 05 ROB ATKINSON
05 SONNY BRADLEY 06 MATTY JAMES
08 LUKE BERRY 07 ALEXESCOIF:
09 CARLTON MORRIS 08 JOE WILLIAMS
10 CAULEY WOODROW 09 HARRY CORNICK
11 ELIJAH ADEBAYO 10 ANDY KING
12 HENRI LANSBURY 11 ANIS MEHMETI
13 MARVELOUS NAKAMBA 12 MAX O'LEARY
15 ADMIRAL MUSKWE 13 HARVEY WILES-RICHARDS
16 REECE BURKE 14 ANDREAS WEIMANN
17 PELLY-RUDDOCK MPANZU 15 TOMMY CONWAY
18 JORDAN CLARK 16 CAMERON PRING
20 LOUIE WATSON 17 MARK SYKES
22 ALLAN CAMPBELL 18 AYMAN BENAROUS
23 FRED ONYEDINMA 19 GEORGE TANNER
24 JACK WALTON 20 SAM BELL
25. JOE TAYLOR 21 NAHKI WELLS
27 ARIBIM PEPPLE 22 TOMAS KALAS
28 ELLIOT THORPE 23 NIKITA HAIKIN
29 AMARI'I BELL 26 ZAK VYNER

30 LUKE FREEMAN
32 GABE OSHO

34 ETHAN HORVATH
45 ALFIE DOUGHTY

MATCH OFFICIALS

REFEREE: JOHN BUSBY
ASSISTANT REFEREE 1: GREG READ
ASSISTANT REFEREE 2: GRAHAM KANE
FOURTH OFFICIAL: JOSH SMITH

LUTON TOWN LUTON TOWN ONLINE
FOOTBALL CLUB 2020 LTD WEBSITE: WWW.LUTONTOWN.CO.UK
PHONE: 01582 411622 iFOLLOW: LUTONTOWN.CO.UK/iFOLLOW

EMAIL: INFO@LUTONTOWN.CO.UK
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