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CLUB OFFICIALS
Chairman: David Wilkinson

Chief Executive Officer: Gary Sweet
Directors: Paul Ballantyne, Stephen Browne
Bob Curson, Mike Herrick, Rob Stringer
Shareholders: Kailesh Karavadra,

Luton Town Supporters Trust

Operations Director: Paul Watson
Finance Director: Tom Schofield
Commercial Director: Chris Bell
Honorary Vice President: John Buttle
Vice Presidents: Richard Banks, Cliff
Bassett, Gary Chamberlain, Doug Knight,
lan Gazeley, Emma Banks, Ben Banks,
lan Montone, Nick Owen

First Team Manager: Nathan Jones
Assistant Manager: Mick Harford

First Team Coaches: Paul Hart & Chris
Cohen

Head of Goalkeeping: Kevin Dearden
Performance Analyst: Peter Booker
Analyst: Dan Bond

Head of Scouting Operations: Phil Chapple
Head of Recruitment Analysis: Jay Socik
Head of Medical: Simon Parsell
Physiotherapist: Chris Phillips
Therapist/Kit Man: Darren Cook

Head of Sports Science: Jared Roberts-
Smith

Head of Performance Development: James
Redden

Academy & Development Mgr: Andy Awford
Development Coach: Adrian Forbes
Academy Head of Coaching: Paul Benson
Professional Development Phase Lead
Coach: Dan Walder

Foundation Phase Lead Coach: Ross 0'Kane
Academy Administrator: Emily Howes

Club Secretary: Chris Clark

Safety Officer: Andrew Bracken

Site & Facilities Manager: Peter Kemp
Head Groundsman: Richard Bird

Press & Media Manager: Stuart Hammonds
Head of Retail Operations: Siobhan
Kos-Hodge

Ticket Office Manager: Mike Hooker
Catering & Hospitality Manager:
Cristhiano Andrade Da Silva

Supporter Liaison Officer: John Miller
Junior SLO: James Whitehead

Club Doctor: Dr Paul Deeley

Club Chiropractor: David Leu

Head of Community Trust: Kevin Thoburn
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LUTON TOWN -V - COVENTRY CITY

Sponsored by:

29/09/2021 | KENILWORTH ROAD

THE
MANAGER

Good evening and welcome back to
Kenilworth Road for our first game
under the lights this season.

We know how special midweek nights
can be here, and we had that brief
taste of it midway through last season
when 1,000 of you were here for the
Norwich game.

That was memorable in its own

way, due to the behind closed doors
circumstances of the time, and of
course the great result against the
eventual champions. I've personally
missed these occasions for almost
three years, so | can’'t wait for tonight.

We are certainly due a win and we
should have had one here against
Swansea in our last home game.

We had started so well, playing
aggressively on the front foot, and if
we’d taken two glorious chances to go
four and five-up, it would have been a
different story.

As it was, credit to Swansea for their

comeback, in the same way that we’'d
taken plaudits for our fighting spirit in
the previous two games at Blackburn
and Bristol City.

We know we should have had at least
six points from that week, with two
long away trips followed by that home
fixture, but we ended up with just the
three. Two of those points felt like wins,
one like a defeat. But we have seen
enough to know we can more than
compete with sides who are expected
to do well in this league, and we have
taken the positives from that.

Coventry City programme Version 2 - USE THIS.indd 5

Thompsons Chartered Accountants Bedford.

Going to Bournemouth at the weekend
was always going to be one of our
biggest tests of the season, given their
unbeaten start. But once again, it

was a tale of us spurning a wonderful
opportunity to take the lead as we
started the game being aggressive and
asking all the questions, before two
quick first-half goals had us chasing the
game again.

We have done that successfully on
several occasions this year, and the
ovation we received at the end from
such a brilliant travelling contingent
spoke volumes for how we played in
the second half. We had the top team
in the Championship penned in their
own half, having to change their game,
but we just couldn’t find that crucial
second goal.

Again, we have seen a reaction in the
little training that we’'ve been able to
do to know that we’ll get a response
tonight, as we welcome a Coventry
side who have started the season.in
impressive form.

Welcome to Mark Robins, his staff,
their players and everyone who has
made the trip down the M1. They are a
side we've a lot in common with, having
played each other in League Two and
One on our way back up the EFL, and
we know that tonight will be another
tough encounter.

Please get behind the lads as you
always do. The atmosphere was electric
during the Swansea game and we

will be doing our best to give you a
performance to get right behind again
tonight.

COYH!
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LUTON TOWN -V - COVENTRY CITY
29/09/2021 | KENILWORTH ROAD

NOTES FROM
THE BOARDROOM

ROB STRINGER
DIRECTOR

Greetings all Hatters fans from this Luton
supporter’s outpost in New York City...

It was great to spend enough time in the UK
recently to see the last three games. | think we
would all agree that perhaps the results in all three
could have been so different if we had taken key
chances in each game, but we are so competitive
against teams that are perceived as ‘bigger’ clubs
that | believe these fine margins will be narrowed
and we will pick up more than enough points to be
a force in this league this season.

The injury list is not an excuse. It’s a fact, and
considering how many players are out it's a
testament to the squad and coaching staff that we
are competing as we are.

To arrive in Bournemouth on Friday night to find
out that Pelly had been injured the day before in
training was obviously gloomy, particularly as he
has barely missed a game in recent seasons.

But this disappointment was at least tempered
by the arrival of Elliot Thorpe, whose confidence
and positivity about joining the club was instantly
infectious to all of us.

We have clearly, strategically planned a more
youthful approach to recruitment policy since the
close season, and we believe it's another major
coup being able to sign a young player of such
potential. No one should underestimate the work
that Nathan and the scouting department, and
then Gary and his team, carry out to close deals
when prestigious clubs are often in the chase too.

In recent days more and more detail has

seeped out about the issues surrounding Derby
County, and we can all be relieved that our

club recruitment policy will not succumb to the
temptation to spend so frivolously, and we will

be totally in sync in building a club with a long
term future on every level, and not just short term
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gambling.

Being a transatlantic exile, it was
a joy to be in Bournemouth on a
sunny Friday evening with David
and Gary wandering through the
town in search of a curry with a
couple of refreshment pit stops
on the way - and quite a few
coastal steps to climb thanks to
our chief exec’s Google maps
directional leadership! Definitely
beats California for me when the
British seaside weather is that
nicel!

With the wonderful recent
acquisition of Ron Baynham'’s
England caps and their emotional
reunion with him all arranged by
Hatters Heritage, conversation
turned in the late hours of Friday
night as to where our other early
pioneer players’ international
caps might be traced?

David’s knowledge of some

of these players was very
impressive and | think we might
have set further quests for Roger
Wash and his colleagues!

| will be watching tonight’s game
on iFollow and subliminally
sensing the electric atmosphere
of the Kenny on a midweek
evening!

COYH!

- T N
LUTON TOWN FOOTBALL CLUB SINCE 1885
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THANKS THE LUTON LEGENDS!

To celebrate this season’s unique ‘Legends’ shirt,
we’re planting trees for Hatters fans. Get involved:

www.ryebridgeconstruction.com/lutonlegends
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KAL NAISMITH IS SITTING IN

THE SEPTEMBER SUNSHINE AT

THE BRACHE, REFERRING BACK

T0 ANOTHER WARM LUTON
AFTERNOON TWO DAYS EARLIER ON
THE OTHER SIDE OF TOWN.

The 29-year-old had been to visit the only Luton
Town player to gain a full international cap for
Scotland, Mike Cullen, in the garden of Trefoil
House care home where, now aged 90, the former
Hatters winger resides.

Along with club historian Roger Wash, Naismith
gave up an hour of his time to sit and chat with a
man who, like himself, left his Glasgow home as a
youngster - 17 years old in Mike’s case - to move
south and set up home in England.

He may be a dozen years older than the man he
reminisces with about growing up close to Partick
Thistle’s Firhill stadium when he moved to Luton,
but Kal sees similarities and can take inspiration
in more ways than one from the man who scored
19 times in 126 appearances for the Town.

“I enjoyed sitting there spending time with Mike,”
said Kal. “He was good company. He was still very,
very sharp for 90 years old, and he was funny. |
loved hearing his stories.”

They included tales of nights out with the likes of
Shirley Bassey and Diana Dors, of walking through
town with supporters stopping him to talk about
the game, and recollection of his modest wages
and transfer fees to Grimsby and Derby County,
before returning to Luton and then being one of
35,000 staff at Vauxhall, earning more money
than he did playing at Kenilworth Road.

Kal also searched the YouTube footage of Mike’s
proudest night, setting up their country’s goal in a
1-1 draw with Austria in front of more than 90,000
at Hampden Park, and held his phone up to show
his Mike the clip that he’d never previously seen.

Did the visit, arranged to give Mike a lift after a
difficult time for all residents and staff in care
homes locally (including Trefoil chef and Town
fan Jay Kewley), especially since Mike overcame
an especially tough bout of Covid at the height of
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the first wave, inspire him to become the club’s
second Scottish international? Or maybe third,

if midfielder Allan Campbell - Scotland’s third
highest holder of Under-21 caps - beats him to it?

“Yeah,” says Kal, nodding. “That’s one of my
ambitions. I've got goals in football that I've not
quite achieved yet, and that is one of my biggest.
Everyone wants to represent their country and

I'm no different. I'd love to, and it does give you
inspiration going there and talking to Mike about it.

“So to see that he’s done it, he’s moved away from
home and done everything that I've done, and it's
crazy to see him still down here at 90 years old.

It makes me think, ‘Am | going to be here at that
age?’ | spoke to Mick Harford about it before. He
said, ‘Once you end up here, you'll never leave'.
And to see him down here for all these years.

“Obviously Mike played for Scotland, and if me
and Al can do it - or one of us can do it, I'd be
delighted if it was him. If it was me...as | say, it's a
massive goal so I'd be so happy.”

For Kal to be outlining such ambition, both
internationally and in terms of considering a
long-term future in this part of Britain, can only
be positive for the Hatters. Town legend Big
Mick famously moved here in the 1980s from
Sunderland, via Lincoln, Newcastle, Bristol and
Birmingham, and never left after his son William
was born here, setting up home in Harpenden.

“I've been down here in England eight years
now and I've never really had a home. | think
the longest I've stayed in one house has been
two years. I've been at Wigan for three and
Portsmouth for three, but in a house maybe two
years max.

28/09/2021 10:58:11
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WORK, WORK HARD

AND THEN TRY AND BE
MYSELF, S0 T0O ALMOST |
GET THAT RESPECT FROM |
THE MANAGER, THAT |
RESPONSIBILITY FOR.
PLAYERS - IT'S A FE
THAT'S HARD T0 DESEA IBE
AND IT IS THE PROUDES
THING THAT I’VE DONE IN
MY CAREER."

“Me and Mick had a conversation about two
months ago, and he was talking to me about
moving into my place down here and | was
telling him that my eldest boy now is just

starting pre-school. He said, ‘That’s it, once they
end up in school and you sign a new deal, you'll

be here - you'll be here forever, that's what
happens. It's a great place to live.’

“Obviously Mick speaks very highly of the place
and the club. Everyone knows that. He is Mr
Luton and rightly so. | was speaking to him

about maybe going back up to Glasgow when my
career is done, but he said that in football - and

he’s bang on - you can'’t really plan nine years

in the future. You can't really plan a year. You've

just got to take it every month by month. Or
every six months anyway.”

Home for now is in Marston Moretaine,
renting George Moncur’s house following the
midfielder’s move to Hull.

Coventry City programme Version 2 - USE THIS.indd 12

“Moncs is my landlord, but | promise | won't go
easy on him when we play them!” he laughs.
“When | came down last year, | was in the process
of getting rid of my house to buy one, which we all
know can take a good few months.

“I' was in a club house with Kiernan Dewsbury-Hall,
which was brilliant for me. | was travelling back
with my family, which was two hours a time on

the train to Preston, so | was back and forth but
predominantly living in the house with Kiernan
four or five nights a week, and | loved that.

“But with George moving on, | spoke to him
because he’s got two kids himself, so the house
was perfect. I've been in there now for two or
three months, so we're settled. It's worked out
perfectly.”

Being settled off the pitch is clearly having an
impact on it. Ever-present in the league so far this
season, the Hatters' versatile defender has been

28/09/2021 10:58:16
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in superb form, winning the Diamond Player of the
Month for September with 35 per cent of the vote.

Having his partner Lauren and sons Bran and
Brooks to go back to after training and matches is
important for Naismith.

“It's huge,” he says. “It’s that routine and | need
my kids there. Everyone knows it can be tough
being a parent, but for me it's after a game on a
Saturday, that’'s when | always struggled.

“You build up for the full week to a game, and
then it's such an emotional thing and you are so
invested in that 90 minutes, and when the result
goes right, you're so happy and just want to see
your family. Or when it goes wrong, you're sad and
you just want to see your family and have them to
lean on.

“Last year | never had that after my matchdays,
and | missed it. After a Saturday, regardless of
whether we’d won or lost, I'd go home feeling a bit
empty because they weren’t there. I'd pick myself
up for Monday and Tuesday, and | would go again
from there.

“But just having them there is that grounding,
and | can never really be sad for too long. You're
angry at the result on Saturday night, but you go

Coventry City programme Version 2 - USE THIS.indd 13

home and process it, and Sunday you’re up with
the kids, you're at the park and they are a good
distraction. That’s just what life is.”

Despite only having joined the Hatters in January,
Naismith has quickly become one of Nathan
Jones’ trusted lieutenants in the Town dressing
room. His impressive performances in a variety of
roles have helped, in particular since he started
playing as a left-sided centre-half for the final
three months of last season.

But his ability to talk constantly - remember his

“I could watch you all day son” comment, clearly
audible on iFollow, to KDH as he played another
glorious pass in the derby win last season? - and
his leadership has seen him wearing the armband
for most of this season so far, with club captain
Sonny Bradley only recently returning to fitness.

“I just go about my work, work hard and then try
and be myself, so to almost get that respect from
the manager, that responsibility for the players -
it's a feeling that’s hard to describe and it is the
proudest thing that I've done in my career.

“Sonny is our captain and our leader, but we've
got lots and lots of experienced lads and leaders
in the changing room, so to be that one with the
armband on in his absence, and to have that

13
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“I LOVE PLAYING AT

THE STADIUM. | KNOW
EVERY PLAYER SAYS
THAT ABOUT THEIR
OWN CLUB, BUT | DO
LOVE PLAYING AT
KENILWORTH ROAD."

feeling of leading the lads out, it's a massive
honour.”

And on his position on the pitch, Naismith

has scored here under the Kenny lights as an
attacking opposition player for Portsmouth, but
has proved his versatility in his 32 appearances
so far as a Hatter. Does he see centre-half as his
best position?

“That’s the role | enjoy most,” he says. “I visualise
my career, and where it can go, and | think about
everything. That's the position where | see myself
progressing, with Luton, and that’'s where | see
myself going forward in the next six or seven years
of my career, if I'm that lucky and get that long.

“That might be where | see myself, but again,
everyone knows me and the manager knows me
well enough that if he ever wants to move me
about, then I'm here for the team, it's his decision
and | respect him. I'm never going to question it.
I'll go there and do the absolute best that | can.
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“But where | am now, | feel really settled, I'm
playing well and | feel that | can impact the team
from that position a lot.”

His performances, looking comfortable on the ball
and topping the Championship’s stats charts for
the highest number of interceptions in the early
stages of the campaign, have seen supporters
nickname him Kaldini - with a nod towards the
great Italian defender Paolo Maldini.

“You take it, he was a player, to be fair!” is Kal's
opinion.

The moniker originated at Wigan, his previous
club who he helped to promotion from League
One to the Championship, before the Latics’ off-
field issues resulted in a 12-point deduction and
relegation back to the third tier in 2019-20.

“It think it came from the shock of no-one at
Wigan having ever seen me play centre-half, and
then when | went there, that was just the one that
got through there and it stuck,” says Kal. “I think

28/09/2021 10:58:29



my missus saw it on Twitter one day, and she was
laughing that everyone was writing it, and it’s just
stuck and it ended up coming down here with me.”

We've already seen his love of old YouTube clips,
having shown his fellow Scot and ex-Luton hero
that 65-year-old footage. Does he watch Maldini
in action for the Azzurri and AC Milan, to learn any
tricks of his relatively new trade?

“l don’t look at him, but since | went to centre-
half, | watch a lot of games and just watch the
centre-halves now. Funnily enough, when | was

a number 10 | just used to watch clips of Zidane
and Ronaldinho on a Friday night and Saturday
night. But now it's people like Ramos and Van Dijk,
who is probably the one | watch most.

“It’s just his calmness when he’s defending. He
always trusts himself, you never see him diving
in. He's good on the ball, but in his one v one
situations, you never see him lunging, always on
his feet.

“l actually went to the Chelsea-Tottenham game
last week though, and | literally just watched

"IT'S 80 PACKED, SO
TIGHT, SO FULL. THE
FANS ARE AS LOUD AS
ANYTHING AND THEY
GET RIGHT BEHIND
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Thiago Silva for 90 minutes. He was unbelievable,
so I'll watch a lot more of him now, too.”

Chelsea’s Brazil international defender notched
his first goal of the season in that 3-0 win at the
Tottenham Hotspur Stadium. Maybe tonight,
under the lights, is the right time for Naismith to
follow suit?

“Yes, it is. We need to chip in, the defenders. It's
huge in the Championship, if you can nick goals
from set pieces. | got close with a couple recently,
I've got a lot more first contacts on the deliveries,
so | feel it's coming, and I'd love it to be at home
in front of the fans.

“I love playing at the stadium. | know every player
says that about their own club, but | do love
playing at Kenilworth Road. It's so packed, so
tight, so full.

"The fans are as loud as anything and they get
right behind us. I've scored here as an opposition
player and I've scored for us with no fans there. |
can’t wait to hear the noise when | get one, but I'll
take anyone scoring as long as we win.”
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THE OPPOSITION

It’s been a flying start for Coventry City so far

in the 2021/22 Sky Bet Championship season.
After nine games played, Mark Robins’ side have
won six, drawn one, and lost two. A brilliant
start to the campaign for the Sky Blues.

Last season, their first back in the second tier
after an eight-year absence, produced a 16th
placed finish for Coventry, the Sky Blues finishing
safely above the relegation zone.

Now, after such an impressive start to life back
in their own city at what used to be known as the
Ricoh Arena, supporters might begin dreaming
of yet another promotion under Robins, 20 years
after the Sky Blues were relegated from the
Premier League.

In the summer, the City squad was bolstered with
fresh faces. Following successful loan spells last
season, City's second spent groundsharing at
Bimringham, both Ben Sheaf and Viktor Gyokeres
arrived on permanent deals from Arsenal and
Brighton respectively. Martyn Waghorn signed
from Derby, Simon Moore swapped Sheffield
United for Coventry, with Bright Enobakhare
making the switch from SC East Bengal.

Also joining the squad on permanent deals were
Danny Cashman and Todd Kane, who joined from
Brighton and QPR. There were a couple of loan
additions, too. Jake Clarke-Salter and lan Maatsen
made the move from Chelsea.

WORDS: RYAN PAYNE

The Hatters were unbeaten in the two league
fixtures last season. The sides played out a

0-0 draw at St Andrew's in December, before
Luton recorded a 2-O win over the Sky Blues at
Kenilworth Road in March - James Bree and Elijah
Adebayo on the scoresheet for the Town.

Coventry kicked off their campaign with a 2-1 win
over Nottingham Forest, before a 1-O defeat away
at Barnsley. Two wins on the bounce followed,
beating Blackpool away 1-0, as well as a 2-1 home
victory against Reading. QPR recorded a 2-0 win
at the Kiyan Prince Foundation Stadium, before
Robins’ men beat Middlesbrough 2-0, and Cardiff
1-0. A 1-1 draw away to Millwall was followed

up with a 3-0 win against Peterborough at the
Coventry Building Society Arena last Friday, with
the following day's results leaving them third in the
table going into this midweek's programme.

l FOOTBALL CLUB

oventry City pro.

28/09/2021
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THE GOALKEEPER:
SIMON MOORE

Born on the Isle of Wight, Moore began his
footballing career with Brading Town, before
briefly being part of Southampton’s youth side.
He returned to Brading, eventually moving

onto Farnborough. The keeper then moved

to Brentford, making 64 league appearances
during their time in League One. Moore’s next
move was to Cardiff, where he was mostly

used as understudy to David Marshall. He
spent time on loan at Bristol City, before joining
Sheffield United in 2016. Moore was used
regularly in his first season, but less so from
then on and after five years at Bramall Lane,
the 31-year-old joined Coventry this summer.

23, COVENTRY CITY

Coventry City programme Version 2 - USE THIS.indd 18

s -

THE DEFENDER:
KYLE McFADZEAN

Born in Sheffield, McFadzean joined Sheffield
United at a young age and progressed through
the Blades’ youth set-up and into the first-
team. He made his debut for the club in a
League Cup tie against Shrewsbury. In 2007,
he signed for Alfreton and would spend the
next three years at the Reds. After impressing
in the National North, he earned a move to
Crawley, and was a part of the side that won
promotion on two occasions. McFadzean
would have later spells at MK Dons and Burton
Albion, before joining Coventry in May 2019.
The defender has been a regular since making
the move.

THE MANAGER:
RUSSELL MARTIN

Robins was a striker at Manchester United

and Leicester, among other clubs, before
going into coaching, he joined Rotherham as
No.2 to Alan Knill in 2005 and was appointed
Millers manager in February 2007, spending
two years in charge before leaving for Barnsley.
where he also spent a couple of years ahead
of spells at Coventry and Huddersfield. After
leaving the Terriers, Robins had a brief spell at
Scunthorpe, but returned to Coventry in 2017.
Since his appointment, Robins has helped City
win the League Two play-offs, League One, as
well as the EFL Trophy.
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EALTH

THE MIDFIELDER:
GUSTAVO HAMER

Moving to the Netherlands from Brazil as

a young child, Hamer joined the academy

at Eredivisie side Feyenoord. He made two
appearances for the club, and spent the
2017/18 season on loan at Eerste Divisie side
Dordrecht. Hamer then spent the next two
years of his career at PEC Zwolle, still in the
Dutch top flight. During his time with the club,
he made 50 appearances in all competitions,
and scored four times. In July 2020, the
24-year-old signed for Coventry. In his first
season with the Sky Blues, he scored five
times in 42 Championship appearances as the
side finished 16th.

WATCH OUT FOR...
VIKTOR GYOKERES

An in-form attacker so far this season, Swedish
international Gyokeres joined Coventry
permanently in the summer, having spent

time on loan last season. Starting out at

IFK Aspudden-Tellus in his native Sweden,
Gyokeres joined IF Brommapojkarna and
featured regularly in the Superettan. His
performances earned him a January 2018
move to Brighton, where he featured a number
of times in various cup competitions, and spent
2019/20 season on loan at 2.Bundesliga side
St Pauli. He also had a loan at Swansea, before
joining Coventry on loan earlier this year.

M O D E
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THE STRIKER:
MARTYN WAGHORN

A vastly experienced striker, Waghorn began
his career at Sunderland, featuring in six
league appearances for the club. After a
successful loan spell at Leicester, the striker
joined the Foxes on a permanent deal.
Waghorn made 60 league appearances for
the East Midlands club, and had loan spells at
Hull, Millwall and Wigan, eventually joining the
latter permanently. The 31-year-old enjoyed
spells at Wigan, Rangers, and Ipswich, before
having a three-year spell at Derby. After the
expiration of his contract with the Rams,
Waghorn signed for Coventry earlier this
summer.
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SPORT TRAVEL

MANAGEMENT
by CTM

15 ke

Corporate Travel Management (CTM) is a global
leader in business, sporis, and entertainment
travel management services.

VIST THE WEBSITE

AN EEEREEY.) )

www.travelctm.co.uk/ctm-sport

ctm

Official Travel Partner
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A HAT IN  VorisRosertosh
BOTH CAMPS

Kirk Stephens spent four years on the books of his
local side Coventry City as a schoolboy but, when
apprentice contracts were handed out, he was
told that he was not good enough.

After trials with Bristol City, Northampton and
Peterborough he decided to go non-League with
David Pleat’s Nuneaton. When Pleat moved to
Kenilworth Road, he kept a promise to Kirk and
when he became manager one of the first players
he signed was the all action full-back.

After making his debut, along with five others on
the opening day of the 1978-79 season when the
Hatters thrashed Oldham 6-1, Kirk was virtually
ever present over the next six seasons as Luton
rose from Division Two (now the Championship) to
become an established top flight side.

Nicknamed ‘Basher’ by the Kenilworth Road
faithful due to his uncompromising style, Stephens
liked nothing better than to thunder down the wing
on the overlap but he never forgot his defensive
duties and could tackle firmly but fairly.

Kirk is remembered above all else for ‘that’ goal
he scored at Watford on Boxing Day 1979 when
he found himself at the far post in the final minute
to head in the only goal of the game.

Although not particularly wanting to leave Luton,
the chance to prove his home town club wrong
came in the summer of 1984 when he joined the
Sky Blues in an exchange deal involving Ashley
Grimes, but after two seasons at Highfield Road
he was forced to quit League football because of
a knee injury.

A mainstay of the Coventry City former players
association Kirk is also a regular welcome visitor
to Kenilworth Road where his supposed inability to
remember anything of his famous goal at Watford
leads to a detailed kick-by-kick analysis of the

S

ame!

LUTON TOWN il 978-1 984i
APPEARANCES: 248
GOALS: 2|

COVENTRY CITY (1984-1986
APPEARANCES: 34

[GOALS: 2
21
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SKY BLUES 0

16th March 2021. Championship.
Words: Roger Wash

After winning 1-0 at Nottingham Forest at the
beginning of March, the Town had lost their next
two games - 3-0 at Champions elect Norwich and
1-0 at home to play-off chasing Swansea.

A midweek clash with Coventry under the lights
at Kenilworth Road followed quickly afterwards
as the Hatters hoped to get back to winning ways.
Glen Rea replacing Dan Potts, who had received
a head injury during the Swansea clash, was the
only change to the side.

The Town made a bright start with Harry Cornick
going close before a free-kick from Kiernan
Dewsbury-Hall caused all sorts of problems in the
Sky Blues defence, with sliced clearances hitting
the wood work twice within seconds.

The visitors should have gone ahead after 12
minutes when Maxime Biamou was put through
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LUTON TOWN:

Sluga, Bree, Pearson, Rea, -
Naismith, Tunnicliffe, Dewsbury-Hall,
Mpanzu, Clark, Cornick (Colllns)
Adebayo (Nombe).

COVENTRY CITY:

Wilson, Ostigard, McFadzean,

Kelly, Biamou (Godden), O'Hare (Walker)
Hyam, McCallum, Dabo(Dacosta)
James, Hamer (Sheaf).

with his shot hitting a post, and soon after the
same player shanked a chance wide from a
similar position.

It was the Town, though, who took the lead on 23
minutes with James Bree volleying home his first
senior goal from a cross by Cornick.

Just before the interval, Coventry were reduced
to ten men when Kyle McFadzean handled a
goalbound Cornick shot on the line and was
given a straight red card. Elijah Adebayo made no
mistake from the resulting penalty.

Coventry had nothing to lose in the second period
and attacked with a purpose, causing a few
problems to the Luton defence while at the other
end several chances were squandered to put the
game to bed, with Ben Wilson in the Sky Blues
goal the busier of the goalkeepers.

All'in all a welcome return to winning ways as the
Town moved back up to 13th spot.
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PRESENT TIME

MEMORY
MATCH

LUTON TOWN 1 COVENTRY CITY 1
DIVISION THREE (SOUTH)
25TH APRIL 1936.

WORDS: ROGER WASH
LUTON TOWN:

(Both games): Dolman, Mackey,
Smith, Finlayson, Nelson, Fellowes,
Hodge, Martin, Payne, Roberts, Stephenson.

COVENTRY CITY:

(First game): Morgan, Astley, Smith,

Frith, Mason, Curtis, McNestry, Lauderdale,
Bourton, Lake, Liddle.

Second game: Elliott for Mason.

Season 1935-36 had opened full of optimism for
Luton Town supporters. The days of fan criticism
during the previous campaign, when terrace
favourites Sam Bell and Bill Brown had been
sold to Tottenham and Huddersfield respectively,
were long gone when it was realised that the
directors had a plan.

Selling the two players for a combined figure of
close to £5,000 when it became obvious that the
Town were not going to win the single promotion
spot, meant that a ‘war chest’ had been built up
leading to the Summer 1935 signings of Jock
Finlayson and Billy Fellowes from Clapton Orient
and Jack Nelson from Wolves, all three of whom
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were to play significant roles in the rise of
the club. Bell and Brown meanwhile saw
their careers stall.

Turning out in their first change of strip since
1920, it took some time for the new-look
team to gel and early season results were
not encouraging. The first three games all
ended in defeat, away at Clapton Orient and
Bournemouth and at home to Southend
where a crowd of 13,992, the biggest
League attendance in 13 years, watched in
disbelief as the relatively expensive Town
side was torn apart. It was not until the sixth
game that a win was recorded.

Following a 2-2 home draw with Cardiff
on 5" October, and with the Town drifting
near to the bottom of the table, swingeing
changes were made and in a remarkable
transformation the team went through a
14-game unbeaten run which saw them
challenging the leaders.

The changes to the side were not, however,
of the manager Harold Wightman’s doing
as, under pressure from an impatient
Board, he resigned on 10" October with the
newspapers reporting ‘by mutual consent’.
Whether the team would have eventually
found their feet and the poor early season
form was just a bedding down period will
never be known.

Chairman Charles Jeyes and secretary
Archie Wickson put themselves in nominal
charge, and whether by luck or sound
judgement the new formation immediately
came to grips with the earlier problems and
seven straight wins saw the crowds return

in droves, culminating in a record League
crowd of 18,100 witnessing the 1-O win over
Notts County on Boxing Day.

The remarkably injury free team also had
success in the FA Cup, drawing away at
Second Division West Ham, before a crowd
of 42,000, which included 5,000 from Luton,
and then winning handsomely in the replay.

The Fourth Round draw saw the Town

away to top flight Manchester City, where
the game was narrowly lost 2-1 in front of
65,978 which was, at that point, the biggest
crowd to ever watch the Town. In a fit of anti-
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climax the next League game, at Crystal Palace,
was lost 5-1!

Form was decidedly patchy after this point and,
approaching Easter, it looked almost certain that
Coventry City would take the single promotion
place. Joe Payne then entered the scene, scoring
ten goals in the 12-0 win over Bristol Rovers on
Easter Monday 1936, re-wrote the history books,
and set the Town up for a thrilling finale to the
season.

As if stage-managed, two of the Town’s final three
League games were against Coventry and on

25™ April 19386, a record crowd of 23,559 was
shoehorned into a, then undeveloped, Kenilworth
Road, partly to look at Payne and partly to see if
Coventry could be overtaken.

The game itself was an anti-climax. An early Payne
goal was cancelled out by City’s Clarrie Bourton in
the second half - the opening for Bourton’s goal

being provided by former Hatter George McNestry.
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Brown).

Two days later a crowd of 42,809, then a record
for both Division Three (South) and Coventry City,
were somehow squeezed into Highfield Road.

With nothing between the sides, the game finished
in a 0-0 stalemate leaving City above Luton on
goal average.

With Coventry set to play Torquay at home in their
final game, while the Town were at QPR, they were
obviously favourites needing only to equal the
Luton result. Although McNestry tried to help his
old pals by missing a penalty, two late goals saw
them promoted while the Town could only manage
a scoreless draw. Despite Payne’s fantastic late
season efforts, Coventry themselves scored

over 100 goals that season and were deserving
champions.

The Town, now with a ‘proper’ manager at the
helm, had to wait 12 months to follow Coventry to
Division Two (now the Championship) with Payne
netting 55 of the 103 goals scored.

George Mason
before the game
at Kenilworth

“Road in 1936."

(courtesy Jim

‘-‘B |

25
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FPM Facility Services Ltd

Proud to be supportlng

FPM Facility Services provide planned and reactive maintenance to
both the private and public sector across the South East of England.

« Building Maintenance « Office Fit Out and Refurbishment « Flooring
« Electrical Contractors and Engineers ¢ Site Pathway and Parking Maintenance
« Air Conditioning and Plumbing * Roofing Repairs

Talk to one of our team on 01582 484020

Email: service@f-p-m.co.uk Web: www.f-p-m.co.uk

FPM Facility Services Ltd
35-37 Hastings Street, Luton, Bedfordshire LU1 5BE
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HARRY CORNICK

Age: 26
Place of Birth: Poole

Matchday routine?

| wake up, have a banana and porridge,
a coffee and watch TV. Every Friday
night I make a pasta bake, double
portion, and then leave half of it for
pre-match the next day.

Superstitions?

If | start a game, before the match |
always go to the same spot, left of the
D whichever end we are and then tap
my hands two times, keep tapping and
then say a few things to myself and
then spin around and get ready for the
game. | have done that for the last two
or three years now.

Biggest influence?

My mum, dad and brother. | used to
play football down the park with my
brother and my dad every day. My dad
in goal versus me and my brother, but
he’s about four years older so he would
beat me pretty much my whole life,
and then | started getting on top of him
from about 14 onwards.

Sporting hero?

As a Chelsea fan growing up, it would
have to be the Terrys, the Lampards,
the Drogbas. They were legends, when
Mourinho came in 2004, they were
the ones | always looked up to. Other
than football, | used to like my cricket.
Freddy Flintoff was good in the Ashes
around the same time.

Best player you’ve played
alongside?

Talent wise, Bradley Dack was
unbelievable at Gillingham. In

5-a-side he used to just get the ball,
take everyone on and score. Then in
training at Bournemouth, I'd say Junior

Coventry City programme Version 2 - USE THIS.indd 27

Stanislas. Left-foot, right-foot, doing
extras after training every day.

Toughest opponent?

| always have a good battle with
Darragh Lenihan from Blackburn. |

like playing against him because he’s
really good. One time when | was at
Leyton Orient, Ryan Sessegnon made
his debut against me and he was
unbelievable with his energy and speed.

Most treasured possession?
My PlayStation 5. No brainer! | play Call
of Duty Warzone every day and night!

What would you do if you
weren’t a footballer?

I'd say estate agent. | can talk a lot,
| can sell, | can woo and | can charm
then into buying a house.

Best stadium played ai?

| loved Craven Cottage, but it wasn't
perfect because the stand was being
done. Nottingham Forest was ledge
and probably my favourite ground to
play at. Fans are unbelievable.

Something people may not
know about you?

| collect Pokémon cards. | have a good e

collection and I'm looking to invest in

more. It's one for the future, thatis my 0

thought process behind it. | used to POKEMON

love it as a kid. ARD A
f OOD

Favourite song? ~O ®

Fleetwood Mac, Dreams A >

Favourite film? : -

Avengers End Game I'd say is probably o

my most watched film of all time. 5 J R

Favourite meal?
Love a carbonara, but I'd have to say
duck pancakes.
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OVER HALF A MILLION
SKY BET CUSTOMERS USE DEPOSIT LIMITS
TO MANAGE THEIR BETTING BUDGET.

THAT'S ENOUGH TO FILL:

6 WEMBLEYS.

201 ALLY PALLYS.

OR 8 CHELTENHAM GOLD CUP DAYS.
(THAT’S A LOT OF TWEED)

ALL GOOD BOOKMAKERS

HAVE DEPOSIT LIMITS.

SO WHOEVER YOU BET WITH,

SET AN APPROPRIATE ONE FOR YOU
AND THEN ENJOY THE SPORT.

DEPOSIT LIMITS &

THAT'S BETTING BETTER.

sky ‘bet

BeGambleAware.org® @
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“Turner on the golf course in 1958 ab ui to
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eNlo,
for the facts » :
drinkaware.co.uk ® a

“onS

End of summer
forecast:
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- -
A )

Proud to sponsor today's match I‘leinekene
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BRNGING YOUR BRAND 7O A
" WIDE & ENGAGED AUDIENCE

FIND OUT 4BOUT OUR PERIMETER

LED BOARD PACKAGES. CONTACT
THE COMMERCIAL TEAM TODAY:

01582 411622

commercial@lutontown.co.uk

SUBASH
KARAWADRA

G. P. Quoreenton
(Ductwork) Limited

8: Melvyn Westwood

melvyn westwood
BOOK-KEEPING & ACCOUNTS

10: Crannall &
Thermal Economics

9: Pictons Solicitors

SOLICITORS LLP

15: Taylor French
Developments Ltd

16: Prestige Design 17: Hardall International Ltd  |§ 18: CME Heating Ltd

19: Markyate Precision
Machining Co Ltd

20: Indigo Residential 21: Simon Litchfield &
Hardall wasto. H . Jensan Ltd
. —
EESEE S Systama. ME MARKYATE PRECISION I' .dlgo SIMON ]
PP Heating Ltd WACHING O 1 residential LITCHFIELD
22: Dot Group International [ 23: M&S Water Services | 24: Matchday Box 25: Ryebridge Construction f§ 26: Editquest Electrical 27: SKF UK Ltd
MSS idge  Editauest )/
group BCLZ22 rowyepridge Egftavest T SHIGET
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:Cawleys

REACH YOUR RECYCLING
GOALS WITH CAWLEYS

5 ,

Py

Plastic recycling
» Paper and card recycling
» Glass recycling
» Wood recycling
» Food and coffee waste
» General waste
» Hazardous waste management

» Skip hire (business and domestic)

Call 0845 260 2000

Email info@cawleys.co.uk

Visit Cawleys.co.uk




Emmaus UK

OP Chic Boutique

K

I

Loft Pens

;Z;oﬁ:(Pens

Sustain Furniture

Giving Football Back to
Small Business

At eBay, we know small business and
football clubs used to be like chips and
gravy, two peas in a pod - a match
made in community heaven.
Ironmongers, ship workers, spring
makers and cobblers, all formed clubs

which decades later are still prospering.

But nowadays, you’d think it was all
eyewatering transfers, Super Leagues
and mega sponsors, detached from the
humble origins of our historic clubs.

(.
BUSINESS
POWER
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That’s why eBay are proud to support
300,000 small businesses who help
power EFL clubs nationwide. We’ll be
donating our advertising space to a lot

of these businesses - on match day
hoardings, around grounds and beyond -
throughout the coming season, to ensure
they can continue to thrive in our local
communities. So, join us in giving your
support to Small Business Power, because
today, they need us more than ever.

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

plumbworic

Big brands, small price
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KIT SPONSO

AMARI'I BELL

LUKE BERRY

To find out more information
about kit sponsorships,

contact our commercial
team on 01582 411622

ELIJAH ADEBAYO

SONNY BRADLEY

H: WHOSH A Available H: WHOSH H: Keens Shay Keens
i A: SAM Beast A Available A Available A: Bobbers Travel Club
Consulting Ltd T: Available T: Available T: Available
T: Dean Kemp
1
JAMES BREE REECE BURKE ALLAN CAMPBELL JORDAN CLARK
H: Available H: Kelchner Brewery H: Bartham Group H: Chris & Alex Browne
A Holly Valentine A Available A: Kelchner Pubs L A Tommy Lennon
T. Available T. Available T. TP Extrusions Ltd N T: Available
HARRY CORNICK DANNY HYLTON HARRY ISTED CAMERON JEROME
: Lady Bowthorpe H: Available H: Available H: DLA Driving School
: Kelly Knight A Available A Available A Available
: Scandinavian T. Available G: Available T. Available
Hatters
/|
HENRI LANSBURY TOM LOCKYER CARLOS MENDES GOMES PELLY-RUDDOCK MPANZU
o : ABS Thermal : SAM Beast H: 1981 Events : Tradeline
Insulations Consulting Ltd A Ben Gray Recruitment Ltd
: Available : Available T: Available : WHOSH
. Available . Available : SAM Beast
)’ Consulting Ltd
ADMIRAL MUSKWE KAL NAISMITH FRED ONYEDINMA GABRIEL OSHO
H: In Memory of H: H Block H: Tim Fordham R H: Available
Nick Meadows Con Clubbers A: Bobbers Travel Club | A Available
A Available A Available T. lan, Linda & Joe T. Available
"‘ iT: Available T. Available
)| /Y ) |
DION PEREIRA DAN POTTS GLEN REA JAMES SHEA
i | Avallable gy H: Maddie Knight H: Julian & Anne Hyde H: Available
b A: Available A Available A: LTFC Fool A Available
T. Available T: Available T. Available G: Available

ELLIOT THORPE SIMON SLUGA NATHAN JONES MICK HARFORD
H: Available I H: Available r H: Thompsons H: Available
A: Available A Available | Chartered A Available
: T. Available G: Jo Mentoply & Ii Accountants H: Available
John Wheeler b Bedford
A Available
PAUL HART SIMON PARSELL CHRIS COHEN

H: Available
A Available
H: Available

H: Bobbers Travel Club
A Available
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H: Available
A Available
H: Available
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DYLAN
BHUNDIA

It’s been a decent start to

the season for the Hatters, against Bournemouth, Luton had scored

particularly given the difficult the sixth most goals from open play in the

injury situation and the Championship (9). But look beneath that

recruitment of a host of new number at Luton’s ability to create dangerous

players over the summer who opportunities, they have an overall XG score

need time to grow and bed into  from open play of 11.8, which is the second

their surroundings. highest in the division behind Fulham.

With Luton hitting the tenth So, Luton so far have created a comparatively

game mark this evening, | high number of dangerous chances, which

wanted to look beneath the is very promising moving into the rest of the

results to understand how the season.

Town are performing in terms of

creating chances and denying What about conceding dangerous chances? A

their opponents. team might not concede many goals, but their
opponents could have missed several clear

Not all chances lead to goals, opportunities and therefore their defending

but creating a high number might not be as good as it seems.

of dangerous opportunities

does give you the best chance Luton have conceded the fifth highest

of consistently scoring goals number of goals in the division from open

throughout the season. A metric  play (9, with 2 more from set pieces),

called “expected goals” (xG) however nearly half of those came in the

is often used to measure the 5-0 defeat to Birmingham City. Looking at

quality of the chances that their xG against, the Hatters rank 15th in the

teams create by calculating the Championship from open play with a score

likelihood of a shot leading to of 8, which is just above the Championship

a goal, measured on a scale of xG against average (7.3). So again, the Town

0-1. are performing reasonably well but albeit

inconsistently so far this season.
For example, Danny Hylton’s last
minute equaliser at Bristol City Data in isolation never tells the full story but
was given an xG score of 0.62,a these numbers are very promising moving
very high number since it was a forward. They show that overall Luton are
tap in from close range and he performing well in terms of creating and

was extremely likely to score. stopping chances, which stands the Hatters
in good stead for the remainder of the

So, what do the numbers say season. With a fully fit squad, there’s no

so far about Luton’s ability to doubt that Nathan Jones’ side can push on

create dangerous goalscoring in the remaining parts of the season and

opportunities compared to the become a force to be reckoned with in the

rest of the Championship? Championship.

The numbers are very promising. www.ltfcanalysis.wordpress.com
Before Saturday’s game Twitter - @dylan_bhundia
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KIT SPONSORS

DEVELOPMENT SQUAD

TQ ADDY

SAM BECKWITH

AIDAN FRANCIS-CLARKE

To find out more information about
kit sponsorships, contact our

commercial team on 01582 411622

JAMESON HORLICK

H: Available
A Available
T. Available

AVAN JONES

H: Available
A Available
T. Available

TRA LUCAS

H: Available
A Available
T. Available

ED MCJANNET

H: Available
A Available
G: SGW Goalkeeping

MATT MOLONEY

H: Available
A: Available
T: Available

JOSH NEUFVILLE

H: Les Miller - Miller &
Company
: Available

. Available

TYRELLE NEWTON

Yvonne

T. Available

CALLUM NICOLSON

H: Gill, Julie, Neil &

A: Bobbers Travel Club

H: Available
A Available
Al T: Available

COREY PANTER

A Available
T. Available

JAKE PECK

H: Jackie Neufville

H: Available
A Available
T: Available

CASEY PETTIT

H: Liz Evans
A Available
T. Available

BEN STEVENS

H: Available
A Available
T. Available

BEN TOMPKINS

H: Available
A: Available
T. Available

H: Gill, Julie,
Yvonne
A: TV Sports
T: Available

YOUTH TEAM

JOSH ALLEN

JAKE BATESON

Neil &

Blogs

H: Available
A Available
T. Available

SAM BENTLEY

H: Available
A Available
9 T: Available

JAKE BURGER

H: Available
A: Available

EDDIE CORBIT

H: Available
A Available

JACOB COWLER

H: Available
.A: Available

OLIVER HEMLIN

H: Available
.A: Available

ARCHIE HERON

H: Available
A: Available

OLIVER LYNCH

H: Available
A Available

RIO MARTUCCI

H: Tring School
.A: Available

MILLAR MATTHEWS-LEWIS

H: Available
A Available

DARCY MOFFAT

H: Available
A Available

ZAC NELSON

JOSH ODELL

H: Available
A Available

H: Available
A Available

JACOB PINNINGTON  JOSH SWAN

H: Available
A Available

ADAM WEDD

H: Available
A: Available

H: Available
A Available
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H: Available
A Available

H: Available
A Available

H: B Associates
'A: Available
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ACADEMY
UPDATE

Andy Awford

Welcome to tonight's game v Coventry City.

U21s

The U21s ran out 3-2 winners in their latest fixture
away at Stevenage last week. With a few first team
players involved it was again a great learning
experience for the younger players.

Leading 1-0 at half time with a goal from Glen
Rea, Stevenage pegged us back early in the
second half, however, further goals from TQ Addy
and Tyrelle Newton saw us increase the lead on
the hour mark.

A second Stevenage goal saw us need to see out
the game in a professional manner, which we did
to seal a good victory.

The U21s were away to National League South
side Slough Town in a friendly lasy night, and we
face Millwall on Tuesday, with AFC Bournemouth
lined up for the following week.

U18s

The Youth Team progressed through to Round 3
of the Youth Alliance Cup with a deserved victory
over Leyton Orient.

An entertaining, high scoring game saw us win
4-3. First half goals from Jake Burger (pictured
right) and Ed McJannet saw us in control at half-
time, and a third early in the second half from
McJannet extended the lead.

Credit to Leyton Orient as they kept going and
pulled a goal back before Josh Allen made it 4-1
on 70 minutes. Two late goals from our opponents
made the final few minutes more uncomfortable
than they should have been, but the players saw it
out to get through.

The U18s are back in action on Saturday as we
host Northampton Town.
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Enjoy tonight's game - COYH!

(23
0
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Net yourself a saving at
thameslinkrailway.com

Proudly supporting Luton Town Football Club Th o
amesLink/
*Terms and conditions appl. WE,RE WITH YOU

y.
Visit thameslinkrailway.com for full terms.
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TQ ADDY

How did you get into football?

| have been playing since | was around four or
five. | don’t remember anyone pushing me to play
but I think my dad took me along to a local team
and it started from there really. | have been in
the academy system the whole way through, from
about under 7s with Fulham, then Palace from
Under 12s to U19s, then | came to Luton after
that.
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Do you have a matchday routine?

Don’t really have a routine. | tend to eat the same
sort of things though - either eggs, porridge or
pasta depending on when the game is.

Who is your favourite footballer and why?
Ronaldinho, he is the one that made me fall in
love with football. He looked like he enjoyed his
football, and he was so fun to watch.

What music are you into?

If you put my playlist on shuffle, it would be a bit
wild! You might hear a bit of rap, a bit of pop but
then you might hear some slow songs! Right now,
I'd say Lil Baby is my favourite.

Favourite film?
That’s a tough one. | would say between Avengers:
Endgame or Captain America Winter Solider.

What do you do to relax?
Watch films, series or listen to music. Don’t really
play games or anything like that.

Biggest fear?
I'm not scared of heights, but my biggest fear
would be to jump out of a plane!

If you had to have a superhero power, which one
would you choose?
Easy one, transportation.

If you were stuck on a deserted island, what is
the one thing you’d bring with you?
Water!
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PREMIER LEAGUE YOUTH SUMMIT

The voices of young people across England and
Wales on issues such as youth violence and
racism were heard at a Premier League Youth
Summit last month.

More than 700 youngsters from Premier League
Kicks and Premier League Inspires programmes
united to engage in conversations on these issues,
as well as amplify the positive activity and social
action they've been doing in their communities.
They represented professional football club
community organisations at the virtual one-day
event, which was hosted by the presenter Elz at
the League’s headquarters.

Here at the Community Trust we invited 30 young
people from all four postcodes across Town to
engage with the event held in the Eric Morcambe
suite at the stadium. Gareth Williams from Luton
Youth Offending Services attended and sparked
off a debate on the effects of youth violence on
local communities, and Andrew from Work Pays
spoke on employability and work opportunities for
young people in the post covid work place.

The two-hour event was live-streamed to the
participants gathered across over 40 professional
clubs, together within their respective club
community organisations, from where they shared
their ideas and thoughts. Our young people had
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been asked by the Premier League to talk about at
least one of three themes: their experience on the
programmes such as PL KICKs which is a funded
programme run by the Trust as a diversionary
sport and engagement activity on local estates
around Town; community safety and youth
violence and No Room For Racism. They found
creative ways to share their voices and discuss
those topics using vlogging, photography and
music, and they put their talents on display during
the event to get across their views on tackling
racism and ways to reduce youth violence.

The summit was held just before the last
international break and is just the start of the
work that the Premier League and the Premier
League Charitable Fund aim to do to engage more
youth voice in their work and programmes.

Wayne Polson, our PLKICKs Co-Ordinator,
commented ‘It was good for our young people to
hear first hand the views of other young people
around the country and to realise they faced many
of the same issues."

PC Ommer Khan from Beds Police added: "It was
a great event with a lot of talent on show and
another great way for us to break down barriers
with young people from Luton."
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BTEC BOYS OFF TO WINNING
START IN EFL CEF4 LEAGUE

Our BTEC boys got off to a winning start on
Wednesday with a 3-2 victory against Ipswich
Town in the EFL Community and Education
Football Alliance.

Unbelievably, it was the boys first affiliated CEFA
college game since October 2020 when we played
Norwich City - a full 12 months lost due to covid!
Imagine then, the scenes in the changing rooms
after the match, especially after coming back
from 0-2 down with 20 minutes remaining with
two goals from Ryan Lister and one from Ismail
Rahman. It was partly euphoric after a great fight
back, but also a celebration that life was at last
returning to normal! Long may it last.

Our U18 full time education and training
programme is spread across three sites, with
education at the Chalk Hills Sixth Form, games
and training at our Ely Way Training Ground and
practical gym and swim sessions at Active Luton’s
Lewsey Sports Village. The week is split with 4
blocks of classroom work, 4 blocks of football
training including games every Wednesday against
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other EFL Clubs and two blocks at Lewsey Sports
Centre. Boys who take additional A Levels have
additional blocks.

The elite boys and girls programme is designed
for those Yr 11 leavers who want to take a sports
qualification whilst receiving a full-time football
training programme. Additional GCSE support is
available in Maths and English. This gives players
the opportunity to progress into adult football as
well as preparing them to move onto university or
USA Scholarships.

We'll be opening recruitment for 2022-2023 for
next year’s 11 leavers after October half term.
In the meantime, the boys are off to Brentford
FC next week and the girls begin their league

programme with a home game v Bristol Rovers FC.

You can follow us on Instagram at lutontownbtec
or visit our website for further information or to
apply for a place at www.lutontowncommunity.
co.uk/bteceliteacademy

43
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Luton Town Ladies U8s hosted a spectacular 13-

goal thriller against MK City Pearls U8s recently.

For most of the girls this was their first
‘competitive’ fixture, and it was one to remember.
Both sides played with courage and tenacity from
start to finish, supported whole-heartedly by their
proud parents watching on from the side, and
coaches.

This match just showcased how much the girls
playing had improved, since their first training
session at the start of summer. What is more,
this seemed to be a glimpse of what we may see
throughout the season.

The young Hatters also showed appreciation for
their player of the match, Jessica who bagged not
one but two hat-tricks!

For MK City Pearls it was the same case - the
heroic performance in between the sticks by their
keeper did not go unnoticed, being alert to almost
everything that was thrown her way, despite what
the score line might have suggested.

The first team got their first win last week after
a poor start to the season, due to a variety of
reasons.
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Captain Jess McKay returned away at Haringey
after a three-game suspension, which gave the
side a huge boost.

It was an all-action start when McKay scored after
one minute direct from a corner, before Fiona
Constable made it 2-0 a few minutes later with a
shot from distance.

Haringey took advantage of a defensive error and
went straight down the other end and scored,
before equalising five minutes later.

Sixteen-year-old Lil Stanton had two good chances
to put her side ahead but both were saved, before
top goal scorer Olivia Abraham found the net from
a McKay corner.

Stanton then took her chance as she got in behind
and finished well from 15 yards.

In the second half more chances fell our way with
Rebecca Kane just hitting her chance wide, before
hitting the post with a second effort.

McKay then added a fifth, another from a corner,
and Funmi Babalola should have added a sixth
but her chance went over the bar, and the game
ended 5-2 to the Hatters.
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MATCH DAY AT ZANDRA'S

COME ON'YOU HATTERS!

[ 10% OFF FOR SEASON TICKET HOLDERS )

5 MINUTES FROM THE STADIUM, VISIT OUR
FAMILY FRIENDLY VENUE BEFORE OR AFTER THE 2 N
GAME AND ENJOY OUR DRAUGHT BEERS AND CIDERS... | 38A35B UPER GEORGE ST, LUToN

Plus tel's not forugel our exciting rew mernu!
Zandndds - -

CAFE & RESTAURANT
ENGLISH AND ITALIAN EUISING

PASTAS - STONE BAKED PIZZAS - GRILL - BURGERS

Huku Kwetu

(Corporate Housing & Vacation Rentals)

Affordable Self-Catering
Group Accommodations

Contractors, Builders, Advertise here
Traders, Football Fans! Call 01253 739452
20% Off CODE: LUTON FC20

www.hukukwetu.global www.sportingads.eu
Luton | Dunstable | Nottingham

Luton Sponsored By Sporting Ads A
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PHENIX
PLUMBING & BUILD

www.phenixplumbing.co.uk
info@phenixplumbing.co.uk
07545 329688

\\ / / 10% DISCOUNT
COLLECTED ORDERS
OVER £15

FREE HOME
DELIVERY

MINIMUM ORDER £15

Indian Ocean SPECIAL
RESTAURANT & Sl il 2 L UET

TAKE AWAY Only @12.95pp Dine-in

or £13.95pp Take-Away

5 Sundon Parade, Sundon Park Road, Luton. LU3 3BH
TELEPHONE: 01582 848383

www.indianoceanluton.com

Luton Sponsored By Sporting Ads A
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NAME: Logan Abbott .

AGE:9 |

HOBBIES: FootbaIT, Steam engines, tractors
& Nintendo Switch

FAVOURITE PLAYERS: Luke Berry

JUNIOR =7
HATTERS -

TODAY’S MASCOTS

COVENTRY CITY TINYSHATS

Formed: 1883

Stadium: Coventry Building Society Arena
Capacity: 32,609

Last season: 16TH (Ch)
Head to head with Luton:
Luton wins - 25

Draws - 16

Coventry wins - 41
Manager: Mark Robins

SPOT THE BALL
We’ve hidden the ball in
the picture on the left,
can you work out which
square it should be in?

T4 : lleg 8yl jods
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99.9% OF VIRUSES
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OFFICIAL HYGIENE PARTNER

ANTI-BACTERIAL

HAND SANITISER

WORLD’S NO.1 HYGIENE SOAP BRAND*
) VIRUSES"

6/ supports skin immunity

@ quick dry

Total

with Vitamin B3

Effective against a range of viruses including coronavirus. Use biocides safely. Always read the label and product information before use.

oventry City programme
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ECL

ECL Civil Engineering Ltd

ECL Civil Engineering Ltd
are proud to
support our local team

82 579812
.eclcivils.co.uk
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3 LUTON TOWN
3 SWANSEA CITY

Kenilworth Road - Saturday 18th September 2021
Sky Bet Championship

Luton: Sluga; Bree, Lockyer, Burke, Naismith
(C), Osho; Berry (Clark 61), Lansbury, Mpanzu;
Cornick (Jerome 76), Adebayo (Rea 90).

Swansea: Hamer; Bennett, Naughton, Williams
(Cabango 45); Laird, Downes (Piroe 45),
Grimes, Manning; Paterson, Walsh (Ntcham 45);
Obafemi.

Scorers:
LT - Berry 7, Adebayo 15 (pen), 23.
SC - Paterson 63, Ntcham 86, Piroe 90+2

-
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“It is always going
to be disappointing
when you are three-
nil up and then you
stop doing what you
were doing in the firs
half. First-half we were
relentless, we knew
what they were going
to come with, and we
battled.”

ELIJAH ADEBAYO \
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SWANSEA
REACTION

Football has a funny way of
taking you through an emotional
rollercoaster and the 3-3 draw
was the definition of exactly that,
as Elijah Adebayo explained his
disappointment after the game.

In a week where Town scored two late
equalisers against Blackburn Rovers
and Bristol City, they were served a
taste of their own medicine in the form
of a 92nd minute goal from Joel Piroe,
as Swansea miraculously came back
from three goals down to draw.

On a personal note, the striker
delivered two goals in the first period,
first slotting home from the penalty
spot and soon after putting the
finishing touches on James Bree’s
brilliant cross.

“It is disappointing, always going to be
disappointing when you are three-nil
up and then you stop doing what you
were doing in the first half. First-half
we were relentless, we knew what
they were going to come with, and we
battled.

“In the second half it was fine margins.

Three shots from outside the box, we
spoke about it before the game and
said that most of their attempts come
from outside the box, they are never
really going to carve you open.
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Everything seemed to be going Luton’s
way in the opening 45 minutes despite
the adversity they had faced off the
field with injuries over the previous
seven days, to which Adebayo added:
“It was thoroughly enjoyable, put it that
way.

"From back to front, everyone was on
their job, we nullified whatever they
wanted to do, and it must have been
enjoyable for the fans in that first half,
it could have been four, five or six.

“The two long away journeys crept in,
and we haven’t had the best of luck

recently with injuries and stuff that is
going on around the training ground.

"For the boys to put in a shift like we
did, we knew they were going to have
large amounts of the ball so we would
have to work tirelessly, everyone is
going to have to run themselves into
the ground and on the back of two
long away trips | think the boys put a
fantastic shift in. I'm just gutted that
we didn’t get three points.

“That’s the thing almost making me
feel sick because | should be standing
here saying what a fantastic three-nil,
three-one win. Football is a strange
game, and these things happen.”

Words: Dan Briard
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Leagrave Dental Sedafion Clinic g:

i

Excellence in Dentistry at affordable l}

prices in Luton. We offer Implants, !]

Teeth Whitening, Cosmetic Dentistry, ]I

Invisalign and Specialist Treatments. 1

We offer sedation for our anxious
patients.

www.leagravedental.co.uk

696 Dunstable Rd, Luton. LU4 8SE o
Telephone: 01582 494815 @leagravedental
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2 AFC BOURNEMOUTH
1 LUTON TOWN

Ashton Gate - Weds 15th September 2021

Bournemouth: Bentley; Vyner (Dasilva 46),
Atkinson, Kalas, Baker; Scott (Wells 37),
Massengo, James, Pring (King 79); Weimann,
Martin.

Luton Town: Sluga; Bree, Lockyer, Burke,
Naismith, Bell; Lansbury, Berry (Mendes Gomes
74), Mpanzu; Cornick (Adebayo 63), Jerome
(Hylton 63).

Scorers:
AFCB - Billing 17, Solanke 31
LT - Kelly (OG) 64

“We just couldn’t get
that goal. | can’t even
say they defended
better because we had
the same amount of
chances, if not better
ones, frouble is we
didn’t take ours.”

NATHAN JONES



FIXTURES 2021-22
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EHHE e
DATE | TIME H/A | OPPOSITION 2 & E S 4 |5 7
AUGUST
Sat7 | 3.00pm | H | F gh United W3-0 |10,019 | 1,032 2 | -] 1y ° |1a 1
Tue 10 | 7.45pm | A | Stevenage (Carabao CupR1)| D 2-2* | 3,052 1,291 R . y | a [3
Sat 14 | 3.00pm | A | West Bromwich Albion L23 123,283 1,433 | 11 |- |- |1 |- |- | 1 d
Tue17 | 7.45pm | A | Bamsley W10 [12,999 [748 3 -[-[-1-1- c |ay <l y
Sat21 | 3.00pm | H | Birmingham City L0-5 |10,014 1,006 1n | -]-]-]-1- ay| ¢ .
Sat 28 | 3.00pm | H | Sheffield United D00 9,774 1036 | 12 | - | - |- |- |-]°° y a
SEPTEMBER
Sat11 | 3.00pm | A | Blackburn Rovers D22 |[11,241 | 810 12 | - |- |- |-[-]° b | y|bh c2
Wed 15| 7.45pm | A | Bristol City D11 [16,878 |572 B -] -|-1-[-]°1y e lajc|hl a
Sat 18 | 3.00pm | H | Swansea City D33 |9721 831 B2 -|-|-]-]- y c | b |1a 2¢c
Sat25 | 3.00pm | A | AFC Bournemouth L1-2 9737 1,125 16| -] - |1 . el slc|h
Wed 29| 7.45pm | H | Coventry City
OCTOBER
Sat2 | 3.00pm | H Town
Sat16 | 3.00pm | A | Millwall
Tue 19 | 7.45pm | A | Derby County
Sat23 | 3.00pm | H | Hull City
Sat30 | 3.00pm | A | Preston North End
NOVEMBER
Wed2 | 7.45pm | H | Middleshrough
Sat6 | 3.00pm | H | Stoke City
Sat20 | 3.00pm | A | QPR
Tue23 | 7.45pm | A | Nottingham Forest
Sat27 | 3.00pm | H | Cardiff City
DECEMBER
Sat4 | 3.00pm | A | Blackpool
Sat11 | 3.00pm | H | Fulham
Sat18 | 3.00pm | A | Reading
Sun 26 | 3.00pm | H | Bristol City
Wed 29| 7.45pm | A | Swansea City
JANUARY
Sat1 | 3.00pm | A | Coventry City
Sat 15 | 3.00pm | H | AFC Bournemouth
Sat22 | 7.45pm | A | Sheffield United
Sat29 | 3.00pm | H | Blackburn Rovers
FEBRUARY
Sat5 | 3.00pm | A | Peterborough United
Tue8 | 7.45pm | H | Barnsley
Sat12 | 3.00pm | A | Birmingham City
Sat19 | 3.00pm | H | West Albion
Wed 23| 8.00pm | A | Stoke City
Sat 26 | 3.00pm | H | Derhy County
MARCH
Sat5 | 3.00pm | A
Sat12 | 3.00pm | H | QPR
Wed 16| 7.45pm | H | Preston North End
Sat19 | 3.00pm | A | Hull City
APRIL
Sat2 | 3.00pm | H | Millwall
Sat9 | 3.00pm | A | Huddersfield Town
Fri15 | 3.00pm | H | Nottingham Forest
Mon 18| 3.00pm | A | Cardiff City
Sat 23 | 3.00pm | H | Blackpool
Sat30 | 3.00pm | A | Fulham
MAY
Sat7 [ 3.00pm [ H | Reading \ I N O

KEY: " Starting XI /= Substitute * Unused sub y: yellow card r: red card p: penalty scorer *: penalty missed *: lost 0-3 on penalties
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SLUGA
LOCKYER
BURKE
MPANZU
CLARK
PEREIRA
CAMPBELL
LANSBURY
MUSKWE
BELL
0SHO
BECKWITH
JEROME
JONES
MCJANNET
FRANCIS-CLARKE

SUB TIMES

L# | 0# | GOAL TIMES

L b c . c |1b| a . 788285 30,68, 71
b clely ib y la| | - 7272|719 - 2,5,26,40
i . 1| b | |c yc|a|a|bh y d 46 |60 | 74 | 89 5, 36, 66, 70, 98
I ) el ]y ye| 1 |h a 69 88|90 - 4
° a|°*|h b o 3 28 | 46 | 57 7,26, 47,84, 88
L L a b | b 8384 -
y e~ . - ] aJay y y 114659 21,3173, 98
1 c . y ° b 63 63|74 57,91
c i a| - y ] ° 617689 7,15,23, 63, 86,92
b . a|a c 46 | 71|75 17,31, 64

Luton Town Football Club’s commitment is to promote inclusion and to confront and eliminate discrimination,
whether by reason of age, disability, gender reassignment, sex, sexual orientation, marriage and civil
partnership, pregnancy and maternity, race, religion or belief. People can be assured of an environment in
which their rights, dignity and individual worth are respected, and in particular that they are able to work and

DISCRIMINATION

watch football in an environment without the threat of intimidation, victimisation, harassment, bullying and

abuse. Should you wish to report a specific incident, please contact your nearest steward or download Kick It
Out’s free, confidential reporting app on the App Store or Google Play.

KEY: IJ: Out on loan | <1: Left club | Team name colour: Carabao Cup Match | Team name colour: FA Cup Match
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HUDDERSFIELD TOWN (H) | 02.10.21 | KO 3PM

UP

FORME

NEXT

NICKNAME: THE TERRIERS
LAST SEASON: 20TH IN THE CHAMPIONSHIP
FOLLOW THEM ON TWITTER: @HTAFC

COLOURS: BLUE & WHITE SHIRTS, WHITE SHORTS

GROUND: JOHN SMITH'S STADIUM
MANAGER: CARLOS CORBERAN

WHO?

The Terriers won the Division One title three years in a row from
1923-26, and were were relegated from the Premier League in
2019 after a two season stay. The West Yorkshire outfit have
also have one FA Cup to their name in 1922, and are managed
by Carlos Corberan, former No.2 to Marcelo Bielsa at Leeds.

GROUND?

The Terriers have played their home games at the John Smith’s
Stadium since 1994, with the stadium also playing host to
Rugby League World Cup fixtures in 1995, 2000 and 2013.
The ground has a capacity of 24,169 and posted an average
attendance of 17,966 in the 2018/19 season.

LUTON TOWN PLAYER STATISTICS

§“§% 2020-21 SEASON CAREER

- - LEAGUE cup TOTAL CARDS | TOTAL

%QALL‘§’ APPS G | APPS G | APPS (] . APPS | G
Elijah Adebayo 7 w 3o fofof7r @ [3]1 |0 | 8
Sam Beckwith o [@ f[o ]t J@o]1 [@ [ofo o [z 0
Amari'l Bel 6 [ [t o |@|o]e [m [+ fo]o |7 1
Luke Berry 3 |m [3]o oo |3 [ [3[o]o [126 [17
Sonny Bradley o fw fo o |@|o]o [m [ofo]o [ |3
James Bree 9 @ [o]o J@o|o]9 @ [o |2 ]o | 1
Reece Burke s o oo |@|o]|s @ [ofo]o s 0
Alan Campbell 5 (o [o o Jm|o]s [m [o |1 ]o |6 0
Jordan Clark 3 fw fo o jo|o]|s [m [ofo]o [ 3
Harry Comick 8 |w [2]o0o |w]o s |@ |2 |1 o [w |2
Danny Hylton o fm [t o jo oo |m [+ [o]o [u |5
Cameron Jerome 3 |@ o]t Jo|t |4 [@ [t |1 ]o[s 1
Peter Kioso 2 fm fo |t o o]|s [m [ofo]o |7 0
Henri Lansbury 4 l@ (o]t Jo|o]s [@ [o |5 o |8 0
Eliot Lee o fo f[o |t o o]t o [ofo]o [ [3
Tom Lockyer s o [o]t Jo]o]e [@ [ofo o [= 0
Carlos Mendes Gomes 1@ Joft fo]of2z |@® [o]ofo]s 0
PellyRuddockMpanzs | 8 | @ |1 [o J@ [o |8 [@ |1 o o [3s |2
Admiral Muskwe 2 (@ ot ot |3 |@ [t |1t ]o |6 1
Kal Naismith 9 o [o]o Jo|o]s @ [o |3 ]o |2 1
red Onyedinma sl [t oo o3 |m [t fo]o[a 1
Gabriel Osho 6 [ [o]t Joo]7 [m [o |3 ]o |9 0
Dion Pereira o fo fo o @ oo [m [ofo]o |2 0
Dan Potts 1o Jofo [@]ofs J@ [o]o o | |n
Glen Rea o f@ f[o |t o o]t |@|of2]0 [ |8
James Shea o o [o]t Jo]o|t @ [o o |o |8 0
Simon Sluga 9 o f[o o o o|s |@ [o |1 ]o [e 0

HAVEN’T WE MET BEFORE?
Both league fixtures between the two sides last term ended

in 1-1 draws, with the Hatters taking early leads on both
occasions before being pegged back by second-half equalisers.
The Hatters hold the superior head-to-head record since the
two teams first met in 1952, with a record of 12 wins, 5 draws
and 9 defeats.

KNOWING ME, KNOWING YOU
Current Huddersfield Town centre-back Matty Pearson spent
three seasons at Kenilworth Road before moving back to his
native Yorkshire during the summer, whilst former Hatter Martin
Cranie made 54 appearances during a three-year spell at the
John Smith’s Stadium from 2015-18.

Words: Dylan Bhundia
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# Team P w D L F A 6D Pts
1 Bournemouth 9 6 3 0 16 7 9 21
2 West Bromwich Albion 9 5 4 0 16 8 8 19
3 | cowentyciy 9 |6 |1 |2 |12]6 |6 |1
4| Fuham 9 |5 |2 |2 |1 |8 |u |w
5 Stoke City 9 5 2 2 13 10 3 17
6 Blackburn Rovers. 9 4 4 1 16 9 7 16
7 Huddersfield Town 9 4 1 4 13 12 1 13
8 | pswlcy 9 [3 |4 |2 |u | |1 3
9 Reading 9 4 1 4 16 18 2 13
10 Queens Park Rangers 9 3 3 3 17 14 3 12
11| Shefield United 9 [3 |3 |3 |1 | |1 12
12 | Bimingham ciy 9 |3 |3 |3 || |o [
13 Cardiff City 9 3 2 4 12 14 2 1n

14 | Blackpool

15 | Preston North End

17| Swansea City

E
- -

18 | Middlesbrough 9 2 |3 4 |o |1 |2 9
19 Millwall 9 1 6 2 9 1 2 9
20 Bamsley 9 1 5 3 6 10 4 8
21 | Peterborough United 9 2 |1 6 |10 |20 [0 |7
22| Nottingham Forest 9 1 |2 8 1B |5 5
23 Hull City 9 1 2 6 5 14 9 5
24 Derby County * 9 2 4 3 6 8 2 2
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FOOTBALL
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JOINFOOTBALL'S
BIGGEST

Join our mission to rehome at least one million pairs of
quality football boots across the UK, to get them back
out on the pitch and stop them ending up in landfill.

<~ 2
« JBAat .. Official Partner t' l Q t 0
i -i',\@ of Luton Town EC u | | a FOOTBALLREBOOTED.CO.UK
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NATHAN JONES

01 JAMES SHEA
02 JAMES BREE

03
04
05
06
07
08
09
11
12
14
15
16
17
18
19
21
22
23
24
26
28
29
32
35

DAN POTTS

KAL NAISMITH
SONNY BRADLEY
GLEN REA

HARRY CORNICK
LUKE BERRY
DANNY HYLTON
ELIJAH ADEBAYO
SIMON SLUGA
CARLOS MENDES GOMES
TOM LOCKYER
REECE BURKE
PELLY-RUDDOCK MPANZU
JORDAN CLARK
DION PEREIRA
HARRY ISTED
ALLAN CAMPBELL
HENRI LANSBURY
FRED ONYEDINMA
ADMIRAL MUSKWE
ELLIOT THORPE
AMARI'l BELL
GABRIEL OSHO
CAMERON JEROME

LUTON TOWN

FOOTBALL CLUB 2020 LTD
PHONE: 01582 411922

LUTON TOWN ONLINE & SOCIALS
WEBSITE: WWW.LUTONTOWN.CO.UK
iFOLLOW: LUTONTOWN.CO.UK/iFOLLOW
EMAIL: INFO@LUTONTOWN.CO.UK

. ﬁ.f

MARK ROBINS

01 SIMON MOORE

03 JAKE CLARKE-SALTER
04 MICHAEL ROSE

05 KYLE MCFADZEAN
06 LIAM KELLY

07 JODIJONES

08 JAMIE ALLEN

09 MARTYN WAGHORN
10 CALLUM O'HARE
11 BRIGHT ENOBAKHARE
13 BEN WILSON

14 BEN SHEAF

15 DOMINIC HYAM

16 JOSH PASK

17 VIKTOR GYOKERES
18 IAN MAATSEN

19 TYLER WALKER

20 TODD KANE

22 JOSH REID

23 FANKATY DABO

24 MATT GODDEN

26 JORDAN SHIPLEY
28 JOSH ECCLES

29 JULIEN DACOSTA
38 GUSTAVO HAMER

v 1

§ facebook.com/lutontown
@lifcofficial

M Juser/Officiall

@lifc_official

MATCH OFFICIALS

REFEREE
STEPHEN MARTIN

ASSISTANT REFEREE 1
MARK RUSSELL
ASSISTANT REFEREE 2
ROBERT HYDE

FOURTH OFFICIAL
CRAIG HICKS

in www.linkedin.c
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