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Kenilworth Road Stadium, 1 Maple Road East,

Luton, Bedfordshire LU4 8AW

Switchboard: 01582 411622 | Tickets: 01582 416976
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CLUB OFFICIALS

Chairman: David Wilkinson

Chief Executive Officer: Gary Sweet

Directors: Paul Ballantyne, Stephen Browne

Bob Curson, Mike Herrick, Rob Stringer

Shareholders: Kailesh Karavadra,

Luton Town Supporters Trust

Honorary Vice President: John Buttle

Vice Presidents: Richard Banks, Cliff Bassett,

Gary Chamberlain, Doug Knight,

lan Gazeley, Emma Banks, Ben Banks,

lan Montone, Nick Owen

First Team Manager: Nathan Jones

Assistant Manager: Mick Harford

First Team Coaches: Paul Hart & Chris Cohen

Head of Goalkeeping: Kevin Dearden

Performance Analyst: Peter Booker

Analyst: Dan Bond

Chief Recruitment Officer: Mick Harford

Head of Medical: Simon Parsell

Physiotherapist: Chris Phillips

Therapist/Kit Man: Darren Cook

Head of Sports Science: James Redden

Academy & Development Manager: Andy Awford

Head of Academy Coaching & Professional Player
Development: Adrian Forbes

Professional Development Phase Lead Coach: Dan Walder
Academy Administrator: Emily Howes

General Operations Manager: Paul Watson 46 | KAZ OFF THE MARK!
Club Secretary: Chris Clark

Financial Controller: Tom Schofield

Safety Officer: Andrew Bracken

Head of Commercial: Chris Bell

Site & Facilities Manager: Peter Kemp

Head Groundsman: Richard Bird

Marketing & Communications Manager: Ed Smith
Press & Media Manager: Stuart Hammonds
Head of Retail Operations: Siobhan Kos-Hodge
Ticket Office Manager: Mike Hooker

Catering & Hospitality Manager:

Cristhiano Andrade Da Silva d
Head of Human Resources: Jemma Osborne v 23 | SIMON PITTS ON NJ
Supporter Liaison Officer: John Miller

Junior Supporter Liaison Officer: James Whitehead
Club Doctor: Dr Paul Deeley

Club Chiropractor: David Leu 5 "‘:-" NATHA N J 0 N ES
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JB PROVIDE BUILDING
EXCELLENCE AT
EXCEPTIONAL VALUE

JB Developments Luton Ltd specialise in extensions,
home renovations, patios, driveway enhancements
and all aspects of development. We pride ourselves on
professionalism and quality. Ensuring all clients, whether

ocal home improvements or commercial developments,

receive the same care and quality finish.

Call 01525 868250 or visit online
ww.jbdevelopmentsitd.com
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B Developments Lufon Ltd are the proud home kit sponsor of Luton Town Football Club throughout 2020/21 season.

For the final time in 2020, it's
a virtual welcome to Kenilworth
Road for this evening's Cham-
pionship match against Bristol
City - one that is extended to
Dean Holden, his staff, their
players and any officials who
have heen able to make the
journey up from Ashton Gate.

| hope that everyone has had a good
Christmas. It was different for us all, |
know, but hopefully the restrictions we
are all adhering to now and sacrifices
made in terms of not being able to see
wider family and friends will help us
return to normality in the coming weeks.

On behalf of everyone at the club, I'd like

» 1o thank all of the NHS doctors and nurs-

es, care home workers and other health
professionals and volunteers who we'
are seeing come under more and more
pressure as the numbers rise again.

We often talk about a footballer's
workload over Christmas and New Year,
but these people are the real heroes
for working tirelessly throughout to look
after those who are sick with the virus,
as well as every other illness that is
going under the radar at the moment, so
please do what you can to help them.

It was strange coming out for the last home game against
Bournemouth and there being no supporters in the ground,
after the welcome return of fans for the Norwich and Preston
games.

| thought we played very well against one of the favourites to
go straight back up and that we deserved more than the point
we got. ;

We came away disappointed because we produced an excellent
performance, created chances and saw Sam Nombe denied
the opportunity of an unobstructed shot at goal when he went
clean through. At worst, the tug on his arm should have given
us a free-kick right on the edge of the box and seen them down
to ten men.

I know that is the kind of game where our supporters might
have pushed us on that extra yard and made the difference.
You'd have definitely given the referee a bit more to think about
in that situation late on.

It was a similar case at Reading on Boxing Day when the foul on
Martin Cranie just before half-time was shown to be inside the
box, but the referee awarded a free-kick on the edge. We were
already 2-0 down, but these are the big decisions that can
impact a game at Championship level. If we get a goal back
there, it's a different game in the second half.

We showed enough in that second half though to come into this
afternoon with confidence, and we want to end the calendar
year on a high - which | believe we all deserve to after what's
been achieved in 2020.

Enjoy the game, stay safe and | look forward to seeing more of
you here in 2021!
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THE BOARDROOM

STRINGER

Seasons Greetings to all fellow
Luton Town supporters!

| am happy to be writing this from my
home in the UK where | have spent
Christmas after returning from my
imposed exile in the USA.

After quarantining, | was thrilled to be
able to attend my first game of the
season at Kenilworth Road against
Bournemouth, although this was
dampened by the sudden change in tier
for Luton so that our supporters could no
longer attend the fixture. -

My last visit to KR was against Brentford
in February, just before the world turned
upside down, and | was unable to come

back and forth regularly to my homeland
because of Covid restrictions.

Despite the lockdown and my lack of
geographical closeness to Kenilworth
Road, | have to say that communication
between board members has been
excellent in recent months. We have
had collective Zoom calls virtually every
week and Gary has consistently kept all
the board updated on the key issues

that we have faced over the turbulent past nine months. The
level of transparency at club level is totally refreshing certainly
compared to my last stint on the board in 2001, and the Zoom
calls and our WhatsApp chat group have only enhanced this
clarity.

Being five hours behind timewise in New York is only
disadvantaged for me by some of our board members
participating with a happy hour cocktail early evening, as
opposed to me with my cup of tea in the middle of the day in
New York, and Kailesh on the west coast at breakfast time.

A particularly memorable Zoom call was Nathan being online
with us all for the first time after returning. Having always
maintained a great relationship with him, it was nonetheless
necessary to at least give him a few well meaning zingers for
his 16-month abscence. More of NJ later...

In the days just before the Bournemouth game, | probably
texted Gary a few too many times to express how excited |
was to return to the theatre of dreams! | got to the ground
early around 1.15pm so | could spend time looking at the
latest update on the new stadium development. We regularly
receive status reports on this process, but to see some visual
information at first hand from Gary was inspiring and a clear
vision of a great future for our beloved club.

| cannot understate what an incredible job that Gary and the
development team have done to overcome many hurdles to get
us so much closer to our dream of a new stadium complex that
will stimulate our club and indeed the whole town.

It was then wonderful to see friendly
faces (slightly disguised by masks) again
around the club, and the only strange
experience was realising the game had
actually started without the familiar
Kenilworth roar.

The Bournemouth game was a strong
indication of how far we have come in
the last five years as we clearly matched
them tactically and physically, and were
unlucky not to win.

After the game it was special (in a
socially distanced way, of course)

to return to the camaraderie based
environment of the coaching staff that
Nathan and Mick foster at our club.
There is no question that the balance is
right again, and we have the right team
in charge of our playing strategy.

The visit to Reading on Saturday was a
slightly more disconcerting affair. This
is like a home game for me as | live only
eight miles away, so when the fixtures
came out | was pleased for the location

of this Boxing Day clash, but an empty stadium of that size is a
very odd setting to watch a game.

The blaring of Sweet Caroline by Neil Diamond through the PA
system just before the kick-off was presumably for the benefit
of the Reading players, but certainly not for David, Gary and | in
our lonely taped off section of the main stand.

Nathan summed up the game perfectly afterwards and despite
our frustrating away performances recently, it was good to see
us finally on the scoresheet through Kaz. We are way more
competitive than last season and we all must remember that
fact when we lose against tough opponents.

With all the doom and gloom in the world, like many of you |
am grateful that we have the distraction of football, even if only
for now through iFollow (our Simon may have a future career
as a referee’s assessor), and | am grateful that the staff at

our club (including Stu, who'30 seconds after seeing me for
the first time in nine months, cajoled me into writing these
notes) have excelled in positively communicating with the

local community and our wider fan base. | firmly believe that
no other club in the Football League is closer to its support
than us.

Hopefully our strong home form continues tonight. Take care in
these difficult times and Happy New Year to you all!
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Goalkeeper James Shea insists
that 'it’s not little old Luton
any more' after taking a point
off promotion chasing Bourne-
mouth in our last home game,
adding to the good start the
team have made to this Sky Bet
Championship campaign.

Approaching the halfway point of the
season, James Shea and the rest of the
team are relatively pleased with their
progress thus far under Nathan Jones,
and look forward to continue defying
the odds.

“We are not scared of anyone," the goal-
keeper admitted. “We go into each game
believing that we can win. If you are
going to be scared, then there is no point
in playing. We will prepare right, rest up
now and then we go again next week.”

Shea has deputised in place of Simen
Sluga since his injury against Cardiff
City and has been in fantastic form,
conceding just two goals in the last six
matches.

Another of of his fine showings
in-between the sticks came against -
the second plated Cherries, who were
nullified by a terrific team performance
at Kenilworth Road.

“We'll take it, take it all day long," he

said. "This lot have been scoring for fun lately so a clean-sheet
against them is a good day at work if I'm honest. | didn't have
too much to do, the back five in front of me were brilliant and
midfield were brilliant.

“It was a great team performance and | thought we looked
solid. We didn't really give them any chances, any clear-cut or
anything like that, so it was a collective clean sheet today.”

After taking four points from the current two top teams in the
league - Norwich City and Bournemouth - Shea admitted
results such as those shows how far the club has come in a
short space of time.

“They are the best two teams in the league, especially the three
teams that came down are going to be right up there come the
end of the season," he said.

“To take some points off Norwich and now Bournemouth today
shows how far we have come as a club and it’s not little old
Luton any more, we are a good Championship team.
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(Continued from page 9)

“We deserve to-be where we are, we play
the right way, we've got good players,
team spirit and the table doesn't lie.”

The victory against Norwich and indeed
Preston North End were in front of home
supporters, but the doors were closed
once again for the visit of the Cherries,
which didn’t change performance levels -
Shea believes.

“I| wouldn't say it was hard to get up for
it, we're playing Bournemouth, one of
the best teams in the league. If you can't
get up for that, you shouldn’t be playing
football. It would have been even better

" here today with the crowd pushing us on

that little bit more, but hopefully it won't
be long until they are back in again:"

And since being back in the team, the

29-year-old hopes his run in goal con-

tinues, despite Simon Sluga now being
back in contention.

“I want to play,* he said. "'l want to play
as many games as | can. Si starts here
and Si has been brilliant all year since
he’s been in the team, he has been
absolutely class.
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“It was a shame what happened to his shoulder, he needed
to get that right and thankfully he has got it right now. It gives
me a chance to get some games and | just want to show what
| can do.

“Slugs is back and Slugs wants to play, of course, he's a Cro-
atian international. He wants to play and as long as I'm in, I'll
just keep trying to do my job and stay in as long as | can.”

Every fan and the players alike will remember the dramatic
ending to last season, earning survival with a win on the final
day. But this time round, Shea believes the players are more
equipped for the challenging division.

“We do deserve to be at this level," he added. "Last year was
tough, a lot of the boys' first year in the Championship, but |
think you can see now, a lot of the boys have got used to the
level and we're improving every day on the training pitch and
every game that we play, we're getting better and better, so long
may that continue.”

The club have lofty ambitions for the rest of the season and the
goalkeeper is the first to admit that he believes the team can go
‘as far as they want to go’ in the league.

“| think we can go as far as we want to go if I'm honest. Like |
said, we're a good Championship team, we should be looking
up rather than looking down so if we carry on doing what we're
doing, keep everyone fit, everyone raring to go, | don't see why
not.”

Words: Dan Briard
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Hatters Press & Media assistant DAN BRIARD reflects on an unprecedented year

2020. The very definition of the things are more important than the beautiful game and the

word unprecedented. The year
that no one in the world could
have anticipated but on the
field, what a memorable one
it was.

The wait for a victory lasted four matches

into the New Year but that was finally
secured against Derby County, under the
lights at Kenilworth Road.

Even the most optimistic fans may not
have foreseen the Great Escape taking
place, seeing as the Hatters were 10
points from safety after defeat to Cardiff
City in February.

But what later ensued was a remarkable
turnaround, a feat few could have
imagined.

The fightback began later that month
and into March, when Simon Sluga
produced a world-class save to deny
Wigan Athletic a late winner. Then the
world as we knew it changed. That was
the last match before football paused as
the coronavirus pandemic swept across
the globe.

[t was an event no one could have
predicted this time last year, but it was
a virus rapidly destroying lives. Some

wait for football to return lasted what would have felt like a
lifetime for some but eventually, play resumed in June.

Nathan Jones returned to the club amid the lockdown period
and guided the Hatters towards safety against all the odds,
losing just once in the remaining nine matches.

The comeback of all comebacks was complete with a 3-2 win
against Blackburn Rovers, a historic game that was missing one
vital ingredient. It was @ night full of drama as Town came from
behind to rescue a win, ending the season in 19th position.

y  Proudly supporting the Hatters

This campaign started behind closed doors and just whilst
hope was back, in the form of 1,000 and 2,000 home support-
ers respectively for games against Norwich City and Preston
North End, the Kenny was forced to close its doors once again.

The New Year is usually a time where you look towards the
future, set yourself news goals and ambitions, but life just isn’t
quite the same anymore.

The uncertainty that surrounds just about everything you

would consider an everyday task will lead to untold changes

in the future I'm sure. But for now, at least, let us focus on the
achievements of this football club through a time in history that
will never be forgotten.
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DEAN
HOLDEN

As a player, Dean Holden was a defender who played for a
number of sides across the Football League, with notable
spells at Oldham, Peterborough, and Walsall.

His first steps into coaching were at former side Oldham, first
acting as assistant manager, before taking over as manager for
a short period. The 41-year-old also spent time as assistant
manager at Walsall.

He joined Bristol City in 2016, acting as assistant manager

to Lee Johnson. Holden spent four years as number two at
Ashton Gate, before replacing Johnson on a caretaker basis in
July 2020. A month later, he was announced as manager on a
full-time basis.

BRISTOL CITY

spent the majonty of his tume Wi

Breaking into the first team at Roots Hall, Bentley went on to
make over 100 league appearances for the club, impressing
sides from higher up the Football League.

In July 2016, he left for Championship side Brentford. In his
three-season spell with the Bees, the 27-year-old was firmly
first choice goalkeeper, appearing in 123 Championship

games.

He left for Bristol City last summer, and the goalkeeper played
43 times for the Robins in their Championship campaign last
season.

Czech Republic international and club captain Tomas Kalas
started his career at Sigma Olomouc, before attracting the
interest of Chelsea.

He spent nine years at Stamford Bridge, with the majority of
those spent away on loan. He did make four first-team appear-
ances for the club, with two coming in the Premier League. The
27-year-old had loan spells at Vitesse, Koln, Middlesbrough,
and Fulham.

Kalas also had a loan spell at Bristol City, joining the club for
the 2018/19 season and made 41 appearances in all compe-
titions. His switch was made permanent the following summer,
and has been a vital player in the Robins’ defence.

He made over 90 appearances for the Saddlers, before he
made the move to Nottingham Forest. The 29-year-old spent
three seasons with Forest, and spent a season on loan at
Huddersfield during the 2015/16 season.

Paterson signed for Bristol City in the summer of 2016. During
his time at Ashton Gate, he has been a regular and helped
the side reach the semi-finals of the EFL Cup in 2017/18. He
spent the first half of last season on loan at Derby, but return
to the Robins in January 2020.

FAMARA
DIEDHIOU

Senegalese striker Famara Diedhiou began his footballing”"
career in the lower tiers of French football, playing for the likes
of ASM Belfort, Epinal, and Gazelec Ajaccio.

In 2014, the 28-year-old joined Ligue 2 side Sochaux. He
spent two seasons at the club, but spent 18 months away on
loan at Clermont Foot. In 2015/16, he scored 21 times in
Ligue 2, which eamed the interest of Ligue 1 side.Angers.

After a solitary season in Ligue 1, he made the move to
England and to Bristol City. The striker has made over 140
appearances in all competitions, scoring over 40 times for
the club.

KEEP AN EYE ON...

NAKHI
WELLS

Born in Bermuda, striker Nakhi Wells started his journey with
the likes of the Dandy Town Hornets and Bermuda Hogges.

His next move was to England, originally to attend The Rich-
mond International Academic and Soccer Academy. During his
studies, he also played for non-league side Eccleshill United.

Carlisle United were the first club to give Wells a professional
contract, before he had spells at Bradford and Huddersfield.
After his time with the Terriers came to an end, he made the
move to Premier League side Burnley.

He failed to keep a first-team place with the Clarets, and spent
18 months on loan at QPR, and made the permanent move to
Bristol City in January 2020.

Words: Ryan Payne
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CLUB HISTORIAN ROGER WASH DELVES
INTO HIS ARCHIVES...

Win at home, draw away was a recipe for promotion in the days
of two points for a win but the Town appeared contrary by being
awful at Kenilworth Road and brilliant away.

Using manager Harry Haslam’s novel system of one forward with
a floating five in midfield the tactic meant that the away record
was up with the best as the team attacked with relish on the
break but was easily stifled at home.

Four away wins had been recorded by the time of the visit to
Ashton Gate in October and it was made five, courtesy of 1-0
victory over a City side that was also struggling at home and yet
to pick up a win.

Pictured is Vic Halom (9) attempting a spectacular overhead

iy kick. You didn't risk a booking for this in those days!
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The long awaited Hatters' Heritage

o N l o u R E N E RG I : ' website has now launched - have a look

on www.hattersheritage.co.uk

Bllls E ER E ! In turn, we aim to run a series throu
— - ' the season showcasing artefacts and

memorabilia in our collection reflecting
the club’s rich history.

Featured today are a couple of ‘star’
badges from the 1950s.

www.utilita.co.uk/energyhigh5

-

Outside every ground at the time was a
seller of this type of plastic badge which
had a player picture crudely pasted in
the middle.

#EnergyHigh5
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iFollow Hatters commentator SIMON PITTS looks at some landmark Luton stats

In our final game of 2020 |
could look back on the year
that was but there is just so
much to write about, and most
of it has been covered suffi-
ciently already, so instead I'm
going to review some landmark
statistics following the 3-0 win
over Preston North End a few
weeks ago.

Not only was this Nathan Jones’ 200th
game in charge of Luton Town FC, it was
also his 100th win in all competitions
thus giving a fairly easy calculation for
those looking at win percentages!

Only four other post-war managers have
been in charge of the Hatters for more
matches, Lennie Lawrence 249, Harry
Haslam 275, Dally Duncan 514 and
David Pleat 609, the latter also from two
spells in charge. e

Looking at points per game, Nathan
leads the way with his first spell in
charge netting 1.82ppg from 139 match-
es, with Allan Brown in second place with
1.74 ppg from his 95 matches in charge.
Nathan currently has 1.43 ppg in his
second spell giving him 1.75ppg over his
two spells, so still the best overall for any
permanent Luton Town manager.

The Preston win also saw the 217th time that a Luton player
has scored three or more goals in a competitive game, with
James Collins netting his fifth hat-trick for the Hatters and
he now has at least one in each of the three divisions of the
Football League.

Collins is one of 104 different players to have netted 3 or more
goals in a game and is currently in joint 8th for hat-tricks,
alongside Malcolm Macdonald and Tommy Tait also on five.
Gordon Turner is leading the way, netting 3 or more goals, on
14 occasions, whilst Ernie Simms has 11 and Andy Rennie on
10. Turner averaged a hat-trick in every 32 appearances, a feat
currently being matched by Collins. ‘

Collins is also now 15th in the overall goal-scoring table for
Luton Town players, on 68 goals, and is only 2 goals shy of
Hugh Billington in 13th place.

2020 as a year has seen an average of 1.36 ppg, in compari-
son our last full year in the Championship, 2006, saw 1.18 ppg.

Our Boxing Day defeat at Reading was obviously very disap-
pointing, although at least the away goal drought was finally
ended, and what a strike it was from Kazenga LualLua!

Harry Cornick had scored in the three previous Boxing Day
fixtures, a feat only matched by Ron Futcher in the 1970s, al-
though he did it over a four-year period as there was no match
on 26th December 1976.

For the final time in 2020, enjoy the match, albeit on iFollow
instead of being at Kenilworth Road, but let's hope we can
welcome some fans back early in the New Year.

#COYH
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Director Eric Morecambe is pictured with
the players who won the Division Two (now"/
Championship) trophy in 1981/82. A grim- faced
David Pleat gets ready to be embarrassed by Eric,
the players or more likely both! '

THE CAMERA
NEVER LIES
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A: Tommy Lennon : Available ailable
! I T. Available . Available : Available
1 1. Available
& 5
BRENDAN GALLOWAY RHYS NORRINGTON-DAVIES  KAZENGA LUALUA JAMES BREE
H: Available H: WHOSH Holly Valentine 26z H: DLA Driving School
A Available A: Available WHOSH : . SAM Beast
T: Available vailable Available Consulting Ltd
‘ . Available
SAM NOMBE JOE MORRELL TIERNAN PARKER AVAN JONES
B H: Available H: J Block& Luton 31 H: able H: Available
§ A Available Awaydays A: Bobbers Travel Club A: Available
: Available Available I: Available T: Available
Available
JAKE PECK COREY PANTER JOSH NEUFVILLE
H: H: Available 37 H: Jackie Neufville
A lg A Available A: Lynn, Ben &
4 1. Available T: Available Rhiannon
- T: Available

NATHAN JONES

MICK HARFORD

PAUL HART

SIMON PARSELL

H: Thompsons
Chartered
Accountants
Bedford

~ A Country Properties

{: Camoisseur Leasing
A: Carnoisseur Leasing

H:" Doug Knight
A: ‘Available

{2 Bobbers Travel Club
B A Available



KIT SPONSORS 20/21

To find out more information about kit sponsorships, contact our commercial team on 01582 411622

YOUTH TEAM

i

{KEY: H: HOME | A: AWAY y

JOSH ALLEN EDDIE CORBIT JACOB COWLER ‘AIDAN FRANCIS
e H: Available & 7 H: Available gl H: Available B g H: Available
A Available A: Available | A: Available A Available
JOSEPH HALSEY JAMESON HORLICK TRA LUCAS ED MCJANNET
¥ H: Available H: Available y H: Les Miller - Miller & o Gill, Julie, Neil &
A Available A: Available Company Yvonne
] ¥ G: SGW Goalkeeping A Available Available
MATTHEW MOLONEY TYRELLE NEWTON CALLUM NICOLSON CASEY PETTIT
" H: Blakeney Estates H: Available W H: Available z 0 H: Gill, Julie, Neil &
A Available A: Available A Available Yvonne
. A: TV Sport Blogs
BEN STEVENS JOSHUA SWAN ADAM WEDD COREE WILSON
H: Available H: Available H: JB Associates H: Liz Evans
A: Available A Available A: The Wedds A: Available

6: GP Quoreenton Ltd J§ 7: Shelley Sandzer

&Tiro Partners

8: Melvyn Westwood

SUBASH GP QU(?EENTON 1 g "0 . ‘ “}
| KARAWADRA ot o the UK ‘ | | melvyn westwood
| |1 | | | BooK-KEEPING & AcCOUNTS
9: Pictons Solicitors J 10: Crannall & | 11: Crossco Luton Ltd 15: Taylor French

Thermal Economics ‘ i ; . I8 Developments Ltd
2 || crannull's || @@ B cosouenus || JB Developments || 1 cp o group| |
P1cton§H S 8K ; Radic s s =
| Economics | Lt e |
18: CME Heating Ltd 19: Markyate Precision 20: Indigo Residential on Litchfield &
[ Machining Co Ltd . . Jensan Ltd
ME i MARKYATE PRECISON Indlgo SIMON JENSANo
‘ g Lid MACHINING CO LTD. residential HUTCHRELD | ==

group

international

25: Edmundson Electrical

ELECTRICAL |

26: Editquest Electrical
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THE FOOTBALL
LEAGUE PAPER

Written by FLP executive editor JOHN LYONS

IT'S hard to believe we're fast
approaching the halfway point
in the league season, isn't it?

The games have come so thick and fast

that there’s hardly been time to breathe.
Some clubs have had a ball, others have
had a nightmare.

But counting chickens or fearing the
worst is not a great idea. | was reminded
of that when | was flicking through our
post-Christmas edition of The FLP from
last year.

Those were the carefree days when fans
packed into stadiums and everyone took
their football for granted. If only we'd
known...

Anyway, looking back at that slightly
faded paper, it's interesting to note that
the three teams in the Championship
relegation zone were Wigan, Barnsley and
Luton. Five months later, only Wigan went
down of that trio.

Barnsley memorably stayed up on the
last day of the season (in July!) with a
last-gasp win at Brentford, while the
Hatters finished 19th after Nathan
Jones returned to the club and sparke

arevival. . ;

The teams to go down with Wigan?
Charlton and Hull. The Addicks were a
safe-looking 17th in that December 29
edition, seven points above the drop

zone, while Hull were miles clear of the drop zone. The Tigers
were only just in the bottom half of the table (13th) and a
whopping 12 points above the dotted line.

The departures of star players Jarrod Bowen (to West Ham) and
Kamil Grosicki (to West Brom) at the end of the January window
knocked them for six and set in motion a slide which eventually
saw them slump to the bottom of the table.

However, it's not all doom and gloom. Grant McCann’s men
have had an excellent start to the League One campaign this
term and topped the table before a few recent setbacks.

In the third tier a year ago, Wycombe and Ipswich led the way.
The Chairboys eventually went up via the play-offs, but Ipswich
slumped to 11th place on points per game.

The two sides who bagged the automatic promotion places?
Coventry and Rotherham. The Sky Blues, who went up as cham-
pions, were in ninth place after Christmas, nine points behind
Wycombe. Eventual runners-up Rotherham were fifth.

In League Two, Swindon, Exeter and Crewe occupied the top
three places just ahead of the turn of the year. Swindon and
Crewe did go on to achieve promotion via points per game, but
Exeter missed out - and were replaced in the automatic places
by...neighbours Plymouth.

After Christmas the Pilgrims were a lowly eighth in the table,
just outside the play-off places. Who won the play-offs? North-
ampton, who were ninth at the halfway mark. While some of the
teams in the promotion places midway through did go on to
win promotion and some in the relegation zone did ultimately
fall through the trapdoor, it all goes to show that anything is
still possible.

And after the year we've just had, promotion and relegation
isn't the be-all and end-all, is it? As we enter 2021, let's really
enjoy our football, even if it is a bit different than usual.
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LUTON TOWN
COMMUNITY TRUST

PREMIER LEAGUE CHARITABLE FUND CONTINUE FINANCIAL

SUPPORT FOR THE TRUST

In a turbulentyear, the Trust are grateful
to the Premier League Charitable Fund
(PLCF) for their continued financial
support for the first half of the 2020-21
season and for the next 6 months that
will hopefully see us through the worst of
the pandemic.

In simple terms, the grant funding
amounts to over £100,000 and pre
pandemic, this enabled the Trust to
visit 50 local schools and deliver free
curriculum time sport to approximately
2,000 primary school children every
week of term through the PL Primary
Stars project as well as offer late night
sports sessions to improve community

cohesion and engagement with all young people - boys and
girls, able and disabled, through the PL KICKS project.

Naturally, throughout the pandemic, numbers have fallen and
then increased and then fallen again as the lockdowns have
come and gone but slowly as schools and the Trust have learnt
to create Covid secure environments our strong relationship
with local schools has seen delivery levels approaching 50% of
pre-covid levels while our KICKs centres recovered very quickly
with the government acknowledging the value of sport for young
people and allowed U18 football to continue.

The first few months next year will still be challenging but slowly
with continued support from the Premier League we will be able
to build back capacity to pre Covid levels by the summer and
connect with our next generation of supporters.

PL PRIMARY STARS SCHOOL
SPORT PROGRAMME

The Premier League's flagship PL Primary Stars programme is
designed to provide primary schools with support in improving
the provision of PE and sport during curriculum and extra-
curriculum time.

The aim is to provide higher quality, positive experiences for
the pupils, enabling positive teaching and learning, alongside
increased participation opportunities and importantly for the
club increased player pathways through talent identification.

This support to schools importantly, includes teacher
mentoring from our coaching staff to improve staff confidence
in PE sessions delivery, PE curriculum lessons, enrichment
sessions, through to breakfast clubs, lunch-time activities and
after-school clubs.

School Sport Development Officer, James Hatch, who oversees
the project commented: 'We always have a great response from
local schools who ask us to come in and help with all kinds

of requests from running lunch time clubs to coaching the
schools’ football teams. The continued support from the PLCF
will allow us to re-build capacity during 2021 so we can reach
the same pre-covid engagement levels.

For any schools interested in our PL Primary Stars project you
can contact James Hatch at the Trust via email at schoolsport@
lutontown.co.uk

PL KICKS - SOCIAL COHESION
PROGRAMME

PLKICKS seeks to promote sport in deprived areas with
unemployment and anti-social behaviour challen'ges where lots
of students under-achieve at school or college and now find the
jobs market more challenging than ever.

Our PL KICKS centres use football as a hook to engage and
target young people aged 11 to 21 and attempt to divert them
away from anti-social behaviour by providing training and
employment and volunteering opportunities as well as access
to local facilities in the evening they would not otherwise have
access to as casual groups.
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Daniel Douglas, Community Operations Manager at the Trust
commented, ‘We partner with Bedfordshire Police and Luton
Youth Offending Services at all of our centres in trying to
create cohesive groups of young people and our intra estate
tournaments do bring young people together in a way no other
activity can. Last month just before the November lockdown
we took two teams down to London made up of boys from all
over Luton to compete in a police tournament - they all got on,
played in the Hatters colours and all united together under the
one badge!’

STOPSLEY PL KICKS HOLIDAY
ACTIVITY & FOOD CAMP

Last week, we brought both projects together with additional
support from The Premier League, the Premier League
Charitable Fund and Barclays to provide a positive end to

the year as we held a 3 day activity camp up at Stopsley
Community Primary school for 80 children. The camp provided
some great daytime activity for pupils identified as needing
additional support and as well as providing a range of
activities. The Club helped out by providing a nutritious meal
and snack each day for the participants and all the kids left
with a Premier League goody bag! Al of course, done in Covid
secure bubbles!

Happy New Year everyone!




FPM Facility Services Ltd

Proud to be supporting
the Hatters in the Championship

FPM Facility Services prO\}ide planned and reactive maintenance to
both the private and public sector across the South East of England.

» Building Maintenance « Office Fit Out and Refurbishment « Flooring
» Electrical Contractors and Engineers « Site Pathway and Parking Maintenance
» Air Conditioning and Plumbing * Roofing Repairs

alk to one of our team on 01582 484020

Email: service@f-p-m.co.uk Web: www.f-p-m.co.uk

FPM Facility Services Ltd
35-37 Hastings Street, Luton, Bedfordshire LU1 5BE

JUNIOR
HATTERS -

Can you tell which player
we have hidden below?

BRISTOL CITY TINYSTATS
Formed: 1894

Stadium: Ashton Gate
Capacity: 27,000

Last season: 12th (Ch)
Head to head with Luton:
Luton wins - 21

Draws - 17

Bristol wins - 25

Manager: Dean Holden

Can you guess what players we've covered up with Harry’s face?
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BILLING A 57'

BROOKS A 69'
' HYLTON A 71" SOLANKE

ATURDAY 19TH DECEMBER 2020 | KENILWORTH ROAD
\TTENDANCE: BEHIND CLOSED DOORS

O READ THE FULL MATCH REPORT, VISIT OUR WEBSITE:

Manager Nathan Jones was pleased with his fantastic side. They and Norwich will go up, barring something
team’s performance in the 0-0 draw against disastrous, because they have enough fire power, enough
Bournemouth on the Saturday before Christmas, ~82MeS 0 get promoted from this league. So for us, its a
positive.
The Hatters successfully managed to shut-out the promotion "We know we're not their level but we're on 27 points, we
chasers who have lost just twice in the Sky Bet Championship  should have 33 minimum. We should be top six, we should
this season and arguably created enough to win the game too.  be in and around that because of the level of performances.
Forest here, we should have won. Birmingham, we should have

The gaffer said: “We probably would have taken a draw before 7 :
won and we should have got something midweek.”

the game, but as the game went on, | probably wouldn’t have.

“We had better chances, better situations, real good situations
which, in the first half we got in behind their back three, just POSSESSION:

couldn’t find the final ball. mn—

“It was a great save from Danny Hylton, probably not a penalty SHOTS OFF TARGET:

(on Nombe) but he’s clean through and pulled back, it's a
sending off and a free-kick which would have given us an CORNERS:
opportunity late on, so let's not forget that because they are a FOULS:
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READING Manager Nathan Jones reflected on what could Umpteen amount of crosses and opportunities around the box,
have been for his side following the 2-1 defeat itis just we have to show more quality in terms of our play."
at the hands of Reading on Boxing Day.
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On his decision with the starting line-up, the gaffer added:
“We realise we have three games this week and we want to
make the most of the home games, so we've had to make
sure we mix the side up. At half-time we weren't getting any
impact so | had to make changes and they did. We brought on

BERRY “That can happen to you at this level," said the Welshman. somflelquahty, espemall!y Kiernan and Rhys who | thought were
MPANZU A 65' "They are a good side and their second goal was a real, swift excellent second ha.

MONCUR A 46 counter-attack and they scored with a great strike from a set- m

SiLE play. That can happen and I'm just a bit disappointed in the POSSESSION: 43% 57%
build-up to their second goal, we should have been better. Wey SHOTS ON TARGET:

== gave the ball away cheaply, let people run off us and that can't

AT happen because we get punished. SHOTS OFF TARGET:

HYLTON A 46' CORNERS: 4
SLUGA “We had enough of the game to score two goals today, we FOULS: m
DEWSBURY-HALL A 46" scored one, we had chances and should have had a penalty.

NORRINGTON-DAVIES A 46'

HOLMES

MORRISON The Hatters fell short against the high-flying Royals, who scored

POTTS A 77' two first half goals to condemn Town to a loss on the road,
REAA 26 despite Kazenga Lualua's late consolation. at
CLARK

RINOMHOTA

D LAURENT
{ ALUKO A 90+1'
SEMEDO O 41' A 67'

ATURDAY 26TH DECEMBER 2020 | MADEJSKI STADIUM SOUTHWOOD
EADING SCORERS: MCINTYRE 9', SEMEDO 41'
UTON SCORER: LUALUA 90'

\TTENDANCE: BEHIND CLOSED DOORS
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TUNNICLIFFE

SWIFT A 67"
MELVIN-LAMBERT
BRISTOW
WATSON A 90+1'

'O READ THE FULL MATCH REPORT, VISIT OUR WEBSITE: bl
ONEN
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FIXTURES 2020-21
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DA A | OPPOSITIO OR A AWA POS | & & | S S 4 v J 0 6 9 0 4 6 0 b d 0# |GO
SEPFEMBER
Sat5 [3.00pm | H [ Norwich (CarabaoCupR1) | W3-1 | BCD BCD - [al-T-7-1- [ Gl e - B . & ] [ . 72085] - [ -1 -1-1 - [95155%
Sat12 [ 3.00pm | A | Barnsley W10 [BCD BCD B e i e . Ny ' A 4 5 CIE R B
Tue 15 | 6.00pm | A | Reading (Carabao CupR2) | W1-0 | BCD BCD e B . : i 2 o . 7 728593
Sat19 | 3.00pm | H | Derby County W21 | BCD BCD 2 -l o] o = - 46 |83 | 83
Tue22 | 8.15pm | A | Man Utd (Carabao CupR3) | L0-3 | BCD BCD -] - -] - e & - : 3 . . 7 7676 -
Sat 26 | 12.30pm [ A [ Watford " to1 [Bcp BCD 7 [-1-7-[-1-17T- [ i o | o i - 587178
OCTOBER
Sat3 | 3.00pm | H | Wycombe W: W20 | BCD BCD 5 * . . . F . 7318088
Sat17 | 3.00pm | H | Stoke City L0-2. [ BCD BCD 6 -1 . . b . . . 666775
Tue20 | 7.45pm | A | Millwall L0-2 | BCD BCD E T e o O W I . a . B 60 | 69 | 87
Sat24 | 3.00pm | A | Sheffield Wednesday W1-0 | BCD BCD CEE B AR B . - . [ . Zhe 6992 -
Wed 28| 7.45pm | H | Nottingham Forest D11 [BCD BCD 9 -] . o . 2 7717784
Sat31 | 3.00pm | H | Brentford L0-3 | BCD BCD Bl-[-]-[-1-]1° K8 jizn e - 3704674
NOVEMBER
Wed4 | 7.45pm | A | Rotherham United W10 | BCD BCD 9 : o [ . 466489
Sat7 |3.00pm | A ield Town D11 |BCD BCD 10 N . v e13l -
Sat21 | 3.00pm | H | Blackburn Rovers Di1i |BCD BCD B B 7 . 59597677 | 95
Tue 24 | 7.00pm | H | Birmingham City D11 |BCD BCD 9|1 e R TR s
Sat28 | 3.00pm | A | Cardiff City Lo-4 | BCD BCD 2] |- 4141607171
DECEMBER
Wed2 | 7.45pm | H | Norwich City w31 |1,000 N/A 1wty . . . . 5 4]70]94] - | -] -
Sat5 |3.00pm | A | Swansea City L0-2 | BCD BCD ALl . . . 616282 - - |70
Tue8 |7.45pm | A | Coventry City D00 | BCD BCD Bl-|-]-|- . . . sl s
Sat12 | 3.00pm | H | Preston North End W30 2,000 N/A 1 | - . . . 74758080 [83] - | - [2029.66
Wed 16| 7.00pm | A | Middlesbrough L0-1 | BCD BCD 13 (1 . il e 62(6275(86|86| - | 66|
Sat19 | 3.00pm | H | AFC Bournemouth D00 | BCD BCD 14 | - . . GEE SN
Sat26 | 3.00pm | A | Reading L12 [BCD BCD 15 . 46464665 77] - | - [941%0
Tue 29 | 7.45pm | H | Bristol City
JANUARY
Sat2 | 3.00pm | H | QPR
Sat9 |12.00pm| H | Reading (FAC R3)
Sat 16 | 3.00pm | A | AFCBI h
Wed 20| 7.45pm | A | Brentford
Sat 23 | 3.00pm | H | Rotherham United
Sat30 | 3.00pm | A | Blackburn Rovers
FEBRUARY s &
Sat6 | 3.00pm | H | Huddersfield Town .
Sat 13 | 3.00pm | A | Birmingham City DRO 1 A
Tue 16 | 7.45pm | H | Cardiff City
Sat20 | 3.00pm | A | Stoke City
Tue 23 | 7.45pm | H | Millwall ORDER YOUR
Sat 27 | 3.00pm | H | Sheffield Wednesday PRINTED RSIO
MARCH . OF OUR A DA
Tue2 | 7.45pm | A | Nottingham Forest PROGRA OR
Sat6 | 3.00pm | A | Norwich City 3 » RED
Sat13 | 3.00pm | H [ Swansea City O YOUR DOOR - A
Tue 16 | 7.45pm | H | Coventry City ATTERSWORLD.CO
Sat20 | 3.00pm | A 1 Preston North End ’ OR PUR A .
APRIL DE A 4
Fri2 3.00pm | A | Derby County b [ ] L . L O A O
Mon5 | 3.00pm | H | Barnsley - v
Sat10 | 3.00pm | A | Wycombe Wanderers
Sat17 | 3.00pm | H | Watford
Wed 21| 7.45pm | H | Reading
Sat24 | 3.00pm | A | Bristol City o
MAY
Sat1 [3.00pm [ H [ Middleshrou [ | | e RS e e R R B (PO EC i B T R e e TR R e e
Sat8 [300pm | A | QPR l I | AT I R A P T P T R A rhEREREEEEET

Starting XI ¥ Substitute * Unused sub y: yellow card r: red card p: penalty scorer *: penalty missed KEY: ™J: Out on loan | <] : Left club | Team name colour: Carabao Cup Match | Team name colour: FA Cup Match




QUEENS PARK RANGERS | 02.01.21 | KO 3PM

UP NEXT

FORMED: 1882
NICKNAME: THE R'S

WHO?

QPR have spent the last six seasons in the Championship after
relegation from the Premier League in 2015, spending a third
of this decade in England’s top tier. The club's last piece of sil-
verware came in 2011 as they earned promotion to the Premier
League as champions, whilst the R's came close to winning the
FA Cup in 1982, losing 1-0 to Spurs in a replay.

GROUND?

Formerly known as Loftus Road, QPR renamed their ground the
Kiyan Prince Foundation Stadium in 2019. The Kiyan Prince
Foundation was established in 2008 in memory of Kiyan Prince,
a 15-year old QPR youth player who was fatally stabbed in
2006, to ‘support young people embroiled in a downward spiral
of urban violence.' You can find out more about the foundation
and its work at www.thekpf.com

HAVEN’T WE MET BEFORE?

The two sides last met during the Championship restart last
season, as the Hatters secured a point at Kenilworth Road

to move a step closer to survival. In the reverse fixture last
season, QPR ran out 3-2 winners after a concerted but unsuc-
cessful fightback from the Hatters having trailed 3-O within the
opening 30 minutes.

KNOWING ME, KNOWING YOU
Current Hatters Kazenga Lualua and Martin Cranie both
enjoyed loan spells at QPR in 2017 and 2016 respectively,
with the former scoring one goal in 19 appearances at Loftus
Road. Former Hatters Paul Walsh and Tony Thorpe also played
for QPR, whilst current assistant coach Paul Hart managed
QPR in a five-game spell in 2009/10, with Mick Harford as his
assistant during the second of the Hatters legend's two spells
coaching at the west London club.

Words: Dylan Bhundia

LUTON TOWN PLAYER STATISTICS

%oy, [ 202021 SEasoN [ caree

= ﬁ = | LEAGUE cup TOTAL CARDS | TOTAL

“omins  [hors G| wps |G |mes |G i wrs [ 6
Luke Berry 16 3) 2 1 0 0 17 3) 2 3 0 108 14
Sonny Bradley wlom i fol3 JoJol2 fwjo]lz |o|nu |3
James Bree 1 (6) 0 1 ) 0 2 6) 0 0 0 50 0
Jordan Clark o T R B S R O o B Y 2
James Collins 16 2 6 1 0) 3 17 2 9 2 0 158 68
Harry Cornick Bl Joft fo o fu|@]o]r o | |n
Martin Cranie 15 0) 0 1 1) 0 16 1) 0 5 0 2 2
Kemandewsturytal {12 @ fo o Jo Jo |2 @ fo]1 o ]u |o
Brendan Galloway 0 (0) 0 0 0) 0 0 0) 0 0 0 5 0
Danny Hton 5 @ Jo]2 f@Jof7r |® Jo]a fo [ |ss
Peter Kioso 0 [} 0 1 (1) [} 1 1 0 1 0 3 0
ot Lee et Jefr ool de fofofo j@ jo
Tom Lockyer 10 2 0 2 ) 0 12 @ 0 0 0 14 0
Kazenga Lualua t oy [ef2 o fo]s Junfr |3 Jo |m 7
George Moncur 7 (6) 2 0) 0 9 (6) 2 0 0 49 9
Joe Morell 3 @ Jofo @ o3 f@]o]o]o |7 0
Pelly-Ruddock Mpanzu 1 2 2 1 0) 0 18 2) 2 4 0 202 19
Sam Nombe o @ Jojo @ Jofo J@ oo o |a 0
Rhys Nomington-Davies 15 V] 0 3 0) 0 18 [vi] 0 2 0 20 0
Matty Pearson wolw Pzl fosfodae b b da fa jis of o
Dan Potts 6 (§1] 0 0 0) 0 6 1) 0 1 0 157 10
Glen Rea i o jifr oo e o falsjo jin |e
lames Shea 7 0) 0 3 0) 0 10 0) 0 1 0 85 0
Andrew Shinnie o fo Jol2 @ |of2 |@fjo]o o |ws |1
Simon Sluga 14 ) 0 0 0) 0 14 ) 0 0 0 48 0
Ryan Tunicife 3l jol2 jm]oe]s | ofo]o | 1

2020-21 CHAMPIONSHIP TABLE

# | Team Pl {W|D |L [F |A [6D |Pts
1 Norwich City 21 11314 |4 |]29]19]10 |43
2 Swansea City 21 inle |14 25112113 139
3 | Bournemouth 20 (108 |2 |35]|16 19 |38
4 Brentford 21 11018 |3 [34]20]14 |38
L) Watford . 21 1107 4 12411519 3/
6 | Reading 2N j11]3 LT 43212115 |36
7 Stoke City 201 57 512520 |5 34
8 | Middlesbrough 019 16 15 12411519 33
9 | Bristol City 21 11013 1.8 122 F22:00 133
10 | Bamsley 149 1.8 18 10520 12 131
11 | Blackburn Rovers 201815 18 1357125110129
12 | Cardiff City 218 15 18 1BIBIS | W
13 | Preston North End 2119 |2 110428130} -2 429
14 | Huddersfield Town 218 }4 |9 {25114 |28
15  Luton Town 21 10 8 23 5
16 | Millwall 2015 (0ls5 117j18]-1 |25
17 | Birmingham City 2115 18 18 117 1 23°067a1.03
18 | Coventry City 211518 |8 |20]28]8 |23
19 | Queens Park Rangers 21 {4 |8 |9 |19]29]-10]2
20 | Nottingham Forest 21 |4 |6 |11]14]125|-11]18
21 | Rotherham United 1914 |4 111181279 |16
22 | Derby County 20013 11 101102313 ]16
23 | Sheffield Wednesday * 21148 11 1011222 )-10 | 13
24 | Wycombe Wanderers 2112 |6 13]113]31]-18 | 12
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SCREW-/X
HELPING FAMILIES ENJOY
FOOTBALL AT HOME

The ‘homemade waste pipe goal'. Waste pipes, push-fit
knuckle bends and some barrier fencing. It doesn't seem
like much, but sometimes it's all you need to transform
your garden into a proper footy pitch.




NATHAN JONES DEAN HOLDEN

JAMES SHEA 01 01  DANIEL BENTLEY
MARTIN CRANIE 02 02  JACK HUNT
DAN POTTS 03 03  JAY DASILVA
RYAN TUNNICLIFFE 04 04  ADAM NAGY
SONNY BRADLEY 05 05  AFLIE MAWSON
MATTY PEARSON 06 06  NATHAN BAKER
HARRY CORNICK 07 07  CHRIS MARTIN
LUKE BERRY 08 08  LIAM WALSH
DANNY HYLTON 09 09  FAMARA DIEDHIOU
ELLIOT LEE 10 10  JAMIE PATERSON
SIMON SLUGA 12 11 CALLUM O'DOWDA
GEORGE MONCUR 14 12 MAX O'LEARY
GLENREA 16 13 JOE WOLLACOTT
PELLY-RUDDOCK MPANZU 17 14  ANDREAS WIEMANN
JORDAN CLARK 18 18  ANTOINE SEMENYO
JAMES COLLINS 19 19  ADRIAN MARIAPPA
HARRY ISTED 21 20 JOE WILLIAMS
KIERNAN DEWSBURY-HALL 22 21 NAKHI WELLS
BRENDAN GALLOWAY 23 22 TOMAS KALAS
RHYS NORRINGTON-DAVIES 24 23  TAYLOR MOORE
KAZENGA LUALUA 25 25 TOMMY ROWE
JAMES BREE 26 26 ZAKVYNER
SAMNOMBE 27 27 0PI EDWARDS
JOE MORRELL 28 29  CHRIS BRUNT
DION PEREIRA 30 30 TYREEQ BAKINSON
AVAN JONES 32 33 SAMBELL
SAM BECKWITH 33 42 HAN-NOAH MASSENGO
JAKE PECK 34 43  STEVEN SESSEGNON

COREY PANTER 35

MATCH OFFICIALS

REFEREE - GAVIN WARD | ASSISTANT REFEREE 1 - GRAHAM KANE
ASSISTANT REFEREE 2 - MICHAEL GEORGE | FOURTH OFFICIAL - ROBERT MASSEY-ELLIS
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