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PROUD KIT BUPPLIERS TO LUTON TOWN

‘ ‘ Welcome back to you all to Kenilworth Road

and the 22nd edition of Talk of the Town.
It's hard to believe we're already up to that

number of issues with this, of course, the third

programme of the campaign which features
Wrexham.

Tonight's game is the second attempt to play
our home league fixture against the Red Dragons,
who we welcome and wish a pleasant stay and a safe

trip home.
Inside this issue we have plenty to keep your brain engaged, including
reports, reaction and photographs from our last two matches. So just the
12 goals to re-live following the 7-0 win over Hereford and the 5-0 victory
at Nuneaton just three days ago.
Ves, it's fair to say it's been a terrific week for everyone involved with
the football club and what’s more we are happy to report the excellent
progress Jonathan Smith is making in his recovery from injury. An exclusive
Q&A with Smudger can be found on pages 50 and 51. Enjoy! #COYH’ ’
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“ It was a first-class
home performance
by the men on the
pitch and a first class
performance from
the crowd. , ’

the manager

JOHN STILL

Good evening and welcome back to Kenilworth
Road as we entertain a Wrexham side who were the
last to beat us in Skrill Premier action way back in
September.

I'd like to wish a warm welcome to Wrexham who have
made the trip down from North Wales including their
loyal supporters.

Tough

Tonight's game is sure to be another tough game for
us. As | always say in my notes, all the games are tough,
there are no easy matches.

We, however, will be fully prepared for a game against
tough opponents who have, over the years, been a real
force in this division. They have already beaten us once
this season so therefore we will be well aware of the
threats that they will pose.

Our last home match saw us beat Hereford 7-0 in
what was a first class performance all over the pitch. We
moved the ball well and had ambition and drive all over
the pitch.

We shared the goals around too and it was a display
that we can look back over in the coming weeks that was
a first-class home performance by the men on the pitch
and a first class performance from the crowd who got
behind the team. That's the ingredient which is making
us what we are at the moment.

Victory

We followed that victory up with another
comprehensive display at Nuneaton on Saturday. It was
another fine display from the players. Performances like
that are paramount and emphasises how hard everyone
must work for us to be a success.

Everyone is in this together; the players, the staff,
officials and the supporters. That is what makes our
team strong and it's what we need for every game
between now and the end of the season.

Elsewhere it is nice to see some of our players doing
very well out on loan. Jim Stevenson and Alex Wall have
been on fire for Dartford as both get much-needed game
time. Alex in particular has found injuries an obstacle
this season yet he has been finding the net regularly
in the last few weeks. Jim, meanwhile, has been a
consistent performer as the Darts move closer to safety.
Shaun Whalley has put in some excellent performances
for AFC Telford, too, and | know their manager Liam
Watson has been very impressed. We hope he can come
back and reproduce that kind of form, which | know he is
capable of. JJ O'Donnell has put in some good displays
for Gateshead, whilst some of the younger players have
done well in their loan spells which are going to be vital
for their development.

Important

On Saturday we are at home again when we face
Alfreton. They are another side who are going well in
the league and which will be another tough one. In fact,
every game between now and the end of the season
will be difficult. Teams will have points to play for as the
business end approaches, with clubs needing the points
for different reasons.

Therefore, it's going to be important that we have an
extra effort from the team on the pitch and the team
off the pitch — that’s you the supporters. That’s what we
need, to support each other. On Saturday the support
was nothing short of remarkable. Having close to 2,000
at Nuneaton is just phenomenal and | know it really
pushed the players on. On and off the pitch the harmony
has been just superb so let's keep it going because it is
so important.

Everyone has played their part and that must be the
case again this evening so get behind us once more in
our bid to secure another three points tonight.

Enjoy the game.

0

John Still is sponsored by: Thompsons Accountants and Country Properties (Hitchin) 01462 452951
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boardroom

WITH DIRECTOR DAVID BLAKEMAN

Welcome to
tonight's match
against Wrexham
and a good evening,
also, to our visiting
players, supporters
and board.

This is yet another
important game, against
a side much fancied for
promotion at the start
of the season. It has
come as a significant surprise to many of us, | suspect,
that Wrexham have not put in a stronger challenge than
they have, to date. That is not to say, however, that in
this somewhat topsy-turvy division Wrexham cannot still
put in a late run for a Play-Off place, though, given the
distance they are now behind the top clubs, this looks
increasingly unlikely.

Knowing what a good side Wrexham can be (and it is
worth remembering that they are one of only two sides
to have beaten us in the league this season), some of
their results this season (including some recent results)
have really been very surprising. For instance, in the
last home game they lost to Barnet and, before that,
to Dartford. Without knowing the detailed reasons for
their decline in form this season, | would have expected
them to have won both of those games. What we cannot
do, of course, (although one does seem to say this
every match) is treat the game lightly, or as a foregone
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conclusion. | know that John Still and his team will be
absolutely focused on ensuring that our performance is
the best achievable — so that all that remains is for that
to translate into, hopefully, another victory.

Performance

Our own recent results have been absolutely mind-
boggling. To beat Hereford 7-0 and then to win 5-0 at
Nuneaton is pretty much the stuff of dreams, even to the
most optimistic, | would suspect. In my view, we did not
hit top form in either of those games. For my money, our
best performance of the season was the first half display
at Alfreton, when we utterly devastated a side that is still
very much in the running for at least a Play-Off place.
Nevertheless, to score 12 goals, without conceding,
and at the same time not to be playing at the top of our
game is little short of extraordinary. Long may it continue!

Tonight's game is, of course, incredibly important if
we are to continue to place more and more pressure on
the other contenders — especially Cambridge who are
starting to look like our only realistic challengers. If we
can win tonight, the points per game requirements facing
Cambridge becomes more and more difficult. It is entirely
irrelevant, of course, for me to ask supporters to get
behind the side — recent support has been fantastic and
the demand for tickets is becoming overwhelming.

Talking about demand for tickets, it is probably worth
explaining how our ticket policy works, to those who are
not already fully aware of the policy basis.

We undertake a tiered ticket sales system when we are
playing in a big game.

A huge thank you to the 1,991 of you who roared
the team onto victory at Nuneaton on Saturday

Ultimately, the intention is to reward our most loyal
supporters. That means that season ticket holders get
first bite of the cherry. Diamond season ticket holders
have first entitlement to the ticket allocation. They are
followed by season ticket holders. Thereafter, anyone
else who tumns up at the ticket office and queues will
get any tickets remaining. | know that many supporters
queued for several hours to get tickets for the Cambridge
game. Obviously we are delighted that there is such
demand for tickets, but wish to create minimum
inconvenience for our supporters. A simple way, of
course, to enhance the chances of getting tickets for
games such as Cambridge is to purchase a season ticket
— adding, thereby, to the already impressive number who
have purchased season tickets this season. Obviously,
however, | also apologise for those people who have not
been able to get tickets — many of whom are extremely
loyal supporters.

Rain

| have already referred to our spectacular result against
Hereford. You may not all know that that game was only
able to proceed because we had purchased special pitch
covers (at significant cost) which kept enough rain off the
pitch on the day before the game, such that the pitch did
not become waterlogged. Whilst the amount of rain that
has fallen this winter has broken all records, there does
seem to be an increasing pattern of unusual weather
conditions affecting this country. We had the snow last
year and the rain this year. Pitch covers will, hopefully,
enable us to put games on, when others cannot. To do
so places less fixture congestion on the players, thereby
reducing the chances of injury, or tiredness, impacting
on our results. Furthermore, the Club loses significant
money every time a game is postponed. As you are
probably aware, the Club runs at a loss every year, so
that the reduction of cost, in this manner, is of great
importance.

Here’s hoping for another great result!

COYH!

Littlewoods Challenge Cup:
Winners 1988, Runners-up 1989

FA Cup:
Runners-up 1959
Semi-finalists 1959, 1985, 1988, 1994

Johnstone's Paint Trophy:
Winners 2009

Simod Cup:
Runners-up 1988

Football League Division Two:
Champions 1981/82
Runners-up 1954/55, 1973/74

Football League Division Three (South):
Winners 1936/37
Runners-up 1935/36

Football League Division Three:
Runners-up 1969/70

League One:
Champions 2004/05

Football League Division Four:
Champions 1967/68

Football League Division Three:
Runners-up 2001/02

Blue Square Premier:
Runners-up 2009/10

Southern League Division One:
Runners-up 1894/95, 1895/96

Southern League Division Two:
Runners-up 1913/14

United League:
Champions 1897/98
Runners-up 1896/97, 1900/01

Southern Alliance:
Runners-up 1913/14
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RONNIE HENRY

Since my last set of notes we have scored 12 and
not conceded at all. How great does that sound?

Like we have done all season, our performances are
the result of hard work and the 7-O win over Hereford
and 5-0 victory at Nuneaton on Saturday were prime
examples of how our work ethic pays off.

Both games were very similar in
that we turned on the style and
scored the majority of our goals
in the second half. We are finding
at the moment that teams are
working their socks off against us
in the first half. Our opponents
are giving it their all for 40, 50,
sometimes 60 minutes but, as we
are finding, our superior fitness is
really paying dividends as we are
putting teams comprehensively to
the sword.

Nobody is mentioning promotion
at the minute and that’s the way
it should be. There is a very long
way to go until the season is
complete and as a group we have
our feet firmly on the ground. No
titles are won in February.

However, this group of players
and management know what
they want to achieve and we will
be doing everything in powers to
make sure that is realised. We
are on a fine run of form at the
minute and long may it continue.
We have the right recipe: we are
scoring lots of goals and keeping it tight at the back.
Teams are making things for difficult for us in the first
half of matches but we are grinding them down before
hitting them, literally, for six.

Tonight we entertain Wrexham and it is hard to believe
that they were the last team to beat us in the league
pback in September. It was a night where we never turned
up. The dressing room was a low place to be and, at that
time, a 23-match unbeaten run couldn’t have been any
further from our thoughts at the time.
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The performances and the results since have been
nothing short of remarkable and, as I've said, itisa
testament to the hard work and dedication of all the
players and staff. It is a real team effort and that was
shown in our last match against Wrexham, in the FA
Trophy in December. A number of the lads who hadn’t
been playing, including some of
the youth team players, were
given their chance and took
it with both hands to beat an
experienced Wrexham side. It
was another performance which
optimised the will to win we have
in our ranks.

So, 11 points clear, 23 matches
unbeaten...is there more to
come? Of course there is, there
is always more to come. We
won'’t be resting on our laurels, or
counting any chickens: you name
the cliché! We have a settled side
playing with confidence but we
i know that anybody can come in
| to the team and slot in straight
away.

On Saturday the atmosphere
at Nuneaton was amazing,
with almost 2,000 of you in
| attendance of 3,400. That was
pretty special. We played their
twice last season but on Saturday
it was like a completely different
place. It was like a home game
and there’s no doubt that it
helped us play the way we did, especially in the second
half.

As I've said countless times before you can be the
difference. We need you behind us even when things
aren’t going right. If it's 0-O at half-time or we're behind
we need you to stay with us. This season has been truly
magnificent and it's been great to be a part of so let's
keep it going.

Thank you for your tremendous backing and here’s to
three more points toni

Captain [



McGeehan here

The Hatters extended the loan deal of Cameron ‘
McGeehan until the end of the season last week. |
The 18-year-old, who captained the Canaries to
FA Youth Cup glory last term, has made himself an
influential figure in the Hatters starting Xl since joining on
loan in January.
McGeehan has started the last four league games for
the Town and created two goals in our last home match
with Hereford.
Manager John Still is delighted to have captured his
man until the end of the season.
The boss told Talk of the Town: “Cameron initially came
in for the month and impressed us all with his attitude
and performances, he’s brought a real freshness with

PRO DEAL

A day before our 7-0 win over Hereford, the
Town confirmed that lan Rees signed his first
professional contract with the club.

Rees, who turned 18 on Saturday, impressed manager
John Still in training and in four appearances in the FA
Trophy this season, and pens a deal until the end of the
2014/15 campaign.

The central midfielder joined the Hatters in 2007
having previously been on the books of both Cambridge
United and Rushden & Diamonds.

Having been a virtual ever-present in Paul Driver's
Under-18 squad this season, Rees was handed his first
team debut as a substitute in the FA Trophy first round
replay against Staines.

The 18-year-old was then given his full debut in the 2-0
win over an experienced Wrexham side in the FA Trophy, in
which he hit the post with a shot in the first half.

A substitute appearance in the third round tie at
Cambridge followed before Rees made his second start
for the first team in the replay against the U’s three
days later, putting in another mature display in central
midfield.

Manager John Still said: “lan has shown a tremendous
appetite for football and his enthusiasm and ability has
really shone through and impressed myself and the staff.

“lan’s performances in the FA Trophy, where he came
up against very seasoned professionals, showed a great
level of maturity. He wasn't fazed by the situation and
took the opportunity with both hands.

“He uses the ball very well and we are all looking
forward to witnessing lan flourish as a professional.”

News

FR REES

for the season

him and similar to Pelly Ruddock he has a great work
ethic. Overall we are delighted to extend his stay until the
end of the season.”

McGeehan has also been included in the Northern
Ireland Under-21 squad to face ltaly in Belfast on
Wednesday 5th March.

The Town also extended Alex Wall’s loan at Dartford
last week for a further month.

The striker scored for the Darts in their 2-0 win over
Hereford at the weekend, just four days after scoring
twice in a 5-1 win over Woking.

Shaun Whalley, on-loan at AFC Telford, also scored at
the weekend, as did Jake Woolley for St Neots in their
3-1 win over Arlesey.

CAMBRIDGE TICKETS UPDATE

We will be receiving an additional 450 terrace
tickets for this fixture later this week.

The ticket office have a busy week ahead with
supporters wishing to purchase tickets for this week’s |
two home games plus the Salisbury away fixture which is |
all-ticket for Luton supporters.

Whilst we realise the demand for Cambridge tickets is
still high, we need to allow supporters the opportunity to
purchase tickets for the games preceding it. Therefore
the additional Cambridge tickets will be released for sale
on Monday 3rd March. |

Before Monday 3rd March the ticket office will be ‘
carrying out a reconciliation of Cambridge tickets and
also contacting the supporters that were advised they
were on a waiting list for tickets. (These would have been
supporters who called the ticket office between 4pm and
5pm on Friday and whose contact details were taken and
confirmation given that a call back would be received.)

During this period the ticket office will also be happy
to swap any seat tickets for terrace tickets for those
supporters that tried to obtain terrace places and were
advised it had sold out. This will release seat tickets for
supporters who would have otherwise have been unable
to obtain them.

On Monday 3rd March the remaining tickets will be
released for sale at 6PM UNTIL 10PM. Tickets will be
sold via PHONE ON 01582 416976 ONLY.

THE CLUB AND THE TICKET OFFICE WILL NOT BE OPEN
TO PERSONAL CALLERS AND A CALL BACK PROCESS |
VIA EMAIL WILL NOT BE AVAILABLE AT THIS TIME. |

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

We'd like to wish happy birthday to two Town
supporters who are celebrating today.

Firstly, a happy second birthday to Joshua Taylor whose
birthday it was on Sunday. Lots of love from all family
and friends.

And a happy 50th birthday to life-long Hatters fan
and season ticket Keith Fountain. Love from family and
friends.

GOLDEN GAMBLE

A prize of £835 is awaiting the holder of Golden
Gamble ticket number 23832 from our draw
against Hereford.

The unclaimed readies can be claimed by phoning the
club on 01582 411622 or by emailing commercial@
lutontown.co.uk.
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Season Ticket holders will be able to purchase one ticket
per Season Ticket holder.

If any tickets remain on Tuesday 4th March these will
be available to from the ticket office to personal callers
or via phone as normal.

If any tickets remain tickets will be available on general
sale on Wednesday 5th March.

The initial allocation of 1,863 tickets were sold-out by
Friday with 1,500 tickets snapped up last Friday alone.

The club would like to place on record our thanks
to all supporters for their patience and understanding
regarding the sale of Cambridge tickets; as well as
applauding the astonishing response to purchasing
tickets for this match.

ENGLAND C
CALL FOR DUO

Town pair Andre Gray and Fraser Franks have
been called up to the England C squad to face
Jordan next week.

The friendly against the Jordan Under-23s takes place in
the capital Amman on Tuesday 4th March.

Both Gray and Franks are no strangers to the England C
set-up. Franks scored on his last appearance for the Three
Lions in a 2-2 draw against the Czech Republic earlier this
season.

MATCHDAY TRAVEL

Town commercial sponsors Arriva are offering
all Hatters season ticket holders cheaper bus
travel on match days, making it easier to access
Kenilworth Road by public transport.

Arriva operate buses along Dunstable Road with stops
near Kenilworth Road and Oak Road.

They also operate service A along the Busway which
has a convenient stop for the ground at the Clifton Road
side of the stadium.

All Town season tickets holders have to do is show
their season ticket on any matchday and they will
travel for the child fare on a single, return or day ticket.
Accompanying children can travel for just 50p. If you
live in Dunstable or Houghton Regis, the Busway is
the quickest and easy way to access the ground. The
discount only valid on Arriva services and on the A
service on Busway only.

News




ALFRETON TOWN

WHO? Alfreton Town, aka the
Reds. The club were formed in
i o a (} 1959 - the year the Town got all

i - the way to the FA Cup final. Alfreton
play their home games at the
Impact Arena, aka North Street and
were promoted to the top level of
non-league football in 2011.

RAPID RISE. The Reds were playing in the Midland
Counties League as recently as 1982 and the Northern
Counties East in 2002. The club won the NCE division
in 2002 before rising up through the Northern Premier
League to the Conference North, which they won the
title of in 2010/11, finishing 10 points clear of nearest
challengers AFC Telford, scoring 97 goals in the process.

TROPHY CABINET. Alfreton’s trophy cabinet is also
bursting at the seams with further league and cup titles,
including eight Derbyshire Senior Cup titles. They have
been runners-up in that particular competition a further
eight times.

IN CHARGE. Greenwich-born Nicky Law is the man
at the helm at the Impact Arena. As a player he spent
lengthy spells with Barnsley, Rotherham and Chesterfield.
His first job as a manager was with Chesterfield, who he
helped guide to promotion from Division 3 (now League
2) in 2000/01. After short spells at Bradford and Grimsby
he took over at Buxton, where he earned back-to-back
championships in the Northern Counties Leagues. He
joined Alfreton in 2007, and won the Conference North
title in his third season in the hotseat.

HOW THEY DOING? Very, very, very, very well. It was
well documented in the summer about Alfreton’s decision
to go part-time but the performances from the Reds
have been nothing short of fantastic. As the table stands
tonight, Saturday’s visitors sit in third place and have a
strong chance of extending their season in the Play-Offs

THERE'S NO LET UP IN THE TOWN'S SCHEDULE AT KENILWORTH ROAD AS THE
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SEASON TICKETS AVAILABLE
AT PRO-RATA PRICES

Adults (22-64) £111, Young Adults (17-21) and
Seniors (65-75) £84, Golden Seniors (over 75s) £51,
Unaccompanied Youths (10-16) and Juniors (under

10s) £16. Accompanied Under-17s FREE

Adults (22-64) £18, Young Adults (17-21) and
Seniors (65-75) £13, Golden Seniors (over 75s) £10,
Youths (10-16) £8, Juniors (under 10s) £5.

HATTERS WELCOME ALFRETON TOWN TO BEDFORDSHIRE ON SATURDAY

come April. Law’s side have taken 57 points from their
33 matches so far and lie a point below second-placed
Cambridge. They also have a four-point buffer between
themselves and the sides outside the top five.

ON THE ROAD. The Reds have an excellent record
on their travels — as you would expect from a team
challenging for promotion. Law’s side have won seven,
drawn one but lost 10. Their goal difference away from
the Impact Arena stands at minus 11 but their overall
record on the road is the ninth best in the Skrill Premier.
Their home record, on the other hand, is the fourth best
in the division.

LAST TIME HERE. It was December 2012 when
Alfreton last visited Kenilworth Road, a day when
comedienne Miranda Hart was at Kenilworth Road to film
a feature on a documentary about her comedy hero Eric
Morecambe. Miranda witnessed a three-goal burst inside
five second half minutes as JJ O’Donnell, Jonathan Smith
and Andre Gray found the net.

HEAD-TO-HEAD. Alfreton will be looking to avenge
the 5-0 defeat the Hatters inflicted on them back in
December. The Town stormed into a four-goal lead inside
18 minutes to help record their third win over the Reds.
Alfreton have won just once against the Town and that
came last season in a dominant 3-0 win at the Impact
Arena. Alfreton will also be looking to record their first
point on Bedfordshire soil on Saturday. The Town won
the first competitive meeting between the two clubs in
January 2012 when a George Pilkington penalty gave the
Hatters a 1-0 victory.

EX FACTOR. Alfreton took Lathaniel Rowe-Turner on-
loan this season but the defender has since returned to
Kenilworth Road but the Reds will have a former Hatters
in their ranks on Saturday in the shape of Godfrey Poku.
The midfielder, who played 29 times for the Town, is
currently on-loan from Mansfield.

Buy tickets: L Ticket office, Kenilworth Road & www.eticketing.co.uk/lutontown %, 01582 416976
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LUTON TOWN v ALFRETON TOWN | |/
e YRR Premier |

SATURDAY 1st MARCH 2014, KICK-OFF 3PM

Tickets are now on sale at normal matchday prices.

S&? SALISBURY CITY v LUTON TOWN %
SATURDAY 8th MARCH 2014, KICK-OFF 3PM

This match is all-ticket for Luton Town supporters. We have an allocation of 2,000 tickets, including a small
number of seats that will be available to transfer into on a first-come, first-served basis.

We request that these be kept for disabled and elderly supporters. Tickets will be on sale to diamond and

regular season ticket holders from Tuesday 25th February. Diamond supporters will be able
to purchase two tickets per person and regular season ticket holders one each.
They will stay on sale until close of business on Saturday 1st March. Any remaining tickets will then be
available on General Sale from Monday 3rd March until 3pm on Friday 7th March.

Prices: £14 adults, £12 over-65s, £10 students (17-18), £5 six-16-year-olds, free under-6s.

A transfer into the seats costs £2. Ambulant Disabled tickets are normal price with a carer free of charge.

Wheelchair disabled tickets can be purchased directly from Salisbury by calling 01722 776655.

SO0,

CAMBRIDGE UNITED v LUTON TOWN - &5~
TUESDAY 11th MARCH 2014, KICK-OFF 7.45PM

Our original allocation has now sold out but a further allocation of 450 tickets have been made available.
Please turn to page 11 for further details.

soN oy,
@5~ LUTON TOWN v WOKING

Please note the change in date and kick-off time for this match.
This game will be screened live by BT Sport. Tickets are now on sale at normal matchday prices.

Tickets EE]
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WITH COMMERCIAL MANAGER DAVID HOSKINS

A big welcome back to Kenilworth Road to all of | MATCHBALL SPONSOR
our corporate guests and sponsors this evening. ‘
KEITH ELKINGTON TRANSPORT

We have the pleasure of welcoming a match, ball
keith elkington transport

and programme sponsor for tonight's match against ‘
CATERING SOLUTIONS

Wrexham.
LOGISTICS » MANAGEMENT » INSTALLATION

It's been a very exciting and busy time for us with our
executive boxes and match and matchball sponsorships
all but sold out for the remainder of the season.
However, we still have hospitality packages available
in the John Moore, Millennium and Eric Morecambe
lounges. Please get in touch on the contact details below
if you are interested.

Soon we will also be revealing details of our end-of-
season dinner and these will be publicised in due course
in forthcoming programmes and on the official website.

Keith Elkington Transport and Catering Solutions are a
specialised transport and project management company
working within the catering equipment industry with over
23 years of experience.

We offer project consolidation, equipment delivery and
collection, installation, pallet and packaging recycling,
refrigeration recycling, equipment cleaning, specialised
lifting services, site surveys and storage and distribution
from our warehouses in Milton Keynes and Bellshill in
MATCH SPONSOR Scotland.

AUTOTECH CONTROLS LTD ! We projgct mangge deliyeries to many of the countries
large stadia, hospitals, prisons, care homes, as well as

| pubs clubs & restaurants.

' | We recently completed the delivery of the equipment
u U e c | into the kitchens in the hospitality suite here at Luton

Town.

Controlling Automation

‘ TODAY'S MASCOTS

Autotech supplies control solutions for the automated ) ) )
manufacturing and distribution systems behind many of | We'd also like to welgome two mascots this evening.
Britain’s leading brands. Based in Silsoe, Autotech has , Jack Fensome, who is 1O,Iand Tom Fensome, who is
delivered leading-edge control and robotic solutions for | e|ght,vw1ll get to meet all their favourite players in the
many successful companies including Amazon, BAA, BAE d.ressmg, room .before leading the team out onto the
Systems, Bentley, Cadbury, Coca-Cola, Ford, Jaguar Land ‘ pitch prior to kick-off. o

Rover, Procter & Gamble and UPS. For more information | We hope you both have a great evening with us.

visit www.autotech.co.uk.
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TRANSFER NEWS:

Say hello to the latest
Conference signing.

Skrill.

and securely without revealing’ your personal financial data,
as well as sending and receiving money onllne mstantly
and cost-effectively.

®
Skflll Find out more about Skrill. www.skrill.com/football
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welcome

It is with great pleasure that we welcome
Wrexham to Kenilworth Road for the second time
this season.

The Dragons arrive at Kenilworth Road two months
after the Town knocked Wrexham of the FA Trophy, a
competition which today’s visitors won with victory at
Wembley over Grimsby last season.

The last campaign was a mixed one for Wrexham, the
FA Trophy triumph was the high point but the Dragons’
defeat in the Play-Off final was an obvious low. It was the
Welsh club’s third successive failure in the Play-Offs and
this season the Dragons have found it tough to mount a
similar kind of challenge.

The Dragons lie in 13th place in the Skrill Premier
having taken 43 points from 32 games after an
inconsistent first half of the campaign. However, tonight's
visitors will take heart from the fact they are just 10
points off of the top five.

For this this evening’s game, the Dragons can also
take confidence from the last meeting between the two
clubs which saw tonight’s visitors register a 2-0 victory
on a Friday night at the Racecourse in front of the BT
Sport cameras.

That was the Town'’s last defeat in the Skrill Premier
—some 23 matches ago — but since then the Dragons
have failed to build on that victory. It's been at the
Racecourse that Wrexham have been their strongest,
with eight wins, three draws and five defeats on their
own patch.

However, it has been away from home where today’s
visitors have struggled, with eight defeats from their
16 matches on the road. Just four have been won: at
Southport, Hyde, Dartford and Gateshead. Those wins
Hyde and Dartford saw the Dragons score five times
in both matches. Those 10 goals make Wrexham the
second highest goalscorers away from home with 25 —
five behind the Hatters’ tally of 30.

The Dragons have lost six of their last 13 matches in
all competitions, including that 2-0 defeat against the
Hatters in the FA Trophy. The Red Dragons have lost
two of their last three matches in the Skrill Premier,
scoring just once. A 2-1 defeat at home to Dartford was
followed by a goalless draw away at Cambridge. However,
Wrexham failed to build on that decent point when losing
at home to Barnet on Saturday.

When it comes to scoring, however, the goals are
evenly spread among the Wrexham squad with Andy
Bishop, Joe Clarke and Johnny Hunt have six, whilst Brett
Ormerod and Robert Ogleby have five league goals to
their name.

The Dragons will be aiming to continue their decent
record at Kenilworth Road in recent seasons which
has seen the Welsh club undefeated in their last
three regular-season (Play-Offs aside) meetings in
Bedfordshire. Their last victory came in a 1-O win on a
Tuesday night in October 2011, and overall the Dragons
have a much better head-to-head record with 18
victories to the Town’s 12 in league competition.

Visitors

GOALKEEPERS

JOSLAIN MAYEBI. Cameroon-born stopper who
joined Wrexham in December 2010 after a successful
trial. Previously on the books at FC Metz, AEK Larnaca,
Hakoah Ramat Gan and Maccabi Ahi Nazareth.

ANDY COUGHLIN. Former Tranmere apprentice who
twice played for Rovers before signing for Wrexham this
summer having impressed Andy Morrell on trial.

DEFENDERS

NEIL ASHTON. Left-back who
had totted up over 200 senior
appearances with Tranmere,
Shrewsbury, Macclesfield and
Chester before signing for the
Red Dragons in the summer of
2010. Been a mainstay ever
since and was player of the year
in 2011/12.

DAVID ARTELL. Experienced
centre-half who has enjoyed
spells with Rotherham, Mansfield,
Morecambe, Chester and Northampton
before signing for Wrexham.

MARK CARRINGTON. Summer arrival
following his release from Bury. Originally a
product of Crewe’s academy he has also been on the
books of Hamilton in Scotland and at MK Dons.

STEVE TOMASSEN. Ex-Youth player who starred on
loan with Airbus in 2012/13, captaining the WPL side
and helping them earn a place on the Europa League.

DANNY LIVESEY. Experienced centre-half on-loan
from League 1 Carlisle United. Started his career as
a youngsters at Bolton but moved to Carlisle and has
played over 300 times for the Cumbrians.

MIDFIELDERS

ELLIOTT DURRELL. Highly-rated goal-scoring
midfielder who signed in January this year from
Hednesford Town. Notched 58 goals in 95 games for the
Pitmen prior to his arrival the Racecourse.

THEO BAILEY-JONES. Young winger who joined in the
summer of 2013 after a successful trial period. Only 19,
but played with semi-pro teams in the Manchester area.

Joe Clarke

JAY COLBECK. Progressed through the ranks from
the youth team and burst onto the scene with a double
strike against Kettering Town in January 2012.

DEAN KEATES. Vastly experience central midfielder
who has won promotion six times with three different
clubs. Shot to fame with Walsall before spells at Hull,
Kidderminster, Lincoln, Walsall again, Peterborough and
Wycombe.

JAY HARRIS. Midfielder who joined the Dragons
in the summer of 2010. Started out as an
apprentice at Everton before joining
Accrington Stanley and then Chester.
JOHNNY HUNT. Young Scouser
who has risen through the ranks

A at the Racecourse. Captained the
reserves to the Central League
title and signed a new contract
this summer.

KEVIN THORNTON. Irish
midfielder who penned a new
deal with the Dragons this

summer. Began his career with
Coventry before spells with Nuneaton
and Northampton Town.

STRIKERS

JOE ANYINSAH. Summer arrival following a
successful trial. Was released by hometown club Bristol
Rovers but began his career with rivals Bristol City. Has
also enjoyed spells with Preston, Carlisle and Charlton.

ANDY BISHOP. Experienced striker who scored twice
against the Town earlier this season. Originally joined
the Dragons on loan before he signed on a permanent
basis. Started his career with Walsall before loan spells
at Kidderminster, Yeovil and Rochdale. Then signed for
York and then Bury, where he was prolific in front of goal
having played over 250 times for the Shakers.

BRETT ORMEROD. Well-travelled striker who has
played and scored in all four divisions of the Football
League following spells with Accrington, Southampton,
Preston and, most notably, Blackpool.

ROB OGLEBY. Former Coventry youngster who moved
to Scotland to play for Hearts in 2010. Left Tynecastle in
January 2011 and signed for Wrexham.

To find out more about Wrexham visit: www.wrexhamafc.co.uk

Visitors



WITH MATT AQUINO

You could say failure to gain promotion back
to the Football League in each of the last three
Conference Premier campaigns looks to have taken
its toll on Wrexham this season.

Former player/manager Andy Morrell, who departed
the Racecourse yesterday, had been at the helm for
two of those unsuccessful attempts but, seeing the side
amassed 98 points in his first season and went all the
way to the Play-Off final at Wembley last year, it would
be unfair to label his tenure at the Racecourse Ground
a failure.

Despite their patchy form this season, we can be sure
Wrexham will arrive tonight with every intention of picking
up three points as they look to mount a miraculous final
third of the season push for the Play-Offs once again.

How have they performed this season?

Wrexham are languishing in 13th place with 43 points
after 32 games. They find themselves 10 points off the
Play-Off spots, but it could be more if Grimsby win their
games in hand to displace Salisbury City in fifth place.

Wrexham’s home form has been a worry this season.
The Reds have won only half of their 16 games at the
Racecourse Ground and have lost three of their last six.

You would expect the Welsh side to have a poorer
away record than at home, but their four wins in 16
away games and eight losses means they have earned
14 points less than Luton, who they would have been
considering as their main rivals for promotion at the start
of the season. Of their away wins, three have come in
their last six games which shows how poorly they started
the season.

Despite not picking up as many points as they would
like this term, the manner of collecting those points has
given Wrexham fans some reason to be enthusiastic,
as their side have gained 16 of their points from losing
positions in matches.

It would be wise, then, not to rule Wrexham out at
any point tonight even if the Hatters look to have a solid
lead.

How will they play? Who are their key men?

20-year-old Andy Coughlin will start in goal for the
Reds having forced last season’s regular Joslain Mayebi
out of the side in recent weeks.

Mark Carrington will play at right-back with Neil Ashton
returning to full fitness to operate at left-back after
missing a string of games with a head injury.

 CARRINGTON

CORMEROD 3 O AINSAH

, ‘ BISHOP .
sl PROBABLE LINE-UP 4-3-3 Ly

David Artell will partner Steve Tomassen at centre-back
after re-signing for Wrexham following a loan spell last
season.

Club captain Joe Clarke, who is equally adept as a
central defender or midfielder, will act as a screen for the
Wrexham defence whilst the box-to-box Jonny Hunt will
be complimented by the ultra-combative Jay Harris in the
centre of the park in what can be considered a functional
rather than creative midfield.

Veteran Dean Keates may make an appearance late
on if the game is stretched. Keates’ playmaking abilities
may enable him to find the space and penetrate the
Hatters defence when legs are tiring.

39-year-old Brett Ormerod would have been suspended
had the game not been postponed in January, but is
available tonight.

Joe Aynisah is likely play on the left of the front three
with Andy Bishop, the club’s join top-scorer with six
goals, leading the attack.

Established: 1864

Nickname(s): The Dragons, The Reds

Stadium: Racecourse Ground

Capacity: 15,500 (Avg. attendance ‘13/14 — 3,296)
Final league position 12/13: Fifth BSBP

B Visitors

back to the future

1961/62 PROMOTION WINNERS ‘

KEVIN KEELAN: Goalkeeper who made 68 League
appearances prior to joining Norwich City in July 1963.
Later with New England Teamen and Tampa Bay
Rowdies, he became a salesman in Florida.

PETER JONES: Ex-England Youth right-back who
netted seven goals in 226 League games before moving
to Stockport in July 1966, then Altrincham, Chorley and
Radcliffe Borough, settling in Swinton.

ALY McGOWAN: Scotland B international left-back
who joined Bethesda Athletic in November 1965. Later
Wrexham’s groundsman and steward of St Mary’s
Catholic Club, he died locally in July 2005.

KEN BARNES: Player-boss who was sacked in
February 1965. He managed Witton Albion and Bangor
City, then held various posts back at Manchester City. His
son Peter was an England international.

ALAN FOX: Welsh Under-23 centre-half who joined
Hartlepool United in June 1964, then Bradford City,
Dundalk, Limerick and Sligo. Settling in Hartlepool, he
worked for a brewery and an oil rig supply firm.

GEORGE EVANS: Left-half who scored nine times in
175 League games before joining Chester in June 1963,
then Bethesda and Colwyn Bay. He became a fitter at
Bersham Colliery, settling in Wrexham.

RON BARNES: Outside-right who later played for
Norwich City, Peterborough, Torquay and Cape Town City.
He worked in the print trade in South Africa for 20 years
and died in Bolton in December 1991.

STAN BENNION: Inside-right who netted 18 goals in
55 League games before joining Halifax Town in May
1963, then Chester, New Brighton, Rhyl and Hoole. He
was a clerk with Chester City Council.

WYN DAVIES: Welsh international who moved to
Bolton in March 1962, then Newcastle, Manchester City,
Manchester United, Blackpool, Stockport, Crewe and
Bangor. He is a retired baker in Bolton.

MIKE METCALF: Leading marksman who joined
Chester in December 1963, then Altrincham, Bangor
City, Connah’s Quay Nomads and Bethesda. He later ran
his own laboratory supplies company.

RON ROBERTS: Welsh Under-23 outside-left who
joined Tranmere Rovers in March 1963. Later with
Oswestry, Stafford Rangers and Pwllheli, he was a
manager at the Sharp Manufacturing factory in Llay.

1992/93 PROMOTION WINNERS

MARK MORRIS: Goalkeeper who played 101 League
games before joining Runcorn in July 1994. He worked
in his father-in-law’s gardening business, then the
probation service, also a goalkeeping coach.

BARRY JONES: ight-back who netted five goals in
195 League games before joining York City in December
1997. He later had spells with Southport, Runcorn
Halton, Prescot Cables and Bangor City.

PHIL HARDY: Republic of Ireland Under-21 left-back
who helped to twice win the FAW Premier Cup and
scored once in 349 League outings before moving to
Port Vale in July 2001, then joined Southport.

GARETH OWEN: Welsh Under-21 midfielder who
netted 36 goals in 350 League games prior to joining
Doncaster Rovers in July 2001, then Connah’s Quay
Nomads, Airbus UK, Rhyl and Airbus UK again.

TONY HUMES: Former Ipswich Town central defender

‘who was captain and netted eight goals in 199 League

outings. He has since been a youth coach at Wrexham,
back at Ipswich and Colchester United.

MEL PEJIC: Central defender who scored four times in
106 League games before becoming a coach and later
Wrexham's physio. He has since been physio at Bolton
Wanderers and Macclesfield Town.

GARY BENNETT: Crowd favourite who scored 82 goals
in 136 League games in two spells before rejoining
Chester City in July 1997. Injury curtailed his career and
he has since been a publican in Skelmersdale.

MIKE LAKE: Former England Semi-Pro international
midfielder who netted six goals in 58 League outings
before injury ended his career in May 1995, since
working for Royal Mail in hometown Denton.

KARL CONNOLLY: Long-serving favourite who scored
88 times in 358 League games before moving to QPR
in May 2000, then Swansea City, NEWI Cefn Druids,
Prescot Cables and Warrington Town.

STEVE WATKIN: Leading marksman who netted 55
goals in 200 League outings before joining Swansea
City in September 1997. Later with Caernarfon Town, he
ended his career at NEWI Cefn Druids.

JONATHAN CROSS: Winger who scored 12 times in
119 League games while at the Racecourse Ground prior
to joining Chester City in August 1998. He later played
for Colwyn Bay, settling in Wallasey.

To find out more about Wrexham visit: www.wrexhamafc.co.uk
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EXCLUSIVELY INCLUSIVE

JUST ADD FUEL® — THE ONLY PACKAGE
TO INCLUDE 3 YEARS’ INSURANCE'

a hatter and...

YEARS

INSURANCE' ' JuST 1

WARRANTY A\?EDC -
SERVICING K A

CAR TAX® WILLIAM HARVEY McCREADIE

107 ACTIVE
rroM £149% per MONTH
WITH JUST ADD FUEL®

+ AIR-CONDITIONING
+65.7 MPG
« MP3 PLAYER CONNECTIVITY

ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE

208 ACCESS
rroM £169% pER MONTH
WITH JUST ADD FUEL®

+ CRUISE CONTROL & SPEED LIMITER
+UPTO 65.7 MPG
- 5* EURO NCAP SAFETY RATING

Stanley's

3008 ACCESS
FrROM £279% PER MONTH
WITH JUST ADD FUEL®

« AIR-CONDITIONING
« MULTI-FLEX INTERIOR AND SPLIT TAILGATE
+ AUTOMATIC HANDBRAKE WITH HILL ASSIST

P

centre-forward Harvey began
to attract the scouts with the

eventual winners being the Hatters,
who paid £5,500 for his services in

January 1960.

Harvey was given only one chance
at Luton, in a 3-2 defeat at Wolves,
as the Town slipped out of Division
One but by then off field problems
were beginning to bite with fines for
{ failure to report for training and going

& absent without leave.
The final straw came with his

arrest following an altercation at the

California Ballroom in Dunstable

and manager Sam Bartram quickly

offloaded him to Wrexham.
He fared little better at the

DRIVE AWAY HAPPY

Car insurance. It’s a biggie. So why is it missing from other packages? Only Just Add Fuel includes
comprehensive insurance with your monthly payments. So all you need to do is Just Add Fuel. And with
great fuel economy across the Peugeot range, those trips to the petrol station will be few and far between.

Northwich and Mossley before
returning to Scotland with Hibs.
Other players to have played

=

To arrange a test drive, simply contact us today. .  for both include Gareth Salisbiry,
MOTION & EMOTION PEUGEOT David Bayliss and current Town
winger Shaun Whalley, who
' played for the Dragons during
HARTWE LL P E U G E OT D U N STAB LE | 2008/09, scoring four goals ir
77-87 London Road, DUNSTABLE, LU6 3DT Tel: 01582 443523 . 16 league appearances.
www.dunstable-peugeot.co.uk .
The official fuel consumption in mpg (I/ 100km) and CO2 emissions (g/km) for the: 107 range: Urban 52.3 - 55.4 (5.4 - 5.1), Extra
Urban 70.7 - 74.3 (4.0 - 3.8), Combined 62.8 - 65.7 (4.5 - 4.3) and CO2 104 - 99. 208 range: Urban 34.9 - 78.4 5%10— 3;2)), E);E:E

Urban 62.8 - 88.2 (4.5 - 3.2), Combined 48.7 - 83.0 (5.8 - 3.4) and CO2 135 - 87. 3008 range: Urban 28.2 - 72.4 (10
Hpgbon 48.7.- 76.3(58 - 3.7), Combi[_)ed 387 & 74.4d(7.3 —«3.8), CO2 172 - 99
o h ded ide for , and may not reflect actuol on-t d d

under official E

The customer st apply for ueer 2. 3 RFL st Add Fuel JAF) package subject to status. ™Minimurm oge 21, 25 or 0 years on selected models, moximum age 75 Policyholder must have o minimu o two years NCD to use on the veficle, A druars s meet eligibility citeric
2years full UK it i K Insurance Limited, lated | i 2
, Redhill, RH1 1QA. JAF s incorporated into a Personal Lease contract. 107 Acti
 £5,826 I the optionol final rental,
I

ive 3dr initiol entol £1,805, optional final rental of £4,072. 208 Access 1.0VTi 68 3dr initiol ren:f\
L rental

quivalent to one of notown the car
l This offer labl

igeot Fir Services, O
£1,796, optional final rental of £4,510. 3008 Access 1.6VTi 120 inital rental £2,966,
wil

P y for of each model
in N.I. Offer available on cars ordered and registered by 30th September 2013. Calls may be recorded for training purposes.

B Visitors

youngest ever

: League player
at the age of
16 in 1959,

young Scottish

Racecourse and swiftly moved onto

| the visitors roared ba

To find out more about Wrexham visit; www.wrexhamafc.co.uk

After becoming
Accrington

HAVEN'T wg MET BEFORE?

Absolutely Today’:
: / y's meeting between
.47th in all Competitions, with Wrexh:, ol
in the head-to-heaq records.
The clubs have won

lubs will be the
am currently leading 20-17

the Hatters at the Racecourse,

The last time the two sides .
out holders Wrexham out of t
Dragons had th

'l‘net a youthful Town side knocked
e FA Tropfny in December but the

20 matches ago.

|| unbeaten. the Town have been

In the past three sea

: sons today’s vici .
e Seacor ay’s visitors have in fact not

:{ompetition. A 1-0 win in 2011/12 is
t:e—':-(t) llz~zst Season and 1-1 in 2010/11.
St laugh in two of tho .
Se seaso
ok, S .gs of _the two Play-off meetings ns
e St win against the Req Dragons ca .
04 at Kenilworth Road when five diffe‘:Ie t
en

goalscorers hel
ped the Hatters
were 4-0 to the o record a 5-1 win. The Town

| Davis, Steven O’Leary a
Brkovic added a fifth bef

| Vvisitors,

Wrexham have also
The Red Dragons bea
Hatters equalised twi

ts‘::lored five goals at Kenilworth Road.
o t: Town 5-2 jn September 1997. Tl;e
rough Steve Davis and Phil Gray but

ck in th
Today’s visitors will & Soolithale

| Visit to Bedfordshire,

to goals from Mark Stein
Wrexham fought back to
seven minutes,

, Julian Watts and

Liam George bu
- - t
win 4-3 with two goals in the final

Visitors



ey

[ . i
:

- e o (o e, e v TR GORBLGHE

Town fans have experienced the full range of emotions against Wrexham down
the years - from winning the League 1 title at The Racecourse in 2005 and
those epic Play-Off victories, to that infamous capitulation from 3-0 up to 4-3
down in 2000 and countless miserable nights in North Wales. Red Dragons’ fan
Carl Hogan looks forward to another memorable clash this evening.

TALK OF THE TOWN: Wrexham have been
desperately close to gaining promotion in
the last couple of seasons — losing in last
year’s Play-Off final and finishing second

in 2011/12, despite amassing a huge 98
points. With this in mind, is it a major surprise
to be so far off the pace this time round —

or is this a necessary transition season in
which you rebuild a squad capable of gaining
promotion?

CARL: It's a little surprising as the remit
for the club is always promotion back to the
Football League. Unfortunately, the squad
has been dogged mainly by injuries along
| with some dubious suspensions during this
campaign. | feel we are in somewhat of a
false position in the league table as the squad
is much stronger than its position suggests.

TOTT: The sides have met a lot in recent
years — is there a player in your ranks who
Hatters fans may be less familiar with that
could have a major impact on the game today?

CARL: Hatters fans today will probably see Wrexham’s
hottest prospect - Robbie Evans. He's an 18-year-old lad
who was born and bred in Wrexham. There's something
about a home-grown player that catches supporters’
imaginations, but Robbie backs that imagination
up with promise on the pitch. He's an 18-year-old
midfielder who captained last term’s youth team to the
league championship. A tidy footballer who shows real
commitment and flair. A good passer of the ball who
pulls the strings in the centre of the park. Robbie has
had the honour of captaining the first team on three
occasions this season too, being Wrexham'’s youngest
ever skipper.

TOTT: What is the best match involving your side you
have witnessed this season — and which opposing team
has impressed you most?

CARL: We have been impressive on a number of
occasions this season but our home victory over Forest
Green Rovers was special. It was rounded off with a
fantastic goal from our player-manager Andy Morrell who
had come on as a substitute. We moved the ball around
well and optimised our pacey players late on while
making a star filled Forest Green look rather ordinary.

TOTT: Wrexham currently lie adrift of the Play-Off
places — but have games in hand on Gateshead and
Nuneaton. Do you still believe the club can achieve a top
five finish?

CARL: Yes. Forever the optimist! My dad warned me as
a six-year-old before my first Wrexham game: “It’s going
to be tough following the Reds son, we do nothing the
easy way!” - and boy was he right! As for this season,
I think now, with the return of key players, we can now
put a run together. Some of the teams above us seem

B Visitors

to have peaked in form too early, something Hatters and
Dragons fans alike can relate to from seasons past.

TOTT: Wrexham were the last team to
beat the Hatters in league action —
are you surprised by how Luton’s
form has markedly improved
since our defeat in north
Wales in September?

CARL: No. When Luton
Town appointed John
Still, 1 thought “promotion
won't be far away”. He's a
great manager who builds
teams that are hard to
beat. Early form counts for
nothing as long as you keep
in and around there, with a ‘
decent points tally, and push on -
from there.

TOTT: Do you feel the Red Dragons
will end Luton’s unbeaten run tonight?
What's your prediction?

CARL: | hope so! We seem to play better against the
stronger teams this season. The Hatters are going to
be one of the strongest teams we will come up against,
especially being in such fantastic form. | predict a narrow
2-1 Wrexham win.

Steve McNulty takes on Wrexham striker
Andy Bishop during the Hatters visit to

the Racecourse Ground in September

. *

TOTT: The last few years has seen multiple matches
postponed during the season as snow, ice and, this
year, rain make pitches unplayable. Would
you like to see the football calendar
adjusted at all - for instance,
clubs playing on through May
and taking a winter break —
or is the onus on clubs to
take steps to protect their
pitches?

CARL: As far as the

season calendar goes

| am a traditionalist.

| think moving the
calendar may remove
some of the charm away
from experiencing watching
your team in all weathers
and conditions possible.
Although, having said that,
something needs to be done to
help clubs who can’t get multiple
games on. For instance, Wrexham
as tenants can’t be held responsible for protecting the
pitch - the onus passes on to the ground’s owners to
get games on. Maybe with extra funding passed down
from the Premier League it should be a mandatory
requirement to have all weather pitch covers at a certain
level of professional football.

To find out more about Wrexham visit: www.wrexhamafc.co.uk

Visitors B



Barnfield

Setting the standard

- BARBERING / CONSTRUCTION BUILDING / DOMESTIC HEATING /
- ELECTRICAL / ENGINEERING CONSTRUCTION /
EXERCISE & FITNESS / PLUMBING / VEHICLE & BODY PAINT /
+ MANY MORE

THINK BIG THINK BARNFIELD

i 01582 569 569

SUCCESS RATES
WWW.COLLEGE.BARNFIELD.AC.UK

*Subject to EV. Based on 2012 data
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TOWN

A stupendous six second half goals helped the
Hatters to a stunning 7-0 victory over Hereford
to go nine points clear at the top of the table.

Andre Gray led the way with yet another hat-trick
— his third treble of the season — and he was ably
assisted with goals from Paul Benson, Jake Howells,
Pelly Ruddock and Alex Lawless as the Town ran riot.

The Hatters were a goal up at half-time thanks to
Gray's first of the afternoon on 12 minutes but, after
Hereford rallied in a competitive first half, the Town
turned on the style in the second to record their 11th
consecutive home league win and also extend their
unbeaten run to an astonishing 22 games.

It all started with John Still fielding an unchanged
team that beat Macclesfield and after a bright opening
to the game it was Gray who broke the deadlock with
a predatory finish. Scott Griffiths and Luke Guttridge
combined to tee-up Cameron McGeehan to drive a
low shot goalwards from the edge of the box. His effort
was spilled by Daniel Lloyd-Weston in the Hereford
goal and Gray was first on the scene to tuck home the
loose ball.

Hereford, who arrived at Kenilworth Road with just
two away wins all season, responded well to going behind,
but despite having their fair share of possession, the Bulls
failed to seriously test Mark Tyler in the Town goal.

Gray came close with two further efforts in the first half,
one which he saw cleared off of the line, whilst Benson
was denied by a smart save by the legs of Lioyd-Weston
after Gray had swept a ball forward for his strike-partner
to chase.

However, despite Hereford’s best efforts to pull a goal
back before the break it remained 1-0 and the Bulls’
threat would diminish considerably in a second half
completely dominated by the Hatters.

The first of six second half goals arrived on 49 minutes
when McGeehan headed on Howells’ right-wing corner,
and Benson stole in to nod home from two yards out for
his 12th goal of the season and his first at the Kenilworth
Road end of the ground.

Two became three seven minutes later when Howells
struck from the spot. Guttridge and Ruddock combined
superbly before the latter was upended in the penalty area
by Kingsley James and Howells coolly dispatched past
Lloyd-Weston for his fifth goal of the season, and fourth
from 12 yards.

By now Hereford'’s resistance had completely broken as
the Town continued to surge forward in the hunt for more
goals.

HEREFORD

Scott Griffiths clears the danger against Hereford

s

And on the hour it was 4-0 when Ruddock scored his
first senior goal by smashing a shot in off of the crosshar
after a fine flowing, one-touch move involving Guttridge
and Benson.

Benson then tracked back in this own half to pinch
the Bulls of the ball and feed Guttridge on 68 minutes,
and his pass then sent Gray racing away and the in-form
striker made no mistake with a confident finish to make
it 5-0. It was four goals in a devastating 15 minutes for
the Town.

Treble

With Tyler a spectator as the Hatters pinged the ball
around for fun, poking holes in the visitors’ defence, five
became six on 82 minutes when Gray netted his treble.
Lawless wriggled down the left flank to cut the ball back
into the penalty area and Gray was there to side-foot
powerfully past Lloyd-Weston for his 22nd goal of the
season.

Gray came close to adding a fourth for himself moments
later when his shot hit the side netting, but the Town did
apply the coup de gras in the final minute. Lioyd-Weston
made a fine save to stop Matt Robinson’s vicious 30-yard
free-kick but both Lawless and fellow sub Jon Shaw were
quickest to the loose ball with the former getting the
verdict post-match as the Town crowned a fine week with
a sterling performance.

Report



*| Celebrations after Andre Gray's second goal made it 5-0
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Paul Benson nods home the Town's second goal

Pelly Ruddock slams home to make it 4-0

pens-s.

0, 0
Tyler; Henry, Griffiths, McNulty, Franks, Lloyd-Weston, Leadbitter, Graham, POSSESSION 34% FOULS E-
McGeehan (sub Robinson 69), Ruddock, Guttridge, McDonald, Bush (sub Collins 70), Edge, James (sub CORNERS vecowcearos 2 RN
Howells (sub Lawless 76), Gray, Benson (sub Shaw Purdie 59), Brown, Rankine, Sharp (sub Smith 62), SHOTS ON TARGET IE::“ RED CARDS
69): Charles, Justham. Walker. Williams, Evans. s

sHotsoFF TARGET [ IER 7,111 (156 HEREFORD)
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Live Music %

at The HatFactory 2/

Bad Manners

Plus support from Shabby Tinkerz

Lace up your boots, pull up your braces and get
ready to party with Buster and the boys.
You won't forget it!

Friday 28 March, 8pm
Tickets: £16

Box Office: 01582 878100 | www.thehatfactory.org

The Hat Factory | 65-67 Bute Street
Luton | LU1 2EY

Luton Culture is a registered charity | Charity No. 112296

Luton™
Culture
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Paul Benson celebrates with the Hatters °
hordes after making it 4-0 at Nuneaton
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The Hatters surged even further clear at the top
of the Skrill Premier with a five-star performance
at Nuneaton to make it 23 games unbeaten.

Two goals from Paul Benson — one in each half — as
well as further strikes from Andre Gray, Luke Guttridge
and Jake Howells — sealed an emphatic victory as the
Town ran riot for the second week in succession after the
7-0 win over Hereford to go 11 points ahead of second-
placed Cambridge.

The Town started unchanged at a blustery Liberty
Way and it wasn’t until the 11th minute that either side
forced a chance when Wes York's shot from the edge of
the box was saved by Mark Tyler, diving down to his right.

Almost immediately the Hatters then raced down the
other end to win a corner from which Cameron McGeehan
saw his shot from eight yards bravely blocked by a number
of Nuneaton players. On 17 minutes, the Town came
even closer to breaking the deadlock when clever play
from Guttridge fashioned a chance for Howells and his
fierce drive from the edge of the box was turned over the
crosshar by home stopper James Belshaw.

Gray was finding life tough on the right flank up against
home defender Theo Streete and on 21 minutes the
striker did well to take a Ronnie Henry cross in his stride
into the box but the ball ran away from him and the
chance was gone.

The wind was wreaking havoc as both sides attempted
to play football but a minute after Benson, Gray and Pelly
Ruddock combined in some eye-catching football, the
Town took the lead. Gray's throughball wasn't cut out by
the home defence allowing Benson to stride clear. The
striker scuffed his first shot which eluded Belshaw and
Benson was able to run around to tuck home into the
unguarded net for his 13th goal of the season.

& www.lutontown.co.uk Elfacebook.com/lutontown ¥ @LTFC_Official #COYH

Three minutes before half-time Benson came within
a whisker of doubling his and the Town’s lead when he
volleyed wide inside the penalty area having taken a
superb pass from Guttridge.

Leading at the break the Town defended well four
minutes after the restart when home skipper Gaz Dean’s
header was hacked away on the post.

After that near miss the Hatters came close to making
it 2-0 when Gray sprinted clear down the right flank at
pace.

His cross was inches away from finding Ruddock before
Howells’ shot was then half-cleared to Scott Griffiths
whose volley was comfortable for Belshaw.

However, the Town did double their lead on 63
minutes. Guttridge found a pocket of space in the box
to ghost past two men and his cross was bravely flicked
on by the diving head of Benson and Gray was on hand
to bundle home his 23rd goal of the season from a yard
out. It was his 50th goal in Town colours.

It got even better for the Town on 71 minutes when
Guttridge made it 3-O with yet another superb team goal.
McGeehan, Ruddock, Benson and Gray were all involved
in a fine passing move in and around the penalty area
before Guttridge was teed-up to power home his 10th
goal of the season.

The Hatters were playing some delightful football and it
soon became 4-0 on 81 minutes when Benson grabbed
his second of the afternoon, diving to head across goal
to meet Howells’ pin-point left-wing cross.

Four minutes later it was 5-0 as the Town turned on
the style. Substitute Jon Shaw eked out a cross from the
right to swing in a perfect ball for the on-running Howells
and he buried a header past Belshaw from inside the six
yard box.

Report



Luke Guttridge celebrates putting the Town 3-0 up

5,2
g . o

Benson heads home his second to make it 4-0

Belshaw, Cowan, Dean, Delfouneso ' Tyler; Henry, Griffiths, McNulty, Franks; . il ot _

(sub Hibbert 74), Sleath, Streete, Walker (sub Trainer McGeehan, Ruddock, Guttridge (sub Robinson 87), i CORNERS YELLOW CARDS

81), Armson, York, Brown, Taylor (sub Moult 56). Howells, Gray (sub Lawless 84), Benson (sub Shaw SHOTS ON TARGET RED CARDS

Gordon, Adams. 83). Charles, Justham.
SHOTS OFF TARGET 3,480 (1,991 LUTON)
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. Whose touch? Alex Lawless and Jon Shaw both put their best foot
forward in scoring the Town'’s final goal in the 7-0 win, over Hereford




University of
Bedfordshire

It’s not too late
to start your degree

JOIN BEDFORDSHIRE

In January 2014

Call: 0800 013 0925
www.beds.ac.uk/january2014

reaction

TRIO'S DELIGHT AT 7-O WIN

Andre Gray scored his third hat-trick
of the season in the demolition over
Hereford United in the Town’s last game
at Kenilworth Road.

The in-form striker has now netted back-to-
back hat-tricks on home soil and moved into
pole position in the leading goalscorer charts
for this season, with 22 goals to his name.

Gray reflected on his treble following the
win against Hereford United and admits
that he could have scored even more goals,
particularly in the first half when the striker
had numerous chances to add to his tally.

“| could have had a hat-trick in the first
half and maybe more in the second half. The
positive thing is that the chances were there
for me and I'm glad | got my hat-trick,” Gray
said following the 7-0 victory.

Gray admitted that confidence has played
a huge factor in the striker’s brilliant form
this season and feels that there is a huge
difference in the squad’s mentality this
season compared to last.

“At certain times last season it was difficult
for us being so far down in the table,” Gray
told Hatters Player.

“The team’s confidence was dented as well
as mine, which put more pressure on me to
score. This season, if | don’t score | feel like |
will get more chances.”

The Town'’s latest signing Pelly Ruddock
scored his first senior goal for the Hatters
in the victory over the Bulls, a goal that will
live long in the memory of many Luton Town
fans.

“It was my home debut and | am happy | scored such
a great goal. It was good to get the win and move us
further ahead at the top of the table. | said hours before
the game | would score and | did,” said Ruddock.

“It's good to play in a team that can create so many
opportunities. | enjoy passing the ball around, so having
a team around me that can do that means | can trust my
teammates to put the ball where | want.”

Another player who was on the score-sheet against
the Bulls was striker Paul Benson, as he nodded home
his 11th goal of the season with his first in front of the
Kenilworth Road end.

& www.lutontown.co.uk 3 facebook.com/Iutontown 3 @LTFC_Official #COYH

Pelly Ruddock scored his first

senior goal against Hereford

Memories

Benson reflected on the win and admitted that his time
at the Town is amongst some of the best memories, in a
career which boasts several league promotions.

“I'm very lucky to have achieved so many promotions
in my career,” said the experienced forward, who won
promotion with Dagenham & Redbridge under John Still.”

“l am proud to have achieved the promotions | have,
but your most favourite one is the most recent. If we can
go on and get promoted | will hold this as my favourite
promotion.

“When | first came to Luton, the crowd were desperate
to get back in the Football League and it would be nice
to be one of the players who help achieve that.”

Reaction
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BOSS' DELIGHTED AT FIVE-STAR SHOW

SULEY I

The manager John Still was thrilled with his
side's 5-0 victory at Nuneaton on Saturday which
lifted the Hatters 11 points clear at the top of the
Skrill Premier.

The Town scrapped against a dogged Boro side in the
face of a strong wind but led at the break through Paul
Benson’s goal before the Hatters scored four in the
second half to make it 12 goals without conceding after
the previous week’s 7-0 annihilation of Hereford.

The boss said: “It's a nice position to be in, and
probably teams will look at us and go 11 points, look at
their goal difference as well. That's all very nice, but the
time to celebrate is when the job’s over and that’s what
we've got to do, we've got to get the job done.

“We’re doing well, but we're here to do a job and the
job is not done yet. We've got to keep working hard and
try to complete the job, simple as that.”

On a difficult pitch and in tricky, gusty conditions the
Town really turned on the style in the second period.

“The pitch was so bobbly, quite a few players were
kicking the ball out and you have to deal with that,”
continued Still. “The wind was up, the pitch was very
bobbly and to consistently try and pass move, pass move
wasn't easy. But we dug in first half, worked hard, got in
front and | say to the players, champions and winners
win in all sorts of conditions, all sorts of refereeing
decisions, all sorts of fourth official decisions, you have
to find a way. We've played in difficult conditions over
the last five weeks, ankle deep mud, water, wind and we
come up with what's required.
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“It’s really important that we do and important that's
out of our heads now and we look to Tuesday

“We hit patches in games where we get a tempo up
and the quality, the movement and the passing was first
class.

“We move the ball quickly and the quality of finishing
was excellent. Jake Howells’” header was a terrific goal,
Luke Guttridge’s goal was a terrific goal, Paul Benson's
second goal was a proper centre forward’s header.

“Nuneaton a tough team, they've got some good
players. | know why they’re in a good position that
they’re in and we had to make sure we defended all over
the pitch.

“| thought the back four was outstanding, Scott
Griffiths was tremendous and first half Cameron
(McGeehan) was absolutely terrific.

“He won every single challenge and that gave us a
cornerstone to push on a little bit second half as the
goals were well worked and well finished.”

The Hatters take on Wrexham tonight — the last
team to beat Still's side in the Skrill Premier back in
September.

“It will be a tough game, | think they're a decent side,
they beat us there and | hold my hands up as afterwards
| said | didn’t pick what | realised would have turned out
to be the right team,” admitted Still.

“We all make mistakes and | made one, that’s gone,
it's got no relevance to what’s coming up.

“We've got to go and play for this club on Tuesday,
work as hard as we can and try and get the best result.”

& www.lutontown.co.uk £ facebook.com/Iutontown ¥ @LTFC_Official #COYH E



FAMILY
WAY

FAMILY TICKET *

30

157

LUTON - LONDON

DAY RETURN

A variety of great-value travel tickets available
but you can save even more money with

'HALF PRICE
PLACE 757

LUTON - LONDON

Go online and print out your 2for1 voucher
and save even more money when you visit
some of the top London attractions Just
show your Green Line coach ticketand
present your voucher for 2for1 entry.

¥ ~ @GreenLineUK

/GreenlLineUK

a day return family ticket for up to
2 adults and 2 children travelling
together, for just £30.

TOP LONDON

(®

ATTRACTIONS

print out your voucher at
greenline.co.uk/2for1

green'ne

Terry

arris

DON'T MENTION IT...!

The P word. You know, the one that ends in
“tion". Yep, that one.

The Town might be 11 points clear at the top of the
Skrill Premier after a run of 23 games without defeat
but that particular p-word has not been mentioned once
around the Hatters camp.

Cliché, it maybe, but for the Hatters it’s a case of
taking it one game at a time, as assistant manager Terry
Harris explained last week.

“No-one has mentioned it. | know | keep saying it,
but it really is a case of one game at a time,” said John
Still’s right-hand man.

“It's the old adage, and we’ve mentioned it so many
times, but no-one’s mentioned anything at all.”

The Town have now hit 12 goals without conceding in
their last two matches after 7-0 and 5-0 victories within
seven days.

Almost 2,000 Hatters fans roared the side onto victory
on Saturday and Harris is all too aware of the help that
support has had on the team.

“The atmosphere — you really can sometimes hear it,
and it's obviously a lot better.

“We've always worked on the premise that John has
mentioned before, that we're never too high and never
too low. We try to keep an even keel, don’t run away with
yourself.

“Come into work, do the work that you're meant to
do and as professionally as you can and as good as you
can, and then hopefully everything will follow.

Y
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“Since day one we've had a really good atmosphere,
we’ve always built the team ethic really and it's no
different now. Obviously winning helps.”

With crowds flocking back to Kenilworth Road Harris is
also aware of the weight of expectation that the success
has brought to the loyal Town following.

“The supporters’ expectations have been raised and
quite rightly so,” said Harris. “When you go on a 23-
game unbeaten run and we’re in the position that we ar
and you look at the league table.

“John, Hakan and myself have been in the game long
enough now to know that it's not always rosy in the
garden and you have to point these things out to players

“The three of us have got our feet firmly on the grounc
we know what we're doing and just one game at a time.

On the Town’s support at Nuneaton, Harris added: “Th
position that we are in at the moment | don’t know man
Conference clubs that could or would take 2,000 away
from home. It's absolutely unbelievable. It's gradually
built up as the season’s progressed.

But that fervent support hasn’t just been restricted to
matches on the road says Harris.

“It was absolutely fantastic to see and really the
reception the players got at the end of the Hereford
game | don’t think many people left the ground prior to
the end of the game really.

“I thought the reception the players received was
great, and the stadium seemed packed as it did at thre
o'clock — it's absolutely fantastic.”

Reaction [
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CLUB HISTORIAN ROGER WASH LOOKS THROUGH PAST PROGRAMMES

LUTON TOWN 3-0 LIVERPOOL
FA CUP 28TH JANUARY 1987

When the Hatters announced the banning of away
supporters, effective from the beginning of the
1986/87 season, little did they know the furore
they would cause in the football world and the
number of column inches they would produce in the
sports pages.

Initially the scheme was strictly enforced with the first
big test coming when the Town were drawn at home to
lowly Cardiff in the Littlewoods Cup. Cardiff immediately
demanded 5,000 tickets insisting that number of
supporters would travel to a mid-week second round tie.

The Town refused and after a Mexican stand-off were
unceremoniously dumped out of the competition

The club were worried that the Football Association
would go the same way as the Football League in
insisting that they allocate a quarter of the available
tickets to away supporters in the event of a home draw
in their competition. The FA were rather more flexible,
however, and the Town responded by allowing a couple of
hundred Liverpool supporters into the main stand when
the two clubs came out of the hat together in the third
round. It also helped from a crowd problem point of view
that the game was televised live.

Liverpool were hoping they had seen the last of the
Town that season having suffered a 4-1 hammering
earlier in the campaign at Kenilworth Road and came to
Luton to shut up shop hoping for a replay.

On a cold, snowy day, the game proved a good advert
for the Town’s artificial surface as on grass the contest
would not have started. With the Reds paying the Hatters

the ultimate compliment of playing ten men behind the
ball they managed to keep the game scoreless with
manager Kenny Dalglish barely hiding his delight at the
result.

On the day of the replay the Town decided to fly, having
heard of bad weather threatening the roads in the north,
but on reaching Heathrow found that there were no
flights out because of the conditions. They were stranded
without a chance of getting to Anfield in time and the
game had to be postponed despite the pitch being
perfectly playable.

Liverpool, and in particular Dalglish, were scathing in
their criticism of the Town who, of course, should have
made arrangements to travel up the day before. The
moaning went way over the top and had even moved on
to the number of pies that had gone to waste before the
listening press got bored.

When the game was eventually replayed the Town
were really up against it with a highly critical, vociferous
home support to contend with plus the might of the best
team in the land. That they held out for 120 minutes to
force a second replay speaks volumes for the resolve of
the players and made John Moore, who was thinking of
resigning after the debacle of the postponement, a proud
man. On balance, Liverpool should have won at Anfield
but resolute defending and no small amount of good
fortune kept the ball out of the Luton net.

The Town won the toss of the coin for choice of venue
for the second replay and it was back to Kenilworth Road
two days later. Dalglish would live to rue the day he
slated the Luton surface after the first tie never thinking
he would be returning to Luton so quickly!

On a famous night under the floodlights the Town
hammered Liverpool with
Brian Stein proving that you
could bend free-kicks on an
artificial surface when giving
the Town the lead on 34
minutes, Mick Harford netting
from the spot after Stein
was tripped by Jan Molby
after 78 minutes and Mike
Newell hammering a piledriver
following Steve Foster's
opening three minutes later.

THE PROGRAMME

Considering the club had only 48 hours to produce a programme the
normal 40-page issue was issued.

Manager John Moore, in his column, spoke about the recent defensive
performances which had seen no goals conceded in the five matches
played in January - it was to become six shortly afterwards.

It was emphasised that the club and Liverpool still enjoyed cordial
relationships off the field and that the Town'’s directors were presented
with a pre-match meal at Anfield which did not consist of cold meat pies!

ELSEWHERE IN FOOTBALL

The EEC had put pressure on countries whose
football clubs were restricting the number of
foreign players allowed.

The Football League had decreed that no new
synthetic surfaces were to be laid by member
clubs for the next three years.

Sunderland manager Lawrie McMenemy had
agreed to take a pay cut. His reputed £3,000
per week was the highest in the country.

Chelsea's Kerry Dixon puts in a transfer request.

History_




LUTON

“It's easier to keep up
now that I've quit’

Your local Stop Smoking
Service is here to help you.

Text ‘quit’
to 60003 /
Call 0800 013 0845
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SMOKEFREE

The Hatters

el Business Breakfast Club

Business Break

- Monthly breakfast meeting held at Luton Town Football Club
- The opportunity to generate new business
- Encourage other members to learn about your business

- Network with local and likeminded businesses and their guests
- Business referrals

- Support local businesses
- Only one member per business sector
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For further information contact David Hoskins on 01582 411622 or email david.hoskins@lutentown.co.uk

' Steve Howard

25th FEBRUARY

The 25th February is a real date for forget as far as
Town fans are concerned down the years with a record
readingjust six wins from 18 matches. The Hatters have
drawn just three and lost nine. 27 goals have been
scored and 29 have

. been conceded.

If you're looking for
some positive spin
how about this: the
Town have lost just
one of their last five
matches played on
this day in history,
winning two and
drawing two. The last
defeat on this day
came in 2006 when
the Town went down
2-1 at Elland Road
against Leeds United
in the Championship. %

netted the Hatters’
consolation that day
which was his 100th
goal for the club.

The Town’s last
game on this date
came two years ago
when goals from John
Paul Kissock and a rare goal from Keith Keane gave the

- Hatters an FA Trophy quarter-final victory over Gateshead

in front of 2,499 at Kenilworth Road.

The Hatters beat Swansea Town 6-3 at Kenilworth
Road in a Division 2 fixture in 1939 with Hughie
Billington netting four of the Town'’s goals. That, however,
would be the Hatters' last win on 25th February for 64
years. The Hatters went 10 games without a win on this
date until a solitary goal from Tony Thorpe earned the
Town a 1-0 win over Plymouth Argyle at Kenilworth Road
in 2003.

in

Steve Howard scored his 100th goal
for the Hatters on this day in 2006

on this day

The Town have played five times in the top division

on 25th February, picking up just one point from a
single draw, incidentally in the last match competed

by a Hatters side in the top division. In 1992 a Mark
Pembridge penalty helped the Town earn
a 1-1 draw against Crystal Palace at
Selhurst Park.

The Hatters were beaten 2-1 at
home to Huddersfield in 1956; 3-1
away to Everton at Goodison in 1975
— John Aston scoring the goal; 2-1 at
Southampton (Mal Donaghy netting);
and 2-0 at Highbury against Arsenal in
1989.

Four of the Hatters’ six wins on this day
came in four successive fixtures between
- 1911 and the aforementioned 1939 win
over Swansea.
Norwich City were the Town’s victims
in 1911, the Hatters running out 3-1
winners in the Southern League before
Brentford were seen off 11 years later,
the Town triumphing 3-0 in Division
3 (South). Six years later Exeter were
beaten 2-1 at Kenilworth Road, also
in Division 3 (South), before that 6-3
thumping of Swansea. The run of
four straight wins was ended by a 3-2 defeat away to
Leicester City in a Division 2 clash in 1950.

i

The Hatters have played in five different divisions on
this day. Topight‘s match will be the first time the Town
play in the Conference but two matches in the Southern
League, against Portsmouth and Norwich, were, at the
time, the fifth level of football. The Town played just once
in the fourth level — Division Four as it was named at the
time - in 1967. That day they were held to a goalless
draw at home to Southport at Kenilworth Road.

On This Day m



AN INTERVIEW WITH JONATHAN SMITH

After being on the end of a horror tackle on
Boxing Day that saw him break his leg in two
places, Town midfielder JONATHAN SMITH is now
walking unaided and smiling as he watches his
team-mates continue the fine form which he was a
part of in the first place.

In an exclusive interview with Hatters Player, Smith
reflects on the day and the subsequent messages
of goodwill that he received in the aftermath from
thousands of Hatters fans.

TALK OF THE TOWN: It's great to see you back at
Kenilworth Road Jonathan, what have the last few
months been like?

JONATHAN SMITH: It's not been the easiest, but
progress has been good and I'm trying to stay positive.
Things are going really well and the injury wasn't as bad
as | initially thought it was.

TOTT: When the injury happened on Boxing Day, what
was the first thing that went through your mind?

JS: You fear the worst at first, but everything has gone
really well since the injury, it honestly hasn't been as bad
as | thought it would be.

TOTT: There was a lot of concern about the injury at
the point in time; the quick thinking of the medical staff
must have helped in the overall context of recovery?

JS: A lot of people helped me on the day; | think the
Barnet physio did a good job as did our own Simon
Parsell. Everything went to plan.

TOTT: You went to Harrow hospital and stayed there for
a number of days, how was that?

Smith is carried off the field
against Barnet on Boxing Day

| b

JS: | stayed there for a couple of nights and the staff
were pleased with how the operation went. They got me
on crutches straight away and | was good to go.

TOTT: The progress has been quite remarkable given
the extent of the injury, what was it like being told what
had happened to you on the day?

JS: 1 don’t let many things get me down; | tried to look
at the positives. There were always people around me
and | had a lot of support from the fans. | got a lot of
cards and messages, the support was unbelievable. |
received great support from John Still, Terry Harris, Gary
Sweet and everyone involved with the club. Everyone
was rallying around me, and | didn’t let anything get me
down.

TOTT: Were you blown away with the amount of
support you received?

JS: The support was unbelievable. | know the club has
great supporters, but to stick by someone like that is
amazing, | will never forget that whatever happens in life,
looking back at that well help me get through anything.

I am so keen to get back to help the club and pay back
the faith they have shown in me.

TOTT: The fans and the players are trying to repay the
faith shown in you by trying to win the league for you,
what'’s it like watching this?

JS: The lads are doing really well at the minute; as long
as they keep working hard as they have been doing they
will get to where they want to be, the attitude of the club
is fantastic. | keep reminding them and telling them to
keep going. It's great to watch the results coming in. |
am as much behind the team as everyone else is.

SURRIDGS

Smith was back at Kenilworth Road
to witness the 7-0 win over Hereford

TOTT: The show of support in the games straight after |
with the likes of Andre Gray wearing a shirt saying “Doing
it for Smudger” must give you so much confidence?

JS: It's been fantastic; all the lads have helped me
out. Luke Guttridge has helped me a lot; he has let me
stay at his house a few times. It's not easy when you're
on crutches, but he has taken me in and looked after
me. Every single member of the squad has been really
supportive towards me and I'll never forget that.

TOTT: You are off crutches now and that must be a big
step for you, the next step must be to start jogging?

JS: | have got my aims of where | want to be. The next
step for me is to come back and start pre-season as a
League Two player. The way it's going at the minute it
looks achievable.

TOTT: Have you always been mentally tough, but have
you ever had an injury as bad as this one?

JS: I've played a lot of games and I've never had a
serious injury before. I've had things such as a dead leg
and other small niggles, but not enough to make me
miss a game. The only time | have ever missed a game is
through suspension or being ill so this is new to me.

TOTT: Were you aware straight away of what had
happened to you at the time?

JS: The first thing | did was look at the referee to
call for a foul. | didn’t even know where the player who
tackled me had come from and | looked down and saw
my leg. A lot of the team came over and didn’t notice at
first, but | knew there was something wrong.

TOTT: The player that caused the injury is one of the
nicest players you could meet, did he come out and
apologise to you after the game?

JS: Yes he came and apologised to me. It's part of the
risk when you play football, I've gone in for many tackles
before, it’s just part of what happens.

TOTT: Were you frustrated at the timing of the injury
because it looked as though you were starting to find
your best form?

JS: | thought | was playing well at the time, but I'll
come back stronger.

I’'m keeping myself fit and I'll be ready to come back,
it's just a case of letting my bone heal now. | know | will
have a job on my hands when | return as there are a lot
of good players here such as Matt Robinson, Cameron
McGeehan and Pelly Ruddock.

| don’t expect to come back and get straight back in
the team, | have a job on my hands when | come back to
show that I'm good enough for this club.

TOTT: Will you be there every week to watch your
team-mates play?

JS: I'm desperate to come and watch the lads, I'm
gutted I'm not out there myself but I'll be right behind
the team when they play.

TOTT: You were there for the win against Macclesfield,
is it the kind of game that you would have loved to get
stuck into?

JS: Yeah | would have been desperate to play; being
around the lads before and after the game means a lot
to me.

The gaffer still tries to get me involved as much as
possible and it makes me feel like I'm still a part of
everything even though I’'m not actually on the pitch.

TOTT: Is there anything you would like to say to thank
the fans for their support?

JS: The support I've had from the fans has been
unbelievable. The messages and cards have made me
feel a real part of everything that's happening.

I'll never forget the support I've received and it will spur
me on when | return from injury.

€ www.lutontown.co.uk E3 facebook.com/lutontown ¥ @LTFC_Official #COYH



stars of the future

TOTT GETS TO KNOW MEMBERS OF THE HATTERS' UNDER-18 SQUAD

Ekene Amadi

25/5/1997

Striker

Cristiano Ronaldo

Match of the Day

1,500 metres

Science

Deep-thinking, hard-working, intelligent

youth t

KIT SPONSORS 2013/14

BENJI CRILLEY

GON T
N

o w | AWAY:

Y Available
0%11\\“@

Available
AWAY:
Available

WEEROY MAGURAUSHE

Available
AWAY:
Available

HOME:

Peter Mitchell
AWAY:

2MB

HOME:
Available
AWAY:
Available

am

BEN BARNES

HOME:

First Capital
Connect
AWAY:
Available

HOME:
Available
AWAY:
Available

HOME:
Available
AWAY:

5 JEMALE McKENZIE- LOWE
HOME:
| Available
AWAY:

Available

HOME:
Available
AWAY:
Available

HOME:
Available
AWAY:

Available S| Available

* Bedford FC

Zane Banton === 0SAMU ALLMAN
HOME:
Machins
Solicitors
AWAY:
Available

Work hard for what you want HOME:
Doug Knight

AWAY:

HOME:
University of
Bedfordshire
AWAY:
Available

HOME:
Available
AWAY:
Available

| trialled for Luton Town in 2009 but failed to get in
but | worked hard and tried again in 2010. | scored
eight goals in three games when | signed. | was
injured for the whole of the 2011/12 season but
played my first game back from injury in 2013.

Getting a scholarship at Luton Town

HOME:
Allianz
AWAY:
NPA

Manchester United Availabl
vallabie

AWAY:
Available

DATE TIME H/A OPPOSITION SCORE POS  STARTING XI SUBS

AUG  Sat10 11.00am A Dagenham & Redbridge W42 3 Bamnes Trotman Chabata Crifley Hawkes Amy Rees Smith 2 Gaffiford Banton McKenzie-Lowe 2 King Perry Tayall Miman Amadi PUMA YOUTH ALLIANCE UNDER-18
g Sat24 11.00am A Leyton Orient W3t 6 Bames Trotman Chabata Tampiin Galifod 4 Amuy Rees 1 Smith 1 Alman e Banton 1 Mekendie-Lowe © King Perry & Tajeli @ Nevala e Amadi SOUTH-EAST LEAGUE 2013/14
2 Sat31 11.30am H  Portsmouth W42 3 Bames Trotman 1 Chabata Tampine  Galliford Amu Rees Smith 1 Nwgala Banton 1 McKenzie-Lowe 14 King Hawkes ® Tayali & Allman Maguraushe &
z SEP - Sat14 11.00am A MKDons W10 2 Bames Crilley Chabata Tamplin Hawkes Amy Rees Smith 1 Niwgala Teyali @ McKenzie-Lowe King Amadi Banton @ Alman Permry
3 Sit2l 1100m Ko Metod 101 3 Bames Criley © Chabata Tamplin Hawkes Amy Rees Smith Newala Tapali » MeKenzie-Lowe King Amadi Alderson Aiman Perry P W GD PTS
2 ??2285 ;fggm K Rothwell Qunmmans (FAYC1) W60 - K!ng Crilley 1 Pery Hawkes Tamplin Amadi Rees Smith3 4 Ngwala1 Tayali @ Allman . Bames Amu.I a Banton M:Kgnzieiawe ® (habata ¢ 1 Colchester United 12 9 18 28
f i D0am A Leyton Orient (LC) 113 - King Crilley Chabata Tamplin Perry Amu Rees Smith @ Miman & Ngwala McKenzie-Lowe 1 Bames Amadi Alderson @ Tayali Hanikes
00 Sath  11.00am K MKDons(LC) 022 - fing Cilley Chabata Tamplin Hawkes Amu Rees Smith Ngwala 1 Banton 1 MeKenzie-Lowe Bames Amadi Galifrd e~ Tayali Alman 2 Portsmouth 11 8 12 25
< Wed9 7.30pm  H  CorbyTown (FAYC2) W51 - Bames Hawkes Chabata Tamplin Perry Amy e Rees 1 Smith & Ngwala Banton 2 McKenzie-Lowe 1  King Amadi & Gallford ® Tayali & Aliman 3" Luton Town 10 8 12 25
- Sat12 11.00am A Bamet W41 2 Bames Crilley Chabata Tamplin 1 Hawkes Amy Rees Galliford 1~ Ngwala 2 Banton @ McKenzie-Lowe King Allman Tayali @ Perry Amadi
2 Sat19  11.00am A Dagenham (LC) W21 - King Hawkes Chabata Tamplin Pemry Amu 1 Rees 1 Smith ¢ Newala ® Banton Toyali & Bames Crilley Amadi 4 Gallford ® Alman & 4 Peterborough United 13 7 14 24
5 Tue22nd 7.30m  H  LeightonTown (FAC3Q) W30 - Bames Hakes Chabata Tampiin Perry fmu Rees Smith Gallford @ Banton 2 McKenzie-Lowe 14 King Amadi Newla © Alan » Togl 4 Watford 12 7 10 2
- Sat26  11.00am H  Northampton (LC) L01 - King Hawkes Chabata Tamplin Pery Amy Rees® Alman Ngwala Tayali Amadi Bames Amu Smith K.Smith @ McKenzie-Lowe 5 Watfor 3
S NOV  Sat2  11.00am A Normamptbun W21 2 King Trotman Chabata Tamplin Hawkes Amu 1 Rees Smith Galliford Banton McKenzie-Lowe 1 Bames Perry Allman Tayali Ngwala 6 Gillingham 10 6 10 21
& Wed6 7.30pm A Boston United (FAYC1) W0 - Bames Totman+  Chabata Tamplin Hawkes Amu 1 Rees Smith Galliford 1 Banton 1 McKenzie-Lowe 1a  King Perry Ngwala Amadi & Tayal :
-] Mon18 7.00pm A Gateshead (FAYCD) W21 - Barmes Trotman Chabata Tamplin Hawkes Amis Rees Smith 1 Gallford ® Santon McKenzie-Lowe 1 King Perry Tayeli Alman Nugela @ 7 Southend United 12 5 1 17
S Sat23 11.00am H I’etemnrqugh W10 2 Bames Trotman Chabata Tamplin Perry & Amu Rees Smith 1 Ngwala Banton McKenzie-Lowe King Hawkes Galliford @ Tayal Alman 8 Barnet 14 5 -6 16
g DEC Sun8  230pm A HuddersfieldTown (FAYC3) 113 - Bames Trotman Chabata Tamplin Pery e Amu Rees Smith Newala Banton 1 McKenzie-Lowe King Hawkes McMonagle Tayali @ Himan
* 13”;9 ﬁﬂﬂﬂm x mK ?ugs W2t 2 King Trotman Chabata Tamplin Perry Amu Rees Smith Ngwala Banton 1 McMonagle 1 Hawkes K. Smith Alman Amadi Whybrow 9 Northampton Town 12 4 7 14
= o noon atfor 022 3 Whybrow Cilley Perry Hakes Tamplin Ngwala 1 Oakley Trotman Allman Mclonagle & Tayali @ Amadi K.Smith & Craig » Jstin i 4
2 Toell 12noon K Bamet 114 King Trotman Chabata Tamplin Hawkes Ngwala Oakleya Perry Allman ® McMongale .~ McKenzie-Lowe 1 Whybrow Crilley Amadi @ Tayali Justin & 10 AFC Wimbledon 11 4 6 13
3 15:; gg g.ﬂﬂam : gl_ﬁyerl;ge 112 King Trotman Chabata Tampin Hawkes listne  Reese Perry Aiman Nwgala 1 Tayal Amadi Ockley ® Cilly 11 Stevenage 1 4 11 13
= noon illngham "
'.g WR Sl 100m A Petemomugh 12Leyton Orient a4 -4 A2

Sat8  11.00am H  Colchester i
3 .
‘E‘ S5 (o b s 13 Milton Keynes Dons 13 3 i 11
E Tiel8 12non  H - Northampton 14 Crawley Town 12 3 8 10
e PR Sats 11.00am A AFCWimbledon i
B Sat12 10.00am H  CrawleyTomn 15 Dagenham & Redbridge 14 12 -26 4
2 TBA A Stevenage
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academy update

THE LATEST FROM
THE UNDER-18s

The Hatters Under-18s had their first home game
since late November on Saturday and entertained
local rivals Stevenage at Venue360 in Luton and
unfortunately lost 2-1 with a late header from a
corner giving the visitor all three points.

As with the two recent away games, boss Paul Driver
again fielded a very young side with only lan Rees
and Tinashe Chabata of
the second year scholars
involved.

The Hatters started the
better and should have taken
a second minute lead when
Tuki Tayali dispossessed a
defender and was one on
one with the keeper who
saved with his legs to deny
the striker.

Drove

The next clear effort came
in the 16th minute when
Rees drove forward and shot
from 20 yards but saw his
effort tipped over the bar.
Rees then departed the
action in the 23rd minute
with a calf injury to be
replaced by Gabriel Oakley.

In the 32nd minute Tayali
had two further excellent
chances to open the scoring
firstly with a header that
went just wide and then a run and shot which also went
wide of the far post.

The Hatters did finally take the lead in the 42nd
minute when Luke Trotman broke into the box and sent
into a shot that the Stevenage keeper was unable to
hold and the ball went into the corner of the net.

Stevenage hit back early in the second half when they
broke quickly from a Hatters corner and their striker burst
through the middle to finish clinically past Craig King.

S www.ltyd.co.uk $ www.solyd.co.uk ¥ @LTFC_Academy #COYH

Daril Ngwala

OFFICIAL SPONSORS OF
sl THE LUTON TOWN ACADEMY

Bedfordshire

The rest of the half had few chances for either side
with the Hatters’ best efforts coming through Trttman
runs into the box which were scrambled away. In the
86th minute one of the clearances fell to Daril Ngwala
but his goalbound effort struck the legs of a defender
and deflected wide of the goal.

| The visitors got their winner three minutes into added
y time with a header from 10
yards from a corner to deny
the Hatters youngsters a
point that would be the least
their efforts had deserved.

“Apart from the result,
| was pretty pleased with
the performance,” Driver
said afterwards. “We have
switched up our formation
as we are now a much
younger group with most of
the older boys either on loan
(Smith, Barnes, McKenzie-
Lowe), with the first team
(Banton) or injured (Amu,
Maguaraushe).

“I thought Harry Tamplin
and Luke Trotman were
excellent and | am seeing
improvement all the time in
Lee Hawkes and, especially,
Osamu Allman. We held
the shape well, played the
conditions in the right way
and created more chances
| than we have for a number of games.

“Unfortunately, we didn’t take them and this puts you
under pressure when it shouldn’t and we paid the price
in the end. It's always disappointing to concede from set
plays as happened with the winner.”

HATTERS: King, Justin (sub Crilley 69), Perry,

Chabata, Hawkes, Tamplin, Rees (sub Oakley 23),
Trotman, Ngwala, Tayali, Allman. SUB NOT USED: Amadi.

Youth 55



TERM 1
Sept 16th -
Nov 22rd 2013
(CAVEES)
TRIAL MATCH
Sat 9th &
16th Nov 2013

Feb 24th -
May 9th 2014
(9 weeks)
TRIAL MATCH
Thurs 24th April
& 1st May 2014

TIPs - Talent Identification Programme

uton Town FC

Football Development for 6 to 16 year olds

Joined TIPs at U7
Academy player U10

\
Tyrelle Newton
Joined TIPs at U7
Academy player U10

Fahd Huss,
Joined TIPs at U10
Academy player U12

9 Weeks Plus Trial Match

Soccer Centres in Bedford, Biggleswade,
Dunstable, Flitwick, Harpenden, Hitchin,
Hemel Hempstead, Kempston,

Leighton Buzzard, Luton,

Milton Keynes/Bletchley, Shefford

and St Albans

oe Hankins
Joined TIPs at U11
Academy player U15

Luton Ladies

TOWN MOVE INTO LAST FOUR

The Luton Town Ladies moved into the County
Cup semi-final after a nail-biting finale in the first
ever meeting with AFC Dunstable at Creasey Park.

The hosts proved a hard nut to crack and probably
shaded the goal less first half. The Town were thankful to
goalkeeper Hollie Staples who made an excellent double
save to push the ball out for a corner. AFC then struck
the top of the crossbar from a trademark Danni Carty
free kick and it remained goalless at the break.

The teams continued to trade blows in the second
period but there was little goal mouth action until a ball
dropped in over the Town defence and Dionne Manning
touched the ball into the net.

A shock seemed on the cards when the ball again
ended up in the Town net only to be ruled out for offside.

At last Luton sprang into action and should have
equalised when Henny Horsler played the ball into the far
post but there was no Town player there to convert.

Several half chances went begging but the Town finally
equalised when Maisie Wyatt bundled the ball in at the
far post from a Lauren Goodier corner.

Luton really took hold of the game during the final 25
minutes but the finishing failed to match the approach
play.

With almost the final kick of the game a far post corner
was punched in to her own net by the home goalkeeper
but this time Wyatt was harshly penalised for a foul on
a defender.

P Yy i
The victorious team in the dugout after
the shootout win over AFC Dunstable

For more information on the Ladies visit § www.lutontownbelles.com

With no extra time the tie went straight to penalties
with both teams missing their first attempts. Amy Nash
opened the scoring with a shot into the roof of the net
which was matched by the hosts. Natalie Richardson
netted for Town which was again matched, to tie the
score at 2-2. The Hatters again missed the target with
number four, but Staples was able to hold onto the reply.
With the pressure on Wyatt she scored the best penalty
of the shootout calmly picking out the top left corner of
the net. With AFC needing to score to take it to sudden
death Staples flung herself to her left to save and give
Town a 3-2 victory on penalties.

The Hatters will now face Bedford Ladies in the last
four following their 6-2 victory over St Martins.

SOUTH EAST WOMENS
COMBINATION LEAGUE

C&K Basildon

QPR

Milton Keynes Dons
Norwich City

Enfield Town
Denham

Ebbsfleet United
Cambridge Women
Ipswich Town

al
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

Ladies
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A FAN'S TALE

MY NAME: Ryan Anderson
MY AGE: 20
MY LOCATION: Bedford

MY TIME SUPPORTING LUTON TOWN: | have been
following the Hatters since | was 10 and have followed
the club home and away for the last couple of years,
going up and down the country with my friends. It is a
family affair as my granddad and dad are also Luton
supporters have been for many years.

MY FIRST LUTON GAME: My first game was the first of
the 2003/04 season where we ran out 3-1 winners over
Rushden & Diamonds at Kenilworth Road. | remember

it being absolutely boiling — | don’t think I've been to a
game hotter than it was that day. Tony Thorpe scored
twice and Matthew Spring scored once.

MY FAVOURITE LUTON GAME: | was lucky enough to
see the team win the League 1 title in just my second
season following the Hatters.

There was a number of games from that season that
stand out, including the win at Wrexham to win the
title but I'll never forget the 1-0 win over Hull thanks to
Ahmet Brkovic's late goal.

However, the best game for me has to be the
Johnstone’s Paint Trophy win over Scunthorpe at
Wembley in 2009. It was a game that had everything
and in front of 40,000 Luton fans it was a great day and
great result which I'll cherish forever.

MY FAVOURITE LUTON GOAL: This season we have
scored some really good team goals, Luke Guttridge's
against Kidderminster, Pelly Ruddock’s against Hereford
and Andre Gray's at Alfreton. However, I'd pick Steve
McNulty’s against Southport this season as my favourite
ever because it was so unexpected by a player not used
to scoring goals! It was an amazing volley and it made us
all laugh because he didn't know how to celebrate!

MY FAVOURITE LUTON PLAYER: Kevin Nicholls. Nico was
a massive driving force behind our title-winning season

in 2004/05. He could pass, tackle and take an excellent
penalty. It was great that he came back to the club at the

You too can share your Hatters memories. Use the headlines as a guide and email
andrew.barringer@lutontown.co.uk, or submit your application by post.

start of the 2008/09 season but it was sad when he left.
His performance in the JPT final was incredible.

MY MOST TREASURED LUTON TOWN POSSESSION: |
have a signed shirt by the 2004/05 season winning team
that | got framed and is on my wall in my bedroom. It
took me ages to work out whose signature was whose!

MY ALL-TIME LUTON TOWN XI:

Goalkeeper: Mark Tyler — Dependable and
experienced, Mark can always be relied upon to make
those vital saves at important times.

Right-back: Kevin Foley — Another dependable player,
Kevin was always a consistent, and quality player for us.

Left-back: Sol Davis — | was too late to see Matt
Taylor but I'd have to go for Sol. A real Luton hero best
loved for his tackles and passion!

Centre-back: Curtis Davies — He first came into the
team in my first season and right from the start we knew
he was going to go far. Classy defender who we likened
to Rio Ferdinand.

Centre-back: Steve McNulty — Well, the scorer of
one of my favourite ever goals has to go in, right?

Left-midfield: Paul Underwood — Unsung hero of the
2005 title season. Not your out-and-out flashy winger
but could cross superbly and work so hard.

Right-midfield: Andy Drury — Easily one of the best
players we have had during our time in the Conference.

Centre-midfield: Kevin Nicholls. The captain.
Obvious choice.

Centre-midfield: Keith Keane. A real Luton stalwart.
Over 250 games for us across four divisions. Remember
the Oxford winner?!

Striker: Steve Howard. Scored 100 goals for us in
three divisions, including the Championship. An easy
choice.

Striker: Andre Gray. His form this season has
catapulted him into the team. Pace, finishing and much
more to come!

YOU ARE MY LUTON, MY ONLY LUTON...WHAT MAKES
YOU HAPPIEST ABOUT FOLLOWING THE HATTERS?
Everything. They are my team, my family’s team and our
team! COYH

My Only Luton EfJ
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BY KEVIN CROWE

| SMELLED THE SPRING ON THE SMOKY WIND

11am. A chilly Friday morning. The queue from
the Kenilworth Road ticket office stretches back
to the scruffy corner of Luton's Beech Path.

No one’s interested in work today. For these men,
women, boys and girls are the cagouled collateral of a
renaissance.

Five years they've waited. Some have been there
every week, through thin and thinner. Others have given
in to their tightened financial belt, or found alternative
Saturday afternoon activities harder to resist. But not
now.

That rosy-cheeked queue for Cambridge away
tickets on Friday said as much about our season as
Andre Gray’s thumping hat-tricks or Paul Benson's
swooping diving header at Nuneaton; the buzz from the
portacabin counters of the ticket office, an equally valid
onomatopoeia.

Because as | write this we sit 11 clear. ELEVEN.

Is it me or does it feel like that bit of a long distance
race when the gangly Kenyan makes a break with a few
laps to go and the crowd glances back at the bunched
pack to see who will go with him? At the moment, they
are all looking tired.

There has been plenty to get down-hearted about
during the long and rainy five-year winter that has
persisted in Bedfordshire. At times it's felt like the
place was ready to tear itself apart as managers
offered-out supporters and English Defence League
marches threatened to drag our good name through
the media mud. The terraces booed and bickered and
the players and staff stood embattled, separate from
the Luton we knew.

H

60 From Left Mldﬁeld

Last year it felt very close to the end at times. Not
in the sudden, winded, sucker-punch of a points
deduction, or a receivership. It was the relentless
sense that something that was ebbing away slowly. The
prevailing mood was that of the bedside of an elderly
relative or, if you've got a bit more perspective than me,
a stadium band reduced to the Bedford Corn Exchange.
We were still there, hanging on, but with distraction
and fading hope.

That feeling didn’t really lift until after the last time
we played Wrexham in the league, just five short
months ago. It already feels a world away.

Five months is all it's taken. Five months of winning
and drawing to revive us from our five-year slumber.
Now the talk is of juggernauts and League 2 bounces
and sunny days ahead.

At times like this | like to think of the few supporters,
younger than me, that might not have seen us have
a spell of relative success on the pitch, save for brief
forays into Cup romance. All they've known is rain
clouds and depleted crowds.

Well savour this feeling boys and girls. This is what
makes that empty main stand and all that stick off your
mates at school worthwhile. As the latest Sloop John
B song goes “We're on our way back” and whatever
happens for the rest of this season, those lyrics will ring
true into the next.

Finally, after five years, like seven thousand battle-
scarred Shane MacGowan'’s crooning Dirty Old Town
through a new set of brilliant white false teeth, we
smell the spring on the smoky wind. And wouldn’t it be
great to get back in the sunshine.

»I/e»ftmidfield.bloqspot.com

ESSENTIAL READING FOR FOLLOWERS OF THE NATIONAL GAME

So, the big clubs don't care about the FA Trophy,
eh? Try telling that to the grand from Grimsby who
filled the away end at Cambridge United for the
first leg of their semi-final 10 days ago.

It has become popular to bash Non-League football’'s
premier knockout competition, and our fans’ forum page
in The NLP has been awash with letters criticising former
Football League clubs’ attitudes.

0K, the early rounds might be played out to smaller
crowds than league fixtures, but with season tickets not
counting, this is the case in every cup competition the
world over.

Some clubs might
change their line-up,
but as Luton manager
John Still said earlier
this season, he has a
squad of players he
believes can all do a
job in the first-team, so
a Trophy tie is a shop
window for those boys
to earn a regular spot.

More of Luton in
a moment, because
for starters, | want to
reinforce Grimsby boss
Paul Hurst’s praise of the
thousand Mariners — 1,023
to be precise — who followed their team south last week.

If my end-of-season award for best away fans were to
be handed out now, it would be to the Cleethorpes crew.
On Tuesday 28th January, almost 500 of them sang their
hearts out in the same stand as their team became the
first to win a league game at Cambridge this season.
Many United fans described them as the best to visit the
Abbey in years.

Less than three weeks later, more than double that
amount bought tickets to see the first half of their bid to
reach a second successive Trophy final.

Horrendous tailbacks on the A14 due to a lorry blown
over in the gales meant some didn’t get into the ground
until after half-time, but they still continued on their road
to Wembley rather than turn around and go home.

Buy The Non-League Paper every Sunday from your local newsagent

Wrexham celebrate winning the FA Trophy at Wembley.
The final was watched by 35,266 at Wembley

BY STUART HAMMONDS

That they had to watch their team turn in arguably their
worst display of the campaign was a shame for them, but
they sang their songs almost continuously for 95 minutes
before Lenell John-Lewis’ injury-time header halved the
advantage Ryan Bird had given Cambridge, and finally
gave them something to cheer.

Of course, Grimsby’s main aim is to return to the
Football League. But there is no big-time attitude at
Blundell Park.

Their fans care about the ‘Tinpot Cup’, as I've heard
the Trophy described, and from what I've seen over the
last five seasons, so do Luton’s.

The best atmosphere
I've sampled at
Kenilworth Road was
when the Hatters
hosted the second leg
of their Trophy semi
against Mansfield in
2010/11.

The majority of the
6,133 who turned out
that day went home
+ disappointed. But with
their team reduced to
nine men in the second
half and extra-time,
the Luton locals were the
loudest I've heard them —
even after Mansfield’s dubious 117th-minute penalty
rebound winner.

There will always be criticism, especially of the two-
legged semi-final set-up and Saturday league games
being moved.

But since 2006, only two finals — Stevenage v
Kidderminster in 2007 and Darlington v Mansfield in
2011 - have not featured a club that has qualified for
the Play-Offs or won the Conference title that same year.

And since the final returned to Wembley in 2007, only
one — Barrow v Stevenage in 2010 - has not featured a
recently-relegated Football League club.

So don't let it be said the big clubs — and especially
their fans — don't care, because the evidence suggests
otherwise.

The NLP View [X




Travel by train to London and take advantage of our great value
tickets. Visit firstcapitalconnect.co.uk and find heaps of ideas for
free days out with all the top places to head to.

The Town stretched their lead at the top of the
Skrill Premier on Saturday after the fantastic 5-0
win at Nuneaton but it was a day where a number
of teams failed to close the gap on the top five.

Barnet were the side to benefit the most, their 1-0 win
at tonight’s visitors Wrexham hoisted the Bees into fourth
place. Jake Hyde’s late goal at the Racecourse puts the
Bees just a point behind point Alfreton and four behind
Cambridge.

Alfreton could have leapfrogged Cambridge into second
place but failed to see off 10-man Gateshead at the
Impact Arena and had to settle for a 1-1 draw, the first
time this season Nicky Law’s side have drawn on home
soil. Gateshead lie seventh, just two points off of the
Play-Offs.

Salisbury remain in the top five despite not playing. The
Whites leapfrogged Nuneaton after Boro’s goal difference
took a hit following the Hatters’ romp at Liberty Way.

There are a plethora of sides that will still fancy their
chances of gatecrashing the top five places, including
Grimsby, Halifax, Kidderminster and Forest Green.

Grimsby, now out of the FA Trophy, can begin to play
their games in hand. The Mariners lie in eighth place,
four points off the Play-Offs but have as many as five
games in hand over Alfreton, Barnet and Salisbury.

Halifax have played more games than anyone — 34
—and sit in ninth, five points off the top five, while
Kidderminster — who came from two goals down to draw
2-2 with Braintree on Saturday — are five points adrift of
the Play-Offs with two games in hand.

And don't discount Forest Green, who won again at the
weekend. Their 3-1 win over Southport on Saturday was

LEADING
GOALSCORERS

Grimsby Town 3,479
Wrexham 3,184
Cambridge United 3,003
Lincoln City 2,400
Chester FC 2251
Kidderminster Harriers 2,131
Aldershot Town 1,939
Barnet 1,774
Hereford United 1,702
Macclesfield Town 1,495
FC Halifax Town 1,449

Gregory (FC Halifax) 20
Williams (Aldershot) 17
Tomlinson (Lincoln) 15
Norwood (FGR) 14

Fitchett (Salisbury) 13
Moult (Nuneaton) 13

AVERAGE ATTENDANCES

3www.|utontown.co.uk £l facebook.com/lutontown ¥ @LTFC_Official #COYH

Alex Wall has scored three goals in
his last two games for Dartford

their third in four games and despite the fact they sit in
11th place they are just nine points off of the top five
with as many as four games in hand over those sitting in
the Play-Off places.

At the other end it is looking increasingly desperate for
Hyde who, despite picking up a point in a 2-2 draw at
home to Aldershot on Saturday, lie 23 points from safety.

Dartford’s fine run of form continued at the weekend
with the Town’s Alex Wall scoring again. After his brace
helped the Darts beat Woking 5-1 in midweek, he struck
again in a 2-0 victory over Hereford. Tony Burman'’s side
are now level on points with Chester and Aldershot who
sit just outside the relegation zone.

Tamworth lie just one place off of the bottom after
being held to a 1-1 draw at home to mid-table Welling
on Saturday. The Lambs are three points from safety but
have a number of games in hand over the sides above
them in the table.

TONIGHT'S
FIXTURES

Woking Braintree ' Cambridge
Nuneaton Town
Forest Green Rovers
Dartford

Braintree Town
Southport

Tamworth

Salisbury City
Welling United
Alfreton Town
Gateshead

Hyde

v
Forest Green = Barnet
Hereford Macclesfield

\

Southport = Grimsby

Vv

Welling Gateshead

League Look@



SCORE

101
W20
D11
D00
D00
W20

D00
102
W30
W32
W40
D00

W43
033
Wat
W43
W10

000
112
W21
D11
W21
W3-0
D0-0

W20
W50
W20
W2
W21
W60

W21
D00
022
L01
W30

W21
W10
W50

ATT

2,10
6,520
6,16
1,858
1510
1,866

6,131
3122
5433
6,03
1,955
2,386

6,519
2,693
1,081
2,066
1452

1,080
1,55
1518
3291
6,592
6,057
621

91
1,219
1,617
6,913
3,608
8,488

1,543
2928
3,194
2312
1310

1,105
[N
3,480

AWAY POS STARTING XI

839
9
80
653
963
81

265
190
142
n
31
580

260
840

30
1,199
537

302
40
8
830
124
16
the

4
649
89

pA]
1,700
203

292
974
687
326
182

401
156
1,991

18
12
13
1
1
1

14
1
i
9
5
b

o o oo

o o o ro

Tyler
Tyler
Tyler
Tyler
Tyler
Tyler

Tyler
Tyler
Tyler
Tyler
Tyler
Tyler

Tyler
Tyler
Tyler
Tyler
Justham

Tyler
Justham
Tyler
Tyler
Tyler
Tyler
Justham

Justham
Tyler
Justham
Tyler
Tyler
Tyler

Tyler
Tyler
Justham
Justham
Tyler

Tyler
Tyler
Tyler

Smith
Smith
Henry
Henry
Henry
Henry

Henry
Henry
Henry
Henry
Henry
Henry

Henry @
Henry
Henry
Henry
Henry

Henry
Parry
Henry
Henry
Henry
Henry
Chabata

Chabata
Heary
Longden
Henry
Henry
Henry

Henry
Henry
Longden
Trotman
Henry

Henry
Henry
Henry

Griffths
Griffths
Griffths «
Griffiths
Griffths
Griffiths

Grifiths
Griffiths
Grifiths
Grifiths &
Griffiths
Griffths

Griffths
Griffiths
Griffths
Griffiths
Howells

Griffths
Howells &
Griffths
Griffiths
Griffths
Griffths
Howells

Howells
Griffths
Howells
Griffths
Griffiths
Griffiths 1

Griffths
Grffths
Howells
Longden
Griffths

Grifiths
Griffths
Griffths

McNulty
MeNulty
MeNulty
MeNulty
McNulty
Mehulty

McNulty
McNulty
McNulty
McNulty
MeNulty
MeNutty

McNulty
Mchulty
McNulty
MeNulty
McNulty

McNulty
Mehulty
Mchulty
Meulty
MeNulty
McNulty 1
Ruddock

Parry 1
MeNulty
Charles

McNulty
MeNulty
MeNulty

McNulty
MeNulty
Charles
Charles
McNulty

MeNulty
MeNulty
MeNulty

Jake Howells keeps his

cool from the penalty

spot to put the Town 3-0
up against Hereford :

Lacey
Charles &
Lacey
Lacey
Lacey
Lacey

Lacey @
Parry
Parry
Parry
Lacey 1
Lacey

Lacey
Lacey
Lacey
Lacey
Charles

Lacey
Lacey
Lacey
Lacey
Lacey
Lacey ®
Davis

Davis
Mawson ®
Davis
Davis
Davis
Davis

Davis
Davis
Inniss 1
Inniss
Inniss

Franks
Franks
Franks

Taiwo &
Taiwo 1
Taiwo &
Smith
Smith
Smith

Smith
Smith
Smith
Smith
Smith
Smith

Smith
Smith
Smith
Smith 1
Smith

Smith

Smith

Smith

Smith
Stevenson ®
Smith 1
Mendy

Ruddock
Smith
Ruddock
Smith
Smith @
Robinson

Robinson
Robinson
Taiwo
Taiwo
Robinson

Ruddock
Ruddock 1
Ruddock

Guttridge
Guttridge 1
Guttridge 1
Guttridge
Guttridge
Parry

Parry
Guttridge
Guttridge 1
Guttridge 1
Parry

Parry

Pamy
Parry 1+
Parry ¢
Parry 1
Robinson «

Pamy
Stevenson
Parry 1
Parry
Parry
Parry
Robinson

Robinson
Ruddock
Robinson
Ruddock
Ruddock
Ruddock &

Howells
Howells
Ferdinand
Rees
Howells +

Howells
Howells 1 ¢
Howells 1

Martin &

Whalley Howells ©

Cullen

Martin & Whalley Shiaw Cullen ®
Martin Whalley Shaw Gray

Whalley Cullen » Shaw @ Gray

Whalley Cullen @ Shaw & Gray
Guttridge Howells 2 Benson © Gray
Guttridge & Howells Benson Gray ¢
Whalley Howells & Benson Cullen &
Stevenson 4 Howells Lawless 1+  Benson 1
Stevenson @ Howells Lavless Cullen 2 &
Gutiidge & Howells ® Gray 1+ Cullen 2
Guttridge Howells « Cullen ® Benson
Guttridge 1 Lawless Gray 1 Benson 1
Guttridge Howells Gray 1 Benson
Guttridge 1 @ Lawless Gray 3 Benson
Guttridge® ~~ Whalley Grey © Benson 2
Whalley Martin Cullen 1 Benson
Guttridge Howells ¢ Gray e Benson
Guttridge + ~ Martine Cullen Benson 1
Lawless Howells Gray Benson 1+
Guttridge ~ Lawless & Gray 1 Benson @
Whalley & Lawless Gray 2 Benson
Guttridge Lawless Gray1a Benson
Whalley Viana ¢ Banton ® Cullen
Whalley 1 C.Smith ¢ Walle Cullen
Guttridge 1 Lawless 1 Gray 2 Benson 1
Rees Whalley Walle Cullen 1
Guttidge®  Lawless 2 Gray 1 Benson 1
Guttridge  Lawless 1 gy Benson 1
Guttridge 2 Lawless ey Benson 1«
Guttridge  Lawess Gray 1 Benson 1
Guttridge e Lawless biray Benson

Viana @ Whalley Wall 1 Cullen
Whalley s~ Shaw Wil Cullen
Guttidge ~ McGeehan Gray 3 Berson
Guttidge  McGeehan Gray 2o Benson
Guttridge McGeghan ® Gray 3 Benson 14
Guttridge 1 aMcGeehan Gray 1+ Benson 2

DATE TIME H/A OPPOSITION
AUGUST
Sat10 3.00pm A Southport
Tued3 745m H  Salisbury City
Sat17 3.00pm H  Macclesfield Town
Sat24  3.00pm A Forest Green Rovers
Mon26 3.00pm H  Cambridge United
Sat3t 3.00pm A Kidderminster Harriers
SEPTEMBER
Sat7 530pm H  GrimsbyTown
fi13  TA5m A Wrexham
Toel7 745m H  Dartford
Sat21 3.00pm H Lincoln City
Tue2d TA5m A Woking
Sat28 3.00pm A Hereford United
OCTOBER
Sat5  3.00pm H  FCHalifaxTown
Tie8  745m A AldershotTown
Sat12 3.00pm H  Hyde
Sat19  3.00pm A Tamworth
Sat26 3.00pm A Woking (FACAQ)
NOVEMBER
Sat2  3.00pm A Gateshead
Sat9  3.00pm A Welling United (FACL)
Tel2 745m A BraintreeTown
Sat16 3.00pm A Chester FC
Sat23  3.00pm H  Welling United
Tue26 7.45m H  Southport
Sat30 3.00pm A StainesTown (FATL)
DECEMBER
Tee3  745m H  StainesTown (FATIR)
Sat7  3.00pm A AffretonTown
Sat14  3.00pm H  Wrexham (FAT2)
Sat21 3.00pm H  Gateshead
Thor26 3.00pm A Bamet
Sat28  3.00pm H  Kidderminster Harriers
JANUARY
Wed1 12.00pm H  Bamet
Sat4  1.00pm A Lincoln City
Sat1l 3.00pm A Cambridge United (FAT3)
Tuel4  7.45m H  Cambridge United (FATR)
Sat25 3.00pm H  NuneatonTown
FEBRUARY
Toell 7.45m A Macclesfield Town
Sat15 3.00pm H  Hereford United
Sat22 3.00pm A NuneatonTown
Tue25 745m H  Wresham
MARCH
Sat1  3.00pm H Alfreton Town
Sat8  3.00pm A Salishury City
Tuell 745m A Cambridge United
Mon17 745m H  Woking
Sat22  3.00pm H  Chester FC
Te25 745m A GrimshyTown
Sat29  3.00pm A FCHalifaxTown
APRIL
Tel  T7A5m A Dartford
Sat5  3.00pm H  AldershotTown
Tie8  745m H  Tamworth
Sat12  3.00pm H  BraintreeTown
Sat19  3.00pm A Weling United
Mon2L 3.00m H  Forest Green Rovers
Sat26 530pm A Hyde
B4 Fixtures

Key: e First Substitute | « Second Substitute | a Third Substitute

SUBS

Charles »
Lacey ¢
Parry
Parry &
Parry
Martin

Stevenson ®
Stevenson
Martin ®
0'Donnell
0'Donnell @
Charles

Howells
Charles
Charles
Charles «
Gray e

Stevenson
Lawless @
Cullen &
Cullen @
Cullen
Cullen &
Wall e

Banton @
Davis
Banton @
Mawson
Mawson
Mawson

Mawson
Mawson
Shaw e
Banton ®
Franks

Charles
Charles
Charles

Parry

Taio

Parry &
Howells &
Howells @
Howells
Howells @
Whalley

Whalley «
Lawless ®
Whalley &
Whalley

Whlley &
Whalley +

Whalley
Whalley 1+
Whalley
Lawless ®
Viana

Cullen ©
Griffths
Whalley
Whalley &
Guttridge ®
Whalley &
C.Smith &

Mendy
Whalley
C.Smith
Robinson ®
Robinson @
Wall

Wall
Wall
Banton
C.Smith
Cullen @

Cullen
Shaw &
Shaw e

Gray e

Robinson

Gray Robinson
Cullen & Smith &
Martin Robinson
Martin & Robinson
Walle Culfen
Wall & Cullen
Wall Gray &
Taiwo & Gray
Taiwo & Gray @
Taiwo Banton &
Taiwo Gray @
Robinson &~ Wall 1 @
Robinson Wall e
Robinson e Cullena
Robinson Cullen
Wall  Taiwo  Stevenson
Taiwo Wall &
O'Donnell «  Robinson  Banton &
Guttridge Stevenson ®
Howells Stevenson
Howells Robinson &
Howells Robinson ®
Amy Rees
Amu Rees
Howells Robinson
Amu Chabata
Cullen Howells
Cullen & Howells
Cullen & Howells 2 @
Cullen Whalley
Culfen Ferdinand ®
Rees « Chabata
Viana & Chabata
Martin & Ferdinand
Lawless ® Robinson
Lawless 1+ Robinson @
Lawless ¢ Robinson &

Justham
Justham
Justham
Justham
Justham
Justham

Justham
Justham
Justham
Justham
Justham
Justham

Justham
Justham
Justham
Justham

Tyler

Justham
Tyler
Justham
Justham
Justham
Justham
Bames

Bames
Justham
King
Justham
Justham
Justham

Justham
Justham
King
King
Justham

Justham
Justham
Justham

Luton Town
Cambridge United
Alfreton Town
Barnet

Salisbury City
Nuneaton Town
Gateshead
Grimsby Town

9  FC Halifax Town

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

10 Kidderminster Harriers

11 Forest Green Rovers
12 Macclesfield Town
13 Wrexham

14 Welling United

15 Lincoln City

16 Woking

17 Braintree Town
18 Hereford United
19 Aldershot Town
20 Chester FC

21 Dartford

22 Southport

23 Tamworth

24 Hyde

P W D

31

30 16
33 18
33 15
3316
34 15
33 14
28 14
34 13
31 14

30 13
& 12
kil il
34 11
3312
26111
32 10
il Akl
82187

38 9
32 8
SIS
34 1

LS
74
4 43
12850
9 44
12 45
1 41
10" 52
7 43
12 63

12 47

LEAGUE TABLE 2013/14

A GD PTS

24
17
50
34
45
45
43
29
53
47
42
42

40
47
52
26
45
44

48 -
57 -

49
49

50

9

14
10
2
15
5
5
4
-4
-9
8
10
5

e
© ©

21
-20

69
58
57
54
53
53
51
49
48
47
44
44
43
43
43
42
39
39
32
32
32
31
29

89 -588 9

PLAYE

APRS
Zane Banton 0@
Paul Benson 24(0)

Tinashe Chabata 0 (0)
Anthony Charles 12

Mark Cullen 8 (9
Joe Davis 5(1)
Kane Ferdinand 0 (1)
Fraser Franks 3 (0
Andre Gray 25(5)
Scott Griffiths 31(0)
Luke Guttridge 29(1)
Ronnie Henry 29(0)
Jake Howells 17(6)
Ryan Inniss 1(0)
Elliot Justham 0 (0)
Alex Lacey 17(1)
Alex Lawless 14(5)
Brett Longden 0 (0)
David Martin 34
Alfie Mawson 1 (0)

Cameron McGeehan 4 (0)
Steve McNulty 31
Amaud Mendy
JJ 0'Donnell
Andrew Parry
lan Rees

Matt Robinson
Pelly Ruddock
Jon Shaw
Charlie Smith
Jonathan Smith
Jim Stevenson
Solomon Taiwo
Luke Trotman
Mark Tyler
David Viana
Alex Wall
Shaun Whalley
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WITH LUTON NEWS SPORTS EDITOR MARK WOOD

With the season finally entering its final stretch
people are already beginning to talk about who
Luton's player of the season will be. Who's yours?

It's a difficult one to call. Crowd favourite Steve
McNulty has been in imperious form at the back. Never
could an old adage be more true than don’t judge a
book by its cover in his case.

Midfield dynamo Luke Guttridge
has been a revelation since
his summer move from
Northampton Town and his
10-goal haul has certainly
helped to fire Town’s
promotion push.

Since joining from
Swindon Town Paul
Benson has knitted
not only Town’s play
together, but also
allowed strike partner
Andre Gray to flourish.

The livewire striker is
currently racing clear at
the top of the division’s
scoring charts with 23 goals
despite a slow start to the
season, and will surely be one of
the frontrunners for the award. With
such impressive form he will surely be
among the favourites for the gong and will
certainly attract interest over the summer. It will be a
massive boost if the Town can keep hold of their prized
asset. But, there is one person more important than all
of these who has been integral to Luton’s turnaround in
fortunes - please take a bow Mr John Still.

Brought in almost a year ago today from Dagenham &
Redbridge, Town’s fortunes have been completely turned
on their head and Luton’s long-suffering fans are finally
daring to contemplate a return to the Football League at
the fifth time of asking.

Hatters stars rightly deserve plenty of plaudits for the
club’s success on the field this season, but it has often
puzzled me how managers can so often get overlooked.

3 Hold the Back Page

In a week where Wayne Rooney was handed a
£300,000-a-week deal by Manchester United, just how
much was Sir Alex Ferguson and the success he brought
worth?

Panatheon

We've had our fair share of successful
managers at Kenilworth Road for varying
different reasons over the years
including the likes of Dally
Duncan, Harry Haslam, David
Pleat, Ray Harford and Jim
Ryan.
But if Still can finally
help the Hatters back
into the League he
will surely join the
aforementioned
pantheon of greats.
The Town finally
appear to have found
the missing piece in
the jigsaw with the
appointment of Still and
we can all finally look to
the future with a sense of
optimism.

The fantastic attacking brand of
football the Hatters are currently playing is
a joy to watch and the feel-good factor is
finally back at Kenilworth Road.

Just a year ago we were still reeling from the surprise
departure of former boss Paul Buckle.

A 3-2 home defeat to Mansfield Town and the
subsequent 2-0 defeat at Braintree left Luton well adrift
of the Play-Offs and with little hope of promotion.

With Still at the helm, a promising but ultimately
disappointing end to the season followed.

No end of season supporters’ bash followed, with only
muted player of the season awards from the fans being
doled out by some of the supporters groups.

This end-of-season | think will be very different. What a
difference a year makes...

Can John Still write his
name into Hatters history?

Pay and get
pald globally




tonight's teams

LUTON TOWN

‘ Mark Tyler

© Fraser Franks
© Danny Fitzsimons
© Jonathan Smith
‘ Steve McNulty
@ Anthony Charles
© ~lex Lawless
© solomon Taiwo
© Jon shaw

@ Alex Wall

@ Jake Howells
@ scott Griffiths
@ Mark Cullen
’ Andy Parry

@ Eliot Justham
‘ JJ O’Donnell
. Dave Martin

‘ Cameron McGeehan
@ David Viana

. Luke Guttridge

@ shaun Wha}ley, .
@ Matt Robirison

@ Jemnade Meade

@ Ronnie Henry »

€@ Paul Benson

. Andre Gray

‘ Jim Stevenson

@ Kane Ferdinand

@ Alex Lacey

' Jake Woolley

‘ Brett Longden

‘ Jerome Jibodu

‘ Zane Banton

. Pelly Ruddock Mpanzu

; WREXHAM

| . Joslain Mayebi

‘ © Stephen Wright

5 . ' Neil Ashton
© Kevin Thofnton
© Danny Livesey
© Joe Clarke
© cliott Durrell
. Jay Harris
© Andy Bishop
@ Brett Ormerod
@ Dean Keates
@® Andy Couglin-

@ Ssteve Tomassen
@ RobOgety
@ Johnny Hunt

(17) Leon Clowes

. Jay Colbeck

@ Robert Evans

@ Kyl Parle

€@ Theo Bailey-Jones
@ Joe Anyinsah

@ David Artell

@ Mark Carrington

Referee: J. Amey | Assistant: A. Howson | Assistant: M. Hutchinson | Fourth official: J. Smith

HERE NEXT

v ALFRETON TOWN
SATURDAY 1st MARCH 2014 * 3PM
SKRILL PREMIER
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