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A hero in Luton colours, Mick
Harford is carving out a fine reputation for
himself at the U's. We speak to him about his
time with both clubs.

D Last Thursday saw former U's
defender Scott Fitzgerald become manager at
Brentford. We caught up with him not long
after his appointment.

: Today sees the release of the U's
Chanly Single — and there's a whole lot of
other fundraising fun going on!

The U’s strikers have been in the
spotlight in recent weeks, but yet another
forward from the past is up for a Hall of Fame
nomination this week.

The U's away day improvement
continued against Crystal Palace. We take a
look back at the 3-1 win,
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Welcome to Lauer Road for this oftermoon’'s game ond | hope that
everyone had @ happuw and safe Christmaos.

Welcome to Mike Newell, the staff,
players and supporters of Luton Town.

Due to Christmas printing schedules, |
have had to pen these notes ahead of
our trip to Preston. Hopefully you're
reading this with another three points
secured on our travels.

Our last home game saw us get off to
a very fast start. We always try to get a
positive start and Jamie made sure that
happened against Stoke with a good
goal within 90 seconds of kick off.

Important

We always tell the players to look for
shooting opportunities in the final third
and Jamie doesn’t need telling twice.
We felt that first goal was going to be
very important, as their defensive record
is the best in the league — to go behind
would have meant a long afternoon
trying to break them down.

Us scoring meant Stoke having to
come out and attack us, which to be
fair they did, but that meant them
leaving gaps at the back and Jamie
scored a real poacher's goal when
Richard Garcia helped the ball behind
their back four.

Half time saw us going in 2-0 up, but
we were a bit disappointed with the
amount of shots we let them have. | felt
we needed to up the tempo, go for a
third goal and control possession of the
ball.

| was delighted with the way the
players performed in the second half.
Richard scored for the second time
since his return to the side and
everyone raised their game. Over the
ninety minutes, Dean only had one save
to make from a second half free kick.

Ready

Hogan, Johnnie and Jamie all got on
and it's important that the whole squad
are ready to play a part during the
festive period.

Christmas is a great time for families,
for a professional footballer it is their
busiest time of the year. Spare a
thought for all the lads, who yesterday
rushed to open presents with their
children before jumping in their cars to
make sure they were at Layer Road for
a 9am training session.

There are many pluses to life in
football, Christmas Day training is not

® Jamie Cureton — quick off the mark

one of them. Players and staff need
understanding spouses and patient
children!

It's another full house at Layer Road
this afternoon, so once again Merry
Christmas to all of you. I'm sure you'll
make yourselves heard and cheer the
boys on towards another victory.

Geraint Williams

"We alwaus tell the plouers
fo look fFor shooting
opportunities iN the final
third ond Jomie doesn't

need telling twice..”
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THROUGHOUT THE STORE

East Anglia’s Largest Quality Furniture Store
Peartree Road, Stanway, Colchester. Essex CO3 OLA Telephone: 01206 765444
emalil: info@hatfields.com web: www.hatfields.com

Monday 9.00am-5.30pm Tuesday 10.00am-5.30pm Wednesday 9.00am-5.30pm
Thursday 9.00am-5.30pm Friday 9.00am-5.30pm Saturday 9.15am-5.30pm Sunday 10.00am-4.00pm

See our advert in the Yellow Pages under the Furniture Retailers section for a map on how to find us.
Please refer to our website for Christmas period opening hours.

recenftit.

comings ond Qoings, News and views, from lauyer road

051206

The U's fundraising quest is backed by
Coventry midfielder Jay Tabb, who has
become good friends with the Begg Family.

Jay struck up a friendship with Emily and
her good friend Madelaine Burke, as the two
girls underwent treatment for leukaemia in
London.

And, despite moving up to the Midlands in
the summer, he kept in touch to keep up to
date with their progress in recent months.

"It all started when Martin Allen received a
letter from Maddy's dad, who asked whether
we might:help with some fundraising for the
hospital," he tells CU-FC.com

"| went along to see the girls at the hospital
with Martin and | struck up a friendship with
Maddy during my visit.

"We decided to keep in touch and | spoke
to her quite regularly on the phone and via
text and, on the second or third time | went
there, she introduced me to Emily.

"We hung out on the ward and played some
pool and basically, over the past year or so,
we've stayed in touch. When Colchester
came to Coventry, | phoned Emily up and
organised some tickets for her, too."

"To be honest, | was touched and humbled

by their bravery," he adds. "They were a real
inspiration together and it puts life into
perspective.

“It makes you realise there are more

important things in life and to make sure that

you never let little things get to you."

The U's players re-recording of Up The U's

is on sale today and it is just the start of a
huge fundraising effort.

Jay admits he Is impressed with thr eﬁor ts

of the Layer Road lad

v
get behind the cause and the L mh&“- er L\:\\
deserve for this to be a big success. Fingers

crossed that this will raise a lot of money for
the Teenage Cancer Trust."

Fans are reminded that they can back the
U's by donating at
www.justgiving.com/CUFCplayers.

Chris lwelumeo's performances in November

see him make the Actim Index Championship

team of the month.
His haul of goals, including four in tt
over Hull City, see him named in
alongside Birmingham City's Nickla
Bendtner.
The Actim Team of the Month is compiled

A 4

Ch tm'mmh D
ndex ranks players using Actim
cording to their performance, both by
m\\\“ln" ana o =
Also in the team are Stephen Bywate
County), Lee Hendfie, Danny
X and Darel Rus! all Stoke
\ e 2 aircd (both
Southampton, Radhi Jaidi (Birmingham C
Jimmy Smith (QPR) and Giles Barnes (Derby
County)

LI
= lﬂ
sm tw :tlw the Conferenc
The former Charlton | ;
View Road ahead of their
Cambridge City, with a

1) put straight into t
veekend fixture, but sees 1

s sent off after just

onal foul on Cambridge

s team hold out for a 1-0 win, though,
and currently sit second in the Conference
South table.

He does b \‘re in his second match as the
Wings dra in their FA
Trophy u.‘ aQ
Basingstoke,
winning the
replay 2-0
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U's 3 stoke city O TSR N W S

Garcia

U’s subs: Ephraim for Garcia 77, Jackson for
Watson 85, Guy for Iwelumo 88.

Berger for Brammer 65, Pericard
for Sidibe 69, Eustace for Russell 75.

clock watch...

15:02 The U's take a sensational early lead as
Jamie Cureton contrives some space on the
edge of the box before firing home past Steve
Simonsen.

15:10 Stoke have a goal disallowed as Mamady
Sidibe's tap in is ruled out for offside, in what is
later revealed to be an incorrect decision.
15:16 Jamie Cureton grabs his second of the
afternoon to double the U's advantage, tucking
home from close range after Richard Garcia
flicks the ball over the City defence
15:29 Lee Hendrie is left with his head in his
hand! he fires aver the bar from a good
pocmon from just inside the box

2 . 3 Halford ripples the netting as

Celebration time os Jamie Cureton notches the opening goal X kick from 25 yard
3:17 The U's advant:

1

Al

Richard Larcla strikes for goel Curo on defensive duty Ryt Westsson frack=aDi
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Like the U's this season, the
Hatters enjoyed a hugely positive time
in their first six months in the second tier of
English football to ensure that they earned a
second season at this level,

However, the second half of the campaign
proved to be slightly tougher and, after a
bright start this time around, it has been a
difficult few weeks for Mike Newell and his
side.

Leading up to their match at home to
Coventry City on Saturday, the Kenilworth
Road side had lost eight of their previous ten
games, including all five of their most recent
fixtures on the road.

It has been a run of results that Newell
admitted were the most difficult of his
managerial career to date but, despite a 2-1
defeat at Sunderland a fortnight ago, a win
and a draw in their home games leading up
to the Coventry game have at least seen the
points tally ticking over again.

The away form will be the next issue to be
addressed for the Bedfordshire side, with
their last away point a 0-0 draw against Hull
in October and their last away win coming a
fortnight earlier at Barnsley.

The goal in the defeat at the
Stadium of Light in Luton’s last
away game was only their
eighth in eleven matches on
their travels.

And whilst the team have
struggled to hit the back of
the net, one Town player wil
also be hoping that this
afterncon’s game marks a
positive end to a difficult year,

Hatters striker Warren Feeney is
yet to hit the back of the net in 2006 in
what has been a stop start twelve months for
the former Bournemouth man.

"l don't worry about it to be honest,

because if you do
it gets in
your head.
People
are going

® Mike Newell - confident fortunes will turn around

to say things but to me it's water off a duck's
back. | know eventually it will come," he told
Luten’s official website.

"I'm big enough and old enough so | don't
let it annoy me. I'm here to play football and
I'm here to score goals, but if | don't, | don't.
I just want to get back into the side and get a
run of games and take it from there."

Another player who is now chomping at the
bit to get back into the starting eleven is
defender Sol Davis (left). The full back
suffered a stroke before the
Ipswich Town game earlier this
year but is back in the fold

after a reserve team game at

the start of December.

And, having seen his player

make a remarkable
comeback, boss Newell
admits the former Swindon
man could soon be in first team

contention.
"We haven't been told by the
specialists to put the reins on Sol, so | don't
see why he can't be back for the Christmas
period, which would be phenomenal,” he
said.

*If | had been asked six weeks ago, |
wouldn't have put any money on Sol coming
back this season. It has been a massive
shock and a surprise to us all that Sol is
back."

1996/97 ......Division Two
1997/98 ...... Division Two ... 2
1998/99 ......Division TWO ................
1999/00 ...... Division Two
2000/01 ...... Division Two ...
2001/02 ...... Division Three .
2002/03 ...... Division Two ...
2003/04 ...... Division Two
2004/05 ...... League One ... 1st (P)
2005/06 ...... Championship............. 10th

2nd (P)
..9th

22.01.05 U’s O Luton 0

The Hatters arrive at Layer Road looking
to step up their promotion quest but, on a
relatively quiet afternoon, neither side are
able to break the deadlock as the game
finishes goalless.
12.09.06 Luton 1 U’s 1

This was the Aidan Davison Show. The
Hatters had taken the lead through Sam
Parkin, but the U's equalised eight
minutes later through Jamie Cureton’s
strike from the edge of the box. The
second half saw Luton repeatedly knock
at the visitors door, but Davison repelled
everything thrown at him with a string of
excellent saves.
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Hugely experienced goalkeeper who joined
the Hatters on loan at the end of November
2006 to cover an injury to Marlon Beresford
The Irish international made the temporary
switch to Kenilworth Road after finding first
team opportunities at Portsmouth limited.

The 36-year-old needs just another eleven
league games to make it 600 league
appearances.

Kevin is a talented full-back who came
through the junior ranks at Kenilworth Road.
Kevin made his debut for the Hatters in
October 2002 and has gone on to make over
100 appearance since then. Foley is a
Republic of Ireland U21s international and his
performances at that level have prompted
Steve Staunton, the Republic of Ireland
manager, to call him up to the senior game
and Foley was named as a substitute in a
friendly international against Chile.

Midfielder Carlos signed for the Hatters at the
start of this season from Wrexham on a free
transfer. Edwards spent five seasons at
Wrexham, helping them win the LDV Vans
title and is a pacey midfielder who has given
Newell plenty of attacking options

In the summer of 2006, Edwards became
the first Luton player since Mal Donaghy in
1982 to represent his county in the World
Cup Finals.

Steve is a hard working midfielder who has
become a firm favourite with the fans at
Kenilworth Road.

Looking to add experience to a young
midfield department, Luton snapped up a
man who had earned respect wherever he
played and, in doing so, paid £50,000 to
Preston North End in the summer of 2002 for
a player who had been capped five times by
Northern Irefand.

Mike Newell pulled off a real coup with the
signing of Aberdeen central defender Markus
Heikkinen. Although bern in Sweden,
Heikkinen is a Finnish international and in
August 2005 he partnered Liverpool's Sami
Hyppia during their World Cup qualifying win
over Macedonia.

Helkkinen has made an impressive start to
his stay at Kenilworth Road since being called
as a late replacement for Chris Coyne.

Dean became an instant favourite with The
Hatters' faithful after his 90th minute winner in
the 3-2 victory over Southampton in August
2005.

Morgan moved to Kenilworth Stadium from
Reading in July 2005 after seeing his
opportunities limited at the Madjeski Stadium.
The former U's striker scored three league
goals in 13 starting appearances for the
Royals.

Lewis arrived at Kenilworth Road in the
summer of 2006 after deciding to leave his
hame town club Bradford City, the place
where the defender started his career.

Lewis is a pacey full-back but can also play
on the left side of midfield, a position where
he started on his league debut for the club.
Lewis made over 150 appearances for
Bradford in six-years at the club, scoring four
goals.

Ahmet is a tidy and hardworking member of
the squad who had an inspirational season
during our championship success in League
One, scoring 16 goals from midfield, having
arrived from Leyton Orient.

Brkovic is more suited to a right midfield
role but is equally comfortable playing on the
left, a position he filled on many occasions
last season.

Local lad Leon Barnett made a great
impression in a record-breaking first season
of full-time training at the club, making his
senior debut as a 16-year-old.

A versatile player, his preferred position is
central defence, but he can also fill in at a full-
back. Injuries in the centre of Luton's defence
last season gave the youngster the
opportunity to show what he was capable of
and made a name for himself in the
Championship.

Talented young midfielder David Bell signed a
three and a half year contract with the Hatters
in mid-January 2006 after joining from
Rushden & Diamonds.

He has been capped by Republic of Ireland
at U19s and U21s level, and his versatility. is
key — he can play in the centre, left and right
side of midfield and his performances for
Rushden led to two trial spells with
Middlesbrough.

Stor Performer

The Basingstoke-born striker initiall
joir m on a three-month loan «

from Premiership Portsmouth, but he is
1g signed a

a Luton player ha
r contract following his
in during the club’s
One success. Anather former U
player, he scored ten limes in 42 games
whilst at Layer Road
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Calvin Andrew English Striker 19.12.86 From trainee, Grimsby T, Bristol C 12 (1)
Zac Barrett English Goalkeeper 25,05.88 From trainee 0 (0)
Marlon Beresford English Goalkeeper 02.09.69 Sheffield W, Bury, Northampton T, Crewe Alex, Burnley,

M'brough, Wolves, York C, Bradford C, Barnsley 121 (0)
Adam Boyd English Striker 25.05.82 Hartlepool U, Boston U 15(2)
Dean Brill English Goalkeeper 02.12.85 From trainee 15 (0)
Chris Coyne Australian Defender 28.12.78 West Ham, Brentford, Southend U, Dundee 211 (15)
Sol Davis English Defender 04,09.79 Swindon T 169 (2)
Peter Holmes English Midfielder 18,11.80 Sheffield W 125 (12)
Keith Keane Irish Midfielder 20.11.86 From trainee 53 (2)
Richard Langley Jamaican Midfielder 27.12.79 QPR, Cardiff C 14 (1)
Michael Leary English Midfielder 17.04.83 From trainee, Walsall, Torquay U 312
Stephen O'Leary English Midfielder 02.02.85 From trainee 32 (2)
Sam Parkin English Striker 14.03.81 Chelsea, Millwall, Wycombe W, Oldham A,

Northampton T, Swindon T, Ipswich Town 8 (1)
Danny Stevens English Midfielder 26.11,86 From trainee 1(0)
Paul Underwood English Defender 16.08.73 Rushden & Diamonds 72(5)

away support

A Vview

We started well and had some great results
early on culminating in our 5-1 thrashing of
Leeds. Things took a turn for the worse when
Sol Davis had his stroke on the way to
Ipswich which knocked the stuffing out of us
and we went on an awful run. We have
picked up in recent weeks though.

Former Col U boy Rowan Vine hadn't been
prolific in previous seasons but started
banging them in straight away this year and
after losing Steve Howard in the close season
that was badly needed. Leon Barnett has
gained a lot of experience from last year and
has come on in leaps and bounds this
season,

No more
Injuries,

strengthening the small
squad in January and
impraving our away
form starting from
today.

Difficult to say, it's the
tightest league in years
but Preston were
strong at their place
although we beat

them at home. Derby have been the best side
to come to Kenilworth Road this year,

I think they'll have a similar season to the one
we had last year. Excellent start but once
injuries and suspensions hit a small squad it's
difficult to stay in the hunt and they'll just miss
out on the play offs. Of course Luton will win
this afternoon though - 2-1,

® Questions answered today by Scott
Wootton, a Hatters season ticket holder since
1981, currently residing in the main stand.

His favourite player during that time was
Ricky Hill and he says his most memaorable
moment was: “Winning the Littlewoods Cup
in 1988.

“That whole period of being a Hatters fan in
the 80s was brilliant, heights that are unlikely
to be touched again, although we live in
hopel”

talking to..

Aaron Skelton started and ended his football
career with the Hatters, but spent his most
productive years here at Layer Road in
Colehester United colours. In fact, he played
around five times as many games for the U's in
his four years in North Essex than he did for
today’s visitors in his seven years at Kenilworth
Road.

Aaron joined the Luton ranks as a youth team
player before signing as a professional in
December 1992 while David Pleat was in
charge. Unfortunately, injuries hampered the
midfielder, with operations restricting him to a
handful of games for the first team in that first
spell. Speaking to U's Review, Aaron explained
about his start in football and the injury
problems he had at Luton as a young player
hoping to break into the game.

“l went to Luton straight from school and

business services that taste nice!

about eighteen months into my two year youth
contract, | was signed as a professional. | feit |
was doing well at the time and was playing a
few games in the reserves. Then | seemed to be
injured more than | was fit and missed big
chunks of the seasons, mainly due to operations
on my right knee and then associated problems
as | recovered each time. It was very frustrating
and | started to feel like | needed a fresh start,”
The opportunity for that fresh start came in the &
summer of 1997, when the U's came in for him:
and he jumped at the chance, saying: "It was
the best thing that could have happened at the
time. | wanted a chance to resurrect my career
and a change of scenery and a change of luck
came about with my move to Essex. | had some
great times and made some great friends in my.
time at Colchester before | headed back to
Luton for the remainder of my professional
career.”
In a repeat of his early days at Kenilworth
Road, injuries once again stopped Aaron playing
as many games as he would have liked, and he
called it a day in 2003. Since then, he has kept
aclose eye on both teams fortunes and sees
Colchester United mirroring Luton'’s first season:
back in the Championship. He also talked about
the way injuries and loss of players and form
has affected the Hatters this time round.
“Last season, Luton surprised a lot of people
by doing so well straight after getting promoted
and that has been exactly like Colchester this
season. Not many so called big teams have got
any points at Layer Road but they may be
better prepared when they visit next year. After
exceeding most fans’ expectations last season,
this season has been a bit of a struggle, with
important players being sold in the summer and
injuries to others as the season has gone on.”
“The incident with Sol Davis having a stroke
on the way to the Ipswich match would
certainly have affected the other players that
weekend but he would have wanted them to
forget about it soon after. He seems to have
made a good comeback and it is great that he
is bouncing back a lot quicker than most
people thought he would so hopefully, their
form will pick up in the second half of the
season.
Finally, we nearly managed to get Aaron to
admit which way he thought the game would
go, with him tottering on the fence by saying:
“Because Luton are struggling for points, it
would be nice if they won but | am still great
mates with Karl Duguid and had a great time
at the U's so it would be good to see them
continue their good form. Maybe | should go
for a draw.”
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Having recorded a 3-0 win against Stoke City
in their last match at Layer Road, the U's
matched their tally for consecutive home
league wins picked up during their promaotion
season in 2005/6.

The side from last season went on to win
twelve games in a row in all competitions on
home territory, before the run was brought to
a halt with a 0-0 draw against struggling
Walsall in February.

Last season and this, though, goalless
draws have been something of a rarity for the
U's in front of their own supporters. In fact,
the only 0-0s in the club's first ever
Championship season came away from home
in the creditable points collected at Leicester
City and, more recently, high flying Cardiff
City.

At home, it has been a continual goalfest
and the last five home games have seen the
U's score 2, 3, 3, 5 and 3 times! In fact, in the
nine successive victories, Geraint Williams'
men have scored an average of three goals a
game to send packed Layer Road crowds
home with big smiles on their faces.

Luton have had similar good fortune in front
of goal in front of their own fans, scoring at
nearly two goals a game in their twelve home
matches to date. However, on the road, it has
been a tougher story with only eight goals
scored on their travels in the first half of the
season.

That includes a run of just two goals in their
last seven away games as the Hatters recent
form has seen themn slide into the bottom third
of the table. The four points collected at home
to Preston and Southend have stemmed the
flow, though, as 2007 approaches.

That away day scoring tally is certainly not
the worst in the division either. Southend's
blank at Kenilworth Road, along with their
recent result at Layer Road, have both
contributed to the Shrimpers scoring just
three goals in their away games to date.

Of course, goals haven't always been free
flowing away from home for the U's, but their
recent treble up at Selhurst Park have shown
that Geraint Williams’ men are starting to find

their feet on the
road as well.
If Luton are
to kick on

A
— \ THE FOOTBALL
‘q.._.‘

- LEAGUE

MANAGERIAL RECORDS

Mike Newell
Playod 160 Won 70 Drawn 40 Los! 50
F

Geraint Williams

Played 22 Won 10 Drawn 4 Lost 8 For

Av Pis/game 155 Av P1
Biggest Wn(s) Colchester 4 Shell Wed  Bigg
0 (1871042006 s) (0502005) Biggest Lo
Lieds 3 Cotchester 0 {11/11/2006) 5 Luton 0 (20102006}

MANAGER HEAD TO HEAD RECORD

Played .1 | Gerant Wiliams 0 | Mike Newell 0
Draws .1 Goals 1 | Goals 1
Player with the Player with the
most. maost.
shols shaots
Jamie Rowan
Cureton 54 Vine 55
shots on target shols on target
Jamie 0 awin 1 Rowan
Cureton 27 |0 & homa win 0 Vine 26
0 an away win 7
sholsr'::;argel 4 S celeat o snal::: ;:mal
8 a home defeat 1
Curelon 27 |5 an away teteat o Vine 29
assists 7 a score draw 14 assists
Kevin 1 ano score draw 11 Lewis
Watson 4 0  concedingagoal 0 Emanuel 4
crosses 2 :;n;ﬁ;ggﬁl g crosses
Greg 0 scoring > 1 1 Carlos
Halford 42 1 keeping a clean sheel 1 Edwards 59
fouls 1 tailing lo score 2 fouls
Chiis 2 backiobackwins 12 Aowan
Iwelumo 55 |4  Dack o back defeats 2 Vine 42
0 gaining a point 1
free-kicks-won | | losing a point p | free-kicks-won
Wayne ] win by > one 1 Leon
Brown 35 4 loss by > one 4 Bamett 33

SHARP SHOOTERS =

Colchester __ CCFC Cup Tot | Luton CCFC Cup Tot
Cniis. lwelumo 10 0 10|R Vine g 1 10
Jamie Cureton 10 0 10 | Carlos Edwards 6 0 8
Greg Haltord 3 0 3 | Dean Morgan 2 1 3

TEAM HEAD TO HEAD RECORD

Played .19 | Colcty wins 4 | Luton wins 7
Draws __ 8| Goa Jpergame) |  Goals 30 (1.6 per game)
00% 1|  Times failed o score 5 Times falled to score 3

Biggest League win at Colchester for each leam
17/12/1998 Colchester 3-0 Luton
21/0472003 Colchester 0-5 Luton

Lost
Goals For

2006
‘ ‘ ‘ 28 Goals Againsi

34 Points

Record Against Top Half of Table

W D RANK W D L FAANK
5 1 4 5 3 i 6 12
Record Against Bottom Hall of Table
w D L RANK W D L RANK
5 a4 13 4 1 5 21
Record When Scoring First
W D L RANK W D L RANK
9 1 1 7 6 2 2 16
Record Whan Conceding First

D L RANK Wi D | RANK

1 1 7 17 1 1 8 18

Match Scores

], 2:0[1], 2-1]2], 3-001). Wins: 1-0(1], 2-0[2], 2-1(2], 3-2(1).

- | 4-3{1]. 5-1[1). Losses: ~ 5-1[1]. Losses: 0-1[2], 0-2(2]. 0-3(1
01 1], 1-2{4], 1-3{1]. Draws: 0-5(1]. 1-2{2), 1-4{1], 2-3{2}, Draws.
0-0{2]. 112} 0-0{1}. 1-1]1], 2-2(2}

LUTON - TEN SEASON RECORD
647 0788 S4YB W00 DODY 0102 0203 0304 GADS D506

f FANS OF ?
EIJ.HE FUTURE

The Football League's Fans of the Future initiative
is aiming to attract the next generation of supporters
to watch live football at their local club
Find out more at www.football-league co.uk

once again when not at Kenilworth Road,
they will look to former U’s loanee Rowan
Vine to get them in gear. The striker started
the season bang in form with a run of eight in
nine games spurring him up the top
goalscorers chart but, like the team, he has
found goals a lot harder to come by in recent
weeks.

November saw him go without a goal but

he will be hoping that his recent strike against
Preston — which took him to ten for the
season - will be the spark he needs to get
going again,

In the meantime, U's forwards Jamie
Cureton and Chris lwelumo have kept scoring
and Curo will be hoping to further increase his
lead over his strike partner with goals this
afternoon.
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Football historien LEeEIGH EDWARDS selects six of the best
Luton Town sessons from 60 post-war uears.

e Brian Stein - helped Luton into the top flight in 1981/82

Gordon Turner scored 32 goals as Luton
Town won promotion to the top-flight for the
first time in 1954/55. The Hatters began with
a 3-0 victory at home to Nottingham Forest
and soared up the Second Division table with
six straight wins. Gordon Turner grabbed a
hat-trick as Luton trounced Blackburn 7-3
and they triumphed 5-1 at Nottingham
Forest. Dally Duncan's side maintained their
challenge, slamming four goals past Hull City,
Rotherham, Liverpocl and Port Vale. Tom
Aherne and Shay Dunne were ever-present
as Luton pipped Rotherham to the runners-
up slot on goal average.

Luton Town regained top-flight status after an
absence of 14 years in 1973/74. The Hatters
recovered from a 4-0 defeat at Nottingham
Forest on the opening day to hammer Carlisle
6-1, embarking on an eight-match unbeaten

run. Harry Haslam signed Alan West from
Burnley and Jimmy Husband from Everton as
Luton maintained their promation challenge.
Husband netted a hat-trick in a 3-1 victory
over rivals Orient, then leading marksman
Barry Butlin scored three in a 4-2 win aver
Preston. Alan Garner and Bobby Thomson
were ever-present and other stars included
Peter Anderson and John Ryan as Luton
finished runners-up.

David Pleat guided Luton Town to the
Second Division title in 1981/82. The Hatters
had narrowly missed promotion in the
previous two years and Tony Grealish was
swapped for Brighton's Brian Horton, They
raced to the top by winning their first three
games and hammered rivals Watford 4-1,
then Steve White scored four times in a 6-0
demolition of Grimsby, Richard Money arrived
from Liverpool and was an influential figure as

Luton were unbeaten in their last 14 matches.
Leading marksman Brian Stein, Mal Donaghy,
Kirk Stephens and Steve White were all ever-
present as Luton won the title with 88 points.

Ray Harford plotted Luton Town's 1988
Littlewoods Cup final triumph. Danny Wilson
replaced Peter Nicholas in midfield, while
Micky Weir arrived from Hibernian and Mike
Newell moved to Leicester. The Hatters won
5-2 at Oxford and lan Allinson was signed
from Stoke in October, with Luton losing just
twice in 12 matches including a 7-4 win in the
return match against Oxford, finishing ninth in
the top-flight. They defeated Wigan 5-2,
Coventry 3-1, Ipswich 1-0, Bradford City 2-0
and Oxford 3-1 in the Littlewoods Cup before
beating Arsenal 3-2 in the final. Luton were
also FA Cup semi-finalists and Simod Cup
finalists k

Steve Howard scored 24 times as Luton
Town won promaotion in 2001/02. Joe
Kinnear's side were early leaders after
winning their opening two matches and
newcomer Carl Griffiths netted a hat-trick In a
5-1 win over Torquay. Thé Hatters briefly
regained pole position after beating Darlington
5-2 in October, signing Chris Coyne from
Dundee, Jean-Louis Valois from Lille, Dean
Crowe from Stoke, Ahmet Brkovic from

Orient and Dave Bayliss from Rochdale. A run
of 12 successive wins, slamming five goals
past Halifax and Mansfield, took Luton back
to the top with two games remaining but they
finished runners-up to Plymouth,

Mike Newell managed Luton Town to the
League One title in 2004/05. The Hatters
stormed to the top of the table, winning 10 of
their first 12 games before three successive
defeats. They beat Bradford City 4-0 and
Wrexham 5-1, then Steve Howard netted a
hat-trick in a 4-1 win at MK Dons, The 1-0
victory over Port Vale in December heralded a
14 match unbeaten run and Luton bounced
back from a 3-1 defeat in the return fixture to
hammer Bristol City 5-0. Briefly displaced as
leaders by Hull, they triumphed 4-1 at Torquay
and secured proretion with

four games remaining.
Luton won the title
with a record 98
points.
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Don’t miss your goal of
going to university!

The deadline for UCAS applications is next month. This means you've
still got time to apply to the University of Essex for degrees starting in
October 2007!

Essex is one of the UK's leading academic institutions, rated seventh
nationally for teaching and tenth for research. It offers a range of exciting
undergraduate degrees in humanities, law, social science, and science
and engineering.

To find out more about undergraduate study and life at the University,
please visit our website at: www.essex.ac.uk

Our Admissions Team are always happy to answer any
questions that you have about applying to the
University of Essex, please telephone: 01206 873666,
e-mail: admit@essex.ac.uk

How gQood weas It to see the U's In sixth place after the win against
Stoke Citye? Nell Hurst

It was great to be honest. We turn the TV on in the changing room as soon as we
can to get all the results and when the table came up, it made happy reading, |
know we have shocked a few people with how well we have done so far but there
is a long way to go yet. We have had some great results, especially at home so
long may it continue.

Whenever @ supposediy big team loses af Layer Road, It always
sSeems fo be portrayed as them having @ bad day - do we get fhe
credlt our performances deserver Lee Kingston

Even though we have this great home record, we still seem to be under-estimated
by a lot of people. Harry Redknapp does his tips on a Saturday morning in the
papers and still keeps on tipping us to lose. Players that have played at a higher
level do seem to find it hard to adapt to Layer Road for some reason but we are
playing some great football. | suppose the press see these big name players as
more likely to sell newspapers so look at the game from that perspective but we will
carry on as we have done and hope the run continues.

What were Jyou saying to the linesman when he went down
Injured IN the match agalnst Stokee? Lraham Franks

| was worried about him because he looked in a lot of pain when it happened. |
went over to see if he was OK and as soon as we knew it wasn't too serious, he
pulled his hamstring, the banter started. The referee and a couple of Stoke players
joined in as well so he was getting stick from all sides before the stretcher took him
off down the tunnel. | hope he gets fit soon and is back in action before too long.

How hard Is It to get through the festive period of gomes?
Bob Jarman
Physically, it's tough but we've known it's coming up for a long time and we
certainly work hard enough on our fitness to be able to cope. It's the same every
year though and it’s the same for all the clubs so we just have to get on with it and
try and pick up as many points as possible.

We have got nearly everyone fit, Marine is the only one out, and should we get
injuries, we have ready-made replacements in every position.

How beneficlal ta the team Is If fo have two sirikers aiready In
double figures” Paul Oaren

Obviously it helps massively and Jamie and Chris have had a great first half of the
season. The good thing is that they are both hungry to score more because they
both feel that they could have scored more than the twenty-two they have scored.
They clicked straight away as a partnership when Jamie came on loan last season
and that has continued into this campaign. If we continue to create chances, we
know that the two of them will put a good percentage of them away.

Got o Question?

You can quiz Doogie for the Wolves game by sending
in your questions today! Simply e-mail in to

editor@colchesterunited.net with the posers you'd like
to see asked!




Progromme Sponsored by

restg.

business services that taste nice!

keep up o date.. www.Ccu-fc.com

Mick

taking

“The most remarkable team in the
Football League™ acclaimed one
newspaper after the U's 3-0 win in
their last home game against Stoke
City.

Slowly but surely, the football fraternity has
woken up to the incredible 2006 enjoyed by
Colchester United. But whilst some within the
camp are pleasantly surprised at how things
have gone in the past twelve months,
assistant boss Mick Harford believes that the
U's successes are fully merited.

“Am | surprised at how we've done? No,
not when | watch the lads and how they
perform in training, week in week out,” he
told U's Review.

“| think we've shown ourselves to be more
than good enough and George and myself
have trust and belief in the players to
continue to do the right things. After a tough
start, they've turned it right around.”

The halfway point of the season was
reached with the U's sitting pretty in sixth
spot and as top scorers in the league.

Despite sustained improvement over 23
league games, there remain those from
outside the Layer Road circle that expect the
lads to begin a slide down the table once
2007 gets underway.

Having completed their opening set of
fixtures against the other teams in the division
with the weekend trip to Preston, the U's now
have a measure of what else is out there in
the Championship, but what does Mick
believe will be the secret to sustaining the
current form?

‘I would say that we just need to continue
injuries and suspensions first and foremost,”
he said.

“One of the key factors for us so far has
been a lack of injuries, which has allowed us
to name a settled and successful side.
Donough and Tony have done their bit in
making sure the lads stay fit and looking after
their overall welfare.

“The players have been excellent with their

discipline as well, with only Chris Barker and
Richard Garcia picking up a suspension so
far this season.

“I think it's also important to point out the
role that George's organisational and
management skills. The players are well
versed with what he is aiming for and they
know the strengths and abilities of the
squad."

The successes so far this season have not
been the first time that Mick has been
associated with a smaller side that has been
performing beyond expectations.

Against the odds

During his playing career with Luton and
Wimbledon and during his spell with the
management team at Kenilworth Road, the
giant ex-forward saw his teams battle against
the odds to record promotions and cup wins.

And, looking back over his first six months
at Layer Road, he admits that he can see
many similarities.

“Luton came up on a low budget as did
Colchester. In both instances, the majority of
the squad has stayed together, although
Luton have since lost a few of the bigger
players.

“The team spirit and camaraderie is second
to none in the dressing room. That has
translated into effort and work rate on the
training ground.

“That team spirit is a key factor on a
matchday as well. If you go a goal down,
some teams will buckle but these boys never
give up and keep going throughout the ninety
minutes.

“Of course, that team spirit will only take
you so far and you have to have the ability to
go along with it."

Whilst the U's look set to go into 2007 in a
healthy league position, it has not been quite
50 plain sailing for Mike Newell's Hatters.

A run of defeats in recent weeks has left
them just looking over their shoulders as the
new year arrives and Mick believes it is
suitable warning to the U's squad to ensure

they keep giving their all in every match.

He added: “Luton have had a strange
second season. They started brightly but
have faded away, but when you lose the likes
of Steve Howard and Kevin Nicholls, who are
big players for them, it's hard to maintain
those high standards.

“Also, if you take your foot off the gas and
you let your standards drop, you'll face the
consequences, You've got to keep on it — any.
team can beat any team at this level. If you
take your eye off the ball and you think you've:
cracked it, it will come back and bite you,”

No doubt, today's game will bring back
memories for Mick, having enjoyed great
success on and off the pitch with the Hatters.
But, amidst the good times, which stands out
the most?

“It has to be earning my England debut
whilst at Luton,” he said.

“They weren't a big club, but myself Mike
Newell and Steiney all picked up honours at
that time, which is something special for the
manager to look beyond the biggest sides.

“It was a well run club and the spirit was

there. We were led by a really good captain in |
Steve Foster - he engendered a good spirit in 3

the dressing room.”

The match this afternoon is the penultimate
match of the year, of course, and following
the full time whistle, it will be just 48 hours
until the transfer window reopens for
January’s fiurry of activity.

With the U's flying high in the division, the
focus of the club’s movements in the opening
moenth of 2007 may have altered somewhat,
but Mick admits that there will still be some
standards that must be kept when
considering new faces.

“We are, of course, always on the look out
for players and always on the phones and
making enquiries. We only want a certain type
of lad; we look at ability and character in
equal measure.

“When the window opens, we have to be
aware that we could collect injuries over
Christmas and be ready to react.”




JOB HUNTING?
At CSS, we offer a friendly service which gets you
registered and out to work in the shortest time possible.

SEEKING STAFF?

Whatever your vacancy, be it permanent or temporary,
CSS can fill it for you in a fast and
professional manner with the minimum of fuss.

TELEPHONE: 01206 767 799

We specialise in the following areas:-

INDUSTRIAL AND WAREHOUSE
DRIVING SERVICES
BUILDING SERVICES AND CONSTRUCTION
CLERICAL AND COMMERCIAL
HOSPITALITY AND CATERING

CSS RECRUITMENT
WHERE SERVICE MATTERS

HEAD OFFICE:
Charles Leeks House, 7 Coggeshall Road, Braintree, Essex, CM7 9DB.

Email: hq@csspeople.co.uk or visit www.csspeople.co.uk
OFFICES IN COLCHESTER, BRAINTREE, STOCKPORT, LONDON - ESTABLISHED IN 1994

Typical. After half a dozen away games I've
seen with little return despite some decent
performances (just the two draws against
Leicester and Norwich), | can’t go to Palace
and what happens? For the love of god. To
make things worse | am now banned from
attending further games by my mates for the
foreseeable. Evidently, | am the curse. Thanks
fellas.

Still, back home and we send Stoke to the
(car) cleaners. It was interesting to see that
publicly, boss Tony Pulis is backing Lee
naving a bit of a dig at our Kem
at the same time. Privately, | should imagine
he might be treating it rather differently.
Whatever Hendrie said, an out of sorts Kem
from the first half was replaced by a midfield
demon after the break as we took a grip on
the game and really squeezed (the) Stoke
(sponge) dry.

As the January transfer window
'rlpl}rl'lﬁﬁ"lh‘!'i, more and more rumours are
appearing over the future of Greg Halford. By
all accounts, if Peter Taylor is still in charge of
the England U21s Greg will be involved in the
et together for the game against Spain
in February. Apparently Pompey boss ‘Arn
Redknapp has denied any interest in our man
—which | guess he'll be putting a bid in on
the stroke of midnight

Arry

But of course he is not the only Premiership
suitor, with Sheffield United and Manchester
City also rumoured to be tracking the mighty
U's mighty full back. Breaking news...looks
like we can add Reading to the list. With
every interested club, hopefully the price goes
up by a few more pennies. Time will tell if
anything happens.

It would appear that choice is up to George
Williams. Tactically astute, media savwvy and
honest to the core, W...G (Wiliams is God) is
understandably becoming quite the cult hero
amongst U's fans. A bit of a cult hera en
mass to be honest. George recently
addressed the media on the issue of
transfers, claiming no-one need be going
anywhere, unless its good for both club and
player

Of greater interest to U's fans will be the
possible interest in strengthening the squad.
Will our new chairman be flexing his financial
muscle at all?

If some reports are to be believed, Stan
Collymore has been training with the U's in
recent weeks. Not sure we want to be

Progromme Sponsored by

® Greg Halford - hot property?

dogged by those sorts of rumours, but there
you go.

Having said all that, the key has got to be
keeping the current squad together. | think
everyone would agree that Chris Barker
would be a welcome addition to the squad
on a permanent basis.

I've heard nothing but good things from U's
fans about him. What you see is what you get
— consistency, competence and commitment

There are plenty of players that could do
with new contracts being placed in front of
them.

But as we all know, the club quite rightly
keeps this sort of news out of the press if it
possibly can.

Either way, its never dull following the U's.
Sixty years ago, six years ago, six months
ago who would have thought we would find

ourselves where we are now.

Today's game against Luton will be rather
tricky. For one thing, coming from Kenilworth
Road they will not be intimidated by the plush
surroundings of Layer Road. Either way the
game goes, it won't stop us enjoying these
golden times.

| do think | should begrudgingly issue a
word or two of respect in the direction of
Wycombe, Fair play to them, as they reach
another cup semi-final. Still, after their FA Cup
exploits of a few years back, they missed out
on promotion before picking up a nice little
relegation. United in the Premiership,
Wycombe in the
Conference?

Merry Christmas
everyone!
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US views

with the U's stepping Into the Champlonship for the
first time In thelr history, we will continue to ask U's
supporters to come up with more of thelr views...

In this week's letters page, we have fans’
views on the team’s recent form, which has
lifted them up to sixth in the Championship.

Over the rest of this season, we will again
be looking for regular letter writers to
contribute to this page and discuss the hot
topics of the moment,

So, if you want to see your name in the
award winning matchday magazine in the
next few months, you can contact us at
editor@colchesterunited.net or by writing to
us at the following address:-

U's Views,

Media Department,

Colchester United Football Club,
Layer Road, Colchester,

Essex CO2 7JJ

A lot to learne
The U's may have been motoring up the
Championship table in recent weeks, but
thanks to one of the Layer Road side's
sponsors, the club's staff members are also
getting moving in 2007.
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Bensans Intensive Driving School, who
have been matchday magazine advertisers
since the start of 2006, have been busy
educating two members of the club’s
backroom team to get them ready for life on
the road.

Media Manager Matt Hudson and Tickat
Office assistant Emma Wythe have both
taken advantage of Benson's intensive driving
lessons over the past few months — with
Emma passing her test just last week, thanks
to the work of instructor Steve Hammond.

And, as an early Christmas present — and
as an offer that runs for the rest of the 2006/7
season, Steve has created a special deal for
U’s fans looking to pass their driving test.

You can book up your lessons at the
following rates:- :

Two hour assessment £30
10 Hours: £205 ® 20 Hours: £410

.S\Tveeta
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Toc!au S Mascots..

Name: Adam Simmons

Age: 11

From: Braiswick

Hobbies: Football and computer games
Favourite U's Player: Karl Duguid

Name: Joe Mascot

Age: 11

From: Chelmsiord

Hobbies: Basketball, Mini Moto racing,
fishing and Essex Dance Theatre
Favourite U’s Player: Pat Baldwin

Y Name: Joshua Mauger

Age: 5
From: Lexden
Hobbies: Football, all sports and music

8 Favounite U's Player: Chris lwelumo and

Jamie Cureton
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pUNoer fons, especially those lads
who provided sa many special

promotion push.

But who did our players admire when they were
* growing up? Which player did they pretend to
- be during their playground kickabouts? We'll be
* " talking to each of the lads and next up is U's
s % long-serving skipper Karl Duguid...

coscmeTes

who Is your heraP
Paul Gascoigne

When did he first come
to your attention?

When he signed for Spurs in 1988. | was a
- Spurs fan so my hero was always going to be a
“Tottenham player and he was the best one by
far. In fact, he was probably the best player in

the world by the time the World Cup came

around in 1990.

Has he Influenced
your own game at all?

| really like to enjoy my football and that was

something that made me love Gazza. He played
with a smile on his face and off the pitch,

seemed to always be larking about, something

the lads will say | do. He was far more skilful

than me and played in a different position so

there's not much comparison there.

Young drivers spill

more blood than any

Have you ever seen
nim play ver
Yes, a few times and it was always so much
better than watching him on TV. His movement
off the ball was fantastic and he was always
eager to be on the ball, influencing the match.

PUT A GALLON =2,
IN ME, ALAN o

(NEVER, NEVER, NEVER GONNA SPEED AGAIN...) Take it easy if you're

IF ou got ta meet yaur hero, what
would be the first
NG you asked?

behmd the Wheel I'd ask him if he would come down to training
. with me and meet the lads. I'm sure he could

iumght. still teach us a trick or two.

THE ESSEX Did you have any

(I DO N heroes outside of football?

S B s Slow Down Not that | can remember. Football was all | was

) g R really interested in so | never knew any other
. www.essexsafetycameras.co.uk Image courtesy of RCPA. www.rcpa.edu.au sportsmen or women.
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Coing info & new phoase of your life
con take time on occasions but
now aNnd again, things happen
unexpectedly ond that Nnew phase
s upon Youw before Wou envisioned it

heppening.

That certainly seems to be the case for
former U's defender and captain, Sco
Fitzgerald. As his playing career \
coming to an end, Scott had decided to
start the knowledge as he looked to a
future away from football and onto the

He was still a player at Brentford
that time, with Martin Allen as
and it was Martin who persuadec
that his ‘knowledge' lay
management and not in drivi 5,
Scott was duly installed as the U15s
manager at Griffin Par
them on two evenings a week and o
Sunday morning. Not long after starting,
the position of Brentford Youth Team
Manager came up and once again, Allen
showed his faith in the elegant centre
half and immediately g Scott the job.
Fast forward a year or so and after
spending the last month as caretaker

manager following Leroy Rosenior's
dismissal, Scott was last Thursday

announc
Brentford. Ros
relegation zone and Scott admitted that
his priority is to make sure that he does
all he can to prese One status
come the end of th

the new manager of

managerial care g
than he could have ever i

“With only eight
coaching kids b
that has come s
thought. Martin Allen liter:
to take on the U1 S g
enjoy it mare than The Knowledge
because | should stay in the game, Then
the youth team job ne up, which |
was offered and accepted immediately. |
had an idea in r d that | would b
in charge of t outh team learning my
trade for thr r four years before |
needed to think about my next step in
management. As soon as | started with
the U15s, | realised Martin was right and
| loved every minute of it. | knew then
that | did want to become a league
manager but it has happened a lot
sooner due to circumstances at the

with the position we
>cupy in the league, keeping
us up is the remit that | have been
instructed to work to. | had a tough first
couple of games when | became
caretaker manager and they didn't go as

| wanted them to but the last two
matches has seen an improvement in
the performances. It looks like the
players have suddenly realised that they
are in a fight and want to do something
about it."

When asked about how he found out
he had the job, Scott replied: “I was the
caretaker boss for a couple of games
and was then invited to interview for the
job on a permanent basis. | was then
invited back for a second interview last
Monday night and was told | was down
to the last two for the job. Then on
Tuesday night, | was told that | would be
getting the job so it was a bit of a long
drawn out process.”

“Having watched a lot of the games
this season, | know which players | think
have the bottle for a relegation battle and
mare importantly, which ones haven't. |
have now got the Christmas games to
look at all the players before the transfer
window opens at the beginning of
January. As | said, staying up is my
priority and then we can reassess things
in the summer, hopefully still planning for
another season in League One.”

After talking about the plans he has for
the club in the next six months or so,
Scott went on to talk about the
managers he has worked under and
what he will take from them ¢
embarks on his own managerial ¢
He insisted that it isn't just the good
ones he worked with that he will use

| have
s that | want to
that, there are
never do that |
saw
0 eye with."
The truth of the matter is that | was
/ in my time with Colchester United,
in terms of the people | worked under in
my time there. | had three managers,
Steve Whitton, Phil Parkinson and
Geraint Williams and | can honestly say
that all three of them had ideas that |
liked and as with everything, | will use
them to a degree and put some of my
own ideas in the mix as well. | am really
looking forward to taking on this
challenge and will do everything | can to
make a success of it."

It appears that life at Layer Road provides a gc
grounding for players to go on into management

In the past fifteen years, a host of former U's have
gone on to be managers or coaches following a time
at Layer Road - including some who have taken the
hotseat at Colchester United itself!

Left Colchester as a player: 1996

Since then: An illustrious spell with Charlton was
followed by shorter visits to Aston Villa and Walsall
and Mark’s fledgling steps into management were
taken during his time with the Saddlers. He looked
after the reserves at the Bescot Stadium, before
returning to Charlton in the past few weeks to take a
position in the Addicks' coaching staff.

Left Colchester as a player: 1998

Since then: Having hung up his playing boots, Whitts
moved into management by becoming Mick
Wadsworth's assistant before taking on the hotseat
himself. A four year spell in charge of the U's saw him
sustain League One football, before being sacked in

2003

Left Colchester as a player: 1999

Since then: A return to Exeter followed his departure
from Layer Road and, after a brief spell at Tiverton,
he returned to St James' Park to join the managerial
team at City. He is still playing — and scoring goals.

Left Colchester as a player: 2000

Since then: Following number two spells under Steve
Whitton and Phil Parkinson, George was

manager in his own right earlier this year

steps in management have been hus

and he leads the U’s into 2007 in a very healthy state

Left Colchester as a player: 2000

Since then: Richard has stayed local and has enjoyed
plenty of success in non-league circles whilst in
charge of Bury Town in Suffolk. Where he has
enjoyed plenty of FA Vase success

Left Colchester as a player: 2003
Since then: Like Richard Wilkins, Micky ventured into
Suffolk for his first taste of management. He took the
reins at Woodbridge Town, who have often provided
the U's with pre-season opposition.

Left Colchester as a player: 2005

Since then: Whilst playing at non-league Gravesend,
Bobby enjoyed some coaching responsibilities both
with soccer schools and at Cr | Palace. He is
currently enjoying a coaching role with Bromiley.
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looking back...

The good people ot the East Anglion Dally Times take a look back over
the past 20 years of U's action..

S YEARS AGO

The U's have not been doing themselves
justice on their visits to the Potteries this
season, Hammered 3-0 at Stoke City last
September, they leaked three more goals on
their way to a 3-1 defeat at Port Vale on
Saturday, December 29, 2001.

It was a repeat score-line from the same
fixture last season, so United will at least be
relieved that their visits to the Potteries are
over for another campaign.

lan Armstrong, Stephen Rowland and
Stephen Brooker all scored to inflict a first
defeat of December on the U's, who replied
through an injury-time consolation goal from
Karl Duguid.

Only relegation-threatened Wrexham and
Cambridge have conceded more away goals
than Steve Whitton's men, which has
hampered their chances of getting near the
Division Two play-off zone.

“Port Vale are a very physical side,
especially at the back, and we didn't cope
with that in the first-half,” admitted Whitton.

10 YEARS ALD
Mid-table Colchester United are the draw
specialists of the Football League!

That was confirmed by another draw, this
time at Brighton in a 1-1 draw on Boxing Day,
1996.

Steve Wignall's men clocked up their 13th
stalemate of the season on what was their
last ever visit to Brighton's Goldstone Ground.
The sorry Seagualls, who were rock bottom
of Division Three, were still without a
guaranteed home for next season after the
sale of their 96-year-old stadium.

On current form, they look good bets for a
drop into the Conference. They had managed
just 15 points from their first 25 league
games, leaving them seven points adrift of
second-from-bottem Darlington and eight
behind Hereford.

As it was to turn out, Brighton stayed up in
dramatic fashion on the final day of the
season, at the expense of Hereford.

U's assistant manager Steve Whitton broke
the deadlock in the 15th minute when firing
home a free-kick, but the Sussex side netted
an equaliser through Denny Mundee's 34th
minute penalty, after Paul Buckle had bundled
over veteran striker lan Baird.

“| think we must be going for a world record

@ Steve Wignall — the draw specialist

for the number of drawn games in a season,”

admitted manager Wignall.

=0 YEARS ALO
The U's lost their East Anglian derby clash at
home to Cambridge United, suffering a 2-1
defeat on December 26, 1986.

Simon Lowe was the lone scorer for Mike
Walker's men in front of a crowd of 3,376.

Just a day later and the U's lost again, this
time 1-0 at Aldershot.

December was also the time that Richard
Wilkins made his first appearances for the
club, following his move from Haverhill
Rovers. He played
against both
Cambridge and
Aldershot.
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Listen up! These are the good times

With regular scribe carbondioxide away on Christmas hols, Viral Foorball writer Matt Calmus steps up
o the plate for his U's Review debut. He reflects on the season so for...

‘Against all odds' has become a bit of a
mantra during this festive season in Essex.
Not least because U's fans wake up to fresh
league standings believing that Christrmas
really is every day.

It is also the title given to the club’s 2005/06
Season Review, where Colchester have spent
the past year defying bookmakers' - and their
own - expectations. More than a marketing
tool, the phrase shows that winning has
become a habit at Layer Road; so much so,
that the ‘p word" might even be banned on
matchdays.

Dwelling now on a possible Premiership
promotion might be too soon for most right-
thinking fans and it would, in the event, be
too premature for the FA, whase regulations
waould prevent the current stadium from
gracing the top-flight.

A ground share with some fierce rival
(Southend or Ipswich) would then be on the
agenda instead, which brings on the kind of
nausea you can get from seeing United so
high up the table.

The Championship is like a giant version of
snakes and ladders, and Colchester can be
thankful that the fate has landed them on
more of the latter so far. If the form book in
2007 goes on to mirror the first half of this
season, pondering life in the Premiership will
soon become more of a legitimate pastime,
Having said that, the priority remains to avoid
relegation, achievable (on average) once the
48-paint barrier is broken.

Drama

This campaign is developing in an aptly
pantomimic fashion, as football's unscripted
drama again mocks those employed to pen
exciting stories for a living. Is it a sign of the
times in East Anglia that we fret about how
high we will finish in a season, or whether we
will leap from Cloud Nine, to Cloud Cuckoo
Farm, in time for promation?

Truthfully, those words shouldn't even be on
the page as we prepare to face Luton Town.
Today's opposition, have more pressing
issues to contend with - such as their patchy
form. United, in this era of the turbulent take-
over, ought to be proud of their status as a
community club, where passion and pride on
the terraces clearly translate out onto the
field.

Is this fortune more than just fate at work?
The saying goes that you make your own
luck, and certainly any potential reservations
of last summer have materialised as unlikely
positives. The ground has evolved into a
fortress, and a small squad have grown into a
dedicated bunch of revolutionaries.

® Take it all in...

Our novice manager is also a damn sight
better than anybody would have guessed. On
that note, the best conspiracy theory around
is that Geraint Wiliams was actually the
brains behind the Phil Parkinson operation all
along.

Whatever the reason, the point - in case
you hadn't noticed yet — is that these are the
good times.Considering the bigger picture
might be fun for a while, but not if it obscures
the view of what we already have.

Yes, the perennial nature of the beautiful

game always demands us to look ahead, but
for the moment, those words on a very
popular DVD cover should resound around
the county.

‘Against all odds’ is neither an epitaph of
times past, nor a menacing apparition of
things to come, It represents something
stronger: - an
appreciation of
events as they are
unfolding in the
here and now.
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wWhen the U's plauers all agreed tao have heir heads shoaved fo ralse money for

the Teenage Cancer Trust, few of fhem could have imagined Just how much the
fundralsing quest would grab the Imagination of the Footfballing public.

It is only now a month since the players'
idea to raise funds in memory of 14-year-old
U’s fan Emily Begg, who sadly passed away
after a battle with leukaemia. But already, a
whole host of activities have been spawned
by Colchester United fans eager to get
involved and back their heroes in a very
worthwhile cause.

This afternoon’s game sees the cornerstone
of the fundraising mission, the U's Charity
Single, available for sale for the vary first time.

We have sellers around the ground with the
hugely anticipated CD, which includes two
tracks recorded by the players along with
local punk bands Special Duties and Koopa.

The CD also includes a special video of the
Stand Up For Col U performance by Geraint
Wiliams' squad and every penny raised from
each purchase will go to the Teenage Cancer
Trust thanks to the generosity of one local
business.

Colchester based printing firm Palladian
Press stepped in to help with the costs of
pressing the CD, meaning that each one sold
represents profits for the cancer charity.

Paul Douglas, managing director of the firm
who scooped the Growing Business of the
Year in the Colchester & District Business
Awards in 2006, set up Palladian Press
Records to get Up The U's/Stand Up For Col
U up and running and admitted he was
delighted to be involved.

He told W's Review: "All of us at Palladian
Press were deeply touched by Emily's
passing and we felt that we would like to
contribute in some small way to the very
significant and worthwhile fundraising
campaign launched in aid of the Teenage
Cancer Trust. If in some way, the monies
raised can help improve other children's
quality of life, then it will undoubtedly have
been a huge success.

“It literally has been a team game and we
have taken great pride in witnessing the
wonderful contribution that everyone from the
first team squad, to the bands and
technicians have made.

“The people of Colchester should be proud
that they have contributed and produced
something of such amazing quality and
professionalism,”

And it appears that the people of
Colchester ARE very proud of what their
town's football team, as a host of local people
have rushed to get behind the quest to raise
as much as possible in the memory of a
fellow supporter.

As soon as the players’ intentions for the
rest of the season were made clear, a real
community element to the fundraising
became clear as people of all ages and
backgrounds offered up their help to add to
the growing pot of money contributed by

Colchester United to the Teenage Cancer
Trust.

Several potential events are currently being
discussed on the U's official messageboard
and, such is the weight of ideas that are
being bandied around, a special section has
had to be created for supporters to keep tabs
on what is planned.

The Mercury Theatre have very kindly
donated eight tickets for this year's
pantomime and fans can bid on eBay for the
chance fo attend Jack and the Beanstalk with
one of their favourite players.

Meanwhile, race nights and poker nights
are also on the agenda and one fan is even
intending to hitch hike across Europe 1o do
his bit for the overall cause.

Ed Aitken and friends will be leaving from
London on Saturday, March 24th in an
attempt to hitch hike to Budapest on a limited
budget. It may seem like a tough task, but
he's ready for action.

Whilst Ed’s boys will be making a lengthy
trip, another group of Colchester United
followers will be making a shorter - but still
pretty arduous — journey in early April 2007,

Fans are currently signing up for a Layer
Road to Roots Hall bike ride, with the
travelling party looking to arrive in South
Essex for the return leg of this year's Essex
Derby double header.

The journey is just over 40 miles, and
coordinator Lea Finch is crossing her fingers
that plenty of people will join in the ride to
make it a day to remember, hopefully
returning from the other end of the county
with another useful three points!

Those fans may be braving the elements
next Spring, but one fan is being brave
enough to put himself at the mercy of his
fellow supporters as he looks for an idea to
raise funds for the charity.

Luke Ealden is open to suggestions as to
how best he could contribute to the
groundswell of support for the fundraising
and has convinced his bosses to do their bit
as well.

Luke works at HSBC Bank and the
management there have very kindly offered to
double up any money that Luke raises up to
a total of £500.

He said: *1 have decided that | am going to
undertake a sponsored event, but I'm not
sure what | am going to do yet! | have had
some suggestions and am looking for maore.
My employers HSBC will match £500 of
donations so am looking to raise at least
£1,000 for the cause.

“| am very lucky that | have not had anyone
close to me suffer in this way. And there are
so many needy charities that we could all

look to help. | guess its like Wayne Brown
says, we should not forget how lucky the rest
of us are.

“To be able to help children like Emily Begg
enjoy life despite this terrible ilness, at such a
young age, for me is a privilege."

The fundraising mission is due to last all
season, so it's not too late for you to get
involved. Whether you want to organise your
own event or contribute or come along to
one that's already being put together, every
single penny along the way will be welcome.

For example, two U's fans have very kindly
donated signed shirts from their collections to
be auctioned off. Dean Third has given up a
Joe Dunne shirt from te current youth team
boss' final season as a player, whilst CUSA
Secretary Jeanette Westlake has handed over
a Micky Stockwell shirt for fellow supporters
to bid on,

The CUSA will also very kindly make a
donation to the fund at this afternoon’s game,
with members of the committee handing over
a chegue to be added to the ever growing
total.

The online donation page has already
smashed through the £1,000 barrier and
thousands more look set to be raised in the
coming months,

And the Teenage Cancer Trust are
understandably delighted with how things are
going. Simon Davies, CEO of the Trust, said:
“We cannot thank the boys enough for
everything they are doing for TCT In memery
of Emily. It is a great honour to be working
with the club and their enthusiasm and
motivation would make Emily proud. To have
both the team and its fans behind the charity:
is fantastic as is the response Colchester
United has already prompted.

“The charity single and other fundraising
initiatives will help raise vital funds which will
greatly benefit the many young cancer
patients that we try to help, and also assist us
in our work in establishing teenage cancer
units throughout the country. These units are
dedicated areas for teenage patients,
designed to provide an environment that is
conducive to recovery and TCT believes that
every teenager with cancer in the UK should
have access to one.

“To date TCT has built 7 units; London,
Leeds, Manchester, Birmingham, Sheffield,
Liverpool and Newcastle but we need 22.

“Colchester United's fundraising will help
TCT achieve this goal - without people like
you, teenagers with cancer across the UK
would not get the help they need and
deserve. Many thanks
once again for your
support; we
couldn't do it
without youl”
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TOPNOTCH COLCHESTER IS SITUATED AT UNIT 2, PHOENIX SQUARE

Once again, it has been a quiet time in
the treatment room, which is obviously
a good thing for the management team,
as it gives them opportunities to change
things around if need be during what is
always a busy time during the fixture
calendar.

As | mentioned in my set of notes for
the Hull City game three weeks ago,
there are many factors that we have to
take into account during the Christmas
and New Year period, with so many
games to contend with.

The days between matches are
recovery days more than out and out
training days, although there is of
course some tactical work involved as
we consider the threats of our next
opponents and the best ways to get the
right results.

We want to make sure we get the
players recovery correct and it is also a
case of striking the balance between
allowing the players proper time with
their families and making sure that they
rest right and eat right during a busy
time.

This time of year, with the changeable
weather, the players are also susceptible
to illness, so we keep a close eye on
them to make sure that they avoid too
many colds or other such viruses

Greg Halford (below) missed a couple
of days training last week with iliness,
but was back in the fold by Thursday to
join in with the rest of the lads in
preparation for their visit to Preston at
the weekend.

Overall though, it has been relatively

trouble free in the treatment room of
late, with Aidan Davison coming
back into the squad for the recent
home win against Stoke City.

Aidan pulled a chest muscle
during the 3-0 win over our Essex
rivals Southend United and he
subsequently missed the next
couple of games, with Dean
Gerken proving a very able
replacement.

Qur more senior keeper was
soon back in training though,
and returned to the matchday
squad for the game against
Stoke City and will no doulbt
be keeping Deano on his toes.

It was a quiet afternoon for
me in the Stoke match, and |
really only had to come onto
the pitch a couple of times —
one of which wasn't even for
one of our players!

As you will have seen, the
linesman was struggling
midway through the first half
and it looks like he's damaged
his hamstring. It will probably
keep him out of action for
about a month, which is a
shorter time than if a player did
it. That might seem surprising,
but that recovery time is
shorter because he will need
to use it less intensively than a
player would in a match
situation,

Tony Flynn




Eexile: Mike Jackson, Birmingham

Where are you based and haw long
have you been living fheres

| live in Edgbaston, Birmingham, right next to
the cricket ground. | have lived here for ten
years, having moved from Essex to start a
new job. | have lived here for so long that |
am starting, apparently to get a Brummie
accent, which is not good.

How did you come o support the U's?
| was born in Colchester, and lived for
eighteen years in Shrub End Road, next door
to the Leather Bottle public house. Without
wishing to name drop, my dad used to be
Chairman of Colchester United in the 1970's
as well as a director in the late 80s and early
90s in the Conference days.

He took me to the games when | was a
child. In my teenage years | had a mate who_
lived down the road who | went to the games
with. | was a regular at every home game, and
used to switch end at half time depending on
which way the U's were kicking. | went from
sitting in the Director's Box to being a "stand
behind the goal* fan. Now living here, | get to
Layer Road occasionally, but can generally be
seen at the away end of our competitors
wherever we play.

this feature, we talk 1'0 tﬂ? rn-::nu exled 5U|:|p0r1'EI'E- ﬂ'\dl' 11‘1|.=' l:lub hd'.'a and find out whar
reaction theu get to supporting Colchester United in onother footballing stronghold.

How often do you get back to
Layer Road ond are Jou such o
football buff that you also watch
wyour hame rown feams?

| get to Layer Road about five times a
season, but only missed four away games
last season. All my mates are Birmingham
City fans, and | have been dragged along to
the occasional game, although to be honest,
| don't have any interest in them really, When
they were in the Premiership, | went to see
them play the high profile teams, and before
that, | did go to see them play Ipswich, and
for that game, | was a Birmingham fan!

Abuse, Indifference or respect for
wearing your shirt?
My car has three Colchester United stickers
in the window, and recently | have been
getting the odd comment from people at
traffic lights. One guy wound down his
window and said in a very strong Brummie
accent, "l never thought I'd see the day when
we played the likes of you in a league match!"
My mates used to tears shreds into me
about supporting a team they'd never really
heard of, but that all changed by Christmas
last season when they started to take notice
that both teams might actually be playing in
the same league the following season.

- BIRMINGHAM CITY F.C.
< SUPERSTORE
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What was he Iocal reaction to the
U's getting Info the Champlonship
last May?

Well the local reaction has been one of
respect to be honest. That a club of our size,
and ground, (why does everyone go on about
our ground?) could beat the likes of Forest
and Swansea into a promotion place. Most of
my mates became Colchester fans on the
day of the Yeovil away game, and kept
texting me with updates from Radio 5 live,
even though | was glued to BBC Essex on
the internet.

It was also my birthday that day, and so the
U's gave me the best present | have ever
had.

Best conversation from a local
whillst you've been wearing your
colourse :

Best conversation came at last season’s
triumph at Sheffield United in the FA Cup. As
| tend to go to the games on my own, | was
quietly shuffing away to my car feeling very
pleased with the day's result, and one man
who was with his mates, saw my shirt under
my coat and came up to me to say "I bet
that was like winning the Cup Final to you
wasn't it?"

To his dismay, | replied: "No mate, our cup
final will come when we play Chelsea at
Stamford Bridge!"

Obviously | had no idea that we WOULD
actually get Chelsea away two rounds later. |
bet that man was sitting at home thinking |
must have been a fortune teller or something

Want to be Invohed?
We are still looking for applications for this
piece. All you need to do is answer the
questions above and e-mail them to
editor@colchesterunited.net along with a
picture of you in your U's shirt outside a
significant local landmark (i.e. the ground of
that town's team, a ‘Welcome To..." sign or
something like a cathedral or notable featun
of the town/city).

This needs to be a hi-resolution digital
image if possible.

Good luck!

W Wickes CHAMPIONSHIP

OFFICIAL HOME IMPROVEMENT PARTNER

179 Wickes stores nationwide. Find your local Wickes store call 0800 321 004.
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welcome back for today's matech and | hope everyone has recovered from thelr
L L celebrations yesterdauyl
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- y 5 and QPR took advantage as we tired. They
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rT then equalised with a ninetieth minute penalty.
Ao \_ ./ \ =/ It was disappointing to concede an equaliser
at the death but on refiection of the whole
Curtis Haunes-Brown Aorun Best game, a draw was probably the fairest result
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A2 1BGLecarning

Your Route to Success

» Computer Courses (For all ages, all levels)
« Apprenticeships and NVQ’s for 16-24 year olds

» Numeracy & Literacy National Test
(Equivalent to GCSE Level English and Maths)

« Entry to Employment (eze)
(Aged 16 to 18 looking to improve your skills and gain employment)

Day, evening & weekend courses available

We are an authorised learndirect centre

promise to bring you up to date with our FA

Youth Cup match at Premiership Aston Villa. |
wish | hadn't promised you that because the
game didn't go how we wanted and it was a
quiet bus journey back home after the match.

We felt that on the night, we let ourselves
down and the way we lost the game was
more frustrating than the fact that we lost. We
didn't do ourselves justice on the big stage at
a time when things have been going very well
for us in the league and we missed an
opportunity to show what we can do. | was
pleased for Stephen Opoka, whose goal was
good enough to grace an amazing arena like
Villa Park, and | must also congratulate one of
our U16s, Russell Malton, who did very well
when | put him on as a substitute.

We left Villa Park with some poor memories
of what should have been a memorable night
for us and we will remember the night for only
bad reasons in the future, Lessons will be
leant by everyone, and | include all the staff

came away with a lot of credit as they
completed their third game in five days.

They certainly needed their Christmas break
after that and with no match now until
January 6th, they can recharge their batteries
ready to do battle in the second half of the
season.

Happy Christmas.

Joe Dunne

Pol uth (H)

Sat 9th
Sat 16th

Sat 6th
Sat 1

U's kit by e-mailing
Jason or Julie of
commercial@

that travelled in that statement, and a
response was needed as we prepared to take
fellow front-runners QPR last weekend, It was
in fact a top of the table clash so it wasn't a

Clacton:

01255 430053

103-105 Carnarvon Road,
Clacton on Sea, CO15 6QA

Colchester:

01206 366341

Portal House, 27 Southway,
Colchester, CO2 7BA

colchesterunited.
net or calling
them on OI206
7I5306.

=

in partnership with

Colchester /.
Institute &

www.tbglearning.com

We are an Equal Opportunities Organisation
Eligibility rules apply. A £10.00 administration fee may apply.

€ Learndirect

game that any of our players could be feeling
sorry for themselves.

We raced into a two-goal lead In a first half
that we played some excellent football in,
which was pleasing on what was a very
difficult pitch. The first goal was an own goal,

@ Stephen Opoka - great goal at Villa Park
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Since our last set of Nnotes we have played our final game of the
uear awad ot Norwich City, @ game that was arranged Iin order for
us to give our UlSs players some much Nneeded goame fime.

The first fixture was an away game against
So far this season, their match time has been
limited because the U16s take preference as
we make decisions on who progresses into
the youth team full time.

We also used the game to have a look at a
number of triallists who have either been
training with us or have been recommended
to us.

We also played our U14s goalkeeper who
has been doing very well to see if he could
move up another level although he is still only
12 years old!

Because of the make up of the side, we do
not expect the boys to be as fiuent as if we
were playing all the contracted players so we
emphasise that communication and
organisation are key aspects of the game to
help the boys get as much from the game as
possible.

Stronger

Norwich fielded a side made up of U156s
contracted players and triallists as well as one
or two U16s triallists so had a stronger
presence on the field. We made a poor start
when a lack of communication led to.a 1 v1
that our keeper did well to block but the
rebound looped up into the net to give
Norwich the lead.

The remainder of the half saw Norwich have
a majority of the possession with us having
only counter attack chances. We had a
couple of shots to show for our meagre
possession but Norwich made the most of
their superior possession to come in leading
4-0 at the break,

We sometimes learn more about our
players when things are not going well as
they have to stand up and be counted and
we see those that are prepared to keep
going. We want them to try
to do the things we ask of
them even when they are
getting beaten and one or
two of our contracted

they were still hungry to play with things not
going according to plan.

The second period followed a very similar
pattern to the first with Norwich dominating
possession and us having to rely on some
breakaway attacks. We only managed a few
of these breaks after half time and rarely
troubled their goalkeeper as Norwich ran out
8-0 winners.

We always look for positives in all matches
and we were pleased with the performances
of James Eales, Bradley Hamilton and Kyelan
Marvell, all of who are current contracted
plavers. The contribution of one of our
triallists Michael Smith was more than good
enough In the time he was on for us to invite
him back in the New Year and the
performance of our young goalkeeper was to
be commended.

The boys now go into the Christmas break
looking forward to starting again in the New
Year but also with a word of warning not to
over indulge as they are expected to look
after themselves to come back ready to play
again.

Good luck to the first team today

Danny King

"We sometimes learn more about
our players when things are Nnot
going well as they have to stand
up and be counted and we see
those that are prepared fo keep

going.”

Cenfre of &excellence

Hoving been born In Luton oand watching Mick Harford, Mike
Newell ond Brain Steln score 0 many goals for Luton a5 a young
season ticket holder, today adds more Interest fo the game for mel

Naturally | want Luton to be successful,
however | certainly want Col U to continue
their fine home form and bank another three
points this afternoon!

In the development of young players, it is
natural to want them to all progress as you
build up friendships with the players you
coach and support, however it's no secret
that not all the players can progress.

It is therefore impartant not to get too
emationally attached and believe that
everything they do is great but we have to
take a step back and identify the truth. As
coaches, we believe in our players to
demonstrate a range of aspects, which we
support them in so they can carry them out
independently.

This however needs to be tested frequently
to ensure the player can carry these out, or to
be assisted for improvement.

Decisions

At Colchester, we encourage the players to
make decisions for themselves and question
them in a way for the players to think about
their actions and this also happens with our
coaches too.

It is natural for our coaches to think that
what they have in their squads is good,
especially if they have a great rapport with the
players

The test comes, when decisions need to be
made. It will not just be the comments from
the coach that decides further progression, or
possible release.

It will be action of the player, who has been
continually monitored over the months beth in
training and fixtures. Our coaches are
provided with information on how to
challenge our players through our coaching
syllabus.

As the Centre Development Officer, |

= A J.C. Contractors Lt

01206 273689

01206 273690

www.ajccontractors.co.uk
Proud Sponsors of the Colchester United FC. Centre of Excellence

question all our coaches regularly on why
they state what they state. Why? | need to
understand the reasoning behind their
comments.

| need to identify what they are trying to
achieve and how it fits in with the
performances identified by the player.

| believe that coaches can be blinkered
when it comes to debating their own team,
but will openly discuss other teams. The
teling point comes when people ask
questions about their own team and how
they respond to the comments and how they
will enhance aspects highlighted for
improvement.

Constructive criticism is welcomed and
although there are people that see this as
negative, it actually is positive. It makes you
think and helps you to make a decision to
enhance.

Negative

If problems are being identified and you do
not listen and take on board the criticism to
assist you, that is negative.

It's true to say no-one likes being told an
aspect, which we think is ok, is not ok and
needs improving. The reaction of this is
important and will go a long way to making
other decisions.

We all believe that Colchester United is
progressing ever so well, but no-one at the
club thinks we've cracked the big-time of the
Championship. We will continue to identify
areas for improvement, and continue working
on our strengths because that's how hungry
we are for more success!

Remember the future is bright - the future is
with Col U!

Enjoy the game and continue your great
vocal support!

Marc Tracy

uUIS's Tables
Soutrh East Conference

PAW D L F AGd Pt
| 414
Queens Park Rangers 10
Wycombe Wanderers 10
Gillingham 10
Luton Town 9
Brighton & Hove Albion 9
Rushden & Diamonds 10
Southend United 10
Brentford 10
Northampton Town 10
Leyton Orient 10
Portsmouth 10

2012 820
12 5 T8
32119 217
31610 616
210 9 115
41320 -7 14
41615 112
4 913 -410
51318-5 9
7 716-9 7
8 717-10 4
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FA Youth Allence Cup Group Three
Pd DLFAGdPt

Swindon Town 2 012 4 B14
olchester United 6 4 1 114

Oxford United 6 2./812

Gillingham 6 3 710~

Brighton & HA 6 4 911 -

AFC Bournemouth 6 31212

Southend United 6 2 '3 §11-8

Coming Up...

Northampton Town v Colchester United
Saturday February 24th 2007
Kick off 11.00am.
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the second siring

The last reserve match saw the U's second string play host to Conference
ﬂdesmw@ndgeBomuqhandﬂwwasdsomewhdrdﬁﬂ?nrﬂdenjwhdr
has played the reserve game previousiy.

A youthful team took to the Layer Road
pitch against Mark Stimson’s second string,
which included ex-U's striker Tony Thorpe, In
an entertaining match, both teams created
plenty of chances and the youngsters did well
to hold their more experienced visitors to a
2-2 draw.

Manager Geraint Williams watched what
could be the next batch to break into the
professional ranks and praised them for the
way they performed. He told U's Review:
“The young lads pleased me with the way
they played and the fact that they were all
thrown in for the same game made it a tough
proposition for them. It was a good chance
for them to play on the Layer Road pitch in a
competitive game and | hope they all gained
something from the match. They need to see
where they are at in terms of them
progressing at the football club.”

“Fabian Quintyn came into the team for
what | think is probably his first start at this
level and should be very pleased with himself
that he got both the goals. It was a tough
match, with Stevenage having an
experienced front line, but the lads coped
well and did themselves no harm at all as
they continue learning their trade. Normally, it
is just two or three of these lads that would

be used at a time as the reserves isually
made up of young professionals and senior
lads needing match time for fitness. The

and as a group.”
xplain why such a
young team we ected,
a lot of games in a very short space of time
over the Christmas period and | may need all
the professionals over the next couple of
weeks. | decided that it would be prudent to
leave the whole squad training together last
week in the build up to the busy period. It
gave the youth team lads a chance to test
themselves against some seasoned
opposition and they didn't let me, or
themselves for that matter, down.”

“They need to be pushed,” continued the
U's boss, “if they are going to be professional
footballers. They have all looked very good as
the youth team

continue their
fantastic start
to the season
but reserve

Geraint went on

15

\g: “There are

football can be a different kettle of fish. Even
playing a non-league reserve team like
Stevenage meant them playing against
players with football league experience. It
gives us a good apportunity to look at these
lads and see how far they have come and
how far they need to come before we can
consider them as potential professionals. It
also gives them an opportunity to see what is
required of them and give them a gauge of
how they are progressing.”

Ambitious

“Football is a very cut-throat business
really,” the former Welsh international told us,
“because these young lads need to be
looking at who is playing in their position in
the reserves and do all they can to become a
better player than that person to steal his
place, The ambitious ones will then straight
away look at wha is in their position in the
first team and want to be better than him. As
soon as they step up though, they have to
realise that someone else will be looking up at
them and be trying to do the same. They
might feel that my saying that is putting them
under pre

s football serves a purpose for the
manager in a number of ways and Geraint
continued by telling us that he has not
ootball is

changed his view on what res:

about since moving up from res

to first team boss. He also explained wh
soma youngsters are able to adjust tc

football straight away and look r C
first team almost immediately.
k for very similar things from the

<

here. Every senior player that is not getting a
regular game in the first team needs these
matches to keep up their match fitness and
their sharpness. Training provides a greal
base for these players but there is nothing like
a competitive match to sharpen them up,
both physically and mentally. The games give
the young professionals valuable experience,
especially when we play sides that have big
squads and have a lot of senior players
involved. And of course, like against
Stevenage, an odd occasion crops up when
youth team players get involved and add to
their football experience.”

2006/2007
Reserve Team Fixtures

st
Wed 16th  Southend United (h) W1
Tues 29th  Ipswich Town (a) L1

Mon 4th Norwich City (a)
Tues 19th  Leyton Orient (h)

Tues Sth MK Dons (a) Wi1-0
Weds 25th Northampton Town (a) D1-1

Weds 8th  Oxford United (h)
Tues 14th  Luton Town (a)

= )
Weds 6t Norwich City (h)
Stevenage Boro (h)

Tue! Southend United (a) 2pm
Tues 23rd  Leyton Orient (a) 2pm

MK Dons (h) 2pm
Mon 12th  Oxford United (a) 7pm

N 1
Weds 7th  Northampton Town (h) 2pm
Weds 21st  Ipswich Town (h) 2pm
Weds 28th Stevenage Boro (a) pm

Weds 25th  Luton Town (h) 2pm

“Some young players," Geraint concluded,
“are able to make that step up easily because
they find it easier to play alongside better
players. As long as they are up to the
side of the game at this level, they
seem to be able to raise the level of their
football to suit. These do tend to be the lads
that push into the first team earlier than other
lads but the work they have to do in training
and games doesn't lessen. Talent coupled
with a good work ethic will succeed over just
talent every day and the lads that have both
will be the ones to have good careers in the
game.”
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Proud Sponsors of

Colchester United Youth Team

BAP Group have been established for over a
quarter of a century as a major warehousing and
national distribution operation based in Colchester.

BAP Logistics is the largest Independent Logistics
and Distribution Operator on port at Felixstowe,

offering a fully integrated Container Terminal Interface, managed and supported

by the Port of Felixstowe.

BAP operates extensive ON PORT warehousing, specialising in supply chain
solutions at the very point of landing in the EU.

BAP offer devanning, consolidation, Bonded and dry storage all within the
security of a policed complex.

BAP support’s the on port operation with our own UK national Distribution
network; and a further 200,000 sq ft of off port warehousing.

BAP also offer complete supply chain solutions from product sourcing, shipping
and clearances.

Eliminate inland
container shunt costs
- No requirement for
containers to be moved
or handled off-port
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DiNng-Dong Derbies

From the moment the final whistle blew of Hulsh Park on Saturdayy,
May 6Hh and promoted the U's to the Choampionship for the first
time In thelr history, the buz< on the fterraces was asbout the local
feel to the next season's fixture list.

Whilst the big guns of Sunderland, West
Brom, Leeds et al awaited Geraint Williams
and his men, the host of fixtures against sides
from the East Anglian region were the ones
that were proving to be tantalising fare for the
club’s supporters.

So far, the U's have come up against four of
their most local rivals and the facts are plain
to see. Colchester United remain the pride of
East Anglia by some considerable margin.

A quick look at the current Championship
table (and lets face it, we've all been
transfixed by it over the past few weeks!)
indeed shows that, across the twenty-three
fixtures to date, the U's are the top performers
of the local clubs.

Ahead of the weekend trip to Preston, the
U's sat eight points ahead of both lpswich
and Norwich.

And, thanks to a fantastic run of results in
the first half of the season, the U's sit a
whopping 21 points ahead of their Essex
nelghbours Southend, who remain at the foot
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Resuits...

Norwich City 3-2 Luton Town

Luton Town 1-1 Colchester United
Southend United 3-3 Norwich City
Colchester United 1-0 Ipswich Town
Southend United 1-3 Ipswich Town
Ipswich Town 5-0 Luton Town

COLCHESTER
(7

Reduce freight costs
by up to 40% -
Maximised weight
containers handled on
port - not subject to
VOSA limits

Further benefits are
shown on our Website

To discuss your requirements please contact us on:

Telephone +44 (0) 1394 612054

E mail stevec@bapgroup.ltd.uk

www.bapgroup.ltd.uk

Designed by Masterprint, 24 Davey Close, Colchester CO1 2XL
Tel: 01206 860405 www.masterprint.co.uk

Norwich City 1-1Colchester United
Ipswich Town 3-1 Norwich City
Colchester United 3-0 Southend United
Luton Town 0-0 Southend United

of the table.

But what about fixtures amongst the local
teams? With the East Anglian mini-leagues at
their halfway point, we take a look at how
things stand with some help from supporter
Andy Crockett. through the East Anglian Mini-League, The
Mighty U's maintain their position at the head
of the table, after a convincing 3-0 victory
over the Shrimpers at Layer Road.

Earlier, Ipswich had kicked off
their home campaign with a 3-1
win against auld enemy
Norwich, after coming back from
1-0 behind. With just a point so
far and only one home game
remaining against guess who,
Southend may struggle to get off
the bottom of the table, but
Norwich are hardly pulling up
trees at the moment, and could
§ easily be caught.

At the top, with two home
games still to play, lpswich may
fancy their chances of overtaking
the U's, but only if they can
prevent an A12 derby double for

Without Luton:
After three games apiece, and half-way

® Freddy Eastwood hits the post with this last-gasp chance
for Southend at Luton recently.

the U's at Portman Road on
20th January - bring it on!

With Lutor:
The Luton v Southend goalless draw eleven
days ago brought up the halfway point for the
mini-league (including Luton), and maintained
both team's unenviable records of failing to
win any matches so far against East Anglian
rivals - though it was the first point for
Southend on their travels.

But for a dreadful open goal miss by Freddy
Eastwood in the dying seconds, the
Shrimpers could have left Luton with all three
points, which would have condemned their
hosts to just a solitary point cast adrift at the
foot of the table.

As it is, both of the bottom two face tricky
away ties on Boxing Day, with struggling
Luton next to try their luck at the Layerdome.
A win for the U's will see them jump ahead of
Ipswich to the top of the table going into
2007, setting things up o
nicely for Round Two 88
of the A12 Derby o
20th January.
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Churchill Gate

Colchester
2,3, 4 & 5 bedroom homes from £239,995
01206 575734

Marlborough Place
Berechurch Road, Colchester

1, 2, 3 & 4 bedroom homes from £145,000
01206 577451

These two attractive developments

offer a wide variety of apartments _WITH CH RI q [WE [_UMO

and homes and a deal to match.

WHAT ARE YOU MOST PROUD OF. AWAY FROM FOOTBALL?
My wife Bianca and our two girls, Prisais and Novia.

WHICH CELEBRITY ARE YOU MOST JEALOUS OF AND WOULD LIKE TO
SWADP LIFESTYLES WITH!?

Roger Federer because he is at the top of his spart by a mile and is a pure
genius with a tennis racket.

IF YOUR PARTNER OFFERED TO TAKE YOU OQUT FOR A HUGE SLAP-UP
MEAL WHERE WOULD YOU GO?

A nice Italian restaurant and | would have crepe de pollo asparagus to start
followed by linguine aragosa, washed down with a couple of Peroni lagers. |
once chose something different but didn’t like it so always have the same now.

IF MONEY WAS NO OBJECT, WHAT IS NUMBER ONE ON YOUR WISH
LIST?

I'd look after my family and friends by making sure they were financially secure
for life. Then I'd travel the world in luxury.

For more information visit our WHAT IS THE ONE THING THAT WINDS YOU UP THE MOST?
Marketing Suite and Showhomes | never used to have a problem with Pat but he has been unbearable for the

: e ) | ks, so Pat Baldwin.
open daily 9.30am to 5.00pm, visit our last cOLp® SR e R
website or call the relevant number.

(S THERE SOMETHING IN YOUR LIFE YOU FEEL YOU CAN NEVER
bryant.co.uk/eastern HAVE TOO MUCH OR MANY OF?

You can never have too many true friends; the type that you know you can rely

on during the bad times as well as the good times.

this Autumn with
brilliant Bryant deals’

IF. AFTER A GAME, YOU'RE TOLD TO PUT YOUR FEET UP FOR A
Bryant Homes COUPLE OF DAYS, HOW DO YOU LIKE VI'H RELAX?
I'd take the girls out swimming to kill two birds with one stone. | could do my
by Taylor Woodrow warm down in the pool and it also gives Bianca some peace and quiet at home
for a while.

and our normal
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To Irene Kettle, Editor, NS

Evening Gazette VIS

From Peter Heard, AN

Ghau'man, Colchester 2N/ AN

United

Dear Irene

We are now on the home straight for the new
stadium and we hope to get contractors on site
early in the new year so the stadium can open
in December 2007.

I think this is the appropriate moment for me
to write on behalf of everyone at Colchester
United to personally thank you and your team
at the Gazette for your terrific initiative to get
the stadium campaign going and your ongoing
persistence resulting in support from over
30,000 people.

I am sure this helped to concentrate
councillors’minds. Not only will the new
stadium provide a much-needed new base for
the club, but it will bring fresh hope, prestige
and civic pride to the town.

Yours sincerely

PJ.Heard

’f" f.”u."'v Ben

GEé““zgette

Home delivery 0800 052 1818
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evening gaczetre

John Pakeuy and Jonathan Waldron fake o look
at the goings on in and around the local Nnon-

leaqgue scene..

TWO of the reglon's Nnon-league ciubs
Pave experienced mixed Forfurnes In the

FA Trophy.

While HEYBRIDGE SWIFTS' run in the competition
came to an abrupt end at Nationwide Conference
club Exeter City, BRAINTREE TOWN booked their
passage in the Second Round.

Heybridge, who are currently riding high in the
Ryman League Premier Division, always knew that
their task would be a tough one at St James' Park.

And it did not help that the majority of their fans did
not arrive in Devon until midway through the second
half, following a huge traffic jam on the M4. By that
time Swifts were already 2-0 down to their hosts,
following goals from Matt Gill and Billy Jones.

The presence of the travelling support helped
Inspire Swifts for a time. However, it was Exeter who
scored a third through Bertie Cozic from close range,
to wrap up victory.

There was better news of BRAINTREE TOWN, who
sealed their place in the Second Round thanks to a
win over Ryman League Premier Division outﬁt
Ashford Town (Middlesex).

It was a relatively routine victory for Iron, who were
seemingly boosted by the earlier news that their

planning application for Cressing Road had been
granted approval by Braintree District Council.

Eugene Ofori converted Billy Burgess's assist to
give Iron the lead and although the underdogs put up
a brave effort, Braintree were in control. They made it
2-0 three minutes after half-time through captain
Bradley Quinton and secured victory thanks to
James Baker's goal.

Braintree will now play away at either Farnborough
Town or Bath City in the next round of the
competition, on January 13th.

Colchester United youth coach Jody Brown
(pictured) is enjoying a good run at TIPTREE
UNITED. Brown, who coaches the U13s and U14s
teams at Layer Road, has guided his team to
seventh spot in the Ridgeons League Division One
table.

They kept up their climb towards the top of the
table with an important 2-1 win at Gorleston.

James Robinson and Tom English scored the goals
in the first haif and there was no way back for
Gorleston.

The victory means the Jam Makers, who have
been in pralific form, have lost only one of their last
11 Division One matches.

business services that taste nice!

READ THE
LATEST
FROM THE
U’'S EVERY
DAY IN THE
GAZETTE
INCLUDING
DOOGIE’S
COLUMN
EVERY
THURSDAY

Call 01206
508200 for
delivery




WE ARE THE ONE STOP SHOP FOR ALL YOUR
ENTERTAINMENT NEEDS

We are the leading entertainment agency in East Anglia!
You can trust us to supply the right entertainer, whatever your event.
Our roster of acts services include:

Programme Sponsored by

business services that taste nice!

PEAK TIME

Entertainmant Ltd

Suite 6, Fairfax House, Causton Rd,
Colchester, Essex CO1 1R]
Tel: 05600 769431
Fax: 01206 577190

MOBILE Di1scos
SINGERS
INSTRUMENTALISTS
Jazz BANDS
MAGICIANS
COMEDIANS
CHILDREN’S ENTERTAINERS
LIvE BANDS
STRING QUARTETS
WEDDING PLANNING
STEEL BANDS
INFLATABLES HIRE

PARTY PLANNING
And so chh more . . .
See all of our acts at
www.peaktime-ents.co.uk

Or call for first class entertainment

at competitive prices

EE[E ESSEX

103.5 & 95.3FM

BBC ESSEX - PROUD TO PROVIDE EXCLUSIVE
AWAY MATCH COMMENTARIES FOR THE v
2006/2007 SEASON AND REGULAR UPDATES ON
HOME MATCHES. TUNE-IN EVERY DAY FOR THE
LATEST SPORTS NEWS FROM THE COUNTY'S

HOME OF LIVE SPORT.

Former U's press officer Colin Wood has just
returned to the UK following a stint at Perth
Glory and a spell travelling around South East
Agsia. Following his first piece in the Stoke
matchday mag, he continues his tales
today...

Having returned to Australia in May my brain
hadn't really absorbed the upcoming
prospect of Championship football. After a
while, | would be off to Southeast Asia and
was unsure how easy it may be to follow the
U's (and football in general) as | wandered
across some fairly underdeveloped countries.

My first stop was the wealthy city-state of
Singapore and | was glad to see young lads
playing football in the long grass of the park
opposite where | stayed. The World Cup was
In evidence all over the city and | soon
learned that English football is massively
popular across Asia.

In Malaysia | made the mistake of teling a
taxi driver | worked in football. This instantly
convinced him that | would know the result of
every Premiership game before it took place
and he demanded my phone number, fully
expecting he could make a killing from me in
Sports Lotto bets.

Before setting off to a rainforest national
park | stayed in Kuala Lumpur an extra
couple of days to see England dumped out of
the World Cup, assuming there would be no
satellite TV in the jungle. On arrival | found
Liverpool, Chelsea and England posters in the
rustic floating river restaurants though. Some
tribal villagers even had satellite dishes
beaming the World Cup into their huts.

When you tell local people in countries like
Thailand that you are from England their
response is either: 'Beckham,” ‘Rooney," or
‘World Cup.' This became quite tedious after
the national team's woeful performance but at
least | didn't have to say | am Australian
because the only response | ever heard to
that was: 'kangaroo!'

Even some of the most underdeveloped
countries in the region, like Laos and
Cambodia, are crazy about English football
and, with internet available in some of the
most remote places | could easily follow the
U's progress climbing the Championship after
a tough start.

The passion for English football is so great
that | travelled on a "You'll Never Walk Alone'
emblazoned bus from Bangkok, saw a kitten
wearing a Liverpool collar in Chiang Mai and
watched Watford take on Manchester United
in Vientiane, capital of Laos.

@ Is that a genuine replica shirt?...

A plethora of fake Premiership shirts are
worn including Manchester City shirts with a
‘Carlsberg’ logo on the front and Man U shirts
displaying both Nike and Adidas badges. My
favourite was a white football shirt with a big
black ‘10" on the back. It was obviously
supposed to be an England shirt, illustrated
by the star striker’s name above the number:
'OVEN'"!

In Bangkok | discovered, courtesy of a U's
fan in Stockholm, that the Colchester v
Ipswich match was being shown in a bar with
a dodgy satellite in the Thai capital
Crushingly, time differences and having to
catch a flight in the early hours meant |
couldn’t watch the game but | was delighted
to receive a text message from my brother
revealing that Doogie had scored the precious
winner.

In Vietnam, Borneo and Indonesia you can
easily strike up a conversation about English
football and it gives you a bit of pride in the
old country.

Unfortunately, the words ‘Colchester United’
are normally met with a blank look but |
explained; ‘like Manchester United, just a little
bit smaller," which | think is fair enough.

It was great to monitor the U's journey from
summer uncertainty to rising stars of the
Championship as | travelled across Asia but |
couldn't wait to see the team at first hand
and see how the club may have changed.
Returning in November quite conveniently tied
in with the home games against Southend
and Hull.

| popped down to training the day before

the derby match and said hello to the new
manager.

“Nothing changes around here mate,” he
told me.

“But you're the gafter now George,” | said.
“That's different isn't it?"

“Yeah, but you know what it's like, nothing
really changes that much,” he smiled.

“Where has Doogie been playing this year?”

"Everywhere mate,” George chuckled as he
wondered off to address the players. “See, |
told you nothing changes.”

But something has changed. The signs
around Layer Road are subtle; a few new
licks of paint, probably more advertising
arpund the ground and a funny little stand in
front of the Portakabin in which | used to
work.

The ground is certainly a lot more lively and
packed than two years ago, with chanting
frem all corners of the ‘fortress’ a delight to
see and hear.

| had to pinch myself. Not at the fact we
were beating Southend 3-0 or comfortably
humiliating Hull 5-1 but for the fact we were
doing it in the Championship.

The football is good and, as the boss said
after the 3-1 win at Palace, you can see the
Colchester players enjoying more time on the
ball in this division.

Things have never been so good! Let's
make sure we savour what we are witnessing
now and long may it
continue.

Colin Wood




START

Whether it's post GCSE studies, a Foundation degree, first degree or a postgraduate programme, you can make the most of
yourself right here at Colchester Institute.

* Art, Design and Media * Education * Hospitality and Food Studies
= Business and Management = Engineering OMmkandPafommgArts
» Computing and Administration . Ha:rdming and Beauty Therapy + Apprenticeships

= Construction * Health and Care

Open Events 2007

Visit our website or call (01206) 5187451brdetaihefevmtaldng|§acein1muaryarﬂMard1
For more details or to order your free prospectus, call (01206) 518777 or email info@colchesterac

E. Colchester /

University of Essex [l]\[li ute

* Real Stone Paving Including Welsh Slate

* Quality Slabs Feature Circles, Squares and Octagon
* Clay & Concrete Pavers

* Decorative Chippings, Stones & Boulders

’ Fencing Feature panels, trellising, decorative screening

* Decking Including a full range of accessories & fixings

01206 216000

Layer Road * Colchester
www.kentblaxill.co.uk

"=~

o 0,0

Open 7.30am-5.00pm Mon-Fri 8.00am-5.
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WhHho said what around the division this week...

Danny s the rype of player with
the right Qualihy and mentaling we
need and there's No doubt that I'd
welcome him back,”

"He's made a reference to an affinity for Hull
City and | think he's right that anybody who
comes here, comes to a good training
complex and a good set of lads and hopefuly
good guality coaching sessions.

"We've not hidden the fact we've been in
contact with Danny to see how he is because
he left us injured and | think we have a duty
to the players who have been here on loan to
make sure they are okay.

"If I'm still in charge, | don't know if money
will be made available. | know the chairman
has invested heavily this season already so to
ask for more money now just because of the
situation would be remiss of me.

“I'll probably have to conjure up two or
three loan signings from now until the end of
the season.

"| think the squad definitely needs
addressing in January in terms of numbers
apart from anything else, If I'm still manager in
January I'll be looking at the chairman to
improve the squad by two or three."

Temporary Hull boss Phil Brown (below)
considers his transfer options in January

“These players have got until that
fransfer window opens fo ger back
o what they were doing.

“"Rather than look for two or three players, |

might have to go to Peter and say | need six
or seven because these aren't doing it. |
don't think that's the case because these
players got us to the top. But I've got the gun
and I'm saying don't give me the bullet,
because | will fire it.

“There's too many sitting in that dressing
room feeling sorry for themselves. We are
going through a patch where you are looking
for characters to come to the forefrant, but
they didn't do that today. Those players
haven't lost that character, but our decision-
making was poor. We've lost our way but
we've got to keep pounding away at it."

Cardiff City chief Dave Jones Is looking for
more from his players over the Christmas
period

The past month was o difficult one
for us and although the resulfs
weren't as we might have hoped,
we deserved more than we
actuealiy got.

"But that has gone now and | think the
Christmas period will be one of the toughest
spells. You always need to pick up as many
points as you can because it can be a turning
point in the league.

"If you can have a good Christmas, it can
put you right in contention and that's where
we want to be, up among the big clubs."

Chris McCann hopes that Burnley can B
reignite their season with a good run of stk &
results F‘g
"The media spotiight Is going fo
be there all fhe fime Nnow.
poke to Martin O'Neilll a couple of
go and he never mentioned
Upson to me.

"Where that has come from, | don't
know. It could be pie in the sky and typical
of the journalist involved. We have got
Matthew for 18 months, so there is no real
big rush. | have to protect our investment.
Uni it is an ridiculous offer, and every
player has got his price, nothing is
happening.

"If we have to sell Matt in the summer,
that might be more advantageous to all of
us and more advantageous to Matthew,
too."

Steve Bruce rebuffs

culation linking
Matthew Upson with Aston Villa
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The arrival of 2007 in a few month's time will mark the 70t
anniversary of Colchester United's formation.

Over the years, there have been many iconic
players to have pulled on the famous blue and
white stripes, with last year's promotion
winning herces no doubt writing their names
into the club's history books as we start our
first ever season in the Championship

In this year’s matchday magazine, we will be
launching the quest for the first entrants into
the club’s Hall of Fame. It is hoped, by the end
of the current season, we will be inaugurating
the first five of Colchester United into the
Hall of Fame, which will take its place at the
stadium — and at Cuckoo Farm when we move
to the new stadium,

The rules of how to submit your favourite
player for the Hall of Fame are elsewhere on
this page, and this week the nominator is
Julian Ewers...

Who are you nominating”
My nomination would be for striker Bobby.
Svarc.

Why are they worthiy of inciusion?
The records will show that Bobby scored
about 60 goals in about 120 odd games
between 1972 and 1975. A good enough ratio,
and so many of them were spectacular volleys
or flying headers.

Sum up thelr Influence on the team
at the time, on and off the pirch.
The 1972/73 season started with the Dick
Graham still in charge, but the Leeds glory
days were miles away.

Grahams granddads had been replaced by
Grahams grandchildren, a really young
inexperienced squad wearing a gimmicky all
white strip with red boots and we were soon
rooted to the bottom of the League.

Graham left the post early on to be replaced
by Jim Smith and one of Jim's first signings
was Bobby Svarc from Jim's old club Boston
United.

| think they may have played together
previously for Lincoln as well.

We eventually finished third from bottom,
securing re-election comfortably. Svarc got
about three in 15 games. Nothing spectacular,
but he was in an awful side.

The following season Jim Smith added three
or four top players. Mike Walker, Barry Dyson,
Ray Harford spring to mind

One of the best (until recent times) U's sides
ever stormed through the League to

promotion, spearheaded
by the magnificent
Svarc who
slammed home
25 or 26 from
all angles.

Name one defining match/ moment
For that player.

This included the best individual performance
|'ve ever seen by a U’s player. A cold midweek
away trip to Chester City and | bunked off
school,

A 4-0 victory and Svarc scoring all four even
though the morning Nationals gave two goals
to Leslie and Cook. | knew who'd got the lot
and the Gazette pictures the next night proved
it.

The following season we actually topped
Division Three (now League One) for some time
- Svarc was now re-united with his old Boston
strike partner John Froggatt and again hit 24
or 25 goals at the higher level.

Bobby followed the now departed Jim Smith
to Blackburn Rovers early in 75/76 for a
rumoured £40,000. Thatd be some transfer fee
nowadays. A serlous Injury curtailed his career
soon afterwards.

How did the Ffans relate to fhis
personn?

Any goalscorer is always a hit with the fans and
Bobby was no exception. There were rumours
that off the pitch he wasn't always thal
approachable and a friend of mine that played
for the youth team at that time said he was a
very quiet private person.

Bobby was my first real U's hero, I'd had
favourite players before, Micky Brown, Danny
Light, Ray Crawford, and cbviously many since
but my memories of all those wonderful Svarc
goals have always stayed with me for some
reason.

wWhich game did you first see them
playeR

| remember his debut vaguely, although not
who it was against. It was very foggy, may even
have been abandoned but | do recall Bobby
running through the opposition defence for a
one on one with the keeper. He missed, but
there was just something about his style that
appealed to this 13 year old.

How would they fit into/ manage this
Seas0n's side?

Fitting into today's side? Itd be a straight
choice between Bobby and Jamie Cureton.
They're quite similar in stature and style so not
sure they could play together. To be honest |
couldn’t really split them and believe me, for
me to say that is massive compliment to Curo.

® Pictures for the Hall of Fame feature are
kindly provided by the Evening Gazette from
their fantastic photographic archives. We
would like to thank them for their support!

keep up fo cic‘sfe www cu I‘r.: com

k By authorisation of the
Board of Directors of Colchester United,
the CUFC Hall of Fame Committee is
authorised to hald an election every year
for the purpose of electing members to the
Colchester United Hall of Fame from the
ranks of retired players and coaching staff.

o idates fc
be eligible must meet the following
requirements:

A player must have played First Team
football for Colchester d.

A player must made a minimum of
fifty (50) appearances for Colchester
United.

The player must have retired from
professional football except in th e of
the point below.

Any player that has played for Colchester

United for ten consecutive season:
» All managers of Colchester Unit
mbers of coaching staff with more
'S service.

Eligible
candlda‘[Ea will be nominated by fans of
Colchester United who will be asked to
support their nomination which wil
included in the match day magazine.

In April, fans will be invited to vote for
two candidates from the nominations.

The two nominations receiving the most
votes will be elected to the Colchester
United Hall of Farr

A Hall of Fame committee featuring at
least six people (three fans, two staff
members and at least one player) will then
mest to select the final two nominations to
be elected to the Hall of Fame

= f Voting shall be based upon the
player’s record, playing ability, integrity,
sportsmanship, character, and
contributions to the teami(s) on which the
player played.

= t = No automatic
elections based on performances such as
hat-tricks, clean sheets, or other notable
achievements will occur,

B. The Board of
Directors of Colchester United reserves the
right to revoke, alter or amend these rules
at any time.

At the final home game of the season,

those play:

or descendents t

to the pitch at halftime where lh y will
e a memento of their election. V

the Hall of Fame h

number of inductee's there

celebration dinner to be held.

Sponsored By
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commerciol break

Match Sponsors of our last home game against Stoke City were CJ
~irminger Bullders. Their group are pictured below on fhe pirch
ahead of kick off.

Matchball Sponsors at our last home game looking to celebrate a special occasion why e Three course lunch with Half Bottle of
against the Potters were Colchester Institute. not join us for a game. Wine per person or Soft Drinks equivalent
Danny Clough and Kati Vardon are seen By taking on one of our hospitality o Half time Tea / Coffee
bottom with John Schultz receiving their ball. packages, you can get:- o Complimentary match programme and

Hospitality is still available for a limited e Match tickets in the Vice Presidents team sheet
number of games this season. seating area o Editorial write-up in the match programme

Having hospitality at Layer Road — in our e Pre match hospitality in our Spensors o Company Logo on the front of the match
new look lounge - is an exciting option, Lounge programme
whether you're a business or an individual o Cash Bar facility » Group photograph taken on the pitch

@ Sky Sports - for those important half and
full time results

If you are interested, give Julie or Jason a call
on 01206 715306 or e-mail
commerial@colchesterunited.net

It could be you...
S0./7.50 winnmer

@ Chris is pictured here with his guests at the Stoke City game, Meadow Youth FC U9s - = i N %fl“ 61—- | "\{'L_‘JE.:‘.H
B . | - aArge!

The 50/50 Draw continues to
additional revenue for t

three winners have reci

over £300. Please look out fo
around the ground to buy tickets
each.

— ‘TM
C.J FIRMINGER
1 ¥ our ticket!
| ORPORATE Mitny At the time of going to press, the winner

Inl BUILDING & LANDSCAPING LD‘"“!!LM—[% ; !c‘Jr‘the Hull City match has STILL not

' . i e if you are holding ticket nur
HNC, London Institute of City & Guilds Advanced Level {ldvis‘e ah:t ] e

Lottery as a

SpeCialiStS ln: | . : o . me number If you

! Extensions, Renovations and
L all Garden Landscaping.

ing Contractor) Ltd, Wald

Domestic and Commercial work undertaken. ol 0 o ey el Lo Par, Cortract Support

Services and Renovo.

Woodside, Woodham Road. T. 01245 325303

| Battlesbridge, Essex SS11 7QU M. 07771 726405
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sign up!

He has proven himself to be a
leader on the pirch in the first half
of the Choemplonship season and
U's captain Karl Duguid has also
led the way with the Layer Road
side's Club Savers Account.

The U's have teamed up with the Norwich &
Peterborough Building Society to offer up a savings
scheme for all fans, and Doogie was first to sign up for
an account at the Colchester branch just over a week
ago.

The Colchester number seven was a popular visitor to
the bank, with fans flocking in to see him on their
lunchbreaks.

You can follow Doogie by signing up to an account, It's
easy to get up and running - the online application form
only takes a few minutes - and you will receive interest
on all the money you save.

What's more, the more you save, the more your club
benefits as each year Colchester United will earn a
bonus based on the average total balance held in all the
club savers' accounts in the previous twelve months.

And, for the busy fans amongst you, it's really easy to
manage your account online and the moare you save, the
more interest you will earn.

You can choose to save a lump sum, make regular
savings or simply save whenever you can, and
remember, for every pound you save, you'll increase the
bonus that Colchester United FC will receive!

Simply log on to www.cu-fe.com and click on the
Club Savers Account button on the homepage for more
details.
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For the Ladies...

The U’s players have provided some fantastic entertainment for
the club's supporters over the past few months and the stats
make fantastic reading.

The boys have one of the best home records in the
Championship, no team has scored more goals than Geraint
Williams' men and the football on show has often been a
delight to watch,

But, at the start of 2007, there will be entertainment of a
different kind for the female element of the Layer Road crowd.

We will be putting on a very special evening of fun and
laughter for the ladies as Colchester United host their first ever
‘Hen Night' special.

The event, to be held on Thursday 25th January 2007, will
take place at Lexden Wood Golf Club. And, whilst we're sure
that a few of the lads in blue and white tickle your fancy, there
will be a host of hunks on offer for this evening!

As well as the entertainment provided by David Blaze and
friends, there will also be a two course meal on offer and a
comedian to provide plenty of laughs!

All of this is available for just £30 a head!

To find out more and to book your place, call 01206 715306
or e-mail commercial@colchesterunited.net!

Moatchboll Sponsors

Our Matchball Spensors this afternoon are Fisk Fire Group, a
Chelmsford family based company whom contract to all types
of businesses including NHS, Councils, Universities and the
private sector.

Fisk are suppliers and installers of fire alarm systems nurse
call systems, emergency lighting and extinguishers and they
also provide a comprehensive maintenance programme which
includes a 24 hour call out service.

They also provide free quotations and surveys. We hope they
enjoy their afternoon at Layer Road today!
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All the latest from the Colchester United
Community Sports Trust...

Christmas arrived early for the Colchester
United Community Sports Trust as they were
recognised for their outstanding work in the
community at the recent Colchester & District
iness Awards organised by the Evening
arlier this mont
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We take your
fitness personally

| | for you yondafriond |
worth up to ]
| (Noneed to;om) £90 :_

Call Fitness First Colchester
|  now and let’s talk R

0870 898 80 80

Petrolea Close, Colchester, CO4 5TU

]i_tness_ st
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PROBABLY THE MOST POWERFUL
CORDLESS IN THE WORLD

¥ Lol

*Terms and Conditions apply.
Offer only valid at Fitress First
Colchester on presentation

I‘ of this advertisernent
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MOVE TO A HIGHER POWER

1000's OF TOOLS
AND ACCESSORIES
FOR EVERY TRADE

* POWER TOOLS
* HAND TOOLS
* REPAIRS

* PAT TESTING

ELECTH'EAL ENGINEERING TOOLS REPAINS DISTRIBUTORS
POWERTOOL REPAIR SPECIALISTS

EXT DAY DELIVERY!

SAME OR N
TEL: 01206 791316 - FAX: 01206 792689

| CONDER WAY, WHITEHALL ROAD, THE HYTHE, COLCHESTER, ESSEX.
www.powerrewind.co.uk * email: power.rewind @virgin.net

OPEN HOURS: 7.30am - 5.30pm MON-FRI 8.30am - 12pm SAT

WALDEGR AVES OUTDOOR
[_LEISURE AND (GOLF/FISHING

UNDERCOVER. GOLF DRIVING RANGE
10 BAYS
FLoobpuT
QUALITY BALLS
18 HOLE PricH AND PUTT COURSE
FOUR WELL STOCKED FISHING LAKES
QOPEN OVER CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR

WALDEGR AVES BUSINESS PARK
SELF STORAGE UNITS FOR RENT
AND VARIOUS OTHER UNITS ALSO AVAILABLE
PLEASE RING FOR MORE INFORMATION.

WALDEGRAVES HOLIDAY AND LESURE PARK
MERSEA SLAND, COLCHESTER, EsSEX CO5 8SE
TEL 01206 382898 FAX: 01206 385359
WEER WWWWALDEGR AVESCOUK
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For all your computing needs

no fix — no fee, no call out charge, 24 hours,
IT support, web design, www.logon.info

www.sweetaservices.co.uk

Call 07852 973 333
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US ladies

Broken up for Christmos...

The Ladies are now on their Christmas Break
but have finished off the first half of the
season in great style.

Last weekend they signed off for the year
with a great 4-1 win over Gilingham to book
themselves a place in the semi final of the
league cup.

This adds to the already great run in the
Women's FA. Cup sponsored by Eon, where
the girls will travel to national league
opponents Aston Villa for their Fourth Round
tie and first game of 2007.

Second

In addition to this the Ladies have been
comfortably occupying second place in the
league for the majority of the season and are
one point off of league leaders Northampton.

If their fine form in the league continues this
could be the season the ladies finally achieve
their goal of reaching the Premier League, a
double promotion prospect alongside the
men's team would be a fantastic and fitting
end to the season,

From everyone in the Ladies Club have a
good Christmas and a Happy New Year and
we thank you all for your fantastic support
this season so far.

Involved

The ladies club receive no financial backing
from any organisation. It costs the Ladies
Club £500 per season per player just to train
and play. If you want to be involved with the
highest placed Ladies Club in Essex visit
www.culfc.com and download a sponsor
pack.

We are grateful to those of you who have
already agreed to sponsor a player and their
details are displayed below.

To keep up to date with the ladies progress
in the South East Combination League and
the Women's F.A. Cup just visit
wwwi.clfc.com for all the latest news.

Next Home Game :
SUN 21ST JANUARY: v LEYTON ORIENT, KO 2PM,
Heybridge Swifts F.C., Scraley Road, Heybridge

Debble Ayiward
s soorsored by,

MITIE PROPERTY SERVICES
www.mitiepropertyservices.co.uk

Krista Hultquiist
15 Sporsored bu..

COLCHESTER UNITED
SUPPORTERS ASSOCIATION

Jade Maorgan
s sponsored thy.
WINDOWS
WAREHOUSE LTD

Jane Swift
s sponsored b

BRIAN SWIFT — SPORTS
INJURY THERAPIST 07738 51160

Katie Fitter
s Sponsoed by

MIKE SPRINGETT

Amuy Warnes
s sponsored by,

PORTABLE MEDIA

Hoannmah Porter &
Nikita Runnacles

are sponsored b,

COLCHESTER UNITED
MESSAGE BOARD SUPPORTERS

Tonl Smith
s sponsored b,

DARREN BARRENGER,
COMMUNITY SPORTS TRUST

Emma Dunmore
Is sponsored by,

ISE LODGE YOUTH
FOOTBALL CLUB

Ablgall Saxon
Is sponsored iy .

THE MORGAN FAMILY

Rosie Lolding &
Kate Longhurst

s sporsoned by

ADAM JONES

Emmao Wake
s sponsoned iy,

HUTTON FOOTBALL CLUB
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Sun
Sun

Sun 10th
Sun 17th
Sun 24th

Sun 1st
Sun 8th
Sun

Sun 1 Ilth
Sun 17th

Sun 7th
Sun 14th

Northampton
Gillingham

Home
Away

Home
Whi Ik Away
League Cup Semi Finals

Home
Away
Home

Northampton
Bedford
Enfield Town
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A ook back of...

crustal palace | us 3

The U's defence sfaus strong

B Kevin Watson In midfield action Par Baldwin battles for the ball Pat Baldwin closes In on Clinfon Morrison

business services that taste nice!

U’s subs: Garcia for Jackson 60
Bluebirds subs: Flinders for Turner 24,
Green for Watson 73, Scowcroft for Kugl 73

clock watch...

15:10 Dean Gerken reacts quickest to turn
away a fierce Jobi McAnuff shot to preserve
the U's clean sheet

15:19 Jamie Cureton forces a fine save out of
Palace stopper lain Turner, who shows good
strength to turn the ball round the post.

15:41 There is a melee In the U's box as a
Shefki Kugi shot is blocked on the line and the
visitors struggle to clear the ball before the ref
blows for a free kick.

16:18 The U's take the lead just after the hour
mark as Karl Duguid reacts quickest to a
mistake by substitute goalkeeper Scott
Flinders to bundle the ball home.

16:26 Colchester double their lead on 70
minutes as Richard Garcia strides forward and
smashes the ball home past the goalkeeper.
16:43 The hosts pull one back as Clinton
Marrison is on hand to head home past Dean
Gerken from close range.

16:45 Chris lwelumo seals the points from the
penalty spot as he sends Scott Finders the
wrong way.

rurming poirt: The introduction of Richard
Garcia not only gave the U's a positive
impetus going forward, but also negated the
attacking play of Danny Granville down the
Palace left. The Aussie's goal also played a
big part in the Colchester win

man of the meatch: Jamie Cureton
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front of goal with a weak effort

same story, with McAnufl again
shooting tamely st Gerken when 12
well placed

continued, first Morrison and then 10
McAnufl again had presentable
oppartunities to open the sconng,
only to spurn them

wain Carl Duguid fired a volley nar-
rowly wide of lain Tuner's goal
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groin strain. =

keep up to date... www.Ccu-fC.Ccom
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He said: “IU's always &
good experience for the
lads to play at Selhurst
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8s 4
Crystal Palace U1
Stoke City U18s 1

A PAIR of goals from
starlet Victor Moses, who
also had & p«u‘nh)‘ saved,
Jdped the Palace )
‘l::‘:l‘l‘h'l“.\' to an l‘l.lllbh.ilhl'
win over Stoke City in
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Winger Jernhl Hughes
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The popular feature re-appears this season os we
again look to get & balanced view on the U'ss
performances. Throughout the campaian we will be
asking 'opposition’ journalists to give their views on

the men from Lauer Road ond find out just how
rose-tinted our glasses arel

How - N1

i

W Fhink Colcheste

performed on e ¢ jr
The first thing | noticed about them was how well
organised they were and their communication
between each other was excellent. Palace
managed to get at them a lot in the first half but
they defended well to get to half time without
conceding a goal, with McAnuff having a couple
of chances and Morrison missing another good
opening in the first forty-five minutes.

| thought the score line flattered Colchester but
they deserved the win in the end because of the
quality they showed in the second half. Whatever
was said during the half time break obviously did
the trick because they looked a different team
when they came out for the second half.

performc
In terms of the missed chances, then yes it was a
continuation of how the forwards have been
performing over the first half of the season. One
thing that changed dramatically was the fact that
Palace started the match really brightly and took it
to Colchester from the first whistle.

So far, the other games have seen them being
rather lethargic at the beginning of matches
before getting going. They were finishing the
game quite well but against Colchester, the great
start that has been missing was there but then
they struggled after the break.

Has the Fact that the front two have

M Chopped

Nd changed me

rmerships have been

aliowed ta for or Palaces?

None of the attackers that Peter Taylor has used
have regularly scored goals when they have got in
the team so Peter has been well within his rights
to change them as much as he has done. Clinton
Morrison and Shefki Kugi had the shirts against
Colchester but neither one really made a position
his own.

Kugi hasn't been firing on all cylinders at all
during the season but came into the game on the
back of a great performance against Queens Park
Rangers the week before.

A Palace mink-revival was halled by
the U's -

is Simon Jordan going to run
out of patience with Taylor amy time
SO0M”

That revival included great results at Preston

North End and Wolves and a victory against QPR,
where they played as well, if not better, than they
have done for the whole season.

Palace created enough chances to win the
game against Colchester, which was the pleasing
aspect, but they now need the results to go for
them,

Jordan has publicly backed Taylor so after what
he was like with Dowie, | would be surprised if he
would go back on that and sack him yet. Taylor is
also still in his first year of a lucrative contract so it
would prove costly to get rid of him now. | think it
will be a case of finishing as high up the table as

possible this season and then re-assessing in the
summer.

Whicth Colchester United player stood
out fFov Yo agdainst Palace?

Jamie Cureton looked very sharp and will maybe
think he was unlucky not to scare in the first half,
with one shot being excellently saved by lain
Turner. He should have done better with his other
chance but looked a danger to the Palace
defence whenever he got the ball.

Kem |zzet worked his socks off in midfield but |
would have to say Richard Garcia for the impact
he made when he came on as a substitute. He
scored a cracker of a goal and was then fouled
near the end for the penalty that killed the game
off.

Not only that, he was positive every time he got
on the ball and that wasn't what the Palace
defenders wanted as they were tining in the last
half hour of the match.
Where do Qou see both teams finishing
N e leaguer”

Colchester are doing fantastically well to be where
they are but with a fairly small squad, could find
their progress halted by injuries or suspensions.
They are an outside bet for a play-off place but |
think they will finish mid table, which I'm sure they
would have taken before the season started.

Palace will also finish mid table but wouldn't
have accepted that at the start of the campaign.
The play-offs already look out of reach and as |
mentioned earlier, it will be a case of getting as
high up as possible and building for a better finish
next season.

® Questions answered
by Paul Symes of the
Croydon Advertiser.
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of Geoffrey Squire...

Catching the 8.49 to London was a close run
thing.
As always with catching a train, Dan was
running late, and we literally only just got on
The doors were in the process of closing, so
it's lucky Dan's quite a slim fellal We were on

our way to The Hamilton Hall from some

Crosse Keys. The place was deserted and
was ideal for ordering some breakfast. It
didn't take long for Mr Pete to start with one
of his tales. He was telling us that he had
found a place to live, and that he was renting
a room from a lady who manufactures fetish
wear from her shed!

breakfast and a beer before heading over to
Palace. On the way, Mr G broke the news to
Dan and me that the legendary Mr Pete
Would be joining us for a jolly up in London.

Once at Hamilton Hall, we didn't stay long
The place was busy with those getting on it,
and it was only just gone 10am! | chose to
lake it easy and went for an orange
Juice. ..that just happened to have a couple of
Splashes of vodka in it.

Once Pete arrived we decided to move on,
and went to another Wetherspoons not far
from Liverpool Street. We went into The

o

The Crosse Keys is a cracking pub. It used
to be a bank, so it has some grand
architecture. You will never see a new pub
built to that type of standard again. We
enjoyed it enough to stay in there for a few
more drinks before walking over to London
Bridge for our train-ride to Palace. When the
train came in, | was following Dan when a fella
asked “Is this train the one to get to Palace?"
| just mindlessly said yes. He hopped on it,
but we carried on walking past the train to
another platform! So my apologies to that
chap, | hadn’t even had that much to drink!

Qeoffrey's away daus

One of our New features for this season is the rhoughts and tales

Comment of the deay

“Cor, Big match atmosphere in here”. Mr
Pete as we walk into an extremely
lacklustre Wetherspoons at Thornton
Heath. But I'll be honest, it could have
been anyone of Mr Pe stories, so let
hope he comes away again! - 10

S

Rate the pub
The Wether:
wasn't th .The C
impri xd me the mos
fi orse

Rate the pie

Again, didn’t eat in the ground but the
chips from the Three J hippie were
very good — ¢

Other feam's prospects

I'm not sure. Their bad run can't continue,
s0 I'm sure come May they shouldn't be
far from a off place

Summing up of the day

Corker. Probably the best away day of the
on. G

result and some superb stories from Mr

Pete!

The journey to Thormton Heath was swift as
Mr Pete was telling us of a time when he
used to work in a selicitor’s office in the city. |
was very impressed. It turned out that he
didn’t really do much work, but chose to have
drinking sessions with the security guard
throughout the night. But, as Mr Pete wasn't
all that keen on his current home, he chose
to sleep in a cupboard and then appear when
it was time for his shift to start again!

Once ariving at Thornton Heath we entered
another Wetherspoons, but chose only to
stay for the one and decided to head for the
ground. Well what can | say about the game?
Quite simply it was a belter! And what an
atmosphere! A match and atmosphere like
that had been a long time in coming, but
wow, it was worth the wait. Just when | was
wondering how we could top the day, we
decided to head over to Parsons Green to
the legendary White -
Horse. What a
place to have a
celebratory drinlkl:




FOR ALL YOUR COMMERCIAL
PROPERTY NEEDS

WHYBROW =

chartered surveyors

Commercial Agency
Investment
Development
Building Surveying
Valuations
Lease Renewals
Rent Review
Rating
Property Management
Auctions
Town Planning
Accountancy
Company Secretarial Services

01206 577667

3 Church Street, Colchester, CO1 1NF

www.whybrow.net

19,000.0[[|[‘E|]ID[IUEIS |
available in 24 hours el o

For an unbeatable, friendly and professional service.
Call or Email
Telephone: 01376 330833 Fax: 01376 343983
sales@zippoffice.co.uk
or visit us at www.zippoffice.co.uk

ZIPP OFFICE

The professionals choice

Save Of The Season.

Weekend Special Offer
For Football Fans.

£

TRAVEL TOGETHER TO-AWAY FIXTURES, ASK ABOUT OUR PEOPLE CARRIERS.

it fora
wﬁ'f)éfﬂﬂ’
fafa of £35.17.

Price above is for a Group A vehicle. Weekend
specials are valid for any vehicle for 3 days
from Friday to Monday

01206 871574
www.enterprise.co.uk.

©2006 Enterprise Rent-A-Car UK. Limited
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Lround Detalls

Ground Name: Loftus Road Stadium
Capacily: 18,500 (all seated)

Addlress: South Africa Road, London, W12 7PA
Main Telephone No: 020 8743 0262

Ticket Office No: 0870 112 1967

Pitch size: 112 x 72 yards

wheat Is the ground like?
Loftus Road has a compact feel, as the
ground is totally enclosed, with supporters
being close to the pitch. An unusual aspect is
that all four stands are roughly the same
height, their roofs meet at all four corners with
no gaps. The South Africa Road Stand on
one side of the ground, has a larger upper
tier, compared to the lower tier, with a row of
executive boxes running across the middle.
There are a couple of supporting pillars in
this stand. The other side, the Ellerslie Road
Stand, is single tiered, with a television gantry

;suspended below its roof. Both ends are
* similar looking two tiered stands. There is a
small electric scoreboard at the away end of
~ the ground, dividing the two tiers. The ground

oozes character and there is nothing similar in
the league.

Where will the U's fans be sitting?
Away fans are situated in the lower tier of the
School End, where 1,279 fans can be
accommodated. If demand requires it then
the upper tier can also be allocated,
increasing the number of places available to
around 2,500. If the away club only takes the
lower tier allocation, then the upper tier is
allocated to home supporters.

Fancy o pre-match pinte?

Try the Springbok right by the ground (near
the ticket office). Come out of White City
Underground Station, go down the road right
in front of the station; the Springbok is down
on the left.

The Green in Shepherds Bush is decent as
well, Exiting Shepherds Bush Underground
Station, on the Hammersmith & City line, turn
left out of the station and The Green is a
short way down the road on the left. The pub
sits across from Shepherds Bush Green
where there are other pubs to be found
nearby, such as O'Neills.

How ta get there by cer...

At the end of the M40, take the A40 towards
Central London. At the point where the A40
becomes the A40(M), turn off onto the A40
towards White City/Shepherds Bush and turn
right into Wood Lane, turn right into South
Africa Road for the ground.

How to get there by traim.
There are in fact two Shepherds Bush tube
stations, one on the Central Line and the
other on the Hammersmith & City line. The
latter is nearer to the ground which is about a
ten minute walk.

Leaving the tube station turn right and the
ground will come into view further down on
the right.

Ticket prices

Adults: £24

Senior Citizen (60+): £14
Students (21 or under): £14

weeta
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R'S FACTFILE

League games in 2006/07: LLLLL
Last five home games: DWLLL
League position: 20th

RECENT NEWS

The transfer window is just
around the carner, and a host
of top flight sides are reported
to have joined the race to sign
QPR winger Lee Cook.

The 24-year old wideman is
being courted by various Premiership clubs
after turning out some sizzling displays on
the left.

Aston Villa, Manchester City and even
Manchester United have been linked with
the highly rated star.

QPR manager John Gregrory said: "Will
he still be here after January? We will have
to wait and see, if he does go, | hope it's
for £10million!*

Kids (U16s) With Adult: £5
Kids (U16s) Without Adult: £8
Kids (U8s): Free

@ Fans should note that all ticket prices go
up by £2 on a matchday and student
concessions are NOT avaliable on a
matchday, only in advance from the U's
Ticket Office.

Furthermare, children under eight have to
pay £7 on a matchday and free tickets are
only available in advance from Layer Road.
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COCA-COLA CHAMPIONSHIP TABLE 22/12/06

ALa Pr

Bimingham City 23 7 3 120 9 7 1 4 18 18 16 46
Derby County 23 6. 3245 B A1 404816, Bu43
Preston N.E. 23 B 4 022 5 3 4 41316134
Southampton 23 7 3 1.16. B 43 5 21 390,39
| Cardiff City 23 6 4 118 .7 .52 5168.19 b'3Y
COLCHESTERUTD 23 8 0 2 28 8 2 4 6 11 17 13 37
Stoke City 2390 30 AT 4B 48814 V12581
WestBromAlbion23 B 2 126 B 2 4 6 13 16 1536
Burnley 236 2 420068 4 4.3 1210, 736
WolverhamptonW 23 6 3 315 11 4 2 5 6 14 -4 35
Sundertand 23,68 2,3 4610 4 26 1820 2.34
PlymouthAgyle 23 4 5 31613 4 4 312 15 0 33
Sheffield Wed 23 65 3 41616 4 3 -4 1415 -1 33
Coventry City 23 gaar3aT 7 o4 e 7 816 238
Ipswich Town 23 602 452 47 2 -8 6 13718 .0 20
Norwich City 23 6 2 819132 3.7 11.24 -7729
Leicester City 236 8 415 14- 2 4 5 915528
Cry%l’l! Pd\d(,e 23 &1 8 14 14 2 4 5218 -4 26
JWN 2078 4 3TN 2.1 8 82 9%

OPF! 233 3"617 180 3 &3 5 14 19 =7 .24
Barnsley 23 4 4 31614 2 1 09 12'27-13°23
Hull City 238 2 14168 2 3 7 8 18-13 20
Leeds United 23 4 17712 18.2 17812241920
Southend United 23 3 4 51519 0 3 8 3 20-21 16

c.uUfC. stotrs 2006/07

Barnsley v Burnley
Birmingham City v QPR
Cardiff City v Plymouth Argyle
Colchester United v Luton Town
Coventry City v Ipswich Town
Derby County v Wolverhampton Wanderers
Hull City v Leicester City
Norwich City v Southend United
Southampton v Crystal Palace
Stoke City v Sheffield Wednesday
Sunderland v Leeds United
West Bromwich Albion v Preston North End

Frideay 29th December 2006
Birmingham City v Luton Town

Saturday S0th December 2006
Barnsley v Sheffield Wednesday
Cardiff City v Crystal Palace
Colchester United v Wolverhampton Wanderers
Coventry Gity v Southend United
Derby County v Plymouth Argyle
Hull City v Burnley
Norwich City v QPR
Southampton v Leicester City
Stoke City v Leeds United
Sunderland v Preston North End
West Bromwich Albion v Ipswich Town

FORTHCOMING CHAMPIONSHIP FIXTURES
Today

business services that taste nice!
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DATE OPPOSITION comnP RES ATT (AWAY)
August

Sat 5th Birmingham City [¢]e] L1-2 24,238 (1,287)
Tue 8th Plymouth Argyle CCC LO-1 4,627 (572)
Sat 12th Barnsley CCC L1-2 4,429 (449)
Sat 18th West Bromwich Albion CCC 1.1-2 17,509 (957)
Tue 22nd Milton Keynes Dons [&of] LO-1 2,747 (124)
Sat 26th Derby County CCC W4-3 4,574 (449)
September

Sat 9th Burnley CCC W2-1 10,039 (219)
Tue 12th Luton Town CCC D1-1 7,609 (429)
Sat 16th Queens Park Rangers CCC Wa-1 5,246 (768)
Sat 23rd Leicester City CCC DO-0 22,449 (946)
Fri 29th Ipswich Town CCC W1-0 5,065 (963)
October

Sat 14th Wolverhampton Wanderers  CCC LO-1 19,318 (761)
Wed 18th Shetfield Wednesday CCC W4-0 5,097 (745)
Man 23rd Caoventry City cCC L1-2 16,178 (477)
Sat 28th Southampton CCC W2-0 5,893 (987)
Tue 31st Norwich City CCC 01-1 25,065 (1,532)
Nowvember

Sat 4th Cardiff City CcCcC W3-1 5,393 (tbe)
Sat 11th Leeds United CCC LD-3 17,678 (1,031)
Sat 18th Sunderland CCC L1-3 25,197 (720)
Sat 26th Southend United CCC W3-0 5,954 (964)
Tue 28th Hull City CGC W5-1 5,373 (464)
December

Sat 2nd Cardif ity [F#0) D0-0 13,612 (231)
Sat 9th Crystal Palace CCC W3-1 16,762 (1,319)
Sat 16th Stoke City CCC W3-0 5,345 (585)
Sat 23rd Preston North End

Tue 26th Luton Town

Sat 30th Wolverhampton Wanderers

Januany

Mon 1st Queens Park Rangers

Sat 6th Barnet (FAC3)

Sat 13th Leicester City

Sat 20th Ipswich Town

Sat 27th FA Cup 4

Tue 30th Preston North End

Februany

Sat 3rd Birmingham City

Sat 10th Barnsley

Sat 17th West Bromwich Albion

Tue 20th Plymouth Argyle

Sat 24th Burnley

Mearch

Sat 3rd Derby Count

Sat 10th Coventry City

Tue 13th Sheffield Wednesday

Sat 17th Southampton

Sat 31st Norwich City

April

Fri 6th Southend United

Mon Sth Leeds United

Sat 14th Hull City

Sat 21st Sunderland

Sat 28th Stoke City

NMeay

Sun 6th Crystal Palace

JSRtSig-20t 2007

Tickets for this match will go on sale on Wednesday, December 27th. And, as expected, there will be a range of priority sales.

Wednesday 271th o Saturday S0th
Season Ticket Holders with eight Away Match Credits
or Match Credit Holders with ten Away Match Credits — one ticket per person

Tuesday Snd to Friday Sth
1) Saasm Ticket Holders with four Away Match Credits
or Match Credit Holders with seven Away Match Credits = one

Monday 8th fa Wednesday 10th
All Season Ticket Holders — one per person

Thursday lifh ond Friday ISth .
Match Credit Holders with eight home and away match credits — one ticket per person

Mondeay ISth fo Friday 19th
Match Credit Holders with four home and away match credits

Home fixtures in bold blue
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keep up to dote..

wWwWw.Cu-fCc.com

= L)S.a.

Cood affermoon and welcome to all you U's,
supporters. | frust you all had a safe, yet utteriy
brilliant Christmas and are fully primed full of roast
turkeuw, Xmaoas pudding ond mulled wine for this goame

agalinst Luton Town.

After setting some of the early pace, the
Hatters have fallen away in recent months
towards our friends from ‘Suffend’ but they
shouldn’t be taken lightly, especially with
former U's, Rowan Vine and Dean Morgan in
their ranks.

The U's confidence is sky high though and
the performances at Layer Road have been
tremendous for the fans to watch. Take the
Stoke City game for example: every single
one of the lads worked their socks off for that
result. The meanest defence in the league, no
problem for Curo and co. And what about the
back four and Deano? Top man for me on the
day was Pat 'Rio’ Baldwin, who was
outstanding, especially against the stroppy
Ricardo Fuller.

A weak link? The U's simply don't have one
in any position.

What better Christmas present could there
be than three points today, it was certainly
top of my list to Santa.

Yet again, you guys and gals have made
this festive fixture a seli-out. It's tight and
cramped but your behaviour and support
have made this a special season. Whereas
not so long ago, people were saying to me,
"what do the U's need a 10,000 seater
stadium for?", all | hear now is “surely 10,000
won'’t be anywhere near big enough!”.

This football club and its supporters are
fantastic and whatever happens between
now and the end of the season, we would all
do well to remember that.

On to CUSA stuff now, and for those of you
with time on your hands before the leftover
turkey tonight, | suggest you sample some of
the Mighty Oak Christmas ales that are on
sale in the CUSA bar. | think the Bingle Jells
has already disappeared faster than a Greg
Halford shot, but | can recommend the
Christmas Quaffer or even the amusingly
named Yellow Snow.

CUSA travel now, and you'll see that the
next three away matches are all somewhat
special. We presently have five coaches
booked for the QPR game on New Years'
Day with more available if required. A word of
warning though, if you leave it too late to
book up, you might be unlucky, Your
hangovers should have gone by 11.00am so
why not let us take the strain?

We are also filing up fast
for the FA Cup
trip to

Barnet and we expect similar interest for the
Ipswich game on January 20th especially
given our superb prices offer.

Therefare, as a reminder, you need to be a
CUSA member to travel with us, book up as
early as possible and if you do ever need to
cancel, please let us know. Also, don't forget
that the Corner Bar is able to take coach
bookings and fares and if nothing else, paying
early will save you time on the day. Your help
in this matter is greatly appreciated. You can
contact myself on 07752 531600 or Jeanettte
on 07778 018834 for CUSA travel enquires,
after 7.00pm please.

Lastly, and by no means least, the next
CUSA Quiz Night has been arranged for
Friday 2nd February at Stanway Rovers FC.
Teams of up to six are required so start
talking to your friends and fellow fans now so
that you don't miss out on the best brains.

Don't bother asking me - I'm thick. To enter
a team, just phone Robin on 07917 037980
or Paul on 07834 859318,

Here’s hoping for a wonderful Boxing Day
for the U's! Keep cheering and keep smiling.

Up the U's,

Jon Burns - Chairman
Www.cusa.co.uk

@ Pat Baldwin - exceptional against Stoke City

Monday 1st January

oPR

Coach leaves Layer Road at 11.00am
Adult Members £12

Concession Members £10

Saturday 6th Jani

Bornet

Coach leaves Layer Road at 11.00am
Adult Members £12

Concession Me

Saturday 20th Jan

Ipswich Town

Coach leaves Layer Road at 12.30pm
Adult Members £8

Concession Members £6

B

Programme Sponsored by

weeta
ervices

business services that taste nice!

QoiNng o the gome:?

All you need to know about following the U's home or awau...

Saturday, December 30th. Kick off: 3.00pm
Layer Road

www.wolvesfe.co.uk \_,./

Tickets Sale Detalls:

Season ticket holders' places for this game are already secured.
Following a period of pricrity sales, tickets for this game are now

on general sale.

» Terraces 3,4 and 7: £19 adults, £12 concessions
(no student concessions in Terrace 7)
» Blocks A, C, D, F: £23 adults, £15 concessions
» Block B: £15 adults/concessions
e Block G: £20 adults, £14 concessions
# Blocks H, |, J (Family Seating): £18 adults, £10 concessions
» Family Enclosure: £20 Family Ticket, additional child £6

e i L Lt
Queens Park Rangers
Date of game: Monday, January 1st, Kick off: 3.00pm
Venue: Loftus Road =
Opposition Website: www.gpr.co.uk

Tickets Sale Detalls:
Following a period of priority sales, tickets for this game are now on
general sale, priced as follows:-

e Adults: £24 e Senior Citizen (80+): £14
e Students (21 or under): £14 o Kids (U16s) With Adult: £5
o Kids (U16s) Without Adult: £8 e Kids (UBs): Free

Fans should note that all ticket prices go up by £2 on a matchday
and student concessions are NOT available on a matchday, only in
advance from the U's Ticket Office. Furthermore, children under
eight have to pay £7 on a matchday and free fickets are only avail-
able in advance from Layer Road.

Saturday, January 6th. Kick off: 3.00pm
Layer Road
www.barnetfc.co.uk

Tickets Sale Deralls:
Tickets are already on sale to Season Ticket Holders with four or
more Away Match Credits and Match Credit Holders with seven or
more Away Match Credits. From December 28th, sales of the 1,800
tickets will go as follows:-
e December 28th and 29th onwards: Season Ticket Holders
e January 2nd onwards: Eight home and away Match Credits
January 4th onwards: Four home and away Match Credits
Tickets are priced as follows:
£15 Adults Standing
£11 Concession Standing (U18s, 60+ and students)
At present, there are no seating spaces being allocated to U's fans
for this match.

Leicester City

Date of game: Saturday, January 13th. Kick off: 3.00pm
Venue: Layer Road
Opposition Website: www.Icfc.co.uk

Tickets Sale Detalls:
Tickets for this game went on sale on Friday morning:-

e Terraces 3,4 and 7: £19 adults, £12 concessions
(no student concessions in Terrace 7)
e Blocks A, C, D, F: £23 adults, £15 concessions
o Block B: £15 adults/concessions
® Block G: £20 adults, £14 concessions
® Blocks H, |, J (Family Seating): £18 adults, £10 concessions
» Family Enclosure: £20 Family Ticket, additional child £5

TTENTION TO ALL SEASON TICKET HOLDERS

Beason Tickets must be brought to every match. To ensure its validity we would preferturnstile operators to
remove the appropriate voucher from your season ticket booklet before entering the ground.
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A successful twelve months began with a
3-1 win against Nottingham Forest in
dramatic fashion and it will be another former
European great that ends the year in front of
another packed Layer Road.

Wolves have spent much of the season in
the same parts of the league table as the U's
have occupied and there was little to divide
the teams when they met up at Molineux
earlier in the season.

And, going into the Christmas period, the
two teams were separated by just two points
at the halfway mark in the campaign.

Given the difference in resources of the two
clubs, it is perhaps fair to say that the U's will
be slightly happler with their lot as 2007
arrives, but Wolves manager Mick McCarthy
is hopeful that his team will push on into the
top six in the second half of the campaign.

He told the Birmingham Mail: "I would say
it's so far so good but I'm also a bit
disappointed because | certainly feel we
should have had four more points from the
home games with Sunderland and Crystal
Palace. There's no point harping on about it
but I'm still sore.

“| just think there's nothing to fear in this
league, certainly on a one-off basis, it's just
about trying to find that consistency. The
teams that do well are the ones that find that
consistency because it is such an evenly-
matched league.”

Whilst the U's have
settled side — and — in the first half of
the campaign, there have been plenty of new
faces to accommodate after McCarthy's
summer arrival.

As those new boys get used to life at
Wolves, the boss is hoping that individuals
will begin to shine.

He added: “But we'll certainly be
demanding more from individuals as well and
hopefully we may yet get a striker going on a
run.”

Christmas will pose an interesting test for
Wolves play-off credentials as they have what
appear to be three tough away trips —
including their visit to Layer Road - as well as
seemingly easier home games over the next
fortnight.

They started
with a match
against

. Norwich on

bore the fruits of a

Saturday but will have to take on journeys to
north Essex, Derby and Stoke as they face
three teams currently above them in the
league table.

And McCarthy (pictured) admits that a host
of games gives him the opportunity to
exercise all members of his squad.

“People ask me about having selection
dilemmas at the moment - well we'll need all
of them over the next couple of weeks," he
said. "it's just something for me to think
about over the next few days and it might be
I'have to take into consideration the games
that are coming.

“I've no real pre-conceived ideas on who it
might affect, but it's a testing schedule and

there'll be a few thoughts going round my
head!"

Tickets for this game are on sale now.
Check www.cu-fc.com for more details
and book your tickets by calling 0871 226
2161!

If you're unable to make the game, then
why not sign up for our official SMS
service? Text CLUB COLC to 88442 now
and we'll keep you bang up to date with
all the news from the match!

SAVE

@

ADVANCED SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEMS
First Team Away Sponsors for 2006/07

ENERGY

SUBSTANTIAL SAVINGS on your household energy bills - for life!

T 0800 0266999
E info@smartenergyuk.com
www.smartenergyuk.com

Smart Energy have introduced the world's most efficient solar
heating system into the UK so that you can enjoy substantial
savings on your household energy bills, even during the winter
months. By installing a8 Smart Energy System you can reduce
your energy bills, reduce pollution and protect our environment.
When you help us to promote solar energy you could get a FULL
REFUND on your initial investment.

Call today for a FREE NO OBLIGATION SURVEY

UK Head Office: Smart Energy UK Ltd.
Technology House, Haven Road,
Colchester, Essex CO2 BHT
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Manager: Geraint Willlams Manager: Mike Newell
Colours: Blue & White Colours: Red & White

Pld  Goal = Pld Goal i 5]
1 Aidan DAVISON . O O ) O 1 Marlon BeEReESFORD. O O O
2 Greg HALFORD ... @) @) 2 Kevin FOLEY.
3 John WHITE S Z 3 SolDAVIS....o.
4 Johnnie JACKSON O ) & 4 ChrisCOYNE._........1
5 WayneBROWN.....O .. .. O. 0O . .0 5 Russol PERRETT
6 Kevin WATSON o O i i C ? zaull il

. = ) arlos EOWARDS ... O ..

7 Karl .DLJDUID B - He_‘n I J 8  Stevs ROSINECN
8 Jamie CURETON . D e . O 9 RowanwVviNe

9 Marino KEMH.........
10 Kemal I££ET . O
11 Chris mwetLuNna . O
12 Pat BALDWIN
13 Dean LERKEN N @ L
14 Richard LARCIA ... O
15 Jamie LUy sl sl ssoass
16 George eLOKOBI ...
17 Lawrie WILSON
18 Chris BARKER .
19 Garry RICHARDS.......O
20 KevinMcLeoD ........C
21 Robbie KING
23 Mark COUSING ...
24 Hogan EPHRAIM. .
Craig HUGHES ...
Matt PAINE
K David wAREHAN .0

Warren FeeNEY
Dean MORLAM ..
Stephen Oo'LearyY .0
Lewis ENANLIEL
Richard LANCALEY ...
Ahmet BRKOWVIC .....
Sam PARKIN .
Adam BOYD ... .
Keith KEANE
Danny STEVENS .....
Dean KIELY : R
Shaun ROSS ...

Leon BARNETT .......0O
Markus HEIKINEMN ..
Peter HOLMES
David BELL ...
Calvin ANDREW. ...
Zac BARRETT, @
Chris PENDLETON....O

(t‘hs- officials...

next here... next away...
Referee; W ” grain ) ——
Mir P. Grossiey (Kent) v Wolverhempton Wanderers v Queens Park Rangers
G?S'séﬂtmf'w - Saturday December 30th 2006 Monday January 1st 2007
Assistant Referees: Kick-Off 3.00pm Kick-Off 3.00pm
Mr G. Evetts (Herts) Coca-Cola Championship Caca-Cola Championship

Fourth Officiat
\Mr D. Margetts (Essex)

Evenin

Coverage on BBC Essex Coverage on BBC Essex

g(zazette
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