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So the Carling Cup run is over, and our full attention can now return to the

more important business of the Coca-Cola Championship - at least until

tomorrow afternoon’s FA Cup draw! Tuesday's trip to Highbury gave us 4l
Procrazave Desion | a taste of the ’big time’, and I'm sure the 7,000+ Reading fans who made
e g the journey were all thinking, “Wouldn't it be great to come to places like

AssisTanTs | 2 ; s
e - o — i this every week?' We're obviously in a strong position to make that dream
Rod a reality, but today's visitors Luton Town have dreams of their own, so we
I geway should be set for another exciting game this afternoon.
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Andy West, Editor
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The trio of games started with
a home fixture against Hull,
who we had played less than
a month before when we had
found that although we had
bags of possession, we didn't
create as many chances as we
would have liked. Our game
14 days ago saw a very solid
performance, and although
they gave us a few scary
moments, | felt we were full
value for our victory.

Following that, facing two
successive away games with
long journeys is always going
to be a stern test, and although

STEVE COPPELL

STEVE LOOKS BACK ON
RECENT FIXTURES

We always thought after the November
international break of 14 days that
the first round of three matches in seven
days was going to be vital. We knew the
opposition well on all three occasions,
having already played them earlier in the
season, so we had an idea of what kind of
games they would be.

Ipswich are going through a
period of transition they still play
some delightful football, while
in Nicky Forster we knew were
facing an opponent who was
determined to score against us.

Looking back on that game at
Portman Road, | must admit that
the performance was possibly
our most efficient of the season.
We scored three goals and
created a number of other
chances, and defensively we
looked as strong as ever, with
Marcus only having one shot on
goal to deal with.

The coach journey to Plymouth,
a team we had not beaten

in my time at Reading, was
affected by a heavy snowfall,
and always in the back of

your mind you are conscious

of pitch conditions affecting
the play. However, fortunately
Saturday afternoon was a lovely
winter day for football, and in
a frenetic, fairly physical game,
we were all delighted to take
three more points.

The contrast in the three fixtures
was enormous. Against Hull City
there was a very low number of
fouls committed by either team
(20 | believe), and yet against

Plymouth the ball was never
in play for too long without
the official’s whistle blowing,
which totally disrupted the
flow of the game. However,
we came through all three
tests undamaged, and very
much looking forward to
our Carling Cup 'day out’ at
famous old Highbury.

It was an enjoyable evening
for us at Arsenal, in that

we were tested against a
wonderful team and ironically
created more chances than
we did against Plymouth.

Striker Kevin Doyle scored in all three wins

SO many memaories.

Today we welcome Luton
Town and return to what is
our real focus for this season.
The 46 League games, as

far as | am concerned, are

of ultimately far more value

I must admit that the
performance was possibly our
most efficient of the season. We
scored three goals and created
a number of other chances...

Yet the quality of their £23m
strike force meant that we
lost the game. The main
significance of that match
for the players will become
most apparent in years to
come, when they can tell
their grandchildren that they
played at the fabulous old
Highbury ground, the scene

than any cup games, and |
know that our preparation
and concentration will have
to be at its best against a
very attack-minded and
professional Luton outfit.

Best wishes,

Steve

of so much good football and

pv. readingfd



ROYALS TAME TIGERS

THREE GREAT GOALS SEAL THREE MORE POINTS

-]

month after being held to

a draw at the KC Stadium,
Steve Coppell’s men secured
all three points against Hull
with a hard-earned 3-1 win at
Madejski Stadium.

After falling behind through Bobby
Convey's 7th minute strike, Peter
Taylor's side hit back after the
break with a Nicky Barmby header,
the former England man having
already hit the woodwork before
half time.

But with just over 20 minutes - g
remaining, Glen Little floated ekl EqERyR T g en i - | 'g
the ball in to Kevin Doyle, who iR Es S Ve 2 . 2 — o
controlled before superbly hooking i # =, : : ;
a shot in off the underside of

Boaz Myhills crossbar. A minute
later the points were in the bag
when Convey slid a pass into the
path of Little, who skipped inside
one challenge before stroking the
ball calmly past the outstretched
Myhill for 3-1.

L™
CONVEY

4 9 J‘Br

SIDWELL (!ovLs BARMfY

15 8 19

HARPER BURGESS WELSH
ELLIOTT DELANEY
Subs Used 10.Hunt (Convey), 11.0ster (Little), 29.0binna (Doyle)

www.readingfc.co.uk

4 Mins: Bobby Convey arrives
at the far post to volley Steve
Sidwell’s right-sided cross
powerfully at goal, but Boaz
Myhill acrobatically tips over for
a corner.

7 Mins: GOAL! Kevin Doyle
wins the ball on the halfway
line and finds Convey in space.
Beating the offside trap, the

L D ! American slots neatly inside the
s : left upright. 1-0.

19 Mins: Convey crosses to
Doyle, who knocks down for
Leroy Lita. The goal-hungry
striker unleashes a stunning left-
footed drive from a tight angle
but Myhill brilliantly saves.

Nicky Shorey battles with Craig Fagan

==, 31 Mins: Leon Cort bundles
ﬂ | through the middle to connect
with a loose ball but Marcus
Hahnemann saves instinctively
and smothers Ben Burgess’
follow-up strike to deny Hull.

! right-sided cross towards Nicky
" Barmby, and the ex-England
forward loops his header
beyond Hahnemann but onto
the woodwork.

‘ez 34 Mins: Craig Fagan floats a

s 35 Mins: GOAL! Mark Lynch
| beats Ivar Ingimarsson on the
right to cross to Burgess at the
far post. He nods back across
goal for Barmby who heads
home from close range for 1-1.

68 Mins: GOAL! Bobby
Convey’s cross is headed back
across goal by Glen Little,
towards Doyle on the penalty
spot. Collecting an awkward
-ball he places an excellent volley
over his shoulder and in off the
underside of the bar. 2-1.

69 Mins: GOAL! Convey

runs dangerously at the back-
pedalling defence and slides
infield for Little. With sublime
footwork the winger skips inside
his man and places low into the
corner for 3-1.

88 Mins: A mix-up in the Hull
defence sees the ball fall to Lita
only six yards out, but with the
ball viciously spinning on the
bounce, the frontman skews his
snapshot over the bar.

Kingsley ipirﬁ in the Eei_ébraﬂppi_ aftélj Glen Little’s strike

www. readingfc.co.uk




ROYALS GO TOP IN STYLE

TOWN OUTCLASSED BY BRILLIANT ROYALS

KEY MOMENTS

8 Min: Steve Sidwell runs into

space and drills a shot that Lewis -
Price spills. Leroy Lita stoops low

to head home the scraps but is |
flagged offside. ‘

10 Mins: Harper feeds Sidwell,
who strikes another fearsome shot
from the edge of the box. This
time Price produces a great save
to tip over the bar for a corner.

28 Mins: GOAL! Doyle releases
Convey, whose shot from the . |

right ricochets off a defender. !

he Royals hit top spot, : } . Glen Little holds off the defender Doyle sees his stretching effort

overtaking Neil Warnock’s : ; blocked but Sidwell pounces on
sheffield United at the summit the loose ball for the opener. 0-1.
of the Coca-Cola Championship
with an awesome display
against Joe Royle’s Ipswich
Town on Tuesday night.

34 Mins: In a rare Ipswich attack,
Sidwell tracks back to dispossess ‘
Nicky Forster. His challenge
however skids dangerously close
to Reading’s left upright and out
i ) for a corner.

The impressive Steve Sidwell began
the goalscoring, firing home after
long spells of Reading pressure.

Royals cejgbrate Steve Sidwell’s opener

40 Mins: Lita runs with the ball |
at pace and penetrates the Town |
box before pulling the trigger and |
trying to bend a strike around
defender and keeper. His effort
sails inches wide.

A lacklustre Town were unable
to get a foothold in the game,
changing formation and personnel
early on in a desperate attempt to

1

|

52 Mins: James McEveley !

stem the Royals tide. |

advances down the left and
cuts back to Forster who drills a
first-time shot low but wide of
Hahnemann’s left post from ten

Kevin Doyle found Leroy Lita inside
yards out.

the box soon after the break,
and the former Bristol City striker
sidefooted past Lewis Price to
double the lead. The scoreline

. truly reflected the away side’s
dominance when Lita returned
the favour by finding Doyle, who
prodded home yards out for 3-0.

53 Mins: GOAL! Nicky Shorey
finds Doyle on the left edge of the
penalty area, and his cross reaches
Lita. Running onto the ball the
frontman shoots firmly past Price
inside the far post. 0-2.

56 Mins: Shorey looks to find
the back of the net himself, a
mazy run taking him to the edge
of the six yard box. His shot is
blocked out to Sidwell, who fires a

1 5 S : E S : ] “ spinning ball well wide.

CURRIE 62 Mins: Convey crosses low
from the right and with Lita
lurking, Fabian Wilnis slides in only
1 e = o to prod towards his own goal, but
HAHNEMANN ‘ 24 7_ / D120 13 4 Price saves with his legs to prevent
LIS e \ |16 : : an own goal,
DOYLE SIDWELL INGIMARSSON
\ 76 Mins: GOAL! Little's corner
| ¥ finds Sonko at the far post, who
CONVEY SHOREY | : nods down for Lita on the byline.
WILLIAMS Al S e He instinctively jabs inside to
| ; © Doyle, who easily volleys home
from six yards out. 0-3.

RICHARDS - nl 3 {

Subs Used & Forster (Parkin), 2. Wilnis (Horlock), 33, Westlake (Juan) Subs Used 11 Oster (Little), 10 Hunt (Convey)

Doyle hits Reading's third

www. readingfc.co.uk www. readingfc.co.uk “
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PILGRIMS REVENGE

LITTLE CHIP HELPS ROYALS EXTEND GAP

KEY MOMENTS
19 Min: Nick Chadwick is
allowed to turn inside the box and -

sharply fires at goal from 12 yards
out, but Marcus Hahnemann
produces a great reaction save
and the ball is cleared.

20 Mins: GOAL! Bobby

Convey finds Glen Little 30

yards from goal. Aware of I
defenders around him, Little I
jinks into space to exquisitely |
chip Argyle's keeper and score

in spectacular style. 0-1.

fter reaching top spot

in midweek, Reading
extended their lead over
Sheffield United, going four
points clear at the top of the
Coca Cola Championship with a
2-0 victory at Plymouth.

40 Mins: Convey's deep free
kick finds Steve Sidwell who
lays off to Ivar Ingimarsson.
The centre-back'’s low strike is
blocked by goalkeeper Romain
Larrieu.

Doyle looks to shake off the defender

42 Mins: Akos Buszaky fires
goalwards, but his shot takes a
wicked deflection off Ingimarsson
and the strike thankfully loops
over the Royals’ keeper and onto
the roof of the net.

Winger Glen Little broke the
deadlock midway through the first
half in stunning style. Moments
after Marcus Hahnemann had
saved brilliantly from Nick
Chadwick at the other end, Little
produced a moment of magic
to sail a deft 20-yard chip over

_ Pilgrims’ keeper Romain Larrieu
and inside the left upright.

56 Mins: GOAL! Sidwell |
feeds Convey, who turns and
releases Leroy Lita on the left.
Running into the area, Lita strikes
from a narrow angle and the

ball bobbles off an Argyle leg
towards Kevin Doyle, who taps
home from inches out. 0-2.

Leroy Lita's deflected shot seemed
goal-bound but Kevin Doyle

made sure from close range for a
second, and although Chadwick's
header hit the bar the Royals
looked comfortable and stretched
their unbeaten streak to an wear
astonishing 23 games.

70 Mins: Bojan Djordjic crosses
from the left to find Nick
Chadwick, who loops a header
goalwards. Beating Marcus
Hahnemann, his effort crashes off
the crossbar to safety.

79 Mins: Little works his way
into the Argyle box searching
for a third but is felled. Penalty
appeals are waved away and the
winger is soon replaced nursing

a knock.
l : : 83 Mins: Ingimarsson half- :
CAPALDI = i ; clears to substitute Djordjic, who
L o . i drags a left footed effort wide
> }27|"' 1?F AR ; o Y of the far post. Nick Chadwick

arrives late and slides in but

JARRETT (\mus
can’t connect for a late score.

8 | ia HAHNEMANN %

el 12 e

BUSZAKY  CHADWICK DOYLE SIDWELL GIMARSSON 88 Mins: Lita controls Stephen
Hunt's cross but his powerful left-

2. 17 3 footed strike fizzes wide.

b5

RANNERS s PO it = et 90 Mins: League debutant Simon
N N e : ki Cox, a late Reading sub, unleashes

a 25-yard strike just the wrong

side of the right-hand post.

www.readingfc.co.uk m!

Subs Used 11.0ster (Little), 10.Hunt (Convey), 31,Cox (Doyle)

Leroy Lita receives treatment from physio Jon Fearn



“finishing that helped Arsene

CUP BUBBLE BURST

GUNNERS END UNBEATEN RUN IN STYLE

he Royals bowed out of the

Carling Cup after seeing
their record-breaking unbeaten
run come to an end at Highbury
on Tuesday night.

The Royals were not at their
best but were by no means
embarrassed, sharing the
chances with their Premiership
counterparts. Leroy Lita, James
Harper, Stephen Hunt and Dave
Kitson all went close, but found
Arsenal goalkeeper Manuel
Almunia in inspired form.

Ingimarsson jumps with Senderos

It was classy break play and clinical

Wenger’s men reach the quarter-
finals. First team stars Jose Antonio
Reyes and Robin Van Persie scored
confidently taken first half goals

to send the Royals in 2-0 down

at the break, before young Italian
goal-machine Arturo Lupoli
grabbed a third just after coming
on to complete the scoring.

Kurs‘?l HARPER

FLAMINI VAN PERSIE SIDWELL

LARSSON

Subs Used 41 Lupoli 1~ (Van Persie), 18.Cygan  (Reyes), 33 Bendtner (Owusu-Abeyie) Subs Used 23.Makin (Shorey), 19.Dayle (Lita), 1.Hahnemann (Stack)

Im www.readingfc.co.uk

7 Min: Leroy Lita slides Dave
Kitson in behind the Arsenal
defence. Kitson turns back inside
retreating defenders, but his
right-foot strike is blocked by
Manuel Almunia.

12 Mins: GOAL! Quincy
Owusu-Abeyie strokes a pass
through for Jose Antonio Reyes,
who calmly dribbles around
Graham Stack to tidily finish from
a tight angle. 1-0.

24 Mins: Stack saves well from
a Robin Van Persie 20-yard fizzer,
before Lita pounces on Shorey’s
high ball to force Almunia to
come quickly from his line to
black from close range.

31 Mins: Steve Sidwell lays
the ball off for James Harper,
who tries to curl his first-time
strike over Almunia from the
edge of the box. The Spaniard
acrobatically tips over.

41 Mins: Graeme Murty fizzes in
a curling ball to find Kitson in the
middle. Running onto the cross
his 12-yard bullet header picks
out Almunia who gathers at the
second attempt.

42 Mins: GOAL! Sebastian
Larsson centres to Reyes from the
right. Reyes lays off to Van Persie,
who shoots low past Stack from
18 yards for 2-0.

55 Mins: Hunt robs Johann
Djourou and despite being
dragged back surges into the box
The Irishman’s shot is blocked by
the Arsenal keeper and Sidwell
drags the loose ball wide.

_ 62 Mins: Owusu-Abeyie races

forward and finds Kerrea Gilbert
on the left edge of the box. He
curls right-footed towards the
top corner but Stack athletically
swats wide

64 Mins: GOAL! Substitute
Arturo Lupoli capitalises on a slip
by Sonko to sprint clear. Rounding
Stack, he tucks neatly inside the
near post from a tight angle. 3-0

81 Mins: Oster swings a left-
sided free kick towards substitute
Kevin Doyle, who glances a
powerful header goalwards.
Almunia musters a fantastic
reaction save to tip over the bar.

www. readingfc.co.uk
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NICKY

SHOREY

LEFT BACK HOPING TO MEET

GUNNERS AGAIN

dream - playing in front of
a sell-out crowd alongside
some of your sporting heroes.

I t was every football fan’s

Boyhood Arsenal fan Nicky
Shorey may not have been
overly familiar with the talents
of Fabrice Muamba or Kerrea
Gilbert before Tuesday night,
and probably doesn't have glossy
posters of Manuel Almunia and
Johann Djourou on his bedroom
wall, but lining up alongside
Arsene Wenger's men at
Highbury in midweek was still a
special occasion.

“It was great running out against
Arsenal at Highbury,” he told
today’s matchday programme,
“even though we obviously
weren't playing against their full
first team. As an Arsenal supporter

it was really nice and most of my
family are Arsenal fans too, so

I had quite a few people in the
stands watching the game. It was
special to get a chance to play
there, especially in Arsenal's last
season at the ground.”

Steve Coppell's men bowed

out of the Carling Cup to the
Premiership giants, but our
left-back was delighted to play

a part.in the game and proud of
the Royals’ performance against
an impressive young Gunners
side. “It was always going to be

a difficult match. Even without
the likes of Henry, Bergkamp and
Pires, their side was filled with
quality, otherwise these players
wouldn’t be at a club like Arsenal.
They have talent throughout every
age group and they showed that
against us on Tuesday."”

www.readingfc.co.uk




We'll take confidence from the way we played
and the way we have been playing in the League,
and hopefully if we can keep that form up we’ll
be playing against Arsenal again next vear

The long-serving left-back was
replaced just before the hour
mark, as Steve Coppell opted
to rest Shorey and give Chris
Makin some second half action,
but Nicky was delighted to
have played a part and took the
atmosphere and experience all
in his stride. “As soon as you
get on the pitch, you don't think
about who you're up against.
You just focus on putting in

a good performance. | was a

bit gutted to come off early
because | was enjoying it and
I'm always disappointed to get
substituted in any game, but
it's just one of those things. |
didn’t swap shirts with anyone
after the game though, because
| wasn't out there on the pitch
at the final whistle, so | didn't
really get the chance.

“Games like the Arsenal clash
are matches we all want to

be involved in and players like
Chris Makin, Johnny Oster,
[Stephen] Hunty and [Graham]
Stacky all played in previous
rounds so deserved the chance
to play again on Tuesday. We
all want to be playing against
the Arsenals of this world and at
great stadiums like Highbury.

m www.readingfc.co.uk

"But it wasn't all about the
experience, we went there
looking to win the game and
get to the quarter-finals. |
thought we had some good
chances, but it just didn’t
happen for us on the night.
But we'll take confidence from
the way we played and the
way we have been playing in
the League, and hopefully if
we can keep that form up we'll
be playing against Arsenal
again next year.”

The 3-0 defeat brought to an
end a Club record-breaking
unbeaten run of 23 games in all
competitions and now Nicky is
desperate to return to League
action. “No-one was thinking
about the end of our run come
the final whistle on Tuesday.

We were just going out to try
and win the game that evening
and we'll going into today’s
Championship clash with Luton
with the same attitude.

“We went a long time
unbeaten, but not one of the
lads will be worried that that
run has come to an end. We're
taking each game at a time

and looking to win every match
that is put in front of us. The
best thing about football is that
there's always another game
around the corner. We lost a
few days ago but we've got
another important match today
and hopefully we'll get another
good result.”

Today's game is the first of the
month and the countdown

to Christmas has begun, but
where the festive period might
mean rest and relaxation for a
lot of people, for footballers it
offers a lot of hard work and a
flurry of fixtures that can prove
critical in deciding the season’s
end. “I'm looking forward to
it,” Nicky declared. "It can be
a difficult time if you start to
pick up injuries and your squad
starts to look thin, but if you
ask any professional footballer,
he’ll tell you that we all just
want to be playing football.

“So when the games come thick
and fast the lads enjoy that. It's
not going to be too different
from the schedule we've had
already this season to be honest.
We've had ‘Saturday, Tuesday,
Saturday, Tuesday’ and then a
weekend off for an international
break since August. We won't
have many more weekends off
this season, so it's going to be a
bit tougher in that respect, but
Christmas fixtures have always
been hectic, so players are used
to it by now.”

Sitting four points clear at

the top of the Coca-Cola
Championship and with the
best goal difference in the
country, Reading have no real
reason to fear any fixtures that
lie ahead. Shorey forms a key
part of a back four that lays
claim to the best defensive

www.readingfc.co, uk
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record in the Football League,
having conceded only 11 goals
in 21 Championship games. He
said, “We work very hard and
sensibly as a team, and it's nice
to be able to have that record.
But without it being mentioned,
I wouldn't have known because
all we're trying to do is keep as
many clean sheets as we can.

“The more you play with your
defensive partners, the more
you understand their game

and become comfortable in the
same defence as them. Ivar and
Sonks have been outstanding so
far this season, and it's been a
pleasure playing alongside them.
| am more confident playing in
the same team as them and that
helps me concentrate on my
own game, knowing they are
there to back you up. The crowd
chant from the stands ‘Sonko

is Superman’, and | haven't
actually seen the two in the
same room at the same time so |
can't disagree!

"Murts and Marcus have been
excellent too and just picked up
where they left off last season.
For Marcus | think it's made a
difference bringing Stacky in
too, who we know is a really
good keeper. Marcus knows
that if he doesn’t perform,
Stacky is a quality goalkeeper
waiting for his chance so
Marcus has had to push on.”

The Royals face Mike Newell’s
Luton Town today for the
second time this season, after
the Hatters dropped out of

the Carling Cup at Madejski
Stadium in September, a match
Shorey missed through injury. “I
watched the Cup match from the
sidelines. Johnny Oster scored
with a curling free kick but it was
a tough game and | think it’ll be
a tight match again. Luton are a
very good team - their results this
season show that.

“They got promotion last

season and have taken the
Championship by storm. They're
doing really well at the moment
and we know it's going to be
difficult. Dean Morgan is coming
back of course and we know
what he can do. Deano's a very
good player and is doing well for
his new club so far this season.
They've got a lot of talented
players who are performing at
the top of their game, so we'll
have to be wary."

The fixture has an added
resonance for our 24 year-old
full back, who made his Royals
debut against Luton in August
2001. He helped the Royals
progress to the second round
of the League Cup with a 4-0
win courtesy of goals from Phil
Parkinson, Alex Smith and a
brace from Darius Henderson,

. but he and Reading Football

Club have come a long way
since then. “I don't remember

o,

e BT =_, Lo b |

much about it to be honest, it
seems like a long time ago now.

“I think | was a bit nervous
because it was my debut and |
wasn't used to playing in such

a great stadium. But | enjoyed
every minute of it and | can’t
wait to try and keep achieving
things with Reading and playing
as many games as | can.

“When [ first joined from Orient
it was a big step up, arriving at
a Second Division club and then
obviously we gained promotion
that season. Now we're doing
so well in the Championship

it's a dream come true. But

I'm not happy to just settle for
where we are. | want to help
take this Club to the next level
and | think we’ve got a very
good opportunity to do that
this season. But we know we've
got to stay together and keep
working hard or we'll end up
with nothing.

“Confidence is high, even after
losing at Highbury. Arsenal were
a classy outfit and they are the
teams we want to be testing
ourselves against week in, week

' out. That's why our ambitions lie

in the League and why we want
to earn the right to play against
those teams on a regular basis
next season.”

www.readingfc.co.
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record in the Football League,
having conceded only 11 goals
in 21 Championship games. He
said, “We work very hard and
sensibly as a team, and it's nice
to be able to have that record.
But without it being mentioned,
| wouldn't have known because
all we're trying to do is keep as
many clean sheets as we can.

“The more you play with your
defensive partners, the more
you understand their game

and become comfortable in the
same defence as them. Ivar and
Sonks have been outstanding so
far this season, and it's been a
pleasure playing alongside them.
I am more confident playing in
the same team as them and that
helps me concentrate on my
own game, knowing they are

there to back you up. The crowd

chant from the stands ‘Sonko

is Superman’, and | haven't
actually seen the two in the
same room at the same time so |
can't disagree!

“Murts and Marcus have been
excellent too and just picked up
where they left off last season.
For Marcus | think it's made a
difference bringing Stacky in
too, who we know is a really
good keeper. Marcus knows
that if he doesn‘t perform,
Stacky is a quality goalkeeper
waiting for his chance so
Marcus has had to push on.”

The Royals face Mike Newell's
Luton Town today for the
second time this season, after
the Hatters dropped out of

the Carling Cup at Madejski
Stadium in September, a match
Shorey missed through injury. “I
watched the Cup match from the
sidelines. Johnny Oster scored
with a curling free kick but it was
a tough game and | think it'll be
a tight match again. Luton are a
very good team — their results this
season show that.

“They got promotion last
season and have taken the
Championship by storm. They're

' doing really well at the moment

and we know it's going to be
difficult. Dean Morgan is coming
back of course and we know
what he can do. Deano’s a very
good player and is doing well for
his new club so far this season.
They've got a lot of talented
players who are performing at

- the top of their game, so we'll

have to be wary."”

The fixture has an added
resonance for our 24 year-old

. full back, who made his Royals
. debut against Luton in August
: 2001. He helped the Royals

. progress to the second round

of the League Cup with a 4-0
win courtesy of goals from Phil
Parkinson, Alex Smith and a
brace from Darius Henderson,
but he and Reading Football
Club have come a long way
since then. “I don't remember
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much about it to be honest, it
seems like a long time ago now.

“| think | was a bit nervous

. because it was my debut and |
. wasn't used to playing in such
\ agreat stadium. But | enjoyed
. every minute of it and | can’t

wait to try and keep achieving
things with Reading and playing
as many games as | can.

"When | first joined from Orient
it was a big step up, arriving at
a Second Division club and then
obviously we gained promotion
that season. Now we're doing
so well in the Championship
it's a dream come true. But

I'm not happy to just settle for
where we are. | want to help
take this Club to the next level
and | think we've got a very

' good opportunity to do that

this season. But we know we’'ve
got to stay together and keep
working hard or we'll end up
with nothing.

" Confidence is high, even after
losing at Highbury. Arsenal were
a classy outfit and they are the
teams we want to be testing
ourselves against week in, week
out. That's why our ambitions lie
in the League and why we want
to earn the right to play against
those teams on a regular basis
next season.”

www.readingfc.co.uk m
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TEAM NEWS

teve Coppell took the opportunity

to rest a couple of his first-
team regulars in midweek for the
Carling Cup trip to Arsenal, but Glen
Little, Bobby Convey and Marcus
Hahnemann are expected to return
for this afternoon’s clash at the
expense of John Oster, Stephen Hunt
and Graham Stack.

Dave Kitson returned to the side against
Arsenal on Tuesday night, his head
wound having healed sufficiently to
allow him to return, and the striker may
partner Leroy Lita up front again today.
Alternatively Kevin Doyle could play
through the pain of two broken bones
in his hand and Eric Obinna (top) is also
available after an ankle injury ruled him
out of last weekend's trip to Plymouth.

Brynjar Gunnarsson (middle), who featured
against Wycombe in the reserves on
Wednesday, will be another player pushing
for a return to the squad. The Icelandic
midfielder has not played since scoring the
opener against Leeds United in the 1-1

_ draw towards the end of October.

Luton boss Mike Newell could keep faith
with Rowan Vine and Enoch Showunmi
(bottom) up front, with the pair having
led the line together in the last two

THE MATCH
READING vs LUTON TOWN

)

home wins over Crewe and Crystal
Palace. That would mean leaving top
scorers Steve Howard (seven goals) and
Warren Feeney (five) out of the starting
line-up again this afterncon.

Former Royals forward Dean
Morgan is likely to start against
his former Royals teammates
on the left of midfield but
Australian centre-back Chris
Coyne could be missing after
managing only 52 minutes
on his return from injury
before being substituted
with a hamstring injury
against Palace a week
ago. In his absence
Russell Perrett could
step in at centre-
back to partner
Markus Heikkinen,
who scored his

first Luton goal to
open the scoring
on Saturday.

Luton will definitely be
without long-term virus
victim Paul Hughes, and Sol
Davis is also likely to miss out
as he continues to struggle with
a knee injury.

ROYALS RECORDS

Readinq's win at Plymouth last weekend saw a number of
records and obscure landmarks:

* The Plymouth game was the 100th in which Graeme Murty has
kept a clean sheet.

* The Club’s best-ever run of consecutive away wins in the second
tier (four).

* Our best unbeaten run of away games in the second tier (eleven).

* |brahima Sonko now has the best average of clean sheets to
League games played for any defender. The Plymouth game made
it 30 in 59 games.

* Players from the current team now hold the top six places of our
‘most watched" averages, with Glen Little (pictured) leading the pack.

MAN IN THE MIDDLE

The referee this afternoon is Mr Michael Jones from Cheshire. He began
refereeing in 1983 and was promoted to The Football League referees
list in 1996.

He hasn’t been involved in a Royals match this season but officiated over Reading
three times in 2004/5, and on each occasion the points were shared. Goalless
draws with Sheffield United and Burnley and a 1-1 draw with Ipswich at
Portman Road, saw Jones issue Steve Sidwell with his fourth and decisive
tenth bookings of the season.

He has already taken charge of a Luton fixture this season, booking
Hatters midfielder Peter Holmes during Town's 2-1 win at Cardiff at
the start of October.

Jones was the fourth official at the Carling Cup Final between

Middlesbrough and Bolton in 2004 and also refereed the LDV Vans
Trophy Area Final between Blackpool and Sheffield Wednesday that
year. This season he has taken charge of 16 games, issuing 54 yellow
cards and three reds.

HEAD-2-HEAD

uton have already visited Madejski Stadium once this season, with
Mike Newell’s men being defeated by a solitary John Oster goal
in the Carling Cup second round tie in mid-September. Oster's
35-yard free kick sailed beyond both sets of players in the box
to drift past Dean Brill for an 80th minute winner.

The previous meeting between the two
sides also came in the League Cup and
the Royals again secured the victory in a
first round tie played in August 2001. The
Royals won 4-0 that day on Nicky Shorey’s
debut, thanks to goals from Darius Henderson (2),
Phil Parkinson (right) and Alex Smith.

| The last time Town beat the Royals was back in 1999/00,

when the Kenilworth Road side did a Division Two double over
Reading. Liam George (far right) scored the winner in a 2-1 win ‘
for Town at Madejski Stadium that season before scoring two
more in a 3-1 return fixture in January.

The previous season, though, Luton were famously the first \
ever visitors to Madejski Stadium on 22nd August 1998, when
Reading christened their new home with a comfortable 3-0

victory thanks to goals from Grant Brebner, Jim Mcintyre and ™
Robert Fleck.

READING DRAWS LUTON
League 18 7 17
FA Cup 0 0 1
League Cup 2 1 1
Total 20 8 19

www. readingfc.co.uk E




Club Factfile

Nickname:
Ground:
Capacity: .
Record Gate:

Bob Morton (4¢

Top Goalscore

Gordon Turner 3
Most Goals in a season:
Joe (55, 1936/7)

2005/06 Factfile

Highest Home Gate: ...
Lowest Home Gate:
Average Home Gate:
Biggest Win: .

Biggest Loss...

Winning Sequence: .......

Unbeaten Sequence:
Losing Run: ............
Without a win: ...

?
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LUTON
TOWN

% ewly-promoted
- Luton launched their
Championship season

with two thrilling wins
against relegated Premiership
opposition. Steve Howard and
Ahmet Brkovic scored either
side of the break at Selhurst
Park to defeat lain Dowie's
Palace in the season opener
while Southampton fell victim
to a 90th minute Dean Morgan
strike which sealed a 3-2 Hatters
home win three days later.

A goalless draw with Leeds
preserved the unbeaten start,
but Morgan’s opener at Stoke
wasn't enough to prevent 10-
man Town losing out to Dave
Brammer’s last-gasp winner at
the Britannia Stadium. They were
back to winning ways before
August was out however, beating
Leyton Orient in the Carling Cup,
triumphing 2-0 at Leicester and

Manager: |V

ke Newell

then taking three more points
against Millwall.

The Hatters lost just once in the
League in September, with QPR's
Lee Cook scoring a second half
strike to take the points. A late 1-0
victory at fellow newly-promoted
side Hull City earned three more
points, before John Oster’s free-kick
dumped Mike Newell's side out

of the Carling Cup at Madejski
Stadium. Goals from Brkovic,
Howard and Warren Feeney
secured a comprehensive 3-0 win
over Preston before a 2-1 win at
Cardiff on the first day of October
kept Town flying high.

Returning from the international
break, Luton lost late at Crewe
with Kenny Lunt and Luke Varney
netting in the dying stages for the
Railwaymen, but Newell's men
bounced back in dramatic style
with four first half goals against

FOOTBALL CLUB

Norwich. That 4-2 win however
triggered a winless streak of five,
including Bojan Djordic’s late
equaliser for Plymouth and an Ade
Akinbiyi hat-trick sealing defeat to
Burnley. Sheffield United inflicted
Town’s heaviest defeat to date
with a 4-0 Bramall Lane drubbing
and after further defeats at
Coventry and Norwich, Luton found
themselves outside the playoff
places for the first time.

The Hatters’ last two games,
though, have helped Town climb
back up to an impressive fifth
spot. Despite being goalless
against Crewe last Tuesday until
the 69th minute, strikes from Vine,
Morgan and Enoch Showunmi
eventually secured a 4-1 win
before last weekend’s 2-0 home
victory over Crystal Palace, coming
courtesy of Markus Heikkinen's
first goal for the club and Vine's
third in two games.

Newell made his professional debut with Crewe before establishing himself as a Wigan player
in 1983. After 25 goals in 64 starts for the Latics, the striker signed for Luton for £100,000
in January 1986 where he scored 18 more. He continued to notch at the top level with

Leicester, Everton, and then Blackburn Rovers, where he helped Kenny Dalglish’s side to the
Premier League title in 1994/5.

Newell set a new record in Europe, scoring the fastest ever the Champions League
hat-trick with three goals in ten minutes against Rosenborg. He left Rovers in 1996 for
Birmingham before moves to Aberdeen, Crewe and Doncaster preceded the England
under 21 and B international’s final season at his 14th club, Blackpool.

Beginning his coaching career at Tranmere and then Doncaster, Newell was appointed
Hartlepool boss in November 2002, leading them to automatic promotion in his first season
in charge. In the summer of 2003, Newell was appointed Luton manager after winning an
unprecedented fans’ vote ahead of Steve Cotterill and Joe Kinnear. Steadying the ship with
a 10th place finish in his first season at Kenilworth Road, his second saw Town clinch the
League One title with Newell winning the League One Manager of the Year award.



- Goalkeepers
. Apps  Goals

1 Marlon Beresford 18 0

33 Dean Brill 3 0
47 Rob Beckwith 0 0
MR Dcfonders |
= Apps Goals
2 Kevin Foley 12(+3) 0
3 Sol Davis 9(+3) 0

4 Chris Coyne 12(+2) 0

Australian defender and former West Ham
trainee who joined Luton in 2001.

5 Russell Perrett 5(+2) 0 :

6 Paul Underwood 13(+1) 0

26 Markus Heikkinen 18(+1) 1

Finnish international who made the summer
move to Kenilworth Road from Aberdeen

45 Leon Barnett 3(+2) 0

& Midfielders

b Apps  Goals
7 Carlos Edwards 14(+4) 1
8 Kevin Nicholls 16 .3

Powerhouse ex-Wigan man who joined Luton in

2001 and has made 170 Hatters appearances

11 Steve Robinson 15 0

Ex-Spurs trainee and Northern Ireland
international who joined Luton in 2002.

17 Paul Hughes 0 0
18 Ahmet Brkovic 18(+1) 4
21 Keith Keane 0+4) O
22 Danny Stevens 0 0
23 Dean Morgan 17(+2) 5
27 Peter Holmes 9(+3) 2
B siiers
S Apps  Goals
9 Rowan Vine 2(+4) 3

10 Warren Feeney  20(+1) 5

Former Bournemouth striker who has
Northern Ireland international recognition.

16 Enoch Showunmi 4(+16) 1

Home-grown striker wha scored his first goal
of the season in the 4-1 win over Crewe ten
days ago.

19 Steve Howard

17(+1) 7

All stats are for Championship games during 2005/06.

Talented forward who began his
career with Colchester, making
his full debut for the Layer Road
club in an LDV Vans Trophy
match against Reading

at Madejski Stadium in
October 2001. Joining

the Royals on a free
transfer in November

2003, the 22 year-old
struggled to hold down a first
team berth and moved to Kenilworth
Road in the summer. The versatile
Morgan can play in midfield or attack and
has scored five goals already this season.

i:. Marlon Beresford cosleep

6'1" goalkeeper signed in July 2004 from
A Barnsley after a three month loan spell with
{ the Hatters the previous season. The 36
year-old stopper, if selected this afternoon,
will make his 500th start in professional
football since starting his career at
Sheffield Wednesday. Since then he
has played at 10 other different clubs,
) including Burnley, Crewe, Northampton
and Middlesbrough.

LA product of the Hatters’ youth set-up,
the 21 year-old full back broke
into the Town first team in
2003/4. The Republic of Ireland
under-21s international
settled rapidly and as a
local lad, Foley has made
98 appearances for the
club already, scoring five
times. Played 39 League
games in last season's
Championship campaign.

2-0 victory over Crystal Palace.

Carlos Edwards il

Midfielder signed in May on a free
~{ transfer from Wrexham. Mike Newell
2 had tried to sign the Port of Spain-

=% born midfielder while boss at
Hartlepool but managed to secure
the World Cup-bound Trinidad &

last season. The pacy and attacking
Edwards spent five seasons at Wrexham,

before making the move to Luton.

Ahmet Brkovic vidficider

Croatian midfielder who first arrived in the
country from HNK Dubrovnik at Leyton
Orient in 1999. The 31 year-old playmaker
made 82 appearances for Orient before a
free transfer to Luton in October 2001.
Made his 150th League appearance
for the club in the 2-0 win over
Palace last Saturday, having earlier
scored in Town's first two
Championship games at the

start of the season.

Steve Howard s

Bustling striker signed for £50,000 from
<% Northampton on transfer deadline day in
March 2001. Since then the 29 year-old
frontman has been the Hatters' leading

marksman for the last four seasons.

Howard began his professional career

at Hartlepool before a £120,000 move
to the Cobblers in 1999. Now seventh in

Basingstoke-born striker who joined
Town permanently for £250,000 in
July, after a successful season-long loan

from Portsmouth in 2004/05. Previously

enjoying loan spells at Brentford and Phil
Parkinson's Colchester, Vine missed the start of
the new season through injury. But the 23 year-
old has scored three in Luton’s last two games
—a 4-1 win against Crewe and the

winning the LDV Vans title with the Dragons

Tobago man after promotion was secured

Luton’s list of leading post-war goalscorers,
he has netted 89 times in 186 League starts.

Did you Know ??

Luton legends

Bob Morton holds the all-time
appearance record for Town. After
signing from local club Waterlows
as World War Il drew to a close,
he tallied 495 league appearances
before retiring in 1964. Gordon
Turner is the leading goalscorer,
netting 243 times in 406
appearances for the club.

The Hatters

‘The Hatters’ nickname derives
from the town'’s historical
association with the hat making
trade. The Easter Hat parade
was Luton’s premier social event
regularly attracting more than
40,000 people in its heyday in
the 1950s.

Packed Kenilworth

Luton’s record attendance was
set in March 1959, when a
crowd of 30,069 packed into
Kenilworth Road to watch the FA
Cup quarter-final replay against
Blackpool. Luton won the game
1-0 and continued their run all
the way to the final, before their
dream was ended at Wembley in a
2-1 defeat to Nottingham Forest.

Madejski curtain-raiser
Luton Town famously visited
Madejski Stadium on the 22nd
August 1998, as the first ever
away side to play at Reading's
new ground (pictured). Town
lost 3-0 in the Division Two clash
that day, with Grant Brebner, Jim
Mcintyre and Robert Fleck the
first goalscorers at the Royals’
new home.




Have vou ever wondered what the cover of the official
Reading FC matchday programme would look like with
YOUR picture on it?

Or have vou ever thought that you would like to see your
partner, children or grandchildren on the front cover?

WELL NOW YOU CAN!

Simply send us whatever photo you'd like to feature on the cover of a Reading FC
programme and we will design it accordingly and send you a full colour print, just like
the one on this page, for you to keep forever.

It would make a fabulous Christmas, birthday, wedding or anniversary present, or an
alternative gift for any occasion. The print that you will receive will be exactly the same
size as the actual front cover of the Reading FC programme. You can choose a programme
from a Championship game of your choice, or, alternatively, you can choose your own
opponents, date and feature headings.

The photo supplied could be a wedding photo, a shot of a youngster in a Reading replica kit, a
school photograph, or a holiday snap - it really doesn’t matter. It's entirely your choice and our
expert designers will put together a programme cover that will be cherished by the recipient.

The print costs just £14.95 each, plus £3 postage and pack
your chosen image to us and we will do the rest! The q
also be posted to the club’s design

Email: jane. w@dunwoody.uk.net Post: Jane W\
Communications, The Litten, Newtown Roa

Payment can be made by cheque or Credit Card. |
Communications Ltd and to pay by Credit Card

Please remember to include contact details, includin

In order to quarantee design and delivery in time for Christmas images will need to
received by Monday 12th December

MATCH ODDS

FIRST SCORER

4/1

4/1

6/1

6/1

15/2

9/1

9/1

10/1

10/1

10/1

11/1

11/1

12/1

12/1

, : 14/1
¢ i - 16/1
ur official betting partner www.readingbet.co.uk makes the s
Royals favourites at 4/6 to take three points from today’s clash 16/1
with Luton Town. But Mike Newell’s men were tough to beat when 16/1
they visited Madejski Stadium in the Carling Cup earlier this season 20/1
tand have won their last two Championship games to leave them fifth 20/1
in the table. To bet now call 08000 323 365 and mention Reading FC! 20/1
22/1

FINAL Reading win 4/6 HALF Reading 6/5 22/1
RESULT Draw 9/4 TIME Draw 11/10 28/1
Luton win 4/1 Luton 4/1 28/1

28/1

HALF-TIME/FULL-TIME nil
Reading — Reading 28/1
Reading — Draw 33/1
71 2-1 16/1 Reading — Luton 33/1

12/1 3-0 80/1 Draw — Reading
12/1 3-1 50/1 Draw - D e
40/1

bby Convey - 9/1 to open the scoring™

READING WIN LUTON WIN
1-0 5/1 1-0 9/1
1172 2-0 25/1

o

25/1
28/1
28/1
66/1
80/1

m;aa.r..-.wlf.nwrfr\:
DN ORI

SCORECAST
Dave Kitson
Kevin Doyle
Steve Howar
Rowan Vine
BObb‘y‘ Convey
Dean Morgan
Glen Little

Markus Heikkinen

Ibrahima Sonko

WWW.READINGBET.CO.UK - bet now on 08000 323 365

DRAW
0- 15/2
12 1172
2- 12/1
3= 50/1

50/1

5/1

Draw — Luton
Luton - Reading
Luton — Draw
Luton - Luton

2-1 1-2
25/1 95/1
35/1 130/1
75/1 35/ 90/1
10071 115/1
50/1 190/1
150/1 . 175/1
65/1 5 130/1
450/1 500/1

165/1 340/1

40/1
50/1
66/1
15/2

|
www.readingfc.co.uk m



W Wickes

OFFICIAL HOME IMPROVEMENT PARTNER

175 Wickes stores nationwide. To find your local Wickes store call 0800 321 004.

Just the job

STAR

PHIL CULLIMORE ON
TUESDAY'’'S ARSENAL TEST

NOW WE KNOW WHAT

TO EXPECT!

Tuesday night gave us a taste of
what next season could be about,
and certainly did not ring too many
alarm bells. | think every fan accepts
that there are three outstanding
teams in the Premiership and we
certainly did not disgrace ourselves
against one of them. In fact, we
made their goalkeeper earn his
corn in the first half, and the game
illustrated how important it is to
take chances clinically.

I'm sure the players will have
enjoyed their taste of the limelight
and the Club will have learnt
some new things about ticket
allocation and distribution which
will stand them in good stead,
regardless of how we finish the
season. Here at STAR, Colin and his
team showed they can cope with
transporting our fans to important
matches. Nearly 1000 members

in 18 coaches made the trip to
Highbury!! Brilliant Job, Colin.

YOU LUCKY PEOPLE

As regular readers will know, |

had to forgo the trip to Highbury
to watch my son’s Reading Town
team play, and all | will say is you
were the lucky ones. | did, however,
have my pocket radio tuned in and
through an atmospheric quirk | was
tuned into Reading 107 instead of
the Beeb. Well, | will certainly keep
it tuned to that station in future
and | recommend it to anyone

who can't get to the game. Clear,
informed commentary and sensible
summarising...what a change.
Thank you, Andy and Ben, it was
almost as good as being there.

CHRISTMAS SHOPPING...
AND HOW TO AVOID IT!

We have a couple of weeks before
the next away trip but wouldn’t

it be great if we could assemble
another mega convoy of coaches
to Millwall?

Another ground that is not

easily accessible by road, with
limited street parking, so an ideal
opportunity to forgo the pleasures
of the Festive High Street and
relax by coach en route to East
London. At these prices you could
take a carfull for less than the
price of a tank of fuel. (And if you
are desperate you can pick up all
sorts of things in the motorway
services, these days.)

Details are: Saturday 17th
December, Millwall, departs from
Station Hill at 11.15am and from
the Madejski Stadium at noon.
Price £10.

A condition of using STAR travel

is that you must be a member

of STAR and you must bring

your membership card with you.
Bookings can be made at the
temporary shop, the STAR ticket
line on 07919 931716 or at the
Stadium Sales Centre in person or
by phone (0870 999 1871) with
payment by cash or credit card. You
can join or renew you membership
by visiting the STAR temporary shop
or the Sales Centre, or visit www.
star-reading.org and download an
application form.

For details of the Readibus service
for disabled fans contact Gary
Deards on 07876 681899.

URZ =7

Good show at Highbury

A NEW HOME FOR STAR

I'm sure that many of you will have
seen our new portakabin which is
situated opposite Gate 7 and this is
the place to go and book your seats
on the coach to Millwall.

Although we still have a lot of work
to do fitting it out and stocking

it up, it is open for business and
Melanie has a superb range of
framed photographs from days
gone by. This is a new line and I'm
sure that they would be an ideal
Christmas gift for that Loyal Royal
in your household.

FANS FORUM

One of the benefits of membership
of STAR is that you can attend

the Fans Forums which are held

at regular intervals through the
season, at which you can put your
questions to and hear the opinions
of the manager, players, coaching
staff and management of the N
Club. The next Forum will be on
Wendesday 18th January and our
guests will be some of the first
team squad. Watch out for details
of who is attending and how you
can put your questions to them.




» Unrivalled coverage
¥ of the Royals

All the latest news five days a week, best match
reports, pictures and previews.

If you want to know what's going on at Madejski
Stadium, then read the paper that's top of the league.

We're the only Reading paper to send a reporter
and a photographer to every game, home and away.

Don’t wait a week for your news

Call 0118 918 3012 for details of home delivery.
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BEST

BITTER

o (BECK! BBC Radio
TEEg = P | | [ =
< TE' E Berkshire
'C - = People you Know,
Travel you Trust

The ONLY radio station with full commentary
every time the Royals play. Join us Saturday
from 1pm and Friday from 6pm and have

your say on the club.

Ibrahima Sonko says, “Save
water with me and turn off the
tap when brushing your teeth.
A running tap can waste 6 litres
of water a minute. For more
water efficiency tips and advice,
visit www.thameswateruk.co.uk/
waterwise.”

SUPPLIERS OF GREAT BEERS e
TO THE MADE)SKI STADIUM —
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your local sponsor

'Your FREE GUFDE

19 little known secrets to the
right printer solution.

Simply call NOW. .. .. 0118 986 6088

For your FREE COPY
T>0118 9866088 F>0118 9313223 E>Sales@kfps.co.uk
Unit 22, Britten Road, Reading, Berkshire, RG2 0AU

>Printer Specialist >Printer Consumables
>Printer Repairs >TFT Screens >Projectors

READING'S ONLY RAC INSPECTED
& PROTECTED USED CAR DEALER

* RAC
* HISTORY CHECK

* INSPECTION AND
WRITTEN REPORT

* RAC WARRANTY
* RAC MEMBERSHIP

OVER 100 USED CARS TO CHOOSE FROM AT AFFORDABLE PRICES!

25 YEARS AS
READINGS
NUMBER 1

CAR CONTACTS

12/18 » SCHOOL ROAD - TILEHURST « READING « TELEPHONE + 0118 - 945 1516

wwww.carcontacts.com

RFC NEWS

LATEST FROM MADEJSKI STADIUM

[ ]

ROYALS SIGN DEFENSIVE DUO

he Royals signed two

defenders on loan last week,
with Aaron Brown joining
from Tamworth and Michael
Dobson making the short trip
from Brentford. Brown’s move
is likely to be made permanent
in the January transfer window,
while Dobson will be with the
Club until 1st February.

22 year-old Brown (pictured)
impressed during a trial spell at
Madejski Stadium earlier in the
season, and represented non-
League England in a representative
game in Belgium last month. He
was delighted to make the move,
saying, "It's a dream come true.
I'm now looking to settle in, fit in
alongside the lads and soak it up.

“I've been watching Reading

on the TV and keeping up to
date with how well they've been
doing. | need to step up now and
improve both as a player and a
person, and I'll be looking to get
my foot in the door and cement a

place in the side. | want to get out
on the pitch and let my football
do the talking.

Boss Steve Coppell commented,
“We had Aaron on trial earlier in
the season, he played a reserve
game and since then we've had
him watched regularly. This is a
stage for him and it's up to him
now. He's young and hungry,
and he’s not necessarily ready for
the first team yet but we haven't
bought him to be a reserve.”

24 year-old Dobson has been with
Brentford since the age of ten,

and worked his way through their
Centre of Excellence and the youth
squad before taking his first team
chance in the 2001/2 season under
the management of Steve Coppell.

He has since gone on to make more
than 200 appearances for the Bees,
and was appointed club captain
earlier this season. The Isleworth-
born six footer is primarily a right-
back but can also play in the centre

of defence or in midfield.

Steve Coppell said, “1 know Dobbo
from when | was manager at
Brentford and | thought he was a
good player back then. He's had a
few injuries but he's coming back
from those now, and going into the
busy Christmas period, | thought
that it was a good opportunity for
both club and player.

"We've signed him on loan until
the end of January and now we
get a chance to see first hand
whether he can be perform well as
part of the first team squad and be
comfortable here.”

Brown takes squad number 27, while
Dobson has the number 18 shirt.

Meanwhile, 18 year-old forward
Simon Cox has signed a two and
a half year professional contract.
However, young winger Darren
Campbell and midfielder Ryan
Catney have left the Club and we
wish them well for the future.

www. readingfc.co.uk m
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LUTON TRIP MOVED AGAIN

he return match of today’s

Coca Cola Championship
meeting with Luton Town has
been moved again and will
now take place on Friday 17th
February, kicking off at 7.45pm at = Three more forthcoming games
Kenilworth Road. have also been moved for live TV
coverage: the New Year's Eve trip to
Derby will now kick off at 5.15pm,
our trip to Crystal Palace will take
place on Friday 20th January
(7.45pm) and the home meeting
with Southampton has been moved
to Friday 10th February (7.45pm).

if the Royals or the Hatters reach the
fifth round of the FA Cup, which
takes place that weekend, the game
will have to be rescheduled again.

The game had initially been moved
to Monday 20th February for live
coverage on Sky Sports, but has
now been switched again due to a
Football League commitment. It will
still be shown live on Sky. However,

RFC PLAYER OF THE MONTH

e

his week fans have been voting for the
club’s official player of the month for
" November. There have been a number of
¥ very worthwhile contenders after yet

~ another superb month for the Royals,
. and the winner will be presented with his
¢ award before next Saturday’s home game
with Brighton.

Voting is now open for the

. goal of the month award, and

L again it is a difficult decision

_ for supporters after some

k excellent goals during the

& month of November.

¢ Leading contenders include
James Harper’s neat finish
at QPR, Kevin Doyle’s (left)
. acrobatic effort against Hull
. and Glen Little’s brilliant

. chip against Plymouth.

L Vote now on the home

| page of readingfc.co.uk

COPPELL BAGS
ANOTHER AWARD

Steve Coppell has been named
Coca-Cola Championship
Manager of the Month for
the second successive month.
Steve won the award for
November after a perfect
month in the League which
saw the Royals gain five
victories from five games,
scoring twelve goals and
conceding just two.

SIX-A-SIDE TOURNAMENT
Thames Valley Police are
looking for more teams to
enter a football tournament
they are organising for the
New Year. The six-a-side
competition, which will be
held at Reading University
on 7th January, has been
arranged to promote healthy
lifestyles and comes with the
warning that success in sport
does not mix with drink and
drug abuse.

Inspector Kevin Sinfield, who
is organising the tournament
on behalf of the East Reading
Police and Communities
Sports Group, said, "The main
point of the tournament is to
educate youngsters about the
dangers of drink and drugs.
We hope to send home the
message that if you want to
succeed in sport you have to
stay clear of drink and drugs.

"In fact the theme of the
whole tournament will

be about promoting the
benefits of being healthy
and looking after your body.
For instance there will be no
fizzy drinks or snacks on sale
at the tournament just water
and fruit.”

There will be three age groups
taking part in the tournament:
8-10, 11-14 and 15-17 for
both boys and girls teams. Call
Insp Kevin Sinfield for maore
information or to register via
08458 505 505.

MULLINS LOAN
EXTENSION

ohnny Mullins has extended

his loan stay at Conference side
Kidderminster Harriers until 7th
January. The young defender

has played six games for the
Harriers since his move to the

Aggborough club at the end
of October.

Other players away from
Madejski Stadium on loan
are Simieon Howell and
Scott Rendell at Conference
side Forest Green Rovers, and

goalkeeper Jamie Young at

Rushden & Diamonds.

FA CUP DRAW

he draw for the third

round of the FA Cup will
take place at 3pm tomorrow
afternoon, and will be
broadcast live on BBC1, Sky
Sports News and BBC Radio
Five Live. Jim Montgomery and
Peter Osgood will be pulling
the numbers out of the bag.

The Royals will enter the
competition at this stage with
all other Championship and

Premiership clubs, and our
number in the draw is 33. Today's
visitors Luton Town will be
number 22. Other numbers of
interest are:

1. Arsenal

10. Chelsea

21. Liverpool

24. Manchester United

48. Aldershot or Scunthorpe
49. Shrewsbury or Colchester
59. Oldham or Brentford

YOUNGSTERS TO FACE

EVERTON

The Royals Academy side will
face Everton at home in the
third round of the FA Youth
Cup. The game will take place
on Wednesday 14th December,
kicking off at 7.30pm at
Madejski Stadium. Admission
prices will be £4 for adults and
£2 for concessions.

Our u18s have already met the
Toffees this season, drawing
0-0 on Merseyside on the
opening day of the season.
The cup tie must be settled on
the night, with extra time and
penalties if necessary.

GOLDEN GAMBLE

Every matchday at Madejski
Stadium you have a chance to
win hundreds of pounds with
our half-time Golden Gamble
prize draw! It's simple to enter
— just buy a ticket for £1 from
one of our sellers around the
ground, and listen out for the
winning numbers at half-time!

GRAND CHRISTMAS DRAW
The promotions department’s
Grand Christmas Draw is
underway, and books of tickets
are on sale now. As well as four
cash prizes, you will also be
able to win a meal in Le Café
followed by tickets to a game,
a signed matchball and many
more! Call 0118 968 1480 or
email cmoss@readingfc.co.uk
to enter! .

BRIAN WALKER AND

IVAN ALGIE

Reading Football Club would like
to express sincere condolences to
the families and friends of long-
standing season ticket holders
Brian Walker and Ivan Algie, who
sadly passed away recently.

www.readingfc.co.uk a



IVAR'S CENTURY

WISH YOU WERE HERE?

EARN £150 OFF YOUR NEXT
HOLIDAY WITH KYOCERA -
OFFICIAL SPONSORS OF READING FC

Between now and 31st October 2005 you can claim a FREE
£150 holiday voucher when you buy a Kyocera F5-720, FS-820
or FS-920 desktop printer. Prices start at just £122 ex VAT.

The holiday voucher offers a genuine discount against most
ABTA tour operators’ air holidays when at least two adults

travel for a minimum of seven days.

Visit www.kyoceramita.co.uk/holiday for full details.

KYOCERA MITA (UK) Ltd. - Phone: 0845 7103104, Email: info@kyoceramita.co.uk

www.kyoceramita.co.uk

? KYOCERA

ROYALS
DEFENDER
REACHES A
LANDMARK

var Ingimarsson, Steve

Coppell’s first signing as
Royals boss, made his 100th
appearance in a Reading shirt
in last weekend'’s 2-0 victory at
Plymouth. Here we take a look
back at the top five highlights
of the Icelandic star’s Reading
career so far.

Debut blinder

Two days after joining the Royals
from Wolverhampton Wanderers,
Ivar made his debut in an excellent
2-1 victory at Sheffield United on
24th October 2003, in a Friday
night game that was televised live
on Sky Sports.

Radio station Reading 107

quickly gave Ivar the nickname
‘Ingimarsson again’ as he made

a series of blocks, tackles and
clearances to help his team towards
three points, and Ivar's excellence
in defence alongside Adie Williams
played a key role in gaining Steve
Coppell’s first away win as Reading
manager. The game was also
notable for Nicky Forster’s ‘goal

of the season” matchwinner, a
thunderous strike from 25 yards.

First goal
lvar’s first goal in Reading colours

came in a thrilling game at Cardiff

- City on 16th March 2004. He

opened the scoring after 39
minutes with a well-placed header
from John Salako’s corner. The
Royals went on to win 3-2 at Ninian
Park, with Dave Kitson and Dean
Morgan also scoring their first goals
for the club.

Goalscoring spree

For a spell in late 2004/early

2005, Ivar was our most potent
goalscoring weapon. After securing
victory at Leicester with the second
goal in a 2-0 success, Ivar rescued
our FA Cup campaign with a
thumping late leveller against
Swansea City at Madejski Stadium.

A fortnight later Ivar netted his
third goal in 10 games in even
more dramatic circumstances in a
home match with Ipswich Town.
With 89 minutes played the game
was goalless, but then Darren
Bent gave his team a late lead.

. From the restart the Royals went

straight onto the attack, and Glen
Little’s cross was met by Ivar's
rasping half-volley at the far post
to rescue a point.

Wearing the armband
With Graeme Murty and Steve

i Sidwell missing through injury,
| Ivar took over as captain for the
. top-of-the-table clash against

Sheffield United earlier this season.
Fellow Icelancer Brynjar Gunnarsson
was the matchwinner on the day,
opening the scoring after two
minutes and then netting a winner
in the dying stages.

Ivar kept the armband for the
home meeting with Ipswich and
trips to Hull and Stoke, so with
ten points gained from his four
fixtures as captain, he must surely
be the most successful captain in
the club’s history?!

Loftus Road winner

In a tense and well-competed
game at Loftus Road, the score
was tied at 1-1 when Ivar rose at

“the near post to meet John Oster's

cross and send a bullet header

into the roof of the net, securing
another three points and extending
the team's unbeaten record to 20
games. To complete a memorable
week, a few days later Ivar signed
a new two-year contract.

Congratulations to Ivar on your
first 100 Reading appearances,
let’s hope there are many more
to come!

www.readingfc.co.uk m
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building your perfect home

Awarding winning builders
of homes for Reading
and surrounding areas

To view our current range of
properties and future
developments visit:

www.hicks-homes.co.uk
Or call: 0118 969 0595

>Y Smiths Security

Make your home and business a safer place

Qur services include
Intruder Alarms
Access Control

CCTV

Locksmiths

Phone for your Free

No Obligation Security Survey

Call us on 0118 958 1575
www.smithssecuri_ty.co._uk' ;

84 London Stréet
Reading RG1 4SJ

Established in 1850

Safes

Grilles, Bars and Shutters
Window Locks

Key Cutting

and Confidential,

e
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BUSINESS LOTTERY

to all the companies
rt our Business

MEMBERS
& CONTACT NUMBERS

ACCOUNTANTS:
SHORTHOUSE + MARTIN —
01256 469768/321005

BUILDING & CONSTRUCTION:

JP MORAN (GROUND WORKERS)-
0118 958 1281

CREFFIELDS (Timber & Boards) Ltd
-0118 9453533

JAMES WHITE POOLS - 0118 930 5000

BUILDERS - GENERAL:
MARTIN GREEN, 07770 363296

BUTCHERS:
GILBERTS BUTCHERS -0118 957 4389

CARS/TRANSPORT:
BROOKLANDS AUTOS READING LTD
-0118 957 4174

ELITE WHEEL & TYRES -

0118 950 4100

P L AUTO SERVICES LTD -

0118 959 1007

RIVERMEAD ACCIDENT REPAIR-
0118 951 0610

SPRAYWORKS 0118- 958 5058
STRETCH-4-U LTD - 0870 4140322
DAVID GARDNER - 0118 931 1401
JP MOTORS - 0118 947 7377

J W MOTORS - 01635 866677
RABBITS VEHICLE HIRE - 0118 946 1661
RBC (PARTS SERVICES) LTD -

0118 9505070

SND AUTOS - 0118 9571991

SP MCAULEY MOT CENTRE -

01635 860592

STAYSURE TYRES - 0118 9707621
UNIMASTER COMPONENTS -
01635 528692

1al<KuCHIl

FINANCE SOLUTIONS

CLEANING:

THAMES VALLEY CLEANING -
0118 959 9141

LINGWOODS - 0118 946 1722
ALL-WAYS CLEAN 0118 9456467

DOUBLE GLAZING:
ABBEY WINDOWS - 0118 956 6866

ENGINEERING CONSULTANTS:
WCP INTERNATIONAL 01793 791 111
NG ENGINEERING - 0118 973 7709

ESTATE/LETTING AGENTS

A H LANSLEY RESIDENTIAL LTD -
0118 939 1234

HASTINGS THE ESTATE AGENTS -
0118 9431000

NICHOLAS LETTING AGENTS -
0118 946 1166

WALMSLEY ESTATE AGENCY LTD
0118 947 0511

FINANCIAL SERVICES:

BILL MCDONALD MORTGAGEBORD
2000 - 0118 975 4525

MASTERPLAN FINANCIAL SERVICES-
0118 945 1600

TAYLORED MORTGAGES &
INVESTMENTS — 07836 734274

G E DAY -0118 947 8522

HAIR & BEAUTY:
FEMININITY HAIR & BEAUTY -
0118 986 2277

RUBY REDS 0118 958 5850
TOP CUT - 0118 987 2776

HOTELS:
RENAISSANCE READING -
0118 9586222

INSURANCE:

MACBETH & CO - 0118 9452944
ARGYLL INSURANCE (HOLDINGS) LTD
01903 212900

LEGAL SERVICES:
THOMPSON LEATHERDALE -
0118 959 1773

LEISURE:

THAMES VALLEY ANGLING -
0118 942 8249

SUPPORTERS TRUST AT READING
www.star-reading.org

COUNTY DANCE CENTRES -

0118 9507340

ARROW LEISURE 07973 424855

OFFICE SUPPLIES/EQUIPMENT:
QUALITY PRINTERS -

0118 947 1745

FRASER OFFICE SUPPLIES —

0118 9509222

WARNER COM (MOBILE PHONES) -
0118 941 94444

PLANTS & FLOWERS:
EVERGREEN PLANTS -
0118 978 0888

PLANT HIRE:
TERRANOVA - 0118 969 6939
GAP TOOL & PLANT HIRE LTD -
0118921 2111

PLASTICS:
ELGEE PLASTICS - 0118 957 5430

PLUMBING & HEATING:
FAIRLEY BROWN - 0118 958 1641
HERITAGE BATHROOMS -

0118 9621541

PRINTERS & DESIGN:

CAMPBELL PRINT LTD -

0118 950 5087

PME ENGRAVING & SCREEN PRINT -
0118 986 4858

QUALITY PRINTERS - 0118 947 1745
CREAM DESIGN - 0118 958 6946
FERICON PRESS — 0118 9456100
HERALD GRAPHICS - 0118 931 1488
MERIDIAN COLOUR - 0118 984 4719
IMAGE BOX DESIGN - 0118 931 0800

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES:
GRAVITY PERSONNEL -

0118 950 8757

EPH/FRANLINE — 0118 952 6900

PUBLIC HOUSES ETC:
WINNING HAND - 0118 930 2472

RECORDING STUDIOS:
MATINEE SOUND & VISION —
0118 958 4934

RECRUITMENT:
INTEC RECRUITMENT AGENCY -
0118 981 9251

RESTAURANTS/CAFES:

PEPE SALE 0118 9597700

EASTERN PEARL, BASINGSTOKE RD.
0118 9752328

SHEET METAL/ENGINEERS
BAYWELLS ENGINEERING -

0118 958 0550

CLIFFORD PRECISION — 0118 950 4503
SIMPSON SPRING & PRESSINGS —
0118 978 6573

THE WELDING SHOP - 0118 958 0947

SHOP FITTERS/
EXHIBITION STANDS
ROUTLEDGE & YOUNG - 01256 810 666

WALLS, FLOORS, CEILINGS
CAMEQ CARPETS — 0118 931 3744
CAVERSHAM TILES - 0118 947 8853
KOLTRANE LIGHTING - 0118 950 5767
SWIFT FLOORING - 0118 957 4273

www.readingfc.co.uk ﬂ




with David Downs

PART ELEVEN: HARRY JOHNSTON

RFC EX-PLAYERS ASSOCIATION

For a period of eight weeks
from September to November
1955, Reading FC was without

a manager. Jack Smith had

been given leave of absence

and his successor had yet to be
appointed. So during this interim
spell, Chairman EJ Canter and
Secretary Fred May assumed

the title of joint caretaker-
managers. They picked the team
for ten games, though the actual
coaching and fitness work was
supervised by player-coach
Bobby Campbell and trainer
Jimmy Wallbanks.

Although this arrangement was
moderately successful — Reading

won three and drew one of the ten
matches it clearly could not be
allowed to continue, and the directors
were making feverish attempts to
find a permanent manager. They
approached, with the permission of
Blackpool FC, that club’s long-serving
player, Harry Johnston, who agreed to
be interviewed at Elm Park. Johnston
was offered a salary of £1,250 per
year, plus £250 in expenses, and an
added bonus of £500 should Reading
gain promotion from Division Three
(South) to Division Two. After some
brief negotiation, during which the
manager’s contract was extended
from two years to three, Mr Johnston
accepted the post, and was officially

m www.readingfc.co.uk

appointed on 15th November 1955.

Elm Park was a ground Harry
Johnston already knew quite well.
Although he had never played there
for Blackpool, his only league club,
he had guested for Reading during
the war years, and Blackpool had
used Elm Park as a training base prior
to the famous Wembley FA Cup
Final of 1953, in which Johnston
captained his team to a 4-3 win over
Bolton Wanderers.

Johnston's reputation as a player
was that of an archetypal, loyal, one-
club man. He made his debut for
Blackpool in November 1937, aged
18, and was a regular in the first

team for the next 18 seasons apart
from wartime service, much of which
he spent as a PT instructor with an
RAF maintenance unit in the Middle
East. In the ten post-war seasons he
was the lynchpin of the popular and
successful Blackpool team which
appeared in the FA Cup finals of
1948 and 1951, before he became

. the first captain of the Seasiders to

[ift the trophy in that Coronation
year of 1953.

During his 438 Football League
games with Blackpool, Johnston
played in all three half-back positions
as well as making the occasional
appearance at centre-forward.

He was much respected for his

gentlemanly behaviour on and off
the pitch, though he was a strong
character whose commanding
leadership was an inspiration to those
around him. Elected ‘Footballer of the
Year' in 1951 by the Football Writers’
Association, he won ten England caps
in an all-too brief international career.
His final appearance for his country
came in the disastrous 7-1 defeat by
Hungary in Budapest in May 1954.

Clearly Harry Johnston had all the
qualities required for a lengthy and
fruitful managerial career, and as
he moved with his wife and young
son David into the club house at
28 Kenilworth Avenue, he must
have relished the challenge that
confronted him. But he found

the club in a parlous state. The
youth scheme had been greatly
neglected, the financial situation
was desperate, and he was horrified
by the standard of play of his first
team squad. So he persuaded the
board of directors to allow him

to extend the scouting network,
and organize coaching sessions for
schoolboys and local youngsters

at Palmer Park stadium. He also
introduced weightlifting training for
his professional players in an effort
to build up their stamina. This was
successful as he was able to steer
the club away from the threat of
re-election, and also ensured that
Reading became founder members
of the non-regional Third Division
in 1958.

The manager had to deal with many
other innovations, including two
new competitions. Reading were
twice losing finalists in the Southern
Professional Floodlit Cup, against
Luton Town in 1957, and against
Portsmouth in 1958. The Club also
made its bow in the Football League
Cup in the 1960/1 season. These
additional fixtures, plus the numerous
floodlit friendly matches arranged to
provide extra revenue, resulted in a
lengthening injury list and Reading
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were never able to make a sustained
bid for promotion.

The maximum wage was abolished
in 1961, and this put further pressure

\ onthe manager as he had to conduct

negotiations with all his playing staff.
So difficult was the money situation

. that Johnston himself was asked to
. take a cut in salary and expenses,

something he politely declined to do.
Even his best transfer deal, the signing
of young centre-forward Denis Allen
from Charlton Athletic in August
1961, was completed at a bargain
price of just £900.

Despite all those external pressures,
Johnston persevered with his belief in
trying to make his teams play skilful
possession football. He had a habit

of jabbing his right index finger at his
forehead whilst saying to his young
players, “You've got to be thinking all
the time, you've got to be thinking!”
Eventually however it was the lack of
funds available to buy experienced,

on arrived at E

quality strikers that caused his
downfall, and he was told on 12th
December 1962 that his contract, due
to expire in November 1963, would
not be renewed.

His departure from Elm Park was
handled in a dignified manner, with

. the board paying tribute to his hard

work and integrity over the past seven

© years. He in turn wished Reading FC

all the best for its future success. He
remains to this day the Club’s longest

i serving manager.

Harry Johnston returned to Blackpooal, ,

where he became a scout for his
former club until his death at the
premature age of just 54 on 12th
October 1973.

Harry Johnston's Football League
record as Reading manager was:

Played 327, Won 133, Drawn 70,
Lost 124, Goals for 558,
Goals against 507.

www.readingfc.co.uk m



TAIT

JIMMY
WHEELER

hey may have had very different styles but their goalscoring records and all-out
Tef‘fort for the Reading cause made Tommy Tait and Jimmy Wheeler two of the

most popular players we have ever had.

() THE ROAD TO READING

Born in the North East, Tommy Tait was a
schoolboy international and the Rooney of
his day — helping Man City to promotion as a

o, iy 19 year-old and then scoring 28 First Division

goals in 31 games two years later. He also
played for Sunderland, Middlesbrough, Southport and
‘Bolton before settling down at Luton, where he scored
50 League goals in 84 games during three seasons. In
1934 he joined Bournemouth but by November he was
on the move again when he signed for Reading.

A true ‘Biscuitman’, Jimmy Wheeler was
born in Reading and worked as electrician
for Huntley & Palmers, as well as playing
for ‘the factory’. He also played for
Berkshire Boys Clubs when they won the
national cup so he came to the attention of several
clubs. Brentford and Leyton Orient both offered Jimmy
terms but there was only one club he was going to sign
for and in May 1952 he joined Reading as an amateur,
signing professional terms three months later.

() READING RECORD

Tommy cost us a club record £1,000,
which did not please our bank manager!
He would have been even more annoyed
if the Supporters’ Club had not chipped
in £200 for our new centre forward but
that was the last time anyone complained about the
signing. A hat-trick on his debut, at Aldershat, plus
two disallowed ‘goals’ made Tommy an immediate
favourite with the fans, popularity that never waned
during his five years at Elm Park. Tommy soon
established himself as our chief goalscorer, topping
our scorers’ list for each of his first four seasons and
averaging well over a goal every two games. But
there was much more to Tommy than just his goals.
A deep thinker and tactically astute, Tommy was
one of the first centre forwards to roam from the
middle of the pitch and, in dragging the centre half
with him, he created many goals for his colleagues.
He was also an all-action player who never gave up

]E www.readingfc.co.uk

Jimmy Wheeler broke into the first team
almost immediately and scored on his debut
against Shrewsbury. He was used on either
wing where his pace and control plus his
ability to shoot with both feet made him

a constant threat. He reached double figures in nine
consecutive seasons and was our top scorer from 1957/8
to 1960/1, when he scored a remarkable 35 goals. During
that period "Jimmy Wee’ had graduated through the
inside forward position to the centre forward role where,
despite being only 5 ft 6, he scored a fair share of headed
goals against much taller opponents. Many of Jimmy's
goals came as a result of the amazing energy he displayed
in each and every game. He would chase every lost cause
and frequently surprised his opponents by reaching a ball

. that they had considered out of danger. In September

1964, with Ron Blackman's goalscoring record within his
reach, Jimmy broke his leg and this virtually ended his
first team career yet also led to his greatest triumph. As

and never flinched a challenge, factors that served to
increase his popularity and effectiveness at Elm Park.
Consequently, you can imagine the uproar when it
was announced just before the end of the 1937/8
season that Tommy was not being retained by the
club. The local press were inundated with letters of
protest and a petition demanding that he be retained
was started by fans. Tommy had a better idea - in the
two remaining games he scored five times to force a
change of heart on the directors. Tommy stayed one
more season before ending his Reading career with a
remarkable 103 goals in 168 games.

manager and captain of our reserves he led his young
team to a memorable championship season, playing as
an inspirational left back. Even from this position, Jimmy
couldn’t contain his goalscoring instincts as he netted
nine times as the Stiffs’ attracted higher attendances
than the first team. Adored by the fans, Jimmy was voted
our Player of the Year that season, even though he only

- played two first team games, His obvious leadership

qualities eventually saw him tempted to leave Elm Park in
1968 to become Bradford’s manager. Only Trevor Senior

- has scored more Reading goals than the 170 that Jimmy

netted in 452(1) games.

() AFTERLIFE

Tommy joined Torquay in June 1939 but
his career was ended prematurely by the

where he scored four times in 10 outings. Tommy
eventually returned to the North East for a life outside
football and died in Barnton at the age of 67.

war. Even so he returned to Elm Park a year
later to play a couple of wartime games as
a guest, and also guested for Southampton

Jimmy enjoyed immediate success at Valley
Parade, guiding Bradford to promotion in
his first season, but after a poor start to the
following season Jimmy resigned. He never
worked in the game again and after running

a pub in Sandhurst he worked for the Met Office in
Bracknell. Since retiring, Jimmy has made many visits to
the Mad Stad where he remains as popular as ever.

() CLAIM TO FAME

In 1934, after an hour of being fouled by
an over-physical (even by 30s standards)

snapped and he struck the offender. As
a result Tommy became the first Reading
player to be sent off in an Elm Park League fixture.
As Tommy left the pitch to a standing ovation his

tormenter was carried off — it was Boxing Day, after all!

Millwall defender, Tommy’s patience finally

Although Jimmy never worked in football
after he left Bradford, he scouted for
several clubs and one of his more recent
discoveries was West Ham's Roy Carroll.
Less successful was the signing of Michael

Owen’s father, Terry, for Bradford. Apparently, Owen
senior was every bit as gifted as his son on the training
pitch but could never transfer his talents to matchdays.

() STRAP'S STATS

* Tommy is one of only 13 Reading players to have a better than a goal-every-other-game record. Of those players
who made over 100 appearances, Tommy's average is third to Ron Blackman and Tony MacPhee.

* Jimmy is our second highest all-time scorer while Tommy is in fourth place.

* In those amazing coincidences that only Nigel Meek’s Ultimate RFC Database can throw up, both Jimmy and
Tommy hit four goals once and netted three hat-tricks, while both of their Reading debuts saw us hit five goals.

* Southend were Jimmy's favourite opponents with 12 goals in 18 starts while Tommy hit 10, including two hat-

tricks, in 8 games against Aldershot.

* THE STRAPOMETER — The two players’ careers coincided with contrasting Reading fortunes. Tommy’s team was
rarely out of the top three while Jimmy had to lift a usually struggling team. Consequently Tommy averaged 1.76
points per game while Jimmy's efforts were only rewarded with a 1.5 average. «

www, readingfc.co.uk ﬂ
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il Lower West/ Price per match Saving per match
. H East Stand equivalent on matchday price
q Adult £190 £17.27 £4.73
16-21 & over 65 £120 £10.90 £3.10
Under 16 £50 £4.55 £9.45
Under 12 £35 £3.18 £10.82
#
’ . North | Price per match ' Saving per match
o ‘ Stand | equivalent | on matchday price
= : . Adult £165 ; £15 , £7
: b o 16-21 & over 65 | £100 | £9.09 | £4.91
¢ Under 16 £50 | £4.55 £9.45
f . A Under 12 £35 £3.18 | £10.82
E - ' .
\ Upper West Price per match Saving per match
' Stand equivalent | on matchday price

® Under 16 £60 £5.45 £11.55
gRynafgptbalicom Under 12 £40 £3.63 £13.37

i Adult - £200 . £18.18 ‘ £6.82

p“m“ - 16-21 & over 65 £145 £13.18 . . £382
- |
i

PUMA are proud to be the official kit supplier for Reading Football Club
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IF YOU'RE LOOKING
FOR A TRANSFER,
CHASING PROMOTION
OR BREAKING INTO
THE FIRST TEAM,
YOU'VE FOUND THE
RIGHT PLACE

ENGINEERING ' SCIENCE
ENVIRONMENTAL, SAFETY &
QUALITY SPECIALISTS | CRAFT
PROCESS OPERATORS ' BUSINESS
ADMINISTRATION

Not getting the kind of involvement you deserve?

Tired of sitting back and watching someone else take

the glory? Then look no further than AWE — one of the
nation’s largest high-tech research, development and
production facilities, with sole responsibility for
maintaining the UK's nuclear deterrent.

The sheer scale and complexity of our operations means
we have opportunities for ambitious people in all areas,
from new joiners including graduates and apprentices
through to experienced scientists, engineers and business
people. So why not join a team where you'll have a
chance to prove yourself?

Visit www.MovelntoDefence.com or call 0118 982 9009
for an application form.

AWE welcomes applications from women and men, regardless of disability, sexuality,
racial or ethnic origin, age (up to 65) or responsibility for dependants Successful
candidates will be selected solely on their ability to carry out the duties of the post
Because of the nature of the work undertaken at AWE, these posts are required to meet

special nationality rules and therefore are only open to British Citizens. All selected
candidates will be required to undergo security clearance.
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RESERVES REPORT

A LOCAL DERBY
WIN FOR OUR
SECOND STRING

WYCOMBE 0-1 READING

PONTINS COMBINATION LEAGUE

he Royals reserves gained

a 1-0 local derby victory
over Wycombe Wanderers
on Wednesday afternoon,
with youngster Simon Cox
netting the only goal midway
through the first half at the
Causeway Stadium.

Brynjar Gunnarsson made a
successful return from injury
following a month on the
sidelines, while recent signings
Michael Dobson and Aaron
Brown made their debuts.

The only goal came when debutant
Brown gained possession in
defence and strode confidently
forward before delivering a pass
that released Cox, who advanced
to the edge of the penalty area and
slotted home past former Reading
loanee Talia in the Wycombe goal.

There were plenty of opportunities
for the second string to add to the
scoring, but Cox and Long were
denied on a number of occasions,
while Curtis Osano — playing in an
unfamiliar midfield position — also

forced an excellent save from
Talia. Despite their dominance,
the Royals were grateful to young
keeper Ben Hamer for an excellent
late save that secured the victory.

Reserve team boss Brian
McDermott was happy with his
side’s performance, saying, “I
thought it should have been four
or five, we had so many chances.
On another day Coxy would

have had four or five goals on his
own, Shane Long had a couple of
chances as well, and Frank Talia did
well in goal for them.”

Brian felt a number of individuals
produced good displays, saying,

“| thought Aaran Brown was very
good. He defended well, won all
his headers and cleared his lines
when he had to. He made the
goal by putting the ball in the right
place, and he can be very pleased
with his first performance as a
Reading player.

“Michael Dobson has played a
lot of games at League level,
and we had a more solid look
about us, especially in the first half
when Brynjar Gunnarsson played.
We know that Bryn is a top pro

and he strolled through the game
at centre-half. It was always the
plan to just give him 45 minutes,
and eased him back into action.”

There was also praise for young
striker Shane Long, who was
returning from an absence
through injury. Brian said, “Shane
hadn't played for five or six
weeks and | thought he looked
really strong and powerful.
There’s a lot to come from him,
he has raw talent and when he
really understands the game he'll
have a great chance.”

2]0) S LINE-UP

1

HAMER
2

16
pogson ! ! i
UNNARSSON 19
growN__ |
p STAPLETON ¥

Subs Used Karacan, Castle, Joseph-Dubois

www.readingfc.co.uk




THE WORLD'S FIRST

PERFORMANCE HYBRID SUV

THE LEXUS HYBRID RX 400h

Qur new perlormance Sports Utility Vehicle runs on a combination of petrol and
electricity. At the heart of it is a unique and innovative system called Hybrid
Synergy Drive. This system knows when to draw on the V6 engine, when to draw
on the two electric motors, and when to draw on all three for maximum power
and efficiency. Yet impressively powerful as it is, the RX 400h class-beating fuel
consumption and emission levels are close to those of the average compact family
car. ltis the first of its kind in the world.

If you would like to be one of the first to experience this revolutionary new
technology, call your nearest Lexus Centre.

Fuel economy figures: extr

LEXUS BRACKNELL
John Nike Way, Amen Corner

Tel 01344 789777

LEXUS OXFORD
Cumnor Hill, Oxford

Tel 01865 865 111

www.lexus.co.uk/bracknell www.lexus.co.uk/oxford

LEXUS READING
Rose Kiln Lane, Reading

Tel ONB 9758877

www.lexus.co.uk/reading

Oresxus

The pursuit of perfection

nclude VAT de

m (349 mpg). CO, emissions 192g/km

ACADEMY REPORT

DETAILS OF A
THUMPING WIN

READING 4-0 LEICESTER

NATIONAL ACADEMY LEAGUE

he Royals Academy side

gained a highly impressive
4-0 victory over Leicester City
in their last National Academy
League fixture a fortnight ago.

All four goals came in a 17-minute
burst towards the end of the first
half, with striker Liam Marum
bagging a brace after fellow
frontman Pierre Joseph-Dubois had
opened the scoring. Captain and
central defender Curtis Ujah netted
the fourth after 42 minutes.

Academy Manager Eamonn Dolan
was very impressed with his
team’s performance, commenting,
“Qur boys were very good against
a strong Leicester outfit. The
game was fairly even at first and
Leicester had plenty of possession,
but we scored some good goals in

WANT TO JOIN THE ACADEMY?

We are always on the look-out for talented local youngsters, and have a number of coaches and scouts who attend

If we identify a player, they may be invited to spend time at one of our Development Centres. from there, the most
talented players can be invited to join the Academy'’s Elite Centre, which takes place at Madejski Stadium once a
week for boys aged between 7-13, and successful graduates from the Elite Centre will be invited to a six-week trial to

To recommend a player, contact our Academy Recruitment Officer Steve Shorey with a letter containing full details of
the boy’s playing history, forthcoming games, venues and kick-off times. You can also call Steve on 0118 968 1416.

Goalscorer Liam Marum

quick succession to make it 4-0 at
half-time.”

Eamonn was pleased to see his
strikers on target, but is looking
for further improvement in certain
areas. "We've certainly got

some strikers who are capable

of scoring very good goals, but
we're looking for those players to
improve their reactions, strength
and linkage of play. Overall we
want them to become more
structured in their play.

"Kevin Doyle is a really good
example of a striker who is
structured in his play. He is
always looking to stretch the
play and get behind the
defence. We have players
who sometimes do those
things, but sometimes don't,
and we are working hard to try
to instill greater consistency in
their play.”

local games every week.

join their Academy age-group.

There were no Academy League
fixtures last weekend due to an
in-service training weekend for the
coaches, with former Arsenal player
Stewart Robson providing some
sessions for our Academy staff. Our
under 18s are returning to action
today against the MK Dons.

ROYALS LINEUP

Subs Used Bygrave, Crockford, Piotrowski

www.readingfc.co.uk m
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RABBITS
VEHICLE I RE

self drive |needs

get in good habits...
...hire from Rabbits

L H R

For all your

LY

the Complete vehicle hire specialists

Wolsey Road, Caversham, Reading RG4 8BY
Tel: 0118 946 1661 Fax: 0118 946 1098

Branches at
Basingstoke * Bracknell » Didcot

GRY www.rabbitsvehiclehire.co.uk BYRLY

OFFICIAL FUEL CONSUMPTION FIGURES FOR SAAB 9.3 SPORT
SALOON RANGE IN MPG (LITRES/100KM): URBAN 208-39.2 (72-13.7),
EXTRA URBAN 42.2-64.2 (4.4-6.7), COMBINED 31.0-523 (54-9.1). CO:

EMISSIONS IN G/KM: 147-218. Model shown is Saab 9-3 Aero Sport Saloon fitced with
manual gearbox (£24,995).

For all things Saab.

From just £16,995 on-the-road.

Reading Saab

Part of the WhiteQuay Group
www.readingsaab.co.uk
Call: 0118 950 9000

26 Portman Road, Reading, Berkshire RG30 1EA  move your mind™

improving facilities

funding partners

HESYT

creating opportunities.
building communities

cash in on our
support for
« pitches

* social inclusion
projects

= changing rooms

+ education
schemes

« kit and equipment
* pavilions

4

9
*®

"

FoothallFoundation

football’s biggest supporter

www.footballfoundation.org.uk Helpline 0800 0277766

CHRISTMAS SHOPPING

OUR TOP TEN
CHRISTMAS
GIFTS FROM
THE MADEJSKI
STADIUM
MEGASTORE!

1) Reading FC replica shirt
If you're not already wearing the
blue and white of the Royals, the
new Kyocera sponsored 2005/6
home kit is now available from
prices as low as £28. The new
shirt (long and short sleeved
available) is made of lightweight
performance fabric, has breathable
side panels and a traditional
collar, plus a plain section on the
back for clearly visible name and
number printing.

2) Bench Coat

The clocks have gone back and
the dark winter nights are drawing
in, so you'll need to wrap up
warm with a deluxe ‘Bench Coat'
with fleeced interior for the frosty
mornings, a concealed hood for
the inevitable English downpours,
as well as a mobile phone pocket,
zipped pockets and adjustable
sleeves and waist band. Buy it now
from £60.

3) Players Fleece

Or you can keep warm in style with
a Players Fleece priced between £34
and £40. With a short zip at the
front, deep zipped pockets and a
toggle at the hem, you'll be able to
keep the chilly winds out.

4) 2005/06 away shirt

If you fancy a change from the
hoops, why not buy the new
Navy away shirt? Lightweight
performance fabric with
breathable side panels and a
contemporary collar.

2005/06 home shirt

5) Quality footballs

Hone your own footballing skills in
the park. We've got full size leather
Puma footballs from just £10

— the perfect gift for any aspiring
young footballer. You can also get
a smaller sized Reading FC Skill
Ball' for just £6, which is ideal for
improving ball control and a young
player’s first touch.

6) RFC Polo Shirts

Reading Foatball Club polo shirts
are another great gift available at
a bargain price. You can get a twin
pack of polo shirts, one navy and
one royal blue, at the special price
of just £14 for children and £20
for adults,

7) Academy Sweatshirt

Part of our Academy range from
Puma, a light blue sweatshirt with
the Reading crest on the front,
displaying the message ‘Supporting
Excellence Since 1871'. Now
available for only £15 for all ages.

8) RFC Swim Shorts

What better way to get you
through the winter nights
than thoughts of the summer
sun, beautiful beaches, and a
gentle swim in the sea. Navy
blue swimming shorts with
the embroidered RFC logo are
available from £16.

9) Ladieswear

We also have a large range

of ladieswear, from hooded
sweatshirts, stylish fitted t-shirts,

hats, bags and more.

10) Souvenirs

And what do you buy the hardened
Royals fan who seems to have
everything already? From water
bottles and flags to keyrings and
stationery, the RFC Megastore has
it all! You can even buy the latest
edition of the new Royals Magazine
for just £3.50.

THREE WAYS TO SHOP!
There are three easy ways to buy
your official RFC merchandise:

1) At the Madejski Stadium
Megastore — open Monday-Saturday
(9am-5.30pm), Sundays (10am-
4pm), and until 8pm on Thursdays
between now and Christmas.

2) By telephone on 0118 968 1234

3) In our online shop at
www.readingfc.co.uk

Please note that London Irish are at
home on Sunday 4th December and
Sunday 11th December, so Royals
fans are advised to avoid visiting
the Stadium on those days.

Important - please also note
that Friday 16th December

is the deadline to guarantee
pre-Christmas delivery (subject

to stock availability). Any order
placed after the deadline will be
processed as soon as possible,
but we cannot guarantee delivery
for Christmas.

www. readingfc.co.uk ﬂ



RFC COVIMUNITY

Young fans enjoy the ‘Girls Day’ at the recent home match against Hull

NEEME

LATEST ACTIVITIES

W 27 4
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A LOOK AT OUR

MANAGERS’ DAYS

Some of our most popular activities
are the Reading FC Managers’ Days,
which give local football teams

the opportunity to see behind the
scenes at Reading Football Club.

We appreciate the importance of
working with local football clubs

in our community and see this as

a great way to work together. As
you know we already have in place
coaching sessions for children, and
now we can offer education days to
their managers, trainers and other
volunteers of local clubs.

The days consist of theory and
practical coaching sessions. We
start on the theory side, discussing
how young players develop
learning skills. We then move
onto the practical side of the day
which is held at our Academy
Training Centre, where we have
the opportunity to demonstrate
practical coaching sessions on
warm ups, passing, team shape,
goalkeeping and much more.

This also gives the managers the
chance to be coached by our highly
qualified community staff.

Recently we welcomed the Twyford
Comets to their fourth Managers’
Day, and their communications
officer Steve Green said, "The
Managers' Day at Reading FC is now
a reqular part of our calendar and
we encourage all our managers and

~ team helpers to attend each year.

"Taking on the role of the

players for a few hours helps us
understand what works well from
their perspective, and this in turn
helps us to better plan our own
weekly training sessions. There are
new ideas each time for making
warm-ups and training routines fun
for the players, plus of course the
ongoing reinforcement of coaching
basics for the managers.”

If your club would like to get involved
in our Managers' Days, please
contact our Community Manager Lee
Herron on 0118 968 1415.

CHARTER
STANDARD
HOLIDAY
COURSES

COMMUNITY PENALTY CUP
Today we see the final tie in the

last 16 of the half-time Community
Penalty Cup. The two teams
competing for a place in the quarter
finals are Shiplake and Wokingham &
Emmbrook — good luck to you both!

The last team-to progress was
Finchampstead FC, who beat
Tadley Calleva by four goals to nil
during the half-time break of our
game with Hull.

FA CHARTER AWARD

Today we have the pleasure

of welcoming Wokingham &
Emmbrook FC pitchside to receive
their FA Charter Development Club
Award. Present to receive the award
are Mark Ashwell (Chairman) and
Graham Tabor (Youth Chairman),
and the community scheme will
look forward to working very closely
with Wokingham & Emmbrook in
the coming months.

ROYALS ROADSHOW
The Royals Roadshow is now

coming to the end of the first
phase. To date we have visited

11 schools in the Reading area,
seeing more than 900 children. The
last leg on the Roadshow will see
us visit Coley Primary School on
Wednesday, when Bobby Convey
will be the special guest!

The Roadshow got underway

in September at Christ the King
School in Whitley, and the school’s
PE co-ordinator Nathan Broad

said, “It was a great experience

for the children. They had the
opportunity to meet Kevin Doyle
and at the same time receive a very
important message on fire safety

with a bit of coaching thrown in for |

good measure. We thank Reading
Football Club and ADT for making
it such a great day.”

WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS

A warm welcome from Football in
the Community to our guests for
today’s game: FC Fernhill u13s &
u15s from Bracknell, and Wexham
School in Slough. Both groups of

players will be put through their
paces with a coaching session in the
Academy Training Centre, followed
by tickets to watch the game.

CHRISTMAS SOCCER SCHOOLS
We have organised various soccer
schools for boys and girls in the
rapidly approaching Christmas
holidays. You will need to bring
your kit, football boots, trainers,
shin pads, packed lunch, plenty of
drink, shower proof jacket in case

Wallmqford Wailranord Sports Park
Thatcham enwrck Worthy Piaqu
Hungerford John (o} Gaunt School

of showers. There will also be a
medal, competitions and prizes to
be won.

We are also organising a girls-
only soccer skills day at Madejski
Stadium on Wednesday 2 1st
December. A list of more venues
and dates is below. For further
information and a booking form
for any of our courses please
call 0118 968 1460 or email
soccerschools@readingfc.co.uk

Area Venue Dates Cost
Reading Academy Tramlng Centre lgth- 21stDec | £40for3 days
7Read|ng - Prospect School 5 22nd-23rd Dec-m £2S for 2 days'
Basenqstoke Down Granqe Piaylnq Frelds | 20th-22nd Dec £38 for3 days o
‘Bracknell ‘  Binfield Prlmary Schooi Tziér-zakd Dec £38 for 3days ------
Farnborouqh Yateley School  22nd-23rd Dec | £22for2 days"“
Slouqh Herschel Sports Centre | 22nd-23rd Dec | £25 for 2 days :
' Ando\rer o Charlton Leisure Centre e 22nd 23rd Decrw:mfzs for 2 days"

| 22nd Dec e
Flelds 21st- 22nd Dec
i Zznd 23rd Dec

£28 for 2 days
£28 for 2 days

TODAY’S MASCOTS

TODAY'S MASCOTS ARE (L-R): JAMES HIGGINS, REBECCA
HIGGINS, JACK BRENNAN, REBECCA MURRAY

QUICK QUIZ

Who scored Reading’s opener
against Hull City in our last
home game?

Who scored our last goal at
Elm Park?

Who plays their home games
at Belle Vue?

Which British club won the
UEFA Cup in 1983/4 season?

Who did England play in their
| last game at the old Wembley?

|
‘E www.readingfc.co.uk www.readingfc.co.uk m
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LATEST NEWS
FROM OUR
HOSPITALITY
DEPARTMENT

Reading F.C.

MATCH SPONSORSHIP

We have availability for a match
sponsor for the Christmas period
games against Leicester (28th
December) and Cardiff City (2nd
January). So if you want an extra
bit of festive cheer, what better
way than treating yourself to some
first class hospitality at Madejski
Stadium! The match sponsorship
package includes:

* VIP car parking

* Sparkling wine reception

* Complimentary wines, beers
and spirits

* Complimentary matchday
programmes

* Stadium tour (except evening
matches)

* Pre-match talk with player/s
* Full dining

* Luxury match seating

* Half-time refreshments

* Man-of-the-match and gift
presentations

- < - * Commemorative photographs
M m * Company logo on programme
A 4 cover

Millwall F.C. Luton Town F.C. * Programme acknowledgement

bl

Watford F.C.

Crewe Alexandra F.C.

Cttoly

Leicester City F.C.

Norwich City F.C.

Derby County F.C. Ipswich Town F.C.

Burnley F.C.

Ceetoly

Sheffield Wednesday F.C.

Ccetoly

Leeds United F.C.

RFC COVIMERCIAL

* PA and scoreboard
announcements

We offer great value at an all inclusive
price of just £137+vat per person for
Match Sponsorship and £120+vat per
person for Matchball Sponsorship.
For further details contact us on the
details shown below.

Today's match sponsors are
Prolnstall, the UK's number one
trade Audio Visual installation
company, with a nationwide

team of trained engineers, project
managers, electricians, and
programmers. They are able to
deal with projects ranging from

a simple boardroom to a project
implementation involving literally
hundreds of sites, and have to date
carried out over 5,000 classroom
installs into predominantly primary
and secondary education,

Since being established Prolnstall
has created new standards in the
audio visual installation market by
focusing on continual improvement
and on the range services provided.

They are unigue in providing, a
nationwide, fixed price, one stop
solution with 100% satisfaction
guarantee on all their work.

MAN OF THE MATCH

Our last home game was the 3-1
victory over Hull City, and after the
game our 280 Madejski Stadium
Suiteholders voted to give the Man
of the Match award to the game’s
opening goalscorer, Bobby Convey.
Our picture above shows Bobby
receiving the award from lan and
Aden Clack and Russell Parker from
Airwide Solutions.

CONTACT
DETAILS

For more information or to
book please call Kevin Girdler
or Richard McCoull on 0118

968 1302/3 or email kgirdler@
readingfc.co.uk / rmccoull@
readingfc.co.uk

www.readingfc.co.uk

V2

Plymouth Argyle F.C.

C‘ %
Queens Park Rangers FC Brighton & Hove Albion F. c

Preston North End F.C.

TODAY'S SPONSORS m

Welcome to our match sponsors Pro Install. We hope you have an enjoyable day. For more information on
match sponsorship at Madejski Stadium, please call Kevin Girdler on 0118 968 1303

Cectoly

Sheffield United F.C.

s
/ /// f)///

CHURCH Hot

Wehorhamphn' Wande mra. F.C.

¥

Stoke City F.C.

ccttoly

Southampton F.C.

Vintner

The ‘Coca-Cola’
Football League.
The Real League.

Cardiff City F.C.

Man of the Maich champagne kindly supplied by
Church House Vintners of Newbury, tel 01635 579327

www.readingfc.co.uk E
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SALES CENTRE NEWS

lease note that the Madejski

Stadium Sales Centre will be
closed to personal callers and
phone callers on Monday 5th
December. This is so that all
half season ticket applications
can be processed, which has
to be done before the home
game with Leicester on 28th
December can go on sale (as
this is the game from which
half season tickets begin).

The opening hours for the Madejski
Stadium Sales Centre have changed
to make it easier for supporters to
buy tickets. The new hours are;

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Saturday NON matchdays

—midaay

BUS SERVICES

Saturday matchdays

9am by phone

9am-half-time in person
Sunday NON matchdays

Closed

The Sales Centre is also open for

30 minutes after a weekend game.

: The new opening hours give

supporters the chance to visit

or telephone the Sales Centre
after standard working hours,
with extended evening openings
on Wednesdays (for Sevens
Presentations Evenings) and
Thursdays (to coincide with late-
night town centre shopping).

Another benefit for supporters
is that you can now call outside
of peak hours and therefore

pay lower call charges. The later
opening times also give the
Sales Centre staff more time for
administration and staff training.

A number of bus services are running to and from Madejski
Stadium on matchdays again this year, and fares have
been kept unchanged from last season.

Services are available from Reading Station, Sonning Common,
Emmer Green, Caversham, Caversham Park, Woodley, Cemetery
Junction, Lower Earley, Purley, Tilehurst, Newbury, Thatcham,
Midgham, Woolhampton, Aldermaston, Theale and Calcot.

Fares begin from £2.50 for an adult return depending on your
departure point, and great value family return tickets are also
available. For a full list of timetables and pick-up points, see the
concourses inside Madejski Stadium, visit readingfc.co.uk/page/
Transport or call Reading Buses on 0118 959 6000.

STADIUM TOURS

We are pleased to offer official
tours of Madejski Stadium, giving
fans a unigue chance to take a
behind-the-scenes look at the
home of the Royals. The fully
quided tours include the changing
rooms, Directors’ Lounge and
hospitality areas. The price is £5
for adults and £2 for concessions,
and the tours are between 45
minutes and one hour in duration.
It is necessary to book in advance.
Reservations can only be made

by calling our tour guide, Paul
Robinson, on 0118 958 0036.

SAFETY GATE

Please note the Safety Gate
behind the South Stand will be

in operation after today's game,
and traffic will be held back for
20 minutes until pedestrians have
safely departed.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

We are able to display ‘Happy
Birthday’ messages on the new
video screen. If you would like your
message to be displayed, please
email birthdays@backtheboys.com
at least two days before the game.

ANY QUESTIONS?

We always want to hear your
comments, suggestions and
queries, and all supporters are
welcome to contact our Customer
Services Manager Jackie Evans. You
can get in touch with her by phone
(0118 968 1211), fax (0118 968
1101), email (jevans@readingfc.
co.uk) or post (Customer Services,
Reading FC, Madejski Stadium,
Reading, Berkshire, RG2 OFL).

www. readingfc.co.uk “



SALES CENTRE

OPENING HOURS AND PRICES

The Madejski Stadium Sales Centre is open
tly at the following times:
10am-6pm
10am-6pm
| 11am-8pm
‘ 11am-8pm
| F 10am-6pm
| 9am-midday
! 9am-midday by
person
Closed

The Sales Centre telephone number is 0870
999 1871. Call charges are 6.72p per minute at
peak times, 3.6p off peak and 2.8p at weekends.

Buying tickets online at www.readingfc.co.uk is
the cheapest and simplest way to purchase seats.
The online ticketing system is open 24 hours a

day, seven days a week.

SEATS BOOKED ONLINE - MEMBER CARD
HOLDERS ONLY

East, North and Lower West stands: Adult £17,
Concession £9

Upper West stand: Adult £20, Concession £12

SEATS BOOKED IN ADVANCE WITH A
MEMBER CARD

East, North and Lower West stands: Adult £19,
Concession £11

Upper West stand: Adult £22, Concession £14

NON-MEMBER CARD BOOKINGS AND ALL
MATCHDAY PURCHASES

East, North and Lower West stands: Adult £22,
Concession £ 14

Upper West stand: Adult £25, Concession £17

Concessions are for fans aged 65 and over or 21 and under
- if you are aged between 16-21 you must register with the
ticket office providing proof of age. Under 5s go free on

a guardian’s lap. Disabled prices include a free ticket for
personal assistant if required.

UPGRADES

You can upgrade a concession season ticket for a one-off
game. Contact the Sales Centre with the customer number on
the concession Member Card and pay a £10 upgrade fee. The
concession Member Card can then be used by an adult.

E www.readingfc.co.uk

The New Den
Sat 17th December 2005
Kick-off 3pm

Club Address:
The New Den
Zampa Road
Bermondsey
London

SE16 3LN

Tel: 020 7232 1222
info@millwallplc.com
www.millwallfc.co.uk

=Y (Fcaiizgy CHAMPIONSHIP

Match Preview

Steve Coppell's team will

be aiming to complete the
double against ex-Reading
coach Colin Lee’s side after
a 5-0 thumping at Madejski
Stadium in August. The Lions
played most of that game
with 10 men after keeper
Andy Marshall was sent off,
and they are likely to have
another new shotstopper for
this game as Lenny Pidgeley
has recently signed on loan
from Chelsea.

Reading legend Adie
Williams will not play as
his loan at Millwall from
Coventry comes to an end
this weekend.

WOLVES 261205

Molineux
Mon 26th December 2005
Kick-off 3pm

Club Address:
Molineux Ground
Waterloo Road
Wolverhampton
WV1 4QR

Tel: 0870 442 0123
info@wolves.co.uk
www.wolves.co.uk

(Pea( 3 CHAMPIONSHIP |

Match Preview
A Boxing Day trip to the
Black Country as the Royals
look to erase the memory of
last season’s 4-1 thrashing at
Molineux. After being among
the pre-season favourites
Glen Hoddle's side have
struggled for consistency and
have drawn too many games,
but remain in a decent
position to make a push for
automatic promotion if they
can hit top form.

They are hoping to welcome
back top scorer Carl Cort,
who underwent a knee
operation in October but
could be back in contention
for the Christmas period.

ROYALS ON
TOUR 05/06

HOTLINE 0870 9899 1871

TICKET ALLOCATION

We have an initial allocation
of 1,500 tickets, with more
available if needed.

Tickets will go on general

sale immediately after this
afternoon’s game, priced at
£19 for adults, £12 for seniors
and £10 for under 16s. There
are five disabled spaces with
free helper space.

LLOCATION

Ticket information is not
yet available. Please see
readingfc.co.uk and local
press for details.

www. readingfc.co.uk m
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home games
appear in bold

fac - fa cup
cc - carling cup

number before name
denotes player replaced

number in red denotes
number of goals scored

COCA-COLA CHAMPIONSHIP TABLE

FIXTURES & RESULTS

! & TEAM BN D L F A PTS GD
0 S RESULTS - ATT T O O O O o o > = > €y ¢y EADING e L
ATE OPPONENT - e = zo= 0= = = READIN
B e . == — = = —] ] = R —. = = SHEFFUTD 7 e L I S S P ST
WATFORD a0 74 36 25 37 4l
SATAUG 6 PLYMOUTH ARGYLE 1-2 16,836 A:3,979 Hahnemann  Murty Shorey Sonko  Ingimarsson  Harper Sidwel 1Lt 4 pgorvey Lis1 Ooyle T S P i LEEDS SO0 6 4 3 ¥
TUE AUG 9 BRIGHTON 2-0 6,676 A:538 Hahnemann ~ Murty Shorey Sonko Ingimarsson Harper Sidwell 1Litle 1 = o ponvey Ilita Kitson 1 10ster 2Hunt 3Doyle Makin Stack LUTON 21010 4 7033
SAT AUG 13 PRESTON NORTH END 3-0 13,154 A:497 Hahnemann Murty Sharey Sonko Ingimarsson Harper Sicwell 2Litlel | g corvey Lita 2 Kitson 1 Hunt 20ster Doyle Makin Stack CARGEFRITRNEN s 8- T - 6 32
SAT AUG 20 MILLWALL 5-0 14,225 A:679  Hahnemann  Mury Shorey Sonke Ingimarsson  Harper1 Sidwell 1 3litle | yponvey 2 Lita 2Kitson 1 1 Hunt 200yl 30ster Makin Stack BURNLEY 21--0 4 830
TUE AUG 23 SWANSEA CITY (ccy) 3-1 7,603 A:540 Stack Makin Shorey Sonko Ingimarsson Harper il 1 Oster Hunt 2Doyle Kitson 2 13Litle  2Gunnarsson | 3Lital Corvey  Hahnemann STOKE P a0 b il PR ey e R IO e
SAT AUG 27 WATFORD 0-0 12,152 A979 Hahnemann Murty Shorey Sonko Ingimarsson Harper Sfdweu Lfme Convey 1Lita Kitson 1Doyle Makin Oster Hunt Stack C PALACE 19 9 3 T 31 22 360 39
MON AUG 29 BURNLEY 2-1 14,027 A:B90  Hahremann  Murty 2Shorey Sonko Ingimarsson Harper Sidwell Little Convey Lita 1Kitson 10oet  2Makin Oster Hunt Stack WOLVES L ) 5 26 18 90 48
SAT SEP 10 COVENTRY CITY 1-1 22,074 A:1,896  Hahnemann Murty Makin Sonko Ingimarsson Harper  Gunnarsson 1 \Tllﬂe Corvey 2Lita Doyle 1 10ster 20binna Baradji Hunt Stack E-E_STLO 6 i 11 4 34 20 729 4
TUE SEP 13 CRYSTAL PALACE 3-2 17,562 A:3,777 Hahnemann  Murty Makin Sonkol  Ingimarsson  Harper  Gunnarsson Litle 4 Gomvey Lia1 Doyle 1 1 Hunt T T e Shack N 21 sl g
SATSEP 17 CREWE ALEXANDRA 1-0 17,668 A:353  Haemen  Mury Makin Soko  Ingmarsson1  Herper  Gumnarsson  2Litle | apomey 1Lita Doyte e i e B e SOUTHAMPTON 20 5 12 3 23 18 27 45
TUE SEP 20 LUTON TOWN (cc2) 10 6,941 A:829  Hahnemann Murty Makin Sonko Ingimarsson Harper Baradji Ostert |~y 20binna 1Doyle 1Lita 2Cox  Gunnarsson  Little Federici QPR v WA R 4 1P i PR R | el L 4
SAT SEP 24 NORWICH CITY 1-0 24,850 A:986 Hahnemann Murty Makin Sanko Ingimarsson Harper1  Gunnarsson Little Convey 1Lita Dayle 10binna Oster Hunt Cox Federici LEICESTER L 6 Pl e AR L e |
WED SEP 28  SOUTHAMPTON 0-0 24,946 A:3,094 Hahnemann  1Murty Makin Sonko Ingimarsson Harper  Gunnarsson Lide Convey 2Lita Doyle 1 Hunt 20binna Oster Baradji Federici IPSWICH 2 e e e (L MRS & Sh”.C Mt 11
SATOCT 1 SHEFFIELD UNITED 2-1 22,068 A:3,745  Hahnemann Makin Hunt Sonko Ingimarsson Harper  Gunnarsson2 1 l{ﬂle | 2Comey 3lita Doyle 10ster 2 Baradj 30binna B Faderd NORWICH g *2*1' 5 s 0 21 27 5
SUN OCT 16 IPSWICH TOWN 2-0 17,581 A:2,034 Hahnemann  Makin Shorey Sonko Ingimarsson Harper  Gunnarsson 2Litle | 30onvey Lita 1Doyle 1 1Kson  20ater 3 Hunt faradi e e e
TUE OCT 18 HULL CITY 1-1 17,698 A484 Hahnemann  Makin Shorey Sonko Ingimarsson Harper  Gunnarsson Litie1 ¥ o, 1Lita Doyle 1 Kitson 20ster M Sidwell Stack e e e e Se
SATOCT 22  STOKE CITY 1-0 13,484 A888  Hahnemann  1Makin Shorey Sonko Ingimarsson Harper  Gunnarsson 2Litte ) ac0nmvey Kitson 1 Doyle ISidwel  20ster IHunt Obinna Stack HULCOy s e s 8 IR 25 30 -7
TUE OCT 25 SHEFFIELD UTD (ccay 2-0 11,607 A:442 Stack Murty Shorey Sonko Ingimarsson Sidwell Baradji O_Srer 2Hunt 1Kitson 2 Obinna 1Cox 2litle  Gunnarsson  Doyle Fibnaeriann PLYMOUTH 20 4 8 8 1625 - 20
SAT OCT 29 LEEDS UNITED 1-1 22,012 A:3,012 Hahnemann Murty Shorey Sonko Ingimarsson Harper  1Gunnarsson 1 Little: 2Comvey Kitson Doyle 1Sidwell 2 Hunt DOster Obinna Giack SHEFF WED 21 -4 8 3 1 27 20
TUENOV 1  SHEFFIELD WED 2-0 16,188 A:1,620 Hahremann  Murly Shorey Sonko  Ingimarsson  Harper Sidwell 2Litte | 3 comey Kitcon 1 Doyle T B COVENTRY TR
SATNOV 5 Q.PR. 2-1 15,347 A:2,878 Hahnemann  Murty Shorey Sonko  Ingimarsson1  Harper1 Sidwell TLitle °5 9 Convey Kitson Doyle 1Oster 2Hunt Makin Obinna Stack CREWE F e 0 g a1 19
SAT NOV 19 HULL CITY 3-1 17,864 A: 1,200 Hahnemann  Murty Shorey Sonka  Ingimarsson  Harper Sidwell 1Litte 1 5 convey 1 Lita 3Doyle 1 10ser  2Hunt  30binna  Makin Stack BRIGHTON e T
TUENOV 22 IPSWICH TOWN 3-0 22,621 A:514  Hahnemann  Murty Shorey Sonko Ingimarsson Harper Siwell 1 TLittle = 2Convey Lia1 Doyle 1 1Oster 2Hunt Obinna Makin Stack MILLWALL 513 e
SATNOV 26 PLYMOUTH ARGYLE 2-0 14,020 A: 1,569 Hshremann  Murty Sharey Sonko Ingimarsson Harper Sidwell TLitle1  2Comey Lita 3Doyle 1 1 Oster 2Hunt 300 Makin e MILLWAL
TUE NOV 29 ARSENAL (cca 0-3 36,167 A7,200 3Stack Murty 15horey Sonko Ingimarsson Harper Sidwell Oster Hunt 2Lita Kitson 1 Makin 2Doyle  3Hahnemann  Convey Little
SAT DEC 3 LUTON TOWN 3PM
SAT DEC 10 BRIGHTON 3IPM - s SR e l
SAT DEC 17 MILLWALL 3PM o
MON DEC 26 WOLVES 3PM .
WED DEC 28 LEICESTER CITY 8PM Hurst Morrison Thomson
SAT DEC 31 DERBY COUNTY 5.15PM i i
e T - ATy A Chartered Accountants and Business Advisors
SAT JAN 7 FA CUP3 HMT specialise in the following areas: W | ROYALS
] ) HU MORRISON THOMSON CAREER
SAT JAN 14 COVENTRY CITY 3PM « Compliance el ek
FRI JAN 20 CRYSTAL PALACE 7.45PM
SAT 28 JAN FACUP4 * Audit *» Tax efficient group reorganisations
TUE JAN 31 NORWICH CITY 8PM = Corporation tax * Deal structure for both buyers PLAYER NAME LGE CUPTOTALBEICR{1! TOTALTOTAL
SAT FEB 4 CREWE 3PM * Management accounting and sellers APP APP GLS APP  GLS
FRIFEB 10 SOUTHAMPTON 7.45PM * Qutsourced accounting * Post-deal corporate tax advice
IFEIEFEEEBJ?A EUEEFILE%%VL\J/:ITED ; iggm & corporate reporting * Wealth repatriation for principles SEKOU BARADIJI (+1) 2 - 2(+1) i
AT FEB 18 FA CUP S * Company secretarial services and employee incentive strategies AARON BROWN - T i 3 =
SATFEB 25 PRESTON NORTH END 3PM * Corporate Finance * Insolvency & Corporate
; BOBBY CONVEY 21 -
SAT MAR4  BURNLEY 3PM * Assisting in MBO's, MBI's, BIMBO's Recavery Services 3 28(+15) 3
SATMAR 11 WATFORD i * Fund Raising * Reorganisations and reconstructions SIMON COX (1) +2) - PEIp e
SATMAR 48 ‘KOEVEIS 3PM * Preparing for Sale * Corporate & personal insolvency MICHAEL DOBSON - - - 196(+15) 7
SAT MAR 25 L,ELC-E_.STER Ty 2P0 * Dispasals * Employee Benefits Services: KEVIN DOYLE 16(+4)2(+1) 7 18(+5) 7
SATAPR1 DERBY COUNTY 3PM * Floatations/Delistings * Design of employee benefits packages BRYN GUNNARSSON 10 (+1) 3 215(+14) 25
SAT APR 8 CARDIFF CITY 3PM * Due diligence investigations » Life assurance and pensions
SAT APR 15 LEEDS UNITED 3PM « Share valuations ¥ Personnal adeinictation MARCUS HAHNEMANN 21 1(+1) - 178(+1) -
MON APR 17 STOKE CITY 3PM JAMES HARPER 21 3 3 177(+21) 12
SAT AfR 2>2 SHE’FF‘ELD WEDn 3PM Founded in 1992, HMT provides innovative and practical SIMIEON HOWELL - - - - -
SAT APR 22 el L advice to a quality client base ranging from start up
SUN APR 30 3PM businesses to those with turnover in excess of £100 million. STEPHEN HUNT 1H+15) 4 - 150(+43) 29
SAT MAY 13
The Partners are all highly-experienced and talented advisors IVAR INGIMARSSON 21 g 2 262(+9) 21
| with a ‘Big 4' accountancy background committed to quality Hurst Morrison Thomson DAVE KITSON 9(+3) 3 8 177(+16) 80
and best practice. Our approach to client delivery is to TR, i
ensure that our partners are hands-on and client focussed 5 Fairmile HenIE¥-(‘JFE'II'I:1;1I'r15e759%)g60rdShIIE RG9 2JR LERQY LITA 17.61(+2). 7 69(+51) 45
50 that HMT's clients get first class pro-active advice from € GLEN LITTLE 21 2 &
someone of appropriate experience. We have firmly Fax: 01491 573 397 +2) 5 298(+57) 42
positioned ourselves to compete against all accountancy Email: info@hmtgroup.co.uk CHRIS MAKIN 9(+1)2(+1) - 401(+13) 8
fietns oty ol senvice www.hmtgroup.com JOHNNY MULLNS - - - a2
I 0% Bn AT . e GRAEMEMURTY 17 3 - 379(+26) 10
ERIC OBINNA (+6) 2 - 2(+6) .
05/06 TOP GOALSCORERS 05/06 TOP HOME GATES LAST THREE GAMES 05/06 STARTING RECORD EDITOR: ANDY JOHN OSTER (+14) 4 1 160(+69) 22
e ASSISTANTS: STEVE SIDWELL 11(+2) 3 2 168(+5) 27
GRAHAM STACK - 3 - 37(+1) -
DAVE KITSON & 8 SAT10CT  SHEFFUTD 22,068 ARSENAL cca () 0-3 VAR INGIMARSSON 21 5 NICKY SHOREY LT 205(+3) 7
LEROY LITA 6 7 SAT290CT LEEDSUTD 22,012 PLYMOUTH(A)  2-0 BRAHIMA SONKO 21 4 IBRAHIMA SONKO 21 4 1 153+4) 11
KEVIN DOYLE 7 7 SAT19NOV  HULL CITY 17,864 IPSWICH (A) 30 JAMES HARPER 21 3 JAMIE YOUNG By s 16(+2) -

www.readingfc.co.uk

www.readingfc.co.




TODAY'S SQUADS

READING vs Luton Town
Coca-Cola Championship, Saturday 3rd December 2005, Kick-Off 3pm

9 MTCa ERESR R TR R
< . @ reaping (8 LuTON
EB

[

1 Marcus HAHNEMANN 1 Marlon BERESFORD
2 Graeme MURTY 2 Kevin FOLEY
3 Nicky SHOREY 1 3 solDAVIS
4 Steve SIDWELL [] 4 Chris COYNE
5 lbrahima SONKO 5 Russell PER.RETT v
6 Brynjar GUNNARSSON | 6 Paul UNDERWOOD
7 Glen LITTLE ' 7 Carlos EDWARDS
8 Leroy LITA 8  Kevin NICHOLLS
10 Stephen HUNT 9 Rowan VINE
11 John OSTER 10 Warren FEENEY
12 Dave KITSON 11 Steve ROBINSON
13 Reading FANS 14 Michael LEARY
: 14 Simieon HOWELL 15 Steven O'LEARY

15 James HARPER 16 Enoch SHOWUNMI
16 Ivar INGIMARSSON 17 Paul HUGHES
17 Bobby CONVEY 18 Ahmet BRKOVIC
18 Michael DOBSON 19 Steve HOWARD

| 19 Kevin DOYLE 21 Keith KEANE

| 20 Jonathan HAYES 22 Danny STEVENS
21 Graham STACK 23 Dean MORGAN
22 Peter CASTLE 25 Dino SEREMET
23 Chris MAKIN 26 Markus HEIKKINEN
24 Shane LONG 27 Peter HOLMES
25 Johnny MULLINS 29 Calvin ANDREW
26 Curtis OSANO 33 Dean BRILL
27 Aaron BROWN 45 Leon BARNETT
28 Jamie YOUNG 47 Rob BECKWITH

29 Eric OBINNA
30 Sekou BARADII
31 Simon COX
32 Adam FEDERICI

o KENILWORTH ON TOUR
UP NEXT

} S 01 0 Royals vs. Brighton

el Saturday 10th December 2005
Kick off 3.00pm

Tickets on sale now
Contact the Sales Centre on 0870 999 1871

Mitre - Official match ball supplier
to the Football League




P:casso for muchless than you
think. Reg Vardy making cars
affordable for everyone!

Car shown for
illustration purposes only.

e Electric Windows e Front & Side Airbags * ABS Brakes
« Stereo Radio Cassette * Remote Central Locking ¢ Power Steering

"MAKING CARS AFFORDABLE FOR EVEﬁYONE

3 0118 923 1100

Rose Kiln Lane, Reading, RG2 OSN regvardy.com
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