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Good afternoon and welcome
again to Victoria Park for
this evening's game with
Luton Town.

We were all bitterly
disappointed by the FA Cup
exit on Saturday, though |

still maintain | can't fault the
players for the effort they put
in to the game.

It was really difficult
conditions to play football

in and, although it was the
same for both sides, it didn't
really suit the way we like to
try and play.

Neale Cooper is hoping that the players can

REG VARDY
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bounce back from Saturday’s defeat in the

right manner here this evening.

: Obviously the sending-off so

: early in the match has a great
. effect on proceedings and it

: lead to us having to change

: our system to try and get the
: best we could from the ten

: men. It is not easy playing

: with a man down for so long

: wasn't meant to be. The lads
. gave it their all, never gave

: up and just didn't get that bit
: of luck that | felt we maybe
deserved.

So now, as the old saying goes,
© we have to concentrate on

*! The lads gave it their all, never gave up and
just didn’t get that bit of luck that | felt we
maybe deserved. **

: but | thought the lads worked
. terrifically hard.

. Then, on top of the red card,
© we also lost Mark Tinkler to
injury, which was a massive
. blow. Mark has been very

© influential for us in the

"y
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centre of midfield and

it was cruel on us to lose him
‘ too.

. It would have been great for
. : the players and the fans to

. : have had the chance to go

| : and play a Premiership side
" ©in Southampton but it

. the league. We have obviously
. missed a few games due to our
. involvement in the Cup and

. it was nice to see that teams

. around us haven't moved too

: far away from us.

© In fact, there have been some
: excellent results in other

: games but now it is down

: to us to make the most of

: our games in hand and that
© starts tonight. It was a great
: victory here against Luton

: Town last year and one of

: the most exciting matches

: of the season. Of course, it

: will be remembered for that
: unbelievable strike from

: Hugh Robertson - another

: like that would go down a

: treat this evening!

Our home form has been the
major factor in us getting to
where we are currently in

started to turn our away form
around, it is important we

: and with some massive

: games coming up it is vital

: the players show their steel.
League One and, now we have

: It was a superb crowd inside

. the ground on Saturday and

** 0f course, it will be remembered for that unbelievable
strike from Hugh Robertson - another like that would
godownatreat this evening! **

don't take our eye off the ball
here at The Vic.

The spirit we have in the
camp will ensure that we
come back positively from
the defeat at the weekend

o

¢ the players were upset they

: couldn't reward you for a

: victory. They are determined

. to make up for that tonight

: so make some noise and get

. behind them and let's pick up
: another three valuable points.

Hugh Robertson was on target against Luton last season.

Neale Gooper’s
Towel Sponsor:

Karen Dickson
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- I0R purchase HUFC and the debt S M Tait
18/01/99  Mick Tait leaves the Club (22nd - Div3 - 27 points) L
24/02/99  Chris Turner appointed (22nd - Div 3 - 33 points
1999/00 Division Three Play Dffs C Turner
2000/01 Division Three Play Offs C Turner
2001/02 Division Three Play Offs C Turner
07/11/02  Chris Turner Leaves Club (1st - Div 3 - 6 points clear)
21/11/02  Mike Newell appointed (1st - Div 3 - 4 points clear)
2002/03 Division Three Runners up M Newell
31/05/03  Mike Newell dismissed
28/06/03  Neale Cooper appointed
2003/04 League One Play Offs N Cooper
15/02/05  SthinLeague One N Cooper




For the first time ever, you can now follow any team in every Barclays“

brand new Football First. It shows all of the games, either in full or as

red button on your remote. So you can now see extended highlights 0 C r

only on Sky digital, at no extra cost to your subscription to Sky Sports 1.a d 2. And thatfs,??ji“,_ ddition to
the 148 live Premiership and Coca-Cola Football League games you alre et on Sky Sports.

Football First. Now you’re in control. }

SKY | SPORTS | CALL 08705 414 414

Mick

BARRON

Micky Barron is focusing on the league after the

weekend’s cup exit.

It was a disappointing way
for our FA Cup run to come to
an end on Saturday. The lads

away game and in the replay
but, as the gaffer has said, it
just wasn't our day.

We have to put that behind us
now and put our minds on the

¢ Of course, tonight's match
is a massive one for both
teams but the players here
battled ever so hard in both the
¢ and togetherness and we are
desperate for the result.

have a tremendous spirit

Every time we play Luton | get
- asked about my mate Steve
: Howard who is scoring plenty of :

#4_.the players here have a tremendous spirit
and togetherness and we are desperate for
the result. **

important League One fixtures
that we have in store in the
forthcoming weeks.

¢ goals for them. He is a handful
for any defence so it's a bit
. of good news for us that he is

* missing through suspension
. this evening!

Despite the loss on Saturday,

it has been really enjoyable for

. me to get back involved with the
. First Team.

have had a strange season so
ar but hopefully now | can stay
njury-free until the end of the

: campaign and challenge for a

place in the starting line-up.

It's an exciting time to be a
Hartlepool United player and |

am glad to be back.

© Get behind the lads again this
: evening and let's hope the

* game can live up to the fixture
. between these two sides here
. last season!

B Darren Craddock

tip of the week...

When defending close to goal, don't take risks. Thereis asaying

in doubt, putit out! This means if you are under pressure, don't get
caughtandlose possessionclose toyour own goal. Play safe.




When Luton Town arrived for last season’'s match
here at Victoria Park, there were few who could have
expected the footballing treat that was in store.

In a topsy-turvy game Pools took the three points with
the odd goal in seven as the crowd looked on in awe.

The Hatters who struck first and it was former
Pools man Steve Howard who found the target - he
\ade a bit-of-a-habit of scoring against Pools!
: oped to head home a leveller ten min-
the game really began to warm up. Town

~held the initiative going in to the break after Mi ael

Leary fired %‘ough acro Wded goalmouth to restore

the visitor's lead. Poo sed on in the second half
and got their reward \dam Boyd headed Ritchie
Humphreys' cross in to the r‘_‘ f of the net. Then came
the moment that would live with Pools fans for a long-
time - Hugh Robertson took centre stage to unleas%gﬁ

~ an unstoppable effort past Luton keeper Hyldgaard.

It looked like the game was heading for a draw when
Leary bagged his second of the night and tied things up
moments later but Boyd's last-gasp penalty kick secured
the points for Neale Cooper's men on a memorable
night at The Vic.
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* Takeaway deal only. Second pizza must not 'Zza . . . . E
exceed value of the first pizza. Includes all pizza f Luton Town will be looking for more joy this season at
sizes and includes the ‘create your own’ pizza. #u The Vic than they had last.

Both pizzas must be ordered on one transaction. B
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Luton Town's game with : Since then Luton have : being just over four goals
Pizza Hut, Marina Way, Hartlep00|, TS24 OXR Pools here at Victoria : managed to reduce the : scored in each game, which
Park last season went . deficit and, following the : - from a spectator’s point of <

For Collection orders call: 01429 890888

down in the history books current side's victory view - offers great value for

............................................................................................................................................................................... as a bit of a classic. The over Neale Cooper's team money!
20% OFF VOUCHER — two sides tussled for a earlier in the season, have
full ninety minutes with : now beaten the North- - Hopefully this exciting

HOME AND AWAY MATCH DAYS ONLY

Adam Boyd keeping his East Club seven times, trend will continue
to fi decisi : d "si ; i ight i
Dine in (Max 4 people) or takeaway. Excluding Meal Deals, Buffet or nerve ‘o 're a' ecisive : cgmpe'are to Pools” six : again t°”'9 i & ganne
last-minute winner from ¢ victories over the years. * that promises plenty of

Alcohol. Valid at: Pizza Hut, Marina Way, Hartlepool only

the penalty spot. : excitement, passion and
.................................................................................................................................... : Therefore, tonight's match  : ingeed, SoEe,
1 . offers Cooper's men the :
the transfer : opportunity to even out
= = : the scores - a target that
Wln[lllw.ls Shut and * has been boosted by the
| feel qlllte content : exclusion of ex-Pools
11} : frontman, Steve Howard.
really... :

4 times and receive a FREE LUCKY DIP!* Under 16’s only

The Hatters striker has
Games with these two sides : ¢pjoyed immense success

As well as reductions on the following coaching sessions: Z&Tz?nsfsc’zsfs"er;’i“ncj  against his old Club in
Swimming * Football * Trampolining * Gymnastics Ao e . : recent tlmes,.as he has '
* Swimming Lessons * Junior Lifesaving ougn they have not come : managed to find the net in
up against each other too | yton's last four encounters
often through the years. © with Pools. However, the

Do you find Sport and Recreation activities too expensive?
Would you like to do more for less cost? Then apply for an Active Card

Many people qualify for a free card -

telephone to find out if you are eligible the two teams met most © campaign.
frequently and this marked :
The Active Card can be used at the following venues: an era when Pools enjoyed His four goals have

Mill House Leisure Centre (01429) 223791
Eldon Grove Sports Centre (01429) 868011
& Sports Development (01429) 284050

-—— SPORT & RECREATION
L: ] in many of these matches  : there have been
N = there was only a one-goal  : five meetings,
T . b e
(v V) M"-l HOUSE ELM” GROVE Z - » AC Ive dlffergnce to separate the : this equates
H Leisne Contre &. ~ CARD two sides. : to there
v 123456
HARTLEPOOL

TELO1429 223791 ELDON GROVE, HARTLEPOOL TEL. 01429 868011
BOROUGH COUNCIL

: burly striker is suspended

The latter part of the - for this game due to picking
1960's was the period when 5 ten vellow cards in this

their best successes against : contributed to the

Southern rivals, Luton. twenty-two-goal tally
: that both teams

Five wins compared to The ~ : have amassed since

Hatters' three, highlighted ~ : the turn of the

Pools’ superiority, although : century. Since




LUTONTOWN

Luton Town are looking to take more League One points at

" Victoria Park this evening.

CALVIN ANDREW

The young striker has made an
explosive start to this current
season, scoring an incredible
eight goals in three games for

the Under-18 side, including
hat-tricks against Northampton
and Rushden. He was rewarded
with a first-team squad number
and a place in the travelling

party for the Hatters' trip to
Sheffield Wednesday at the start
of September. A tall, powerful and
direct front-man, Calvin possesses
a lightning turn of speed and the
ability to score goals with his head
and on the ground.

DAVID BAYLISS
Has been looking
forward to the start
of this season more
than most of the
j "4 squad, he missed
a large chuck of the 2002/03
season with a shoulder injury but
forced his way back into the side
at the start of last season, only
for a ruptured Achilles tendon
sustained at Charlton in the
Carling Cup back in September
to rule him out for the rest of the
campaign. Signed in November
2001, Bayliss soon became a
regular in Luton's team which
secured promotion from Division
Three in 2001/02.

ROBERT BECKWITH

Along with Curtis Davies and
Stephen O'Leary he made

the most of the first-team
opportunities that came his way
and was rewarded with a two-

¢ year pro contract at the end of

* the 2003/2004 season. Quietly
learning his trade in the Luton

¢ youth team he found himself

- thrust into the first-team picture

. because of the circumstances

© the club found itself it but was

* unfazed by starting last season as
. the first choice goalkeeper at the
© age of eighteen.

' MARLON BERESFORD

© Mike Newell strengthened his

. squad with the signing of 6'1"
goalkeeper at the beginning of

* July 2004 from League One rivals
. Barnsley. The 34-year-old is a
vastly experienced goalkeeper

© with over 400 appearances

. under his belt and he returned to

: Kenilworth Road on a two-year

. contract-after impressing during

: a successful three month spell

© with the Hatters last year. The

. Lincoln-born goalkeeper picked

: up the Umbro Isotonic Division
Two Player of the Month and twice
. received the Travel Extras Player

. of the Month during his first spell
: with Luton.

: DEAN BRILL

- Luton-born goalkeeper Dean

. Brill is another young player of

: whom big things are expected.

: Having enjoyed a taste of first-

: team football last season he

. will, along with Robert Beckwith,
provide healthy competition for

. the goalkeepers jersey and keep
: Marlon Beresford on his toes.

A tall, commanding goalkeeper

. standing at six foot three, Brill

. is a great organiser whose voice

© will always be heard throughout
- agame.

. AHMET BRKOVIC

. The Croatian midfielder is tidy

: and hardworking member of

* the squad, who agreed a new

: one-year contract in the summer
: to extend his stay at Kenilworth

: Road into a fourth season.

: Believing a move would be good

© for his career, he refused new

* terms at Leyton Orient in the

: summer of 2001, to join Luton on
a Bosman free transfer - Orient

* had signed him on a free from

: HNK Dubrovnik in the autumn of
1999. He was bitterly disappointed
- when Orient failed in the play-offs
. to win promotion to the Second

: Division, and decided he might

: have a better chance if he joined

. the Hatters.

: CHRIS COYNE

The centre-half was playing for

- Perth Soccer Club when he was

. selected for the Australian Under-
: 17 squad for the 1994 youth World
: Cup, and came to the notice of

© Harry Redknapp, then manager

. of West Ham. Coyne signed for

: the Hammers as a teenager,

. but Premiership chances were
few and far between, and after

. loan spells at Brentford and

: Southend, Coyne went to Dundee.
: A £50,000 cheque persuaded

. the Scottish Premier League

. club to let the defender move to

: Kenilworth Road in September
2001 and Coyne rapidly became a
: crowd favourite in the promotion
¢ run that followed. It was a big

boost to the Club when the solid
and dependable defender agreed
a two-year contract during the
close-season.

SOL DAVIS

It was a huge disappointment to
Swindon Town, and a coup for
Luton, when the highly-rated
defender decided to leave the
County Ground after his contract
expired at the end of the 2001/02
season. Swindon boss Andy King
failed in attempts to persuade
him to sign a new deal, and

Luton swooped for the tough-
tackling left back. Davis had
joined Swindon as a trainee in the
summer of 1998, and made rapid
progress through the youth and
reserve teams.

CURTIS DAVIES

Central defender Curtis was
rewarded with a two-year
professional contract at the end of

last season after impressing during

a spellin the side at the tail-end
of the campign. Having been a
solid and consistent performer in
the club’s Under-19s over the past
three years, he made the step-

up to first-team level and turned
in some encouraging displays
when called upon. Previously with
Wimbledon as a schoolboy, Curtis
initially joined Luton as a trialist
at the age of sixteen, and he made
the best possible impression with
two goals in his first three games
to earn himself a scholarship at
Kenilworth Road.

KEVIN FOLEY

The emergence of Kevin Foley
was one of the success stories of
last season for Luton, during the
course of the campaign he went
from the Hatters youth team to
the Republic of Ireland Under-21's.
Each time he has comfortably
adjusted himself to the level

of football and great things

are expected of this cultured
footballer. He has been brought
through the junior ranks at
Kenilworth Road and in pre-season
game last year he was thrown into

. the first-team because of injuries
. to other defenders.

. IAN HILLIER

- No-one was more surprised than
the Welsh Under-21 international
: himself when he made his league
. debut for Luton in the second

: game of the 2001/02 season. The
- day before he was training with

: Spurs, where he was captain of
the reserves, but a crop of injuries
- at Kenilworth Road led to Luton

: taking the young right back on

: loan and Hillier settled in so

* quickly that Luton soon decided

: to buy him for a bargain £30,000
fee and he became a regular

* squad member.

PETER HOLMES
Holmes found first
team opportunities
limited when he
first arrived due

1% to a midfield that
boasted new signings of the

: calibre of Nicholls, Valois, Forbes,
: Hughes and Brkovic but former

: Manager Joe Kinnear turned

© to him for an important match

* against Swansea, where he

. scored the second goal of a 3-1

© win which secured promotion to
. Division Two. After initially being
. released in the summer of 2003
© as aresult of the club's financial
. situation he continued to train

: with the club and agreed a fresh
. deal to stay with the Hatters in

: November 2003.

: STEVE HOWARD

: Rarely can £50,000 have been

* better spent in football than the

: fee Luton paid Northampton Town
: on deadline day in March 2001

. to prise the bustling striker away

: from the Cobblers. He has been"
. the Hatters leading marksman in

. for the last three seasons and is a
. huge favourite at Kenilworth Road
- he was the fans player of the year
:in 2002, and the players' player of
the year 12 months later. Howard
. had cost Northampton a then

. record fee of £120,000 when they
. recruited him from Hartlepool two

: years previously.

: MAX HOWELL

- Asolid and reliable defender from
: Middlesex, Max was handed a

first team squad number midway
. through the 2003/04 season for

: the trip to Rushden & Diamonds

: inthe LDV Vans Trophy although

: he didn't make the squad on

. that occasion. The youngster's
impressive form in the Under-19s
: led to him being offered the third
. year of his football scholarship

: at the club. He has been involved
- with the first team in pre-season,
: and will be hoping to make the
breakthrough this year to earn a

© professional contract at the end of
: the season.

. PAUL HUGHES

: Hughes worked his way up

. at Chelsea from trainee to
Premiership, learning his trade

* under Hoddle's management,

: and gained experience on loan to
: Stockport, Norwich and Crewe.

: When Hoddle became manager of
- Southampton he soon recruited
Hughes, but a serious groin injury
: put the midfielder out of football
: for nine months. He joined Luton
© at the start of the 2001/02

- season and with Kevin Nicholls

: ruled out at the start of the
season with a knee injury Hughes
: formed a formidable central

: midfield partnership with Matt
Spring before a injury sustained
*in training revealed a fractured
tibia.

. KEITH KEANE.

* Having made his debut as a

: 16-year-old last season he

: went on to enjoy an extended

: runin the side from February

: onwards whilst Kevin Foley

: was out injured. Such was the
- contribution he made that the
: return of Foley didn't signal

: the end of his involvement at

. first-team level and he finished
: the season with fourteen

. appearances under his belt, all
. this whilst still in the first year of
. his scholarship.
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MICHAEL LEARY

The London-born central midfielder
signed an extension to his contract
in the summer which will tie him

to the Hatters until 2006. He

has had to wait patiently for his
first-team chance but has taken

the opportunity with both hands
whenever it has presented itself. The
scorer of two goals at Hartlepool
back in March, in one of only eight
first-team starts last year, he will

be looking to add to both tally's
throughout the course of the new.

LEE MANSELL

The Gloucester-born midfielder

arrived on the scene in January 2001 :

: RUSS PERRETT

An injury crisis saw the youth teamer : Having signed a one-year contract

thrown into the team for the FA. Cup : in the summer he will be looking

. to make up for lost time this

season after a frustrating spell on

. the sidelines last year. The ex-
Portsmouth man was restricted

. tojust six games during the

¢ 2003/2004 season but when fully
fit the experienced campaigner is an
: important member of the squad.

to make a dramatic surprise debut.

third round replay against Queens
Park Rangers and his debut was less
than a minute old when he scored
the opening goal. Luton had looked
after him since he was an eleven-
year-old, and signed him as soon as
he left school.

ALAN NEILSON

Experience and versatility has
made Neilson a valuable member
of Luton’s squad. The former
Welsh international was signed
from Grimsby in 2002 as part

of a cost-cutting exercise. His
international career began with
appearances for Wales at youth
and Under-21 level, followed by five
full caps, and he enjoyed a good
career in the Premiership, with his
first club Newcastle and then with
Southampton and Fulham.

KEVIN NICHOLLS

Snapped up from Wigan in 2001,
tough-tackling Nicholls quickly
became team captain, and his huge
enthusiasm and ferocious tackling
soon made him a big favourite with
Hatters fans, although opponents did
not always view his all-action style
with similar relish. Just five games
into 2003/2004 season he picked
up a niggling knee injury which
ruled him out for five months but
he returned at the end of January,
adding strength and experience to

: the right hand side of midfield.

: STEPHEN O'LEARY

: A player with a bright future ahead
: of him, he became the third of the
* three graduating scholars who

: signed a two-year professional

: contract in the summer. The skillful
* midfielder made the most of his

: chance in the first-team spotlight
©in the final few matches of last

* season to show what he could do.

¢ His game is a mixture of skill and
determination, and he is equally at
* home going forward or in a midfield
: holding role.

: STEVE ROBINSON

. Was the first of the out of contract
players to agree a new deal with

. Luton in the summer after enjoying
* a campaign where he firmly
established himself in the Hatters

. side. A hard working midfielder who
. topped the Hatters assists chart last
: season. Looking to add experience to :
. ayoung midfield department, Luton
: snapped up a man who had earned
respect wherever he played.

: DINO SEREMET

: The 6" 4" Slovenian goalkeeper

: impressed on trial in July 2004 to
earn a two-year contract and signed
* on a Bosman transfer from Maribor
: Pivovarna Laako. With youngster's

© Robert Beckwith and Dean Brill

* recovering from injury he will provide :
: healthy competition for Marlon
: Beresford for the goalkeeper’s jersey. :
: * impressive start to life as a Hatter.

: His performances during that month
were recognized when he was

: named as the Powerade League One
: Player of the Month.

: ENOCH SHOWUNMI
- The big striker will be looking to
: build on his growing reputation

: this season and continue the good
: start he made to his professional
: career, which resulted in a close

* season call-up to the Nigerian

: national squad for the Unity Cup
© which was staged in England.

: The London-born forward

: joined the club fresh from non-

: league football with Willesden

: Constantine - the same side that
. nurtured the early years of Barry
Hayles career - after completing
©university.

. STUART SINCLAIR

: Sixteen-year-old midfielder Stuart
was handed a first-team squad

* number and a place on the bench

: for the trip to Swansea City in the
LDV Vans Trophy just three months
:into his two-year scholarship at

© the club. A stylish and technically
:accomplished footballer, Stuart

. is happiest in central midfield but
can also play on either flank, and

. anything he lacks in size he certainly
: makes up for in tenacity.

: PAUL UNDERWOOD

Luton Town fought off competition
: from a number of clubs to

. complete the free transfer

signing of Paul Underwood from

. Second Division rivals Rushden

: & Diamonds on transfer deadline

: day. Unfortunately a hamstring

. injury sustained twenty minutes

. into his Luton Town debut against

QPR ruled him out for the rest of

. the season and he has made in a

: Hatters shirt this season now that

© he has regained his full fitness,

+ forming a formidable partnership
with Sol Davis on the left hand side.

: ROWAN VINE

: The Basingstoke-born striker

¢ initially joined Town on a three-

;' month loan deal from Premiership
© Portsmouth on the eve of the new

season but that arrangement was

extended in September for the

whole season after he had made an




ue to his live tea time
TV role in the heart
of Birmingham, it is
unlikely that Nick
Owen will be at Victoria Park
for tonight's game. But he does
remember paying and visit to a
Hartlepool Utd v Luton Town
game in 1967 when he swears
he was the only away fan in
the ground. It was a midweek
game, a‘bleak night and Town
were languishing in the bottom
four of the lowest division, so
not a lot of supporter interest
in travelling. And even Nick
took the hard road to get there,
he was a student at Leeds
University and hitch hiked
there and back.

Nick is probably best known as
one of the pioneer presenters
of Breakfast Television but

he is also a devoted Luton
Town supporter. For the last
eight years he has been one
of the main presenters of the
Birmingham based ‘Midlands
Today' TV programme. He is
very content in this role and
sees himself as “an adopted

thirteen miles from Luton he has
supported the Hatters for 46
years and remembers his first
game clearly, being taken by his
father to see his team draw 1-1
with Leeds United in September
1958. His allegiance to the club
has shown unbroken support

§ & s ol i
FOOTBALL CLUB [§

: even through his University years
¢ and the demands of working

: in television. Having achieved

a B.A.(honours) in Classics at

: Leeds University, he opted for a

¢ career in Journalism beginning

© with a job on the Doncaster

: Evening Post. After a stint on the
* Birmingham Post and moving

© into Radio with the forerunner

: of BBC Radio Birmingham, he

* joined ATV Network's sports

: department, covering the 1982

: World Cup. When Central won the
Independent Television franchise
: in the Midlands, Nick became

* ageneral presenter, teaming

up with Anne Diamond for the

: first time. As early morning

: television was introduced, he
played his part by taking on the
role of sports presenter on TV

: AM. But within eight weeks he
renewed his partnership with

: Anne Diamond as a general

: presenter to become one of the
" mainstays of Breakfast TV. The

: pair presented the show until

. late 1986 when Nick returned

to a sporting role, mainly as the

: presenter of the ITV flagship

¢ programme ‘Midweek Sports
Brummie". Born in Hertfordshire,

Special’. And his move to the

: BBC was again to team up with
+ Miss Diamond to co-present

: ‘Good Morning', which they

: did between 1992 and 1996. His
¢ sporting work has seen him travel :
: extensivily but he always looks
forward to returning to the home
- of his favourite football team.

: There was one occasion though
: when despite having his name

. in lights, he could not get in the
¢ ground.

“Whenever | walk into Kenilworth
: Road | always experience a

: feeling of sheer pleasure and

: anticipation. Ten years ago | also
was very privileged to have one

: of the Lounges at Luton Town

* named after me. Imagine my

: suprise when twelve months ago
: larrived at the Lounge door only
to find | was refused entry! The

: steward on the door clearly did

: not know who | was and told me
that the lounge was full. | soon

: realised that he was so serious

¢ that not even the Pope would
have got in. As | walked away

: Ilooked up at my name above

* the door in big block capitals
and | remember thinking | have

: commentated all over the world

¢ including extensivily at the 1990
World Cup and | can't get in to

¢ see my own team. To everyone

: there who knew me it must have
: been very funny and | am pleased
: tosay that | found it funny too.”

© For an extensive read about the
: Nick Owen devotion to Luton

: Town FC, you are encouraged

© to read his recently released

: autobiography “In the Time of

Nick". Before you do here is a

: precis. Other than the various
promotions, his best day as a
* Town fan was in April 1988 when

** Bornin Hertfordshire, thirteen
miles from Luton he has supported
the Hatters for 46 years and
remembers his first game clearly,
being taken by his father to see
his team draw 1-1 with Leeds

United in September 1958. **

the Hatters beat the mighty
Arsenal in the League Cup
final at Wembley. What made

it particularly excitng was how
close the game was and the
turning point of Andy Dibble's
penalty save from which the
team went on to overturn a 1-2
scoreline. Not surprisingly his
two favourite players, Ricky Hill
and Mick Harford were from the
same era. With the wealth of
talent that has passed through
Kenilworth Road over the years
including the legendary Malcolm
McDonald, why does he single
out those two? And given the
superb run by the team so far
this campaign how does this
seasoned supporter rate the
club’s chances of converting it
into a promotion season?

" Ricky Hill had sublime skill and
superb vision whilst Mick Harford
was your all action traditional
centre forward. Both did play

BBC ONE, 6.30pm, weekdays
BB [C N3
MITETTES Today

www.bbc.co.uk/midlandstoday

. briefly for England and you

: can't help thinking that if they
had played for one of the more
fashionable clubs then they might
: have played even more. The start
to this season was very exciting,
to have amassed so many points

: so early on and despite losing
Mick Harford a few months ago

¢ and drawing quite a few games

: recently, | am quietly confident.
Mick was doing a great job as

: coach so it is credit to Mike Newell
. and Brian Stein that they have

: kept that momentum going so

¢ well. This match is very important,
* we know how strong Hartlepool

: are at home and it will be

: disappointing to be without striker
Steve Howard, who is suspended.
: I feel for Steve because he started
: out with Pool and | am sure he
was looking forward to this one

: more than most."

So as Nick wraps up the evening
¢ show in the new BBC studio

¢ in Birmingham, the ‘Mailbox’,

¢ which before converstion was the
biggest sorting office in Europe,

: he will be hoping that Town go

: on to deliver the points without
him (he does get to most home

: and away games). However he

: will be kept in touch by his family
representatives. Nick and his wife
¢ Jill, a Practice Nurse, have four

: children two of whom will be at

: the game and all of them have

¢ an interest in following Luton

. Town. “My three lads go to most

i games but on this occasion just

: Tim and Chris will be there, Andy
* is playing cricket in South Africa!
: And for my daughter Jenny

who is now 16 football is not the

. priorty it once was; | am sure you
: know what I mean.”

Stuart Clarkson
Nick Owen's autobiography “In

. the Time of Nick" is now available
: published by Brewin Books.




Massive savings on Brand New O5 Reg Citroéns A CITROEN \

YOUR BRAND NEW CAR IS l NU 05 HEG'
' CLOS E R THAN YOU THINK...
mTTHo o

33 /O o FFa Brand New 05 Reg Citroén

Brand New 05 Reg C4 1.4 VT Coupe RO NEW e
T « Variable power assisted steering P
S \ * ABS Brakes * CD Player XSARA ) o T
' PICASSO # - -

* Front Passenger Airbags
* 3 separate, full rear seats

s * Cruise Control Cash Price
* 5-star Euro NCAP
. safety rating £9 9 9 5 . gD‘pLayer Car shown for illustration purposes only.
=17 i * 4 airbags
£1100 CASHBACK + Massive 2,128 litres of RANGE FROM

" " "
——— ‘ THATS 10% OFF____ IR SO .Y 1.1 T

ALL BRAND NEW CITROENS COME WITH T
3 YEARS /60,000 MILES WARRANTY

£1000 REG VARDY DISCOUNT THAT'S 33% OFF
HARTLEPOOL CITROEN Brenda Road 01429 241 100 regvardy.com

The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (1/100 km) for the Citroen range shown are; urban 37.2 (7.6) - 20.6 (13.7); extra urban 57.6 (4.9) - 38.7 (7.3) and combined 47.9

(5.9) - 29.4 (9.6). The official CO2 emission is 141g/km - 230g/km. *C4 1.4 VT £9995 (£11095 less £1100 cashback), Xsara Picasso 1.6 LX £8995 (£13395 less £3400 cashback & £1000 Reg
Vardy Discount). Offers correct at the time of going to press

YOUR BRAND NEW CAR IS [I\IU 05 REG]
CL05 E R THAN YOU THINK...
'L!!!TH BRAND NEW 05 REG

5 YEARS 0% APR ==
A

A » [ wuoseo | ‘.
_ON A BRAND NEW Insurance’ﬁ;‘ . .
05 REG CORSA LIFE from 19 Years Old - i Py
Free Insu rance * Sports Front Seats * Alloy Wheels ¢ Front Fog Lights

from 21 Years Oldt Finance available * CD Player » ABS Brakes * Electric Front Windows

AND ONLY

£99 DEPOSIT =" = Save

Finance available ;::‘mn;p;m::y payments @ g:: £ 2 1 1 6
S
g:sh B _ o g’;gg Final monthy payment 0264
POSil i against new list price
260 weekly payments @ £32.56 | Optonal el 1) AR

or 60 monthly payments @ 747,10 | Total amount payable £10,033.03 =~ FROM ONLY —
* CD Player » Anti-Lock Brake System ® Power Steering ~ Totalamountpayable 8565 APR 1 2 20/ £ 7 9 49
* Electric Windows ¢ Remote Central Locking Typical APR 0% | Typical ] 0

recweor bt WE WILL BEAT ANY WRITTEN QUOTATION |1 YT W - M e SV
our Motability Specialist for details.

PRICE PROMISE

::az:m,:;,%
FSA 8,

Thg ofjigial_fuel c_pnsurpgljon figures in mpg (V1 00 kp]) for the Vauxhall range are; urban 40.9 (6.9) - 24.6 (11.5); extra urban 64.2 (4.4) - 44.8 (6.3) and combined 53.3 (5.3) -

HARTLEPOOL VAUXHALL Burn Road (Formerly H Tones & Sons) 01429 241300 regvardy.com

L ]

CURTAIN WALLING
STRUCTURAL GLAZING
WINDOW PROJECTS
ENTRANCE DOORS

GROUND FLOOR TREATMENT
PATENT GLAZING

ROOF GLAZING

For further information contact:

Boldon, Unit 11 Burford Way, Boldon Business Park, Boldon, NE35 9PZ
Tal- N1Q1 519 A2RAN Fav- N191 519 A2A? <cinderland@acviile com




Saturday February 5th 2005 KO 3.00pm
The Recreation Ground 4,606

Photo Credit
= FRANK REID

z Chesterfield 0

« Hartlepool United 1

S Boyd

Konstantopoulos, Ross, Robertson, Westwood, Nel-
son, Humphreys, Sweeney, Tinkler, Clark, Porter, Boyd.

Provett, Barron, Strachan, Istead, Williams.

MAN: Chris Westwood

With Wayne Allison up front for The Spireites
it was always likely to be a tough afternoon
for the Pools' rearguard. Chris Westwood
marshalled the big striker superbly, hardly
lost a header all afternoon and made some
vital blocks and tackles. The big defender
has been in excellent form this season but
| enjoyed a particularly impressive ninety
| minutes at The Recreation Ground in a
| brilliant victory for Pools.

COMMENT:

We came to a side who play
with a system that doesn't
necessarily suit us and we
matched them to take three vital
points - earlier in the season
we couldn't have done that. Big
strikers have some times caused us
a problem in the past but today the
defending was superb - the lads'
spirit and work ethic is second to
none and it is great for Martin and
myself. | am running out of words to
describe them!




COMMERCIAL

Commercial &

HOSPITALITY

For all Commercial information visit
www.hartlepoolunited.co.uk and click on ‘Club’

ood evening and
welcome to tonight's
game with Luton Town.
Tuesday night games are
always special, the atmosphere in
the ground is great, and the boxes
are full. Let's hope this all bodes
well for a good result to round off
the evening.

Well after the disappointment at the
weekend it is back to league action
tonight on What will be the first

of many up and coming midweek
games. As | have said previously,
Tuesday nights are extremely
popular in the hospitality boxes and
currently we have availability in the
1908 Lounge and Sibcas Lounge for
the Brentford, Peterborough and
Huddersfield games which are all
midweek fixtures.

Dallas Cup - Sponsorship
We received some excellent news
at the Club this week, after winning
the A Group in the Dallas Cup last
year, our Youth Team have been
invited to take part in the Super
Group of the Tournament. This
means that we will be competing
with the cream of the world's
teams. This year there will be
teams from Europe, South America
and Asia, there will even be teams

from Japan. As you canimagine,
to take the lads over to Dallas is
another considerable expense to
the Club and we are looking for
sponsors to sponsor a player on the
tour, for this you will be featured in

: the special feature in our Official
Matchday Programme on the return :
: of the team from the Dallas Cup and !
: you will be given 2 tickets for our
end of season presentation evening
: for our HUFC Player of the Year. If
: you can sponsor one of our players
please contact the Commercial

: Department on 01429 272584.

Sponsor a
Ynuth@!'layer

The Dallas Cup
For £100

“Help the boys bring

back the Super Cup”

Tonight we have the temporary bar
: in the Town End, although this is

Just a temporary measure we are
hoplng to have the “Real Thing" in

: ¢ place for the Wrexham game on the

: 5th March 2005. We will then have
all three home ends of the ground
serving alcohol. The bars are proving
: to be a popular venue for the fans
and this is one area that we are
working on to improve as the season
: progresses. Anyhow, just enjoy the
beer at fantastic prices for the rest of
: the season.

Finally lets all get behind Neale,
Martin and the lads and hope the lads
: get back to winning ways tonight!

2 D
S“PEH T
LOTTERY

WE'RE ALWAYS LOOKING FOR
NEW AGENTS -

you only need to

collect a minimum of £15 each week
to receive a free match ticket to

Victoria Park for every home game.
On top of that you will also receive

10% commission

on any winnings over £20
from your members.

Don't worry if you can't think of 15
potential members - we'll even
recruit members for you, all you need
to do is collect the money.

Contact Carole Sennett on
07764 310036 if you're
interested in becoming an agent or
simply want more details.

Name - Jack Smith

Age - 8

School - Jesmond Road School
Favourite Sports - Football,
kick boxing

TODAY’S SPONSORS

MATCH SPONSORS:
HEEREMA (HARTLEPOOL) LTD

Heerema Hartlepool are the leading fabricator in the UK Oil and Gas Industry
and are one of the longest employers in the Hartlepool area.
Heerema (Hartlepool) Ltd can be contacted on:- 01642 340200 or Fax:

01642 340208

MATCHBALL SPONSORS:

EAST COAST ROOFING CONTRACTORS

30 Years experience in the trade. All Pitched Roof Systems, Concrete
Rooftiles, Slates, Pantiles, Plaintiles/Rosmarys, Extensions and New Build.
My Team wishes Neale, Martin and the lads good luck!

EAST DURHAM MANUFACTURING

East Durham Manufacturing are here this evening to cheer on the lads
and enjoy the hospitality at Victoria Park. Guests from East Durham
Manufacturing would like to wish Neale, Martin and the team all the best for

the rest of the season.

You can contact East Durham Manufacturing on 01429 869688

In the SIBCAS Lounge this evening we have guests from Niramax
Recycling and Manufacturing. Enjoy the evening lads and lets hope for

another three points!!!

Once again in the Executive Boxes we have with us Blackhall Rafa, Crest
ID, Pyeroy, Pool Respray, Camerons Brewery, Playing For Success and
Greenlake Leisure. Lets cheer the lads on tonight to hopefully another three
points in the League!

Hartlepool United would like to welcome guests in our CK Carvery this
evening from Coatings Plus, Universal Coatings, Glamal Engineering,
Williamson Motors, Paramount Homes, Reg Vardy, Redwood Homes North
East Ltd and Hartlepool Snooker Centre.

Bhlld Bunt

SPONSORS

Hugh Robertson:

Christopher & Rachel Horsley
Michael Barron: Paul McSweenie
Chris Westwood: Rachel Sharp
Mark Tinkler: Andrew Bell
Ritchie Humphries: Sam Newton
Eifion Williams: Joe Llewellyn
Darrell Clarke:

John Connor Sharpe

Adam Boyd: Rachel Swan
Antony Sweeney: David Totty
Jim Provett:

James Owen Gallagher

Matty Robson: Emily Newton
Michael Nelson: Andrew Bell
John Brackstone: Ryan Bradshaw
Steven Istead: Sarah Robinson
Gavin Strachan:

Daniel & Joseph Liddell

David Foley: Fiona Henderson
Jack Wilkinson: Kym Thomson
Darren Craddock: Lewis Redhead
Dimi: Kayleigh Paylor

Jack Ross: Emily Wray

Andy Appleby: Ben Spowart
Neale Cooper: Robbie Armstrong
Ben Clark: Marty Rathbone
Martin Scott: Ryan Bradshaw
Jon Daly: Thomas Nicholson




2004-2005 HUFC

KIT SPONSOR

Hugh Robertson Mlchael Barron

SPONSORS

Ben Clark

John Brackstone

Chris Westwood

Marty, Chris Tilley, Baile Industrial &
& Anthony Y, "ar'ey Engineers Corporate Greenlake
Fidgeon e HUFCSA Football Team Finance Ltd Leisure Ltd
Marty, Chris & Manor College of u Westwood's . Greenlake
Anthony Fidgeon Technology ; E Hair RL48 Coatings Leisure Ltd

Daniel Playing fi New Count The Norton 6 :
candl:ll:mus Hicheison sauyt::gssnr Roads y Hotel 1 Errol Bristow
Industrial & - . |

Simian Playing for New County The Norton :
F?:;ﬂ:?lt:d Services Ltd Success Roads Hotel , Errol Bristow

Darren Craddock Il|m| Kunstantnpuulns
Monkey Business, Manor College = The Desi ; Atomic Planet Gretton Co ;

\ ign Gap on Court Geoff & Julia
fansime e of Technology 4 Ltd il - Nursing Home Newton
momwhm Manor College o The Design Gap - AON AON Vicoria Jane

i of Technology Ltd ' Davison

Michael Nelson

CARDS MacKenzie Home =8 AdvercBM/ | Greenlake
Improvements 8 Wolverhampton : To Sponsor Call: Coatings Plus
RhUdSons i £ chosn Leisure Ltd 01429272584 Ltd.
MacKenzie Home ;
Robyn & Jack v Greenlake To Sponsor Call: Coatings Plus
Gibson Improvements E HUFCSA g E Leisure Ltd 2922584 Ld.

- ; E l:natmgs Plus E David Gray
To become a Kit Sponsor Call 01429 272584 f-1H _ smomtr
Home or Away - £150 plus VAT OR Home & Away - £280 plus VAT “ y E Coates P | E SRS
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Check out what subscribers have heen viewing on Pools World recently.

Good afternoon and welcome
to today's game with Luton.
We've continued to bring you
the latest news:from the best
possible angles on Pools World
- the Club's video website.

Everyone has done
well from Dimi in goal to
Joel and myself
up front...

Each and every weekday

we provide unique TV News
Bulletins which include behind
the scenes footage from the
club and Training Ground, plus
exclusive interviews with the
players. If you aren’'t hooked up
with Pools World, then here's

: asample of what you've been
¢ missing of late...

Last.week Adam Boyd was
. presented with the Player of the
Month award for January.

Therefore, the Pools World
cameras decided to visit Boyd

: at the training ground to get his
reaction about receiving this

: fabulous accolade:

: “It's great to get the award - | am
overwhelmed,"” Boyd said.

: “Everyone has done well from

: Dimi in goal to Joel and myself

: up front and hopefully we can

: keep that going.”

an Kerr was back on Pools

World last Thursday for the third

. edition of ‘Coaching
. Challenge.

In this feature, Pools’

. Director of Youth focuses

:_upon the skill of running

: with the ball and then turning
effectively in his bid to help

: people become better footballers.

Kerr firstly displays how to
complete these techniques

: properly before setting viewers
with his all-important challenge
: - could you be up for it?

.Pools’ Director of Youth
focuses upon running with
the ball and then turning
effectively...

Don't forget, here at Pools

: World we live for matchdays.
Exclusive live commentary

: accompanies each game, whilst
we also upload Neale Cooper's

: post match interviews just

: ONE and sometimes TWO
HOURS after the final whistle

" in Pools’' home matches.

Adam Boyd

: Remember, it is only £19.99 to
: subscribe to Pools World until
August 2005 or you can gain
: access to all other World sites
: at other clubs for the price of
i £29.99 until August 2005.

Vic

I'm sitting here writing this
piece with a big smile on my
face whilst remembering the
last time Luton came to The Vic.

As most supporters - including
myself - would admit, this
fixture ended up being one of
the games of the season due to
a variety of reasons.

** Hugh Robertson’s

which rocketed into the
roof of the net. **

One of the most notable being
Hugh Robertson’s thunderous
35 yard strike, which rocketed
into the roof of the net.

This season Robertson has
already bagged two goals,
including a sublime trademark
free-kick against Tranmere
earlier in the campaign, yet
many fans expect him to get
more due to his excellence at
set-plays.

And with it being a while since he
last got on the scoresheet, I've got
a sneaky feeling that lightning will
strike twice today. The defender is
a massive 20/1 with Hartlepoolbet
to get the last goal in this game,
so he is definitely worth a punt at
this price.

You'll have noticed that |
predicted Robertson would get
the ‘last goal;' this is because |

. believe Adam Boyd will
: bag the opener in this

: game at odds of 5/1 with
- Hartlepoolbet.

: The Pools striker
© was also on target
: against Luton in

: last season’s match
: at The Vic, so |

: suggest you put a
: few quid on him
- to achieve this
: feat once again

thunderous 33 yard strike, :

: lalso predict

: that Pools will
© win this fixture
: - albeit with

. some difficulty. Therefore, back
Cooper's team to win a closely
. fought encounter by two goals
: to one at odds of 15/2 with

. Hartlepoolbet.

. Don't forget to keep checking
my daily articles on >
. Pools' Official website
: for tips on numerous
sporting events. If you
* want to place a bet, visit www.
. hartlepoolbet.co.uk for some of
© the best odds available.

Alternatively, you can freephone
: Telebet on: 0800 0323365 if you
* don't have access to a computer.

There is also the opportunity for
* you to place a bet in the Victoria
¢ Lounge and the Hospitality
boxes prior to today's game.

And remember, all stakes placed
: go towards helping the Club.

Big Vic shares his predictions for the Pools versus
Luton match at Victoria Park.

today.

| believe Adam Boyd
will bag the opener
in this game at odds

of around 9/2 with
Hartlepoolbet.




| SURPRISES

Adam Boyd doesn’t think that anyone should be too
surprised by Pools’ lofty position in League One.

t's not been a bad
season for Hartlepool
fans so far. Many felt
that Neale Cooper's
over-achievers

- would come undone in their
“difficult second season” in
. a higher division. Nothing
could be further from the
truth as Pools have gone
from strength to strength in
the current campaign with
at least a play-off spot a
real possibility come May.

Whilst fans and critics alike
may be surprised by the lofty
position that Pools currently
occupy in the League One
table, one person is not in the
Jeast perturbed. That's the
man who has arguably done
most to elevate them to the
heights of fifth in the division
with close to twenty goals.

"“It's going really well for us
but | thought we would be up
there so it's not a real surprise
to me,” insists Adam Boyd.

"I don't think the teams that
came down are particularly
strong and there are no run
away leaders and we deserve
to be where we are.”

The striker has put behind
him the negativity of his early
years at The Vic, and with a
temporary switch to Boston
United proving the catalyst
for some excellent form the

- striker is enjoying his football.

: “l'am over the moon to be

on nineteen goals already

: this season,” he admits. I set
. myself a target of twenty at
the start of the campaign and
: once | reach that I will try and
: push on as far as | can. Maybe
© | can even get thirty but I will
: just wait and see!”

. " Theladsin defence

have been excellent,

especially over the last

two or three months..**

: Whilst goals may be the only
. currency in football, Boyd is
: fully aware of the excellent
: job being done at the other
: end of the pitch. The Pools’
: rearguard - whichever

: combination employed

- - has been in excellent form
© all term and the striker is

: hoping this continues for a

. long time yet.

: “The lads in defence have

: been excellent, especially

: over the last two or three

: months,” he says. “They will

: have to be strong again in

© the Luton game because we
: know it will be a very difficult
- game for all of us. If they
can keep Luton out then |

* am confident we can carve

out some chances to win the
game and pick up another
three vital points.

“l'am happy with the way
things have gone and | would
like to score thirty goals

this season. We want to get
promotion this season - that
has to be our aim really.”

Of course, goals are
something that games
between Hartlepool and
Luton have never been short
of. With Porter and Boyd
linking up so effectively in
recent weeks, the 22-year-
old is hoping they can find
their way through a Hatters
defence that has leaked just
thirty goals this season.

“Joel's a great player,” he
says forthrightly. “We have
a good partnership going at
the minute and we are both

** | enjoy playing foothall and I think you can
see that when | am out there in some of the
things | try! **

working hard to make it even
better. We are both quite
similar players but it seems to
work so it's really enjoyable to
be honest.”

Boyd has confidence in his
own ability - it exudes from
his person whilst on the pitch.
The tricks and turns he tries
during the action have come
close to getting him in trouble
too he reveals!

“Sometimes the defenders
give you the threat and warn
you about doing things but |

just ignore them and get on
. with things. | enjoy playing

football and | think you can
: see that when I am out

: there in some of the

things | try!"

The skilful front man

was rewarded for his

: efforts in January with

. the Powerade Player of

the Month. He scored

: four times during a

- great start to 2005 for
Neale Cooper's men and,
just like his Manager before
< him, insists the award was one
for the whole team.

“It was nice to pick up the
: award,” he admits. “Really,
: though, everyone has played
: their part this season and
© it's been a big team effort.
. Everybody is after the same
thing and we work hard as a
: unit to try and achieve that.”

: And, it's not just the players
: who are doing their bit

- according to Boyd. The fans
© too are giving the support to
: the campaign and the striker
. says that their efforts do not
go unnoticed.

: "It's great for us when we turn
: up at an away ground and
see the kind of followings we
© have taken this season. We get
: brilliant support away from
: home as well as at The Vic and
© 1 think the players respond to
¢ that. Long may it continue as
* they've been fantastic.”

e

Boyd has confidence in
his own ability - it exudes
from his person whilst on

the pitch.
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NDC - proud to support Hartlepool United

Hartlepool New Deal for Communities
(NDC) is a scheme - led by residents -
that aims to improve the area of the
town that stretches between Belle Vue
and Hart Lane.

With up to £54 million of Government
funding, Hartlepool NDC is all about
bringing together residents and other
partners to:

* Improve housing and the environment
* Reduce crime

* Increase educational achievement

« Create jobs and training opportunities
* Improve health

* Build a strong community

Want to get involved or simply find out
more? Simply contact us at:

HARTLEPOOL ®

Novaeal

OR COMMUNITI

The Arches, 79 Park Road Hartlepool
TS24 7PW tel: (01429) 894 046
web: www.ndc.org.uk

igeotiforyour'money!
at Williamson...

nd New Peugeot 206 Sport 1.1 3dr

mmﬁm(mcm

}9 99, Amount of Credit

(am % Monhe £ 06, Charges mu 16, Optional Final
rchase £3344,Toral Amount Doc

hMlﬁOpdeu)(lOS”lM;ﬂ&ndmmhvn
mmlup«anmmmun mileage 18,000, Excess

NUMBER

NEW PEUGEOT

Follow the leader...

U il
2 Motability
Talk to Williamson Peugeot

7 9% APR about a nex;z)i?r available
Nil Initial

The official fuel consumption in _/1 I\. McDonalds
mpg (L/100 km) and CO2 @) Born Road
emissions (glkm} for the 206
Sport are: urban 34.4-42.8 (8.2-
6.6), extra urban 56.5-68.9 (5-
4.1), combined 45.6-56.5 (6.2-5),
CO2 136-148 (g/km).

01429 233031 Kiidaid

§|§ Casebourne Road, Hartlepool

Stuart

Mayor Stuart Drummond can’t believe he has to

miss this evening’s game.

If 1 had to choose one game
this season that | could not
miss, it would be our home
game with Luton Town. It's

a crucial clash at the top of
the table against the league
leaders. A game that always
produces goals and a fixture
that was probably the most
entertaining of last season.
Tonight is definitely the match
of the season so far and | am
missing it! Everything would
have been fine if it had gone
ahead as originally scheduled
but our excellent cup run
meant it had to be rearranged
for this evening and I'm over
200 miles away in Cambridge.

: will give me a chance to put

: the finishing touches to the
questions for tomorrow night's
: quiz at the Workingmen's club
in King Oswy Drive. This is
going to be no ordinary quiz

: night. I've been given the
task of setting the questions

: for the Weakest Link and A

: Question of Sport, which is
going to feature the first team
players and Neale Cooper and
: Martin Scott. Martin will play
the role of Anne Robinson
and nine players will pit their
: wits against each other in

© the Weakest Link. This will

: be followed by A Question

: of Sport with a difference.

#4 Martin will play the role of Anne Robinson and
nine players will pit their wits against each other in
the Weakest Link.**

Tonight | have the privilege

of speaking at the Cambridge
University Student Union and
it was an opportunity | couldn't
refuse. I'll just have to make
sure | sneak my radio in under
the table so | can keep myself
updated on the score. | will
also make sure that Pools and
H'Angus get more than just a
passing mention and if we win,
you will hear me cheering from
all the way down there.

It does have one advantage
though, as sitting on the train

: Neale and Martin will be the

: two team captains and Micky
Barron will be the question

. master. He will make a great
: Sue Barker! Two players will
. sit on each team and there

: will be a raffle with two lucky,
: winners getting to join the
teams on the stage.

There will be about eight rounds
: featuring the old favourites

. like the picture board and what
happened next, plus one or

: two other rounds with a bit of

: adifference. The night will be

- finished off by the town’s newest
pop star, Dean Crimdon, who's

: CDis on sale now. This is going
to be an excellent evening and
will raise money for the Club's

: Youth Development as well as
HUDSA. If you haven't got a
ticket yet, make sure you get one
* to avoid disappointment. We will
find out how clever footballers

- really are. This is a night not to
be missed!

: Back to tonight's game, a win will
: really put us in a healthy position
in the playoffs. Of course we

still have to play Hull away and
both Tranmere and Sheff Wed

at home. If we can take points

of these, there is no reason why
: we won't be challenging the
automatic promotion places

: come April.

It's very encouraging to see
Neale Cooper continuing to
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