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Official Club Sponsors

Tiptree damsons are
picked at the peak of their
ripeness, from orchards in
and around the village of
Tiptree. The Tiptree Jam
Shop stocks every Tiptree
product and, to find out
more about these
specialities, visit our
website at tiptree.com

Preserves of Distinction

INSIDETODAY...

Welcome to this afternoon’s game against
Luton Town - we hope that, despite being full
of Christmas food, you’ll be at full volume

when you back the lads today!

This match is the final fixture of what has been a memorable 2003 for Colchester
United and we hope that you have enjoyed the rapid progress the club has made.
Let us take this opportunity to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New

Year!

Enjoy the game!

Fruit GROWERS & PRESERVERS
SiNCE 1885

THEREGULARS

P4 Boss Phil Parkinson looks back at the U’s recent results in
the league, as well as answering YOUR questions on life at Layer
Road.

P8 Colchester United climbed back into the play-off spots with a
2-1 win over Oldham Athletic last week. The best of the action
shots are here!

P10 It’s been a season of quiet progress for Luton Town this
season, with recent results lifting them into the play-off race. We
speak to defender Chris Coyne and take a look at the rest of the
Hatters squad here.

TODAY SFEATURES

P20 Injuries have meant that he has been in and out of the side, but
Alan White is more than happy with his lot. We analyse the defence’s
displays so far this season with the popular centre half.

P23 The U’s players will have been in for training yesterday as they
prepared for today’s match. But should footballers be given the day
off? Our Pub Debate columnists discuss this burning issue!

P25 The game against Barnsley on January 1oth has been nominated as
a ‘Mate’s Day’. We see what this entails and how you can get involved!

P26 One of the U’s midfield dynamos this season, Bobby Bowry has
been more than impressed with the club’s improvement in 2003. But
how does he think his part of the team has functioned?

P48 Despite the influx of fresh strikers to the club during the summer,
Scott McGleish has still banged in ten goals already in 2003/4. What
does the top scorer for the past two seasons think of the front line’s
contribution this season?

PB4 Two away trips follow today’s match - one in the league and one
in the cup. Check out how you can get to arguably the biggest games
of the season so far.
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PHIL PARKINSON - WATCHES THE ACTION AGAINST OLDHAM
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PHIL PARKINSON'S PAGE SPONSORED BY

five lakes

Well | hope that you are all having
an enjoyable Chrsitmas period
and that you are looking forward
to this afternoon’s Division Two
match against Luton Town.

The last two games have seen us get
our league form back on track after two
defeats. Our last home game saw us
beat Oldham Athletic 2-1 but, in the
first twenty minutes, we were off the
pace. | felt that the LDV Vans Area
Quarter Final game against Wycombe
Wanderers, which went into extra time,
was certainly affecting us.

Even though Oldham had a lot of
possession during that time, | didn’t
think they really hurt us and their
chances stemmed from us giving the
ball away too cheaply in our own half. |
always felt that, if we raised our game
in the second half, we had enough in
us to go on and win the game. In
patches, we did lift the tempo and two
excellent goals saw us get all three
points.

Character

In the week leading up to our trip to
Hartlepool, we worked on our system
to go up to the North East and get a
result. We also spoke about the sort of
character that would be needed to get
something from one of our hardest
away trips of the season. However,
after three minutes, all of our planning
had gone out of the window when Alan
White was sent off.

Although Alan’s challenge was rash, |
thought that a yellow card would have
been sufficient punishment on this
occasion. | have seen goalkeepers pull
players down outside of the penalty
area and escape with a booking, so
Alan can consider himself very unlucky
to have been dismissed.

However, the character we spoke
about was there in abundance and to
come away with a point after being

U SBEVIEW

down to ten men for 87 minutes is
again an example of the tremendous

spirit that is running through the club.

It certainly made the trip home an
enjoyable one.

Fantastic
Our travelling army of supporters
were once again fantastic and | hope
that the way that the lads played
during the match sent everybody

* home with a smile on their face.

Today sees us right in the middle of
the Christmas period and it is a time

PHILPARKINSON

where players have to be extremely
disciplined and make those little
sacrifices that will hopefully make us a
successful team.

I would like to welcome Mike Newell
and his Luton Town team here to Layer
Road today. They are having an
excellent season and this will be
another very tight game.

Enjoy the game today and hopefully
we will see as many of you as possible
at Loftus Road in two days time.

Parky

PHILPARKINSON - GANGS UP ON THE FOURTH OFFICIAL WITH IAIN DOWIE

U SREVIEW.

&Y \ i
PARKY ANSWERS
YOUR GUESTIONS...

If you could choose anything for
Christmas this year, what would it
be? (James Easton)

Parky: A guaranteed place in the
top six!

Last season at Oldham, we had a
player sent off and lost 2-o0. This
time at Hartlepool, we got a draw.
What proved to be the difference?
(Kevin Painter) ‘

Parky: In all honesty, in that
Oldham game last year, there were
other factors that came into play.
Gareth Williams went into the
game with a slight injury that saw
him eventually have to come off
and Simon Brown shouldn’t have
started the game as he was also
not fully fit. That day wasn’t one
where just one thing went wrong,
everything went wrong.

On Saturday, Alan got sent off,
but we were able to consolidate by
going 4-4-1 and keeping things
nice and solid whilst hitting them
on the break.

Now pose your
questions about
today’s events!

To pose your questions to U’s boss
Phil Parkinson about the match
against Luton Town this afternoon
email us at
editor@colchesterunited.net or
write to us at the club’s address
which is listed on page three.
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A people carrier,

not a wallet emptier

The Kia Sedona LE from £16,250 including metallic paint

+ 2.9 CRDi, 142bhp engine

» Seven flexible seats

* Twin sliding rear doors

« Air conditioning

+ ABS with EBD

+ Twin airbags

« Alloy wheels

+ Privacy sunscreen glass

« Remote central door locking

* 6 speaker Sony CD audio system

* Roof rails

 Leather wrapped steering wheel

¢+ Colour keyed rear spoiler

* Manual or automatic transmission

« T-Pack option with satellite navigation,
DVD player, reversing sensors and alarm.
Option price £1,995*

3 year unlimited mileage warranty « 3 year European roadside assistance ¢ 6 year anti-perforation warranty

Cherry Tree Garage

Mersea Road, Colchester, Essex

01206 570044

The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (I/100km) for the vehicle shown are: Urban 25.7 (11.0),
Extra Urban 42.8 (6.6) and Combined 34.4 (8.2). The official CO, emission is 217g/km

Prices correct at time of going to press. Model shown is Kia Sedona LE £16,250 on the road including metallic paint. “T-Pack option fitted after vehicle registration. On the
road price includes VAT, number plates, delivery, 12 months road fund licence and first registration tax

_.3YR._
unlimited

MILEAGE WARRANTY

LIVEN UP
YOUR MOBILE!

WHETHER YOU'VE ALREADY GOT A MOBILE PHONE
WITH A COLOUR SCREEN OR YOU'RE GETTING ONE
FOR CHRISTMAS, LIVEN UP YOUR MOBILE WITH OUR
U’'S THEMED COLOUR GRAPHICS. VISIT THE

MOBILE ZONE ON THE OFFICIAL
WEBSITE T0 SEE WHAT'S ON OFFER!

As the season continues to develop
we will be keeping a comprehensive
record of news affecting the U’s in
the matchday magazine just in case
you have managed to miss
something.

The official website - with all its associated

products! - remains the best place to keep
up-to-date with Colchester United’s goings

The matches have been coming thick and
fast during the past couple of weeks and, as
usual, there’s still been plenty going on at
Fortress Layer Road.

1312.03
Phil Parkinson is forced to make late
changes to his side as left back Andy Myers
is deemed unfit to play due to a swollen toe.
Gavin Johnson steps in for his second 9o
minutes for the first team in five days and
shows his class throughout the game.
Colchester United record their third win in
a week as they take all three points from the
Division Two match against Oldham Athletic.
Former U’s trainee Ernie Cooksey returns
with the Latics but lain Dowie’s side leave
empty-handed. After a drab, goalless first
half, a 25-yard left-footed goal from Karl

RECENTLYATLAYERROAD

Duguid sets the match alight early in the
¢ second half.

The Latics come back with a curling free-

kick from David Eyres but it is Rowan Vine,
: for the second Saturday running at Layer

. Road who seals the victory. With the ball

. bouncing towards the Portsmouth loanee
: from a corner, Vine unleashes a thunderous :
i volley into the back of the net for a 2-1 win. :
on, but we know you may not always be able : 1512.03
_to get to a computer. While some of the U’s players are enjoying
: themselves at a Casino Night put on at

¢ Route in Colchester town centre, their

. opponents in the third round of the FA Cup
. are doing battle in Lancashire. Having

: secured a replay at the Fitness First

¢ Stadium, Accrington Stanley hold AFC

: Bournemouth to a 0-o draw at the Interlink
Express Stadium and go on to beat the

- Cherries 5-3 on penalties to secure a tie

: against Colchester United on January 3.

: 1612.03

Gavin Johnson insists the draw to play at

¢ Accrington will prove very tough. Speaking
i to U’s World, the versatile veteran is

¢ delighted to be back in first team action
after a lay-off lasting 15 months since i
. suffering a broken left leg at Port Vale early :
¢ in 2002/3. Johnson believes he has done :

ALANWHITE - UNHAPPY RETURN TO NORTH EAST

U'SREVIEW.

ROWANVINE - WINNING GOAL

enough to stay in the side but he is not
taking anything for granted after so long on
the sidelines.

1812.03

Defender Alan White is looking forward to a
journey to his homeland. The man from
Darlington tells U’s World that people from
his town hate Hartlepool and he will have a
small army of friends at the ground. Whitey
thinks Pools enviable home record could be
due to the fact that most visitors to the
town are not used to the cold.

1912.03

Colchester United travel to the North East
ahead of the match at Hartlepool United.
Pools have a long unbeaten record at home
but Parky is able to choose from a fully fit
squad as Craig Fagan returns from his
three-match suspension.

2012.03

Alan White’s return to his homeland quickly
becomes a nightmare when he is sent off
after just two minutes of the match in front
of his family and friends at Hartlepool
United. Many regard the dismissal for a
professional foul as harsh but the ten men
remaining on the pitch for the U’s battle
against the odds to record a superb o-o
draw. Parky knew that his side would need
to show character and they certainly did
that with some outstanding performances
throughout the team, Simon Brown making
some great saves and some vital clearances
and last-ditch tackles deservedly earning
Colchester a point in the North East.

PAGESEVEN




MATCHACTION R ¥, ) OLDHAMATHLETIC

COLCHESTER UNITED 2
OLDHAM ATHLETIC 1

Rowan Vine was again the hero as
Colchester United put in a dogged
performance against a spirited Oldham
side. Despite their lowly league position,
the Latics tested the home side’s resolve in
the first half, but a Karl Duguid goal early
after the break gave the U’s a much needed
lead.

The visitors pulled level through a
fantastic David Eyres free kick but Fortress
Layer Road again proved to be a difficult
place for a visiting side and a late Vine
thunderbolt from the edge of the box gave
the home side all three points.

FROM THE MANAGERS...

Phil Parkinson: “ thought in the first half

we looked very heavy legged and they ‘ L

looked sharper all over the pitch than us. | KEMIZZET - BURSTS THROUGH THE MIDDLE
said to the players that they needed to

raise their game all over the pitch and we

raised it just enough to get a result. We are

a good side, but only when we are at our

best. In the second half, we raised our "

game to reach that level.” ¢ SAMSTO
lain Dowie: “Colchester have probably had . -

three shots on target in the whole game.

One’s a great strike, but we should do

better with the others. Our attacking play

was good and bright and | thought that we

defended well. But we've got to crack on.

There’s no point moping about it. You've

got to be tough and strong and take it on

the chin.”

U’s: S. Brown, Stockley, Chilvers, White,
Johnson, Duguid, lzzet, Pinault, Vine,
Andrews (Cade, 80), McGleish

Subs not used: McKinney, Keith, Fitzgerald,
Bowry

Yellow cards: |zzet, Pinault

Goals: Duguid 48, Vine 72

Oldham Athletic: Pogliacomi, Clegg, Hall,
Haining, Griffin, Murray, Johnson, Boshell
(Eyres 61), Cooksey, Eyre (Vernon 60), Zola
Subs not used: Westwood, Beharall,
Holden

Yellow cards: Boshell, Cooksey, Hall,
Griffin, Johnson

Goal: Eyres 66

Attendance: 2,897

Photos by Rob Sambrook

0771 8429898

JAMIECADE - BATTLES FOR THE BALL | ROWANVINE - ALL SMILES AFTER HIS WINNER KARLDUGUID - TAKES ON HIS MAN

PAGEEIGHT U SREVIEW U SREVIEW PAGENINE




FACINGTHEU'S...

MIKENEWELL - SEASON OF SUCCESS SO FAR

Given the summer turmoil that
affected their club, everyone
associated with Luton Town must
be delighted with how the second
half of a roller coaster 2003 has

turned out.

Having just missed out on the play-offs in
2002/3, hopes were high that the Hatters
could continue their progress in the
following season and make a real push for
promotion back to Division One after seven
years in the lower divisions. However, the
arrival of John Gurney as Chief Executive
after long time chairman Mike Watson-
Challis stepped down saw Luton become the
focus of many column inches during the
summer months.

Gurney’s arrival saw a series of events
unfold that Hatters supporters found
increasingly difficult to believe, events that
would fill the pages of this matchday
magazine on their own!

Popular management duo Joe Kinnear and
Mick Harford departed, plans for a Formula
One track were mooted as a possible
addition on the land of Town’s new stadium
and the opportunity was given for
supporters to vote for a new manager in a
Pop Idol style telephone poll. Rarely a day

PAGETEN

passed where some incident of note was
occurring at Kenilworth Road.

After two months that no-one associated
with Luton would forget, Gurney departed
and, once the dust had settled, the reality of
the situation began to set in. The summer’s
events had been played out against a more
serious background of the club slipping into
administration and, upon his arrival as boss,
it was clear that Mike Newell had a difficult
job on his hands both on and off the pitch.

Success
Yet, despite the problems he has faced,
former Luton striker Newell has had a
season of success to date. The Hatters have

t their work quietly and efficiently : _
Sl . ¢ 4 ¢ club to former Luton general manager Bill

¢ Tomlins.

this season, so much so that the recent win
against Blackpool saw the Hatters sneak

into the play-off spots for the first time since :
i August.

Newell’s brand of attractive football has

won over the supporters who had originally

reacted strongly to the departure of the
popular Kinnear and, going into the New

Year, things are looking far brighter for

Luton than they did six months ago.

And it is not only on the pitch that affairs
have turned out to be far better than the
anxious Luton fans of half a year ago could

g have imagined. Administrative receiver Barry :

Ward has been given permission to sell the

Tomlins’ consortium, which includes

: previous board members and new investors
¢ who are also Hatters supporters, was the

preferred bid of Ward and - after some delays

¢ to the original schedule - it is hoped that the
. takeover will be completed in the New Year.

Best of all, Tomlins has also indicated that

¢ there would be a role for supporters group
¢ Trust in Luton, who performed such a pivotal

role in making sure that their football club

: would live to fight another day during those

tumultuous summer months.

U'SREVIEW.

LUTONTOWN

(lost 0-1 at home to Bury)

n seresroro The 34-year-old is a vastly experienced goalkeeper with over 400 appearances under his belt and he joined
the Hatters at the end of October 2003 on a short term contract. Marlon started his career at Sheffield Wednesday and spent
loan spells with Bury, Crewe Alexandra and Northampton Town (twice) before a switch to Burnley in 1992 and he made nearly 300
appearances at Turf Moor. Then he was off to Middlesborough followed by York and Bradford before his move to Kenilworth Road.

s There was relief all round when the competitive midfielder accepted a new contract at Kenilworth Road in the
summer of 2002. Spring has been at Luton since he was a schoolboy and has developed into a very consistent midfielder, always
willing to drive forward and look for goals. His long-range shooting is particularly admired by the Hatters fans, and a thirty-yard
cracked against Watford in the Worthington Cup last season was the runaway winner for their award for goal of the season.

I After considerable First Division experience, and with an England youth cap to his credit, Forbes was a surprise
inclusion on Norwich City’s list of players available for transfer in the summer of 2001. Luton were delighted to pay £75,000 for a
right winger to add width to his attacking formation. Forbes is noted for his ability to run at and past defenders, either to deliver
crosses from out wide, or to cut in and have a crack at goal.

1 Looking to add experience to a young midfield department, Luton snapped up a man who had earned respect
wherever he played. They paid £50,00 to Preston North End in the summer of 2002 for a player who had been capped five times
by Northern Ireland. He had made his name at Bournemouth after joining the Cherries on a free transfer from Spurs. He failed to
make much of an impact at Deepdale, and jumped at the chance to get his career moving again when Luton came in for him.

It was a huge disappointment to Swindon Town, and a coup for Luton, when the highly-rated defender decided to leave
the County Ground after his contract expired at the end of the 2001/02 season. Swindon boss Andy King failed in attempts to
persuade him to sign a new deal, and Luton swooped for the tough-tackling left back. Davis had joined Swindon as a trainee in
the summer of 1998, and made rapid progress through the ranks to become a regular in the Nationwide League.

45

EMMERSON BO

rvee One of the many to come through from Luton’s schools and youth development programme, the defender was
signed as a YTS boy in the summer of 1995, and made the breakthrough to the League squad at the age of 19 midway through
the 1999/2000 season after occasional appearances following a debut in the Auto Windscreens Shield in January 1999. He
became a regular at right back, with a liking to attack on the overlap, and signed a new contract in the summer of 2002.

imis covie Came to the notice of Harry Redknapp, then manager of West Ham, while playing for Australian U17’s. Coyne signed
for the Hammers as a teenager, but Premiership chances were few and far between, and after loan spells at Brentford and
Southend, Coyne went to Dundee. A £50,000 cheque persuaded the Scottish Premier League club to let the defender move to
Kenilworth Road in September 2001 and Coyne rapidly became a crowd favourite in the promotion run that followed.

EE e1L The young midfielder is hoping to make the permanent breakthrough into Luton’s first team this season, after making a
dramatlc surprise debut. Because of injuries, he had to make the transition straight from the youth squad to the first team in January
2001, and was less than a minute into his debut against Queens Park Rangers when he scored. His dramatic emergence at Loftus
Road led to him being rewarded with a full professional contract, but he went into this season still fighting for a permanent place.

© Believing a move would be good for his career, the midfield playmaker refused new terms at Leyton Orient in the
summer of 2001, to join Luton on a Bosman free transfer. Orient had signed him on a free from HNK Dubrovnik in the autumn of
1999. He was bitterly disappointed when Orient failed in the play-offs to win promotion to the Second Division, and decided to
join Luton. Playing a valuable role, mainly on the right flank, he helped Luton return to the Second Division at the first attempt.

» Rarely can £50,000 have been better spent in football than the fee Luton paid Northampton on deadline day in
March 2001 to prise the bustling striker away from the Cobblers - Howard has a one goal in every two appearances ratio in his
Hatters career so far. He has been Luton’s leading marksman in each of the past two seasons and is a huge favourite at
Kenilworth Road - he was the fans player of the year in 2002, and the players’ player of the year 12 months later.

kevin FoLey Great things are expected of this cultured midfielder, who was promoted to the first team squad at the start of this
season, despite still being eligible for youth football. He has been brought through the junior ranks at Kenilworth Road and in.
pre-season games was pitchforked into the first team because of injuries to other defenders. He settled in rapidly and is
competing on merit for a regular place in the side.

GEELEVEN
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the rest...

E 5 English, defender, DOB 8.6.76
Prewous clubs: Rochdale
Total LTFC appearances: 39, one goal

English, goalkeeper DOB 12.9.84
Previous clubs: From trainee
Total LTFC appearances: 19, no goals

English, goalkeeper, DOB 02.12.85
Previous clubs: From trainee ¢
Total LTFC appeatances: Five, no goals

English, striker, DOB 6.6.79
Previous clubs: Stoke City, Northampton Town, Bury, Plymouth Argyle
Total LTFC appearances: 75, 12 goals

Welsh, defender, DOB 26.12.79
Previous clubs: Tottenham Hotspur
Total LTFC appearances: 65, one goal

English, midfielder, DOB 19.4.76
Previous clubs: Chelsea, Stockport County, Norwich City, Crewe
Alexandra, Southampton
Total LTFC appearances: 79, seven goals

English, midfielder, DOB 17.4.83
Previous clubs: From trainee
Total LTFC appearances: 12, one goal

Welsh, defender, DOB 26.10.72
Previous clubs: Newcastle United, Southampton, Fulham, Grimsby Town
Total LTFC appearances: 46, one goal

English, midfielder, DOB 2.1.79
Previous clubs: Charlton Athletic, Wigan Athletic
Total LTFC appearances: 87, 12 goals

English, midfielder, DOB 23.11.84
Previous clubs: From trainee
Total LTFC appearances: Four, no goals

English, defender, DOB 18.5.73
Previous clubs: Portsmouth, Cardiff City
Total LTFC appearances: 70, seven goals

English, striker, DOB 21.04.82
Previous clubs: From non-league
Total LTFC appearances: Eight, one goal

KENILWORTHROAD
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mnrs would stiu he mptable. 1‘

wm«:h player has Impmm the mos.t 50 far ﬂﬂs saasen?

Until a few weeks ago | would say that loan signing Gary

McSheffery had impressed the most this season but with his loan
spell having finished 1 will go for a current player, and so Adrian
Forbes has impressed the most. A natural winger, Adrian has been
pushed up front due to injuries and has responded with 11 goals so

far which is an excellent return. Keeper Marlon Beresford has also

brought calmness to our defence, we are wt leaklng so many goals
and are gamng bemar asaresult.

Which player dn the fams rs, Tﬁﬁ to most in the squsﬂ?
Steve Howard is tha fans famnﬂte, having snmd over 50 guals in
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The fact that Luton Town arrive at
Layer Road this afternoon in the
thick of the play-off race may come
as a surprise to some U’s fans who
haven't been keeping too close an
eye on the Division Two table in
recent weeks.

of the league on the back of some good results
- they were unbeaten in six going into last
weekend’s fixtures - and find themselves firmly

" in contention for a play-off push as the New

Year approaches.

Some of the club’s supporters had been
worried that the Kenilworth Road outfit had
spent much of the season in mid-table but, as
the season gets into the crucial Christmas
period, defender Chris Coyne is confident that
his team-mates have what it takes to make a
real go at staying in the promotion race.

OPPOSINGVIEW

He told the matchday magazine: “I had said
at the start of the season to people that they
shouldn’t get too carried away with our early

: results, but to look at the table at Christmas

¢ time. It’s proving to be that this is the time for
i a big push with a lot of points to play for - it

: gives us a chance to establish ourselves in the :
top six and push on for as high a place as
: possible.”

The Hatters have sneaked up towards the top :

Given the summer turmoil that engulfed the

¢ club, the Hatters season is turning out to be a
: far better one than their fans could have

. originally hoped for. Coyne admits to being

: impressed with the resilience that Luton have
: shown to overcome problems both on and off
© the pitch.

“We’ve got a bit of strength in depth, but

© not as much as the manager would have

: hoped to have had. It is obvious that the

: manager will want every one of his players
available at all times, but considering the

¢ amount of injuries we have had, it’s amazing

how well we’ve done.”

Coyne has been nearly
ever present for Mike
Newell’s side this season,
something of a rarity in a

problems with injuries.

late has been Emmerson
Boyce and the duo have
quickly struck up a
relationship which has
paid dividends for the
Hatters.

Newell’s men have kept
a string of clean sheets in
recent weeks - two of
which have come away at
home to strengthen what
had previously been a
below par away record -
and that is something
which Coyne admits has
been a crucial factor in
their steady rise up the
Division Two table.

He continued: “Boycie
is a good lad and we've
been helping each other
to get to the standards we
want to be. We had a bad
run where we were
conceding a lot of goals,
but we’ve consolidated of
late and kept five clean
sheets in the last six or
seven games. It’s
something for us to build
on.”

CHRISCOYNE The injuries suffered by

U'SREVIEW.

¢ Luton have seen the younger players given a
chance so far in 2003/4 and Coyne has been

: impressed with how some of the untried

: members of the squad have stepped up to the
¢ plate and filled the gaps in the team when

: required.

“The kids have come into the team and

: done well - Kevin Foley has been a revelation
i this year and | think we have acquitted

: ourselves well without really playing fantastic
¢ football. We've worked hard for each other
and we’ve come off the pitch on occasions

¢ really pleased to have got the points.”

And, whilst the team have picked up in

: recent weeks to mount an assault on the play-
¢ off places, Coyne is looking for consistency on
: apersonal basis as the season enters its

: second half. The Aussie admits that he has

¢ not hit top form just yet, but is content that he
¢ has contributed to the recent successes.

Natural
“As far as my form is concerned, | am

: getting there,” he said. “I haven’t set the

¢ world on fire and I've had a couple of dodgy

¢ games. That’s just natural and as long as | can
keep playing consistently and the team keeps
Luton camp which has had :

winning one nil, then that’s my job done

¢ because we’ve kept a clean sheet. | believe |
The Australian’s partner of :

can do better, but it’s not through a lack of

. effort - I'll keep plugging away and hopefully
. keep the results coming.”

As well as his defensive responsibilities,

¢ Coyne will be looking to make an impact at the
¢ other end of the pitch. A regular at set pieces,
¢ he will be giving the U’s defence something to
¢ think about this afternoon and the centre back
- who turns 25 on Saturday - is hoping to mark
¢ his birthday weekend with a goal.

He added: “I said | wanted four or five at the

¢ start of the year and then got two early on. |

¢ should get more because | get my head onto a
: lot of things at the back stick from corners

¢ and free kicks and, going up for every set play,
¢ | have a chance. If | do get to my target this

¢ season, it’ll be a bonus.”

Coyne will be coming face to face with two

¢ footballing friends in the U’s camp this

i afternoon, as he meets up with Joe Keith -
¢ who he spent time with at West Ham - and
¢ Sam Stockley, with whom he played junior
i football.

He will be hoping that his old friends give

¢ him a warmer reception that some of his

¢ current team-mates - being an Australian,

¢ Coyne confessed he has had a fair bit of
banter off the Hatters players since England’s
¢ Rugby World Cup win!

He said: “Yeah, I've taken some stick, but

I’'m going to keep wearing my Wallabies
jumper otherwise the lads will think I've gone
¢ soft!”
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COME ON FLO, NOW THE DOC'S
CHECKED MY LUNGS OUT, LET'S
HAVE A LOOK AT YOURS...

urtesy

strl

Do you know what to look for?

Having a cough for more than three weeks. Feeling more tired than usual. Not being
able to shake off a chest infection even after taking antibiotics. These are symptoms
you should get checked out out by your GP. If it's not serious, then you’ll have peace of
mind. If it is lung cancer, it needs treating quickly, because early diagnosis saves hves.‘

Macmillal%

cancer relief

www.macmillan.org.uk
Registered Charity Number 261017

For further information or support,
or a copy of our leaflet call the
Macmillan CancerLine free on 0808 808 2020

www.roycastle.org
Registered Charity Number 1046854

Advertising space donated by [@INELTNNGTGIS :

I would like to start by wishing
everyone a very Happy Christmas
and a prosperous New Year and by
thanking you all for your continued
support of the U’s - it is always
appreciated.

In the last two seasons, we have
enjoyed two entertaining local derby
teams at Layer Road on Boxing Day:
Peterborough United last year and Luton

" Town this. It certainly helps boost our
gates, because the visiting supporters do

not have to face an arduous journey and
everyone gets the chance of getting out
of the house over Christmas to get some
Layer Road fresh air.

Reflecting on how things are compared
to this time last year, a lot has changed.
We were fourth from bottom then and, at
the time of writing these notes, we are
now joint fourth from top and are
enjoying a well overdue nice little cup
run,

Potential

Success on the pitch always creates so
much more potential and ease in selling
our commercial products. When you are
winning, everyone in and around the club
enjoys the right type of attention and
everyone wants to be involved. At the
moment, | am enjoying eating out in
town without anyone approaching me,
having a whinge and letting my meal get
cold!

So a thank you must go to the
management and the team, we are all
enjoying the success, everyone is talking
about us so keep it up lads!

A special thank you must also go to my
backroom staff. They work long, hard
hours and | have always preached that it
is about a partnership and it takes a
good team off the pitch as well as on the
pitch to help bear the fruits of success.
You have got to have blue and white
running through your veins, which
everyone of my staff have because, at
the end of the day, we are all supporters!

Although silence prevails regarding the
new Community Stadium, it does not
mean to say that everything has come to
a halt. | am still regularly attending
meetings in my capacity as Executive

U'SREVIEW

MARIEPARTNER

Trustee on the Community Sports Trust
: Board and it allows a me to keep a very

close eye on things and to keep a hand
in on events.

Shouting
As soon as the Council are in a

: position to release any news regarding

the submission of the applications to
Deputy Prime Minister John Prescott, |

. will be the first to be shouting from the

: rooftops!

Enjoy the game today and, on the

: behalf of us all at the club, thank you

¢ again for every part you play, however

: small. You are all equally important and
: I for one wold love to see you rewarded
¢ by a visit to the Millennium Stadium in
the summer (no pressure Phil!)

Up the U’s,

Marie Partner

MARIEPARTNER - LOOKING BAGK AT A GOOD YEAR
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' JOIN THE PREMIER ENFORCEMENT TEAM

. For over 70 years our team of Civil Enforcement

~ Officers have provided the last line of defence on

| behalf of Local Authorities and Magistrates Courts.
We are inviting professionals, to be part of this
winning team and achieve real job satisfaction in

terms of both career and earning potential.

We have local and national opportunities, and
particulary welcome applications from ex-service
personnel

IF THE FOLLOWING SOUNDS LIKE YOU

#® An impeccable character

® Excellent communication skills

#® Self motivated

® A calm & authoritative manner under stressful conditions
o Good administration skills

Kitchens by Leicht
Reputation by H20

Ho0 Kitchens & Bathrooms

Showroom at Hatfields
Peartree Road, Stanway
Tel: 01206 540 202

Call Paula on 01992 703 743
Email us at Careers@bridgmangroup.org

THE BRIDGMAN GROUP IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES EMPLOYER

' Lowest fees for selling, One per cent ‘s

We will not be beaten 10% discount for all supporters on
presentation of this matchday magazine or current season ticket.

P

Buyers best mortgage choice in Colchester 3
Over 4000 schemes to choose from with
expert guidance in less than 10 minutes.

o8 Find us on: rightmove.co.uk &%
or in the Essex County Standard or 40 North Hill Colchester.

Abbey Estates 01206 364800 Supporting the U’s

Our last home game against
Oldham was another where we
have ground out a result where
perhaps we have not quite been on
top form.

That ability to get results on off days is what
will keep you up the top of the table. There is
no point playing well one week and awfully
the next, you need to be able to keep the
points ticking over and have a base to work

off.

We know that if it’s not going well, we have
got the hard work ethic and then, coupled
with the ability that we have in this squad,
then we’re hoping that that will take us in the
right direction. At the moment, we are working
extremely hard and now we just need to get
the ability we have to show up more.

We’ve said every week that we want to start
home games at a high tempo but, to be totally
honest, Oldham came out of the blocks
quicker than us. They had a good start and,
from the kick-off, they ended up in our penalty
box. That set the tone for the rest of the first
half | thought and they played the ball around
well and, despite having a young side, they
showed they have some ability there.

We never really got to grips with them in the
first half and maybe the fact that we had had a
long game on the Tuesday before at Wycombe
had something to do with it. Going in at half
time, the manager put things in people’s
heads in so much as what they should and
shouldn’t be doing in the second half and in
the end we managed to get the victory, which
we were aiming for.

Vital

The important factor in the game was the
fact that Karl Duguid managed to put us into
the lead just after half time. I've said before
that goals change games and, at the moment,
we are scoring goals at vital times in our
matches. This can only help us in tricky and
tight matches.

We also have players who are scoring goals
regularly and, hopefully, by Christmas, we will
have three players in double figures with
Wayne Andrews and Scott McGleish already
there and Rowan Vine not far behind. If we
have that, it can only be a healthy situation for
the club. | don’t remember too many times in
previous seasons that we have had that and
hopefully, with a few others chipping in, we
should be in good shape going into the New
Year.

We come into this afternoon’s game after a
good draw at Hartlepool. Getting Alan sent off
so early in the game was a big blow to us,
especially with Hartlepool’s excellent home

U'SREVIEW.

SCOTTFITZGERALD

SCOTTFITZGERALD - PLEASED WITH OLDHAM WIN

record. We knew it was going to be tough

playing against them with eleven men, so to

: come away with a point after having ten men
i for nearly all of the game is a really good
: result for us.

You don’t get on that often as a centre half

¢ when you are on the bench, other through

¢ injury or a sending off as on this occasion. It
© was a bit of a shock to get called upon so

. early, but the lads did tremendously well on
¢ Saturday.

The manager said it was the most

: impressive point of the season and | agree
¢ with that 100%. With us having an eye on

: getting into the play-offs, that point could

© turn out to be a massive point for us by the
i time the end of the season arrives.

Christmas is a traditionally a tough period

¢ and | know that people do say at different
points during the season that there are spells
: of fixtures that will prove important for the

: season overall. | really do believe that the

: next three or four games are pivotal for our
season and they are vital to how things will

i pan out. We said much the same going into

¢ last week with the two cup games but, if you
want to be successful and be contenders for
: promotion, every game becomes a big game
: and an important game.

We of course progressed to the next round

¢ of the LDV Vans and the FA Cup in the past
: week and have been given two away ties as a

: result. We would have preferred a home tie

i because we’d fancy ourselves against

¢ anybody at home, but the game against

¢ Northampton is one we are looking forward

¢ to. We have nothing to fear and we are going
: wellin our division and we’ll be keen to get a
¢ result.

Accrington are next in the FA Cup and it is

: going to be a tough one. It is a potential

¢ banana skin and they have done really well to
i be where they are in the cup. | watched their
replay with Bournemouth on the TV and you

i could see that the pitch was beginning to

. freeze up and it wont be any better in

¢ January. We've got a good chance of getting

i through, but it'll be far from easy.

We face Luton Town today and they have

¢ been a team that have snuck up into the play-
off race in the past few weeks. They didn’t

: have the best start to the season, but they

¢ have hit a bit of form in recent weeks and

¢ they're nestled in just behind us, meaning
that this afternoon’s match is going to be yet
: another tough encounter!

Fitz

SCOTT FITZGERALD'S PAGE SPONSORED BY
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When you‘re looking for a Key
player for your business
Select the company who

specialise in both permanent
players and premier
substitutes (temporary
workforce) for all positions
®

.= ’
z ~ - N '

Placing irst!”

01206 545900 01787 881962
01473 259923 01376 517079

01376

HURT?

MAKING A CLAIM?

TALK TO ME

FREE

REEPHONE 0800 716234

PERSONAL INJURY SPECIALISTS

Peter Richbell & Co Solicitors CM1 1QS

With the final matches of 2003
being played over the next few
days, Steve Tovey takes a look at
the top Fantasy players of the
year so far..

As former League-leaders “Abberton
FB’s” slip further down the league, here is
a look at some of the players that may
have taken “Kylie’s Kuckoo’s” to the
summit, and who could help Bobby Bowry
and the Media Team kick-start their

" seasons. While Dan Woodrow’s team

stumble, David Howell’s team “Real
Lardmongers” benefited from two Alan
Shearer strikes against Tottenham to take
his place in second, only three points off
top spot.

Goalkeepers

After being pulled up in these very pages
for dodgy starts, runs of seven consecutive
clean sheets each have seen Carlo Cudicini
and Middlesborough’s Australian stopper
Mark Schwarzer establish their reputations
and Fantasy points, but it is Manchester
United’s US import debutant Tim Howard
who has impressed the most, conceding a
measly 10 goals in 16 games, as well as
being a decent price. Top Scorers - Tim
Howard, Man U (54 pts) Carlo Cudicini,
Chelsea (52), Mark Schwarzer, M’boro (51),
Taylor, B’ham (44)

Full Backs

Benefiting from being part of the
meanest defences in the Premiership, and
weighing in with the odd timely assist,
England defenders Wayne Bridge and Gary
Neville are proving value for their Fantasy
money, but the surprise package is former
Tractor Boy Jamie Clapham, scoring only
three points less than reformed Boro bad-
boy wing-back Frank Quedrue Frank
Quedrue, M’boro (56), Jamie Clapham,
B’ham (53), Wayne Bridge, Chelsea (51)
Gary Neville, Man U (51)

Centre Backs

Steve Bruce was a centre-back fixture as
Manchester United began their dominance
of the Premiership ten years ago, and his
Birmingham side have picked up where he
left off, conceding only 18 goals. In the
CUFC Fantasy League, this transfers itself
into points, and the Blues are currently the
players to have at the back, particularly as
they all feature in the bargain range. Kenny

U'SREVIEW

: Cunningham, B’ham (50), Claus
Lundekvam, Soton (50), Rio Ferdinand,
Man U (50), Gareth Southgate, M’boro
: (49), Matthew Upson, B’ham (49)

Frank Lampard has been an English

: constant at Chelsea, producing much in
Roman Abramovich’s drive for the title.

: Likewise goals and assists from Steed

i Malbranque have aided free-scoring
Fulham in their recent climb up the table.
: Butitis the old regulars, Man U’s and

: Arsenal’s left wingers who have created

: the most. At least one of Pires and Giggs,
* if not both, will be in most of the Fantasy
Teams in the CUFC League. Robert Pires,
: Arsenal (64), Ryan Giggs, Man U (61),

: Steed Malbranque, Fulham (60), Frank

: Lampard, Chelsea (59)

FANTASYFOOTBALL

Midfielders
As with Wayne Bridge and John Terry,

Strikers
With Fergie’s much publicized scouring
for striking talent nearing its January
transfer-window conclusion, one man ;
linked with a move to Old Trafford may not :

. be on the shortlist merely because of his

availability in European matches. With

: eight league goals and a number of

: assists, Louis Saha is beginning to display :
¢ the predatory instincts that brought 30+

: goals in Fulham’s promotion season. But

Latest Table:

¢ no one does it better than Shearer. The

¢ former England captain, who once turned
i down a move to Manchester United, has

i weighed in with a mammoth 108 points,

¢ claiming 15 goals along the way to lead
the Fantasy scoring points total at the end
¢ of 2003. Alan Shearer, N’castle (108),
Theirry Henry, Arsenal (95), Ruud van

Nistelrooy, Man U (90), Louis Saha (86)

Steve Tovey

Manager(s) Team Name
1 Allan & Kylie Jones ......cverereens IVLIE'S KUCKOOS o...vsiississssnni
2 DavidHowell ... Real Lardmongers ....
3 Martyn Ager Szl
4 Daniel Woodrow.......ccoseumsmnenns Abberton FBs
5 lan Humberstone ...........ccccons Kingswood United ....
6 Daniel Whymark..
7 Jon Keen....
8 Graeme Howell. .
9 Sean Field Bianco Azzurri ...
10 Jon Burns Bob For England
11 Stefan Andreas-Carter .. ...HeadlessChickens .
12 Micky Cook ...Micky Cook XI ....
13 Jeremy Aves
14 Krista Hultquist ..Sparky’s CUMers
15 Marie Partner. ...Partner Athletic
16 Pat Baldwin .
17 Adrian Coote ...
18 Matt Hudson/Colin Wood ......
19 Bobby Bowry

Key: Red - CUFC Fan Blue - CUFC Playing Staff Black - CUFC Official
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TALKINGTO...

As we come to the last match of
2003 at Layer Road it seems like
an appropriate time to reflect on
a year that has seen many
changes for Colchester United.

On Boxing Day last year the U’s drew 1-1
with Peterborough United at home. It was'a
game that the team perhaps should have
killed off in the first half but Kem lzzet’s
fantastic volleyed goal was cancelled out
late on in what was a typical afternoon for
Steve Whitton’s side.

Although Colchester had won at Luton
Town and Notts County, they had been

eliminated from each cup competition they
i entered in the first round and were just two

points above the relegation zone. The last
home win had been in mid-October and

that form was not set to change until

February. " )
It is not difficult to see that things have
changed a massive amount in the past 12
months. On the pitch there is now a real
sense of confidence amongst the team and

as we take a close look at how the team

has developed in defence, midfield and

attack since January, Alan White told U’s

review how the defence has improved.
“The defence is performing well although

ALANWHITE - TROUBLED WITH INJURIES THIS SEASON

L
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we have let in more goals than we would
like,” he says. “I think that has been down
to the Plymouth and Rushden games, that
put us back a bit. Up until Yeovil and since
then, I think the most we have let in when |
have played is one goal. We have kept four
or five clean sheets and we have only let in
one goal in all the other games I’ve played.
As a defensive side we look quite solid most
of the time and we are scoring a lot more
than we have done in previous seasons so
that helps as well.”

The back four has grown as a unit and
most sides visiting Layer Road really
struggle to break through that back line
now. Phil Parkinson would like to have
recorded more clean sheets but the U’s are
definitely a difficult side to beat.

“The games where we have conceded
more have usually been silly, sloppy goals
that we have let in towards the end of
games, throwing results away a little bit,”
Whitey explains. “A goal a game adds up
but clean sheets breed confidence and if
you can do that the next week if you are 1-0
up in the last five minutes you are confident
you can hold out.

Confident

“Sometimes when you let a few late goals
in it knocks you a bit but we are confident
whoever is playing at the back, whoever
plays at the back out of myself, Fitz and
Liam with any of the full backs - Greg, Sam,
Andy or Gav Johnson - we are confident we
can block teams out and give the lads up
front a chance to win the game for us.”

Although the big northerner has been a
little frustrated by injuries keeping him out
of the team this season, Scott Fitzgerald
and Liam Chilvers have proved to be very
strong in the heart of defence. The return of
the player known as ‘The Rock’ around the
Layer Road dressing room, has definitely
been one of Parky’s best moves in the
transfer market.

“He is a good player and a really nice lad
as well, we all got on with him last season
when he came,” Whitey revealed. “Liam did
a great job for us then and unfortunately he
got injured just as the new gaffer took
control. That was disappointing for him
because he would have liked to have stayed
until the end of last season and finished the
campaign off well but he came back this
season after | got injured against Port Vale.

“We needed another centre half in and
since he has come in he has done really

U SREVIEW

well, he is a good player and | don’t know
what is happening with him at Arsenal but if
he doesn’t get another contract there | am
sure there will be plenty of clubs interested
in signing him and a lot of them are likely to
be in Division One rather than Division Two
because he is very good on the ball, very
strong and because he is such a likeable
person he should fit in to a club wherever he
goes, as he has done here.”

This time last year Steve Whitton was
playing a 3-5-2 formation and the main
tactical change made by Geraint Williams on
his friend’s departure was to switch to 4-4-2.
The back four look more comfortable in this
formation and the full backs who have
played regularly - Sam Stockley and Andy
Myers - are both showing that neither of
them are willing to compromise in the way
they play.

Whitey said: “Sam has played in Division
Two for a while and he had a good start to
the season. Andy would probably hold his
hands up and say that his first couple of
performances for the club were not as good
as he expected of himself. He has dropped
down a division and that is a very difficult
thing to do because in the First Division he
was playing against a different style of
football.

“He had only just met the lads and didn’t
have much of a pre-season. | think he had
been injured a little bit so he wasn’t 100% fit
when he came but since then he has got his
match fitness up and | think he has been
brilliant, Andy has played really well, he’s
been solid and bar a couple of injuries he
has played just about every game.

Best
“I think the crowd have taken to him now
because they can see what he is and the
crowd respond to that sort of a player,
someone who will just fly in, 100%, and do

the best he can for the team and Andy shows
: was very close

that every week.”

Of course defending is not just the job of
the back four and Whitey believes the whole
team has benefited from an increased focus
on the defensive side of the game: “There
has been more emphasis on defending on
the whole from the forwards through to the
midfield,” he explained.

“In the midfield in particular, from the
moment Phil Parkinson came here he didn’t
tinker about too much with the team that
George (Geraint Williams) was playing at the
time. He didn’t want to change the back four

U'SREVIEW

Year in May due to

. the sticks although

© was given an

fellow keeper would

a nightmare this
: season with an
doing really well in

the Ipswich game. |
¢ think that killed him

that any sort of
swing it either way.
“Rich is back now

: and he is training

© and | think he is
: giving the gaffer a

ALANWHITE

: too much because we had played quite well
¢ well again too. He had a couple of little

under George but he took the midfield and
really focussed on shutting down and the
main emphasis is when the opposition is
on the ball to get them in to a certain part :
of the field so we know what they are going :

. to do. The gaffer is a big believer in

showing the opposition inside so you know

4 where they are going to come and the back

four can react more easily rather than
guessing where the ball might go. He did a
lot of work on that and | think it has paid
dividends.”

“You look at Thomas Pinault, he is doing
really well and the defensive side of his
game has come on a treat. He is winning
headers and winning tackles and he is still
passing the ball like we know he can and ;
he has become a much better player for it.” :

All of this is backed up by some very
good goalkeeping too. Simon Brown was
named Player of the

few headaches because Brownie is playing

blips in two games but he has been very
good throughout the season as a whole
and Rich will be keeping him on his toes
now.

“You know when you have got one of
those two keepers behind you that if an
opponent does get through you there is a
good chance that they won’t score because
Brownie and Rich are such good shot
stoppers, quite sharp off their line and
generally good goalkeepers - it gives
defenders extra confidence.”

That confidence is something that seems

to have surged through the side so far this

season. Team spirit is something that
Bobby Bowry points to as he reveals his
expectations for the remainder of the

i season, focussing on the midfield in the
¢ second part of this review on page 26.

his heroics between
he had only played
26 games. And when
Richard McKinney

opportunity he
proved that his

have to graft to get
his place back.

“Unfortunately
Rich has had a bit of

injury to his knee
because he was

pre-season up until

a little bit because it

between him and
Brownie at that point

mistake was going to
Whitey continued:

really well. He is
more or less fully fit

ALANWHITE - TALKS THINGS OVER WITH THE MANAGER
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THEPUBDEBATE

Goodwill to all men?

Is it right that footballers go to work on Christmas Day?

GIVE THEM A BREAK
says Bargepole

When you're a youngster, and you're planning your future
career, if you have a real desire to spend Christmas Day at
home, there are certain jobs that you would be inclined to
avoid. Things like medicine, the emergency services, nursing,
even utility companies like the electricity board - embark on a
career in any of these and you can be pretty certain that
sooner or later you'll be spending Christmas Day stone cold
sober, up to your ears in work.

However, if fortune has smiled upon you and you find that
you have a real talent for football, you wouldn't think that it
was the sort of job that would ever get in the way of opening
your pressies in the bosom of your family.

How wrong you would be. You see, there has always been a
tradition in football to get the players in on Christmas
morning for a training session. Why is this? Is football a
matter of life and death, like driving an ambulance? Is the
health and well-being of little old ladies at stake if the players
stay at home?

Will civilisation grind to a halt if players aren’t plodding round
some blighted piece of grass with all the enthusiasm of Ron
Atkinson entering an order of trappist monks? Is physical
fitness in young professional athletes such a fragile entity that
to be spared a day’s training would leave them huffing and
puffing round the pitch like a Sunday league veterans team? |
hardly think so.

Footballers may well be richly rewarded for what looks to the
rest of us rather a doddle - being paid pretty good money to
play a game. But there are some things that money just can’t
buy, and being at home surrounded by your family on
Christmas morning is, as they say in the credit card ads,
priceless.

I'm amazed in this day and age of paternity leave and the
‘new man’ who takes an active part in raising his family, and of
extensive communication systems, that it is still felt to be
valuable to the team to drag players away from their home on
Christmas morning to make a desultory effort at training for a
couple of hours. Where's the psychological value in that?

Leave the boys at home with the Scalextric and Playstation,
fighting the kids for a go. Give them a diet sheet, by all means.
Give them a training schedule they can do in the local park or
back garden while the turkey is roasting. Send them packing
on Christmas Eve with a video of tactics and a pep talk from
Sir Parky to watch during the Queen’s speech.

And above all, promise them that they can have next
Christmas off as well if they win - and we'll all get the three
points that we put at the top of our letter to Father Christmas.

-.50, WHAT DO YOU THINK?

Which side of the fence are you falling? Is a light training session on the big day too much to ask? Or is it just a drawback of the profession?
E-mail us at editor@colchesterunited.net or drop us a line at the postal address on the U’s Views page!

U'SREVIEW
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ISITTHAT TIME OF
YEAR ALREADY?
COLCHESTER
UNITED OFFICIAL
CALENDAR NOW
ON SALE!

Despite having spent the last week
preparing for Christmas,
Colchester United’s supporters
have still found time to put pen to
paper (or fingers to keyboard!) and

send in their views to the U’s media :

department.

We have the best of your letters here and we :

will be continuing to print a selection of your
views in the matchday magazine during
2003/4, as well as the e-mails that arrive at
the club.

It’s become clear that we have plenty of
budding correspondents in our midst so, if
you want to see your name in the matchday
magazine this season, you can contact us at
editor@colchesterunited.net or by writing to
us at the following address:-

U’s Views,
Media Department,

Colchester United Football Club,
Layer Road, Colchester,

Essex CO2 7))

MATES DAY

U'SVIEWS

{ THANKS MR HEARD!

- Following a discussion | have been having
: on the Oldham Athletic internet

: messageboard, | would like to thank Mr

: Heard. The discussion was about whether
. the FA should “bail out” smaller clubs after

¢ have met financial difficulty. We are
fortunate not to have to worry about this
. and that is largely down to having a level-

: headed and sensible man at the helm of the :

: Good Ship Colchester United (I haven’t

. forgotten you either Marie!).

© As to whether clubs should be rescued by
: the FA footing the bill, | for one certainly

¢ think it shouldn’t happen. These clubs are
: in a sticky situation not because of the FA,
¢ but because of the actions of their

- Chairmen - spending money that they

. haven’t yet received (step forward ITV

© Digital!). Ido not wish to see any club fold,
¢ be it Leeds or York, but it is not for the FA to
© rescue them as it would set a very, very

. dangerous precedent. | LOVE this club and
: I think we should all raise a glass this

e

Cambridge United became the latest club to

¢ Christmas to the Chairman and his friends
: for the way it is run.
© Cheers Mr Heard and Co!
Dave Battson

: GOALS ARE REGQUIRED!

I’'m writing this having just got back from

¢ the Oldham game and would like to
congratulate the team on a fantastic

: second half performance, including two
stunning goals. | have just one bone to

¢ pick.

: 2-1up with five minutes left, well on top
: of the game at this stage but yet we insist
¢ on playing ‘keep-ball’ in the corner! It
suggests that the lads do not have

¢ confidence in their own ability to keep

: attacking fluently and defending strong

. until the final whistle. | have great faith in
: this team but continuing to play in our
skilful way right up to the final whistle
¢ could see us with a much healthier looking
goal difference, something that | am

¢ predicting will be very handy in May!

: Sam Bullard

all sorts to get more fans through the gates, but none of them
ned to work and it was costing the club mone out

etting

bring a mate along to the game.

Colchester United will be hosting a special day in their first home
game in 2004, as a fans-led initiative attempts to boost crowds at
Layer Road as the team look to sustain their play-off push.

‘Mates Day’ is an initiative by the popular U’s fanzine The U’sual,
who hope that each Colchester United supporter ca g along a
friend to the match against Barnsley on January 10th and lift the
numbers on the terraces.

Fanzine editor Daniel Whymark told the matchday magazine: “With
the team doing so well under Parky, yet the average h
attendance at Layer Road being so small, we thought we’
something to bolster the crowd. In the Steve Whitton era

U'SREVIEW.

brilliant i
Get i

do? I’'m sure many of us have a some point or
es laugh at us w

ect a high gate for, The
Wednesday game has set a benchmark for us, it would be
we could beat that, or at least get near, that figure.”

/0l
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TALKINGTO...

BOBBYBOWRY - TALKS OF ‘FANTASTIC SPIRIT’ AT THE CLUB

Things can change very quickly in
football and over the past twelve
months Bobby Bowry has seen life
around Layer Road change quite
distinctly.

When Phil Parkinson arrived as manager ten

months ago he was keen to make sure he did
not change too much too soon.
Parky pointed out that there were long-term

aims and short-term goals. The most pertinent

issue for the new manager, as always, was to

win the next game. He was also determined to '

avoid relegation from Division Two but one
thing Phil Parkinson has always stressed is

the importance to raise the professionalism at

the club and that is something that has been
addressed on many different levels and is
constantly being reviewed.

PAGETWENTYSIX

“I think there has been a massive
turnaround in the club since Steve Whitton
left. He (Whitton) was probably a little bit
unfortunate in terms of injuries and other
things,” says one of the most experienced
players that Parky inherited from his
predecessor.

And Bowry does not underestimate the
amount of change that has taken place in the
past year: “Due to a new management set-up,
new staff being brought in and new players
coming in there really has been a massive
turnaround in the club. The performances on
the pitch have changed and the way people
look after themselves off the pitch has
changed too and that is a big plus for the
club.”

One change that has happened on the pitch
is the shift in the roles that individuals within

the midfield have been employed in. Although
the former Crystal Palace and Millwall man
has been involved in first team matters a little
less frequently over the past 12 months than
previously, he believes that whoever is out on
the pitch on a match day has a better
understanding of their job within the' team.

“Kem lzzet likes to get forward even more
than me, to get in the box, and he does that
really well,” Bobby explains. “Under the old
manager, and sometimes at Millwall, | played
in the role Thomas Pinault has here now but
as you get older you adapt your game to play
with other players. When | play with Kem |
hold the ball and sit back more whereas if |
play with Thomas | get about the pitch a little
bit more.”

“| think those two players have done really
well this year and it has been frustrating for
me sitting out and watching them do very well
but | got my chance a couple of weeks ago
and | thought | had done enough to stay in the
team. For whatever reason, | didn’t keep my
place but that holding midfield has been one
of the big factors in why we have done really
well this year.”

Hard work

Another foundation that Parky has looked to
build his team on his hard work. One of the
first things the U’s boss said after his
appointment was that he wanted the players
to ‘roll their sleeves up,’ get stuck in and earn
results on the pitch.

There can be no denying that has happened
and within the midfield much of that effort has
been channelled into closing down the
opposition when they are in possession.

“| think before Phil Parkinson arrived we
were always known as a nice passing team
that didn’t win enough games,” Bowry recalls.
“We have probably let that side of it go a little
bit because this league is about hard work. |
think the harder you go in, you have got to
have better passers. We can play, everyone
knows that, but that is an aspect of the game
we have adapted. That is a tribute to the boss
because he has made people like Thomas,
who had never really got to grips with that
side of the game, aware that if they want to
play at a higher level they need to do that and
| think that it has paid off big time for him this
year.”

Some of the midfielders could be
disappointed with the relatively low goal :
returns individually this season. After finishing
the 2002/3 campaign with eight goals, Kem
Izzet is yet to score this season, Thomas
Pinault has not hit the net since the beginning
of August and Karl Duguid only scored his
second goal of the season two weeks ago.

The increased strength in other areas of the
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team means that the midfielders are
comfortable with these statistics though:
“Obviously the defence has played well and |
think the fans will see that the boss has made
some shrewd signings up front. We have
actually looked like we have got goals in us
whereas in years gone by, before | came, the
side probably struggled in that respect. We
have now got two players on ten goals before
Christmas, Rowan Vine is on eight and we
have got Doogie who can chip in with a goal
as well.”

Bowry continued: “It is nice going on the
pitch knowing you have got so much
firepower. As a midfield we don’t just let the
forwards get on with it but it has been the
@ase this year that when we have gone a goal
up or a goal down we are always confident of
getting another goal ourselves.”

That strength in the squad has been a
massive boost to Phil Parkinson, especially
with the relatively low number of injuries
encountered so far in 2003/4 and some credit
must go to physiotherapist and fitness coach
Stuart Ayles. But the players have also
bonded well off the pitch and Bowry believes
this could be another key factor if the U’s

want to realise the potential they have already

shown.

“I must say the team spirit at the club is
fantastic at the moment,” Bobby admits. “I
have particularly noticed that team spirit and
the games from the Christmas period into the
New Year are really going to shape the
season. If we are still in the position we want
to be in after Christmas I think that we have
enough about us in the squad to be in the top
Six.

“We have got some very good players on
the pitch and some very good players on the
bench. I think the manager knows now that if
he brings somebody onto the pitch as a
substitute they are going to be able to hold
their own in whatever position they play.”

“There is a fight for places and that is
healthy competition. At the end of the day |
wouldn’t like to be the manager because he
has got to make the decisions and he can’t
keep everybody happy. | have been in the
situation before when | have been number
one and it is nice when you are in that
position but you have to take the rough with
the smooth and | have been pleasantly
surprised with the way the fans have been
with me this year. They have been very good
towards me and very appreciative of my
performances, which is nice.”

This time last year Colchester United
supporters could perhaps have been forgiven
for feeling apprehensive about a Saturday
afternoon at Layer Road. The U’s were not
playing bad football but the final product was
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BOBBYBOWRY

not always there and too frequently the team
wearing blue and white couldn’t quite hold on
to a one goal lead or would concede a soft
goal to lose the match against the run of play.

How life has changed for Colchester fans.
There is now a genuine feeling of expectation
on the terraces, a sense of belief in the team,
and a real buzz around a match day. That is
something that does not go unnoticed by the
players.

Upbeat

“I have been at some big clubs but it feels
that the whole area is really upbeat at the
moment and | think that has been helped
particularly by the cup runs,” Bobby insists.
“It has been almost unheard of at this club in
recent years to be in two cup competitions at
this time of year. That is superb and as a
whole it is going very well at the moment.”

If nothing else, Bobby Bowry’s experience
on the football pitch has proved to be vital in
some key games for Colchester this year. Part
of that wealth of experience - and not a
distant memory - was a promotion-winning
season from this division with Millwall. Does
he think the U’s have got it in them to mount a
serious challenge for Division One yet?

“I think the most important factor in this

team now is that we have three or four players
: who can score goals,” Bowry says. “When |

i was at Palace we had players like Chris

i Armstrong, John Salako and when | was at
Millwall we had Neil Harris and Paul Shaw,

¢ who could all score goals.

“The year Millwall went up | played against

Colchester and | remember saying then that
: they were a good passing team but didn’t

have any steel. | think this manager has

© brought that side of it into the club with the
i fitness and people’s attitudes as well.

“People at this club have changed and to be
honest if we do keep our focus and our heads

i screwed on | firmly believe that we can finish
i in the top six. We have got goals in the team
i and we are playing as a unit; there have been
games when we haven’t played well and we

have got results and that is the sign of a good

team.

“Before we were the Colchester who would

¢ go away to QPR and play really nice football

i and get beaten 3-1. Although we have had a
couple of blips on the road at Rushden,

i Grimsby and Notts County, | think we are quite
i formidable at home and away, if we score

¢ first, | think we are very hard to beat.”

BOBBYBOWRY - VITAL EXPERIENCE
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A WINNING TEAM!

Read the full report from this
afternoon's match in
Monday's EADT - Essex's
leading morning newspaper!

LOOKINGBACK

In his regular column, EADT Journalist
Carl Marston, who will be following the
U’s around the country this season, will
be taking a look back at what was
making the news five, ten and twenty
vears ago at Layer Road.

FIVE YEARS AGO

Colchester United were second best to
Kevin Keegan’s multi-millionaires at
Fulham as the U’s lost 2-0 at Craven
Cottage on Boxing Day, 1998.

The U’s stifling tactics had worked at
lowly Lincoln City the previous weekend,
grinding out a point with Jason Dozzell
(below) as a lone target man. But Fulham
were a different proposition. Lincoln never
even registered a shot on target, but
Fulham peppered the target and also

bagged two goals, scoring midway
through each half.

The fact that United played the final 18
minutes with just 10 men and no regular
keeper, following the dismissal of Carl
Emberson, merely made Fulham’s life
easier. Neil Smith nudged the Cottagers
ahead in the 26th minute, meeting Rufus
Brevett’s cross with a firm header.

Emberson was shown the red card for a
professional foul on German striker Dirk
Lehmann on 72 minutes. Neil Gregory was
handed the green jersey, but dived the
wrong way as Barry Hayles buried the
ensuing penalty.

Emberson was furious: “I just stood my
ground. He (Lehmann) just ran into me. |
thought it was only going to be a goal-
kick. I told the referee that the player had
run into me, and he appeared to agree

with that. But then he got out his red card.

It’s very frustrating because | don’t think
that | deserve any suspension,” added
Emberson.

Fulham led the Division Two table by
two points from Walsall, with Stoke in
third. The U’s were in 15th spot.

U’s line-up: Emberson, Dunne, Betts,
Williams, Greene, Buckle, Wilkins, D
Gregory, Dozzell, Abrahams, Stamps. Used
subs: N Gregory, Lock, Sale.

CARLMARSTON

TWENTY YEARS AGO

The U’s completed a month to remember
at Layer Road on Tuesday, December 27,
bringing their goal tally to 18 in their
fourth game, thanks to a 4-1 home win
over Aldershot Town.

Visitors Aldershot, level on points with
the U’s before kick-off, were obviously in
January Sales mood as they gave away
goals to the free-scoring U’s.

The rush was started after just 12
seconds, and before the Shots had even
laid a boot on the ball. Steve Leslie
crossed in hope and defender Compton
handled the ball.

Tony Adcock needed no second
invitation as he tucked away the penalty
for his 19th goal of the season.

Steve Wignall netted the second goal,
following lan Phillips’ corner, before
McDonald pulled a goal back for
Aldershot. But Adcock restored the two-
goal advantage just two minutes later.
Keith Bowen added the fourth.

The U’s were looking good in fourth
position in the old Division Four table,
behind York, Blackpool and Doncaster.

U’s line-up: Chamberlain, Cook, Phillips,
Hadley, Wignall, Houston, Groves,
Osborne, Bowen, Adcock, Leslie.

TEN YEARS AGO

If ever there was a case for enjoying a
Boxing Day lie-in, then this was it.
Colchester United shared a goalless
draw with Mansfield at Layer Road. The
match di¢in’t deserve a goal, but then it
never looked like getting one.

The U’s biggest crowd of the season
turned up, expecting to see the Stags
hunted down, but by half-time everyone
was beginning to wish that they hadn’t
bothered.

Mansfield packed the midfield with
five men, and Colchester were never
good enough to break down that barrier.
The closest they came to stealing a goal
was in the very last minute when player-
manager Roy McDonough had a shot
cleared off the line, following Nicky
Smith’s corner.

The one plus mark for the U’s was the
display of their two new signings -
keeper Jon Sheffield and winger Chris
Fry. Sheffield, signed on loan from
Cambridge United, never put a foot
wrong and made one outstanding save
to deny Peter McLoughlin.

Fry, signed from Hereford United for a
nominal fee on Christmas Eve, was
introduced as a second half substitute
and he showed some neat touches
down the right flank.

McDonough’s men were 18th in
Division Three. Crewe led the table by
three points.

U’s line-up: Sheffield, Betts, Roberts,
Kinsella, English, Cawley, Ball,
Brown, McDonough, McGavin, Smith.
Used subs: Fry, Dickens.

U SREVIEW
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The Christmas Diary

First of all, I would like to wish every one a
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. |
hope you all got what you wanted yesterday
and had a good day eating, drinking and
being merry. Spare a thought then for the
players out there today who probably
trained yesterday and kept off the beer and
wine all day!

All the managers | have played under have
had at least a forty eight hour alcohol ban
before games and I'm sure Phil Parkinson is
just as strict. This means that even on
Christmas Eve, the lads would have had to
have stayed off the sauce and watched what
they ate. In this two day period before a
game, pasta and plenty of carbohydrates
are the.order of the day. These are the
sacrifices players have to make in order to
be in peak condition for the busy eight or
nine days ahead. These sacrifices will be
well worth it if we have a successful
Christmas period.

Delighted

| am sure if Phil sits down in his office on
the 4th of January and has taken four points
in the league and is in the Fourth Round of
the FA Cup, he will be delighted. This is a lot
easier said than done though; today’s game
is no formality and Sunday’s game against
QPR is probably the toughest league game
of the season.

Following that game we have the long trip
to Accrington Stanley on January 3rd. It
looks like an easy game because, after all,
they are only in the Conference but
Bournemouth couldn’t beat them home or
away. We can not afford to go there with
any of the players not being a 100% focused
on progressing to the next round.

Without trying to double guess the boss
and his management team, | will try and
take you through the Christmas period as
the players will see it. After the Hartlepool
game on 2oth December, the players will
report on Monday morning for a normal
training session. Tuesday may become a
rest day and after this, preparations for
today’s game will begin in earnest, with
training on Christmas Eve and Christmas
Day.

The players will want to be in early on
Christmas Day so that they can be home to
spend most of the day with their families.
They will however be expected to rest up
completely and consume the required diet.

U'SREVIEW.

Today’s game will see the players getting
to the ground between 1.00 and 1.45. The
latter is the time they will have to be in the
dressing room but some players, including

: myself in the past, like to be at the ground

early to make sure everything - as in boots,
shin pads, etc - is ready. After the game,
they may all eat together before going
home and again putting their feet up.

Light

Tomorrow, they may be in for a light
session, stretching, cooling down or
analysing parts of the match. Any of them
with bumps or bruises will be in with Stuart
the physio and will sit out any training.

Another excuse not to help with the
house work when they get home, ‘got to

: relax darling, I've got a garne tomorrow

against QPR, they are top of the league you

: know.’

Playing on a Sunday may be a common
occurrence for the Premiership teams but is
rare in the Second Division. If the lads have
shown up well in these two games and

: there fitness levels are looking good they

might be rewarded with another rest day on
the Monday.
Tuesday will be a normal training day for

: the lads that have played both days but the

others might have to endure some extra

fitness work in case they are needed for the :

game against Accrington Stanley. A light
day will be had on Wednesday before the
cycle starts again with two days intense

Scenic Touring Park

DAVIDGREGORY

preparation ahead of the FA Cup game in
the North.
This schedule is obviously liable to

: change due to various reasons, the weather

at this time of year usually has a say in
proceedings, but | am positive that Phil will
have the troops ready for every eventuality
and they will be hungry to be successful
during this busy festive period.

Once again, Season Greetings and enjoy
the game.

David Gregory

Ideal family park, grassland, sheltered with trees
and four fishing lakes. Large open spaces.
Golf Driving Range. Excellent coarse fishing.
Two childrens play areas and indoor games room.

Family entertainment. Licensed bar
and restaurant with take-away facilities.

Heated swimming pool and pitch and putt.
SAFE PRIVATE SOUTH FACING BEAcy RaC LIE

Luxury Holiday Homes for Hire & Sale
WALDEGRAVES HOLIDAY & LEISURE PARK
Mersea Island, Colchester, Essex CO5 8SE
Tel: (01206) 382898 Fax: (01206) 385359
www.waldegraves.co.uk Email: holidays@waldegraves.co.uk
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: OFFICIAL KIT SUPPLIER TO COLCHESTER UTD FOOTBALL CLUB

Two goals by Reg Stratton gave
Colchester United a 2-2 Fourth
Division draw against
promotion rivals Luton Town in
front of 10,200 at Layer Road
on 8th April 1966.

Stratton signed for the U’s from
Boston United that summer and
started his Layer Road career off

- with a bang. He grabbed five goals

in the first few weeks of the season,
having added a much needed
cutting edge to the Colchester
forward line.

Stratton notched a total of
seventeen goals that season, and
was on target again as Colchester
held Luton to a 1-1 draw in the
return fixture three days later. His
strikes, coupled with the best
defensive record in the division
during 1965/6 meant that the U’s
were able to pip the Hatters to
promotion on goal average.

He eventually went on to play over BOBBY BLACKWOOD: Scottish

wing-half who netted six goals in
: . i 105 League outings for Colchester
—an impressive tally of a goal nearly © prior to joining Hawick Royal Albert
! ; i as player-manager in July 1968,
amateur international, he eventually . then rejoined Hearts as reserve
team trainer. Settling in Edinburgh,
i he ran a betting shop in Balerno

Dover and Basingstoke and is now a until March 1992 and died in June

: 1997.

120 league and cup games for
Colchester United, scoring 54 goals

every other game. An ex-England

departed to Vancouver Rovers, but
returned to play for Brentwood,

storeman for Solatron in
Farnborough.

Football Historian and
Membership Secretary of the
Colchester United Former Players
Association LEIGH EDWARDS traces
the Colchester team.

SANDY KENNON: Experienced
goalkeeper who made 77 League
appearances for Colchester prior to
joining Lowestoft Town in August
1967. He now lives in Wroxham and
was a partner in the Bunney &
Kennon betting shops, then a sales

U'SREVIEW
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executive for Highland Distillers
until retiring in September 1996.

. DUNCAN FORBES: Scottish

¢ defender who starred in

: Colchester’s 1965-66 promotion

i success and scored twice in 170

. League games prior to joining

¢ Norwich City in September 1968.

i He skippered the Canaries to two

promotions and two League Cup

i finals, then became their

i promotions manager and later chief
scout.

: JOHN FOWLER: Scotiish left-back
i who starred in Colchester’s 1961-62
i and 1965-66 promotion campaigns,
netting five goals in 415 League

i games while at Layer Road prior to
joining Heybridge Swifts in June

i 1968. He later played for Easter Gas
¢ and worked locally for Securicor

i until a fatal heart-attack.

¢ MICK LOUGHTON: Centre-half who
. starred in Colchester’s 1965-66
promotion success, scoring six

i times in 122 League games before

¢ joining Brentwood Town in July

i 1968. He later played for and

¢ managed Chelmsford City and has
i also coached Tiptree, Witham,

i Brightlingsea, Brantham and

: Heybridge Swifts.

DEREK TREVIS: Influential wing-
i half who netted 13 goals in 196

i League games for Colchester prior

: to joining Walsall in September
1968. He later played for Lincoln

¢ City, Stockport County, Philadelphia
: Atoms, San Diego Jaws, Las Vegas

i Quicksilver and Philadelphia Fury.

i He died in Sacramento in 2000.

i MIKE GRICE: Outside-right who
was in his second spell at Layer
¢ Road, helping to win promotion in
i 1965-66 and netting 29 goals in

247 League games before rejoining

i Lowestoft in June 1966. He was a

¢ draughtsman for Eastern Coach

. Works, then Phillips Petroleum and
i died in Lowestoft in August 2002.

: PETER BULLOCK: Former England

i Youth inside-right who starred in

¢ the 1965-66 promotion success and
i scored 33 times in 95 League

¢ outings while at Layer Road before
: moving to Exeter City in July 1968.

i He later played for Walsall and
 Stafford Rangers and has since

i worked for Michelin, living in

: Trentham.

i TED PHILLIPS: Former Ipswich
Town favourite who netted 13 goals
i in 32 Fourth Division games for

i Colchester prior to joining Maltese
side Floriana as player-manager in
i May 1966. Subsequently with

i Chelmsford, Lexden, Brantham and
Long Melford, he worked for British
i Telecom and still lives locally.

| BRIAN HALL: Versatile outside-left
: who was ever-present in the 1965-
66 promotion success, scoring 29

i goals in 328 League games prior to
 joining Chelmsford City in January

i 1973. He later played for

i Wimbledon, Clacton, Tiptree and

{ Rowhedge and has since been a

i storeman for Essex Heating

i Supplies.
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BBC Essex - Proud to provide exclusive away
match commentaries for the 2003/2004 season
and regular updates on home matches. Tune-in
every day for the latest sports news from the
county’s home of live sport.
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Hundreds of courses
to choose from.

» Access courses

* Administration

+ Art and Design

* Automobile Engineering

» Beauty Therapy

* Business and Management
Catering

* Childhood and Social Studies

- Computing

 Construction

* Engineering

 Hairdressing

* Healthcare

« Information Technology

* Leisure and Tourism

* Media

* Music

» Performance Arts

i Pre-Foundation Studies

* Work Based Learning

GOOD WEEK FOR...

i) Blackpool's Squad Stength

With his team sitting four points outside the
play-offs, Seasiders boss Steve McMahon has
made a move to bolster his team heading into
the Christmas period. First up, McMahon signed
Leeds United youngster Simon Johnson on a
month’s loan, with the forward making his debut
against Luton nearly a fortnight ago.

And, last Monday, the Blackpool boss
confirmed that Derby County defender Steve
Elliott would be staying at the club for a further
month. Elliott has performed well in his time at
Bloomfield Road and McMahon was delighted to
secure his signature, saying: “Steve has been
tremendous for us over the last month, he has
been a tower of strength. We are delighted with
Steve and the way he has performed.”

ii) Leon McKenzie's Career
With Darren Huckerby leaving Norwich City and
returning to Manchester City, it opened the door
for someone else to get their chance at Carrow
Road. And the Canaries decided to opt for
Peterborough United’s Leon McKenzie, with the
pacey striker signing for the First Division club for
a fee that could eventually be worth £625,000.

McKenzie was delighted with the move,
saying: “Norwich City is a massive club and
always seem to have a good pedigree of players
and an attractive style of football. I just want to
come here and prove myself by scoring goals -
that’s my job and | have managed to maintain a
good scoring ratio to date, so hopefully | can
keep that up with my new club.”

And the striker started with a bang on Sunday
by scoring both goals in the 2-0 East Anglian
derby win over Ipswich Town.

GREAT WEEK FOR...

Oldham’s Long Term Survival Hopes

The Latics have moved a step closer to pulling
clear of the trap door to extincton after a date
was set for the takeover of the club to be ratified.
Three New York businessmen have kept the
Boundary Park club afloat in recent months and
now are due to take over on a permanent basis
in the New Year subject to Football League
approval.

It will prove to be a blessed relief to the Latics
fans who have seen their club hang perilously
over the edge during the summer and, when
asked why he had decided to take over the
Lancashire club, one of the American trio Simon
Blitz said: “Because we love football. You have to
follow your dreams, if you don’t fulfil your
dreams then life passes you by and you realise
you’ve maybe missed out.

“To be involved is exciting, nervous, it’s
everything. You can’t believe that | was sitting in
New York watching on the internet seeing the
team lose and getting annoyed. Once you invest

U'SREVIEW
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LEONMCKENZIE - BIG MOVE

and that’s what you decide, you become an
: instant supporter and defeat hurts, it doesn’t
: matter who you are.”

i BAD WEEK FOR...

: i) Stockport’s Goalkeeping Problems

Having taken over at Edgeley Park a couple of
months ago, Sammy Mcllroy is finding life in

¢ club management as tricky as that at

¢ international level. The Northern Irishman

: signed Aston Villa keeper Boaz Myhill to solve
an injury crisis at County but, after a string of

¢ impressive performances by the loanee, Mcllroy
¢ is back to square one after Myhill was snapped
¢ up on a permanent basis by Hull City.

“I've really been hit hard with this one,” he

said. “Boaz did brilliantly for us and we wanted
i to keep him on. But the story got out that we

: wanted to sign him and his agent then did a

¢ deal with Hull. Of course, I'm disappointed, but
i that's football and we just have to get on with
 things.”

ii) Wycombe’s Survival Hopes

¢ Until this Saturday’s 2-0 win over Bournemouth,
i new Wanderers boss Tony Adams was yet to
record a win in the league.

Goals from Keith Ryan and Luke Moore

secured a vital three points, however the
Chairboys remain rooted in the bottom four.

Before the weekend win a disappointed

¢ Adams had told the press: “Am I confident of

¢ turning it around? No, absolutely not. I'm not

¢ confident at all, but we’re going to give it a go.
¢ But there are signs that we’re getting there. I'm
: loving it. It's great fun.”

{ TERRIBLE WEEK FOR..

: Oldham’s Off Pitch Behaviour

Having appeared in this section last time out

: after a fan threw a bottle onto the pitch against
: Notts County, the Latics supporters are again

: under scrutiny after alleged racial abuse in the
¢ recent game against Colchester United at Layer
¢ Road.

After complaints by Oldham fans about their

 fellow Latics followers, the club confirmed that
¢ itintends to investigate.

A statement on the club website read: “The

© Club has this morning become aware of
incidents regarding racial comments made at

: Colchester on Saturday. The Club is

¢ investigating these incidents and is currently

¢ speaking with Greater Manchester Police to see
i what can be done.

“The Club recognises it is a minority and will

¢ do everything in it's power to stamp out such

¢ behaviour. The Club will not allow this activity to
¢ spoil the hard work it undertakes in forging
links with all parts of the community.”
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Maximise Your Motivation!

Join the Top Notch team now - 50%
off start-up fee and FREE starter kit!
We're good enough for Col U, let’s us

help you to score your goals too!

Please bring this programme to take advantage of this offer

Whatever your godl...

Whether it's a relaxing break or successful
meeting you will always be on the winning side
at Holiday Inn Colchester.

Excellent amenities and friendly, efficient staff
will ensure your stay is enjoyable. And if there’s
anything we can do to make your meeting more

successful we will.

It's just another way we make your stay special.

Holiday Inn Colchester

Abbotts Lane, Eight Ash Green,
Colchester, Essex, CO6 3QL

T: 0870 400 2020

F: 01206 766577
www.holiday-inn.co.uk

~ HOTELS - RESO

otidoy Snn |
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Good afternoon and welcome to
this afternoon’s game. The
treatment room has been quiet

. again since our last home match

and it was good for the manager to
be able to choose his team from a

fully fit squad last weekend.

Andy Myers missed out when we faced Oldham
Athletic recently after he came in to the club with an
infected toenail on the match day. It seems like a
silly little injury to stop him playing but that type of
problem can be very painful. Andy is a tough lad
and he would play through a little bit of pain but
this was causing extreme discomfort. We got him to
see the chiropodist promptly who sorted everything
out and he was back in training on the Tuesday
after the game.

Obviously it is very important for footballers to
look after their feet because they are the tools of
their trade. We make sure the players wear flip-
flops in the showers and whenever they don’t have
boots or trainers on because it is a moist
environment around the dressing room where
fungal infections are able to flourish. The players
get fined if they are not wearing flip flops and we
have to be careful to prevent athletes foot - if you
get that going through the club it can prove very
painful for individuals and stop people playing.

Thankfully, Andy was back in training very quickly
and, after travelling to Hartlepool last weekend,
there should be no reason why he is not available
to play against Luton Town today.

We have also been continuing to protect Gavin
Johnson’s bruised foot, as | mentioned in my notes
for the Oldham game. It is important that Gav gets
plenty of rest to his foot. Ideally, he would have
three weeks rest but we can’t do that within a
playing environment. It is painful to play with a
bruised foot but once you are running around
adrenaline takes over and, because of our present
fixture schedule, it is difficult to say how long the
problem will be there. The bruise is on the
underside of Gav’s foot and that makes it difficult
for him to rest it. In training | have been giving him
more non-weight-bearing exercise and on the
Monday and Tuesday after the Oldham match Gav
was doing a lot of work in the pool and on a bike.

For most people Christmas Day is a time to relax
and eat excessively but that is very different for
professional footballers. We treated yesterday as
we would any normal training session the day
before a match. As usual, the players were in for
training in the morning and ate together as a team

U'SREVIEW

STUARTAYLES

 after training.

After training they were free to go home and

: there is no problem with them eating a traditional
¢ Christmas dinner because turkey and vegetables
¢ provide them with what they need. After a meal
like that though the players have to avoid the

¢ chocolates and sweets that most people will be

¢ tucking in to. Likewise, they cannot really drink

¢ during the Christmas period. Players can have a :
: glass of wine with their meal on Christmas Day but :
© there is no excessive eating or drinking because i
they are preparing for the game the following day.

With just two days until we play at Queens Park

¢ Rangers after today’s match it is important to :
. make sure the players prepare properly for the trip
: on Sunday. Our recovery from today’s match will ~~ :
start immediately after the final whistle. As | have
: explained before, the players drink milkshakes

: after the game to replace energy and they warm-
¢ down on pitch.

Ice
In the past couple of months, after these warm-

¢ downs they have been sitting in ice baths in the

¢ dressing rooms at Layer Road. We fill a bath, half
¢ with ice and half with cold water and the players
have to sit submerged up to their waists for 30

¢ seconds and then they get back into a warm

: shower. They alternate by getting back in bath and
: then the shower three or four times.

We cannot put into print what some of the

players said the first time | asked them to get into
: a bath full of ice but they are slowly getting used

: toit. Ice restricts blood flowing from any micro

¢ tears in the muscles while the heat from the

¢ showers increases the blood flow and this process
: speeds up the repair of minor muscle damage

. incurred during the match.

You may have seen in the papers recently that

¢ the England rugby union team took their own ice
. baths over to Australia for the World Cup and it
 certainly didn’t seem to do them any harm. The ice
¢ baths are one of the changes we have broughtin @
¢ this season but it has been a gradual process of

¢ bringing in different ideas. We have been doing

: this for about eight weeks continuously but we

© have been trying to educate the players about the
: benefits since pre-season.

mtrikeforce

p— g ]
STUARTAYLES

Some of the players almost had to be dragged

¢ kicking and screaming into the baths the first time
¢ we used them but we will continue to supervise

© the players while they whinge about taking the
baths. It is more difficult to do this at away games
. because we can’t take away the amount of ice we
: would need. We could alternate hot and cold
showers but that is not quite as effective.

Tomorrow morning the squad will be back in

training for a mixture of match preparation. The

: manager and his assistant will do some coaching

¢ and then they will be with me to do the second part
¢ of their warm down in the swimming pool. They do

around 45 minutes to one hour on the day and it is
: important to do enough but not too much.

After training tomorrow the players will eat

before they go home to continue Christmas under
strict instructions that they are preparing for

another game the following day.
Hopefully our squad can remain as fit in the New

© Year. For now | would like to wish everybody a
© Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year and many
thanks for your continued support.

Stuart

Get back into the game with top
quality treatment from the U’s
first team physiotherapist.
Sports and work related injuries, back
pain, respiratory and postural problems.
For appointments, telephone 01206 715326.
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SAVE

ADVANCED SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEMS
Sponsors of Colchester United Youth Team

ENERGY

SUBSTANTIAL SAVINGS on your household energy bills - for life!

Smart Energy have introduced the world's most efficient solar
heating system into the UK so that you can enjoy substantial
savings on your household energy bills, even during the winter
months. By installing a Smart Energy System you can reduce
your energy bills, reduce pollution and protect our environment.
When you help us to promote solar energy you could get a FULL

REFUND on your initial investment.

Call today for a FREE NO OBLIGATION SURVEY

T 0800 0266999 |
E info@smartenergyuk.com

www.smartenergyuk.com

SMART ENERGY HAS THE SYSTEM TO SUIT YOUR PRDPERTY - AND YOUR BUDGET

UK Head Office: Smart Energy UK Ltd.

Technology House, Haven Road,
Colchester, Essex CO2 BHT

Striketore

ADRIANWEBSTER

youth teams backed by...

cRIDG

TY MAINTENANGE

CENTREOFEXCELLENCE

: against Luton Town and let me
: take this opportunity to wish a
¢ Merry Christmas to both sets of
: supporters and | hope everyone
: has had a good time in the last
: few days.
© |was asked the other day ‘How does one
: measure success?” Ultimately, our youth
: department will be judged by what players
* break into the first team. In time, however,
¢ there are many obstacles to overcome
along the way.
© Over the years, | have been asked many
. times in my role of Recruitment Officer
¢ ‘What do you look for in a young player?’ If
. lam honest, | would have to say that over
. the years, that has changed somewhat.
: Obviously, it has to be what the manager
. of the day is looking for. When | first
: became Recruitment Officer and | started
¢ looking at games, | would always look for
. the best player, but | soon found out that
© when it came to trying to get that player,
: we were way down the pecking order.
Today, | am pleased to say that that has
- changed, mainly due to the reputation we
: have developed over the years.
For example, when Steve Whitton was
: here, he wanted players who could pass
: the ball and receive the ball comfortably.
: But when Phil Parkinson came in as
: manager, | spoke to him and asked him
: what he was looking for in players.
: The thing that came out of that was he
. wanted players with athleticism. He feels
¢ that during the time that a young player is
: with the club, he should be able to pick up
. the technical stuff and the tactical
awareness, whilst the athleticism is a
¢ natural thing.
. Istill believe that when I look for players,
* as well as the athleticism | am looking for

¢ Welcome to this afternoon’s game

“IT IS GETTING THAT
BALANCE OF WHAT
THE MANAGER
WANTS AND WHAT |
WANT FROM A
PLAYER TO GET THE
BEST END PRODUCT.”

. players who are comfortable on the ball. It

. is getting that balance of what the manager
¢ wants and what | want from a player to get
¢ the best end product.

And, at the end of the day, whilst the

¢ individual manager’s focus of what they

: want from young players is different, the

¢ aim still has to be to get the best players

© for Colchester United. The Centre of

¢ Excellence goes from the Ugs to U16s and

. is the first stage on the conveyor belt to get
players to the first team and getting the

. best players early on can only be good for

© the club.

Make A Move,
Adrian Webster

Help Needed For

January 2004!

Would YOU be interested in a part-time
job for ten hours a week, helping out in
the snack bar at Essex Uni for the

Centre of Excellence? This is on
Wednesday evenings as well as
Saturday and Sunday mornings.

If you are interested, please call
Adrian Webster on 01206 715311 or
07957 891748.

HAVE YOU SEEN THE LIGHT?

Oom

erecruimmen

FLARE RECRUITMENT

U'SREVIEW
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A warm welcome to you today and |

trust your Christmas Day was
special - | would like to wish you all
the best for the New Year.

We, at U17s level, are all enjoying a bit
of a break at the moment, as our next
fixture is against Leyton Orient at home
on January 1oth.

The last game we played was away at
Northampton Town on December 13th
and goals from Matt Paine and Craig
Hughes won us the game by a 2-0
scoreline. What really pleased me about
this game was that it was a great

education and learning experience for my : ¢+ re reference!

players.

Frustrated

What | mean by this is that at half time,
the players were a bit frustrated with
how scrappy the game was even though
we were 1-0 up. The pitch was boggy and
the weather was wet and windy, but |
told the players that not every game you
play in in your career will be total
football and sometimes you have to earn
the right to win.

JOEDUNNE

What they did unnoticed to

i themselves was outmuscle the

. opposition for sixty minutes and, for the
. last half hour, they played some really

. great football and hence we earned the
: right to play. ‘

Respect
Robbie King and Mark Cousins joined

. me for the Northampton game from the
: U1gs and | have nothing but respect for
. these two players for showing great

i attitude and commitment along with all  :
© my other players. For once, here was our :
¢ team:- :

M. Cousins, D. Cross, M. Paine, R.

¢ King, E. Cussons, M. Lundridge, A.

¢ Fredericks, M. Cross, D. Wareham, M.
: Mbiyeye, C. Hughes, A. Daniels, S.
Opaka, T. Benjamin.

Remember some of those names for

I have only been U17s manager since

© the start of the new season and | would
: like to thank all those people who have
. aided me in my progress. People like

¢ Micky Cook, Adrian Webster, Theresa

¢ Lock, Geraint Williams, Brian Owen and
- of course Phil Parkinson.

I would also like to pay a special

. tribute to all the players | have coached
¢ and who have played for me this year.

| wish all happiness for 2004,

Joe Dunne :

U17s South East Conference Table

PW D L F AGdPts
QPR 17 13 4 0 62 18+44 43
Brighton & HA 17 13 0 4 49 21+28 39
Cambridge Utd 18 11 3 4 41 16+25 36
COLCHESTERUTD 18 8 6 4 40 32 +8 30
Portsmouth 18 7 5 6 34 32 +2 26
SouthendUtd 16 7 3 6 37 30 +7 24
Rushden&D 17 6 6 5 32 37 -5 24
Luton Town 15 7 0 836 24+12 21
Oxford Utd 17 6 2 9 27 45 -18 20
Gillingham 17 4 5 8 26 44 -18 17
Brentford 15 4 4 7 24 30 -6 16
Wycombe Wdrs 16 3 7 6 26 48 -22 16
LeytonOrient 18 2 3 13 26 57 -31 9
NorthamptonTn 17 2 2 13 22 48 -26 8
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Fixtures 2003/04

AUGUST

oth Gillingham
16th  Portsmouth
23rd  Southend

SEPTEMBER

6th Rushden & Diamonds
13th  Brentford

20th = QPR

27th  Wycombe Wanderers

OCTBOBER

4th Oxford United

11th  Luton Town

18th  Northampton Town
25th  Leyton Orient
NOVEMBER

1st Cambridge United
8th Brighton & HA

asth « QPR

22nd  Wycombe Wanderers
29th  Oxford United
DECEMBER

6th Luton Town
13th  Northampton Town

JANUARY

1oth  Leyton Orient
17th  Cambridge United
24th  Brighton & HA
31st  Gillingham

FEBRUARY

7th Portsmouth

14th  Southend United
21st  Rushden & Diamonds
28th  Brentford

COLUONLINE.COM/

THE U'SUAL
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Do-o
D1-1
L1-4

D3-3
D3-3
D11
D2-2

L2-3
W2-0
Ws5-1
W4-1

L1-6
W6-1
W2-1

W1-0
W2-0

(h)
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(h)
(h)

@
(h)
@
(h)
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Bridgman

We took on Southend just under

~ two weeks ago in our latest league

match and it was an extremely
disappointing day.

Many times this season, | have mentioned
that it is not necessarily all about winning at
youth level, but more how the players
perform during the course of a match. The
performance is the most important thing but,
arguably, if you perform well individually and
collectively, it normally follows that a decent
result is the end product.

At the Southend game, | was very

disappointed at the boys’ application because

it was so below par. I've seen a little bit of
this before during the season and its not a
pleasing thing. Fair play to Southend, though,
they worked hard and were up for the
challenge of beating the team at the top of
the table.

We did not meet them halfway in terms of
effort, commitment and enthusiasm and
ended up getting what we deserved from the
game. It was a very inept performance and,
once Southend had taken the lead, it was a
game we didn’t look like getting back into.

We lost the chance to establish ourselves
and achieve something before 2004 kicked in,
because three points last Saturday would
have secured top spot in our Youth Alliance
table.

| hope the boys have thought about that
performance and my only positive that | could

“THE PROBLEM IS
THAT THOSE THAT
UNDERPERFORMED
AGAINST SOUTHEND
ARE DENYING OTHERS
THE CHANCE TO SHOW
WHAT THEY CAN DO...”

U'SREVIEW
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MICKYCOOK

¢ take out of the game was that Phil wasn’t

: there to see how we'd played on the day. If

: they learn, it has been a worthwhile exercise,
¢ but my worry is that not all will learn.

The problem is that those that

underperformed against Southend are

: denying others the chance to show what

¢ they can do and | don’t really want to see
that sort of display again. We came in on the
¢ Sunday to discuss things, because if things
: aren’t working out, you have to work harder
: to put things right.

On Saturday, we had an in-house game

: against the U17s, where we were looking to
¢ get back in the saddle as quick as we can.

i This was a chance to see a few triallists and
¢ potential scholars or apprentices for next

i season. I'm looking forward to a very

: competitive game and we hope we can get
: a good performance under our belts.

| would like to say a huge thank you to all

: those who have continued to support us in

¢ the season so far. They all do wonderful

¢ things - from parents giving their valuable

: time to Allan Berry and Smart Energy, our

¢ sponsors and Archie Christie of Drakes Group.

| would also like to wish all our supporters

a very Merry Christmas and a blinding New

: Year. Well done to the first team boys for

¢ what they have given us so far - they have

¢ provided a great example to follow and it

: sets standards for the younger lads to follow.
Here’s hoping it is a really outstanding 2004!

Micky Cook

Fixtures 2003

AUGUST

oth Southend United Ws5-1
16th  Gillingham W2-1
23rd  Brighton & HA W4-1
SEPTEMBER

6th Brentford W1-0
13th  Portsmouth Do-o
27th  Wycombe Wanderers Wy-2
OCTOBER

11th  Gillingham (YA Cup 1) Lo-2
15th  Chelmsford City (FAYC) Lo-1
25th  Brentford Lo-2
NOVEMBER

1st Portsmouth Do-o
8th Leyton Orient W2-1
15th ~ Wycombe Wanderers W2-0
3oth  Leyton Orient W2-0
DECEMBER

13th  Southend United (@)
JANUARY

1oth  Gillingham (h)
24th  Brighton & HA (@
FEBRUARY

14th Merit Division Fixture
21st Merit Division Fixture
28th  Merit Division Fixture

MARCH

13th  Merit Division Fixture
2oth  Merit Division Fixture
27th  Merit Division Fixture

APRIL

10th Merit Division Fixture
17th Merit Division Fixture
24th  Merit Division Fixture

U19s South East Conference Table

Pk W D | F AGIdPEs
COLCHESTERUTD 12 7 3 2 21 10 11 24
Brighton&HA 13 6 5 3 16 11 5 23
Brentford 13 't 3 5 1B 16 o 18
Gillingham 1 5 2 4 24 158 0 17
Portsmouth 12 4 5 3 19 13 6 ¢
SouthendUtd 13 3 4 6 18 33 ‘15 13
WycombeWdrs12 2 5 5 18 25 -7 11
levionOrlent 12 2 3 7 13 24 -1 g
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ADRIAN
WEBSTER

is sponsored by:
L.W. DEVELOPMENTS

JOE
HARDING

IS AVAILABLE FOR SPONSORSHIP

TRISTAN
TONEY

IS AVAILABLE FOR SPONSORSHIP

m

CRAIG
JOHNSTON

IS AVAILABLE FOR SPONSORSHIP

DWAYNE
EDWARDS

is sponsored by:
THE BRIDGMAN GROUP

PAGEFORTYFOUR

S.J. MATTOCK -
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

GERKEN

MR S. WAKELING
COMPLETE FLOORING

MARGARET &
FRANK IRVING

C.USA.
CORNER BAR

ROY PARKER
DECORATING SERVICES
07721 863391

ROSS
CROUCH

is sponsored by:
BRAISWICK PHOTOGRAPHIC

COMPANY LIMITED

LIAM
COLEMAN

IS AVAILABLE FOR SPONSORSHIP

ERGUN
ARTUN

IS AVAILABLE FOR SPONSORSHIP

ROBBIE
KING

is sponsored by:
IFDS - BASILDON

CHARLIE
MOXOM

is sponsored by:
THE BRIDGMAN GROUP

COLCHESTER BODY ARTS CENTRE
01206 768228

RICHARDS

FITCH FLOORING - ROMFORD
01708 763063

RELABOND LTD, ELECTRICAL
AND DATA INSTALLATIONS
020 8508 6080

U'SREVIEW

SPONSORSHIPSCENE

Our Hospitality Lounge is once again
full this afternocon as businesses and
supporters alike make the most of
our Festive Bangers & Mash
afternoon here at Layer Road.

As well as some familiar faces, there are also some new
visitors to the home of Colchester United today and we are
pleased to welcome everybody to our Boxing Day match
against Luton Town.

Enjoying the matchday hospitality this afternoon - again ably
provided by Chenery’s Catering - we have Mr & Mrs Steve
Absolon and their guests, Terry Ponder and his guests as well
as Mr & Mrs Combes, who have brought along a party of Luton
Town supporters to watch the match from our Vice Presidents
Area.

MATCH-DAY SPONSORSHIP

 Corporate Hospitality at its best
+ Entertain your guests in our Sponsors Lounge
» Welcome Drink and Complimentary Programme
 Three course meal with wine
» Best seats in the Vice Presidents Area
¢ Half time refreshment: soup / rolls and tea / coffee
 Vote for Man of the Match
 After match access to meet and socialise in the Players Bar
* From £55.00 plus vat per person. Four to twenty four people
* Match Ball Sponsorship and Match Sponsorship can be
incorporated into a hospitality package. For an extra £20 plus vat
per person, we will also include extras such as a free bar.
Sponsorship includes: presentation on the pitch of a match
souvenir of the day; logo on front cover, recognition and
advertising copy in the match-day magazine, tannoy
announcements etc.

Match Sponsors will have the opportunity to present the Man of
the Match with their own special gift.

CELEBRATING A BIRTHDAY OR AN EVENT?

* Welcome drink and complimentary programme
* Best seats in the Vice Presidents Area
* Three course meal

with wine

* Half time

refreshment

* Fully licensed bar

* Vote for Man of

the Match

* Matchday

magazine

recognition

* Tannoy

announcements

* After match access

to meet & socialise

in the Players Bar

* £55.00 plus vat per

person (tables of four,

six or eight)

U'SREVIEW

CRAIGFAGAN - CRAIG MEETS LAURA WILLIAMSON ON HER 14TH
BIRTHDAY ALONG WITH FELLOW U’S SUPPORTER AND LAURA'S DAD PAUL.

SPONSORSHIP 2003/2004

Thank you to all the companies and individuals listed below for
their matchday sponsorship this season

DATE OPPONENTS
Jul22  Charlton Athletic
Jul26  Ipswich Town
Aug 12 Plymouth Argyle

MATCHDAY SPONSOR

Flare Recruitment/Fred.Olsen Travel
Falcon/Chassis Cab/Colchester Institute
.Tamdown/Allan Jones

Ali Hall/Kent Blaxhill

Tiptree/Wilkin & Sons

Peter Richbell & Co./Glenn Harrington
Danes/Spa/Peter Best

Colchester Institute/Studio Executive Cars
Falcon/Greg McCausland

Flare Recruitment/Mike Baker/H20

Oct 25 Chesterfield ....Inside Business/Nick Thurston
Nov8 Oxford United .. Tolway Fixings/Nick Pickford
Nov 15 Sheffield W'day......Beaumont Seymour/Accountancy Additions

Aug 15 Swindon Town ..
Aug 26

Sep 6

Sep 13

Sep 27 Bournemouth
Sep 30 Brentford.
Oct11 Blackpool

/Design & Print Integration
Smart Energy

Sodexho Defence Services
Dec 13 Oldham Athletic .C] Firminger/AdConnect
Dec 26 Luton Town

Nov 29 Plymouth Argyle
Dec 6 Aldershot Town.

Greene King/Cherry Tree Garage

Jan1o Barnsley . Lexden Installations
Jan 24 Port Vale

Jan 31 Tranmere Rovers .
Feb 20 Grimsby Town
Maro Stockporttounty ... ... . ... . H.P. Morris Electrical
Mar 6 Hartlepool United
Mar 16 Wycombe Wanderers
Mar 27 Peterborough United
Aprio Notts County

Apri7 Wrexham

May 1

ADP Resourcing
Atspeed Distributors
Tamdown/Cadmans

Falcon/Greene King
.Coca Cola/Wildings
Allan Jones
AdConnect

Kent Blaxill/Tamdown
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COMMERCIAL

Good afternoon and welcome to
Layer Road for this afternoon’s
Boxing Day fixture with Luton

Town.

| hope that all of you had a wonderful
Christmas and | wish you all a very happy
and prosperous New Year.

A Big Thank You!

2003 is drawing to a very successful
conclusion and many businesses are
finding it to be an exciting time to be
involved at Colchester United Football Club.

New businesses and old are making good
use of our hospitality facilities and we
would like to thank every single one of
them for thier support.

We hope to see them all again in the New
Year and if you want to get involved do not
hesitate to get in touch!

How you can get involved...

In the Commercial Department, we are
always on the look out for new business for
Colchester United. If you would like to
become more involved, there are many
ways in which you can become part of our

3

MATCHBALL SPONSORS V OLDHAM - PETER DEVANEY OF MATCHBALL SPONSORS FOR THE
OLDHAM GAME, AD CONNECT MEDIA LTD RECEIVES HIS OFFICIAL MATCH SHIRT FROM u's

MASCOT EDDIE THE EAGLE.

sponsorship scene and the excellent o j
a’t)mosphert?that currently surrounds the . ® Individual Player Sponsorships for both

club. our First Team & Youth Team
Prices range to suit all budgets and you | ® Programme Advertising from an 1/8th

may wish to consider one of the following i page to Full Page
options:- : @ Match and Match Ball Sponsorships for a

MATCH SPONSORS V OLDHAM - CHRIS FIRMINGER OF MATCH SPONSORS FOR THE OLDHAM
GAME, CJ FIRMINGER BUILDERS & CONTRACTORS, RECEIVES HIS OFFICIAL MATCH SHIRT
FROM U’S MASCOT EDDIE THE EAGLE.

¢ fixture of your choice

¢ @ Hospitality Packages for individuals or

f celebratory parties

: @ Perimeter Advertising at special

i discounted prices

¢ @ Advertising on our literature and “flyers”
¢ -i.e. 50/50 Draw Tickets, Team Sheets etc.

If you are interested, please give me a call
i 0N 01206 715306

Julie Ager - Commercial Department
Tel: 01206 715306

CASINO NIGHT

Colchester United players were celebrating
their recent win over Oldham Athletic with a
night at the casino last Monday at the U's
latest social event. Hosted at Route
Nightclub in Colchester, there were a host of
traditional casino tables available for the
guests to play on and the evening was a
roaring success with a number of prizes
being won. Keep an eye out for our next one!

COBRNER

VICE PRESIDENTS 2003/2004

Lt Col S. Absolon Mr. M. Gadbury Mrs. R. Jones Mrs. M. Ponder
Mrs. S. Absolon Mr. P. Gardiner Mr. P. Joyce Mr. M. Roddy
Lt Col P Andrews Mr. R. Gamble Mrs. S. Joyce Mr. R. Roddy
Mr M Baker Mr. T. Grisedale Mr. T. Kershaw Mr. J. Seymour
Mr. M. Barber Mrs. M. Goodwin Mr. H. Lingard Mr. B. Smith
Mr. J. Barber Mr. A.R. Hales Mr. D. Lord Mr. G. Smith
Mr A Cadman Mr. P. Hammond Mr. D. Matthewson Mr. T. Sutton
Mr S Cadman Mr. C. Head Mr. G. McCausland Mr. N. Taylor
Mr. P. Cox Mr. J. Head Mrs. J. McCausland Mr. G. Thompson
Mr. S. Drake Mr. D. Henshall Mr. D. Mills Mr. N. Thurston
Mr. M. Eade Mr. T. Horsfall Mr. H. Morris Mr. J. Vince

Mr. C. Firminger Mr. C. Jenner Mr. F. Peacock Mr. K. Welton
Mr. C. Forster Mr. M. Jones Mr. T. Ponder Mr. R. White

smart sponsors areas.

A Vice Presidents committee this season
will be organising executive away trips and
several social functions.

You are assured of a warm and friendly
welcome to the Vice Presidents Club,
leaving well after the crowds are gone.

For full information on how you can
become a member of the Vice Presidents
Club, call Julie Ager in the Commercial
Department on 01206 715306.

Become a Vice President!

Now the season is well underway, we are
able to reduce the cost of becoming a Vice
President - we only have a handful of
available places so now is the time to think
about treating yourself.’

Enjoy the match with a bit of extra luxury,
with a pre and post match bar in a non-
smoking environment.

Guests are joined by the sponsors before
and after the match as well as by the
players and their guests.

Membership to the Vice Presidents
Club gives you a seat adjacent to the
Directors Box, whilst the Hospitality
Area and Sponsors Lounge provide a
ideal venue. You will be treated to a pre
match drink and, with complimentary
half time refreshments and matchday
magazine, you can enjoy the banter and
vote for the Man of the Match.

Vice Presidents this season will also
have unlimited use of the formal
environment of the Directors Guest
Lounge as well as the informal but

man of the match

The matchday sponsors and the Vice Presidents Club will be voting for the Man of the Match
throughout the season. The winning player receives a meal for two, kindly donated by the Old
King Coel Pub, Ipswich Road, Colchester.

MATCH MOTM R/UP
Plymouth Argyle Craig Fagan Thomas Pinualt
Swindon Town Simon Brown Kem lzzet
Bristol City Scott McGleish Pat Baldwin

QPR Sam Stockley
Brighton & Hove Albion Wayne Andrews

Scott Fitzgerald
Scott Fitzgerald

AFC Bournemouth Sam Stockley Karl Duguid
Brentford Craig Fagan Rowan Vine
Blackpool Craig Fagan Scott Fitzgerald

Chesterfield
Oxford United
Sheffield Wednesday

Scott Fitzgerald
Sam Stockley
Thomas Pinault

Wayne Andrews
Liam Chilvers
Liam Chilvers

Plymouth Argyle Thomas Pinault Craig Fagan
Aldershot Town Wayne Andrews Karl Duguid
Oldham Athletic Thomas Pinault Karl Duguid

U'SREVIEW. PAGEFORTYSEVEN

PAGEFORTYSIX

U'SREVIEW. |



TALKINGTO...

This time last season, Scott
McGleish had just three goals to
his name and Colchester United
were sliding towards the bottom
four in a run of form that would
eventually cost former boss Steve
Whitton his job.

Twelve months later, things could not be
more different for both the striker and the
team as a whole. Despite not playing every
game this season, McGleish has already
notched ten goals this season and looks
on course for a personal best in a season,

whilst the team are laying the foundations
: for strong play-off push in 2004.

McGleish admits to being happy with his
lot at the moment and told the matchday
magazine: “It took me a long while to get
going last year - it was the end of October
before | got my first goal and | ended up
with nine goals in the end. We’re now
coming up to Christmas and I've already
got ten and surpassed last year already.
My target now is to beat my career best in
a season, which is 15 goals.”

29-year-old McGleish has been the U’s

i top scorer for the past two seasons and is

5

2 it

SCOTTMCGLEISH - CELEBRATES ONE OF HIS TEN GOALS THIS SEASON

PAGEFORTYEIGHT

well placed for the second half of the
campaign. The spring heeled striker is level
pegging with new boy Wayne Andrews at
the top of the scoring charts at Layer Road
and is aiming to be there once May arrives.

The popular front man admits that the
fluency with which the team is scoring is
largely down to the fact that there are a
number of potent strikers at the club, all
keeping each other on their toes.

And, despite changes in the starting line-
up from time to time, McGleish has been
pleased with how the forwards have
performed in 2003. He added: “Last year |
was in and out of the team and, once the
forwards hadn’t scored in the first four or
five games, things were changed around
rapidly.

“This year, we have had a settled side
and, even though the forwards have been
in and out to an extent, whoever has
played, the partnership has done well. To
be successful, you need to be able to bring
in players who are going to do well and
keep the other person out of the team or
on their toes.

Competition

“That competition for places has been
really important for us so far this season. To
stay in the team, you have got to play well.
And, as a forward, you will be judged on
whether you are playing well or not by how
many goals you are scoring.”

If judging the attacking unit of the team is
going to be based on goals, then it has to be
said that they are definitely doing their job
in 2003/4. Whilst there have been games
where the front line has been kept quiet by
the opposition, there is no doubting that
Colchester United’s forwards are one of the
most potent attacking forces in the division.

If you include Rowan Vine, who has spent
most of his appearances on the left wing, in
the attacking sector of the team, four
players have notched 32 goals to date this
season. However, whilst that record is
impressive, McGleish is confident that
there is more to come from the front line -
and the players behind them - in the
second half of the campaign. s

“| think you have to look at the number of
goals we've scored and have to say we've
done OK so far this season. Even with
Rowan playing out on the wing, he is still
very much an attacking player. | think we
have been strong throughout this season.

U'SREVIEW

“We're creating a lot on the deck, but

crossing-wise, | don’t think we’re creating as :

much as we normally do. It is strange
because that is what we were good at
before, but we’ve now brought a little bit
more play into our game and getting a lot
more clear cut chances. That is definitely
helping us keep those goal tallies ticking
over.”
“Elsewhere in the team, Doogie has two,
Thomas has one and Kem’s not scored yet.
. As well as that, no defenders have scored
yet, but I'm confident that will change over
the course of the season. And, whilst the
strikers are scoring as regularly as they are,
it’s not the problem it could be and things
are still going well for us.”

Key
Whilst McGleish is hopeful that those
behind him can start chipping in with goals,
he knows that he too has to play his own
part in the other half of the field. Although
he has been freed of some of his defensive

responsibilities compared to last season, his

aerial ability still makes him a key player in
the U’s own penalty area.

“I still come back for corners and free
kicks and it is something | have to live
with,” he continued. “l am a good marker
and good in the air, so | have my
responsibilities. | am still working hard and
the gaffer has given us very specific jobs to
do - | for one have to make sure | keep the
deepest midfielder under pressure.”

McGleish cites the U’s cup success as a
measure of the progress that the team as a
whole has made this year and knows that it
will require continued potency up front in
2004 if Phil Parkinson’s side are going to be
able to hold onto what they have achieved
in the opening half of this season.

Asked what the forwards are aiming for in

the rest of 2003/4, he said: “We just have to

see how many goals we can get really! It is
really important to carry on what we have
been doing in the first half of the season.
We currently have two players on ten goals
and one not far behind, but we’re still not in
the top goalscorers list. We perhaps haven’t
scored as many goals as other teams, but
that’s the team in general, not just the
forwards.

“That said whilst we’re winning with 1-0s
and 2-1s and we can stay up the top of the
table, we’re going to be a threat to the rest
of the division!”

USREVIEW

SCOTTMCGLEISH

SCOTTMCGLEISH - OUR SPRING HEELED STRIKER
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EVENINGGAZETTE

LUTON

LOOKED WELL

GOAL

OFF-SIDE

U’S 1 LUTON TOWN 1

i fortunate fashion. Former England
From Essex County Newspapers : goalkeeper Ron Baynham had a shot

i from Colchester leader Martyn King

i covered, but it was deflected by a Luton
defender. Baynham was caught

: completely off-balance by the change of
i direction, and the ball bounced into the

i net too far away for him to reach it.

Friday, April 24 1964

A GOAL for Luton that looked blatantly
offside and a lucky deflected one for
Colchester to equalise.

That, in a nutshell, was the story of this

first ever Football League outing between having Keith Rutter and Duncan Forbes

i restored to their old positions at centre-

the first half to have taken a commanding haifand fight-back respectively

these two clubs at Layer Road on
Saturday. Luton had enough chances in

lead and, the U’s had the better of the
exchanges in the second half.

But at the end it was yet another draw?
Colchester’s 1g9th of the season. Luton’s
lead in the 66th minute was dramatic in
its suddenness. One moment Billy Stark
was falling in the Town’s penalty area and
in the next the visitors’ tireless 19-year-
old centre-forward John O’Rourke was
dashing through after a big-boot
clearance.

0’Rourke appeared to be yards offside
when the ball was hit upfield. But he
was allowed to go on and he brought his
goals total to 19 in 20 matches with a

well-placed shot on the run.
In the 74th minute the U’s equalised in

The Colchester defence benefited from

But the team looked better still in the

i second half when an injury to Derek

i Trevis caused Bobby Hill to move to

i inside-forward and John Docherty to fall
i back into the half-line.

Docherty was much happier to be out

of the front forward-line, and Hill really
i came into the game in his former role.

i U’s: Percy Ames, Duncan Forbes, John

i Fowler, Roy McCrohan, Keith Rutter, John
i Docherty, Michael Grice, Bobby Hill,

i Martyn King, Billy Stark, Peter Wright.

i Attendance: 3,913

Arthur Wood

“In the 74th minute the U’s
equalised in fortunate fashion.”

U'SREVIEW.
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Call 01206
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JOHNO’ROURKE - CONTROVERSIAL OPENER
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FIRSTTEAMSPONSORS
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OnSHEsTER

INITED A€

ar PHIL
. / PARKINSON

Home kit is sponsored by:
CusA

Away kit is sponsored by:
LO-KEY SECURITY

o
ONSesTEn

; GERAINT
WILLIAMS

Home kit is sponsored by:
KEN CHITTOCK

Away kit
WWW.CAPELCOURT.COM

SCOTT
MCGLEISH

Home kit is sponsored by:
PACE CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
Away kit is sponsored by:
ALLAN, KYLIE AND ROANNA JONES

oL
UNSRESTER

THOMAS
PINAULT

Home kit is sponsored by:
NICOLA MUSGROVE
Away kit is sponsored by:
DUNCAN STONEHOUSE

WAYNE
ANDREWS

Home kit is sponsored by:

MIKE LUCKETT - STONEHOUSE
Away kit is sponsored by:

BRUCE ANDREWS

Home kit is sponsored by:
ANDREW, KAREN & AIDAN LAY
Away kit is sponsored by:

HOWARD AND MARGIE MORRIS
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e
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H nonso

T.G.J. ENGINEERING

P.B.J. ARTEXING

me kit

64702 473042

GREG

HALFORD

COLCHESTER WINDOW WAREHOUSE

e k

EMILY BEGG
s kit

COLNE CARGO TRANSPORT SERVICES

Home ki

APEX PUBLISHING LIMITED

vay kit

AVAILABLE

Home kit is spnnsqred by:

THE CULFC.COM MESSAGEBOARD
Away kit is sponsored by:

GLENN AND SUE AUSTIN

Home kit is sponsored by:
ALLAN, KYLIE AND ROANNA JONES
Away kit is sponsored by:
PALLADIAN PRESS WWW.PALLADIANPRESS.BIZ

COLeres
UNTEESTER

LIAM
CHILVERS

Home kit is sponsored by:

CAPEL COURT PLC

Away kit is sponsored by:
COLCHESTER WINDOW WAREHOUSE

BOBBY
BOWRY
Home kit is sponsored by:
JUDITH MUSGROVE
Away kit is sponsored by:
MORGAN SIGNS
JOE
KEITH

Home kit is sponsored by:
SWEDISH BRANCH WWW.BARSIDE.COM
Away kit is sponsored by:
COLUONLINE.COM/ THE U'SUAL

is sponsored by:
LO-KEY SECURITY

core,
UnivEsTeR

STOCKLEY

FITZGERALD

!

McKINNEY

Hi 5 5] Vi
CARPET COMFORT
1y

MCKINNEY'S MAFIA

Call Julie Ager
on 01206 715
306
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In the latest of our alphabetical
series on Colchester United we
take a look at the letter M and find
one of the biggest characters in
the U’s history.

Masters, Mike

Became Colchester United’s first American
signing following a trial in November 1991. The
6ft 3in forward became a popular forward in
the U’s successful Conference campaign that
season, scoring some very important goals
including a hat-trick in the last league match of
the season against Barrow and finding the net
in the 3-1 FA Trophy final win over Witton
Albion at Wembley. In total, Masters scored
eight goals from 29 games but when
Colchester returned to the Football League the
following'season the American was denied a
work permit from the Home Office, being
forced to continue his football with non-League
Newbury Town.

McCurley, Kevin
Having signed from Liverpool in 1952, Kevin

¢ McCurley went on to clock-up one of the best
: goal scoring records of his era for the U’s.
McCurley stayed at Layer Road for eight years,
: leaving in 1960 and his tally of 100 League

: and Cup goals from 237 appearances is

¢ equalled by few.

McDonough, Roy
Big Roy is undoubtedly one of the biggest

: characters in Colchester United’s history. The
: larger than life centre forward took over as

: manager during his second spell as player

¢ with the U’s ahead of the second season in
the Conference, one of the club’s most

: exciting seasons in living memory.

: McDonough lead from the front as the Essex
: side went head to head with Wycombe

i Wanderers for the Conference title.

It could not have been a much closer race

¢ and Big Roy’s side had plenty of goals in them
. as the championship race went to the wire.

ROYMCDONOUGH - LEAD FROM THE FRONT

U'SREVIEW

With one game to go both clubs were level on
points and it was McDonough’s side, winning
5-0 against Barrow on the last day of the
season who took the title on goal difference
with the boss coming off the bench to score
the final goal.

The U’s then went to Wembley and won the
FA Trophy against Witton Albion in front of
27,000 supporters. But McDonough also
brought infamy to the U’s, back in the
Football League in 1992/3 the player
manager and chairman, Gordon Parker, were
called in front of a Disciplinary Commission
because of the number of yellow cards being
picked up. Roy was described in the national
tabloids as the ‘dirtiest footballer in the
country,” not just because of his record for
picking up red cards through his career but
also his off-field antics.

Whatever Roy did away from the pitch
though he remains one of the most
celebrated managers in the club’s history.
The first season back in the League saw
Colchester finish just four points adrift of the
play-offs but after finishing 17th in Division
Three the following season, McDonough was
on his way out of Layer Road, leaving those
at the club with some unforgettable times to
look back on.

McGavin, Steve

Silky Steve McGavin is one of the most
successful players to come out of the non-
League to play for Colchester United. The
talented forward signed from Sudbury Town
in 1990 and caused all manner of problems to
defences up and down the country. In January
1994 Barry Fry took McGavin to Birmingham
City for a fee of £150,000 but a masterstroke
from Steve Whitton in the 1999/2000 season
saw Silky return. His second spell at the club
proved to produce some very entertaining
football as he linked up with Karl Duguid and
Lomana Lua Lua to great effect, helping to
preserve the U’s Division Two status with
some intelligent, free-flowing football.

McGleish, Scott

Currently in his second spell with
Colchester United, after helping the U’s to the
Division Three play-offs in the 1995/6
season, Scott McGleish has been the club’s
top scorer for the past two seasons. His
impressive ability in the air helped the well-
travelled striker to a career best of 15 goals
in a season in 2001/2 and he was joint top-
scorer with Joe Keith, scoring nine last
season. Reached 100 career goals in the
game against Bristol City this season and the
Layer Road crowd favourite is now looking to
record a career best this season with ten
goals on the board before Christmas.
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As 2003 draws to a close, the
Ladies team have experienced a
complete turnaround in fortunes in
just twelve short months...

In December last year, the club were
‘enjoying their first season in the South East
Combination League and had managed to
secure a respectable mid table position,

proving their right to be in the higher league.

The next four months saw the team go"
from strength to strength as they put
together a string of fine home wins and
then finished off the 2003 season with a
fantastic 3-1 win at Layer Road against
Gillingham Ladies in April.

New Faces

After the summer break, there were lots
of new faces in the senior camp as a
number of last seasons Centre of
Excellence players looked to make the
transition from girls’ to women’s football.
Youngsters Ami Warnes, Vicky Beales,
Jamie Newstead, Nuala Schwartz and
Christine Harding were all successful in
securing a place in the first team squad,
with a number of additions to the reserve
team also strengthening the club as a
whole - Aimee Drane, Sharon Cheeseman,
Martine Harman and Katie Isborne have all
played regularly for the U’s second string.

Bitter blows
Expectations were high as the new
season loomed, however the first team
were to be dealt a number of bitter blows
even before the first ball was kicked. Four

pastures new just two weeks before the
start of the season, with centre half
Debbie Green and striker Danii Hoy leaving
to join close rivals Stowmarket, England
International defender Darel Poole also left
to join newly promoted Watford, whilst
midfielder Becky Garner joined Barking.

Theses losses so close to the start of the
season effectively stripped out the

experienced backbone of the team, leaving
just five players in the squad of 18 over the :
: for the squad? Well, the last few games

age of 20.

U'SREVIEW
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LAURENRICHARDSON - ONE OF MANY DEPARTURES

As if this wasn’t enough, goalkeeper

i "Louise Murphy was badly injured in

¢ training just two days before the opening
i game and the U’s were forced to play the
i next five games with outfield players,

: Jane Swift and Jamie Newstead as stand

i in keepers.

Fourteen losses
Thus the losing run, which has

i extended to fourteen in a row started,

i and there have been more casualties

i along the way. Captain Lauren

¢ Richardson, left the club in October

¢ following difficulties with the

¢ management and the superb promising
¢ prospect of centre half Nuala Schwartz
i never materialised as she was forced to
¢ play football more locally in Cambridge.
experienced players decided to move onto :
: of Sarah Jones from Crystal Palace, an
almost impossible struggle has emerged
i for the Ladies team. With the club now

: sitting bottom of the league on nil points,
i they have managed just one win in

: eighteen games this season so far and

i have been knocked out of three cup

i competitions.

With just one senior signing in the form

New Year, Better Fortunes?
Will the New Year bring better fortunes

i have shown a distinct improvement on

i the pitch and the losses have always

¢ been s0 narrow, 1-0 to Denham, just 2-0
to league leaders Crystal Palace.....

Despite this, the mood in the Ladies

camp is good and team spirit is intact,
i the squad has bonded in the face of such
i adversity and it is clear to our supporters
that this shows on the pitch with a “Do or
: Die Attitude” right to the final whistle.

Thanks to our Supporters
We would like to thank each and

everyone of you who have come to watch
i us through thick and thin this year. Teams
i do not like to visit the Ladies home
ground at Wivenhoe as we boast the

¢ highest number of fans and loudest
support of any of the teams in the

i league, where the other clubs generally
play in front of just one man and his dog.

We know how lucky we are and we

i hope to see you all again in the New Year.

For now the ladies club would like to wish
you a Merry Christmas and a Happy
2004.

If you would like to find out more about
women’s and girls football simply visit
our website at www.culfc.com or
telephone Ben Bartlett on 01206 572378.

Sparky
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Well, | hope you all got what you wanted for Christmas
this year! | know that Santa was definitely a busy man
this time, because he had asked Eddie to help drop some
presents off in the Colchester area. Did you find any
feathers in your garden? Maybe Eddie has dropped by!

The players will be hoping to give you the perfect
Christmas present this afternoon with a great win
against our visitors Luton Town. Did you know that they
all had to come in for training yesterday? | wonder if
they had to wait until they got back to open their
presents!

Enjoy the game and have a great New Year party - I'll
see you back here for the Barnsley game in a fortnight!

SHCLOSOREE

WHAT A DAY FOR ELMDEN!
Christmas came early for the players of Elmden Rovers U11s B
team who were lucky winners in this years Essex County FA.
Fair Play awards.

The boys from Clacton were recently nominated winners by

the Essex County F.A. and in conjunction with the Community
Sports Trust, the lucky lads attended the recent game against
Oldham Athletic on a special VIP match day package.

Here’s hoping that Santa heard that they were good boys
and brought them something nice this year!

KID'SZONE

Nesey Prebes The Pregramme Preducers!

With school breaking up for the
Christmas holidays, our resident
Kids Reporter Nosey Parker has
been down to Layer Road again

to do another of his interviews.

This time he spoke to the U’s Media
Department boys - Matt Hudson and Colin
Wood. And, by the looks of things, they just
wouldn’t stop talking!

When did you start supporting the U's?
Matt H: The season that we went down to
the Conference, but | think the first season |
really started to attend games regularly was
about 1994/5 and have been coming since
then! We've certainly had some exciting
times compared to many lower division
clubs!

Colin W: For about ten years now and | start
to watch regularly when Steve Wignall was
in charge. .

How long have you worked in the Media
Department for?

Matt H: | joined the club after leaving
Football365.com in March 2001, so this is
my third full season at the club. It’s amazing
the amount of changes that have occurred
during that time - there are hardly any of the
same players left!

Colin W: | have been here for nearly two
years now. Before | worked for Colchester
United, | worked for a local newspaper up in
the Liverpool area and did news reports as
well as writing on the football teams that
play up in that area.

What sort of things do you have to do?
Matt H: Firstly, | make sure that the club’s
website is right up to date with all the latest
news. But there is so much other stuff to do!
| also write the matchday magazine and
make sure that when local and national

press want to do interviews with the
players, we make it as easy as possible for
them to get their job done. Myself and Colin
do a lot of the PR stuff as well as media side
of things.

Colin W: My main responsibility is to get U’s
World produced each day. That means
interviewing the players who are making the
news and then putting it together on our
video software. But | also write the
programme with Matt and organise the
players’ visits to schools, hospitals, fairs
and so on.

Is it hard trying to find ways to improve
the programme and the website?

Matt H: This is my third season doing the
programme and the website and | think it
has got better each time. The secret is to
listen to what the supporters have to say
about it, because after all you are the ones
reading and buying it! The problem is, we're
only half way through this season and we
are already wondering how to make it better
for next year!

Colin W: What we tend to do is look at what
other clubs are doing and see how we can
use or adapt those ideas ourselves. By
picking up the best ideas and also listening
to supporter suggestions, we think we get
the best combination possible.

What's your job on match days?

Matt H: | look after the press box - making
sure that local reporters and the reporters
for the visiting club have everything they
need to do their job. | also type up the
match report for the website as the game
goes along, so it is on the site just after the
final whistle!

Colin W: On a matchday, | do a lot of filming
for U’s World. | film shots of the crowd,
pieces of action during the game and then
film the post match interviews with Parky

and the players who have had the biggest
impact. That is then used for Monday’s
bulletin.

How many products such as season videos
do you try and produce?

Matt H: This year’s season review video was
the first that we had produced ourselves
and it’s gone down really well. We also have
done the calendar this year and, now that
we have done one of each, we know how to
do them and it will be a quicker thing in
future!

Colin W: It was quite a long process putting
together the season review video, but now
we know it has sold well, we will try and do
more in the future. Watch this space!

How do you think the U’s will do this
season?

Matt H: | think we can stay where we are
and get a play-off place. Mind you, | still
think our silverware will be in the LDV Vans
Trophy this year!

Colin W: 1 think we’ve got a real chance of
the play-offs this season and it’ great thaat
the club is enjoying a long awaited Cup run.

PAGEFIFTYSIX
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GOTAPHOTO, ADRAWING OR ALETTER?

The Christmas holidays are here and there’s no doubt you are up to some exciting things. Why not send in some
pictures of you in your new Colchester United kit or put a drawing in the post. If you would like to see your art
work on these glossy pages make sure to send in some festive pictures to Eddie and Claire!

For all the latest on the U’s, as well as the Best in music and fashion tips tune into Dream100.2FM

U'SREVIEW

CLAIRE x
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COMMUNITYSPORTSTRUST

Main Office:
01206 572378

| COLCHESTER
UNITED

bmmunity Soccer Centre:
01206 715310

ifo@cucst.org.uk

COMMUNITYCLUBAWARD

THE YEAR 2003 HAS BEEN ONE A
VERY EXCITING TIME TO BE
INVOLVED WITH THE COMMUNITY
SPORTS TRUST, WE COLLECTED SO
MANY AWARDS ALONG THE WAY
WE THOUGHT WE WOULD TAKE A
LOOK BACK AT THE LAST 12
EVENTFUL MONTHS...

January 2003

A Community Club Award

We were the first organisation linked to a
professional club to receive the prestigious
Community Club Award.

The FA Community Club project, in
partnership with McDonalds, is aimed at
developing the structure and quality of clubs
and is designed to recognise clubs, which
provide coaching and opportunities to all
areas of their local community. It also builds
on the foundations of The FA Charter
Standard Clubs Scheme.

February 2003

Bonnie Is Big Personality

Young female football star Bonnie Horwood,
aged just 15, received her award for the
“Young Female Sports Personality of the
Year”. The awards ceremony held at Moot
Hall in Colchester, in February and saw her
voted winner by the “Colchester and District
Sports Council” from a selection of the best
sports stars in the district.

. March 2003

International call up for CUCST's Steve

i Steve Bartlett was appointed England’s

: assistant coach and completed his first

i weekend coaching at the England Cerebral

Palsy Football training camp held at
Lilleshall.

Steve is thrilled to have been
recommended for this prestigious post by

the England Cerebral Palsy Technical Adviser

Paul Harrison, and thoroughly enjoyed his

first weekend’s training camp.

i High Sheriff Award
i We were awarded the High Sheriff Award for
¢ our work in the community.

i April 2003

i Leanne Shoots for her Country
i Young U’s player Leanne Cullivan, at just 10
¢ years old, was selected to represent her

country at the International U11s mini
Basketball tournament held in Madeira,
Portugal.

May 2003
Bartlett Picks Up County Accolade
Steve Bartlett was honoured for his
commitment to disability football at the
Essex County Council’s Sports Coach of the
Year Awards on April 11th.

Steve, who manages Colchester United Pan
Disability and became coach of the England
Cerebral Palsy team earlier in the year, was

OFFICIAL SPONSORS
Network Rail =
NetworkRail - Fyrst (7]

Great Eastern

the winner of the Coaching Disabled Sports
People category and received his award at the
Essex Records Office from Great Britain Jujitsu
team member Carrie Bywater.

August 2003
We were awarded the FA Charter Standard for
our Holiday Course programmes

September 2003

Basketball Coach Mark Lloyd was appointed
manager for the Great Britain Wheelchair
Basketball squad. The Great Britain
Wheelchair Basketball Association appointed
36 year old Mark as manager of the Men’s
team for the next year’s Paralympics in
Athens.

October 2003

Bradshaw Wins Special Social Entrepreneur
of the Year award

Steve Bradshaw, Chief Executive of Colchester
United Community Sports Trust, was awarded
Ernst & Young’s, National ‘Special’ Social

b s

LEANNECULLIVAN - BASKETBALL HONOUR

e piigh Sharif®
ﬁ“;wm’—‘

LOCALRECOGNITION - THE HIGH SHERIFF'S AWARD

Entrepreneur Of The Year. The National
judging panel wished to recognise Steve’s
leadership of the Colchester United
Community Sports Trust as a blueprint, which
they would recommend for replication across
the country. They also acknowledged the
impact that the Trust has had on so many
peoples lives, using sport as a tool for good,
increasing educational opportunities, health
awareness and assisting the personal
development of young people.

¢ November 2003

i The girls football programme sponsored by
Coca Cola and Sportsmatch came runners up
in the Women and Girls Category at the
annual Sportsmatch awards.

Organised by Ben Bartlett, head of football
development at the trust, the sponsorship
created girls under 10 and under 11 teams in
the Essex Girls Football League and provided
coaching and equipment. The £2,000
sponsorship was matched by Sportsmatch -
which is funded by the Department for
Culture, Media and Sport through Sport
England.

i Success down to hard work

It seems there was hardly a month where we
did not receive recognition in some form for
our very many different sporting programmes
and is a fitting testimony to the hard work
and dedication of all staff at the Trust.

We would like to thank all of you who took
part in our courses, clubs and events over the
last year and wish you all a sporting and
healthy 2004.

To find out more information about us and
our sporting activities contact us at the
Community Soccer Centre on 01206 572378
or visit our fantastic website at...

www.cucst.org.u

STEVEBRADSHAW- ENTREPRENEUR AWARD www'CUCSt'Org'u k
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Real Stone Paving iIncluding Welsh Slate

* Quality Slabs Feature Circles, Squares and Octagon
Clay & Concrete Pavers
Decorative Chippings, Stones & Boulders

Fencing Feature panels, trellising, decorative screening

Decking Including a full range of accessories & fixings

01206 2160C

Layer Road * Colchestel

look what’s new _
at five

y
New air-conditioned gym
Aerobics studio with
specially designed programme
Refurbished pool, sauna
and steam room
All-weather outdoor tennis courts Ss

jUS...
Two 18-hole golf courses
Health and Beauty Spa
Squash and Badminton
Créche

Colchester Road, Tolleshunt Knights, Maldon, Essex CM9 8HX E-mail:enquiries@fivelakes.co.uk www.fivelakes.co.uk

Happy Boxing Day U’s fans and may
| wish you a seasonal welcome back

friends from Luton Town.

No more festive cheer for them, | hope, after
last season’s o-5 drubbing, but as always |
expect it to be a close battle of wits between
the two sides.

Well, did Santa Claus bring you all that you
desire this Christmas? How many of you were
unwrapping the new CUFC 2004 calendar
yesterday morning? | know that | was, along
with yet another Colchester United mug for the
collection. You certainly know what you’re
going to get if you come round to mind for a
cup of tea!

Just to take a quick look back to the Oldham
match and | think that a round of applause is in
order for Simon Brown, don’t you? He was
awesome between the sticks. Well done also to
skipper Karl Duguid for injecting some much
needed impetus to the U’s display directly after
half time.

| have to confess that | was half expecting
the tiring Rowan Vine to be replaced just before

football, can you?! Thankfully, his thunderbolt
shifted our beloved U’s into fifth place that
evening.

teamer Ernie Cooksey putting on a good show
for Oldham, even if he was intent on getting

: into trouble with the ref on many occasions.
¢ Scott McGleish’s battered head still bears the

to Layer Road as we take on our old | /¢

Allin all, 2003 has been a tremendous year

* for the U’s. Phil Parkinson must take the lion’s
: share of the credit, but it's a team effort at

. this club, from the Chairman Peter Heard

: down to the scratchcard sellers. That’s what a
: lot of us love about the club, don’t you think?

There’s plenty to look forward to as the year

© turns over. Who would have believed that

¢ Accrington Stanley would be our hosts in the
: FA Cup Third Round? If ever there was a fixture :
¢ to capture the imagination, then surely thisis
: the one.

Cracker
It is going to be a cracker of a fixture, and |

 truly hope that many of you will choose to

: travel there with the CUSA. | would love to fill
¢ at least a good couple of coaches that day, :
and if you would like to save on air/train fares :
: of £50+, then why not give us a try? You do of
¢ course need to be a member to travel, but this :
¢ will cost you only £3-£7 - makes sense,
¢ doesn't it!

he notched the winner, but you can never tellin :

A friend of mine has recommended their

: website for lots of useful information -

¢ www.accringtonstanley.co.uk - why not have a
: look?

It was also a pleasure to see former U’s youth :

With four away fixtures between now and

the end of January, not only is it going to
: stretch those pennies, but it is also going to

SIMONBROWN - EXCELLENT AGAINST OLDHAM

U'SREVIEW

Travel Details

SUNDAY 28 DECEMBER

QPR

COACH LEAVES LAYER ROAD AT 11.00 AM
Adult members £10

Concession members £8

SATURDAY 3 JANUARY
ACCRINGTON STANLEY
FA CUP THIRD ROUND
COACH LEAVES LAYER ROAD AT 7.30 AM
Adult members £18

Concession members £16

SATURDAY 17 JANUARY
SWINDON TOWN

COACH LEAVES LAYER ROAD AT 9.30 AM
Adult members £15

Concession members £13

TUESDAY 20 JANUARY
NORTHAMPTON TOWN
LDV VANS TROPHY

COACH LEAVES LAYER ROAD AT 3.45 PM
Adult members £10

Concession members £9

mean a lot of work for us so to help, please

¢ book as early as possible. We still have some
seats on the coaches for QPR, but after today
: we cannot order anymore so once they’re

: gone, they’re gone - sorry!

Please call 07712 489305 or 07752 531600

(7pm to 10pm only) for coach bookings.

Party
To finish, | would like to truly thank everyone

. who came along to our CUSA Christmas party
: on December 13th. Thanks also for the kind

© feedback that we've received. It was a great

. evening and | hope that all enjoyed it as much
i as | did. After two or more hours on the

: dancefloor both myself and my dancing

: partner Judith Ost were spent forces. Oh, the
i aches and pains on Sunday morning!

Parky, Geraint, Brian and Stuart also came

: along for a mingle amongst a very appreciative
. fans. Dear Phil tried not to pull his own ticket

: out of the raffle, but | guess that he didn’t try

: hard enough! Well done and thanks very

: much, Phil.

Happy Christmas everyone, and in particular

to our 500 CUSA members. Have a safe but
enjoyable New Years Eve and I'll see you all in
i 2004.

Jon Burns

PAGESIXTYONE




KEY: Bl oenOTES STARTED GAME
DENOTES SUBSTITUTE
[ DENOTES STARTING GOALKEEPER
[] pENOTES SUBSTITUTE GOALKEEPER
B oenoTES SUBSTITUTION B reo carp
Bl oenotes Goals scorep  [Elll YELLOw cARD

SIMONBROWN
ANDYMYERS
JOSEPHKEITH
GAVINJOHNSON
SCOTTFITZGERALD
THOMASPINAULT
KARLDUGUID
WAYNEANDREWS
SCOTTMCGLEISH
KEMIZZET
JAMIECADE
CRAIGFAGAN
DEANGERKEN
ROWANVINE
BOBBYBOWRY
LIAMCHILVERS
ALANWHITE
JERMAINEBROWN
GREGHALFORD
JOHNWHITE
PATBALDWIN
SAMSTOCKLEY
RICHARDMCKINNEY

august

Sat Aug 9 Barnsley A B 01 8450
IONWIDE DIVISION TW Tue Aug 12  Plymouth Argyle (CC1] H B 21 2367

FriAug 15  Swindon Town H W 01 3339

Sat Aug 23 Port Vale A 34 5133

Tue Aug 26  Bristol City H ‘B 21 3079

Sat Aug 30  Tranmere Rovers A B 1-1 6,745

september —

Sat Sep6  Queens Park Rangers H W 22 3835

Sat Sep 13  Brighton and Hove Albion H B 10 41869

Tue Sep 16 Wycombe Wanderers A 2-1 4401

Sat Sep 20  Peterborough United A 2-1 4,690

Tue Sep 23  Rotherham United (CC2) A B 01 2474

Sat Sep 27 AF.C. Bournemouth H B 10 3602

Tue Sep 30 Brentford H W 11 3343

october :

Sat Oct 4 Notts. County A 03 4187

Sat Oct 11 Blackpool H m 11 3265

Tue Oct 14 Cheltenham Town (LDV1) A 3-1 1,342

Sat Oct 18 Grimsby Town A 02 5021

Tue Oct 21 Stockport County A 31 3,683

Sat Oct 25 Chesterfield H W 10 3115

Fri Oct 31 Wrexham A W 10 4269

november

Tue Nov 4 Yeovil Town (LDV2) A B'22 3052

Sat Nov8  Oxford United (FAC1] H B 10 3672

Sat Nov 15 Sheffield Wednesday H B 31 5018

Sat Nov 22  Rushden and Diamonds A 04 4149

Sat Nov 29 Plymouth Argyle H W 02 4132

december

SatDec 6  Aldershot Town (FAC2) H B 10 4,255

Tue Dec 9 Wycombe Wanderers (LDV3) A 32 1873

Sat Dec 13 Oldham Athletic H m 21 2897

Sat Dec 20  Hartlepool United A 00 4135

FriDec 26 Luton Town H

Sun Dec 28 Queens Park Rangers A

january

Sat Jan 3 Accrington Stanley(FAC3) A

Sat Jan 10  Barnsley H

Sat Jan 17 Swindon Town A

Tue Jan 20  Northampton Tn (LDVASF) A

SatJan 24 Port Vale H

Tue Jan 27  Bristol City A

Sat Jan 31 Tranmere Rovers H

february

SatFeb7  Luton Town A

Sat Feb 14 Blackpool A

Fri Feb 20  Grimsby Town H

Sat Feb 28  Chesterfield A

march '

Tue Mar 2  Stockport County H

Sat Mar 6  Hartlepool United H

Sat Mar 13 Oldham Athletic A

Tue Mar 16 Wycombe Wanderers H

Sat Mar 20  Brighton and Hove Albion A -

Sat Mar 27 Peterborough United H

april - - oe—wmgn el . e |\ | 1 ] ]

SatApr3  AFC.Bournemouth A -

Sat Apr 10 Notts. County H

Mon Apr 12  Brentford A

Sat Apr 17 Wrexham H B

Sat Apr 2 Sheffield Wednesday A

may :

SatMay 1  Rushden and Diamonds H o “Won 4.2 on penaliies

Sat May 8  Plymouth Argyle A ‘.——x_—,_‘
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ONTHE

GROUND INFORMATION
GROUND NAME: Loftus Road Stadium
CAPACITY: 19,148 (all seated)

Appress: South Africa Road, London, W12 7PA

MAIN TELEPHONE NO: 020-8743-0262

WHAT IS THE GROUND LIKE?

The ground has a compact feel, as it is totally
enclosed, with supporters being close to the
pitch. An unusual aspect of this ground is that
all four stands are roughly the same height;
their roofs meet at all four corners with no

gaps. The South Africa Road Stand on one side
of the ground has a larger upper tier compared

to the lower tier, with a row of executive boxes
running across the middle. There are a couple
of supporting pillars in this stand.

The other side, the George Wimpey Stand,
is single tiered, with a television gantry
suspended below its roof. Both ends are
similar looking two-tiered stands. There is a

r's factfile:

LAST FIVE RESuLTs: WDWWL

LAST FIVE AT HOME: WWWWW

ToP sCORER: Kevin Gallen - eight goals
LEAGUE POSITION: 2nd

RECENT NEWS: Like Colchester United,
Queens Park Rangers are another side in
Division Two who have made the most of a
fully fit squad in recent weeks. lan
Holloway was recently voted football
manager of the year by BBC London, ahead
of the likes of Arsene Wenger and Claudio
Ranieri and that says a lot about what is
happening in Shepherds Bush at the
moment.

After reaching the play-off final last
season, Holloway's men have been at the
top of Division Two for much of this

season, with Plymouth their main
challengers. Rangers started the season
wing their intent with a 5-0 home
ver Blackpool and a month later
visited Layer Road in what was one of
the most entertaining matches f

the U’s this season, Paul Furlong scoring
twice in a 2-2 draw.

The R’s are determined to go one better
than they did last year and look like strong
contenders for automatic promotion this
time. Holloway has also made it clear that
he wants to return to Cardiff in 2004 to lift
the LDV Vans Trophy, an area semi-final
against Southend a s in the New Year.
And, with the Hoops having won their last
six home games ftus Road, Colchester
United will have their work cut-out to get a
result from Saturday

PAGESIXTYFOUR

LOFTUSROAD

: small electric scoreboard at the away end of
: the ground, dividing the two tiers. The

i ground oozes character and there is no

: similar ground in the league. However,

¢ Loftus Road is starting to look tired, having
¢ had little recent investment.

{ WHERE WILL THE U’'S FANS BE SITTING?
i Away fans are situated in the two-tiered

¢ School End, where just over 3,000 fans can
be accommodated. Normally only the lower
: tier is open (where 1,279 fans can sit), but if
¢ demand requires it, the upper tier (capacity
1,749) is also opened.

The stadium sometimes lacks a little in

i atmosphere and the legroom between rows
¢ of seats is often a little tight. There is

: normally quite a large police and steward
presence at the ground. You should expect
i to be searched before you enter the away

¢ end. Food served within the ground is quite
good and the service is prompt.

i FANCY A PRE-MATCH PINT?

¢ The Springbok right by the ground (near the

i ticket office) is recommended. Come out of
White City Underground Station, go down the
¢ road right in front of the station; the
Springbok is down on the left. The Green in

: Shepherds Bush is also a popular choice and
¢ can be found by exiting Shepherds Bush
Underground Station, from the Hammersmith
: & City line, turning left out of the station. The
Green is a short way down the road on the

. left. Otherwise there are plenty of pubs to
choose from in Shepherds Bush. Alcohol is
¢ not available in the away end.

{ HOW TO GET THERE BY CAR:

At the end of the M40, take the A4o towards
¢ Central London. At the point where the A4o
becomes the A4o(M), turn off onto the A4o

¢ towards White City/Shepherds Bush and

: turn right into Wood Lane, turn right into

i South Africa Road for the ground.

Parking is available at a cost of £6 in the
BBC car park, in Wood Lane on match days,

: otherwise street parking.

HOW TO GET THERE BY TRAIN:

There are two Shepherds Bush tube
stations, one on the Central Line and the
other on the Hammersmith & City line. The
latter is nearer to the ground, which is about
a ten-minute walk. Leaving the tube station
turn right and the ground will come into view
further down on the right. White City tube
station on Wood Lane (opposite the BBC
Television Centre) is nearer the ground and
less people seem to use it on match day but
the nearest train station to the ground is
Kensington Olympia, which can be

accessed via Watford or Clapham Junction.

TICKET INFORMATION:
Admission prices:
£20 adults

: f£10 concessions

U SREVIEW.

THEINTERLINKEXPRESSSTADIUM

GROUND INFORMATION

srouND NaME: The Interlink Express Stadium
CAPACITY: 5,057

aporess: Livingstone Road, Accrington,
Lancashire, BB5 5BX

MAIN TELEPHONE NO: 01254 356 950

WHAT IS THE GROUND LIKE?

The ground holds a total of 5,057 spectators
with covering along each side of the length of
the pitch. There is covered seating for 1,200
spectators and ample parking behind both
goals at the ground with free parking. There is
also on-street parking around the ground but
the club try to discourage this as the residents
complain to the police if their drives are
blocked. If segregation is in place then away
fans have the large car park situated at the
entrance to the ground.

FANCY A PRE-MATCH PINT?

The Accrington Stanley Social Club is open
before, during, and after the match but is not
accessible to away fans if the match is
segregated. Accrington is full of good pubs,
most to be found in and around the town
centre. The Stanley pub on Stanley Street

~ caters for away fans with sandwiches and

snacks laid on for match days. The Crown Inn
on Whalley Road virtually overlooks the ground

and offers a warm welcome to all supporters for

banter, swapping stories and a good chat
before and after the game, in the pool room a
collection of memorabilia has been started to
celebrate Accrington Stanley’s promotion to the

U'SREVIEW

: Conference and the travelling Accrington fans
always try to bring back something for the wall :
: 50 any scarves badges etc from your club are  :
: welcome for the display. The three pubs

¢ closest to the ground are The Gray Mare, (5

¢ minutes walk away), The Oaklea (5 minutes
walk) and The Crown (2 minutes walk).

: HOW TO GET THERE BY CAR

: From the M62 you take the M66 north of

: Manchester. At the end of the M66, follow the
As6 until you come to the Rising Bridge

: roundabout. Take the first turning, the A68o

: towards Accrington for around 3 miles. After

: passing the police and fire stations on the left
: follow the ring road dual carriageway around
the town centre, through the pelican crossing  :
: and three sets of traffic lights. At the fourth set :
: of lights, opposite the Castle pub, turn right to :
i rejoin the A68o. Follow this road up the hill for
: approximately one mile, Livingstone Road is
approximately 400 yards past Accrington

: Victoria Hospital on the right.

i TICKET INFORMATION i
i Colchester United have been allocated just 350
: tickets for the game at the Interlink Express £
Stadium. Tickets will be priced as follows:-
¢ £15 Adults

: £7 OAPs and Concessions

£5 U12s

i After discussions with various parties on
: Monday morning, the following division of
: tickets has been confirmed:-

: @ 5o tickets to the Colchester United

: Supporters Association This allocation will be
dealt with by the CUSA, please contact Jon

¢ Burns for further details.

® 200 tickets to Colchester United season

: ticket holders (including Vice Presidents).

. These are being sold via telephone or in

¢ person. You will only be able to purchase ONE
. ticket per season ticket book. If buying in

: person, please bring your season ticket book
¢ with you and, if buying by telephone, please

. bring your season ticket book upon collection
. of your ticket.

: @ 100 tickets to Priority Ticket holders. These
will be sold in person ONLY. Again, you will

: only be able to purchase ONE ticket per

. Priority Ticket. Please ensure you have this

¢ with you when you come to buy your

¢ Accrington ticket.

® The Ticket Office is open until 6pm tonight
. for sales and you will also be able to buy
tickets next Tuesday (December 30th). Any
¢ remaining tickets will go on general sale on
¢ Friday, January 2nd. For more details, see the
¢ official website!

stanley factfile:

After beating promotion chasing Division
Three side Oxford United and Conference
high flyers, Aldershot Town at Layer Road in
the first two rounds of this season’s FA Cup
the U’s will travel to Accrington Stanley on
Saturday, January 3, hoping to progress to
the Fourth Round of the famous
competition.

The fixture will provide another tough trip
for Phil Parkinson’s men with current
Unibond Premier League Champions,
Stanley having claimed two League scalps
already this season. Huddersfield Town
were eliminated by a 1-0 score line at the
Lancashire club’s home ground, The
Interlink Express Stadium, in Round One.

After securing a 1-1 draw in Round Two at
the Fitness First Stadium, AFC Bournemouth
could not unlock the Stanley defence in the
replay. The Cherries were held 0-0 and the
home side went through 5-3 on penalties.
Parky will want to make sure his team are
not the third victims of a giant killing spree
from a team who went our of business in
1962 and have had a long climb up the non-
League ladder to gain Conference status in
the past 12 months.

It is another very long journey for the blue
and white army and there is a distinct
chance that it will not be particularly warm
S0 wrap up.
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NEXTUP

PETERRIDSDALE - TYKES CHAIRMAN

Whilst the progress made by

Colchester United in the last twelve

months has raised eyebrows within
football, it is perhaps Barnsley who
are the surprise package of
Division Two in 2003/4.

Little could those U’s fans who made the
trip to Oakwell to see their side lose 1-0 on
the opening day of the season have
expected that the return visit by the Tykes to
Layer Road in January would be a battle of
two play-off chasing sides.

Having done an excellent job at Stoke City,
Barnsley manager Gudjon Thordarson is
another of a string of managers in Division
Two to have performed miracles in very
trying circumstances.

Administration

Limited by the financial constraints of
being in administration, Thordarson has
kept the Tykes in the top six for all bar four
weeks of the season to date and the Oakwell
side head into the New Year knowing that,
like the U’s, they have a great chance of
being involved in the play-offs when May
arrives.

And the Yorkshire side’s chances can only
have been bolstered by the news that the
club has been permitted to come out of
administration by the Football League. After
a couple of false starts, Barnsley are free

PAGESIXTYSIX

: from their financial shackles and have also
had their transfer embargo lifted.

Chairman Peter Ridsdale told the club’s

¢ website: “l am delighted that we can put
the uncertainity of the last 12 months

: behind us and look forward with )

¢ confidence to the future. | would like to
thank all Barnsley supporters and our

: members of staff who have so loyally stood
by the club during the recent times of

¢ uncertainity.”

And manager Gudjon Thordarson was

equally relieved that he could finally dig
into the transfer market and add the

: players he believes will help the club

¢ sustain their promotion push. :
i OnThursday 11th December he said: “Itis :
¢ a big relief and a boost for everyone. :
¢ Obviously we have to run this club on a
i tight budget but it is nice to be out of :
. administration. We can start to operate as a :
¢ regular football club and do a bit of :
¢ wheeling and dealing to strengthen the

i squad for the second half of the season. It
¢ is not healthy for anyone to be in the

: position we have been in.

Frustrating
“I think | have dealt with it well but there

have been frustrating times. | do not think
: we will be in a position to bring anyone in
before the Sheffield Wednesday game.

“Hopefully we can bring in some signings

: next week. We still have some problems :
with injuries but we have to make sure they :
© are the right players. There is no point just
bringing in anyone. | have to give the

. players here at the moment credit because
: they have worked so hard to get us into this

: position. :

“I am not going to throw them away

: without giving them the opportunity to

: keep delivering. If they can do that then
they will keep their place in the team. If not
: then | now have the chance to bring

i someone else in”.

Tykes supporters will have been glad that

¢ they remained loyal during the difficult

. times, with the club also still hopeful of

: making an impact in the FA Cup. An
impressive replay victory over Bristol City in
: the Second Round has given them a home

: tie against Scunthorpe United on January

¢ 3rd.

The match against the Third Division side

j - who saw off Sheffield Wednesday in a
: dramatic penalty shoot-out after their
: replay on Wednesday night - gives the
: Tykes a real opportunity to progress to

¢ Round Four and boost the club’s coffers
¢ even more as they look to build on their
¢ first half of the season success.

Yet it has not been a trouble free story for

i Barnsley in recent weeks. One of

: Thordarson’s summer additions and a

i mainstay of the Tykes’ defence so far this

: season, Tony Gallimore, will miss the trip to
Layer Road in January, after picking up a

¢ knee injury that will rule him out for up to

i six weeks.

STOP PRESS

Tickets for this game are on sale now. To
book your place, call the Colchester United
Ticket Office on 0845 330 2975 or drop them
an e-mail at ticketing@colchesterunited.net

CAN'T MAKE THE GAME?

If you’re unable to make the game - or
perhaps you're saving for Swindon Town a
week later - then why not sign up to our
official SMS service? Text CLUB COLC to
88442 now and we’ll keep you bang up to
date with all the news from the match.

FANCY THE U’'S FOR PROMOTION?
Think the U’s have what it takes to get into
Division One this season? After our recent
good form, Colchester United are rated at
5/1 for promotion! Check out
www.layerbet.co.uk for more!

GUDJONTHORDARSON - MIRACLE WORKER

U'SREVIEW,

SEASON AT
LAYER ROAD
1S NOW ON -
SALE IN THE
U’S CLUB
SHOP.

 CHARTING
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ONTHEPITCH...

COLCHESTER
C

COLCHESTERUNITED
Manager: Phil Parkinson { Manager: Mike Newell
Colours: Blue & White Colours: Orange & Blue
Pld
Andy MYERS €] Matthew SPRING
4.  Gavin JOHNSON & Adrian FORBES
5. Scott FITZGERALD 3
6. Thomas PINAULT ®/. Steve ROBINSON
7. KarlDUGUID.......... o
8.  Wayne ANDREWS ...... & Enoch SHOWUNMI
9. Scott McGLEISH cf
10.  Kem IZZET & Ahmet BRKOVIC
1. Jamie CADE o
12.  Craig FAGAN & o . Paul HUGHES
13. Dean GERKEN L)
16. Rowan VINE & lan HILLIER
| 17. Bobby BOWRY L ol |
18.  Liam CHILVERS & Peter HOLMES
19.  Alan WHITE....... & :
20. Jermaine BROWN (@ J— Curtis DAVIES
21, John WHITE O
22. Greg HALFORD & — Dean BRILL
24. Pat BALDWIN o ‘ ean :
25. Sam STOCKLEY . s ] & David DEENEY
31.  Richard McKINNEY ©)
92. BOb HAMILTON ... (@ J—

NEXT HERE
BARNSLEY

Nationwide League Division Two

3.00pm, Saturday January 1oth e ‘!\JATF"CR'S::“;(LUWW”
Ticket Office number: 0845 330 2975 bl N e ;

: : : Assistants: Mr N. Kinseley (Essex) & Mr F. ham (Essex)
email: ticketing@colchesterunited.net Fourth Official: Mr G. Ives (Essex)

Evening Gazette

U’SREVIEW
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