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Function Suite

Reception
or Bar only

Conference
or Dinner

Eric Morecambe Suite

100

80

Century Club
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80

Kenilworth Suite

100

50

Joe Payne Lounge

100

45

Millennium Suite
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35

Qe Boardroom
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30
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For more information call the
Commercial Department on

01582 411622 or
email: commercial@lutontown.co.uk

www.lutontown.co.ul

Log on to Luton Town's official website at 3
www.lutontown.co.uk
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Last Season

The Nationwide Football
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The Mana

HELLO again for tonight’s clash with the sea-
son’s early leaders, Port Vale. Welcome to
Brian Horton and his players, staff, directors
and supporters.

He is an experienced manager, and has
proved that the problems of administration
can be overcome with hard work and com-
mon sense.

The last two away games have been frus-
trating, to say the least. We felt we could and
should have taken maximum points from
both Notts County and Plymouth, and it’s lit-
tle consolation that we felt we performed
well at Home Park.

Those of you who travelled on Saturday will
I am sure agree that there is no feeling
worse than coming home after losing in the
last minute.

We do feel, however, that we have only let
ourselves down in one game, at Brighton,
and considering the circumstances, and
how low we are on numbers and strength in

depth, we are

generally

pleased with

the applica-

tion of the

lads.

We had just 16

fit and eligible &

players for the trip to Plymouth. How long
the transfer embargo will stay in place we
don’t know, and the same goes for adminis-
tration. But we will not use either as an
excuse. We must roll up our sleeves and dig
in.

Night games always have a special atmos-
phere, especially at Kenilworth Road, and
this evening we aim to close the gap and
stay on the tails of the early season pace-set-
ters.

Enjoy the game, and get behind the lads.

MARKSMEN AT THE DOUBLE: Gary Mc¢Sheffrey, who put the Town ahead at Plymouth in
competition for the ball with David Friio, who got the home side’s last-minute winner.
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MOBILE! MOBILE! WHATS THE SCORE=

Every league & cup goal ¢ Exclusive club breaking news e Full time divisional round ups

ot GLUB LUTON» 88442

or, if you only want away game resuls, tet CLUB LUTON AWAY » 88442

allabie 1o UK Vodafone, Orange. T Mobile & 02 mobile customers. The cost of each SMS text message sent shall be a maximum of 25p and wil be

This service is ¢

charged direct to your mobile phone bill or deducted from your mobile phone’s pre-pay balance. The cost of texting 88442 for your club’s official SMS service will be charged
your normal text rate. All charges are inclusive of VAT. Full terms & conditions can be found on the mobile zone at your club's official website. www.lutontown.co.uk
The Siemens S55 handset featured has been manipulated for the purpose for this advertisement, please note that an alternative design is available for purchase in the UK.

The Town

Ca

JUST like you, | shall be shouting for the lads
tonight, hoping to see some good football and a
Luton Town victory. It goes without saying that |
would rather be playing than watching, especially
at a time when the squad is so thin on the ground.
My knee operation seems to have gone well, but |
am still on crutches, and desperate to get back to
work as soon as possible. The only target | have set
myself is to try to beat the forecast that | will be
unable to play for between eight and 12 weeks.
The frustration any injured player feels is worse
than usual for me because of the club’s situation.
When you go onto the pitch you concentrate on the
game to the exclusion of all else, but to be
employed by a club in administration is not a
pleasant feeling. You put it to the back of your mind
when you are training and playing, but we all have
families, mortgages and other bills, so players have
to consider some very serious matters as they won-
der what the future holds.

| am one of those who has pledged full support for
the club, because | love it here, and in view of the
background | think the lads have been superb in
sticking together. But we need to get out of
administration as quickly as possible. We
need the club’s future to be assured, so
that we can concentrate completely
on playing well, for the gaffer, for
the fans and for ourselves.

| hope that our injury list is
beginning to clear up. Russ
Perrett and Steve Robinson
haven’t been able to kick a
ball for us so far this season,
and now Alan Neilson and
David Bayliss are injured

as well. Add Steve Howard
suspended, and me on
crutches, and perhaps we
are doing pretty well in the
league despite the disappointing
result at Plymouth.

That was galling, because
we knew what to expect,
and the general view in
the dressing room is that
we should have got a
point at the very least.
But when Plymouth
equalised on 82 minutes,
we knew we could expect

q
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tain's View

a bombardment,
and it was a
shame we could
not hold out for

the draw.
Because of my
injury | was

unable to go to
the game, but
kept in touch via .
mobile phone, so | felt for the lads as the points
were snatched away.
It's no disgrace to lose an away game by the odd
goal in three, and the general consensus in the
camp was that our team performance was pretty
good until the last few minutes. There is a profes-
sional pride in playing well, but for me the result is
everything - | want three points from every game,
and would rather play badly and win than play bril-
liantly and lose. £
| thought we saw both sides of Luton
Town in the last home game, when
we pulverised Hartlepool for the
first half hour or so, and then
found ourselves holding on
for a 3-2 win. It was impossi-
ble to work out how things
changed so much in the sec-
ond half. If we had kept our
first-half game going we
would have scored six or
seven. But we got the points,
and this evening we have a
chance to prove that we can
forget off the field worries
and see how we compare with
the team that is currently the
best in this division.
Port Vale are having a great sea-
son so far, and | am pleased for
them. When we played there last
season their fans were out in the
streets with buckets, pleading for
money to save the club and their play-
ers were experiencing the same prob-
lems that we have now. Port Vale got
through it, and so can we. And in the mean-
™. time we can, hopefully, get back to
winning ways tonight. ’

Kevin Alicholls

Log on to Luton Town’s official website at
www.lutontown.co.uk
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Kenilworth Suite Members

EVACUATION PROCEDURE

IN THE event of any emergency in the
stadium, Luton Town FC and the
emergency services have agreed on an
evacuation procedure which is designed
to ensure the safe and controlled
evacuation of the crowd, and to ensure
their safe dispersal from the area, to
allow the emergency services to carry out
their tasks.

In the event of evacuation from all or part
of the stadium, you will receive
instructions over the public address
system on how you should leave. In an
evacuation of the main stand you will be
instructed to use the pitch. Stewards will
direct you to the nearest exit. It may be
that your normal exit route will not be
available. On leaving the stadium, you will
find some roads closed to pedestrians, to
enable swift and unobstructed access for
the emergency services. Please leave the
area of the ground as quickly as possible,
by the route directed. Your co-operation
will be most appreciated.

Geoff Lovell,Safety Manager.
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Interested in becoming a Kenilworth Suite Member
contact the Commercial Department on 01582 411622

From The
Chief Executive

GOOD evening and welcome back to
Kenilworth Road. It seems a long time since we
were here. | don’t know if you feel like me, but
| long for the days before computers, when we
simply played home one week and away the
next. It would be better for clubs for cash flow,
and for supporters, if the old system was still
in place.

As you know we kept the office open until 7pm
on September 1 for supporters to ring in or
come in person to let us know their ideas and
concerns regarding the club.

Only one person actually came, and had a cup
of coffee and chewed over events of the past
few months and the things they would like to
see at the ground. The ironic thing was that
several people actually emailed me between
5pm and 7pm and chatted with me over the e-
mail system.

There were some good ideas which we will
look at, but there were odd ones too, one being
that we should save money by closing down
both the shop and ticket office, and only open
on home matchdays using casual staff. Chaos,
one would suggest! And what about those cup
runs etc?

One of the complaints that continually came
up was the difficulty in obtaining hot food at
half time. We were already on the case and if
not by tonight then definitely for Saturday’s
match there will be two additional selling
points for all hot food and drinks, one under
the Maple Road end of the ground and the
other an extension of the catering unit by the
New Stand. We hope these facilities will assist
supporters.

And my thanks to everyone who took the trou-
ble to get in touch — as always we want to hear
your views and suggestions, and needless to
say you need not wait until the first of next
month if there is something you want to raise
with me. We appreciate any kind of feedback
from supporters.

The good news is that by the time you are
reading this we will have credit and debit card
machines back in the ticket office and club
shop. You really don't appreciate these things
until you don’t have them, or how much we all

rely on them.

The only thing

we cannot use

the facility for

is for seasonal
products,

which does

mean we can-

not process

season tickets for example.
| would like to welcome Chris Rivett our new
web-site editor, who has now settled in and is
already making an excellent contribution to
our site. We can also now get our new web
shop fully operational again for those support-
ers who do not live locally. We know it was
much appreciated by supporters living abroad.
| do understand that some supporters are con-
cerned at the lack of information available to
them at the present time, but | would ask you
to be patient. There is a lot of work going on
behind the scenes - but these things do take
time. We will get there.

And finally, a word of thanks from Nottingham
to our supporters who went to Meadow Lane.
As | am sure you will have heard Notts County,
like us, are battling to get out of administra-
tion, and at one time there was a danger that
their game against us might be their last in The
Football League. We are all delighted that
County have been given an extension to
organise their escape from administration.
They needed to raise £250,000 in a matter of
days, and they have asked me to pass on their
heartfelt thanks to our supporters who gave
generously to the bucket collection at the
ground, and they added that our fans were a
credit to themselves and to Luton Town for the
way they conducted themselves at Meadow
Lane. | would like to echo those sentiments —
thank you and well done.

Enjoy the game, and see you on Saturday. Just
a reminder that it is all-ticket, so we will not be
selling any tickets on the day of the match.

Cherry Newbery

a

You can e-mail Cherry Newbery on
clubsec@lutontown.co.uk
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honour at the launch of Goalden Hatter, the Henlow; White Hart, Flitton; the Students’ bar
Trust's very own beer. The name was chosen at Silsoe College and at Cranfield University;
by Town fans Danny Fallon and Colin Souster the Brewery Tap, Shefford; the Taps, Lytham
in a competition run by the Luton News. St Anne’s; Stockwood Park Golf Club and
Having signed up to the Trust along with the Stopsley Regional Sports Centre. It will also
Director of Football, the manager poured the shortly be available in the Vauxhall Recreation
first pint of the ale at a packed Bricklayer's Club, and the Red Lion, Histon. Ahd every pint
Arms, in High Town Road. By the end of the sold includes a 10p donation to the Trust,
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gﬁfl':s ; ; 3 % g ; .1, g g g g g g evening nearly 300 pints had been sold, with  helping to secure a brighter future for our
Gls/Game:0.88 086 086 086 083 075 071 067 063 063 063 063 063 ten pence from every one going to Trust club.

funds. Along with the barbecue and the raffle, Former players David Moss and lan Feuer
with some prizes donated by the Club, hun- have joined Mike and Mick in backing the
dreds of pounds were raised on the night. Trust. Macclesfield manager Moss will be
fondly remembered by all those who enjoyed
the 1981-82 promotion season, and he is
delighted that Trust in Luton is up and run-
ning. In an interview with the Trust’s website,
he declared, "This summer could have been
the end for Luton. It's lucky the fans were able
to mobilise so quickly to save the club."
Goalkeeper Feuer, now back in America, said:
"This summer has shown how much Luton
fans love their club and what can be achieved
by working together."

The Trust was formed amid the chaos of this
summer, but it's not a protest group, nor is it
an alternative supporters club. Rather, it's the
long-term solution for fans to have a say in
the running of their club, a democratic
umbrella organisation where everyone over
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recent edition of Mad as a Hatter, or you can
go and see the membership team on the desk
outside the Kenilworth Road end before any
home game. Once you’'ve completed the
form, either hand it in with your payment to
the membership team, or post it back to us c/o
the Luton News, 29 Upper George Street,
Luton.

CHEERS! Mike Newell pulls the first pint of C“f&ﬂ‘ DU’\’\

J 1= 7 ) / | the new Goalden Hatters bitter
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"Colchester 33 9 367 37 740 | QPR 32 7 457 | Stockport 44 12 367
QPR 55 15 367 | ‘Wrexham 40 800 |Brighton 40 9 444 | Blackpool 49 15 327

Blackpool 35 9 389 Chesterfield 44 70 16 438 | Oldham 38 13 292
Barnsley 40 10 4.00 | PNGESColnty 39 [PortVale ™ 26 10 260

8.80
13.00 | Peterborough 35 8 4.38

5 Leagues and 12 Seasons of Stat
“If you want to impress the lads down the pub...this site is for you.”
= 5 star rating and Gold Award, Webuser magazine

Log on to Luton Town'’s official website at

www.lutontown.co.uk




News From The

Ticket Office

News From The

Ticket Office

Nationwide League Division Two

Luton Town v Queens Park Rangers

g E @ oSaturday, September 20, 2003, kick-off 3pm
This is an ALL TICKET match for ALL

SUPPORTERS, with no tickets available

on the day.
Tickets are now on sale at normal matchday prices, and supporters are
advised to purchase early to avoid disappointment.

LUTON TOWN
FOOTBALL CLUB

Carling Cup, Second Round
Charliton Athletic v Luton Town
Tuesday September 23, 8pm
LT Prices: Adults £10, v

Senior Citizens and Youths aged 16-18 £5, Under 16s £1

We have been allocated the South Stand that holds 3,000 and whilst this is
not an all ticket match for Luton supporters it is advisable to purchase tick-
ets in advance from the ticket office in Kenilworth Road before travelling.

Nationwide League Division Two
Oldham Athletic v Luton Town

Prices: Adults £16, Senior Citizens
and Juniors £8.

Pay on the day only, at Boundary Park.

No advance tickets are available from Kenilworth Road

Nationwide League Division Two
Swindon Town v Luton Town
i ) Wednesday October 1, 2003,
kick-off 7.45pm
Prices:

FROM LUTON TICKET OFFICE KENILWORTH ROAD
Adults £19, Senior Citizens and Students £12, Juniors £6.
OR ON THE DAY AT SWINDON
Adults £21, Senior Citizens and Students £13, Juniors £7.
This is not an all-ticket match, but there will be tickets available to pur-
chase in advance from Kenilworth Road at a discounted rate.

These prices are for covered seats at The County Ground.
Swindon Town have yet to confirm if the uncovered section will be open to

away supporters.

Nationwide League Division Two
Luton Town v Tranmere Rovers
W Luton Town v Tranmere Rovers
Monday October 6, 2003, kick-off 8pm
Please note that this match originally scheduled for Saturday 4th October
is now being played on Monday 6th October due to the match
being screened live on Sky TV.

Tickets for this match are on sale at normal matchday prices
Cash turnstiles will be open on the day, subject to availability, but please
remember there are NO CONCESSIONS available on cash turnstiles.

Back in Business

We are pleased to advise supporters that we can once
more accept payment by credit or debit card for match
tickets, which can be ordered by telephoning the ticket

office on 01582 416976

For the latest news, views & interviews call:
CLUB CALL on 09068 121123

MONDAY TO FRIDAY

10am to 4pm, except on Fridays
before Saturday home games

when it is 10am to 6pm:

SATURDAY

9am to 5.15pm on match days; 10am
until the away coaches depart on
days when there is no game at
Kenilworth Road.

Log on to Luton Town’s official website at
www.lutontown.co.uk




Welcome to all
of our commer-
cial sponsors
and partners,
to this
evenings
match against
Port Vale. All of
us at the club
thank you for your support and wish you a
very enjoyable

evening.

MATCH SPONSOR
Milton Keynes
Developments
Limited

We welcome back

tonight, as our match sponsor, Milton Keynes
Developments Limited and it's Managing
Director Gary Deards. Formed in 1997 the com-
pany has developed a highly successful busi-
ness specialising in the refurbishing of Public
Houses. Working on a nationwide basis for
three major corporations, Milton Keynes
Developments Limited are also building con-
tractors, who undertake a variety of projects
throughout the region on behalf local compa-
nies, as well as private clients, who require big
company expertise, as well as the personal
touch. Gary, himself a lifelong fan of the club,
wishes the club every possible success this
season and is hoping that this is going to the
year for promotion. Milton Keynes
Developments Limited can be contacted
on 01908 567409

COMMERCIAL MASCOT
Nicola Eagles

Twelve year old (soon to be 13) Nicola Eagles
joins us tonight as our commercial mascot,
joined by Mum, sister Katie and various other
friends and family. Nicola lives in
Deanshanger, a very pretty village close to
Milton Keynes and attends Kings Brook

Commercial

Corner

School. As well as
being an avid Luton
Town fan and elect-
ing Steve Howard as
her favourite player,
she is also an
extremely keen cross
country runner. We
all hope Nicola and
her family have a

truly tremendous and
memorable evening
with us.

VIP HOSPITALITY - LUTON TOWN V QPR

As we go to press, we still have a few remain-
ing places left for our executive hospitality
package at our match with QPR on Saturday
20th September. This additional VIP presenta-
tion was created to cope with the demand for
extra executive dinning facilities, at this high
profile, blockbuster of a fixture.

Therefore as a reminder, your package will
include:

Directors box match tickets

Four course silver service pre match lunch
Half time refreshments

Post match buffet

Match programme and teamsheet

Cash bar facility

Sky TV

Reserved car parking

Cost per person £60.00

SPORTING DINNERS RETURN TO LUTON
TOWN FOOTBALL CLUB

Now confirmed, as you see will from the
details elsewhere in this programme, we are
delighted to announce after many years, the
return and the first of this seasons planned

To advertise in this magazine call the
Commercial Department on 01582 411622

Welcome to All Our

Sponsors and Guests

Sporting Dinners. The Vauxhall Recreation
Club will be the venue and Wednesday 19th
November is the date. Headlined by Wilf
McGuinness and supported by comedian,
impressionist and MC for the evening Steve
Tandy. This fabulous event is exactly what you
have been waiting for, as the ideal opportunity
to entertain your clients, staff, friends and fam-
ily, or just turn up with your partner, to enjoy
Luton’s best social evening of the evening so
far this year. The cost is only £47.50 per person
or £450.00 for a private table of 10 guests.
Please give the Club your support and join us

on what we know will be a tremendous
evening of sporting nostalgia, hilarious fun,
great hospitality and good company.

Call the commercial department on
01582 411622 or e-mail commercial@luton-
town.co.uk for further information or to book
the above

Have a great evening

Peter Davis

Guests of Match
Sponsor Stanley
Casino seen here
on the pitch fol-
lowing their stadi-
um tour

James Beesley
seen here being
presented with his
Commercial
Mascot Certificate
By Director of
Football and First
Team Coach Mick
Harford

You can email the Commercial Department on
commercial@lutontown.co.uk
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A ‘Busby Babe’ who has played for Manchester United and England as well as holding
training and coaching roles at all levels of the game. They have included 6 years as

Shots on target 34 P — | shotsontan 41
Englands youth coach and manager, plus Manager of Manchester United from 1969 to Go(:lls:core? g 1 o}rt V;ale == Goais«:‘coredget 14
1971. Wilf who then subsequently travelled the world coaching at the highest of Ontarget/ goals 3.09 ! Ontarget/ godls 2.93
Division 2 Rating 4| tugut October | Division 2 Rating 3

levels, is now back, as part of the backroom staff at ‘Man U’ as well as a soccer

analyst and commentator, on local radio, whilst still travelling the circuit as a highly _@ odlsin last 10 mins /8 2 _®  SetPiece Goalsl § £ Goalsinlast 10 mins
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“If you want to impress the lads down the pub...this site is for you.”
- 5§ star rating and Gold Award, Webuser magazine
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1. Mark Goodlad

The Barnsley born stopper is now in his
third season with the Valiants. He now
faces a battle royal for his place in the
side, due to the fine form of Dean Delaney
who laid claim to the ‘keeper’s shirt late
last season. The club are fortunate to have
two good keepers and Goody, still a
youngster for a keeper, will be looking to
firm up his number one position.
Captured from Wolves on a free.

2. George Pilkington

Signed in the summer from Everton
where he didn’t quite make it into the first
team despite a squad number, the tall ver-
satile youngster from Rugeley,
Staffordshire, was persuaded to join Vale
from the glowing tribute paid by ex-Vale
loanee Peter Clarke. Comfortable any-
where in the back four, he will be hoping
to further his development at Vale Park
after an impressive loan spell at Exeter
City.

3. lan Brightwell

Hugely experienced utility player lan
joined Vale after four appearances for
neighbours Stoke City. Signing on in the
summer of 2002 he has seen service of
over 300 games in Maine Road Blue scor-
ing 18 goals. lan was released by Vale at
the end of last season, but has since re-
joined the club in a coaching role and isn’t
expected to figure on the pitch too often.

4. Andreas Lipa

The Austrian international was a priority
acquisition for the Vale management and
he brings experience of European football
with him to England. Being married to a
Tamworth girl was one of the temptations
to join the English League and after a spell

ht's Visitors

with Skoda Xanthi in Greece, Andreas will
be hoping to adapt to football in this coun-
try. He is perhaps happiest in midfield.

5. Michael Walsh

Always dependable, Walshy can play all
across the back four. It is only injury that
has ever curtailed his progress and after
service with Scunthorpe and a consistent
run of games, during his spell at Vale he
has had more than his fair share of
injuries, meaning anxious glances into the
treatment room to check his availability. A
long throw expert, his adaptability is per-
haps his greatest asset.

6. Sam Collins

After a shaky start having joined from
Bury, Sam’s committed performances saw
him win the coveted Player of the Year
award last term. Looking lean and fit
helped the cause, particularly late on and
his heading and long throws make him a
key figure in Brian Horton’s plans for the
future. His first club was Huddersfield
Town.

7. Neil Brisco

A Manchester City youngster, Neil has
been a tower of strength in midfield.
Another who has fallen foul of the injury
affliction at the club last season, he too
fought his way back into the side with a
bullet header at Gresty Road against our
South Cheshire neighbours Crewe. An
important member of the engine room, he
will be looking for more strikes to compli-
ment the forwards this term.

8. Michael Cummins

A Dublin-born utility player, who is likely
to pop up anywhere on the manager's
team sheet. Injured a shoulder and

18 Interested in sponsoring a player’s kit please contact

the Commercial Department on 01582 411622
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missed most of the second part of last
season, but the Ex-Middlesborough man
signalled his return to the side with a scor-
ing return at Oldham from left back.

9. Steve Brooker

Fine exponent of the
striker's art, Steve too
struggled with injury
last season and was in
and out of the side.
Steve is a quality per-
former when on song.
Strong as an ox and
feared by defenders
everywhere, the Ex-
Watford man was a £15,000 purchase
from the Hornets and has paid back his
fee over and over again. He will be hoping
to stay fit this time out and show everyone
what they were missing last season.

Britana!

10. Steve McPhee

A poor goal return from the Scot last sea-
son masked some skilful performances.
His goal output, whilst in need of
improvement did not tell the whole story,
as he constantly turned defences inside
out, never-the-less, he will be hoping to
hit the goal trail once again this term. He
has boundless talent, which needs to be
nurtured. Vale signed him from Coventry
City two seasons ago after a successful
spell on loan in Scotland with St Mirren.

11. Marc Bridge-Wilkinson

Marc was Derby's Young Player of the
Year in 1998/9 and was top scorer in the
reserves in 1999/2000 and spent a period
on loan at Carlisle United. However, with
competition for first team places tight at
Pride Park Marc was released by Derby
and snapped up by Brian Horton. A skilful

left-sided midfielder has the ability to cre-
ate goals and also score them, but has
had his injury problems over the last cou-
ple of seasons.

12. Dean Delaney

More starts than ever before saw the
Irishman find his way into Bryan Kerr's
plans for a Republic of Ireland get togeth-
er in June. Improving every season, his
shot stopping is a feature, but he will want
to fight Mark Goodlad all the way for the
jersey in the future. Cut his teeth with
Everton, but was restricted to only one
appearance in Toffees blue.

13. Levi Reid

A bright young star from the youth team
that marched through rounds of last sea-
sons FA Youth Cup at will, Levi will be
staking a claim for a full back berth this
season. A competent twenty minutes
against Bristol City at Ashton Gate in the
final game of last season gave rise to
much optimism for the future. Pace in
abundance, so it's watch this space.

14. Mark Boyd
Despite an injury mid-
way through last sea-
son, Boydy gave notice 5"
that he was an able |
deputy for Michael = £
Cummins, when the |uu
Irishman injured a
shoulder. A memorable
strike against
Chesterfield at Vale Park showed every-
one he also possesses an eye for goal, but
after service on the fringes at two United'’s
- Carlisle and Newcastle - he will be hop-
ing to return with renewed optimism in
Vale's Black and White.

Shop online at www.lutontown.co.uk
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15. lan Armstrong
Vale took the Liverpool
B reserve on board two
@l seasons ago and he is
still awaiting some con-
sistency to add to his
undoubted ability.
Generally scores goals
of quality and possess-
es style and a swagger
that full-backs hate. He
will be hoping that a full pre-season can
get him in top condition for the term. A
match-winner on his day and no doubt
manager Brian Horton will hope is to be
more often this season.

16. Steve Rowland
Wrexham - born Steve joined Vale at the
age of twelve and has come through the

youth set-up to make he first team. He
started off playing in midfield but eventu-
ally moved to centre-back, but can also
play in a wing-back role when required.
Last season Steve was called up as an
over-age player into the Welsh Under 21
squad on two occasions.

17. Chris Birchall

Hasn't quite carved a niche for himself in
the side yet, but the youngster has been
impressive even if he has been so far used
sparingly. Possesses a swift turn of pace,
he will hope to feature in the manager’s
plans as the season progresses.

18. Billy Paynter

Winner of the Young Player of the Year
last term, Billy will be hoping to progress
this season after bursting onto the scene

M
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with some top-drawer
performances and a
R handful of goals. He is
& still learning and bene-
fits from an experi-
enced man up front to
play off. The best is yet
to come from the
Merseyside born
youngster. He will be
hoping for more starts
and a few more goals under his belt.

19. Simon Eldershaw
First year professional Simon has come
through the ranks at the club
and has built up a reputation
for himself in Vale’s successful
youth side. Many inside the
game feel Simon has a good
future, but the highly-rated
youngster will need to be
patient for now.

20. Adrian Littlejohn

A striker who has led a cosmo-
politan existence recently,
with a spell in China before
joining Vale. After seeing service for
Sheffield United and Plymouth, the
Birmingham born pace-man was signed
on trial near the end of last season. A goal
or two and some impressive outings per-
suaded the manager to give him a one-
year deal at the end of last season.

21. Liam Burns

A Northern Ireland under-21 international,
Liam made his debut as first team substi-
tute at Sunderland in January 1998 in
front of almost 40,000 fans and did well in
an unaccustomed left wing back role.
Liam will be hoping for a longer run in the

side this time out in what could weli be a
make or break season for him.

22. Ryan Brown

A  youngster who
played a key part in the
youth teams progress
last season Ryan's 'play =
anywhere' attitude cou- |
pled with his undoubt- |
ed ability has seen him |
as a prominent figure in |
the pre season friend-
lies. He's knocking at
the door, and hopes it will open sufficient-
ly wide enough to allow him
progress, after a substitute
appearance in the final game of
last season at Bristol City.

23. Joe Molloy

Highly rated young goalkeeper
who is a product of Vale's suc-
cessful youth set-up. Has
appeared on the bench a few
times but as yet, has not made
an appearance for he first team.
Joe is currently continuing his
education with the Youth Team, but prom-
ises to be one for the future.

24. Johnny Brain

Another young ‘keeper, signed recently
following the absence of last season’s reg-
ular goalkeeper Mark Goodlad through
injury. Formerly with Newcastle United,
Jonathon spent a spell on loan at Carlisle
United.

Lf)g on to Luton Town’s official website at

www.lutontown.co.ul




Blast From

The Past

Following rele-
gation from the
old Division One
in 1992 the
Hatters endured
two seasons of
struggle, finish-
ing just above
the relegation
places on each
occasion. The only bright spot over these two dis-
mal years was a totally unexpected run to the
FA.Cup semi-final in 1994 when we lost 0-2 to
Chelsea at Wembley.

Manager David Pleat was confident that the
1994/95 campaign would see his side reverse the
downward trend and perhaps even push its way
into the play-offs. His confidence stemmed from
the fact that an exciting crop of bright, young play-
ers would be forcing their way into first team con-
tention.

The only part of the team that needed strengthen-
ing was the forward line and a fee of £200,000 was
agreed with Crewe for striker Tony Naylor, but the
player demanded better terms and ended up with
tonight’s visitors, Port Vale.

The net was cast further out and Pleat’s search
eventually alighted on the speedy Dwight Marshall
from Plymouth who cost £150,000 and was soon to
prove a crowd favourite.

Despite the signing of Marshall, the Town still had
difficulty in scoring goals especially at home where
teams played with a massed defence which the
lightweight Luton forwards found hard to break
down. Away from home the fleet-footed Marshall
and Scott Oakes found more space and were able
to catch teams on the break.

The Town opened the season with three straight
draws, at home to West Brom and Southend and
away at Derby, before losing at Tranmere. ‘Here we
go again’ thought most Luton supporters as anoth-
er year of struggle loomed before we made our
way to Port Vale for our next game.

Vale had been promoted the previous season after
a run of eight wins from nine games at the end of
the campaign and boasted an undefeated home
record going back almost a year.

The Town were without Ceri Hughes, who had been
dropped after making it clear that he wanted to get
away from Kenilworth Road, with his place being
taken by Aaron Skelton while John Hartson was
suffering from an Achilles tendon injury meaning a
welcome return to the side for Kerry Dixon.

At a rainswept and miserable Vale Park the home
side took the game to the Town, as befitted their
tremendous home record, with Naylor guilty of
missing a couple of gilt edged opportunities and
Robin Van der Laan hitting a post. The Town
defence stood firm, however, and soaked up the
pressure although it seemed only a matter of time

Log on to Luton Town's official website at
www.lutontown.co.ul

Marshall spurs the

Town to victo

before Vale opened the scoring.

Completely against the run of play, however, it was
the Town that broke the deadlock with twenty min-
utes to go. Dixon took out two Vale men in the mid-
dle of the field with a perfect pass to David Preece
on the left. He made quick progress almost to the
goal-line, and Vale defenders were still back-ped-
alling when a near post cross was hit with great
precision onto the head of Marshall for his first
league goal for the club.

As expected, the goal sparked a furious Vale
onslaught but after several near misses, some des-
perate defending and a couple of bookings for time
wasting the Town hung on for three valuable
points. : :

This win was the first of a run of six victories and
two draws from the next eight away games which
in normal circumstances would have seen the
Hatters pushing for an automatic promotion spot.
Unfortunately, the home record was abysmal over
this period and the highest place we managed was
fifth at the end of November.

David Pleat was tearing his hair out and as soon as
he managed to cure the home form after Christmas
the away performances started to dip. The 0-6
humiliation at Southampton in the FA.Cup and the
sale of John Hartson to Arsenal for a Luton record
fee of £2.5 million, both in January, left the sup-
porters deflated and, looking back, the season
ended at that point.
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There was still an outside chance of the play-offs
when Port Vale came to Kenilworth Road for the
return league game in early March and Pleat urged
his troops to go for it. His enthusiasm had not
spread to the terraces, however, and only 5,947
turned up on a cold night to see Vale put up a
defensive screen which frustrated the Town for the
first 45 minutes.

At half-time, Pleat took off defensive midfielder
Gary Waddock and introduced the more attack
minded Rob Matthews which brought about an
almost immediate improvement leading to the
Town opening the scoring on 50 minutes.

Preece fought his way down the wing and passed
to Paul Telfer who cleverly eluded two defenders
before coolly shooting home. Vale immediately
became more dangerous and Joe Allon headed a
Steve Guppy cross over an unguarded goal when it
looked easier to score. )
The game was made virtually safe with eight min-
utes to go when Matthews hit a rocket shot which
Vale goalkeeper Paul Musselwhite could only parry
and after a fierce goalmouth scramble Dixon poked
the ball home.

Andy Porter hit a consolation for Vale two minutes
later after a big gap appeared in the centre of the
Luton defence but it was too little too late as the
Town finished the game in ninth spot.

Roger LWash

Yesterday'’s pages

The Town produced a highly glossy and colourful 40
page programme for Port Vale's March 1995 visit to
Kenilworth Road, their first for a league game since

David Pleat, as always, had plenty to say in his column
and in this issue he gave a brief rundown of his move-
ments over the past week which included an appear-
ance on Radio Five, a ‘Bootroom’ forum at the club, a
Rotary Club dinner, a couple of matches to attend and
a two day mid-season break with the players at
Bournemouth!

Elsewhere in the programme it was announced that
the Town had signed a young left sided midfield play-
er from Diss by the name of Matthew Upson on the
YTS scheme. Whatever became of him?

For the latest news, views & interviews call:
CLUB CALL on 09068 121123




Suppovrt YOUR. Club -

Jown Hattevr Tvavel!

Travel Extras, the official Hatters shirt sponsor,
and LTFC are delighted to announce the
arrival of HATTER TRAVEL!

Why not become a member of Hatter

Travel? Sign up to Hatter Travel at
www.iravelextras.com/Itfc and we will
donfate £1 to the Club for everyone who
registers! You will also be entered into our free
prize draw to win a signed LTFC shirt!

And, every booking made through Hatter
Travel automatically puts 10% straight back
to the Club!

How does Hatter Travel work?

Simply visit www.travelextras.com/Itfc and register
for exclusive travel offers! It couldn't be easier!

How do | benefit?

| Great home and away deals for everyone!
2 Free email updates — hot off the press!
3 Sign up before 31 October 2003 and be entered
in the free prize draw to win a signed LTFC shirt!
4 Supporting the club in a unique way,
guaranteeing continuous success!
S With Luton airport and their low-cost airlines
on the doorstep, there's no need to wait
foo long for your next holiday!

How does the club benefit?

| For everyone signing up to Hatter Travel
news, the club receives £1. Sign up is available
for persons over the age of 18. £1 donation is
per household signing!
10% of ANY booking made at
www.travelextras.com/Itfc , goes straight to the
club! This means that if your holiday amounts to
£200, LTFC get £20!
Continuous support to one of the UK's oldest
footballing establishments!

THERE'S ONLY ONE HATTERS TRAVEL!
There's only one Hatter Travel! So whether you are
' planning a weekend getaway, a long haul once in
a lifetime break, or simply following the boys, make
| sure that you contact the Travel Extras team on
' 08707 27 37 27 or visit www.fravelextras.com/Itfc.

Sign up promotion only available
until 31 October 2003.

]

Win Ready Cash On
The Golden Gamble

WHATEVER the result of tonight's game,
we know that one lucky supporter will be
a big winner, thanks to our Golden Gamble,
the £1-a-go flutter that pays out several
hundred pounds at every match.

The size of the jackpot is linked to sales of
tickets. Half of each pound goes towards
the prize and the other 50p to club funds, so
even if you don’t win, you are helping Luton
Town with every quid you spend and as you
know we need every penny we can get.

At the last home match, against Hartlepool,
Mike Harris, of Beckbury Close, Luton, was
the lucky punter. He pocketed £620 after
his ticket was picked out of the drum by
Russell Perrett.

The four prizes paid out so far this season
have totalled £2,370, an average of £592
each. Mr Harris watches the Town from the
Kenilworth Stand, but tonight's winner
might be anywhere in the ground because
Golden Gamble ticket sellers are every-
where within the stadium, eager to give you
the chance to cash in. The draw is made on
the pitch during the half time interval, and
the money is available there and then. 3

Presents

EsT, 1988

The manager will be our guest for an "Any Questions?" evening on

Monday September 29, at the Eric Morecambe Suite,
kick-off 7.30pm.

Ticket prices are £3 for members of LTSC, £6 for others, but
supporters can qualify for the discount if they join LTSC at the time
they buy their tickets.

Tickets are on sale, in the first instance to members only until
kick-off in the game against QPR on Saturday, at the Supporters
Club kiosk in Kenilworth Road. If any are still available after then,
they will go on general sale immediately after that match.
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fravelextras ::
dedicated to the wdependent traveller

Shop online at:
www.hattersshop.com
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Tel: 07850 560289
Fax: (01582) 616567

e-mail: gareth@go-photo.co.uk

Free Membership

Offering a comprehensive
choice in modern gaming,
relaxed dining, late bars and
live entertainment

Open every day from 2.00pm until 6.00am,
Sunday morning until 4.00am

STANLEY STANLEY LUTON
LUTON CASINO INTERNATIONAL CASINO

Skimpot Road, 85 Park Street,
Luton, Bedfordshire LU4 0JB Luton, Bedfordshire LU1 3HG

Telephone: 01582 591148 Telephone: 01582 439080
Fax: 01582 490349 Fax: 01582 439089

All applicants must be 18yrs or over. 24hrs must elapse from receipt of application

yww.stanleycasinos.corn
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Eagle IPA -
Proud to sponsor
Luton Town E.C.

Your ‘local beer’
supporting your local
Football Club
Now available at the Bar!

Log on to Luton Town’s official website at
www.lutontown.co.ulk

Hatters Abroad

Far And Wide

NO MATTER where you travel on this earth,
the chances are that you are never far from a
Luton Town fan. And as and when space per-
mits, our Hatters Abroad feature will appear
again this season.

Winging its way over the internet was a pic-
ture submitted by Tony Capitano, a well-trav-
elled Town supporter who lives at Leighton
Buzzard

As you can see, he is even willing to lend his
cherished Hatters replica shirt to spread the
word. But goodness knows what the locals
made of it - the photo was taken during a busi-
ness trip Tony made to Shanghai, in China.
Our other picture is a little closer to home. It
shows Dave Warren, from Turpins Way,
Baldock, who has been a Town supporter for
over 50 years. His wife sent in the photograph,
which was taken "wearing his shirt with pride" .
while they were on holiday in Austria in the summer. The scenery is dramatic — Dave was
photographed on the 3,800-metre peak of Austria’s highest mountain, the Glossglockner.
Dave has a season ticket in the Enclosure, and travels to away games as well. His wife’s let-
ter concluded with the message that as well as wishing Luton Town all the very best for this
season, Dave hopes all their troubles are behind them. We'll drink to that!

SUPPORTERS are invited to share
their globe-trotting memories with
us in this occasional series: if it's
Town kit in far-away places, we’re
interested. If you have an interest-
ing snap you would like to see pub-
lished please send it, with a few
details, to the editor, by post to
Luton Town FC, or by e-mail to
brian.swain@btinternet.com

If you use e-mail, please include
your home address and a day-time
phone number. If you want your pic-
tures returned, please enclose a
stamped self-addressed envelope,
but don’t offer anything which is
irreplaceable, because with the best
will in the world items sometimes
go astray.

Log on to Luton Town’s official website at
www.lutontown.co.uk
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Luton Town 3 Hartlepool Utd 2

THERE was not a hint of any extra pleasure you
might have thought Mike Newell would feel as his
new team beat his old one at Kenilworth Road - just
delight at a win that followed two consecutive
defeats, and great relief that Hartlepool’s threat-
ened revival after they had been three down fell
short of snatching a point. i

Newell was remembering that on the first day of
the season Hartlepool were 3-1 down at
Peterborough before winning 4-3. Some of us, suf-
fering nerves for the final 20 minutes after it got to
3-2, remembered Wrexham winning 4-3 at
Kenilworth Road after the Town had been 3-0 ahead
ten minutes after the break.

This time, the Town dug in to earn their just
rewards after a scorching three-goal burst in the
first 23 minutes. It was spearheaded by Steve
Howard, who was made skipper against his first
league club in the absence of injured Kevin
Nicholls.

Five days earlier the Town had looked a careworn
bedraggled outfit when they lost at Brighton.
Hartlepool caught the backlash. Self-respect
returned, and the Town were simply unstoppable
for the first half-hour.

Gary McSheffrey’s deflected shot from the right
opened the way for Howard to thump home his
opening goal in the sixth minute. Eight minutes
later excellent work by Courtney Pitt, tackling back
to win the ball and then pinging a perfect pass
down the middle, led to McSheffrey chipping the
advancing keeper for his first Luton goal. It went to
3-0 on 23 minutes, Howard heading his fourth goal
of the season from a far post free kick by
McSheffrey. Within three minutes Howard was
within inches of a hat-trick, but his header from a
Pitt corner came back off the bar.

The Town were a superb unit from front to back,
with Kevin Foley again impressive in his role on the
right of midfield, with Emmerson Boyce restored to
right back after injury.

It came as a shock when Darrel Clarke reduced the
arrears seven minutes before the interval, after the
defence got into a tangle following a deflected free
kick, and the first action of the second half was a
reminder that Hartlepool were not giving up. They
had received a real roasting from their manager
during the interval, and but for a top class blocking
save by Robert Beckwith Richie Humphreys would
have given the visitors the early goal they wanted.
Their reply was delayed until the 72nd minute,
when Steven Istead tumbled to win a penalty off
Alan Neilson, and Paul Robinson converted. Marco
Gabbiadini wasted a half-chance soon afterwards
with a header over the bar, and the Town settled to
share the game from then on.

Mike Newell said: "l was delighted with the first half
hour, but not so happy with the final hour, and not
at all happy with the goals we conceded. The
important thing was that we got three points, and |
don’t care who it’s against. | enjoy a Luton win, and
had no axe to grind with Hartlepool. | admit | was
sweating long before it got to 3-2 - sometimes
Hartlepool have to concede a goal before they start
to play. They made it a difficult second half for us.
But we showed we can play some really good foot-
ball, and that opening spell was as good as any-
thing | have seen since | came here."

United boss Neale Cooper said: "You haven't seen
the real Hartlepool today. Our performance, espe-
cially in the first half, was unacceptable. The sec-
ond half was better, but it was too late then. Luton
had already done the damage, and we can’t com-
plain about the result. They’re a good team."

Match Details

Beckwith; Boyce, Coyne, Bayliss, Neilson (Davis 86 mins); Foley, Hughes Spring,
Pitt (Brkovic 89 mins); Howard, McSheffrey (Crowe 75 mins). Unused subs: Hillier, Brill.
Bayliss for a foul, McSheffrey for dissent.
Provett; Barron, Nelson, Westwood, Robson; Clarke, Tinkler (Istead 67
mins), Strachan, Humphreys; Robinson (Boyd 75 mins), Gabbiadini (Henderson 84 mins).

Unused subs: Jordan, Williams.

Darrel Clarke for a foul on Courtney Pitt

Brian Curson, Leicestershire

5,515 including 573 from Hartlepool.

28 For more information on our executive suites
contact the Commercial Department on 01582 411622
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C Gary McSheffrey nips ahead of his would-
be markers to get onto the end of a pass by Courtney
Pitt before neatly lifting the ball over the advancing
goalkeeper for his first goal in Luton Town colours.

F Steve Howard enjoyed playing against his old
club with two goals and regular domination in the air of
the visiting defenders including Chris Westwood.

E Livewire Courtney Pitt led Hartlepool a merry
dance, and Darrel Clarke was booked for this tackle
from behind to stop one of the many attacking runs by
the midfielder.




Back row, left to right: Lee Mansell, lan Hillier, Alan Neilson, David Bayliss, Maﬁl@e Sprmg, Sol Davis, Emmerson Boyce, Dean Crowe.
Middle row: Julie Frost (physio), Kevin Nicholls, Paul Hughes, Robert Beckwith, 'Howard, Dean Brill, Chris Coyne, Enoch Showunmi, Brian Stein (coach).

Front row: Ahmet Brkovic, Adrian Forbes, Russell Perrett Mlke NeWeII (managa ;, t:k Harferd (director of football and first team coach), Steve Rohmson, Muchael
Learv, Kevin Foley. . P i ¥




Notts County 1 Luton Town 1

THE SECOND away win of the season was there for
the taking at Meadow Lane, but deeply troubled
Notts County saved a point with a tremendous
strike on a day when centre-halves showed for-
wards the way to goal.

The Town took the lead just before the interval, and
manager Mike Newell was disappointed that while
a point was very welcome, the Town should have
taken all three. County went into the game bottom
of the table, with only one point and one goal from
their first five outings of the season. The League’s
oldest club was within 48 hours of oblivion before
raising £250,000 in two days to meet the deadline
to emerge from administration.

The Town boss saw in that a mirror image of what
happened to his men against Grimsby and
Brighton, when off-the-field worries seemed to get
to players. County were in the same boat and it
showed in their play in a match which was not
exactly top class entertainment.

For a long time it looked as though the Town would
grind out a victory, and even after County equalised
on the hour mark, they had chances to wrap it up.
The better football came from the Town.

But there was not enough conviction at the end of
promising moves, and the pain was increased
when Paul Hughes was sent off as stoppage time
began, for his second yellow card, both for dissent.
"We are playing some decent stuff and should have
won," said the Town manager. "But we didn't really
get started for the first 35 minutes. It wasn’t until we
got the goal, against the run of play, that we decid-
ed to play. We were pleased to go in a goal up at
half time because we hadn’t played well until then.

But we turned them around much better in the sec-
ond half. But if we had played anything like we are
capable of we would have won."

County looked the more threatening in the first half,
with an edge of desperation about their play in a
tough match which saw seven yellow cards shown.
The third was for Darren Caskey, for a cynical foul
to stop Emmerson Boyce driving into the penalty
area after a determined pacey break. Punishment
was immediate: Gary McSheffrey floated in a
delightful diagonal free kick, and Chris Coyne head-
ed in his first goal of the season.

County huffed and puffed early in the second half,
and won a series of corners which were defended
fairly comfortably, before an equaliser came out of
the blue. Tony Barras tried his luck from around 30
yards, and his drive flew into the net. Perhaps Rob
Beckwith should have got to it, said the manager,
but more to the point Barras should have been
closed down before he shot.

Oddly, the goal lifted the Town more than the home
side, and while direct threats were few and far
between, the best came from the Town, and County
were pinned back in the closing minutes. With two
to go McSheffrey robbed lan Baraclough and
played in sub Dean Crowe, but the goalkeeper
saved at his feet, and as the clock hit 90 minutes a
cracking Town move involving Crowe, Matt Spring
and Kevin Foley ended with Coyne upfield and
looking for his second goal. Caskey stopped him,
with the Town screaming for a penalty. It wasn't
given and Hughes, booked for dissent half an hour
earlier, was vociferous enough with his protest to
collect his second yellow and the automatic red.

Match Details

Beckwith; Boyce, Coyne, Bayliss, Neilson (Davis 80 mins); Foley, Spring, Hughes,
Brkovic (Crowe 71 mins); Howard, McSheffrey. Unused subs: Forbes, Showunmi, Brill
Steve Howard and David Bayliss for fouls, Paul Hughes twice for dissent
Paul Hughes for two yellow cards, 63 and 90 minutes.
Mildenhall; Bolland, Livesey, Barras, Richardson; Baldry, Caskey, McFaul (Stallard
67 mins), Baraclough; Heffernan, Platt. Unused subs: Garden, Nicholson, Riley, Francis.
Tony Barras, and lan Richardson for fouls, Darren Caskey for dissent.

Colin Webster, Tyne and Wear.

7,505, easily County's highest of the season, thanks to visitors from dozens
of other clubs, fans keen to show support in County’s hour of need, and including 1,215 from

Luton.

Log on to Luton Town’s official website at
www.lutontown.co.uk

The moment when the Town
thought they should have had a last-minute
penalty, with Chris Coyne sent cart-wheeling by
Darren Caskey. The ref would have none of it,
and the protests ended with Paul Hughes
booked for dissent for the second time in the
game.

RIG You beaut! David Bayliss is first with the
congratulations after Chris Coyne headed the
Town into the lead.

BEL! Putting his best foot forward is
Matthew Spring, in a midfield confrontation
with Paul Bolland.




A PAIR of match tickets will be won by
a lucky supporter this evening. Listen
to the PA announcer before kick-off
for your chance to have a go in our
Town Teaser competition.

At the last home game we asked the
identity of a player who ence turned
out for Hartlepool, scored against
them on their previous visit and ended
the season with the Third Division’s
Golden Boot award. The answer was
easy, with Steve Howard later embar-
rassing Hartlepool further with two
more goals against them.

You will need a longer memory to
answer this evening's brain-teaser.

This evening’s visiting manager was
once the recipient of a very public hug
from his then boss, who had done an
energetic dance of delight across the
pitch to reach him. Who were they, and
where, when, and why did it happen?

Major professional teams are benefiting from Chiropractic treatment for their spor

BACK TO BACK Chiropractic Clinic

Member of the British Chiropractic Association
Registered with the General Chiropractic Council

To make an appointment: 01582 391000

268 Crawley Green Rd, Stopsley, Luton, Bedfordshire, LU2 OSJ

We’re ready for the

New-ell season

Are you?

TheLuton News
TheDunstable Gazette

TheWinningTeam

Every Wednesday read the latest

match reports, transfer news, interviews
plus much more...

There’s even more news on our website

www.lutononline.co.uk

FOR SUBSCRIPTION DETAILS CALL 01234 409218

For the latest news, views & interviews call:
CLUB CALL on 09068 121123

THE BIGGEST away following so far made the trip to cheer for
the Town at Meadow Lane, with numbers boosted as supporters
showed their backing for Notts County’s attempts to avoid being
thrown out of the Football League. County were fighting to get
out of administration, so we knew how their fans felt.

Rushden
Yeovil (CC)
Grimsby
Hartlepool

Stockport
Brighton
Notts Co

Cash in on our support for:
* pitches

* social inclusion projects

e changing rooms

* education schemes

* kit and equipment

* pavilions

ﬁ ® T FoothallFoundation
: - NGLAND football’s biggest supporter

www.footballfoundation.org.uk Helpline 0800 0277766

Log on to Luton Town’s official website at
www.lutontown.co.uk
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Sponsorship Now Available For Home & Away Kits.

Please contact the Commercial Department on 01582 411622 for more

details and a list of current players available for sponsorship
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DISCOVER THE POWER

REAL CONDITIONS. REAL SOLUTIONS.

SKF Plain bearings

Spherical plain bearings and

rod ends are a machine’s joints.
They embody strength, flexibility
and endurance.

SKF engineers have created these
state-of-the-art spherical plain bearings
and rod ends, available from stock in
a wide range of designs, dimension
series and sizes.

All designed to minimise friction
and maximise machine reliability.

Standard features

® Extensive product range

® Wide choice of materials

® With or without seals

® Wide operating temperature range

Applications features

® Long service life

® Minimal maintenance

® High operational reliability

For a FREE catalogue on SKF Plain bearings
please complete and return to:
SKF FREEPOST MK1540 Luton LU3 4BR

COMPANY: s 05 58 s 5655 e amer omse musimnons =
BAAOISS o vosmmss soms 46500 D85 Bk 50t wene

Youth Soccer:

The under-19s

Luton Town 2
Cheltenham Town 0

WHILE victories are always welcome, | was disap-
pointed that we did not take the chance to run up a
big score against poor opposition. We were well in
command, and got our second goal ten minutes into
the second half, and at that stage | wanted to see us
kick on and murder the opposition, but we were not
ruthless enough up front.

We deserved to win, because we must have had at
least 90 per cent of the play and our keeper hardly
had a save to make. | think our players found it too
easy, and before the end they let themselves down
by wanting to take too many touches. In tight games
you get an edge to your play, but there was no dan-
ger of that happening here.

Motivation continues to be a problem with some of
our senior boys: previously they knew that if they did
well at this level they could hope to force their way
into the reserve side, but that incentive is no longer
available. Ahead of them is the first team squad or
nothing, but young players must learn to motivate
themselves. They have to remember that they are
playing for their futures, and whatever the situation

Footbhall League Youth Alliance
Under-19 South East Conference
August
9 Rushden
16 Cambridge
23 Kidderminster
September
6 Cheltenham
13 Walsall
27 Oxford
October
4 Northampton
11 Alliance Cup 1
18 West Brom
25 Cheltenham
November
1  Walsall
15 Oxford
22 Alliance Cup 2
29 Northampton
December
6 West Brom
13 Rushden
January
10 Cambridge
17 Alliance Cup 3
24 Kidderminster A @
31 Merit Division starts

3-2 Judge 2, Andrew
1-2 Barnett
1-1  Judge

2-0 Mansell, Davies

>T » »T »» I IP>T I>IT

£

SKF (U.K.) Limited

01582 496436 marketing.uk@skf.com www.skf.co.uk

within the club
hard work and
dedication is
needed to earn
contracts.

| was pleased to
see Richard
Mansell get our
opening goal =
after 15 minutes. He was under orders to get into the
box more often from his wide left midfield position,
and he did so with a well-taken goal, hitting a sharp
left-foot drive at the far post.

He might have had a hat-trick, with two tremendous
strikes and a very good header bringing good saves
from the keeper, Cheltenham’s man of the match.
Mansell, coming from Gloucester, was particularly
keen to do well against Cheltenham, but we told him
to forget about local rivalry and play with his brain.
He did, and he was one of the few players | was
happy with on a day when too many were below par.
Ten minutes after the interval Curtis Davies headed
in from a corner, and after that we should have gone
on to annihilate the opposition. Instead we had to
many Fancy Dans and posers on the ball and
Cheltenham were allowed to escape a real battering.
But overall it was a reasonable performance, with a
decent defensive display on a day when we were
never in danger of losing. Unfortunately we were not
positive enough after stamping our authority on pro-
ceedings to go on and score the six or seven goals
we might have had.

Luton Town: Barrett, Howell, Mountford, O’Leary,
Deeney, Barnett, Davis, Judge (Wright 79 mins),
Andrew (Freeman 75 mins), Keane, R. Mansell.

WE WERE away to Walsall on Saturday, and a fep()rt
will be in the QPR programme. Next Saturday we are
at home to Oxford. We play at Luton Rugby Club’s
ground at Newlands Road, Farley Hill, kick-off 11am,
and spectators are welcome.

APPEARANCES (as sub in brackets): Barnett 4,
Howell 4, Mountford 4, Keane 4, R. Mansell 4, Judge
3(1), Andrew 3(1), Deeney 3(1), Davies 3, Ridgway 3,
O’Leary 3, Maitland 2, Godfrey 2, Barrett 1, Lambu 1,
Wright 0(2), Freeman 0(1).

GOALS: Judge 3, Andrew 1, Barnett 1, Mansell 1,

Davies 1
John Moore

Log on to Luton Town's official website at

www.lutontown.co.ulc
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Football ,4W

Emporium ¢

225 High Street, Bromley, Kent

WHETHER IT BE A BIRTHDAY OR
CHRISTMAS PRESENT, OR EVEN A GIFT
FOR YOURSELF, YOU WILL FIND
SOMETHING UNIQUE, INTERESTING, OR
EVEN AMUSING, FOR SUPPORTERS OF
ALL CLUBS, AT THE FOOTBALL
EMPORIUM. OR IF BROMLEY IS A
LITTLE FAR, VISIT OUR WEBSITE

WWW.PREMIERIMAGE.CO.UK

www.hummingbirdmotors.co.uk

JSTR

ND NEW

ISUBISHI'S
frﬁg‘m only

£7995

IKING

and a full range

of Mitsubishi

also available

pre-owned vehicles

® SALES e SERVICE e PARTS

Youth Soccer

The under-17s

Cambridge United 2
Luton Town O

FOR reasons no-one can explain, games
between these two clubs at youth level are
invariably scrappy and flat, and this was no
exception, a forgettable match brightened only
by two excellent strikes which gave Cambridge
victory.

They were rare moments of quality, and were the
difference between the sides. We never looked
like winning after conceding a goal on 30 min-
utes. Before then Stuart Richardson had a couple
of chances, but hit a long-range shot wide and
then smashed in a terrific volley which went
straight to the goalkeeper.

The opening goal came from an excellent shot,

left back and
from his diago-
nal ball their
man got in
between our
central defend-
ers and finished |
really well.

For the second .
half we switched from 4-4-2 to 4-3-3 to put the
brakes on their fullbacks’ runs, and to try to get
an early goal to put us back in the match. We
almost got it, but Ben Robinson’s low shot
brought a very good save from the keeper, and
neither side created a real chance after that 46th-
minute effort.

The attitude of our lads was all right, but it was

HUMMING BIRD MOTORS

World Cup Merchandise ~ Clothing ~ Original Art N 1727 852323
Books ~ Photography ~ Autographs ~ Toys & Games "WoroRs email: hbmotors@btinternet.com

OR CALL FOR A BROCHURE
020 8464 9421

and right on half time we conceded another. We not an inspiring game to watch between two
did not put enough pressure on their overlapping sides who cancelled each other out. Our set
pieces were not as effective as usual, mainly
because Cambridge had a giant of a goalkeeper,

Foothall League Youth Alliance
Under-17 South East Conference

Housewares ~ Memorabilia ~ Antiques ~ Ephemera Open: Mon-Fri 8.30-6pm * Sat 8.30-5pm + Sun 10.30-3pm (D! ions on Sunday by appoi only).

and he played very well. The pitch was bone

i guggﬂenﬁord A 1-2 Burcows hard, which made it difficult to get the ball dow.n
16 Brighton 1-2 Burrows and play, and | would not fault our team for their
' 23 Rushden 3-1 Burrows 2, Preston effort. Our major problem so far this season is
2, | September the inability to finish off what we are creating,
GM\B i 6 Cambridge 0-2 but to be honest our young side created very lit-
| BRITAIN'S GEREAAL UNION _| ;g antrsi;nn(iuth tle in this match, against big, strong opposition.
LONDON ' 27 Southend Luton Town: Goodchild, Smyth, Pendleton,
October Burrows, Green, Tague, Hanley (Asafu’Adjaye 70
1111 go'rtﬂan][pton mins), S. Sinclair, R. Sinclair (Robinson HT,
> . k) . olchester ; ;
Join Britain’s fastest growing 18 Oxford Fression 70 minslyElang Richanssan,
25 QPR ‘
: 3 November WE WERE away to Portsmouth on Saturday, and
trade union. Phone me on: 1 Gillingham a report will appear in the next matchday maga-
8 Wycombe zine. We are at home this Saturday, to Leyton
15 L. Orient Orient, and kick-off at Luton RFC is at 11am.

0800 731 81 51

22 Southend
29 Northampton

Spectators are welcome, and admission is free.

December
6 Colchester APPEARANCES, as sub in brackets: Smyth
13 Oxford 4, Green 4, Tague 4, Pendleton 4, S. Sinclair 4,
Paul Kenn-y ‘ljgm('f;% Burrows 4, R. Sinclair 3, Richardson 3, Goodchild
/ /{M 17 Gillingham 3, Preston 2(2), Hanley 2, Clark 2, Farrell_ 1, Potter
2k G J&M 24 Wycombe 1, Kelly 1, Field 1, McNaly 1, Asafu’Adjaye 0(3),
31 Brentford Foley 0(1), Robinson 0(1)
Paul Kenny . Februa.ry
GMB London Regional Secretary 7  Brighton Goals: Burrows 4, Preston 1
14 Rushden

GMB - PROTECTING OVER 80,000 PEOPLE AT WORK IN THE LONDON REGION

21 Cambridge
28 Portsmouth
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Mark Kidguay

Log on to Luton Town’'s official web5|te at

www.lutontown.co.ulc




new business environments

interiors design and build

] | ‘ 'All In One Solution' providing services from
7. N | complete commercial property refurbishment

e e : ! | design and build to individual office installation
% Design and Build
) Joinery
| Suspended Ceilings
~ Painting and Decorating

refurbishment
|
\

|
Il
1
|

contracts

; AN | Electrical London

i Carpets and Flooring Midlands

| : Partitioning Soiih Bt
\ Exteriors

Refurbishment

SPONSORS OF THE EXECUTIVE BOXES NET

Tel: 01525 405430 / 840426 Fax: 01525 840095 www.cpcontracts.co.uk
CP Contracts, The old Coach House, 6 Woburn Street, Ampthill, Bedfordshire MK45 2HP
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Dav1d Lloyd Leisure...
Nnow in your town s

B | .7
: Call us on 01582 692046/7 ., st ths,

Special introductory offer on presentation
of this Match Day Programme

Offer available at the Luton Club only. Terms and conditions apply.

O et

www.davidlloydleisure.co.uk



Victory House Chobham Street

Company

\

BEDFORDSHIRE AND LUTON'S COMPANY OF THE YEAR

of the year

The Bedfordshire & Luton
Business Excellence
Awards 2002

GROUP OF COMPANIES

For LTFC Supporters and Corporate Partners
Digital Colour Copier

- linked to network

from as little as £29.95 per week

Plus "FREE" Sharp DVD Player
for each copier ordered

Luton Bedfordshire LU1 3BS
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solutions for the digital age

With The
Luton Town Belles

THE FA Cup draw appeared to have been
unkind to the Town when they were given a
difficult away match against SE. Premier
League outfit Haywards Heath Town. But the
young Belles were not fazed in the least, and
took the lead after five minutes when Sam
Mather found Fay Howell with a through ball
and she controlled her shot well, firing into
the bottom corner. The advantage was dou-
bled Heath after ten minutes, when Michelle
Byrne played a one-two with Fay Howell
before going on to wrong- foot a defender to
shoot too powerfully for the keeper, who
could only push the ball high into the net.
Luton played some neat passing football and
were unlucky not to extend their lead when
Rhiannon Morgan’s shot was well parried by
the keeper and then cleared off the line.

Five minutes before half time captain Kim
Hide extended the lead further, scoring direct
from a 25-yard free kick from near the corner
of the area. With the keeper anticipating a far
post cross she brilliantly curled the ball over
the wall into the near post top corner for her

CLINCHER: Kim Hide slots home to make it 4-1
after Michelle Byrne (grounded) won the ball in a
scramble.

first goal of the season. The 3-0 half- time
lead was richly deserved, fair reward for per-
haps the best half of football produced by a
Belles side to date.

Heath’s anticipated second half onslaught
was repelled by a solid defence superbly
marshalled by Becky Clark, and Heath were
rarely a threat until some slack marking in the
Town defence allowed the home side to pull
a goal back with a well-taken volley from a
corner. Belles bounced straight back and the
hardworking Michelle Byrne forced indeci-
sion in the home defence and in a scramble
poked the ball to Kim Hide who stroked the
ball into the net from 10 yards to seal the tie
at 4-1.

Town’s reward is an early opportunity to
avenge their play-off final defeat, when they
visit Wycombe Wanderers in the next round.
The opening league fixture against Leighton
Linslade saw Town earn a point in a 1-1 away
draw. Several first-half chances went beg-
ging as Luton created the better scoring
opportunities but the home side almost
grabbed the lead on the break and Town were
grateful to keeper Sarah Gaitely for an excel-
lent stop with her legs. Within 30 seconds of
the restart Luton went ahead when Fay
Howell raced to the bye line and player of the
match and debutante Michelle Byrne con-
verted her dangerous cross. With six minutes
left and the points looking safe a glaring
defensive error gifted Leighton the equaliser.
Despite pressing hard Belles were unable to
grab a winner although Kim Hide's injury
time free kick tantalisingly dipped narrowly

over the bar.
Dave Baker

LUTON Belles organises football for girls of all ages, from six upwards. If you want to
know more, or fancy being involved, e-mail Dave Baker at lutonbelles@hotmail.com
The Belles also have a website - pay a visit to www.lutontownbelles.com

Home matches are played at Stockwood Park athletics stadium, under-10 to senior on
Sundays and udner-10 and under-12 mini soccer on Saturdays. Fixtures details can be
found on the website.

www.admiral-group.com
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\_ ] Log on to Luton Town's official website at
www.lutontown.co.uk
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Now in the

Club Shorg
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We are now taking pre-paid

travelextras

dedicated to the independent tvaveller

orders for the new season’s home

and away short sleeve shirts.

]

Childrens YS, YM, YL £29.99 4 T -
LTFC Applique Navy Ladies Long Sleeve Navy St. Georges T-Shirt
Sweatshirt Hooded T-Shirt Adult sizes only

Youths YXL £34.99 Childrens £1950 8, 10,12, 14 £1500 SMLXLXXL  £15.00
Adults:

Adults S, M, L, XL, XXL £39.99 S,M,L,XL,XXL £26.00

Place your order personally
or by post providing full
name and address and
daytime telephone number
using cash or cheque
payable to:

Luton Town Football Club.
(Please include £2.00 p&p for deliveries).

Beige LTFC Sweatshirt
Childrens

Adults: S,M,L,XL,XXL
£10.00

Black Ladies T-Shirt

32, 34, 36, 38 £12.50 Goal Keeper

Gloves £6.00

FOLLOW

) THE HATTERs (DE

KEMILWORTH ROAD o x=

THE WATTERS 4

LUTON TOWN
FOOTBALL CLUB

Club Ties £6.00 Large Football £9.99

Scarves £3.00

Shop online at www.hattérsshop.com a7

46 Email the Club Shop at: clubshop@lutontown.co.uk
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Junior Hatters
With Happy Har

Luton Town

Executive Box Holders

% BILLINGTON
GLAWRENCE

dedicated to the indepe

dent tvavelley

Tel: 01582 545400

G.P. Quoreenton
(Ductwork)

Tel: 01582 882561

Graham’s
Tel: 01582 731199

Wheeler Construction
Co Ltd

Tel: 01707 647508

RED JKITE | 9 Buttles
COMMERCIAL SERVICES hoi
Prsn

Tel: 01525 211441  Tel: 01727 844558

Rob Stringer of

Epic Records ‘wﬂﬁ.

@ VAUXHALL

Tel: 01582 721122

| /2577 Bargad(Electricallisd. |
and N.E.D.

01234 845930 7

01582 591148

FH>Tecls fﬁwn’nf &%.

LIMITED

Tel: 01582 670303

A SAGIN R

Marandon Engineering
Ltd

i Genesis

S | Homes
Tel: 01280 821300

01582 491100

].]. KELLY & SONS LTD

Tel: 01582 455406

d Company
SF e year
rou; s

KEEP PUBLIC
GﬁB SERVICES PUBLIC

Tel: 020 8202 8272

Tel: 01582 458000

FOCUS OI'I: WH Allsop & Sons Ltd

Tel: 01582 490049

Danny &
Elsie Clubb

43 For more information on our executive suites
contact the Commercial Department on 01582 411622

IT'S NICE to be back
home again after two
away games, although
we enjoyed going to
see the Town play
at Nottingham and
Plymouth.
We were able to organ-
ise trips to both
games, and for the
long trip to Home Park
we joined forces with
Town on Tour, and
thank them for their
co-operation. It's the
longest journey of
- the season, and not
surprisingly we could not fill a
Junior Hatters coach by ourselves, but
thanks to ToT we were able to have a good
day out.
We are not sure when we can next enjoy an
awayday excursion, but we have an invita-
tion to go to Ashton Gate when the Town
play Bristol City on November 1. That is tra-
ditionally one of the best Junior Hatters trips
of the season, and we will give you more
information about it nearer the date.
Meanwhile, don’t forget that we also offer a
very good day out for home games as well,
through the Saturday Club.
It kicks off at noon, with Dallow School the
first venue for games, usually including
football, before adjourning to our family
room underneath the Kenilworth Stand for a

sausage and chips lunch, and more enter-
tainment.

The family room is open again during half
time, and then at the end of the match, and
all activities are fully supervised. The price is
a bargain: £6 for Junior Hatters with season
tickets, or £12 including a match ticket.
There are occasional visits to the cinema
and bowling alley, for a small extra charge.

To book for Saturday Club please call 01582
391927 before 12 noon on the Friday before

the match. uappa Mra

VIP PARTY: Pictured before kick-off at the
game against Hartlepool are the match offi-
cials and skippers as they gathered for the
toss of the coin. And with them, getting a
very close look at proceedings, is Aaron
Coleman, 14, who was the Junior Hatters
Mascot. The other young Town fan in the pic-
ture is James Beesley, the afternoon’s com-
mercial mascot.

JUNIOR Hatters membership is open to any boy or girl aged from 0 to 16 who sup-
ports Luton Town, and if you want to know more please contact the Community
Department. There are lots of advantages, including value for money trips to away
games, and the chance to be picked out as mascot at home matches - the choice
is made at random from the membership list. We often also have mascots at away
games, and they are picked out of the hat during the journey. For more information
please call the Junior Hatters headquarters in the Community office, on 01582

391927.

If you would like to join the Junior Hatters 49
call the Football in the Community on 01582 319927



FOOTBALL

¢ Nationwide

Something on your mind?

FA CUP FEVER COURTESY OF NATIONWIDE

An Official Partner of The FA Cup

OFFICIAL
PARTNER

= Nationwide

www.nationwide.co.uk/football

Credil Card Morigages

LTFC in the

Communit

FIRST of all today | would like to thank everybody
who stayed behind after the Hartlepool match to
watch the amputees international match. The
England team won the game 3-0, and overleaf you
can see photographs of the action.

Those who didn’t stay missed the opportunity to see
an overweight Community Officer struggling in goal,
covering for the unavailable England keeper.

| would like to take this opportunity to thank every-
body that made our summer course so successful.
The number of people that attended was by far the
best response we have had so far, and this was in no
small measure due to the fact that we offer the best
product around, supported by appearances of play-
ers. To them | am very grateful for the time they gave
up to assist me. | would also like to thank Mark
Southam and Des Mahoney of Luton Borough
Council for the support, financial and otherwise, to
set up activities.

One of theses activities was the ‘Chillin’ programme
delivered on behalf of Luton Borough Council at
Barnfield College.

The youngsters also spent a day at the ground,
where they had the opportunity to meet Alan
Neilson and Mike Newell, who presented their cer-
tificates and awards for the week. They also enjoyed
the opportunity of a tour of the ground.

THIS summer holiday saw the first activity on the
new FLAG-sponsored MUGA surface at Farley Hill
Junior School. As Farley Hill is a Sports Action Zone
and eligible for grant support from the Sport Action

EVERY ONE A WINNER: The boys and girls who
attended our ‘Chillin’ programme, pictured at
Kenilworth Road. Mike Newell and Alan Neilson

Zone Fund, Des
Mahoney and
Toni - Chivers
were able to pro-
vide financial
support for the &8
project. Thanks 8
to them we will
be able to offer
more subsidised -
events in the area. These will begin with a series of
evening sessions beginning later this month. If you
live on Farley Hill and would like to participate please
call the office on 01582 391927.

I would like to finish today with some excellent
news, | have managed to secure a joint sponsorship
deal from two companies A.M.A. Austin Ltd and GLO
Hire and Sales, and thanks to their generosity both
the Junior Hatters and The Community Department
will be able to benefit. They have also expressed an
interest in discussing a more long-term arrange-
ment, which will benefit us financially and also use
the expertise of their workforce.

Their first offer is to decorate and renovate the
Junior Hatters room. | am grateful to Justin Horne of
A.M.A. Austin and Neon Lane of GLO Hire and Sales
for their support. | would also like to pass on my
thanks to the committee of Trust in Luton for their
assistance in brokering the sponsorship.

We will again be able to Sportsmatch this sponsor-
ship, under which we receive a pound for pound
donation administered by the Institute of Sports
Sponsorships on behalf of the government and
Sport England to boost grass roots sport.

More good news is that our application for
Sportsmatch on the sponsorship earlier this season
from GIS Windows, of Sundon Park, has been
approved and we will be presented with the
Sportsmatch cheque on the pitch at half time

o Stuart Smith
o

SPOR7S

English Federation
of Disablity Sport

are in the back row.
@,
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‘.’!—%Uy HALL
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Coaching From Luton Town
First Team Player
Alan Neilson

on the new Pro Zone 2 at Vauxhall Recreation Club

This is open to children between the ages of 8 and 11 years
old and will run for 10 weeks at a cost of £5 per week.
Dates as follows:

Sept 22nd, 29th. Oct 13th, 27th. Nov 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th
Dec 1st, 8th

A HAT-TRICK hat from Campbell Coe guided England home in a match which demonétr&ted astonish-
ing agility and skill by players who showed how apparently overwhelming physical d;fficuﬁ:tes can ba‘

overcome. Y
England controlled the game throughout and the only blemish was the conceding of a penafty, whmh Gl
was blazed over the crossbar. X « e Ea
The match was warmly received by the crowd and media per- TI : " le

sonnel ~ look out for the match report in December’s Four | nc | N :
Four Two magazine. For chiiaren in confiies
England captain Steve Johnson was delighted with the

team’s performance and with the hospitality of Luton Town | ot

FC, and he would like to bring the team back for another | Lo TomFe

game in the not too distant future. | e S 200

Dear Stuart Smith

On behalf of the AC team and the Sierra Leone Amputee Team, I would like to thank
| you for providing free tickets for the Luton Town v Hartlepool United match, for
| | hosting the exhibition mateh and for providing refreshments. It was an exciting day,
i | and the amputoes cn;oybd every momont of that day! It has most definitely formed

| some positive memories. After the tour they went home with a pride in their step and
| asone of the amputecs said *We are no longer just victims of confliot but
|| ambassadors for peace!”

ITtmay interest you to know that the Play 4 Hope tour was a success. The Siera
Leone Amputee Football Team played in total 6 matches against Southend Amputee
Football Team, Everton Amputee Football Team, the Mini-tournament, and the
international team against Bugland Amputee Foothall Team,

Unfonun‘tely they didn’t win any of the matches. but the purpose of the taur was hot
| about winning but o act as a cutalyst leading to a long-term improvement for the
| ampulee community and disability sports Sierra Leone. The scores were:=

© v Southend Amputces 2:) to Southend

@ v Everton Amputees 3:0 to Everton 1
©  Mink-tournatment won2, lost 2 |
*  Exhibition match 3:0 to England

* v England Amputces 4:1 to England

Once again, thank you so much for your support in helping these young men defy all
odds of survival afer brulnlly losing their limbs at the hands of the rebels In the
i ‘vicious ten-year civil war in Sierra Leone!

| With warm regards,
#%  Julie Tsang

| cicr:
Devclopmem Bxecunvu Sk Hows, Longuorts |

Letter of thanks received from Attian ‘
for Children in Conflict

_ < i)



Chattering

Hatter

WITH his leading scorer suspended and cap-
tain injured and unavailable for anything up to
three months, Town manager Mike Newell was
yesterday looking at possibilities to bring in at
least one new player.

In view of the Town’s circumstances, the
Football League have relaxed their transfer
embargo enough to enable the boss to sign
one player on contract. He can also bring in
one on loan, as a replacement for Courtney
Pitt, who has gone back to Portsmouth for
treatment for an Achilles injury.

Steve Howard completes his two-match sus-
pension this evening, but on Saturday Paul
Hughes will miss the QPR match, serving a
one-game ban.

Howard’s replacement at Plymouth was
Londoner Enoch Showunmi, a 21-year-old tri-
alist we first saw in pre-season games. Lanky
and awkward for defenders to handle, he is a
non-contract player, and put himself about a
bit, to the ire of Plymouth’s players and fans.
He was booked for persistent infringement of
the rules on 27 minutes after tangling with Paul
Wotton, and after a clash of heads with
Graham Coughlan, Plymouth’s other centre-
half, home fans expected — and demanded - a
red card. The ref settled for a long lecture, but
the manager then subbed the striker. The boss
said afterwards that he felt Showunmi did not
have a fair crack of the whip from the officials.
Unattached to any league club after complet-
ing a sports science degree course, Showunmi
could be signed to fill one of the two "vacan-
cies" acknowledged by the Football League.
But with his transfer dealings restricted so
much, the boss has to get any decision exactly
right. The Town are in a situation where the
manager cannot afford to make a mistake
when he chooses recruits — one loan and one
contract is all he can do, with no question of
going for a second option if one doesn’t work
out.

Kevin Nicholls |
is recovering
from a knee ["
operation to |
cure a problem
which had
been bothering
him for some
time. The sur-
gery, eight days ago, went well, but the skipper
could be out of action for between eight and 12
weeks.

Steve Robinson has come through a success-
ful operation to clear up scar tissue from a pre-
vious back injury, and the manager said: "The
signs are that it has done the job."

Lee Mansell has recovered from an ankle liga-
ment injury, and was on the bench at
Plymouth, and Russell Perrett should be in
training this week to complete his recovery
after a groin operation.

The injury to Pitt was a blow to the player and
to the Town, because the boss was delighted at
the way he slotted into the side, and it looked
as though the midfielder’'s loan would be
extended by mutual consent. It was due to end
after the game at Notts County, but Pitt was
injured in the previous match, against
Hartlepool, and until the extent of his injury
absence is known the player will remain with
Portsmouth. He might be available for a nomi-
nal fee. ‘
Rumours continue to abound about other
clubs trying to snatch Town players. Sheffield
Wednesday were turned down when they
offered £150,000 for Steve Howard, with the
striker having the crucial say in that decision.
Ironically, Wednesday then signed Adam
Proudiock from Wolves, who was named by
Joe Kinnear last season as a player he wanted
to bring to Kenilworth Road.

Brian Sain

A full report and pictures of the Plymouth game will

appear in Saturday’s programme.

You can email the programme editor at
brian.swain@btinternet.com

The Second Division

Vale Ridin

BEATEN only once this season, Port Vale come to
Kenilworth Road this evening as league leaders,
and with Brian Horton, one of the best skippers
the Town ever had, proud owner of September’s
manager of the month award.

It is a prize which traditionally sees its recipient
promptly fall from grace, but not so in the case of
53-year-old Horton, who was brought to
Kenilworth Road in the summer of 1981 to cap-
tain the side which won the old Second Division
championship. Midlands-born, his previous clubs
had included Port Vale. He returned to the club as
manager in January 1999.

The former midfielder and inspirational skipper
has survived some rocky times at Vale Park,
including administration and major financial
problems, but this season Vale have hit a purple
patch.

Saturday saw them earn a crucial victory. In third
place, Vale entertained league leaders Barnsley,
and replaced them at the top with a 3-1 victory. It
was Barnsley’s first defeat of the campaign.
Down at the other end of the table Notts County,
given a three-month reprieve by the Football
League to come out of administration, celebrated

High

with their first win of the campaign, 1-0 at
Chesterfield. Paul Bolland’s strike was only the
third league goal County have managed so far
this season. Chesterfield, who are now the only
team in the Second Division withou a win,
replaced County in bottom spot in a table where
one or two results can still make a huge differ-
ence.

The Town’s defeat at Plymouth dropped them to
12th place, but only one win away from the top
four. The weekend’s most astonishing result was
at Hartlepool, where the team who had to go
three down at Kenilworth Road before they start-
ed to play showed a very different side to their
character. They went 4-0 up in the first 31 minutes
against Grimsby, before running out 8-1 winners,
the season’s biggest Second Division win so far.
Paul Robinson, who converted a penalty at
Kenilworth Road, tucked away another as part of
a hat-trick, and the victory sent Hartlepool up
eight places, to fourth.

Promotion favourites Sheffield Wednesday, play-
ing in front of home crowds averaging 23,600 will
be hoping the Town can do them a favour tonight.
Wednesday, including Paul McLaren, let a two-
goal lead slip and had to settle for a point from a
home game with Stockport on Saturday. That left
them second in the table, one of eight teams who
have lost only once in the first seven outings.
Port Vale’s only reverse was 2-0 at Hartlepool
three weeks ago. In their other away games they
beat Grimsby 2-1 and drew 2-2 at Stockport, and
they have a 100 per cent home record, with victo-
ries over Bournemouth, Colchester, Brentford and
Barnsley.

Nationwide League Division Two
HOME AWAY

PWDLFA WDLF A GD Pts
Port Vale ZEs A0 O ORGSR ST SRS S 6
Sheff Wed 72 8 7GR0 N6 3R AR A
Barnsley 702 N O S RSO BT R 5 e AR
Hartlepool A s R el S S T e O
QPR 7 S0 R 0SROU 2RGEE 8 R O
Swindon JoR PRI G R S [ N e S
Plymouth il S Ly B [ B I e
Brighton 7 2 A0 8B SN A6 B SR R
Bristol City ORI O 7 T O RE 3 G SRR R ()
Wrexham (ST R L e e S e S P
Rushden R AR R T h R TR B e PR ) R )
LutonTown 7 2 0175 11246 0 10
Bournemouth 7 0 3 0 4 4 2 02 4 4 0 9
Peterborough 7 0 0 3 4 7 2 205 1 1 8
Colchester e [ R L T [
Grimsby 7 1 1 15 4 1 19 592 6 8
Tranmere ARk e B BT B R R T R
Blackpool 6 3.0 2.4 6 A4 0.9 5 9 -6 7
Oldham TIPS R R
Stockport A N SR N R R S S T
Brentford ST S2 03T 035206816
Wycombe VTSGR S RS 3 SR B G e
NottsCounty 7 0 1 2 13 1 12210 -10 5
Chesterfield 7 0 2 2 25 0 213 6 -6 4

Tonight's Other Second Division Games

Barnsley v Oldham
Bournemouth v Sheffield
Wednesday
Brentford v Blackpool
Brighton v Chesterfield
Bristol City v Tranmere
Grimsby v Swindon
Notts Co v Rushden & D
Peterborough v Plymouth
Stockport v Hartlepool
Wrexham v QPR
Wycombe v Colchester

the latest news, views & interviews call:

CLUB CALL on 09068 121123
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Sat 9 Aug| RUSHDEN & DIAMONDS | D3 Team | H w_ [3-1] 6,878 5 Iwilliamson__|3/0]0/0 A i may i x| [ ZE e 0
Tue 12 Aug YEOVIL TOWN - H w 4-1| 4,337 cc1 L Cable 3/2[0/0 Y il e x| 0
Sat 16 Aul Stockport County W 3-2 A w 2-1| 4,566 1 P Joslin 1/1]0/0 | [] []
Sat 23 Aug GRIMSBY TOWN DiTeam | H L 1-2| 5,827 7 G Cain i1/2j0/0 I [ ] 5
Mon 25 Aug Brighton & Hove Albion DL Team | A L 0-2| 6,604 12 P Crossley 3/111/0 []
Sat 30 Aug HARTLEPOOL UNITED D3Team | H w 3-2] 5,515 6 B Curson 2/1]0/0 =
Sat 6 Sep Notts County L1-2 A D 1-1| 7,505 8 C Webster 3/311/0 [ ]
Sat 13 Sep Plymouth Argyle L12 | A L 1-2| 9,894 12 A Bates 3/1 | 0/0 j0 | CHK)
Tue 16 Se PORT VALE Do-0 | H | 7:45pm D2 £l
sat 20 Sep| Q PARK Do-0 | H | 3:00pm D2 !
Tue 23 Sep Charlton Athletic - A | 8:00pm cc2 i
Sat 27 Sep Oldham Athletic W 2-1 A 3:00pm D2 I
Wed 1 Oct| Swindon Town L1-2 A 7:45pm D2 | |
Mon 6 Oct TRANMERE ROVERS D00 | H | 8:00pm D2 :____ ]
Sat 11 Oct| WYCOMBE WANDERERS wio | H | 3:00pm D2 AR | |
Tue 14 Oct Stevenage Borough - A [ 7:45pm LDVVT1 Tl Bl S o
Sat 18 Oct| Brentford D00 | A | 3:00pm D2 [EIL = = a
Tue 21 Oct, AFC Bournemouth D3 Team | A 7:45pm D2 —_____ |
Sat 25 Oct PETERBOROUGH UNITED L2-3 H 3:00pm D2 L L
Tue 28 Oct - cCc3 r i 2 |
Sat 1 Nov Bristol City D11 | A | 3:00pm D2 P A k 3l a e IS e o 2l telephone 0 atio : e O D D .
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Tue 9 Dec “ LDVVT3 . D i Pa 23 ' also fo 0 e Yo 23 g es and A eports [}
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Fri 26 Dec| Colchester United W 5-0 A 3:00pm D2 - PE pone E 0 e e $ d
Sun 28 Dec NOTTS COUNTY D22 | H | 3:00pm D2 el o also enia s - Yo ! : =4 ; e 2 3 |
Sat3Jan| BRIGHTON & HOVE ALBION | DiTeam | H | 3:00pm D2 > (¢ =S 5 cightde G s H ST S = g J
Sat 10 Jan Rushden & Diamonds D3 Team [ A 3:00pm D2 d e ppe e E 0 e pe g 9 ]e =Ty D 2 ans b g g g i
Sat 17 Jan| __ STOCKPORT COUNTY 011 | H [ 3:00pm D2 anager | e Newe an be heard o 2 8 e day before ea - v s s la [
Sat 24 Jan Grimsby Town D1 Team | A 3:00pm D2 & | |
Sat 31 Jan Hartlepool United D3 Team | A 3:00pm D2 e pre = & e 1ale D and e E E Da D e e z | |
Sat 7 Feb COLCHESTER UNITED L1-2 H | 3:00pm D2 25 aame to refle 5 e 3 5
Sat 14 Feb Wycombe Wanderers W 2-1 A 3:00pm D2 [ ]
Sat 21 Feb BRENTFORD Lo-1 | H | 3:00pm D2 € natle playe€ 2150 Ted e nea £ e : pLall d 3 = ee S = |
Sat 28 Feb) Peterborough United D 1-1 A 3:00pm D2 B a3 0 B g hers of sta ||
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Sat 6 Mar| Barnsley w32 | A [ 3:00pm D2 > = A < PO 0 O omeé anda awa
Sat 13 Mar BLACKPOOL L1-3 H | 3:00pm D2 3 0 ' g ge D a game, ge o a phone —
Tue 16 Mar| Port Vale w21 A 7:45pm D2 ]
Sat 20 Mar PLYMOUTH ARGYLE W10 | H | 3:00pm D2 ' : 5 ; Jing b u $ALE e H 0 aKe ]
Sat 27 Mar| Queens Park Rangers L 0-2 A | 3:00pm D2 elp b ::
Sat 3 Apr OLDHAM ATHLETIC D 0-0 H 3:00pm D2 Sl |
Sat 10 Apr| Tranmere Rovers W31 A 3:00pm D2 | 1
Mon 12 Apr SWINDON TOWN w3-0 H 3:00pm D2 L. _:
Sat 17 Apr. BRISTOL CITY D2-2 H 3:00pm D2 Lo a D bOp pe &
Sat 24 Aprl Wrexham D3 Team | A 3:00pm D2 _—
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Sat 8 May| Chesterfield L1-2 A 3:00pm D2 _ _
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1 (S)cored 0 (M)issed = 100% Success Highest Home 6,878 Total 2003/2004 Apps| 8 | 0 6 | 8 7,452 715 6 1 0] o0
23 Aug K.Nicholls (S) Average Home 5,639 Total 2003/2004 Goals| 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 0
Lowest Home 4,337 |@ Substitute (Unused) gE E| 4 2 3 | 0} 0 | 0| 5 I
Highest Away 9,894 ([ Single Yellow Card| 1 0 0 2 [ 3 1 i) 1 1 1 i
Potential Cup Dates Average Away 7,142 (O First YC leading toRC| 0 | O 0/ o0]0O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
CC: Rd4 2Dec/Rd 5 16Dec/SF 20Jan & 27Jan/F 29Feb Lowest Away 4,566 |@ Second YC = RCY 0 0 0 0 0 U 0 : G Q o 0 0 0 0 0 0
LDWVT: Area SF 20Jan/Area F 10Feb & 24Feb/F 28Mar Key [] Straight Red Card|i" 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
FAC: Rd3 3Jan/Rd4 24)an/RdS 14Feb/Rd6 6Mar/SF 4Apr/F 22May X Substituted 1 Goal Total LTFC Career Apps| 12 | 0 44 | 12 | 83 170 | 36 | 43 | 52 266| 87 | 71| 6 70| 2 |47 ] 2 |35 1
SUS _suspended Total LTFC Career Goals| 0 | 0 115 147 202 204 213 C:D 12|/ 6 | 1 [10[ 0607 0
o ; . Squad Number| 47 | 33 3 [a112] 8 [21[1418[44[ 7 [38[32 9 [19[34[25] 16 -
Luton Town FC Statistics Chart designed and updated by David Newman Position! Goalkeepers Defend: Midfielders Forwards -

Log on to Luton Town's official website at i For the latest news, views & interviews call:
www.lutontown.co.uk : CLUB CALL on 09068 121123
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— jown Hatter Travel!

Luton-based Travel Extras
is proud to be the official
shirt sponsor for Luton Town
Football Club, offering
great deals to football fans
- home and away. What'’s
more, if you book any
product from Travel Extras’
vast range, we will give 10%
of EVERY booking straight
o backto the club!

¢ How does the deal work?
Travel Extras will not compromise

its’ already unbeatable prices for Ray Mulford, Travel Extras Group Managing Director with Chris Coyne

hO"de Travel. We will continue to offer fantastic  and Kevin Nicholls wearing the new Luton Town home and away strips

Tavellr wit @ i portiolio of Car Rontahtiotels | 1 SIGNUP FORGREAT )
! HATTERS TRAVEL OFFERS!

and accommodation, Travel Insurance, UK Airport
Parking or VIP- style airport lounges.

This means that we have not added 10% onto our
prices to compensate for the deal-we want to
make sure that the club gets as much benefit as
possible to take the Hatters forward.

Fancy New York for shopping or Paris in the
springtime? Travel Extras can offer great deals
on any worldwide destination.

Simply register for fantastic up to the minute
and on the ball Special offers! Just visit

\ Www.travelextras.com/ltfc for more details! 1 )

°s How do | get involved?

® e

*° Continue to support your club! Travel \
To take advantage of Travel Exiras' super | fé‘xafff
Hatters deals, simply call your dedicated for 10 days

European

Hatters Travel Advisors on 08707 27.37 27 or visit A U

www.travelexiras.com/itic _ ‘
: : Worldwide UK airport
What's more, our fantastic deals are for business or \ Kotel vates »ﬁ) A
pleasure, sunshine or snow; offering a competitive EEDSW;FPV\! mﬁr day!
Tntvoducing VIP Aivport
lounges from JUST L12.95!

price all year round.
Relax in style and comfort

with food and drink supplied! i

Group Managing Director, Ray Mulford said: “Many
of our staff are Hatters Fans and are getting behind
the Club. Now is your chance to getinvolved and
have a great holiday af the same timel"

# 1T MR e

08707 27 37 27, fravelexiras

i'r qvelextras.co m / "-fc dedicated to the mdependent traveller
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