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ON THE BENCH WITH

Barry

Tonight I am delighted to be able to welcome
officials, players and supporters of Luton Town to
London Road after big changes in the Kenilworth
Road set-up during the summer when Mike
Watson-Challis took over as chairman from CIliff
Bassett and Ricky Hill returned to the Hatters as
manager.

Ricky is a Hatters legend and I know he will
do an excellent job and, with thé enthusiastic
backing of his chairman and new board, make
Luton Town a force to contend with in the Second
Division. We will see them here at London Road
in league action during January but tonight’s test
is different as both sides will want to progress to
the second round of the Worthington Cup and,
hopefully, earn the chance of a meeting with one
of the big clubs that come into the competition at
the later stage.

The onus is on us to produce a first winning
display at London Road this season after a couple
of draws and with the disappointing defeat against
Swansea City sandwiched between. On Saturday,
just as against Bristol Rovers in last month’s open-
ing game here, we had to be content with a point
after taking the lead.

Facing Bury our first touch let us down badly.
The opening 45 minutes produced some tremen-
dous attacking football with real end to end enter-
tainment and we deservedly took the lead with a
great move involving Ritchie Hanlon and Andy
Clarke before a calm finish from Francis Green.
There were chanees to go further ahead, Clarke
was through wide after Jon Cullen’s excellent pass
but his first touch was not good enough and David
Farrell suffered the same problem just after.

We needed that second goal because Bury are
a good side and one full of experience and confi-
dence. They ground out a result in the end and
from a Posh point of view this is not good enough
at home and we only have ourselves to blame. The
Bury equaliser should have been prevented after

Fry

we watched them several times and did our home-

work, telling the players what to expect. But after
conceding an un-necessary corner, we also failed
to pick-up Darren Bullock when he headed it in.
As we have one or two knocks from Saturday
there will probably be changes tonight which will
give some of the other lads the chance of 90 min-
utes as we make use of the full squad - just as we
did at Kenilworth Road in the first leg. Although
finishing without a goal being scored, this was a
good attacking game and after coming through
strongly in the second half we must try to carry on

where we left off. g

Enjoy the game!

_

M So what is going on in Division Two with
all these away wins? Over the two-day Bank
Holiday programme, 12 out of 18 games
resulted in away victories including
Swansea’s first win of the season over Posh
here at London Road and Bristol Rovers’
6-2 mauling of Brentford. It just seems that
in the higher division there is more opportu-

EDWIN OVERLAND

get the ball past one of my all-time star
pupils. In 32 years of teaching and coaching
Junior football teams only one pupil ever
made it through to the professional ranks -
and he is playing in goal for Luton tonight.
Mark Ovendale who made some outstanding
saves in the second half of the first leg a
fortnight ago signed for Luton in the sum-

nity to play football, more
available space, and away
from home any team with
space and quality has the
chance of hitting the opposi-
tion on the break. The perfect
example of what can be
achieved was of course
superbly demonstrated by Posh
at Boundary Park with David
Farrell twice supplying pin-
point crosses after out-strip-
ping the Oldham defence.
Andy Clarke and Francis
Green did the rest.

B What on earth was the refer-
ee thinking about in the match

Edwin Overland
BBC Radio
Cambridgeshire’s
voice of Posh

mer for £425,000. I remember
him as a versatile 10 year old,
very athletic and a good all-
round sportsman. Little did I
realise that one day he would
'be worth the best part of half
a million otherwise I would
have volunteeréd to be his
agent!

B Mark, who will be 27 in
November, began his career
with local village team
Leverington before joining
Wisbech Town FC. After a
spell at Northampton Town he
then joined Barry Town in the
Welsh League where he creat-

against Swansea? Adam Drury
giving away a penalty? Whatever next? It is
a bit like the Queen Mum slapping an inno-
cent bystander around the face with her
handbag or Kirsty Young playing Rugby
League or ‘Peter Burrow’ chasing ‘Mister
Posh’ out of the ground. Things like that'do
not happen, do they?

B Posh are overdue a cup run but if they are
to reach round two of this year’s
Worthington Cup competition they have to

ed a record for the number of

consecutive clean sheets. After three years
with the Welsh side which included
European action. Mark moved back over
here with Bournemouth and following two

. years with the South Coast side he moved
nearer to his home town of Wisbech with his
July transfer to Kenilworth Road. Dad Brian
will be in the crowd tonight but mother Janet
may not be - after seeing him once sent off
in a European cup tie in Budapest she gets
very nervous watching him!
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WELCOMETO

Luton Town will be looking for a win
this evening to establish some consisten-
cy in their play after kicking off the
League campaign with a mixed bag of
results. The Hatters suffered defeat in the
opening two matches of the season but
supporters will no doubt have faith in old
favourite Ricky Hill, now in the manage-
rial hot-seat.

The Worthington Cup first round first
leg meeting between Posh and Luton
Town at Kenilworth Road ended goal-
less, despite both sides creating goal
scoring opportunities. Francis Green went
close late on but his shot was saved by
record signing Mark Ovendale in the
Hatters goal.

Andrew Fotiadis almost opened his
side’s account in the first half when his
diving header flew agonizingly wide of
the upright. And Spring had the ball in
the back of the net in the 54th minute,
but his effort was ruled out for offside.

Town have seen a handful of players
come and go during the summer, most
notably goalkeeper Ovendale who was
signed from AFC Bournemouth for a club
record £425,000 fee. The Luton Town
board made money available to spend -
after Gary Doherty left for Tottenham
Hotspur at the back end of last season for
£1million.

Mark Stein is now in his second spell
with the club, hav'ing arrived from Dean
Court along with Ovendale after he was
available on a free transfer. Peter Holmes
and Dean Brennan were also snapped up
from Sheffield Wednesday’s youth squad
on free transfers. Prolific marksman Phil
Gray left for Burnley in the close season
under the Bosman ruling, and Michael
Mclndoe joined Conference side
Hereford United also on a free.

-y
h
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The 2000-2001 Luton Town squad
facing the camera. Back row (from
left to right): Andre Scarlett, Mark
Stein, Alex Minton, Dean Standen,
Stuart Douglas, Peter Holmes,
Stuart Fraser. Middle row:
Emmerson Boyce, Paul McLaren,
Jude Stirling, James Ayres, Scott
Ward, Nathan Abbey, Tresor
Kandol, Andrew Fotiadis, Matthew
Taylor, Dean Brennan. Front row:
Gavin McGowan, Liam George,
Marvin Johnson, Ricky Hill
(Manager), Chris Ramsey
(Assistant manager), Matthew
Spring, Adam Locke, Julian Watts.
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Who’s whe for the Haltters

LIAM GEORGE

(2nd Feb 1979, 5ft ins, 11st
41bs) Front man with pace
and nimble footwork who
came through the ranks after
joining as a schoolboy. A
member of the Republic of
Ireland squad tlrat progressed
to the European Youth
Championships in 1988.
Completed his first full season
last year after injury, and was
Town’s leading scorer.

PETER HOLMES
(18th Nov 1980, 5ft 10ins,
10st) One of Hill’s first

signings and another player
plucked from the Sheffield
Wednesday youth squad. A
product of the FA’s School of
Excellence in the same year as
Michael Owen and a two foot-
ed midfielder who adds an
extra dimension to the

centre of midfield.

MARVIN JOHNSON

(29th Oct 1968, 6ft lins, 13st)
Defender who is the longest
serving player at Kenilworth
Road and is in his 13th season
as a first team regular with
Luton Town, his only club.
Skipper of the team, he joined
the Hatters as a schoolboy
and has made over 400
appearances, scoring nine
goals.

ADAM LOCKE

(20th Aug 1970, 5ft 11ins, 12st
7lbs) Well travelled midfielder
who joined Luton on a free
transfer from Bristol City last
summer. Began as a YTS boy
with his local club Crystal
Palace but could not get into
the first team and moved to
Southend United before spells
at Colchester United and
Bristol City.

PAUL McLAREN

(17th Nov 1976, 6ft lins, 13st)
Midfielder who was offered
professional terms while still
only 17 years of age. A force-
ful player who is always ready
to back up attacks and soon
became a regular in the side
after his 1994 debut.

MARK OVENDALE

(22nd Nov 1973, 6ft 2ins, 13st
10Ibs) Goalkeeper who
arrived from AFC
Bournemouth in the summer
for a substantial fee after
having previously played for
Wisbech Town, Northampton
Town and Barry Town. The
26 year-old was immediately
given the number one shirt
and has quickly settled in at
Kenilworth Road.

MATTHEW SPRING

(17th Nov 1979, 5ft 1lins, 11st
7lbs) Competitive midfielder
who was the driving force in
the Luton side which reached
the FA Youth Cup semi-finals
in 1997. Made his League
debut when he was 17 and
has made over 120 appear-
ances for the Hatters. Opened
his 2000-2001 season Town
account with a penalty kick in
the 1-0 home success over
AFC Bournemouth 10 days
ago.

MARK STEIN

(28th Jan 1966, 5ft Sins, 11st
7lbs) Crowd pleasing striker
who returned to Luton Town
nearly 20 years after joining
as a schoolboy. Brother of
Brian, another noted Luton
striker, he enjoyed four years
at Kenilworth Road, winning
the League Cup in 1988. The
South Africa born forward
furthered his career at QPR,
Oxford United, Stoke City,
Chelsea and AFC
Bournemouth. Poised to join
Swansea City this summer
but responded to a call from
his old team-mate Hill.

MATTHEW TAYLOR

(27th Nov 1981, 5ft 10ins, 11st
81bs) Young wing-back who
came through the ranks and
was given his chance at the
age of 17. Settled in immedi-
ately and became a regular in
the team, gaining over 50
appearances and five goals.

JULIAN WATTS

(17th Mar 1971, 6ft 2ins, 13st
6lbs) Reliable defender who
played‘a major part in
Luton’s receivership restric-
tions last term by joining on a
free transfer from Bristol City
where he was out of favour.
Started his League career at
Rotherham United where he
enjoyed his first taste of
league football before moving
to Sheffield Wednesday and
Leicester City. He went on to
Ashton Gate in 1998.

'LUTON TOWN.
FOOTBALL CLUB
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TCH SPONSOR
Welcome back 1o PDH

Peterborough United welcome back
Peterborough Driver Hire Limited as our
Match Sponsors this evening following last
season’s successful sponsorship for the game
against Rochdale in April.

PDH was founded five years ago by Mark
Woodcock and has developed into the area’s
market leader for supplying Class One drivers
to the transport industry.

They are currently based at Workspace
House, Maxwell Road in Woodston,
Peterborough, and also at Imperial House,
Leicester. PDH focus solely on supplying
experienced drivers backed by experienced
transport office staff who fully understand
customer requirements.

We extend a warm welcome to PDH and
their guests representing many leading trans-
port companies. The match ball will be hand-
ed to referee Uriah Rennie by Mark
Woodcock and Ralph Addison and after the
final whistle Mark will be at the pitch side to
present the Posh ‘Man of the Match’ award.

Season Tickets an
even bigger bargain!
The cost of a-Posh season ticket comes as
matches progress and still offer tremendous
value. Season tickets valid from the" next
home league game against Reading on
Saturday 16th September cost: Executive 200
Club £434-80 (adult), £217-40 (child);
Centre Main Stand and Thomas Cook Stand

13£260-80; Main Stand Wing _and

Enclosures £208-60; London Road terrace
£174. Senior citizen and child (seats or stand-
ing) £87. All inquiries to the London Road
main office, open Monday to Friday 9am to
Spm.

Ralph’s daughter Sian, our mascot
tonight, celebrates her ninth birthday this
week and is a great soccer fan, helping her
father who runs one of the Netherton junior
sides. 2

To be an official Posh mascot is a great’
thrill for any youngster and for all the infor-
mation about what the day includes, avail-
ability and costs contact Margaret Poole at
London Road on 01733-563947.




Posh lads
head for
Evertfon
clash

A team of Posh supporters representing
the club in a new Worthington Fives tourna-
ment have reached the second round and face
a clash with Everton on Sunday 24th
September at the Powerleague Soccer Centre
in Nottingham. :

The Worthington Fives is the first amateur
tournament to give fans the chance to repre-
sent their chosen professional club in a
national five-a-side competition. All 92
Carling Premiership and Football League
clubs are represented in the tournament and
the first round draw mirrored that of the actu-
al Worthington Cup.

Steve Paling, Stewart Paling, Lee Darcy,
Richard Marriott, Graham Marriott, Andrew
Bradley and Luke Charlotte formed the team
which went through to the second round
receiving a bye when scheduled opponents
Luton Town failed to turn up.

However, it was not a wasted day for the
Posh lads who took part in a round robin tour-
nament which they won earning the right to
face a Worthington Masters team of ex-pro-
fessionals which included Kerry Dixon,
Kenny Sansom, Paul Allen, Clive Walker,
Mickey Hazzard and Bob Boulder. The
Peterborough Five produced a great perfor-
mance to beat the Masters 3-1.

In the round robin event Posh won their
group including Fulham, Kidderminster
Harriers, Oxford United and Cheltenham
Town before defeating Cambridge United in

IT'S A FAN THING

the semi-final and Bristol Rovers in the
decider. And just to prove it was no fluke,
Posh defeated Exeter City to win a second
tournament also involving Kidderminster
Harriers, Millwall, Portsmouth and
Gillingham.

The Worthington Fives final will be
played as a curtain raiser to the Worthington
Cup Final in February with the winners
scooping an all-expenses paid trip to a top
European game.

Posh Worthington Cup five team line-up
at London Road sporting their new strip.
Top row: (left to right) Steve Paling,
Richard Marriott, Andrew Bradley
Bottom row: Lee Darcy, Graham
Marriott, Stewart Paling.

 Supporiters’ Club

By the end of tonight’s game the prospect
of meeting a Premier League club in the
Worthington Cup will only be a ‘ball out of a
hat” away for ourselves or Luton. Both the
Worthington Cup and the FA Cup give lower
division sides the opportunity of generating
much needed cash when drawn against
Premiership opposition. Let’s hope tonight’s
result will see the Posh in this week’s second
round draw and a big name club at London
Road later this month.

Supporters’ Club committee member
Tony Broughton runs the away travel pro-
gramme. Coaches are provided by C&G
Coaches of Chatteris and are all non-smok-
ing, and for journeys over two hours coaches
have toilet facilities. Departure from London
Road is timed so to arrive at our destination at
least an hour before kick-off, allowing time
for a pie and a pint (alcohol is strictly forbid-
den on the coach).

Tony will be happy to arrange for you to
be picked up en route, providing of course
your pick up point is on the way! For exam-
ple, for the Stoke City match on September
Oth, the coach will pick up at Oundle &
Thrapston Services prior to joining the M6
via the Al4 (please ring Tony on .,({)_,_.1733

REVIEW

756760 after 6pm to arrange any meeting
points). Regular travellers can qualify for a
free trip to Swindon Town at the end of the
campaign if you travel with us at least 10
times during the season.

Travel is open to all supporters, although
Supporters’ Club members get a saving of
£1.50 on all trips, and accompanied Junior
Posh members also travel at the reduced fare.
Away trips can be booked during normal
opening hours in the Posh Club Shop and
credit card bookings can be made by tele-
phoning 01733 319666. Please remember to
quote your Supporters’ Club/Junior Posh
membership number to get your discount of
£1.50. Tony is always in the Club Shop on
match days from Ipm on :Saturday’s and
6.15pm midweek matchdays to take yours
bookings or answer any queries.

Forthcoming away travel:

Stoke City, Saturday 9th September, depart:
11am, Members: £7.50, Non-members: £9
Wigan Athletic, Tuesday 12th September,
depart 3pm. Members: £10, Non-members:
£11.50.

Wycombe Wanderers, Saturday 23rd
September, depart 11.30am. Members: £7,
Non-members: £8.50.

- Player of the Month”
- Francis Green is the new season’s first winner of the[
f Supporters’ Club ¢ Player of the Month’ award after top-
ping the vatmg for August and will be presented with a bot-




TEAMS UPDATE

‘1 MARK TYLER _t  MARK OVENDALE 1
2 DEAN HOOPER _ 1 GAVIN MCGOWAN 2
3 ADAM DRURY __|  MATTHEW SPRING 4
4 RICHARD SCOTT’ _ | JULIAN WATTS ]
9 SIMON REA _ | MARVIN JOHNSON 6
6 ANDY EDWARDS _ | PAUL MCLAREN 8
7 DAVID FARRELL __|  STUART DOUGLAS 9
8 DAVID OLDFIELD _ | MARK STEIN 10
9 ANDY CLARKE _|  LIAM GEORGE n
10 JASON LEE _ | ADAM LOCKE 12
11 JON CULLEN _|  STUART FRASER 3
12 MATTHEW Gill _ | ANDREW FoTIADIS 17}
13 DAN CONNOR (GK] _ | MATTHEW TAYLOR 11
14 FRANCIS GREEN _ | NATHAN ABBEY 16
15 DANIEL MURRAY _ | EMMERSON BOYCE 17
16 MATTHEW HANN __|  TRESOR KANDOL 18
18 RITCHIE HANLON _ |  JAMES AYRES 19
19 GARETH JELLEYMAN __ | PETER HOLMES 20
20 TONY SHIELDS _|  ANDRE SCARLETT 21
21 HOWARD FORINTON _|  DEAN BRENNAN 22
22 GRANT HALEY _|  JUDE STIRLING 23
23 HELGI DANIELSSON _|  SCOTT WARD (GK) 24
24 DANIEL FRENCH _ | DEAN STANDEN 25
25 RICHARD FORSYTH _ | FRIEDRICH BREITENFELDER 26
27 GUY WHITTINGHAM |  TOMMY CARTER 27

REFEREE: URIAH RENNIE
TONIGHT’S ASSISTANT REFEREES:

OFFICIALS bp. DEADMAN (req) M.C. DEXTER (Yellow)
STANDBY OFFICIAL: G.R.YOUNG

Worthing0”, 1 TS A FAN THING
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