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Front cover:
-~ Year of the
youngsters —

A L W."® Gary Doherty,
S g {1 Oneof several
young stars who
made tremendous
progress in 1999, and who may
make it a very happy new year for
Luton Town. And that is what we
wish everyone today.
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Brian Swain reports

THE FINAL home game of the
century was not quite one to
remember, but at least the Town
came back from two consecutive 3-0
defeats to earn a point, and our goal
was a real gem. Adam Locke's
carefully-flighted shot into the top
corner was the one moment of real
quality on a Boxing Day match that
promised more than it delivered.
Emmerson Boyce and Tony Thorpe
were restored to the team after the
FA Cup defeat, and while Boyce had
a good match, Thorpe seemed to be
showing the effects of the stalemated
negotiations about his transfer. With
no decent service to speak of, his
final appearance in his third spell
with us spluttered out, and he was
subbed, to allow Phil Gray to return
after injury. Within 48 hours Thorpe
was not only back at Bristol City - he
went on as a sub against us on
Tuesday.

Matthew Spring, despite suffering
the after-effects of flu, forced a good
early save from Carl Muggleton, but
with both teams looking anxious and
mistake-prone, Locke's second goal
of the season, in the 38th minute,
was a moment of rare quality. He was
playing after accepting anoher two-
month contract.

Bottom of the table, and about to
break a club record of 19 games
without a win, Chesterfield roused
themselves after the break, and
equalised through David Reeves with
16 minutes to go. After that either
side might have nicked it, with Gray
shooting well wide twice, and Steve
Blatherwick denied a late winner
when Locke cleared his header, via
the underside of the bar.

Visiting manager John Duncan
complained of indecisive defending
that led to Locke's opportunity, and
claimed that it should have been 0-0
at half-time, which would have been
a platform for his side to win for the
first time since September.

Lennie Lawrence was more realistic.
"We could have won, but could
equally have lost it. We were on top
in the first half, and got pushed back
in the second. We have come into
this off the back of two 3-0
whackings. You would love to think
that because it is Chesterfield you
would go out and win 4-0 in a display
of wonderful attacking football. I'm
afraid football is not like that, It would
have been nice to win 1-0, but at
least we have stopped the rot.

"We have defended soundly but we
didn't do enough at the front. When
teams have a go, as they usually do
after we go ahead, we should catch
them on the break and slaughter
them, but we haven't been doing that
in recent weeks."

Match Details

Luton Town: Abbey, Boyce,
Watts, Doherty, Johnson, George,
Locke, Douglas, Spring (McLaren
73 mins), Thorpe (Gray 74 mins),
Taylor. Unused subs: Fraser,
Fotiadis, Tate.

Booked: Adam Locke, 35 mins,
foul on Ryan Williams.
Chesterfield: Muggleton, Hewitt,
Breckin, Blatherwick, Beaumont,
Galloway, Curtis, Williams,
Howard (Willis 74 mins), Reeves,
D'Auria (Wilkinson 41 mins).

The goals: 1-0 38 mins -
Chesterfield make a hash of
clearing a Matthew Taylor corner,
and Adam Locke takes possession
and from the edge of the area,
inside left position, curls a sweet
shot over everyone into the far top
corner; 1-1 74 mins - Chris
Beaumont chips a delightful pass
over the Town defence for David
Reeves to collect and hammer in a
close-range goal.

Referee: Philip Joslin, Newark
Attendance: 5,870, with only a
small contingent of visiting fans.

For all the latest news, views and interviews call

CLUBCALL - 09068 I2l I23
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AFTER losing four consecutive away
matches in the league, Lennie
Lawrence fielded a new formation at
Ashton Gate, and demanded a more
solid defensive show. He got it, and
only a post stopped the Town coming
home with the perfect finale to 1999.
Alan White has been recalled from his
loan at Colchester following Efe Sodje's
Nigerian squad selection, and the
defender lined up in midfield, as a kind
of "front sweeper." The scheme to
tighten up at the back sacrificed an
attacker - Liam George was on the
bench - but it worked, with Bristol City
rarely looking like scoring, despite an
aerial threat and succession of crosses
into the Town penalty area.

Qur first 0-0 since the opening day of
the season was the least the Town
deserved for a performance which
concentrated hardest on keeping a rare
clean sheet. And the classic away
formation, looking to feed Phil Gray and
Stuart Douglas on the break, could
have brought victory, because the
major threats to goal came from the
Town.

Douglas made an early chance for Gray,
whose first touch was too strong,
enabling the keeper to smother the
danger in a one-on-one and after Julian
Watts had cleared off the line from Peter
Beadle's header, the Town roared back
with Matthew Taylor cracking a
thundering drive against a post.
Heartbreakingly, the ball somehow
rebounded off the inside of the upright
and back into play, and relieved City
cleared their lines.

City's second-biggest crowd of the
season - only the local derby against
Rovers attracted more - was getting
more and more frustrated as their team
struggled painfully to find a way
through the Town, and there was a
touch of pathos as manager Tony Pulis
sought a match-wining change. After
two substitutions were made at half
time, Tony Thorpe, the striker who was
on loan with us until Boxing Day, was
sent on for the last 27 minutes. He
arrived just in time to see Gray hit a
clean 20-yard drive which Billy Mercer
saved acrobatically.
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Not surprisingly, in view of the
uncertainty over his future, Thorpe
made as much impression against us as
he had done for us against Chesterfield.
And although Beadle forced a good
save out of Nathan Abbey, the Town
might have had the telling last word in
the final minute, but sub Andrew
Fotiadis, still seeking match sharpness,
shot wide of the far post after his pace
had taken him into space in the inside
left position.

Lawrence was well pleased with the
professionalism the whole team
displayed, so much better than the
surrender jobs at Cambridge and
Colchester. He is concerned about the
lack of points from away games, but the
team he put out on Tuesday was
designed for a specific job. For today,
he said, we can expect a more attacking
formation. City manager Tony Pulis
conceded that the Town had created
the better chances on the break, and
commented mournfully that his men
had found it difficult facing four centre-
halves.

Some of the locals were not best
pleased to note that one of them was
Julian Watts, a City discard, who shared
man of the match honours with Gary
Doherty, Marvin Johnson and White.

Match Details

Luton Town: Abbey, Boyce, Watts,
Doherty, Johnson, White, Locke,
Douglas (Fotiadis 83 mins), Spring,
Gray, Taylor. Unused subs: Fraser,
George, Scarlett, Tate.

Booked: No-one.

Bristol City: Mercer, Bell, Taylor,
Tinnion, Mortimer, Hutchings
(Tistimetanu HT), Torpey (Thorpe
63 mins), Beadle, Lavin (Murray
HT). Millen, Black. Unused subs:
Holland, Phillips.

Booked: Shaun Taylor, 13 mins,
foul on Phil Gray; Gerard Lavin, 39
mins, foul on Matthew Taylor.
Referee: Mike Ryan, Preston.
Attendance: 11,832, including
about 450 Town fans.
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Lenme Lawrence

WELCOME back to
Kenilworth Road for the first
game of the new year. | hope
the holiday was everything
you wanted it to be, and
while we might be a touch
disappointed that our two
Christmas games brought
only two points, | think the results against
Chesterfield and Bristol City were impartant.

We had been wobbling a bit before Christmas,
and our dressing room talk was about putting
things right after two 3-0 defeats in a row. The
performance at Colchester was not good enough,
and against Fulham a class side punished us for
mistakes. The lesson was obvious - cut out the
mistakes, and defend properly.

We stopped the rot against Chesterfield, and were
disappointed not to build on the first goal, but as
so often in situations like that Chesterfield
responded to their manager's pleadings, and
opened up. Our failure was in not catching them
on the break, but even so that game went some
way to putting things right after the previous two
matches.

At Bristol on Tuesday we took another big step
forward. We were up against a team which had
just lost at Brentford, but was unbeaten in its
previous seven league outings. Bristol City
wanted to put on a show for the home fans, and
we were determined not to be lambs for the
slaughter. We asked the players for another solid,
professional performance, and we got it. | picked
the team to do the job on the day, with Alan White
brought back from his loan to play as a defensive
midfielder.

We restricted City to very few chances, and our
passing opened them up to such an extent that
we might well have won - we created more
scoring opportunities, and it was a pity we could
not covert any of them. Matthew Taylor as
dreadfully unlucky with a shot which hit the inside
of a post, but still failed to go into the net.

White, incidentally, has been brought back from
his loan at Colchester having been sharpened up
by first team foothall there. One reason for his
return is that Efe Sodje has been included in the
final squad for Nigeria, in the African Nations Cup.

ihelVManager,
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We don't know how long we will be without him,
but the year has ended with others returning after
injury, which gives me as manager more options
than | have had for some time.

Phil Gray and Andrew Fotiadis are back in the
squad, but Tony Thorpe has gone back to Ashton
Gate - one of 47 players in the squad listed in their
programme! - because we were unable to
conclude a deal to bring him back here
permanently.

Today, as we welcome Scunthorpe and their
supporters, | think we are set fair after a very
strange year in 1999. We started the year poorly,
and things were not helped when the club had no
leadership for a spell. Then came receivership,
but that galvanised everyone, supporters as well
as those of us within the club.

| suspect results early this season surprised a few
people, and it was encouraging to see the players
respond to demands that home results must be
much better than they were the previous season.
That has been achieved - only one home defeat in
the league to the turn of the year is promotion
form. Unfortunately, we could not match it in
away games, and we are still concerned about
that.

We had an enjoyable cup run in which we made a
little money, were seen on live TV twice, and
played five games before tasting defeat. But the
manner in which we were knocked out, in a replay
at home, was disappointing. However, after that,
we steadied the ship with useful performances in
our last two games of the year.

Some of the young players made enormous
progress in 1999, and that gives the greatest
satisfaction. | want to see this team develop and
grow, although obviously financial considerations
might come into the equation.

| would like this squad to stay together until the
end of the season, and then we can see where we
are, financially and in football terms. After a
difficult old year, we have every reason to be
hopeful about the new one. | hope all of us, on
and off the field alike, have football to enjoy in the
new millennium. Happy New Year to you all.

Ltimisie Lartsnt

For all the latest news, views and interviews call
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Today’s Referee

ONE of the Football League's most experienced
officials is this afternoon's referee. Clive Wilkes, a
car trader from Gloucestershire, completes a
decade as a League referee at the end of this
season. He had charge of two of our games last
season, both of which we won - Oxford away
and Coventry at home in the Worthington Cup.

Mr Wilkes took up the whistle in parks football
just over 25 years ago, and reached the Football
League as a linesman within ten years, via the
Gloucestershire County and West Midlands
Regional Leagues.

He has been a good servant to the League, being
chosen to referee play-off games in 1995, 1997,
1998 and 1999. He was in charge at Wembley for
last season's Auto Windscreens Shield final.

Away from football, his hobbies are martial arts,
all sports, and conservation.

TOWN

TEASER

OUR "Town Trivia" quiz
offers a free prize to another
supporter today. Before the
game the PA announcer will
ask the latest Town Teaser. If
you know the answer, listen

for your chance to have a
go.

Who scored our goal
when Everton luckily
beat us 2-1 in the FA
Cup semi-final of
1985?

THE QUESTION

HattersiR RS

APPEARANCES (as sub in brackets)

GOALS

League FAC WC AWS Total League FAC WC Total
Nathan Abbey 23 5 2 1.3 0 0 0 0
James Ayres 6o o o 1t 1 o o o0 0
Emmerson Boyce 5(4) 0(2) 2 1 86) 0 0 0 0
Gary Daherty I 5 02 1 27(2) 1 2 1 4
Stuart Douglas . 173) 5 2 1 25(3) 2 10 3
Andrew Fotiadis 6 0 0(2) 0 6(2) 2 0 0 2
Stuart Fraser 18 5 1 1 25 10 0
Phil Gray 7(1) 1 2 0 10(1) 11 0 2
Liam George 20 5 o1y 1 26(1) 10(1p) 2 0 12(1p)
Marvin Johnson 22 5 0 1 28 0 0 0 0
Tresor Kandol 13 0 1 0 2(3) 0 o 1 1
Adam Locke ~9(4)  3(1) 1 1148 2 0 0 2
Michael Mclndoe ~ 2(14) 0(2) 2 0 4(16) 0 0 o0 0
Ray McKinnon 03 0 1 0 1(3) 0 0 0 0
Paul McLaren ~17(2) 4 1 0 22(2) 0 o o o
Neil Midgley 82 0 0 0 8(2) 3 0o o 3
Paul Read 0 0 0 o om 0 0 0 0
Andre Scarlett 0O 0 0 o o0 0 g - @ 0
Efetobore Sodje 44 vy 2 1 8(5) 0 0 0 o
Matthew Spring 23 3 11 30 2 2 0 4
Matthew Taylor 22 5 1 0 28 1 1 0 -
Tony Thorpe 3 0 0 0 3(1) TR (] 0 1
Julian Watts 23 5 2 0 30 0 0 0 0
Alan White ~2(1) 0 2 0 4(1) 0 0 0. 0

LL_am,rﬂ':ma-om 0(1) 0 0 0 0(1) 0 0 [ O_J

For all the latest news, views and interviews call

CLUBCALL - 09068 I2i
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Marvin Johnson

il HAPPY New Year, everyone.
As it is also a new millennium,
| look upon today's match as
the chance to make it a new
start as well - in football
terms, we're near half-time in
the season, and we want to
kick on and move up the
league table again,

For everyone connected with the club, 1999 was an
unusual year, to say the least, and when | look back
on it, especially events off the field between March
and August, it has not been all bad.

A highlight was the spirit and attitude right through
the club when we were reading reports that we
might go out of existence. We were kept informed
throughout, and like supporters we understood the
need for the club to cut down on staff, and sell
players to raise money. When we gathered for pre-
season work, | looked at a bunch of youngsters,
thought about those who had left, and wondered
about our chances. We were favourites for
relegation. The manager was restricted on new
signings, and privately | worried about what the rest
of 1999 would bring.

Now we know the answer, and while | would dearly
love to see us much higher up the table, | think we
have done pretty well so far. If a fairy godmother
had appeared in early August and said we could get
to the turn of the year with only one home league
defeat and reach the third round of the FA Cup, |
would have taken that. Mind you, | would asked for
better away results!

The 1999 highlight for me has been the progress
and contribution made by boys who have been
asked to become men. It has been difficult, and
there have been disappointing days, but we have
made progress.

The low point for me was the end of our FA Cup
hopes, on our own ground. We were upset about it,
so much so that we cancelled our Christmas fancy
dress party which we had organised for the night
after the Fulham replay. We had planned to meet for
a meal at Kenilworth Road, and then go around the
Town in our fancy dress gear, to have a lemonade
or two with supporters in local pubs.

It never happened - the atmosphere was very
subdued after the Fulham game, and we were not
in the mood for living it up.

The Fulham result was all the harder to take
because we had shown we could be at least the
equals of a very good First Division side, but made

basic errors to destroy our own dreams. We have to
learn from the experience. In the whole of the game
at Craven Cottage, and for nearly an hour at
Kenilworth Road, we were a match for Fulham. At
half time in the replay | thought there would be
perhaps one goal in it, with either side capable of
snatching it, or possibly extra time and penalties.
But then, as the manager said, we self-destructed -
and Fulham were ruthless.

Overall, however, we have not done too badly over
the first half of the season, and things will get better
as our team develops. It is the youngest first team
squad | can ever remember at Luton Town, and the
determination and effort has been gratifying.
Results in the last month of the old year slipped a
bit, but we are in good spirit, and still believe in
ourselves. We are a confident bunch at home, but
know we have to do something to improve away
results if our ambitions are to be achieved.
Scunthorpe have achieved an ambition by winning
promotion, and today will be the first time | have
ever played against them. | will be delighted to wish
Guy lpoua a happy new vyear, starting at around
5pm. He was one of the many trialists we had here
last summer, and looked pretty useful. He is scoring
goals for Scunthorpe, so good luck to him except
for the 90 minutes coming up, in which | naturally
hope he doesn't get a kick.

It looks as though Tony Thorpe's spell with us is
over now, and we were all sorry to have to say
good-bye to him after the Boxing Day game. We
have enjoyed his company, and | am sure he will
get his career moving again - he is much too good
a player to be stuck in a reserve team.

If that was a little sad, it was great to see Phil Gray
and Andrew Fotiadis back in the first team squad
after their injuries, and it is good for everyone to
have competition for places. Gavin McGowan and
Landry Zahana-Oni are also well on the road back,
so perhaps we have good reason to think we might
be in for a happy new year.

I am sorry our fancy dress expedition was called off
- | looked wonderful as a Roman centurion! Phil
Gray was something else as one of the three
musketeers, and the gangster-look - pin-striped suit
and dodgy hat over the brow - was tailor-made for
Matthew Spring!

My hope for 2000 is that perhaps in May we can
bring out all the costumes again - to have a party to
celebrate a place in the play-offs at least. It might
look a tall order, but we're in the mood to give it a

go. Happy New Year!
Mawin W"W

For the latest ticket and travel information call the Luton Ticket Office on

01582 416976
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THE Christmas holiday
games have left us nursing
one extra injury, and sadly
Paul McLaren has very little
chance of being involved
in today's match.

Matthew  Spring was
playing against
Chesterfield still suffering the after-effects of
flu, and McLaren went on in place of him as a
substitute midway through the second half.
But he managed to pick up a comparatively
rare football injury - he dislocated his big toe.
The club doctor was quickly on the case in the
dressing room, and managed to put the
dislocation back in, but it ruled McLaren out of
contention for the game at Bristol.

He was having an X-ray examination on
Wednesday to ascertain the extent of the
problem. It was possible that he might have
cracked a bone, in which case he would be out
of action for two or three weeks. It's a shame,
because he had worked so hard to get back
from his previous hamstring injury.

Otherwise we got through the Chesterfield and
Bristol City matches with nothing more than
the usual bumps and bruises. Alan White got a
couple of knocks at Bristol, and Stuart
Douglas was kicked on the leg, but it was
nothing serious, and obviously we were all
well pleased to see Phil Gray and Andrew
Fotiadis back in action after their long fights for
fitness.

Gray had a short burst as a sub against
Chesterfield, and then came through 90
minutes at Bristol, while Fotiadis had a short
run-out in the closing stages at Ashton Gate.

Neither showed any signs of reaction, and
both should be available for selection today.
But after the amount of time they have been
out, they are a little short of match fitness at
present. That will come, and they have both
worked hard to overcome their difficulties.

So have Gavin McGowan and Landry Zahana-
Oni, and although they are now both fit again,
they need more matches before they can be
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Paul McLaren - could be out for two or
three weeks

considered for the league side. Both have
been out for four months, and it takes time to
regain full fitness after such a long lay-off,
however hard players work while under
treatment.

You also need to be careful not to push them
too hard, which was why McGowan's
comeback appearance, in the reserves against
Peterborough last week, was restricted to 75
minutes. It was long enough to give him a
thorough testing and to prove to him as well
as to me that his knee injury has completely
cleared up. It has been a frustrating time for
him, because the injury was sustained during
pre-season training.

He and Zahana-Oni need more games to build
up their fitness, but at least they can now take
heart from seeing that they are getting very

| Clive Goolytir
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WELCOME to Kenilworth
Road at the start of a new
century and a new
millennium. In wishing
everyone a very happy
new year, | must say that
in many ways | am glad to
see the end of 1999, and
delighted that the club today is in pretty good
shape compared to what it might be.

| have been a Luton Town supporter for many
years, which means | have always known that
life at Kenilworth Road has its ups and downs.
But never can | remember a year like the one
that has just ended, and | hope we never have
another one like it.

It was, to say the very least, a difficult year, and
a tiring one. At the end of this season | am
going to take a holiday, which was out of the
question last summer.

There were some very dark days for all of us in
the club, and a lot of people put in an awful lot
of work and effort to get us through them. It
was a difficult atmosphere, because people
feared for their jobs, and for the club itself. We
always had confidence that we could get
through it, but the effort that was made was
superhuman.

The staff, to the last man and woman, was
simply terrific. Fortunately our offices are
staffed by people who are real Luton Town
supporters, not just employees. They worked

far beyond the normal calls of duty to help the
club survive, and the feeling of all pulling
together to overcome adversity was
tremendous.

We had mixed experiences with the receivers. |
know they are experts in their field, in terms of
accountancy and business management, but at
times | was driven to distraction by problems
caused by their lack of knowledge on the
business of running a football club. They did
not really understand our "Green Guide", the
book of Football League regulations. They are
quite complex.

Thankfully, we got through the very difficult
summer, and to all of us here for whom Luton
Town is much more than just a job, we were
glad to see the season begin.

The summer for most of us was just a blur, over
before we realised it. Often it was simply a case
of getting through one day at a time, always
believing the good days would come back. |
gratefully put on record my appreciation of the
way everyone buckled down to help Luton
Town. The camaraderie was remarkable, and
very encouraging, and | am glad to say that we
still have the same team behind the scenes.

We all hope that the scene is now set for a
brighter future for the club, and again, we wish
all Luton Town supporters a very happy,
peaceful and prosperous new year.

midweek evening games.

New Car Parking Facilities

SUPPORTERS have given a welcome to the news that we now have extra car parking available
on match days. Starting with our game against Reading on January 22, supporters will be able
to use the new facility at Dallow Road Junior School, which is only a short walk from the
ground. The car park will be open from 1.30pm to 5.30 on Saturdays, and from 6.30 to 10 for

We are now selling tickets at £35 for the rest of the season on a first come, first served basis,
and a few are still left. Give me a ring on Luton 411622 for further details, or you can book your
space immediately by writing to me, enclosing a cheque for £35 payable to Luton Town FC.

For all the latest news, views and interviews call

CLUBCALL - 09068 I2I I23

(Calls charged at 60p per minute at all times)
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Stoke City v

Luton Town

Saturday January 8,
kick-off 3pm

Admission at the Britannia Stadium is
pay on the day only, and seating only
Adults £15, Concessions £9
Car parking tickets, £3 each, have to be
bought in advance, and we have an
allocation in the ticket office at
Kenilworth Road.

Blackpool v

Luton Town

Saturday January 15,
kick-off 3pm

Admission at the Bloomfield Road is
pay on the day only, and terracing only.
Adults £10,

Concessions £5

’ Nationwide League Division Two

Luton Town v
Reading

Saturday January 22,
kick-off 3pm
Tickets are on sale at discounted prices.
Cash turnstiles will be open on the day.
Supporters are advised to come early to
avoid disappointment.

Cardiff City v

Luton Town

At the request of Cardiff police this match
will be now played on

Sunday January 30,
kick-off 12.15 pm

It will be an ALL TICKET match for Luton
Town supporters, and tickets must be
bought in advance from the Luton Town
ticket office. None will be available on
the day. Seats only will be available:
Adults £12, Juniors £8

Discounts for early purchase of match tickets are available until a fortnight before

each match. Cash turnstiles are open at all games, EXCEPT all-ticket matches.

TICKET OFFICE OPENING HOURS

Monday to Friday: 10am to 4pm,
except on Fridays before Saturday home matches when it is 10am-6pm.

Saturdays: 9am to 5.30pm on matchdays;
10am until the away coaches depart on days when there is no game at
Kenilworth Road.

Luton Town Ticket Office Credit Card Hotline
0'582 730748 (available 24 hours)
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Our Carling Opta run-
down on oppositing
players this afternoon
looks at two class
midfielders, the Town's
Matthew Spring and
Scunthorpe's Justin
Walker

PICO ESTIL

¥ Graham

T.S.l. (uk) LTD.

TECHNICAL SERVICES TO INDUSTRY

NS VAUXHALL

Homes

L??%“

and N.E.D.

Spring  Walker

D c watttthew tﬁ_pringws perfo;mances for hthe Minutes On Pitch 1,871 1,552
“ffo atters is season have won him
Mick Cl)nnolly Mr H_ Khatab ave ura : rd nationwide praise due to his fantastic FA Goal Attempts
& Fam“y Cup goals against and Fulham and Goals 2 0
i_lngstotnl.ekz)n.t.Hov:evLer,t th'e stats s}f:owbthat Shots On Target (inc goals) 9 3
Pinneys @ Al l SO REGIHES. Blocked Shots 7 4
“The At of Customer Care” - Office Powpr Systems He has made more passes than
Mercedes-Benz Tha Power m,‘,’;m, L euitding JI ] Scunthorpe's Justin Walker, but the Iron man Passing
has a pass completion rate that is higher by Goal Assists 3 1
Rob Stringer of Epic one per cent. Spring has put in more Total Passes 868 629
G.R Quoreenton Records & Mick Garbutt crosses, displaying his ability to play Pass Completion 72% 73%
(Ductwork) of Inside Medi effectively in any position across the
e Bl ot oo e nside 1a midfield. He also gets his foot in when need Crossing
‘ - be, having made 49 tackles. Total Crosses 90 53
i — 1 ~ b (Ennfdha (Wil a5 i i Cross Completion 29% 49%
enillitoRthEsSUilicRNVIembers Justin Walker has also been effective across
H(GU—LHH—‘ = ,_EU = —‘UL'*E ﬁ“q ':‘LE‘IJLE‘EIP‘(;*- the midfield, although he has not had as
200000000000 000000000000000C00000CCR0O0C0CCOCRO0BOCRO0OEOC®ES® O O much success in front of goal as Spring, as Dribbling
e R R TR ST T he is still waiting to hit the back of the net Dribbles & Runs 58 45
erml:atsh::f P:r F‘:i:witcke Woburn Media Ltd SKF (U.K.) Ltd this season. Dribble Completion 76% 64%
A 3 N N Spring's ability to stretch himself into filling Defendin
Corporate Coaching J P Hygiene Supplies DBF Crosswinds Ltd any role has meant that he has conceded 37 e Mgd e =
— . fouls, although these appear to be for minor Tackles Wa 2 59° =
R W Harvey & Son Dr David Siegler Regal Litho Ltd offences as he is yet to be suspended this ackles Won 9% 60%
season. Blocks 22 8
Mr Malcolm Eade Mr J Siegler Mr D Ryder ) . Clearances 57 53
Walker has an |mpeccabl_e dlsmplmar_y Interceptions 1 1
Mr Rager Exde Datapsce Ltd Mr P Mitchell record as he is yet to receive a card this
season. Discipline
Cobb Group Ltd Neahurst Ltd Grosvenor Casino These men are likely to be at the heart of all Foul.s_ 37 19
the best moves this afternoon, so sit back Offside 1 0
Morestaff The Magic Touch (GB) Ltd Travel Extras and enjoy watching these two playmakers in Yellow Cards 3 0
action. Red Cards 0 0
Vangis UK Ltd Fisher Frozen Foods Ltd Courtesy of Carling Opta

2

To reserve an Executive Box or become a Kenilworth Suite member call Commercial on

oI58e2 411622

For the Iatest ticket and travel information call the Luton Ticket Office on

01582 416976




Wigeeheay Hospitlity
& SponsSorships

STAND SPONSORSHIP ***++ FROM £4,000 PER SEASON

MATCH SPONSORSHIP *¢*** FROM £550

MATCH BALL SPONSORSHIP AadSadi o {e]l " B 1)

JOE PAYNE LOUNGE ***** FROM £55 PER PERSON

MILLENNIUM SUITE **+*+ FROM £30 PER PERSON

EXECUTIVE BOXES ****+ FROM £29.50 PER PERSON

COMMERCIAL MASCOT cesse £200

The Commercial Department is also taking bookings for non-match day use of
the executive suites and lounges. These rooms are ideal for meetings,
seminars, social events, etc.

esseee  Hijre Costs start from just £65

We can also offer you a wide selection of catering to meet your requirements
ranging from light buffets to four course silver-served meals.

(ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT)

Call the Commercial Department now to book your next function

01582 4ll622

OUR match sponsors today are
the Ludlow Group of Luton, a
name that will be familiar to
most people in Luton, and
especially Town supporters.
Chairman Derek Ludlow has
been a staunch Luton Town fan
for 30 years or more, and is
currently a vice president of the club.

He tells us that like the football club the Ludlow
Group enters the new millennium in a spirit of
confidence and optimism. The company, based in
Thistle Road, Luton, has made remarkable progress
since it was formed by Derek and his late brother
Frank nearly 30 years ago and Derek is determined
to see the growth continue into the new century. He
says: "We aim to grasp opportunities, to expand
and change our businesses as necessary, and to
ensure that we maintain our customer-driven
objectives."

Sounds exactly the same as our business plan at
Kenilworth Road!

The Ludlow Group now comprises Ludlows of
Luton, industrial paints and welding suppliers;

WHAT'S the perfect birthday
present for a young Luton
Town fan? Graham Randall
will find out today, because
he is celebrating his ninth
birthday by being mascot at
Kenilworth Road.

It will be a day to remember -
he is a VIP guest of the club,
and will meet all the players, and run out onto
the pitch with them before kick-off. He will also
have photographs as souvenirs of the occasion.
Graham comes from Brooklands Close,
Leagrave, and attends Pirton Hill Junior School.
As well as watching Luton Town alongside his
dad he likes swimming.

Like us, he is hoping that the Town manage to
complete negotiations to bring back Tony
Thorpe on a permanent basis, because the
striker is Graham's favourite footballer.

We are sure Graham will have a very happy
birthday with us today, and if you have a
youngster who deserves a very special treat we
will be happy to talk to you about how a boy or
girl can be commercial mascot at a Town game.
Ring Luten 411622 and ask for the commercial
department.

Frank Ludlow Ltd, motor body repairers; and
Premier Bodyshops, for executive marque motor
body repairs.

As always, we appreciate the long-standing support
of sponsors like Ludlows, and hope they have an
enjoyable day with us. Knowing Derek, it will be
even better if we get the right result.

He said: "As long-standing supporters, we wish
Luton Town FC every success in the new
millennium - Division One here we come!"

WE ARE also delighted to welcome more regular
and loyal supporters of the club as today's match
ball sponsors. David and Pauline Cain run DAP
Consulting, which is based in Bishops Stortford,
but have never given up their connections with
Luton, and it is always a pleasure to see them at
Kenilworth Road. Their business is providing
specialist consultancy services to governments,
and their pleasure is watching Luton Town. "We
wish the team lots of luck against Scunthorpe today,
and look forward to a great young team enjoying a

successful season," said David.
J-,Jv.. Rai lej

GOLDEN

THE LAST Golden Gamble jackpot of 1999 was
paid out on Boxing Day, and we apologise that
because of production schedules we are unable
to bring you full details of the winner today. But
when the holidays are over we will publish
details of the winners from the Fulham and

Chesterfield matches.

Meanwhile, one lucky supporter can be sure of a
very profitable start to the new millennium this
afternoon - the pound-a-ticket Golden Gamble
lottery has already paid out over £6,000 to lucky
winners this season, with some jackpots topping
£500.

Today, as usual, sellers will be on duty all around
the ground offering you the chance to win a
handful of cash. The prize is 50 per cent of the
takings, handed over at half-time. Club funds
benefit from the other half of the take, so even if
your ticket is not a winner, you are helping Luton
Town FC.

To advertise in this matchday programme call the Commercial Department on

01582 4lie22




PONSORS

NATHAN ABBEY Paul Deason

GAVIN McGOWAN Luton Town Supporters Club
MATTHEW SPRING Brian Hall

ALAN WHITE Rob Stringer, Epic Records
MARVIN JOHNSON Space Display Systems

PHIL GRAY G & S Ceramics

PAUL McLAREN Elsie Clubb

%‘1'7“;"0:'6

Laagﬂﬁ " GOALS SCORED

Details .
Irons’ last line up

STUART DOUGLAS Les & Sue Miller Lionel Perez
MICHAEL McINDOE The Bobbers Travel Club Meaki:'r‘“wml
LIAM GEORGE WHOSH AL L
GARY DOHERTY Peter Johnson [ PG ot~
STUART FRASER David & Jonathan Siegler %?aﬁ" piess "
TSN T e Scnthorpes Las en Vers T CompleteRecord 2 YOS
Scunthorpe’s Last Ten Years - The Complete Record Azhley Fickling
i : : Defender 1 16
MATTHEW TAYLOR Mick Garbutt, Inside Media ‘ due to Xmas print deadlines, stats B S%Jm':t-sngsﬁ
LANDRY ZAHANA-ONI Elsie & Danny Clubb uptodateon 22nd December &5 Nathan Sjtalll'lton
EMMERSON BOYCE In discussions ¢ ﬁ B “1%3%5&5‘;5@*
TRESOR KANDOL Danny Clubb 0 &b Paul Harsley
Midfikd 21 Appe2 Goal
JAMES AYRES E.C. Smith & Sons Ltd 12 ﬁ%rgﬁmmm3 Ui GOALS
ANDRE SCARLETT WHOSH - ﬁ Lee Hodges
JERRY MOSES Century Club 18 L) %%ﬂa#‘mm’nwmm
i 20 Justin Walker
DANIEL TATE Mike and Mark Tearle, Century Club Members i ﬁ kl;ﬁ#ﬂ:%l)ﬁﬂﬁnds s Biggest Se”mg FootballMagazme’
JUDE STIRLING Century Club 24 LJ ’;;f‘,‘:‘;?ﬁ';:g:'s:“‘ Matchmen of the Mont!
B 89/90 90/91 91/92 92/93 93/94 94/95 95/96 96/97 97/98 98/99 Midfield 15 Apps 0 Blackpool's John Hills took the overall
SCONT Yyane G. Owen Ceramic Tiling Ltd i ‘ ; ﬂ f Py {103, Matchman of the Month award for Novembei
ADAM LOCKE Jeremy Cain of D. A. P. Consulting \ 9 Darryn sum with an r'mpressive.?sftarratingsandan
‘ Forward 2(2) Apps 0 average of 8.00.
EFETOBORE SODJE Graham Group Plc | ﬁ gﬁ:’?mﬁ'ﬂ“ Player Team GP SR AVI
JULIAN WATTS Les Miller, Miller & Company, Bedford ‘ ﬁ g’%{'{‘ﬁ:‘-‘iﬂl{?ﬁfk 1 John il Blackpool 5 3 80
LENNIE LAWRENCE Luton Town Supporters Club, Milton Keynes - %’M’;L“s":"m T — -
H are e on S,
JOHN MOORE lan Smith | ﬂ misrﬂng% ‘?1.611?1 3 Sean Gregan Preston 5 3 78
CLIVE GOODYEAR ~ Christopher OToole, Luton Student Union May Ball 2000 \ o ;%Egiﬁ;1-g:lrcia 4 Mick Bell BristolCity 5 3 76
The sponsorship package includes: 2 G e ‘ | “;:‘fu 2 1::‘:0 ﬁ #&’c’:u“ésé'm”” 5_ N e ”.i‘
Publicity within the matchday programme for every league and club fixture for season 1999/2000. B 2 m%&ouagwb 6 Robert Taylor Gi.llinghar.n 4 2 75
Invitation to a VIP day to one match during the season 1999/2000 along with other sponsors.” @560 i560) m*&u“gmni,}g,,m = Richard Wilkins Colchester 4 2 7.5
Presentation evening at the end of the season, to include wine reception, 3-course dinner, o 730 Russ WilcoX 8 CraigDudley Oldham 4 115
entertainment and the presentation by your sponsored player of his match shirt.* === = e .;rg:vausa}w 12“13 Gm—— Iﬁlzi't;}"i'l' —
el Harms a A
For both the VIP day and presentation evening, this package includes yourself only, but additional | Tom Evan I. 2 : 3
tickets will be available at an extra cost of £45.00 (inc. VAT) for any guests you may wish to bring g 'OMA?S%OM’ 10Chris Swailes  Bury 5 214
along. Tickets will be sold on a first come, first served basis. PR Pl .- = Neil Mustoe  Cambridge 5 2 7.4
The Total Cost of the package is £230 (inc. VAT) per sponsorship for the remainder | > w o L= Lotk = Scar . - ﬁﬁﬁ':h:%;:ﬁ:f%“gﬁ:vﬁt%fﬂ%
e ??9/?900' | Glanford Park 775 Rotheham United, Diion, 1My 1989 -1 Torguay nited, Division 3,28 0t 1995 Most Lge oints :£3,Division 4, 198243

Capacity: 9183 RecordReceipts:  £4448150vLeeds, Record Cup Win: 9-0 v Boston United, Top League scorerin aseason: Barrie

Pitch Measurement : 110x71.  Rumbelows Cup Znd round 15t leg, 24 Sept 1891 FACup 1st round, 21 Nov 1953 Thomas, 31, Division 2, 1961-62

Record Attendante : 23935y Year Formed: 1899 | Record Defeat:  0-8wCarlislgUnited, Most Capped Player: Nong
Portsmkith, FACup4th round, 30 Jan. Record Léague Win : 84y Luten Town, Division 3 (M), 25 Dec 1952 | Mostilge Appearancest

To become a Kit Sponsor or for details of our extended payment plan call th
s e : 4O Stowgrond)  Din, A0 1965 Mestige Godls: B Son3 TS Bownsword 59 1%

Commercial Department on 01582 4lie22



BRIAN LAWS
(MANAGER)

First United Manager to
take them to promotion
in 16 years, Laws will be
looking to consolidate
their new found
position in Division
Two. Played under Brian
Clough at Nottingham
Forest, Joined the Iron
from Tarhington in

1997. Played his part in United Reserves
Championship win last season in Pontins
League Division Three.

RUSS WILCOX (COACH)

25.3.64 Born Hemsworth Joined Scunthorpe
from Preston to bolster their defence.

Was offered coaching post following
departure of Mark Lillis last season to Halifax
Town, Tough tackling defender, good in the air.
Celebrated first appearance last May with
Play-Off victory over Leyton Orient.

Scunthorpe United

For all the latest news, views and interviews call

CLUBCALL - 09068 I2! I23
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TOMMY EVANS

31.12.76 Born boncaster

Agile young keeper signed from Crystal
Palace. Took over the number one jersey
before Christmas ‘98 and kept his place
throughout the rest of the season. Late save
from Inglethorpe at Wembley ensured a
capital clean sheet and promotion to Division
Two.

ASHLEY FICKLING

15.11.72 Born Sheffield

Began his career at Sheffield United, moved
to Grimsby Town then to Scunthorpe on a free
transfer. Versatile defender who can play
anywhere across the back line. Injuries
restricted appearances in 98/99. Reliable
centre half or full back.

RICHARD LOGAN

24.5.69 Born Barnsley

Signed from Plymouth Argyle last season
Logan undoubtedly made a giant contribution
to Scunthorpe’s promotion challenge.
Commanding in defence and dominant in
midfield he has the uncanny ability to be in the
right place at the right time, be it in defence or
attack. Invaluable member of the team.

STEVE HOUSHAM

24.2.76 Born Gainsborough

Local lad come through the ranks. Can play
full back or midfield. Tough tackling defender
with an eye for the overlap. Another injury hit
season 95/99, but all turned out well when he
played his part in the Wembley victory over
Leyton Orient. Also plays local league cricket
during close season.

CHRIS HOPE

14.11.73 Born Sheffield

Club captain. Outstanding defender, solid and
dependable. Originally at Nottingham Forest.

Joined United on a free.
Popular with Iron fans.
Scunthorpe turned down
£150,000 bid from Reading
for his services so highly
thought of at Glanford Park.
Appeared in Division Three
Team of the Season in 98/99,
chosen by fellow
professionals.

ANDY DAWSON

20.10.78 Born Northallerton.
Initially joined United on loan
from Nottingham Forest lost
season, then signed for
£50,000 before deadline day.
Exciting prospect at full back,
firm in the tackle, outstanding
on the overlap, excellent
crosser of the ball, Helped to
plug the leak in the Iron's
defence when he arrived.
Hugely popular with Iron
fans.

LEE MARSHALL

1.8.75 Born Nottingham
Youngster signed from non-
league Eastwood Town. Can
play full back or midfield.
Began career at Nottingham
Forest. Limited first team
outings last term, but played

a big part in Reserves }

Pontin’s League Division
Three title victory.

PAUL HARSLEY

29.5.78 Born Scunthorpe
Local born midfielder who
celebrated his 21st birthday
by winning with United at

SEHY Honpt

Richard Logan

Ever thought about being a match ball sponsor? Call the Commercial Department

(Calls charged at 60p b

01582 4li622



Wembley. Good engine, excellent vision and
strong in the tackle. Began at rivals Grimsby
Town with Brian Laws who brought him back
to his home town on a free transfer.
QOutstanding prospect.

JUSTIN WALKER

6.9.75 Born Nottingham

Another player to begin his career at
Nottingham Forest, Walker has improved since
joining United and is now one of the mainstay
of the Iron midfield. Good passer of the ball.
Excellent when going forward.

ALEX CALVO-GARCIA

1.1.72 Born Spain

Spanish midfielder who wrote himself into
Scunthorpe folklore with his winning header at

Wembley. Joined from Ordiza in 1997, took a
while to adjust to English soccer but now is
right at home at Glanford Park. Good eye for a
chance, scoring a dozen goals from the middle
of the park last term.

DARRYN STAMP

21.9.78 Born Hull

Twenty year old striker who had limited
opportunities in the first team last term.
Starred for Reserves in their Championship
win. Has good close control and an eye for
goal and will hope to make a breakthrough
into the first team in 99/2000.

GARETH SHELTON
31.1.80 Born Birmingham
Burst onto the scene at Glanford Park at the

1 heBest

In postmatch reports

The Luton News 1heDunstable Gazette

latter end of 98/99 scoring a decisive winning
goal at Southend and two extremely important
goals to earn United a Play-Off Semi Final
victory over Swansea City. Exciting prospect
with bags of pace and a knack of finding the
net.

JOHN GAYLE

30.7.64 Born Bromsgrove

Giant striker with a whole host of ex-clubs
including Premiership Wimbledon, Bristol
Rovers, Shrewsbury and Northampton where
Scunthorpe signed him from last season.
Always a handful for opposition defenders his
contribution last season was to take the
pressure off top scorers Jamie Forrester and
John Eyre, which he did to great effect.

LEE HODGES

2.3.78 Born Newhom

21 year old signed for a six figure fee from
West Ham United for season 99/2000, that
being a club record fee. The Hammers offered
him a two year deal but Hodges chose first
team football at Glanford Park instead. Ex
England U16 International with pace and skill.
Promises to be a huge asset for the lron.
Previously on loan at Southend.

Scunthorpe United manager Brian Laws, holds
aloft the Division Three Play-Off Trophy after
beating Leyton Orient at Wembley

+.®& ¢3 Nationwide
: PLAY-OFF WINNERS °

€ver thought about being a match ball sponsor? Call the Commercial Department



COLOUR AERIAL
PHOTOGRAPHS

J 12" x 10" framed & mounted just £15 each
| Premier Image stock colour aerial photographs of
ALL English and Scottish stadiums

PREMIER IMAGE

Unit 12, 157-159 Boundfield Road,
London SE6 1PE. Telephone 0181 461 4214
www.premierimage.co.uk

[ R.J.BLOW & |

C OMP A NY

THE FRIENDLY ACCOUNTANTS

Book-Keeping
Taxation and Wages eic.

#*

24 GUILDFORD STREET
LUTON
BEDS, LUL 2NR

E

Tel: (01582) 738792
Fax: (01582) 423347

Football.
It's a game of two halves

L] Many sides play their football in magnificent stadiums. Others play theirs on park pitches.
At the Football Trust, we're here to make sure that everyone is a winner thanks to the grant aid we can offer at cvery
level, from ground redevelopment and safety work at league clubs right down to the very grass roots. ¢
And now pools income is boosted by annual contributions from The Football Association, The FA. Premaq League,
The Football League, the Professional Footballers Association and Sport England. ('
Together, we are working hard to ensure a healthy future for our national game... now, and for gene

DD

T o

1 Waterhouse Square, 138-142 Holborn, London EC1N 2ST. E-mail: enquiries@football-trust.org.uk

For all the latest news, views and interviews call

Alan Robinson

SO far as we know, when the last millennium
came around there were no football matches
being played in the vicinity of Kenilworth Road.
It was also the case 100 years ago, because
Luton's first game in the 20th century was an
away fixture against Woolwich Arsenal on
January 6, 1900. It was in the

HatterslOn(Cand

made 11 appearances for Forest over the next
two years before moving on to Tottenham.
Luton, meanwhile, had consolidated in the
Southern League, and in the summer of 1905
were preparing to move into their new ground
- yes, Kenilworth Road - and were determined
to assemble a team capable of

Second Division of the Football
League, this being Luton's third
season as members. But they
were finding it tough, and were
struggling near the foot of the
table.

Appearing at left back for the
Town that day was Bill McCurdy,
who was in the first of his two
spells with the Hatters. It was
during the second that the
London tobacco firm of Taddy &
Co included him and 14 other
Town players in their second
mammoth series of 400
Prominent Footballers, issued in

1908. . Mod

Scottish-born McCurdy first came
to Luton from Vale of Clyde FC as

PROMINENT F(

challenging for honours. And
AALLERS. among the new signings that
summer was their former tough-
tackling defender, McCurdy. He
came from Spurs along with
forwards AIf Warner and Pat
Gallacher.

McCurdy had the distinction of
playing in the first-ever match at
Kenilworth Road, a 0-0 draw with
Plymouth. It is often referred to as
the Green game. The official
opening kick-off ceremony was
performed by J. W. Green, whose
name was immortalised for most
of the rest of this century as "J. W.
Green Noted Ales of Luton." The
Town secretary at the time was
Charles Green, the referee was

a 22-year-old in the summer of
1899. He went straight into the
first team, and by coincidence his

Taddy & Co
Prominent

named Green and Plymouth then,
as now, played in green.
McCurdy was ever-present that

first home was against the § Footballers, I908 | season as Luton finished in a

Arsenal.

Luton lost that day, and by the time of the
return match in January had managed only two
league victories.

The New Year, alas, did not bring a change in
fortune because the Gunners won 3-1.

In the same team that day were forwards Tom
Meclnnes and Billy Stewart, who both played in
the Town's first-ever Football League fixture,
against Leicester Fosse in September 1897.
Luton eventually finished second from bottom
at the end of the 1899/1900 season, and chose
to return to the Southern League rather than
apply for re-election to the Football League.
McCurdy stayed for the first half of the new
season, but in February 1901 was enticed back
into league football by Nottingham Forest. He

creditable fourth place in the
league, behind Fulham, Southampton and
Portsmouth. The defender was a regular in the
Town side until 1910, making 147 Southern
League appearances, plus another ten in the FA
Cup. His only goal was in the cup, during his
first spell here, in a 9-1 victory over the Civil
Service in November 1900.

Also included in this Taddy series in 1908 were
Bob and Fred Hawkes, Abe Jones, and
forwards Bert Moody and Harry Stansfield.
Despite the large number of cards in this set
they are now scarce, with examples from
provincial clubs like Luton particularly hard to
find. So although the catalogue lists items from
this series at £12.50 each, you can expect to
pay considerably more for Hatters cards.

Ever thought about being a match ball sponsor? Call the Commercial Department

CLUBCALL 09068 IEI IEB

01582 411622
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Last Season

The Nationwide Football
League saw an.Increase In
Attendance of 13:5%;
Why...?

Mitre >

The autherity. . .

s 0115840 44+

How will you make your ’@

mark this season?

Teletext on ITV page 108
www.itv.yearofpromise.co.uk

The Quality of the Football

1Tt v
& % Nationwide

KENILWO

YEAR OF PROMISE
11T v

\& (3 Nationwide|

On the Ball?...

Bedford Careers Centre
Eagle Court, Dame Alice Street
tel: 01234 210000

Dunstable Careers Centre
21 West Street
tel: 01582 662949

Leighton Buzzard Careers Centre
The Library, Lake Street
tel: 01525 383344

Luton Careers Centre
Link House, 42 Alma Street
tel: 01582 728654

Opening Hours: M
www.wayahead-careers.co.uk

Telephone Enquiries: Mon. — Fri. 8 30am-

Kids at Kenilworth
is a new
sponsorship
package soon to be
introduced at the
Club. It is designed
for organisations to
provide
disadvantaged
children and young
supporters with an
opportunity to
watch Luton Town
play at Kenilworth
Road for
Nationwide League
matches for the
1999/2000 season.

There are many
benefits for the
sponsoring
organisation as
well as helping the
children.

Bedfordshire
Careers

For the latest ticket and travel information call the Luton Ticket Office on

01582 416976




FROM THE

Roger Wash

™ Scunthorpe United were
elected to the Football
League in 1950, when the
competition was extended,
and joined Division Three
(North) where they stayed
until winning the
championship in 1958.
They were therefore enjoying their third season
in the old Division Two when they first clashed
with the Town who had been relegated from the
top flight in 1960.

The Hatters, anxious for a quick return back to
the top, unfortunately did not start the 1960/61
season well and by the time of our first ever visit
to the Old Showground, on 29th October, we had
suffered- five defeats from the previous six
games. y

Since ex-England international goalkeeper, Ron
Baynham, had suffered a fractured skull during
the game against Sheffield United at the end of
September, two inexperienced goalkeepers had
been tried with one, 16 year old Mike O'Hara, the
youngest ever to pull on a Luton shirt. Manager
Sam Bartram, himself an ex-goalkeeper, could
see the weakness in this department and dipped
into the transfer market and bought Jim Standen
from Arsenal for £9,000.

‘Standen made his debut at Scunthorpe and had
an absolute nightmare, spilling crosses and
shots which luckily were not taken advantage of
by the wasteful home forwards: Only one
chance was taken with Barrie Thomas (more of
whom we shall hear later) presented with an

open goal after Standen failed to hold a shot

fram Brian Godfrey.

Despite all this the Town nearly forced an |

equaliser in the final ten minutes when Gordon
Turner hit a post with a header and Alec
Ashworth missed from point blank range.

After this the Hatters managed to struggle up the
table and by the time of the return, on the final
day of a season that had began full of hope, were
glad to be safe from relegation. The game itself,
watched by a crowd of 8,873, certainly had ‘end
of season’ written all over it and with both sides
forced to field makeshift forward lines because

Clashes with the Iron

(¢

of injuries, a scoreless draw was the only likely
outcome. The Kenilworth Road pitch, which had
been like a paddy field for most of the season
and was blamed for many of the Town’s poor
home performances, was now grassless and
bone hard and again seen as responsible for the
abject spectacle.

In the following season the two teams met at
Kenilworth Road in late October and by the
admission of Sam Bartram, the Town were
terrible in the first half. Scunthorpe were without
an away win but were gifted an opener after
centre half Mike Collins went off with an injured
knee. The unmarked John Kaye was allowed all
the time in the world to smash the ball home for
an interval lead.

Collins returned in the second period but was
merely a limping passenger on the right wing.
Ten man Luton, however, tried to make a fist of it
and forced Scunthorpe on to the defensive as
shots rained in.

The deserved equaliser eventually came with 14
minutes left through Ashworth but as the Town
pressed for the winner they were caught out with
a sucker punch at the other end. Thomas seized
on to a loose ball before drifting past John
Groves and delicately placing a shot past
Standen in the Luton goal. There was no answer

_to a blow of that kind!

By the time of the return in March, Scunthorpe
were hot on the heels of Liverpool at the top of
the table despite the sale of the prolific Thomas

to Newcastle. Although this was to be their most

successful season ever, only 7,911 turned up to
see the home side score twice in two minutes
midway through the first half to effectively kill
the game off. The luckless Collins must have
hated the sound of Scunthorpe as this was to be
his final game for the Town.

Both games in 1962/63 were played over the

| Easter holiday with the Town in a desperate fight

to avoid relegation. On Good Friday the Hatters

travelled to the Old Showground and with the
game scoreless were awarded a penalty after

Fred Jardine was brought down in the area.

- The normally deadly Gordon Turner had missed

To advertise in this matchday programme call the Commercial Department on

01582 4lie22
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a spot-kick at Walsall the
previous week and was given the chance to
make amends but shot wide. The Hatters never

ball

really recovered from this set back and went
behind just before the interval when McGuigan
sent in ‘a speculative long range header that
completely deceived Baynham and dipped into
the net. The game was made safe when Archie
Gibson netted from close range four minutes
from the end.

The two teams lined up again on Easter Monday
at Kenilworth Road. Scunthorpe had not played
a game in between but made three changes to
their side while the Town had played on the
Saturday and had thrashed Norwich 4-2 with
new goalscoring sensation Ron Davies bagging
all four.

This time the Town attacked their weakened
opponents from the start but it was not until six
minutes from time that they made the vital
breakthrough. A free-kick, 20 yards out was
arrowed into the top corner of tha net by Turner,
to seal a vital victory.

Unfoﬂunate!v. ths win wﬁs not_angugh and the

The Hatters had gene g ‘amea wnhom a win
when they entertained Scunthorpe on 28th

‘October 1964 but for the first 20 minutes played

like wnrldbeaters wuthaut bsing able to put the

into the net. When -

they eventually scored, through'
Tom McKechnie after 32 minutes, the lead was
immediately pegged back by Dick Scott and the
confidence drifted out of the Town side who had
to settle for a disappointing draw.

The final game in the series of clashes between
the sides does not make pleasant reading for
Luton supporters. The penultimate game of the
campaign saw the Town clinging to hopes of
avoiding the drop by winning at Scunthorpe and
hoping that Oldham lost.

The match got off to the worst possible start with
the Hatters going three down in the opening
seven minutes with the defence a shambles. A
goal was pulled back through John O’Rourke
and by the interval it appeared that the Town
were attempting to make a game of it by
continually forcing their opponents back.

Luckless Luton had, however, not taken account
of the fact that Barrie Thomas was now back
from Newecastle and within a minute of the
restart he decided to play and had the ball in the
Hatters net. O'Rourke then went off injured and
all the Town's hopes went with him Ieaving
Thomas to play like a Brazilian and score four
more including a hat-trick in enly four minutes.

‘Unsurprisingly, the 1-8 defeat sent us down to

Division Four!

For all the latest news, views and interviews call

CLUBCALL - 09068 I2I I23
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School
Visit
Project

“Yes, 11,500 is the unbelievable
number of school children we have
coached absolutely free of charge
this year in schools throughout
Beds Herts and Bucks.

When we set up the School Visit Project
with ntl at the beginning of the year we
never set ourselves a target, however it
soon became obvious that we would be
coaching thousands of boys and girls

this year so back in August we decided .

to set ourselves a target of 10,000,

We thought this was an ambitious
target then, however as more and more
schools contacted us the numbers just
went up and up and as you can see
from the list of schools we have
covered, the ntl Schools Visit Projec!
has been a huge success.

To help us build on this success ntl are
once again providing sponsorship for
next year and hopefully this will enable

funding from Sportsmatch. This is great

news as the list of schools for next year
is already pretty big and now our

funding is secure we can begin to plan

the hundreds of school visits for 2000.

If you would like to become involved in
our School Visit Project or would like
maore information then simply ring the
Community & Schools Programme at
the Club on 01582 411622. Go on, make
sure your school is on the list for the
year 2000.

Willowfields Lower, Cadding

2 . Pinchmill Lower, Bedford
‘Sommeries Junior, Luton
 Emerson Valley, Miltc

liay, Mifton Keynes
Leedon Lower, Leighton Buzzard =

Harpenden Prep, Harpenden
Edlesborough, Combined, Edlesborotigh

Ramvidge Juniors, Luton.
5t Josephs Juniars, Luton

Surrey St Junior, Luton

Oughtonhead Lower, Hitchin
Asheroft High, Luton

Bushmead Juniors, Luton

Gilbert Inglefield; Leighton Buzzard
Sundon Park Junior, Luton

Icknield Junior, Luton

Icknield Infants, Luton

Sacred Heart Junior, Luton

Sacred Heart Infants, Luton
Stopsley Juniors, Luton

Ashton Middle, Dunstable -
Warden Hill Juniors, Liton
St Margarets Juniors, Luton’
- Hadrian Lower, Dunstable
- St Georges Lower, Leighton

 Stopsley Infants

THomas Whitehead, Houghton Regis

Leighton Middie; Leighton Buzzard

Streetfield Middle, Dunstable

Robert Bruce Middle, Bedford

Ashton St Peters, Dunstable

Harlington Lower, Harlington

Hawthorne Lower, Houghton Regis

Whipperley infants, Luton

Dovery Down, Leighton Buzzard !

Warden Hill Infants, Luton v on &
Bramingham Primary, Luton Cottesloe Lower, Cottaslge
Wigmore Juniar, Luton

Clipstone Brook, Leighton Buzzard
Southfields Lower, Houghton Regis

Slip End Junior, Cadidington

08

SPORTS

MATCH

®




Celebrate with our
- lowest ever
Personal Loan rates

Phone us FREE on
08001188 55

guoting reference number NS92

or find us on

www.nationwide.co.uk

Personal Loan, typical example: £5,000 over 3 years at 11.7% APR (fixed), 36 monthly repayments of £163.97. Total amount payable £5,902.92. Loans
available up 1o £15,000. R rom 9.7% APR. Secured Personal Loan, typical exampl 000 over 10 years at 8.5% APR
repayments of £97.76. Total amount payable £11,731.20, 8.5% APR (variable) is only available for Nationwide members, 9,
customers who are not Nationwide members. Loans available up to £25,000. Credit facilities provided by and written quotations available fror
Trust Limited, Nationwide House, 20 Lower Dagnall Street, St Albans, Herts AL3 4RR. Nationwide Trust Limited is a wholly owned sub:

Nationwide Building Socicty. All loans are subject 1o appraisal of an applicant’s financial standing and are only available to those aged 18 or over. Security will

be required for Secured Personal Loans. APRs correct at the time of printing,

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT.

IT’S a[momwour Iasi' qhanc to buy

a“ticket fof /the | Juniot Hatters\ |
Millennium Party, It will be held, on
Wednésday, January 5 at the Ascot
Room, at the Co-op Club, Hound
Green, Luton.

It will start at 7pm and lasts for a
couple of hours or so, and there
will be snacks and drinks as well as
a disco. There will be plenty of fun
and games, with the Town players
joining in. Tickets cost £4 each, and
are for Junior Hatters only. They
are available at the Town ticket
office on a first come, first served,
basis. If you are not in the Junior
Hatters, but would like to go to the
party, you still have time to join.
Visit or phone the ticket office on
Luton 416976 for more
information. You can call in after
today's match, or tomorrow, when
the ticket office opening hours
return to normal.

OUR Saturday Club Wlil resume in a couple of

| weeks, helping Junior Hatters enjoy football as a
' real day out. We meet at Dallow School at 12

|

|

noon, and if the weather is kind we use the
Dallow pitch for football matches. If the weather
is bad we have a foam ball for indoor soccer, and
that is always popular. All sorts of other
entertainment is on offer, and naturally the
Saturday Club is fully supervised.

The Saturday Club has a few vacancies, so if you
want to get everything possible out of coming to
football at Luton Town, why not join us? The

00000 OOPOODOOSTOOEOTOOPO® ST

TWELVE-year-old Anthony
Dumpleton goes down in
Luton Town history today -
the first Junior Hatters
mascot of the new
millennium.

The chance of having your
name picked out by a
computer is one of the
benefits of Junior Hatters membership, and the
Dumpleton family have two chances, because
Anthony's younger brother, Kevin, is also a
Town fanatic. Their parents are also keen Town
supporters. Today Anthony, of Pottery Close,
Luton, will be the centre of attraction, with very
pleasant duties to perform.

Before the game he meets the Town team in
the dressing rooem, and he will particularly like
chatting to Stuart Douglas, because the striker
is his favourite player. Having joined him’ and
the rest of the team at the warm-up, Anthony
will go to the centre circle with Marvin Johnson
to meet the ref and assistants, and the
Scunthorpe captain, for the toss-up.

Anthony knows all about the ritual, because his
hobbies are watching and playing football, and
he also likes the odd game of rugby.

It will give him plenty to talk about when he
goes back to Cardinal Newman school after the
holidays, and we hope he and his family enjoy
their special day out at Kenilworth Road.

price is £5 for Junlor Hatters who have season |
tickets, or £9 with a match ticket included. Very |
often we have visits by Town players, and we
provide a lunch of sausage and chips, with a |
drink. We have a quiz in our family room, then |
watch the game from the Kenilworth lower tier
and meet up with parents and friends after the
game.

We also organise trips to a lot of away games,
often to meet up with the juniors of other clubs,
and sometimes we have mascots at away

matches. ﬁ

If you would like join the Junior Hatters, call the Ticket Office on
01582 416976
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drink to the Hatters in these pubs

cescccsseccsscssscec e ’t

Tony and Rikki welcome you to

The Anchor

1 Dunstable Road, Tilsworth,
Nr. Leighton Buzzard

Tel: (01525) 210289

To
be announced.

Pitchers
Sports Bar & Diner

26 Chapel Street
Luton
01582 485473

Come in and enjoy a pre-match pint!

Mac's Bar

80 Russell Street
Luton LU1 5EB
Tel: 01582 727848

Live music every Friday, Saturday and

Sunday night. Karacke every Monday

night. Sky & Setanta Sports shown on
Big Screen TV

To advertise
your pub on
this page call
the Commercial
Department
on

o582
4alle2e2

The White Swan
93 High Street South, Dunstable
Dunstables favourite meeting place

Tel: (01582) 667833
Fax: (01582) 475552

Fox & Hounds

1 Milton Road, Clapham,
Beds, MK41 5AP.
(01234) 352889

Live Music, Good Bar Food, Games
Room,Satellite TV & Large Beer Garden.

Corne in and enjoy a pre-match pint!

The Hansom Cab

Wigmore Lane
Stopley, Luton LU2 8AB
Tel: 01582 727400
Xmas party menu from only £7.95 for
2 courses, all served on our famous
17" big plates.

Please phone for more details

The Painters Arms

High Town Road
Luton

Tel: (01582) 876972

Team Posters available now in the Club Shop

price £2.00

travel information )

Stoke City v Luton Town

THE END of our FA Cup dreams means that we
will be going to Stoke on Saturday, January 8, for
our second visit to the Britannia Stadium, and
Stoke City plead with visiting fans to use coach or
rail transport rather than private car.

As usual the Bobbers Travel Club and Town on
Tour are offering reliable transport, and if you pick
up their coaches at the ground, secure parking is
available for £3 at Maple Road.

The Bobbers coach leaves Cranfield at 10am,
with various pick-up points on the way to Luton,
and departure time from Kenilworth Road is
11am. The fare is £10.50 adults, and £8.50 for
junior and senior citizens and tickets can be
bought at the Bobbers Travel Club kiosk before
home matches, or by phone call to Paul Deason
after 6pm on 01234 750996. He will also be
pleased to enrol you into the Bobbers Travel Club
- membership is obligatory to use the service, but
life membership costs only £1.

Town on Tour's executive coach service will leave
Maple Road at 11.30am. It will also pick up from
Milton Keynes Coachway at about 11.50. The fare
is £11.50 for adult members of Luton Town
Supporters Club, £9.50 for concessions, and
£13.00 for all others. You can book at the LTSC
kiosk in Kenilworth Road before or after today's
game, or through the club shop at other times.
You might find it worthwhile joining the
Supporters Club - it's £6 for adults, £5 for
concessions, or £12 for families of up to two
adults and two children, and they all get
discounts on Town on Tour.

DIY travellers

IF YOU want to drive to the Britannia Stadium, the
two-hour trip is easy, but parking is not. Stoke
City insist that to use the car park at the ground,
you must buy a £3 ticket in advance. We have a
limited allocation at the Kenilworth Road ticket
office. Stoke will not take cash on the day. Their
information includes a warning that if you get in
without an official pass your car will be clamped
and the release fee is £50. They also advise that
while there is no street parking, other car parks
are available, at the Booker Cash & Carry, £1 per
vehicle, or at a pay and display council car park
just beyond it. A shuttle coach service operates
from there to the ground at £1 return. Our advice,
based on last season, is to look for the Heron
Cross car park, £1 a car, and then take a walk of
about ten minutes to the stadium.

The road trip from Luton is north up M1, onto M6
and leave at junction 15 to take the A500. At the
first exit take the A34 towards Stone, and follow
the signs for Trentham. At the next roundabout
turn left on to Trentham Road, the A5035 and that
leads to the stadium. Don't be kidded by the A50
which runs close to the stadium - it gives no
access to the car park. Mileage from Luton: 135.

Blackpool v Luton Town

BLACKPOOL is the destination on January 15,
another trip up the M6, a drive of a little over
three hours. Town on Tour are charging £16.50
for adult LTSC members, £14 for junior and
senior members, and £18 for all others.
Departure time is 9.30 from Maple Road, and
20 minutes later at Milton Keynes Coachway.
The Bobbers leave Cranfield at 8am and Luton
an hour later, and the fare is £15.50 and £13 for
concessions.

DIY travellers

TO DRIVE to Bloomfield Road, head north up
M1 and M6 all the way to junction 32. Take the
M55 into Blackpool. Stay on that road, going
straight ahead at a roundabout after 13 miles,
and you are on the A5230 Yeadon Way. Carry
on past Blackpool South railway station and
the ground is ahead of you, with ample council
pay and display parking within easy reach of
Bloomfield Road. Mileage from Luton: 220.

For the latest ticket and travel information call the Luton Ticket Office on

01582 416976
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CLEARANCE ]
BEGINS 27TH DECEMBER

CECIL GEE TWILL COATS
RRPM OUTLET PRICE £29.50

CALVIN KLEIN JEANS- RRP £85700
OUTLET PRICE £39-00, SALE PRICE £19.99

VERSACE V2 CLASSIC JEANS N -
RRP £69-95 OUTLET PRICE £39.00 .

RALPH LAUREN PIQUET POLO SHIRTS 16 iy ¥
RRP £35:00 OUTLET PRICE £19.99 :
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WITH the new millennium just dawned, it
seemed appropriate today to carry a
picture of what we believe to be the
youngest-ever Luton Town fan to appear
in the matchday magazine.

Danny Boon is the baby wearing the natty
Luton Town top, and the family is obviously a
little keen on the Town, because Danny was all
of four hours old when he was registered as a
member of the Junior Hatters.

He lives at Cuffley Court, Woodhall Farm,
Hemel Hempstead, and we look forward to the
day when he can toddle into Luton to see the
Town in action!

Pushing hard for the title "youngest ever" is
Sophie Louise Eggleton. She was less than
two days old when the picture was taken, but
it may be a while before she comes to
Kenilworth Road to shake a rattle for the Town.
Her parents are Lesley and Mark Eggleton,
once of Luton but now living in Dallas, Texas.
Proud grandmother Mrs Nancy Newberry,
from Hemel Hempstead, sent the picture to us,
explaining that Mark is still an avid Luton
supporter despite being on the other side of
the Atlantic Ocean.

"He rings each week for the latest result and
match report," she added. Thanks to a loving
grandmother, we hear that Father Christmas
went to Dallas and delivered a smart Luton
Town sleeping suit for young Sophie Louise.

Our other mini-Hatter is a real grown up in
comparison to Louise and Danny. Proudly
wearing his Luton Town shirt, and holding his
signed club football, is two-year-old Reece
Boutwood. His grandfather is a real Town
fanatic, season ticket holder Dave Boutwood,
who is sure that little Reece is destined for
similar pleasures. "He is already looking
forward to granddad taking him to his first
game," he said.

For the latest ticket and travel information call the Luton Ticket Office on

01582 416976

PART of a holiday trip to Honolulu went off
track for Town season ticket holder Alan
Wheatley, of Sundon Park, but it led to him
visiting an unusual war memorial.

He went to the Pacific to celebrate his 40th
birthday and to see a special invitation Indy
Car three-day race. But the race was cancelled,
so he had time to visit other parts of the
Hawaiian island, and the picture of him in his
Town kit was taken on board the USS
Missouri, otherwise known as "Mighty Mo."
The battleship is now part of an American
heritage memorial to the Pearl Harbor raid,
which led to the USA joining the second world
war.

Launched in 1944, the Missouri saw active
service in the battles of lwo Jima and Okinawa,
and in September 1945 was the stage for the
formal ceremony at which Japan surrendered.
Later, the ship was part of the UN forces in the
Korean war, and also served in the Gulf war
before being decommissioned in 1992. The
ship is now preserved, in fighting trim, as a
war memorial.

OUR other Hatters Abroad picture is from
nearer to home, and was sent in by Daniel
Musson, who is the Town fan on the right. He
comes from Great Barr, Birmingham, and his
pal pictured with him is Matthew Jennison, of

Hitchin. If you know your football grounds,
you might recognise the stadium - Hampden
Park, Glasgow.

The photograph was taken on Saturday
November 13, on a day when the two Town
fans enjoyed the result a lot more than they
had done the previous evening.

Daniel explained: "We made the trip to
Cambridge on the Friday to see the Town lose
at the Abbey Stadium, then travelled up to
Glasgow to see England beat Scotland in the
first leg of the Euro 2000 play-off."

OUR Hatters Abroad feature is open to all
fans - if you have an interesting snap of
Town kit in far-flung places, or even close to
home if the subject or location is
picturesque, we would like to consider it for
publication. Please send it, with a few
details, to the matchday magazine editor at
Luton Town FC. Please enclose a stamped
self-addressed envelope if you want the
photographs back.

We are also interested in hearing about our
very young fans sporting the Town's
colours for our occasional "Mini Hatters"
series.

For all the latest news, views and interviews call

CLUBCALL - 09068 I2I I23




HATTERS SHOP = HATTERS SHOP

Merry Christmas and a very Happy Neuw Year from all at the Club Shop

Vehicle set

Lager One Pint Wine Whiskey Drams Tudor

Glass Football Glass Glass Glass Glass Tankard

£3.95 £4.50 £4.25 £4.25 £4.50 £450

Large Kit
Teddy
£29.95 4

‘ «r
'. o

Football Logo Foothall Logo Football Logo Football Logo Football Logo
V-Neck Ringer Fleece V-Neck Polo Sweat Shirt
S-XL S-XL S-XL S-XL S-XL
£15.00 £15.00 £49.00 £22.50 £26.00

Pooh Kit
Bear

£29.95

p 5 | CLUB SHOP HOLIDAY OPENING HOURS
These are jl.lS.t a selection of the many e Monday and Tuesday, December 27 and 28: Closed
4 Wednesday and Thursday, December 29 and 30: 10am - 4pm

neul lines of clothing and souvenirs ' " New Years Eve: 10am - 2pm
Friday and Saturday Jan 1 and 2: Closed

now available at the Club Shop | 58 Monday Jan 3: 9am - 5.30p

| hereatter as norms



‘abotit as in 1999. But we gat through, and the very fact
that we are still alive and kicking was a huge relief after
the uncertainties of the summer. Brian Swain offers a
very personal view of the past 12 months.

“The old year has gone, and so has Steve Davis, back to
Burnley far £800,0000 - his decision, not the club's.
The new year starts with a 2-2 draw at Colchester anc
the task ot filling Bavis's boats goes to Sean Byche, 28,
‘on lean from Bristel City. @n his debutwe are stuffed 3-
U at home by Walsall en a night when Emmerson
Boyce and Iresor Kandal make debuts in a largely-
reserve side.
We' are 14th in the table after eight league games
withoutvictory, still suffering a Worthington Eup hang-
‘over. Luckily, out of form Wycombe are the next
visitors. We win 3-1, including Matthew Spring's first-
ever goal. Phil Gray and Paul McCarthy have a handbag
‘puneh-up and are sent off, and Keith Ryan follows,
~ leaving Wycombe down to nine men. Manager Neil
Stillie is ordered aut of the referee's raom after the
game, and is sacked a few hours later. Serves him right
for seoring for Reading when they beat us at Wembley
it 1988 before we lifted the one that really mattered!
Landry Zahana-Oni comes fram Bromley for £25,000,
Herve Bacque leaves. Wigan win 4-0 at Kepilworth
Road after Kelvin Davis is sent off at 1-0.

Steve Davis is a loser as we win 2-1 at Turf Moar,
Nathan Abbey making a debut, but then Wrexham win
2-1 at Kenilworih Read. Events off the field are mare
worrying: a threatening letter and unlit Molotov
cocktail are shoved through David Kohler's letter hox at
home, and he decides to sell his stake and quit. Three
days later the arandiose Kohlerdome scheme is finally
rejected in the High Court. We lose at home to Notts
County, but Stuart Deuglas gets the only goal as we
beat Blackpool on the day €hris Willmott makes his
debut.

A hoardoom split becomes public. Cliff Bassett tries to
break the deadlock by calling in the receivers. That
evening we draw 1-1 at home to Reading - Spring
scores, Alexander misses a penalty and Paul McLaren
is sent off for two yellow cards.

E HAVE had a few funny uld &easens 16l the past Iau!
rarely have the Town given their fans so much LAV (A

Receiver John Kelly moves in. Kehler is sacked as MB
o save s salary and perks: Deadline day sees the

receiver smiling: Alexander goes te Preston for

E50,000 ‘with add-ens te come; Reading sign Sean

Evers for £500,000. Gerry Harrison's three-manth loaf
ends anc the receiver will not spend the £50,000
Suncletland are asking. (He's back with us now, looking
for anether cluby after falling out With' Peter Raid).
Lawrence brings back Sean Byche and Tony Thorpe on
loan.

Gavin McGowan is sent eff fortwo yellows in a 1-1
home draw with Qldham and at York we come back
from a goal down to win. But we are more worried at
still being in receivership, and wonder if we can kick off
the next season. Fans flock to launch FLAG and £10,000
is raised in one evening as more than 1,000 cram into
a hall at Vauxhall Toddington to discuss ways of buying
the club. Emmerson Boyce makes a debut as we slump
1-0 at home to Lincoln, who are on their way to
relegation.

The season ends with a 1-0 win at Millwall, Thorpe
netting his fourth goal in eight appearances. The last
home game is another flop - our ninth league defeat at
Kenilwarth Road is deubly embarrassing because
Macelesfield are already relegated and Simon Davies, a
misfitamong the Hatters, scores a cracking winner, But
we all enjoy seeing our 1959 FA Cup final heroes take a
bow. We wish Syd Qwen was still alive ta join them.

Allis quiet on the receivership front, but the squad is
reduced dramaticallye [Free transfers are given fo
Mitehell Thamas, Nathan Abbey, Jimmy Cox and Paul
'sicknote” Showler Julian James, who gave so much to
Luton Town, regretiully accepts his career is over,
ended by a dodagy tackle by Barry Hayles at Bristal
Reversin April 1998 which left James with his right leg
broken in two places.

Ghris Willmott (E350,000) and Kelvin Davis (E600,000)
are sold to Wimbledon. In receivership, transfer
ingome s now El.bmillion, with ancther £200,00 to
come depending on Kelvin Davis's appearances at
Wimbladen. He hasn't actually made one in the
Premiership yet. Total outlay on new players: not a
bean.

For all the latest news, views and Interviemsitr:iail

CLUBCALL - 09068 I2l 123
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: 'Boardmom row rumhles on and Football League is
hreatenmg to chuck us out if a deal is not reached.

Nathan Abbey hears about Davis leaving, extnc::afeés
himself from Germinal Beerwchott of Antwerp, and.

' returns on a short-term contract, later to be extended

for the rest of the season. Receivers keep the purse-
strings tight, and we are ‘about to field the cheapest
team in the league, costing precisely nothing, but full of
very good value players - thank God for a good youth
policy!

Efe Sodje wants to sign on a free from Macclesfield,
but the receivers will not have him on the wages bill, so
he must wait. Enough trialists flock to Kenilworth Road
to fill two teams, but Lawrence decides to put his faith
in the kids, like 17-year-old Matthew Taylor, who is
about to go straight from youth to league football.

With league status at risk, the three directors lined up
against Kohler eventually get their way minutes before
the deadline, 15 hours before kick-off. Kohler takes
something over £1million, and Bassett is a reluctant
chairman and majority shareholder. He is owed
£3million by the ¢lub, and wants support from other
investors,

A 0-0 draw at Notts County is not the best game you
have ever seen, but the 1,500 Town fans are in high
spirits at the survival of the club, Pity one or two get
themselves arrested. Sadje signs a one-year contract,
as does Abbey, and experienced Adam Locke joins
after being released by Bristol City. They also give us
Julian Watts on loan, later to be signed on a free. Ray
MeKinnon declines a short contract, and’ chooses
Livingston and the Scottish League Division One. {My

- wife remembers it well - knowing how: to treata lady, 1
~ took her on honeymoon on the

taur. She quite liked Snrhng Al
- her a blanket to keep war
 Liam George, back from a broke
- ever league. goais ina 3~2 home win over Blackpool.
 Tresor Kandol gets his first-ever

-where they gave
just.)
g, scores his first-

@F goal in'a 2-2
draw at Bristo vers, but we are out of the
Worthrngtan Cup, ¢
home. We end the month second in the league, our

best in 1999.

ratember

Taylor registers his first league goal in a 3-1 home win
over Wrexham, but Phil Gray and Andrew Fotiadis

2 on aggregate after losing at =

'suﬂ’er semus ‘m;urxes and WI" see little more ac‘aon

dis
:S‘tuart Fraseris the iateét youngster .
er league goal We are in thu'd place

‘Midgley's turn to break-his duck in the league, but we
lose 2-1.at Oldham, a week after a 1-0 defeat atWigan,
and drop to tenth. We are green with envy at Wigan's
new stadium:I's a praper football greund, fie roof and
a piteh designed to lay there and do nothing dramatic
like hover-crafting itself out into the car park.
Receivefship ends at last, after seven months, with the
final documents signed and Bassett now in charge.
He's a genuine fan, proud of the town where he
developed his business to become a millienaire. The
club owes him £3million We celebrate by coming back
fram one down to beat Gillingham 3-1 at Kenilworth
Road to climb to seventh plage in thetable. :

Home results in the league are impeccable, but away
failures are gnawing away at promotion hopes. Losing
by the only goal at Millwall was bad enough, but 3-1
away to lowly Cambridge was hard to take. A £250,000
FA Cup run is some consolation - after beating
Kingstonian we get throughiin a replayat Lingoln, both
games on Sky TV.

Midgley's lean ends, and we get Tony Thorpe back, on
another loan. We need him = impressive Preston,
second in the table, win 2-0, our first home league =
defeat of the season.

‘Flrst Dmsmn moneybags Fulham are given a fnght at
Craven Gettage in the FA Cup. More than 2,000 fown
fans see a 22 draw on aday we mightimight snatched
wctm'y, but m the rEp!ay Fulham are ruthiess at

- Oxford. The heraes m‘ Craven Cuﬂage are also fall—

guys at Colchester, where we lose 3-0. We are now out
of the top ten, but not to worry - five or six straight
wins will make it a very happy new year, whichiis what
| wish to everyene north of Vicarage Road!

To advertise in this matchday programme call the Commercial Department on

(Calls charged at 60p per minute at all times)
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5 Macken 12 2 1 Wilki Notts Coun ' 3 e TS 3t o 6 313 mael
IKie _— ty o LutonTown 20 5 2 2 11 § 3 4 4 1618 30 Reading 46 10 6 7 29 26 6 7 10 25 37 61
20 Bu Ryan : . | Blackpool 2 : Man.City 22 4 5 2 13 8 3 4 4 1213 30 LutonTown 46 10 4 9 25 26 6 6 11 26 34 58
05 Millwall Bennett s ury | Blackpool 22 4 4 3 1512 3 3 4 1013 28 BristolRov 46 8 9 6 35 28 5 8 10 30 28 56
. 10 Caskey 5 7 3 Lvynch 67 gaTbr|dge 2 i York City 2 4 5 2 1613 3 1 7 1224 27 Blackpool 46 7 8 8 24 24 7 6 10 20 30 56
. 3 arren : tp e . thchester 21 3 4.3 8 1 3 4 2 13 14 27 Burnley 46 8 7 8 2333 5 9 9 1140 55
i'lg;;agbé;?gea&;g:’n:l:%w Fo gg Wigan - BristolRov 22 5 5 2 1913 0 5 5 5 12 25 Notts Co 46 8 6 9 29 27 6 6 11 23 34 54
. . gl Ga¥|a her 40 Bristol Clty » Wrexham 22 6 3 4 1513 0 4 5 6 16 25 Wrexham 46 8 6 9 21 28 5 B 10 22 34 53
> v I‘? s Colchester Northampton22 2 6 2 1111 3 3 6 10 12 24 Colchester 46 9 7 7 2530 3 9 11 27 40 52
2 40 Wycombe night 38 Brenitford - Bunley 22 5 3 3 1111 1 2 8 1125 23 Wycombe 46 8 5 10 31 26 5§ 7 11 21 32 &1
5 games by a 1 Goal margin Jordan 38 e - NottsCo 21 3 2 5 1315 2 4 5 1017 21 Oidham 46 8 4 11 26 31 6 5 12 22 35 51
% 8 Thorne ;i EabIeG = by o Macclesfield 22 2 4 4 9 11 2 5 5 10 17 21 York 46 6 8 9 2833 7 3 132847 50
30+ Chesterfield & Scunthorpe /&1 v reston aws 14 Oldham Wycombe 22 4 2 6 1613 0 5 5 4 14 19 Northamptond46 4 12 7 26 31 6 6 11 17 26 48
| Na tdefeats as yet Beeby .08 = Oldham 22 3 2 6 1117 1 4 6 9 18 18 Lincoln 46 9 4 10 27 27 4 3 16 15 47 46
y Scunthor, i
B 50 Bariow 16 2 2 00 Barnle pe . \meoln 22 2 2 6 1318 1 2 9 8 24 13 ) \Macc!esfleld 46 7 4 12 24 30 4 6 13 19 33 43 J
§ 4 games by a 1 goal margin 1 dgames Gillingﬁam .
3-5 ?UI’II"IIEyb id 801 Number of games Preston
¢ aulconbridge Number of red cards Bournemouth
=N f . i ; .
1 EWCar&' /k5-3vReadingfz-0vBrentford j Ave =N::E§:zfyel\ow2:::: wrpme Chesterfield For all the latest news, views and interviews call
. 4 Stoke CLUBCALL - 09068
(.22 14 Devine 2”2 1 3 = 121 123

(Calls charged at 60p per minute at all times)




m .....,,‘.....,.. 000 0P000000000P0SPOOPOCOROEOOOD DO

league
date opposition result scorers place attnd team “' substitutes
e
g Sat7 " Notts Co A 00 - 6141  Abbey Fraser Watts White Johnson  Douglas  Melaren Gray Spring Mcindoe  Taylor Boyce for Taylor, 70 mins. Unused: George, Scarlett, Zahana-Oni, Tate
2 Tue 10 WC1 (1) Bristol Rov H 02 - 2984 Abbey Fraser Watts White Boyce Douglas  McLaren Gray Spring Meclndoe  Taylor Doherty for White HT; Fotiadis for Douglas 60 mins; George for Mclndoe 60 mins. Unused: Zahana-Oni, Tate
< Sat 14 Blackpool H 3-2  George 2, Spring 7 5176 Abbey Fraser Watts Doherty Johnson George McLaren pouglas  Spring Fotiadis  Taylor McKinnon for Fotiadis 75 mins; Zahana-Oni for Douglas 83 mins; Mcindoe for McLaren 89 mins. Unused: Boyce, Tate
Sat 21 Reading A 21 Fotiadis, George 3 8741 Abbey Fraser Watts Doherty Johnson George  Mclaren Gray Spring  Fotiadis  Taylor McIndoe for Fotiadis 78 mins. Unused: Sodje, White, McKinnon, Tate
Wed 26 WC1 (2) Bristol Rov A 22 Kandol, Doherty 3 4414  Abbey Locke Sodie Boyce White Watts Gray McKinnon Douglas  Mclndoe  Kandol  Doherty for Douglas 67 mins; Fotiadis for Kandol 67 mins. Unused: Scarlett, Davis, Ward
Sat 28 Cardiff H 10  Gray 2 5374 Abbey Fraser Watts Doherty Johnson George  Mclaren Gray Spring Fotiadis  Taylor Douglas for Fotiadis 66 mins; Mclndoe for McLaren 81mins; McKinnon for George 84 mins. Unused: Sodje, Tate
Tues31  Bournemouth A 0-1 2 4797 Apbey Fraser Watts Doherty Johnson George  Mclaren Gray Spring  Fotiadis  Taylor Douglas for Fotiadis 60 mins; Mcindoe for McLaren 81mins. Unused: McKinnon, Sodje, Tate
o Sat4 Bury H 11 Fotiadis 5 4633 Abbey Fraser Watts Doherty Johnson George  Mclaren Gray Spring  Fotiadis  Taylor  Douglas for Fotiadis 73 mins; Mcindoe for George 73 mins. Unused: McKinnon, Sodje, Tate
% satn Wrexham H 3-1  Taylor, Spring, George 3 5121 Abbey Fraser Watts Doherty Johnson George  Mclaren Douglas Spring  Fotiadis  Taylor  Kandol for Fotiadis HT; McKinnon for McLaren 62 mins; Sodje for Johnson 75 mins. Unused: Scarlett, Tate
Sat 18 Brentford A 02 5 7039 Abbey Fraser Watts Doherty Johnson George  Locke Douglas  Spring  Kandol  Taylor  Sodije for Kandol 70 mins. Unused: White, Boyce, Scarlett, Tate
Sat 25 Oxford Utd H 4-2  George2 Fraser Locke 3 6102 Abbey Fraser Watts Doherty Johnson George  Locke Douglas Spring  Midgley  Taylor  Mcindoe for Midgley 66 mins. Unused: Sodje, Kandol, Scarlett, Tate
§ Sat 2 Wigan A 01 8 6866 Abbey Fraser Watts D"h.‘m‘f Johnson  George  Locke \ Douglas Spring Mclaren  Taylor Mcindoe for McLaren 73 mins; Midgley for Locke 77 mins. Unused: Sodje, White, Ward
S sa9 Oldham A 12 Midgley 10 4532  Abbey Fraser Watts Sodje  Johnson  Gray Locke Douglas  Spring  Mclaren  Taylor  Kandol for Gray 50 mins; Mcindoe for McLaren 67 mins; Midgley for Douglas 67 mins. Unused: White, Ward
2 Sat1 Gillingham H 31  George2(lpen), Douglas 7 6394 Abbey Fraser Watts Doherty Johnson George  Midgley Douglas  Spring  McLaren Taylor  Locke for Midgley 80 mins; McIndoe for McLaren 85 mins. Unused: Kandol, Sodje, Ward
Tue 19 Wycombe H 11 Douglas 7 5820 Abbey Fraser Watts Doherty Johnson George  Midgley Douglas  Spring  Mclaren Taylor  Mclndoe for Midgley 75 mins, Unused: Kandol, Sodje, Ward
Sat 23 Oxtord Utd A 1-0  George 7 5866 Abbey Fraser Watts Doherty Johnson George Midgley Douglas  Spring Mclaren  Taylor Melndoe for Midgley 72 mins; Locke for Douglas 77 mins, Unused: Kandol, Sodje, Ward
Sat 30 Kingstonian (FA Cup 1) H 4-2  Gray, George, Spring, Taylor 7 4,682  Abbey Fraser Watts Doherty Johnson George  Gray Douglas  Spring  McLaren Taylor Mclndoe for Gray 30 mins; Boyce for Fraser 39 mins, Unused: White, Sodje, Ward
= Tue2 Millwall A 01 9 6181 Abbey Boyce Watts Doherty Johnson George — Midgley Douglas  Spring Mclaren  Taylor Melndoe for Midgley HT. Unused: White, Sodje, Locke, Ward
2 Sat6 Burnley H 21 Midgley 2 8 7205 Abbey Boyce Watts Doherty Johnson George Midgley Douglas  Spring McLaren  Taylor Melndoe for Douglas 73 mins; Locke for McLaren 79 mins; Kandol for Midgley 88 mins. Unused: Sodje, Ward
%‘ Fri 12 Cambridge Utd A 13  George 9 6211 Abbey Boyce Watts Doherty Johnson George  Midgley pouglas  Spring McLaren  Taylor Sodije for Boyce HT; Locke for MeLaren 59 mins; Mcindoe for Midgley 59 mins. Unusad: Kandol, Ward
= Fri19 Lincoln (FA Cup 2) H 22 Doherty 2 10 4291 Abbey Fraser Watts Doherty Johnson George  Locke Douglas  Spring  McLaren  Taylor Sodije for Locke HT; Mcindoe for McLaren 83 mins. Unused: Boyce Kandol, Ward
Tue 23 Preston H 0-2 10 5124 Abbey Fraser Watts Doherty Sodje George  Midgley Douglas  Spring McLaren  Taylor Mclndoe for McLaren 62 mins; White for Midgley 62 mins; Boyce for Fraser 75 mins. Unused: Locke, Ward
Sat 27 Bristol Rov A 03 10 7805 Abbey Fraser Watts Sodje Johnson ~ George  Doherty Locke Spring McLaren  Melndoe  Thorpe for Doherty 61 mins; Boyce for Watts 86 mins. Unused: Taylor, Douglas, Ward
Tue 30 Lincaln (FA Cup 2R) A 10 Douglas 10 3822 Abbey Fraser Watts Sodje Johnson  George  Doherty Douglas  Spring  Mclaren  Taylor Locke for McLaren 50 mins. Unused: Boyce, Kandol, Mcindoe, Ward
% Sat4 Notts County H 2-2 Doherty, Thorpe 11 5195 Abbey Fraser Watts Doherty Johnson George  Thorpe Douglas  Spring  Locke Taylor  Boyce for Fraser 60 mins; Sodje for Douglas 81 mins. Unused: Kandol, Scarlett, Tate
£ Tue7 Oxford [AWS 1) A 02 11 1,220 Abbey Fraser Sodje Ayres Johnson ~ George  Doherty Douglas  Spring Locke Boyce Read for Douglas HT; Scarlett for Locke 63 mins. Unused: Taylor, Jerry, Tate
& Sat11 Fulham (FA Cup 3) A 22 George, Spring 10 5905 Abbey Fraser Watts Sodje Johnson  George  Doherty Douglas  Spring Locke Taylor All unused: Boyce, Scarlett, Jerry, Ayres, Tate
3 Fi Colchester A 03 11 3049 Abbey Fraser Watts Sodje Johnson  George  Thorpe Doherty  Spring Locke Taylor MecLaren for George 62 mins. Unused: Boyce, Scarlett, Read, Ward
Tues21  Fulham (FA Cup 3R) H 03 11 8170 Abbey Fraser Watts Doherty Johnson George  McLaren Douglas  Spring  Locke Taylor  Boyce for Fraser 59 mins. Unused: Scarlett, Kandol, Ayres, Tate
Sun 26 Chesterfield H 11 Locke 13 5870 Abbey Boyce Watts Doherty Johnson George  Thorpe Douglas  Spring Locke Taylor MecLaren for Spring 73 mins; Gray for Thorpe 74 mins. Unused: Fraser, Fotiadis, Tate
Tue 28 Bristol City A 00 12 11,832 Abbey Boyce Waits Doherty  Johnson  White Gray Douglas  Spring Locke Taylor Fotiadis for Douglas 83 mins. Unused: George, Fraser, Scarlett, Tate
é Mon 3 Scunthorpe H 3pm
N Sat8 Stoke A 3pm ~
Z satts Blackpool A 3pm [ - DHOLMEF e DAEVA:
" sat22 Reading H 3pm Y th — ) TIE FooTRALLLEAGUE (94 T - Wigan 2210 2 0246 4 7 0 21 g ?15
Sun30  Cardiff A 12.18pm ou ' aga= P p OUTHALLIANCE L€y ThE SECOI‘ld DIVISIOD Preston 239 1 2 2010 5 6 0 18 9 49
= BristolRov 23 7 3 1 15 6 7 2 3 16 9 47
re 2:: ?2 ::::"emmh : 3::: THE Football League Youth Alliance programme resumes after _ 3 _ g’litl\n{all g; 170 411 : g(ﬁ) 190 g g g 18 13 45
Sat19  Bristol Rov H 3pm the holiday break on Saturday, when we are at home to OUR Boxing Day draw against Chesterfield saw us § (K. 29 9 1 3 2310 4 2 3 1716 a1
Sat 26 Brentford H 3pm Shrewsbury (11am). The game is at Luton RFC, Newlands ; ?i:;pt'mt:ttf?: sb;at;?)r: I;?tlfv:; ::l’llﬁnll:)l:it E;v;flonlfor tl;e NottsCo 24 5 3 4 1814 6 3 3 17 12 39
raSRIEA B Im ! CK a place, 10§ stoke 224 5 31411 63 219138[
Erwr oo s o e 12t it tie GRS e SR Ssucthape hod | Gt N T 338 WS 0 R B
= sat1l Millwal H 3pm a better holiday than we did - a 1-1 at Oldham on | g, 225 4 22419 2 5 4 1110 30
Sat 18 Preston A 3pm Boxing Day followed by a 1-0 home win over t:umn Town 23 6 4 1 2; 14 2 28 5 17 30
Tue 21 Cambridge Utd H 7.45pm managerless Blackpool on Tueday. Then winner was B‘:};‘;Z‘I’E't’f gg 3 g g }5 187 g g ‘; 12 ;‘? gg
Sat 25 Chesterfield A 3pm g netted by Manny Omoyimni, who has already played | oidham 233 3 51213 3 4 5 1216 25
Eofp Colthaster p— B2 Y3 — o gL againt us once this season. His loan from West Ham | Oxford RE g g L DM
& - i — | NG ey to Gillingham caused problems when he played for | cogtr 3 g
& Sat8 Scunthorpe A 3pm i vtaous o ovn ow | : pro piay Cardiff 3.3 6' 29241 2 2 8 94219 23
St St (dty Y The reserves have no game this week. Their next is on bt e Worth_mgton Cup, ‘and e nearty \é\gmi?;r gg g g g :3 ;g ; g g 192 gg %1?
Sat 22 Gillingham A 3pm e s caused a problem at Kenilworth Road as well, laying -
Mon2s  Wigan H 3pm Wednesday January 12, away to Cambridge, and the on a goal which put Gillingham ahead before we saw | feading 223 6 3 1313 1 1 8 1227 19
Sat29  Wycombe A pm following Wednesday they meet Northampton at Kenilworth them off 341, Bfafkp"oje 53 5 4 5 1299 1 3 3 18 ;3 Ig
% Saté Oldham H 3pm Road (2pm). i —— Chesterfield 22 1 3 6 5 11 1 5 6 8 14 14
= The FA Cup final will be on May 20 \ *Not including Colchester v Wycombe, Wednesday 20.12.99)
TBA Stoke City H

For all the latest news, views and interviews call To advertise in this matchday programme call the Commercial Department on

CLUBCALL - 09068 121 I23 o582 4li622
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Todau's Teams

=

Scunthorpe

LIONEL PEREZ

PAUL HARSLEY
ANDREW DAWSON
RICHARD LOGAN
ASHLEY FICKLING
CHRISTOPHER HOPE
JUSTIN WALKER
LEE HODGES

25 GUY IPOUA

28 MANNY OMOYIMNI
18 NATHAN STANTON
Substitutes

27 JOHN CORNFORTH
17 WAYNE GRAVES

16 SEAN McAULEY

19 DARRYN STAMP

1 THOMAS EVANS (GK)
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Referee: Clive Wilkes, Corse, Gloucester
Assistants: N. F Perkin, Gravesend (red flag)
W. Ramsay, Coventry (yellow and red flag)
Reserve official: R. Woods, Bedford
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Motorbodies Central Motorbodies Leagrave OPENING HOURS
15 Hitchin Road, Luton, Bedfordshire. 166 Marsh Road, Leagrave, Luton 2’2‘:’[‘)1; ?"‘__,""1'"[““
Telephone 01582 454666 Telephone 01582 567500 San 10.30 - 4.30 Al
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