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should know what to expect from today’s game. i

‘ “e— elcome to the players, officials and supporters of Luton Town
) for this afternoon’s Nationwide Football I‘.ea_que ~
.*J S fixture. We played Luton just one month ago so we ‘

Life as an Oxford United supporter is never easy. The
team have made an indifferent start to the season
and we are currently lying 19th in Division Two.
However, it is not all doom and gloom. We are
starting to see the return to fitness of vital members
of the squad and Malcolm now has more or less, his
strongest squad at his disposal. 1t has not been ez
for the team to adjust to the new level of foothall -
and the more physical side that Division Two brings,
but the players are slowly finding their feet and all it
takes is one result to kick-start our se:
You :_nﬂy have to look at Man
that if we ¢ 't o ogether v
ome the end of M The Maine Road side, had a

fe allmnf: s h 2 ( n it mattered m run of three or four game:
without defe yuld soon see us climbing up the table and restoring a little
confidence in th i

Scunthorpe y on a Tuesday night was probably not the most appealing of

matches to watch last week, but the lure (

of our supporters who made the journey. Arriving into Scunthorpe, it

floodlights that g / that the building in front of u 1S acty
ground - it looked maore warehouse or one of those Swedish furniture shops
that heen cropping up around the count
Talking of those particular floodlights, 1 have
to drive a deli /an. On one sion he had to make a deli o Glanford
ark and proceeded to drive into one of the floodlight bases. These are not
||‘|r|u‘|ﬂ'ar|\, small and quite visible to ing attention to the road ahead,

wow he did it remains a my

friend who lives in Grimshy who

g to travel up on the C ¥ group of us stayed with the
aforementioned ct
prior to the game. /ind and on a strange course, it took us five hours
to complete the round that v entually won by the ‘southerners’ 1 of ‘Emily’
Bishop and me. 1 have to admit though that the reason we won was down to Mr.
Bishop rather than my limited abil

Back to football, the F/ aw last week has given us a good chance to
progress into the next round. A home dray i

ide Conference side and th

5 to make it in the Football League if given the ch

{ e, Let us not fore
1don’s exit at the hands of Stevenage at the County Ground Jast s

p\( ase turn up @
best that it needs

David Crabtree
Programme Editor

COVER STORY...
Derek Lilley has
guickly settled at United
with three goals in
eleven League games.

1 the intention of playing a rounc golf

Luton are a very good footballing side and we will
have to be at the top of our game if we are to avenge that defeat of
four weeks ago.

After the last three matches, it is essential that we get back to
winning ways. 1 was bitterly disappointed with the results and we
know that we did not perform to the standards that we are capable
of. The matches against Brentford and Scunthorpe were especially
disappointing. At Brentford, we contained the opposition for most of
the game, but never really created anything. At Scunthorpe we were
extremely unlucky to come away with no points. We dominated the
first half and were unlucky not to be 1-0 up at half-time. 1 was
disappointed with the second half performance, but thought the lads
defended extremely well under severe pressure. Their goal came in the dying
minutes and it was a sucker punch for us.

Now we need to roll our sleeves up and start grinding out results. We have
to raise our performance and that has to begin today. The players have got to
start believing in themselves. They have the ability to match anyone in this
League, now we have to show that we are as good as we know we can be.
Knowing how hard the players have worked over the last week and a half; 1
know how much it means to them to start climbing away from the wrong end
of the table. They are professionals and they have pride. They want to be
winning games and playing in a winning side. Winning becomes a habit and
it is a very good habit to get into.

Every player has a part to play - even if they are not in the team. They know
that should they perform below the standards that we expect of them, there
will be someone waiting in the wings ready to take their place. The squad we
have may be short on numbers, but it is not short on quality - you only have
to look at the way that the fringe players have performed when called upon.

Regaining our winning touch today would give everybody at the Club a
massive boost. There is no better opportunity than playing at home in front
of your own supporters. It has often been said that playing at home gives a
side a goal start, hopefully we will make that count today and give you, the
supporters, something to cheer about.

&

Malcolm

John Gowing
Jewellers &
Watch Studio
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Manager
- Mr. Lawrence is an
experienced manager and took
over from ex-boss Termry
Westley in December 1995. It
was his know-how of the
Nationwide League and his
ability to manage on a
shoestring budget that
altracted Luton to him. As a
player, Mr. Lawrence served
non-league clubs Croydon,
Carshalton and Sutton United
and his first experiences in
management were assistant
positions at Lincoln and
Plymouth. He took over as
Charlton boss in 1982 and
held the post for 9 years
before joining Middlesbrough
in 1991. Having led them to
the Premiership a year later, ‘Boro. were quickly
relegated and Mr. Lawrence was replaced as
manager by Bryan Robson. Eighteen months as
Bradford's boss followed, before he joined Luton
Town.

Goalkeeper - This season

Nathan has grasped the opportunity to step up into

Luton Town's first team following the departure of
former number one Kelvin Davis to Wimbledon.
Like Davis, Nathan came up through the ranks at
Kenilworth Road and before this season the
Islington born number one had made just two
league appearances.

Defender/Wing-Back -
Taylor's rise to prominence and First Team football
with Luton Town underlines

that this 17 year old wing-
back has a very bright future

for Oxford United as a junior
14. He recovered from this

Abingdon United where he
played for their youth team
and was spotted by Luton
boss Lennie Lawrence whilst
playing county football for
Oxfordshire. To be playing in
the Football League at such a
young age is a very special
achievement and Matthew's
performances so far this
season have justified his
inclusion.

tts(40) - Defender
- Shefﬁeid born defender
Julian signed for Luton Town
under the Bosman ruling this
summer from Leicester City
after falling out of favour

in football. He actually played
but was released at the age of

disappointment and signed for

with the Filbert Street side.
Watts began his professional
playing career at Rotherham
and, having scored one goal
for them in 20 appearances,
he made the move to join his
hometown club, Sheffield
Wednesday. His time at
Hillshorough was a little
frustrating as he struggled to
make the break into the first
team and having gone out
on loan to Shrewsbury, he
made then made a
permanent move to Leicester.

Defender - Sodje is another
defender who Lennie
Lawrence signed during the
summer and this strong
player appears to be a good addition to the
Kenilworth Road squad. He joined Luton from
Macclesfield Town, for whom he had played 41
matches, all of which came last season in what was
the club’s and Efetobar's first in league football.
Prior to this Sodje had been playing his football
with Rushden and Diamonds and his commanding
performances soon caught the attention of
Macclesfield boss Sammy Mclroy.

Defender - Since serving his
appr(nn(c'ahlp at Kenilworth Road, Marvin has
remained loyal to his only club with over 250
appearances to his name. Johnson prefers to
play in the centre of defence, but such is his
versatility he can play as a full-back and in
midfield. He is a former Luton Town “player of the
year’ and a firm favourite with his side’s supporters.

! Defender - Gavin is a full-
back who joined Luton from Arsenal, where he
found Winterburn and Dixon difficult players to
displace. However, despite just six appearances at
Highbury, Gavin leamt enough in the company
of established defenders like Adams, Bould and
Keown to sign for The Hatters in June of this
year. He joined on a free transfer having had
two, injury ravaged loan spells at Kenilworth
Road.

Midfield - Born is Brent,
Andrc is weH thought of at Kenilworth Road and is
a midfield player who looks to have an extremely
bright future. He was given his chance towards the
back end of last season and he responded well o
the opportunity presented to him by Lennie
Lawrence, scoring once in six matches. Standing at
only 547 it is Andre’s skill and vision that makes
him such a creative midfield player.
Paul Midfield - Born in High
Wycombe, Paul was still a schoolboy when he was
playing youth team football. His astonishingly quick
progress was continued when he signed a pro-

McLaren(8)

contract whilst just 17. He is a very attack
minded midfielder, seen as a replacement
for Ceri Hughes, and the former trainee
played 23 league matches last season.

Midfield - Like his
team mate Paul McLaren, Spring was very
highly rated as a youngster and was a
member of the Luton youth team who :
reached FA Youth cup semi-finals in 1997.
Matthew was awarded a league debut for
the first team against Bristol City, coming
on as a substitute and then started against
Plymouth Argyle. He made great strides  :
last season, making 13 appearances and is :
a hard-working, competitive midfield
player who looks to have great potential.

Midfield -
Michael is yet another
example of the thriving
youth system at
Kenilworth Road and of
the faith that Lennie
Lawrence is prepared to
place in young
footballers. Born in
Edinburgh, Michael had
not made a single
appearance prior to
this season but has ¢
been given his chance by the Hatters' boss
in recent weeks. Mcindoe is still only
young, but he passes the ball well from
the centre of the park .

Midfield/Striker - The
pacey and skilful young striker is very
highly rated at Kenilworth Road having
made the step up from youth to reserve
level last season. In Luton Town’s Avon
Insurance League Side, the striker scored
12 goals in 18 games, impressing Lennie
Lawrence and he made four appearances

last season in the first team. He is a
regular member of The Republic of Ireland
youth team and another young Hatter with
a big future in the game,

Striker - The former
Tottenham Hotspur, Northern lreland
international is in his second spell with
Luton and is a huge favourite with
supporters. David Pleat first plucked him
out of Spurs' reserves, paying £275,000
and in 59 games for the club, Gray scored
22 times. An £800,000 move to
Sunderland beckoned and following that a
move Lo the continent, where he played
for French side Nancy and the Dutch team
Fortuna Sittard. Luton re-signed him for
£400,000 and he will be hoping that he
can put behind him the troublesome

Vr’l( orne

injuries which have plagued him in recent
years,

Striker - Stuart scored
goals galore whilst in the youth and
reserve teams at Kenilworth Road and as a
17 year old, marked his Luton debut with
a goal against Grimsby Town. He has a lot
of pace and had it not been for some
troublesome injuries, he might have
established himself as a first team regular
at Kenilworth Road.

(18] ~ Striker - Tresor has
wotkcd his way up through the ranks at
Kenilworth Road and has scored plenty of
goals for the club at youth and reserve
team level. He made his debut for the
Hatters on April 6th of this year in the
club’s home match against York City and
Luton won that match 2-1. He has had a
number of substitute appearances also this
season and Lennie Lawrence will be keen
to see him progress over the coming
months.

Striker - Neil is
currently at Kenilworth Road on loan from
First Division promotion contenders
Ipswich Town. Born in Cambridge, he
served his traineeship with Ipswich but so
far is still awaiting the chance to step up
into their first team and was grateful for
the opportunity to play some football with

Neil Midgely(30)

Luton Town. He managed to score his first

goal when coming on a substitute against

i Oldham Athletic recently and will be
: hoping to continue that form to convince
: Lennie Lawrence that he is worth signing

permanently.

squad m

Alan White(5), Gary Doherty(12), Stuart

i Fraser(13), Andrew Fotiadis(14), Landri
Zahani-Oni(16), Emmerson Boyce(17),

i James Ayres(19), Jerry Moses(20), Daniel

i Tate(22), Jude Stirling(23), Scott Ward(24).

Ben Stone.




ORDS of the MANOR

otball historian Leigh Edwards looks at the links between Oxford United
1d Luton Town who are here on their first League visit since 1993.

AGUE RECORD AGAINST LUTON TOWN

P W D L F A
ime 10 4 3 3 18 16
ay 11 5 0 ] 18 28
TAL 21 9 3 9 36 44

10 goals by Liam George plus others from Stuart Fraser and Adam
cke gave Luton Town a 4-2 Second Division win at Kenilworth
ad to Oxford United a
nth ago. Luton beat
ford 5-4 on aggregate in
it season's Worthington
ip First Round and
umphed 1-0 on their last
ague visit to the Manor
ound on 23rd October
93 with a goal from Ceri
ighes.  Oxford's  last
ague victory at home to
ton was 4-0 in November
92 with all four goals
ored by John Durnin.

'ER-PRESENT

rmer Oxford United central defender John Dreyer was ever-
esent in three consecutive seasons for Luton Town. Moving to the
anor Ground from Wallingford Town in January 1985, he
atured prominently as Oxford were Littlewoods Cup semi-finalists
1987/88 and scored twice in 60 First Division games before being
Id to Luton for £140,000 in June 1988. He starred in the Hatters'
193/94 FA Cup run and netted 13 goals in 214 League outings for
today's visitors prior
to joining Stoke City
on a free transfer in
July 1994,

IN SAFE KEEPING

Former Luton Town
goalkeeper Alan Judge
was a key figure in
Oxford United's 1986
Milk Cup Final
triumph at Wembley.

Signing professional
at Kenilworth Road in
January 1978, he
featured in Luton’s
1981/82 Second
Division title
campaign and made
1 League
appearances for
today's  opponents
before moving to

Reading initially on
loan in  September
1982. He followed

Maurice Evans to Oxford
for £10,000 in December
1984 and contested the
goalkeeping slot  with
Steve Hardwick and Peter
Hucker, playing 80 League
games prior to joining
Hereford United in July
1991.

RDS

LEADING MARKSMAN

One-time Oxford United striker Mark Stein was Luton Town's
leading marksman in 1987/88, featuring in that season's
Littlewoods Cup Final triumph at Wembley. The younger brother of
Luton’s England striker Brian Stein, he signed professional at
Kenilworth Road in January 1984 and scored 19 times in 54 First
Division games for the Hatters before being sold to QPR for
£300,000 in August 1988. He joined Oxford in an exchange deal
involving David Bardsley in September 1989 and netted 18 goals in
82 Lleague outings prior to joining Stoke City £100,000 in
September 1981.

MANAGING TO SUCCEED

Former Luton Town midfielder Brian Horton had a spell as Oxford
United's manager. Moving to Kenilworth Road from Brighton for
£100,00 in August 1981, he skippered Luton’s 1981/82 Second
Division title triumph and scored eight goals in 118 League outings
for today’s opponents prior to joining Hull City as player-boss in
June 1984. He joined Oxford as Mark Lawrenson’s assistant in April
1988 and succeeded him as manager six months later, remaining in
charge at the Manor Ground until leaving to manager Manchester
City in August 1993,

CUP CLASH
Oxford United faced First Division rivals Luton Town in the 1987/88
Littlewoods Cup semi-final. Dean Saunders’ penalty gave Oxford a
1-1 draw in the first leg at the Manor. Eighteen days later goals by
Brian Stein and Ashley Grimes Luton a 2-0 second leg win in front
of 13,010 at Kenilworth Road. The Luton side on 28th February
1988 was: les Sealey, Tim Breaker, Ashley Grimes, Darren
McDonough, Steve Faster, Mal Donaghy, Danny Wilson, Brian Stein,
Mick Harford, Mark Stein, Rob Johnson. The Hatters went on to
beat holders Arsenal 3-2 in the Wembley final.

LORDS of the MANOR

SEERTeR———

ENGLAND INTERNATIONAL

England intermational defender Colin Todd
played for Oxford United and Luton Town
during his career. Capped 27 times by his
country, Todd moved to the Manor Ground
from Nottingham Forest in February 1984 and
made 12 League appearances for Oxford in

WEMBLEY WINNER

One-time Oxford United central defender Steve
Foster skippered Luton Town's 1988 Littlewoods
Cup Final triumph at Wembley. Moving to
Kenilworth Road from Aston Villa for £150,000 in
November 1984, the England international also
played for Luton in the 1989 Littlewoods Cup

that Third Division title campaign. He had a
spell with Vancouver Whitecaps prior to
joining Luton in October 1984 and played two
consecutive First Division games for today's
s "M' Kk Stei opponents. The likes of Milija Aleksic, Trevor
L‘ Iqr ein Aylott, Wayne Biggins and John Sims have
also played for both clubs.

7~ MANOR

Last Season
The Natioawide Football

Final and scored 11 goals in 163 First Division
games for today's opponents before reuniting
with Brian Horton at Oxford for £175,000 in July
1989. He netted nine times in 95 Second Division
outings whilst at the Manor Ground prior to
rejoining Brighton in August 1992,

TOP SCORER

One-time Oxford United striker Brian Lewis was top scorer in
Luton Town's 1968/69 promotion near-miss. Moving to
Kenilworth Road from Coventry City in July 1968, he featured in
Luton's 1969/70 promotion campaign but was displaced by
Malcolm
Macdonald
and  scored
22 times in
50 Third
Division
games for
today's
visitors

before being
sold to
Oxford  for
£10,000 in
January
1970. He
netted four
goals in 14
League
outings
whilst at the
Manor prior
to joining
Colchester

The Quality of the Football

Mitre|>

The authority

& e .
Brian Horton celebrates United  in
- . December
survival in 1992 1970,

United Foot

#Pali Club Oxfo
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The “Space AX" Soccer Boot From New Balance

With Peter Rhoades-Brown

. Welcome to Cooper School, \
I = 3 eadington iddle,
J ffj U f D / J E D r: | D —‘( d:-—] J D (_) f r ]I_I I]_(][I'L‘(ll_'. Marston T\:-"Ii]dlclﬂu aﬁ%

f‘ m @ who are all here this
. } g Fe (J ; f r_r i afternoon with their complimentary
L4 4 Ll & N ticket allocation.
I ﬂ re d Cd a C tl 0 n n d "T."."’ | would also like to extend a warm

welcome to a group of children here

. ' from 23rd Ladygrove Beaver and Cubs
I n e \ ‘ (Didcot). 1 hope you all enjoy the game
Exce p 0 0 rt and you all witness an Oxford United victory.

BUSY AS USUAL

During the last fortnight 1 have visited Blewbury, Greenmere,
Manor and Hagbourne Schools for .h\unlalll\ fitness and
health talks and promoting our So Courses. ave also
been coaching at the Kings School in Witney

group of children, Northfields coaching on Blackbird

with Nashy where had Orchard Meadow and V

on the Health and Fitness kick.

MARRIED THIS MORNING F 5 HEAR ACK!

BUT HERE THIS AFTERNOON much to do and only 15 minutes to do it in. Golden
Yes, seriously, hnw is that for loyalty? 4 key ¢ . M - from the
Yorkie and gol married this & v half way line back into the London Road goal for £100
morning and have made it to the and a quick hello to our recently married couple
terra at the London Road with some s o2 7 standing on the terrace.
of their family. Yorkie is a programme seller = = )

at the bottom of the London Road approach " PRE-MATCH

and on behalf of the Club, 1 would like to wish This morning was a ‘Saturd 've got some
the happy couple the best of luck for the future and of the children involved on the pitch before toda ame. The
hope you save your energy on the terracing for tonight!  relay last match was brilliant, maybe there will be something

“course). Thank you for your loyalty. a little different today!

JEWSON MASCOT
This afternoon’s JEWSON mascot is nir
from Witney. Sam attends Q
y ry School in
Witney and plays football for
Ducklington under-9s. His hobbies
include foothall, swimming and
squash and his favourite pla
eauchamp and K
cis. We hope you enj
day with us at the Manor Sam.

Enjoy the game

., =3 COMMUNITY

= Peter Rhoades-Brown is sponsored by The Oxford Mail

Official Kit Suppliers To
kford United Football Club
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IEWS & VIEWS

PEN PAL WANTED

The Club has received a letter from a Bulgarian
Oxford United supporter who is seeking a pen pal.
George Stoyanov Apostolov says he would love to
see a live game at The Manor but is unable to
fulfil his dream. 1f you would like to correspond
with George, he can be contacted at: -
Drouzhba-2 Bl 422 entr.B

Floor.6 ap. 48

Sofia-1582-Bulgaria

ORTHCOMING EVENTS
AT OXFORD UNITED
SOCIAL CLUB

October 30th
Halloween Dance

With local band DO YOU WANT A GAME? g:“'l Vinter from
Total Recall CLUBCALL-AN APOLOGY ) . - We have received a letter from Preston North End in t:::%:vgr;]gggo
i Clubeall and Oxford United would like to apologise for the complete failure of Supporters FC which was formed during the Key at our latt horic BB
8.00pm til late the system from early last Saturday afternoon until last Sunday, which was summer. They are keen to play other teams match v Millwall ;3’::‘:’:’%
Tickets £2.00 beyond the Club’s control. representing Nationwide Second Division clubs. jlines up with Rosie [ N
These teams can be Official Supporters’ Club and Herbie. .
CHRISTMAS PRESENT Teams, fanzine teams, or even a group of — :
November 6th Dorothy Calcutt has written a book, which portrays the true story of the life of supporters from a local pub. Ability is not a requirement 0X’S GOLDEN KEY
a poor Oxfordshire family in the year 1900. This book was written originally as either. They've played one game so far and conceded Congratulations to Paul Vinter from Cholsey who won £600
a history book for schools but has proved to be a hit with the older population. double figures! They would like a game before the match on the Ox Golden Key at our last home game against
The book, entitled *“The Salt of the Earth' is priced at £7.50. Dorothy will be at The Manor on 11th December 1999 and at Deepdale on Millwall. The jackpot now stands at £500. If you would like
8.00pm til late - selling the book in the SU;Jporl:ers' Clu.h at the Morecambe and Colchester 8th January 2000. If anyone is interested, then contact the opportunity to open the treasure chest on the pitch at
games and will be pleased to sign copies. Mark Cassidy on 01524 64789 or by Email half-time, you have to buy a ticket. Sellers can be found at
gates open at 7.00pm preston_ne@yahoo.co.uk various locations around the ground.

PRICE REDUCTION

Supporters will be pleased to note that all admission prices will be reduced by
£2 for the AXA sponsored F A Cup game against Morecambe on Saturday 30th
October 1999. Further details can be found on tickets and travel (page 24)

novermter i [ - — Football.
It's a game of two halves

Entry £3 per adult,
£2 per child.

Artistes: Martin Russell
/Total Obsession
/Hot Poker
8.00pm til Late
Tickets £6.00

November 13th

8.30pm
Free Entry

Sam Pansh mascot v
Millwall meets Derek, .Ioey

and Jamie before the match.
L e




OXFORD UNITED F.C

MATCHDAY HOSPITALITY
OPPORTUNITIES

WATCH OXFORD UTD /7
IN STYLE '

® PRE-MATCH MEAL

@ SEATS IN THE DIRECTORS BOX

® POST-MATCH PRESENTATIONS

©® ADDITIONAL BENEFITS OF BEING MATCH SPONSOR:
® FULL PAGE ADVERT IN MATCHDAY MAGAZINE

@ SELECT AND NAME THE OXFORD UNITED ‘MAN OF THE MATCH’

COLCHESTER UNITED, BURY,
STOKE CITY, PRESTON NORTH END

| CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS AND
Ve ﬂ! THE MILLENIUM WITH
§ OXFORD UNITED
SPECIAL FESTIVE PACKAGES

AVAILABLE FOR OUR MATCHES

AGAINST CAMBRIDGE UNITED

AND WIGAN ATHLETIC

FOR FURTHER DETAILS
PLEASE CONTACT
TREVOR BAXTER

OR HILARY SILLMAN
ON 01865 744551

Good afternoon and welcome 1o t nor for today's Nationwide match against Luton

Town. | have a lot to get through to ind little space 1o do it in - so here goes

SHOP NEWS
ZES IN THE HOME KIT ARE NOW IN STOCK - SHIRTS, SHORTS AND SOCKS.

The Club Shop has heen busy over the last week receiving deliveri f new stock. Wi
a number of new items including a new range of fleece tops, polo shirts and glasses,

two new glasses to add to the range. Both are boxed and are pint-
h handle and gold printing which can be yours for
1 difference - it is shaped lik hall at the top -

have
got them in sto
foatball boot and are co
and over).

Minolta Direct is here
in Milton Keynes!

You can now deal pirecTLy -
with the manufacturer ﬁ

whatever your business Di 150f
equipment requirements are

we can help

Versatile product range

Full manufacturer replacement
warranty

Service response times to suit
your business

Personal account management
Prestigious showroom

Di 350
My
el
For further information ] o=

tel: 01908 Di 520
208328

Di 620

DiAL

IS YOUR COMPANY PLANNING A CONFERENCE THIS YEAR?
WHY NOT TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE FACILITIES WE HAVE HERE AT THE MANOR?

WE CAN CATER FOR PARTIES FROM AS FEW AS 12 TO AS MANY AS 120.

e, this flecce top has a quarter zip and is available for
1 hle (S, M (L and XXL)
ue polo shirt ¢ complete with OUFC embroidered in yellow.
14.99,
new T-shirts that are
hle in hoth

ble in the Club

) of embroidery and print. The other T-shint
W ufc.co.uk is also available in navy and white and costs £14.99. This T-shirt comes
in M, L, XL :
Lunchbox and bottle set: This set is ideal for children at s to take their lunch and
drink. It costs £9.99 and is a rather striking yellow with blue print.

Now that we are into mid-October, it is time to start thinking about Christmas and what
to get for loved ones and friends. Why not call into the Club Shop and have a look at all
the new stock tha have. There is something for everyone and you never know you
might see something that might get added to your own letter to Santa.

from Joynson

ouses in the
country and Geoff ed a suppor last year -
Schoolzone. The | winning Schoolzone offers support to teachers, parents and
children alike and can be found at:

http://www.schoolzone.co.uk

CORPORATE GUESTS: We would like to welcome Gary Watkins and his guest from
CommUnity Internet. CommUnity hosts our very own Web Site and hefped to set up the
secure, an-line Credit Card server for our merchandise site last season. To find out more
about what on-line services CommUnity offer - including Web Hosting, Design and Service
Providers call Gary on 01865 856014,

Minolta - Welcome to Mark Patterson and his quest from Minolta. Minolta (UK) Limited
are confident that their product will put you one (
demonstration or for further details, please contact Minolta’s sales support hotline on
01908 208328.

CLUBCALL - You can catch up with all the latest news and
ClubCall. 1 it is b ning, ClubCall will

inte , team news and ficket news directly from the Mar
at all times.

from the Manor on
55 to hear player
cost 60p per minute

Enjoy today's game and remember
the Club Shop will be open for half
an hour after the match,

YHM

W s sponsored b '4‘
S Lindars Electrical®

FEVC PLLENT
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XFORD UNITED IN ACTION OXFORD UNITED 3 BRISTOL CITY 0 - SATURDAY 2ND OCTOBER 1999
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1. Derek Lilley keeps his

eye on the ball as it

2. and heads it into the
back of the net for 3-0

3. Matt Murphy gets to
the ball....

4. the goalkeeper misses
its..

Main pic: and Joey is on
hand to side-foot home
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THE FOOTBALL LEAGUE
7 YOUTH ALLIANCE \'

FOOTBALL LEAGUE
YOUTH ALLIANCE

The Youth Team play in the
Football League Youth Alliance

August

Sat 14 Notts County (a) W 1-0
Sat 21 WALSALL (h) W 3.2
Sat 28 West Bromwich Albion  (a) L 5-0
September

Sat4 SHREWSBURY TN (h) W 32
Sat 11 Wolverhampton Wndrs (@) L 1-0
Sat 18 Luton Town (@ D 11
October

Sat2 CAMBRIDGEUTD (h) D 22
Sat 16 Northampton Town (a D 141
Wed 20 Millwall (FAYC) (h) L 1-3
November

Sat 27 Shrewsbury Town (a) 12.00pm
December

Sat4 WOLVERHAMPTON WNDRS (h)
Sat 11 LUTON TOWN (h)
January 2000

Sat8 NORTHAMPTON TOWN(h)

Sat 15 Cambridge United (a) 12.00pm
Sat 22 NOTTS COUNTY (h) 12.00pm
February

Sat5 Walsall (a)

Sat 12 WEST BROMWICH ALBION (h)

All home matches are played at Oxford
University Sports Ground, Iffley Road, kick
off 11.00am unless specified.

McCALL ASSOCIATES
MANAGEMENT & MARKETING
CONSULTANTS - 0181 265 2466

Mickey LEWIS

Avon Insurance Football Combination
v Millwall Lost 2-0

Team: Lundin, Ricketts, McGowan, Whitehead, Lonergan (R. Weatherstone), Shepheard,
Banger, S. Weatherstone, Hamp (Lewis), Abbey (Hackett), Cook. Subs not used: King,
MeclIntosh.

The Reserves lost 2-0 to a strong Millwall side, Mark Harrison reports:

We did not start very well and they scored in the first minute with their first cross. 1t
was a disappointing goal to concede and 10 minutes later we found ourselves 2-0 down.
At 2-0, we were always going to be scrapping, but fair play to the lads, they slowly got
back into the game. The start of the second half was a lot like the first half, but we
changed it by putting Mickey Lewis on and the game turned around immediately. We
dominated the last 25 minutes, played some good football and created some good
chances. In the end, if you look at the chances we created, we should have got a draw.
Simon Weatherstone was extremely unlucky on two occasions — firstly he had a great
header which hit the post and secondly Nigel Spink pulled off a great save from close
range. We also had a couple of decent half chances which on another day might have
gone in. On the balance of play, we probably deserved to draw, but we must learn that
we cannot give goals away no matter what level we are playing at.

Football League Youth Alliance
- South Central
v Northampton Town Drew 1-1

Scorer: Hamp
Team: Wilson, Jones (Whitehead), Ricketts, Mills, Spence, King, Hackett, Mcintosh,
Hamp, Sollis (Holder), Brooks (Ciampoli)

This was a very good performance from the youngsters. As with the Cambridge game,
we controlled 90 per cent of the match, but we must learn that the game lasts until the
referee blows the final whistle.

Our goal followed a good move which saw play switch from right to left a couple of
times before Chris Hackett put in an excellent cross for Adam Hamp to head home with
20 minutes to go.

Their equaliser was a bit fortuitous - they had a shot from the edge of the box that
took three or four deflections before it eventually rolled over the line. Having said that
we only had ourselves to blame because we should have been three or four up before
they equalised. We did not take our chances and that is something we have to learmn from.

THE AVON INSURANCE FOOTBALL

COMBINATION FIXTURES 1999/2000

Home matches are played at The Manor with kick off at 7.30pm. Entry is via the
London Road turnstiles with admission costing: £4 aduits, £2 under-16s / over-65s

August

Wed 18 PeterboroughUtd  (a) D 1-1 January 2000

September Tue 11 Wycombe Wanderers  (a)
Wed 1 CAMBRIDGE UTD(h) W 2-1 Mon 17 BRIGHTON & HA (h)
Mon6 Northampton Town (a) D 22 Febraury

Tue 28 LUTONTOWN (h) W 42 Wed 2 Bournemouth (a)
October Wed 9 BRISTOL ROVERS (h)
Mon4  Barnet (@ L 13 Mon 21 Norwich City (a)
Wed 13 MILLWALL (h L 02 March

Wed 27 GILLINGHAM (h) Wed 1 IPSWICH TOWN  (h)
November Tue 14 SOUTHEND UTD  (h)
Wed 3 Fulham (a) Wed 29 Colchester United  (a)
Wed 17 BRISTOL CITY  (h) April

December Wed 5 Leyton Orient (a)
Wed 1 Portsmouth (a)

All home matches will be played at
The Manor, kick off 7.30pm

Wed 8 SWINDON TOWN  (h)
Tue 21 Queens Park Rangers (a)

. Servo Chem Limited

01934 713 999

: ,Un:i.tea Football Club Oxf
1] a!jp;ﬂﬁewjﬁ bed Fo page.u]g -



The Education Programimne,
sponsored by SCHOOLZONE
(http://www.schoolzone.co.uk),
Longmans and Supported by
Researvch Machines and Asda

l“‘._
(¥ Firre,

:ome down to Oxford Motors before
he end of the season, present this

id and we’ll give you 6 months free road
und licence with any new or used car

370 IFFLEY ROAD, OXFORD
TELEPHONE: 01865 749000

www.oxfordmotors.co.uk
OPENING HOURS:

MON-FRI: 8.30am - 6.30pm. SAT: 8.30am - S5pm. SUN: 10.00am - 4pm.

PEUGEOT

EDUCATION

E LONGMAN

VARIETY IS THE SPICE OF LIFE

As is often the case, there has been a tremendous variety in
the school visits during the last three weeks. Ages ranging
from 8 to 18 year old and topics as varied as health and
fitness to marketing and safety issues have all been covered.

CATCHING ‘EM YOUNG

It is very encouraging that there remains a great desire for
youngsters to come to the Manor on educational visits and
this vast potential support has to be nurtured. This is
highlighted by a letter from a parent whose son Luke was
given a personally signed photo by Mark Watson during a
recent Manor visit.

“Mark Watson’s photo now takes pride of place on Luke's
bedroom wall. He has now been fully converted into an
Oxford supporter and is pressing me to take him to matches
at the Manor”.

If the Club, the players and Rosie, Jonah and myself can
continue to persuade large numbers of such youngsters that
their local club is worth supporting, Oxford United will
obviously reap the benefits in the future.

ORCHARD MEADOW FIRST
Rosie and 1 spent a thoroughly enjoyable morning with this
Blackbird Leys School. We hope the children enjoyed it as

UPDATE

much as we did, and thanks to Rikki Bull, her staff and the
children for the warm welcome given to us. We led four
successive health and fitness sessions with different classes —
120 children in three hours. Great fun, even if | was ‘cream
crackered” at the end of it! | cannot speak too highly of the
pupils at this school - well motivated and great to work with.

HEALTH, FITNESS AND FOOTBALL

Our inaugural Manor based ‘Health, Fitness and Football’
course took place last week. Thirty youngsters from Wesley
Green Middle School were our ‘guinea pigs' and their
positive attitude helped to make the day a big success. The
day was very rewarding for both Rosie and 1. The course is
heavily activities based and the group learmed about
nutrition and the balance of food needed for sport. This
culminated in a hectic ‘food race. This was followed by an
aerobics and soccer skills sessions. The children all enjoyed
a healthy lunch at the Club. Thanks are due to Emma Nash
(who caters for the players) for her efforts in providing these
meals so efficiently. Future courses will also incorporate an
anti-smoking session based on the ‘Price is Right' game
show. Rosie promises that he's brushing up on his ‘Brucie’
impersonation! Nice to see you..... ¢

SECONDARY SCHOOL LINKS

We have entertained ‘A’ Level Physical Education groups

from Oldborough Manor, Kent and Matthew Amold. This has

given students the opportunity to observe and participate in

training with the youth team squad before learning about

the Club's commercial activities, safety policy and media
links in the afternoon sessions. Thanks to Paul Phillips,

our Police Liason Officer, and Jon Murray for their

Ewelme School on a visit in the
‘Education’ Room with the Milk Cup

contributions. 1 also visited Banbury School, another
school with whom we have strong links. The talks were
thankfully well received by the large number of GCSE
and GNVQ students. Despite the competition from
Coventry, it's encouraging that we still have young
supporters in the Banbury area.

WORK EXPERIENCE

Jenna Cramond, a year 11 student at Banbury School,
is currently with us on a work placement. Suddenly
the trainees and certain pros have started to make
regular visits to the office (strange coincidence)!
Jenna's made a good early impression and 1 am sure
she will get us all organised very quickly.

Enjoy the game
Dave Nash




KITSPONSORS Mark Jones is sponsored by The Outset Day Nursery, Bicester SOCCER COURSES

 SATURDAY SPECIALS and join in. The courses are geared for all abilities,
} Pweuld like to welcome all the children and their boys and girls aged between 6-13 years old.
T m The Oxford Computer b The Lantern - parents who have joined us on today’s Saturday
01865 739 056 R Company Limited _) ¥ Restaurant, Steventon - Special. If today goes as well as the last one against COACHING CORNER
L 186341 185 il - Bristol City everyone will be happy. Keep an eye out Skill number 6 - Turning
- for more specials after Christmas. When approached by an opponent, if you cannot
- - 8 _ dribble past him, you might need to turn away from
% Peter Archer - ) Abbey Press (,, @l Darbys Mallam Lewis E EVENING COURSES trouble:
Edwards Int. Ltd (- (John Hooke) Ltd o Solicitors . The apph"caﬁun forms for the evening courses will go
Balu-Azerbaijan T 1255 520 245 N il s out very shortly. These will start after the Christmas 1 Keep your eye on the ball while you are turning,
Holiday and will run along the same lines as the but then head up when you have completed the
. course currently running. You only have to look at move.
e { Andy & _Ihj; year's under-9 and under-10 Centre of Excellence 2 Bend your knees.
Conservation Debenhams Carol Heath squads to know how important it is to get on one of 3 Do the turn quickly.
OIT1930-1004 arol Heat i the evening venues. Over three-quarters of the squads 4 Now your body is between the opponent and the
- are made up of boys who have learnt the basic skills ball.
[Paul LUNDIN ) ~and techniques with us after school. 5 Dribble away past not letting your opponent catch
B.I,Ecke“ & Ballard = R D 281058 Bridusts | MBot.h Les 'F'aylor (the Youth Development Ofﬁcer]q you up.
state Agents W 01865 739 056 and me believe that over the next few years we will
Sialiliclios - - see the standard of boys coming through the youth _
Kevin and ~ system improve greatly Ethan demonstrating the Joey demonstrates the
Nigel Berry I TR 3 ‘Cruyff' turn.
:
James Dunn Felt Nigel and his son are in their LeCroy Ltd
Roofing Specialists fourth year as Olser Road season 01235 533 114
01865 373 614 ticket holders. Nigel got to know
Les Robinson and came to his first b
match about six years ago after =
W Les recommended he came to a i
match. He was instantly hooked ennington rioconng
031;?5:?3‘4“5';’7 and has been an avid Sipporter \ | 015&‘*5‘:;:’3';5;?3 é
k ever since. / |
Lia MOLEAUX Matt MURPHY ﬂ Jon SHEPHEARD %
ason of Executive i i
! Security Locksm:‘ths Ltd = “:' DHin?eu;eé:mi?:gM;aﬁ:e ?_; A g:zgsl ';TZT” 1
p1e85 S 460 « B — - On Monday we start the four day Holiday Courses. This is a skill that Joey Beauchamp has used to
; “The place to be next week is either: John Mason good effect over the years. See how he keeps his eye
- School - Abingdon, Bicester Community College, St. on the ball at all times during the move.
Woodstock McCall Associates, Management Birinus School - Didcot, Temple Cowley School -
Kevin & Nigel Berry Chi;?gsg%ﬁi;:;gnic & Ma'gf;"gﬁg‘;';;gm"“ - Oxford or Henry Box School - Witney. If you are not  Let’s make football fun

- booked on one of these, why not turn up on Monday  Jonah

_ ONAN’S

Paul TAIT

Abingdon Limousines
01235 520394

"‘i‘»‘ Les TAYLOR Chris HACKETT
PA : JBL Office Technology
k ;%J The Gleeson Family 01865 739056

Mark WATSON [ Phil WHELAN ]
il e e AVAILABLE FOR
9 SPONSORSHIP

PNeil McGOWAN ) '~ Motorworld HYUNDA
Peggy Munnelly : Botley Road

& Joseph Woods | ®  Oxfora @
! I Uy T Seacvmrt Purk & Ride)
| TEL: 01865 722444

01865 736361
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aﬁ.f,c)he% balin h@m@ ana ayany,
weluding travel details.

dford United v Morecambe A ,,
. Cup First Round Sponsored by AXA Ea
turday 30th October 1999

ck Off 3.00pm °‘ALL PAY’

ason ticket / priority pass holders are reminded that you must
irchase a ticket no later than 5.00pm on Friday 29th October to
itain the reduced members rate admission. Ticket prices have been
duced for this fixture and are as follows:

THE EA. Cup

NON-MEMBERS'/ MEMBERS'
MATCHDAY PRE-MATCHDAY
PRICES RATE
{RRACE
lult £10.00 £8.50
1der-16/0ver-65 £5.00 £3.50
IATS
lult £13.00 £11.50
1der-16/0ver-65 £8.00 £6.50
JVERED FAMILY SEATS
fult £11.00 £9.50
er-65 £6.00 £4.50
der-16 £5.00 £3.50
NCOVERED FAMILY SEATS
Jult £10.00 £8.50
/1 65 £5.50 £4.00
ader 16 £4.50 £3.00
«ford United v Colchester United & ¢hNationwide

ationwide Football League Division Two

iesday 2nd November - kick off 7.45pm

‘lephone/postal requests received before 5.00pm on Friday 29th
ctober will be posted first class post. Applications received after
is time will be held for collection.

:ading v Oxford United

ationwide Football League Division Two
mday 7th November 1999 - kick off 11.00am

ease note the day and kick off time have been changed for the
ime to be televised. Oxford supporters are strongly advised to
archase tickets in advance of the fixture. Tickets purchased before
00pm on Friday 5th November will cost £12 adults and £7 under
ssfover 65s. Anyone paying on the day will pay £14 and €8
spectively, and will have to purchase tickets from the South Stand
ket office before entering through the turnstiles.

:lephone bookings made before 5.00pm on Wednesday 3rd will be
ssted, while those received after this time will have to be collected
om THE MANOR.

5 ¢hNationwide

7

Reading

* | Picture sponsored by The London Road Club
—

Please note that smoking is NOT permitted in the stadium bowl.
Smokers can, however, light up in the concourse below the stand.
The Madejski Stadium is most easily reached by leaving the M4 at
junction 11. There is car parking at the stadium costing £3 per car
and at Reading Speedway stadium Stadium at £2 per car.
Matchday programmes cost £2

Supporters are advised to try and arrive as early as possible due to
continued Hotel construction and roadworks in and around the stadium.

Oxford United v Bury

Nationwide Football League Division Two
This match is scheduled for Saturday Novemnber 13th with a 3.00pm
kick-off. However, England are playing Scotland on this day. The
Club is looking at all the options available but at the time of going
to press no decision has been made. Please look out for details in
next week’s Morecambe programme.

Tickets are currently on sale to season ticket /priority pass holders
and members for the following home matches:

4 December Stoke City

11 December Preston North End

26 December  Cambridge United

LONDON ROAD CLUB

READING
Sunday 7th November 1999,
Fare: £6 Adults, £5 Juniors
Departs: St. Giles: 8.45am

Manor Ground: 9.00am

o ¢hNationwide

U's Goal Action

.............”....

U’s in action...
Joey is through on

goal (above)..... and
makes it 1-0 (right)

hamplonsh campaign, 'the

g .
' iz European competitmns 515 wyall as ke B o Wil fu o)) League
andihe NEEIONIHEJGONTEYEncan

Central to the re-launch of the football
\ site, will be fanFARE - a fans' forum
aimed at givi orters the chance
to air their opinions, tell their silly
/ soccer stories and ask key: questions 1o
" the top names in the

game.
The exciting new format includes prize competitions - the
first of which is for a trip for two to see England in ’ -
. training, a signed England shirt, a signed England ball ESas
“\ and tickets for the Euro 2000 qualifier against
Luxembourg - plus special offers on soccer
merchandise and, from the autumn, an interactive
 Manager game in which fans across the nation
will be invited to take part.
I e b : =*51T}/| For all this plus the latest news on the international
 — [ T7a, ~\ag] fortunes of Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland, domestic
e competitions such as the FA Cup and Northern Ireland’s Nationwide
T o e ] GOl Cup - and not forgetting Lt
— ; Manchester United's participation g~
" I in the World Club Championship -
% log on to footballNow! at

CONFERENCE




TALES FROM THE TEMPLE

A N ati OnWi d e Pe n Si 0 n =i | | Juetin Termiple gives his latest sermon on life in bivision Two. ;
simpler than...

Things aren’t going too well just now.

Four straight defeats have turned my early season dreams about the lottery of the play-
offs into nightmares about the dreaded drop zone and what lies below.

As a measure of just how bad the situation is, the national press has already stopped
referring to us simply as “Oxford United” - the *S” word now ominously precedes almost
every mention of the club’s name for the second successive season.

A random example from last week's Sunday People: “Brentford’s unbeaten league run
continued as they piled on the problems for struggling Oxford.”

Our latest defeat, at Scunthorpe, has plunged us into 19th spot in the Second Division.
That’s just six off the bottom of a league from which four teams are relegated at the
end of the season.

0K, we may even have been a little unfortunate at Glanford Park, going down as we
did to an 88th minute goal after Mark Watson had smashed a first half header against
the crosshar. And this was certainly the manager's verdict after the match.

A crestfallen Malcolm Shotton said: “I thought we were the better side in the first half.
We weathered the early pressure, which we expected, and hit the bar.

“This seems to be the way our luck is going at the moment.”

Money's tight, we all know that, but there are other teams who aren't letting their off-
field problems interfere. Today’s opponents, Luton Town, are a case in point. Their
financial troubles in the last year or so have been at least as bad as our own, and yet
their season’s got off to a flying start. )

Shotts has managed to bring in young striker, Ben Abbey, from Crawley Town as
another option up front. But my worry is that we're pinning too many hopes on his
young shoulders. He's only 22 and the step from non-league to Division Two is a fairly
massive one, Matt Murphy was a goal machine at Corby Town when Brian Horton
brought him to The Manor some years back. But it took him a good long while before
he got used to league football and became the ‘Super Murph’ we know today.

When you look at our squad, we have a good collection of individual players. So what'’s
going wrong? '

Shotts hit the nail on the head when he said this week: “We need to get our confidence
in front of goal back, we need to score a couple of goals and get a win under our belt.”

That may sound obvious, but it always amazes me what a valuable, yet fragile, thing
confidence seems to be in footballers’ heads.

Seasons do change — remember our last promotion year? We were languishing in 14th
place at the turn of the year but stormed on to finish the season as runners up to some
team or other. The season before that, we were rarely out of the top two before
Christmas yet suffered a real New Year slump to end up seventh and not even make the
Phone us FREE on play-offs.

’ And then there was Malcolm’s first season here as manager. We were dead certs to go
0500 30 201 4 down when he arrived, but recovered to finish in the top half of the table.

It was the same team and the same players each time. The only explanation for the
sudden tum-around is confidence.

And that's where we come in. As supporters, we can play a massive part in games at

or find us @ : The Manor. We may not have had much to cheer about of late but the atmosphere in
. the ground has been a bit quiet recently. The Manor doesn't seem to be quite the
www.nation ~ intimidating place we know it can be just now and 1 believe that's reflected in our three

home league defeats out of six so far this season.

® ° Our players may not be performing to their full potential but neither are we as fans.
Nationwide Thee mey ot o cormindlon:

So let’s really get up for it and turn The Manor back into a fortress that few visiting

. teams take anything away from. 1f we can instill that confidence into the players then

Financial services for everyone ~ maybe, just maybe, we can persuade them to turn the corner. That's my magic formula,
anyway. There's still hope for this season. Or am | clutching at straws?

Nationwide Building Society, Nationwide Life Limited and Nationwide Unit Trust Managers Limited represent only the Nationwide : -
Marketing Grc which is regulated by the Personal Investment Authority for life assurance, pensions and unit trust products. Nationwide xford Tnited Footbals i i =
nit Trust Mana _imited is also regulated by IMRO. Nationwide Life Limited is registered in England No. 2319634, Nationwide Unit Trust ackt Ty \ Al e

Managers Limited is registered in England No. 2022725. Registered Office: Nationwide House, Pipers Way, Swindon, Wiltshire SN38 1INW. ﬁﬁhg v ‘46 } ‘fu t ?
Customer Service Centre Telephone: 01793 482206 3 - : 3L 55 «!_p:

': !v "”‘ = . .
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PLAYER PROFILE...

In Focus today...

Name: Derek Lilley

Date of Birth: 9 February 1974
Birthplace: Paisley, Scotland

Marital status: Married to Shona
Children: Two - Derek (5), Stephanie (1)

PERSONAL

Idea of a good night out: | like to go
out for a meal with my wife.

What age did you first get served in
the pub and what did you buy: 1 was
15 and it was a pint of lager.
Favourite Sunday roast: | am not a
Sunday roast man, | like a lot of pasta
and chicken.

How do you relax: 1 like to read a few
books and listening to music.

Last film you saw in the cinema: 1 took
my son to see Star Wars: Episode One.
ldeal woman (excluding your wife):
Catherine Zeta Jones

Derek Lilley joined Oxford United on the
eve of the 1999-2000 football season. It
was whilst with Greenock Morton in his
native Scotland that Derek first caught the
attention of manager Malcolm Shotton
who was playing for Ayr United and as
soon as it became clear that Leeds were
prepared to sell the striker, Malcolm
moved quickly to capture his signature.

JOINS MORTON

At the age of 17, Derek was given the
opportunity to play in the Scottish First
Division with Greenock Morton:

“l had been training with Rangers for a
year when 1 got a phone call from Morton
asking me to go for a trial. 1 went to
Morton and played in a Reserve game
against Rangers and scored. Unfortunately
we lost 5-1, but 1 played the next week
against Airdrie Reserves and got another
two and they offered me a part-time
professional deal”.

Derek was still working as an engineer at
the time and despite the temptation and
the offer, he decided initially to sign part-
time:

“..] am confident that 1 can get goals
regardless of where 1 am on the field.”

“Financially, 1 could not afford to go
full-time and it was hard work. 1 was a
welder and from the minute 1 started
working 1 was sweating. It was a very hot
job and 1 was constantly trying to
replenish my fluids by drinking a lot of
water. It is very tiring and some nights, 1
just wanted to go to bed instead of going
to training. 1 never really had an
opportunity to put my feet up and it
sometimes reflected in my football. 1
never wanted to stop playing though and
it was always my ambition to go full-
time when | had served my
apprenticeship”.

GOES FULL-TIME

Two years later, after completing his
apprenticeship, Derek decided to take the
risk and go full-time:

“Financially it was a big drop for me,
but there came a time when | felt 1 had
to do it - we had a coach who came over
from Cyprus who played for Liverpool -
Peter Cormack. Peter's coaching ability
was second to none and he helped my
game to progress. The manager was
always 100% behind me, so | decided to
take the jump and go full-time. Knowing
that the coaches 1 had were behind me, |
was not apprehensive about the move, |
just wanted to do it. They kept
persevering and taking time out to help
me and | really think 1 learnt a lot from
them and wanted to progress”.

GOALSCORING SPREE
After turning professional, Derek's career
exploded into action. He was consistently
getting his name in the papers scoring on
a regular basis:

“1 came in and scored over 20 goals. |
was playing and scoring regularly and we
got promoted back to the First Division.
Morton was always regarded as a good
First Division side and 1 scored 15 goals
that season in what is a fairly good
standard. 1t was a good season for us and
we had a very good side. The next

DerekLilley

season, | kept scoring and by March | had
scored 23 goals”.

DREAM MOVE

As a regular goalscorer, Derek started to
get the attention of clubs in the Premier
Division and in England. Dundee United
were the first to show an interest in the
young striker and he travelled up to
Tanadice for talks with the manager:

“l agreed terms and signed with
Dundee United when the Chairman put
the brakes on the move. He knew that
there were bigger teams coming to watch
me on the Saturday, but 1 did not want
to play because 1 had signed for Dundee
United. However, 1 had to play and | went
out and enjoyed the game. 1 scored two
goals and Crystal Palace and Leeds were
watching”.

Impressed by what they saw, Crystal
Palace doubled what Dundee United had
offered and the move fell through. Derek
flew south to London to speak to Steve
Coppell at Palace:

“1 was very impressed, but 1 knew Leeds
were interested. My wife did not want to
move to London and | was in the city
when 1 got a phone call from the Leeds’
manager. | had no hesitation 1 signed for
Leeds there and then. 1 jumped at the
chance, | thought that with the manager
they had and the players that were there,
1 could only learn™.

GEORGE GRAHAM

The manager of Leeds at the time was
George Graham. Graham is arguably one
of the best managers in the English game
and Derek was able to further develop his
game:

“Working with George every day made
me more aware of my game. The first
season 1 was there 1 was on the bench
every week. 1 was playing a lot of Reserve
team football and scoring a lot of goals
and 1 felt my game was getting stronger
and better. 1 was starting to get on for
longer with the first team and | finally

scored against Barnsley. 1 was really
enjoying my football and the manager
told me that 1 would be starting against
Crystal Palace, but |1 got a hernia in
training, was out for five or six weeks and
my opportunity was gone”.

FROZEN OUT

A change of manager at Leeds restricted
Derek's opportunity to play in the first
team and his final season at Leeds was one
of frustration. In order to get first team
football, he joined Hearts and then Bury
on temporary transfers:

“My last season at Leeds was a
nightmare for me. There were some days
when 1 felt that everything was going
against me. | am the kind of player who
always gives 100% and always try my best.
However it was really hard sometimes and
things looked quite bleak at times. The
manager changed, but David Q" Leary was
honest with me from the start and 1 knew
| was not in his plans. | just wanted to play
so 1 went on loan to Hearts and Bury. |
wanted to get away from Leeds and when
1 was given the opportunity to play at
Bury, it gave me a change of scenery and
a chance to show 1 could still score goals™.

JOINS OXFORD

Realising that the opportunity of first
team footbhall was going to be rare at
Leeds, Derek jumped at the chance to sign
for Oxford and kick-start his career:

“1 knew that Oxford was a good
footballing side and when 1 spoke to the
manager, he impressed me with his
confidence and his attitude. It was an
opportunity for me to start playing
football again. | knew it was a good Club
with a good bunch of players, so | decided
to give it a go here”.

Derek has made a promising start at
Oxford and he is starting to get his name
in the papers again:

“I have not taken all the chances that
have come my way, but 1 am confident
that 1 can get goals regardless of where |
am on the field. 1 am not afraid to put my
head in, or get stuck in and if there is the
chance to score then 1 will have a go. | am
always keen to score goals and get my
name on the score-sheet. 1t has not gone
too bad here so far, it could have gone
worse and it could have been better, but |
am happy with has happened already and
1 am sure that the more | play, the better 1
will get”.
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MATCHBALL SPONSORS

# JOYNSON
§ EDUCATIONAL MAILINGS
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