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RENAULT TRUCKS
READING

HAS IT ALL

[

' ® HEAVY TRUCK WORKSHOP @ LIGHT VEHICLE WORKSHOPS

® ALL MAKE SERVICING @ PAINT SHOP @ MOT TESTING

® BODY REPAIR SERVICE ® RECOVERY & ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE

® PARTS @USED VEHICLES ® CONTRACT HIRE
® CONTRACT MAINTENANCE @ TACHOGRAPH

the ution

RENAULT

Renault Trucks Reading, Bennet Road, Reading, Berkshire RG2 0QX.
Tel: 0734 752355. Tel: Day Sales: 0734 756250. Tel: Day Parts: 0734 756241.
Tel Night: 0734 429707. Fax 0734 313040.

RENAULT TRUCKS READING and READING FOOTBALL CLUB...
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THE DRIVING FORCE

Elm Park

ENTREE

A MESSAGE FROM CHAIRMAN JOHN MADEJSKI
"T IHOPE you all had a most enjoyable

Christmas and thar today we can continue the
festivities.
Against Wolves eight days ago you supporters
created an atmosphere of sheer enthusiasm and
passion, the like of which T doubt has ever been
experienced at Elm Park.
My fellow directors, the staff and players were
moved by the depth of feeling coming from all
parts of the ground. After the traumatic events of
the previous few days it was an amazing
demonstration of support for all that we are doing
here.

- I would like to take this opportunity to thank
each of you for your contribution to that most exciting occasion.

I would also like to thank all of the players - especially Mick Gooding, Jimmy Quinn,
Adrian Williams and Jeff Hopkins - Dave Armstrong, Paul Turner, Ron Grant, Bill
Henderson and everyone helping with team matters, along with all of the office staff for
the extra effort that has been demanded in recent days. You have all been magnificent.
Looking forward to 1995 we have to be clear on our objectives of Premiership football.
With your backing, your enthusiasm and commitment, we will do everything in our
power to bring the dream alive.

Get behind your team this afternoon, create the wonderful atmosphere that is now
becoming special to Elm Park and cheer the players on to another great performance.
See you again on Saturday when we take on Grimsby Town, and don’t forget to bring
another friend.

I wish you all a prosperous and happy New Year!

FROM THE TOP with Mick Gooding and Jimmy Quinn ]
ROYAL SPOTLIGHT on Shaka Hislop 20
ROYALS FACT FILE travel and ticket news 22
ROYALS GALLERY 20/2%
WELGOME to LUTON TOWN 28
ARMSTRONG’S ARMY 33
AT FIRST GLANGE 38
SKIPPER'S SOAPBOX i
NOT A LOT OF PEOPLE KNOW THAT A6
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The mighty Quinn soars above James Smith

us the lead against Wolves. Picture: Andrew Evans.

VERYONE was in a state of shock when Mark
McGhee and Colin Lee left the club so suddenly but

obviously the show had to go on and we were happy
to accept the responsibility when the chairman asked us to
take over.
The lads were absolutely brilliant from the word go and,
because they’re a great bunch of professionals, they made it
very easy for us to maintain the continuirty so that the
preparations for the Wolves game could go ahead as normal.
The main thing we stressed to them was thart, although
everyone had the greatest respect for all that Mark and Colin
achieved here, they were now gone and there was no point in
dwelling on it.
There was no question of any panic because we were still the
same players and we all know the style of play inside and ou,
so it was just 2 marter of concentrating on doing the things
which have brought us success over the past couple of seasons.
We also stressed that any potential new manager would
probably be watching the game on the television, or might
actually be at the ground, so it was important that
individually everyone did themselves justice with the future in
mind.

fired up

The lead-up to the game was also a lictle unusual, to say the
least, for the two of us. Instead of simply taking care of our
own fitness and form there were suddenly plenty of other
things we had to get involved in.
Throughourt our careers we've been used to finishing training
and then going home to relax for a couple of hours with out
feet up. But on the Thursday, for example, we didn’c leave
the ground till about 6 p.m. because we were making phone
calls to try and get one or two players in on loan.
That situation continued last week when we were out and

GOWRINGS ROVAL LIE | 5 |

Picture: Andy Batt, Reading Chronicle

with Mick Gooding and Jimmy Quinn

abour at times when normally we're not even heard, let alone
seen.
Whatever the management situation had been nobody would
have needed motivating to face Wolves anyway, because we
felt we were desperately unlucky not to get a result up there
on the first day of the season. Everyone was fired up and we
knew it was time to put the record straight.
The only change we made was the decision to knock the ball
forward a bit earlier to put pressure on the Wolves defence
and unsettle them, particularly the big Dutch lad De Wolf
who's still adapring to the English game after arriving from
the continent where he was used to a slower build-up.
winning run
On the day our supporters were absolutely magnificent - the
best either of us have known in all the time we've been here -
and the noise was incredible, All the lads fully appreciated it
and the crowd was the main topic of conversation in the
dressing room long after the game was over.
Even when we went behind to the carly goal, caused by a
lapse in concentration after the long delay while the Wolves
lad was getting trearment, any disappointment that may have
been felc by the supporters certainly didn’t reach us on the
pitch.
The message came across loud and clear that you were all
right behind us. We thank you all for that and would love it
to continue today and in the matches to come.
For our part it was obviously a case of all hands to the pump
and we got tremendous support from the injured lads, Adie,
Jeff and Dariusz, and from David Armstrong
On behalf of all the players we hope you had a great
Christmas and that, by the time you're here next for the
Grimsby game on Sarurday, we'll have been able to maintain
our winning run.

0891 12 1000
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HE problem with
Christmas is thar it
plays havoc with the

printer’s deadlines.

So although you’re reading
this as the turkey, Christmas
pud, mince pies and brandies
begin to wear off, and a
bracing Elm Park afternoon
stretches ahead, I'm feeling far
from festive.

I write with a pile of unsigned
Christmas cards beside the
word processor and a turkey
still unbought and innocent of
the purpose for which Paxo
was invented.

I was thinking of writing
something clever abour what
Mark McGhee had found in
his Christmas
yesterday morning - perhaps a

stocking

g

5}

o

With Phil Coope

BBC Radio Berkshire

couple of Premiership-class
players brought down the
chimney by a man in a jolly
red suit.

And, just as I'm wondering
whether John Madejski does
own a jolly red suit, I suddenly
hear that McGhee has become
someone else’s Christmas
present, which puts an end to
that idea!

Maybe the weather would be a
suitable topic instead. But as
the exceptionally mild weather
outside right now - with the
grass still growing and spring
bulbs putting in an unseasonal
appearance - could suddenly
revert to the bleak midwinter
that’s a subject best avoided.

I could attempt to predict
whether the faithful have
come to the match in answer
to the chairman’s call for the
missing fans to turn out.

Or I could turn to David’s city
for inspiration. But Luton’s a
town and, at this time of the
year, always reminds of that
classic Morecambe and Wise
Christmas Show sketch when

Eric played a Roman soldier
Cﬂl'fying a I_.U[O[] TOWH
banner.

But then again, I could be
here till midnight with still no
clear idea of what to write.

So instead I'll wish you a very
Happy New Year, hope the
rest of your Christmas is made
more enjoyable by a Royals
victory this afternoon, and
raise a seasonal toast to the
team for giving us such a
splendid first half of the
season.

And don’t forget BBC Radio
Berkshire will continue to give
their support to the Royals
with the best coverage of the
team, at every match, home
and away.

Tune to 104.1 or 104.4 FM
in Reading, and find us on

95.4 in east Berkshire or
94.6 in south Oxfordshire.
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outscoring are proud to present
them all Songwriter
is the

KEVIN GIRDLER
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performance at

BEBTHOVENS

Hotel, Oxford Road,
Tilehurst, Reading

ROYALS
RENDEZVOUS

190 Tilehurst Road, Reading

For the best in hospitality
Call Mike and Grace Kearney
0734-596958

on Sunday, January 22nd,
1995 at 9 pm

Our gratitude to
today’s sponsors who
are helping to beef up
our promotion challenge...

The Village &

Town Centre Butchers

9 The Triangle, Tilehurst, Reading, Berks RG3 4RN
Tel. Reading (0734) 423738
22 Union Street, Reading, Berks RG1 1EU
Tel. Reading (0734) 503998
95 Crockhamwell Road, Woodley,
Reading RG5 3JP
Tel. Reading (0734) 691715

Thanks to The Village Butchers for all their support and
we wish them and their guests a festive EIm Park
afternoon
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E extend a Christmas welcome this

afternoon to the playerl, officials and

supporters of Luton Town on a day
when our visitors arrive boasting a League record
which seems to defy all logic.
While they've struggled all season at Kenilworth
Road their away record is one of the best in the
four divisions so the Royals had better be on their
guard.
It's 20 years since we played Luton in a League
match but Royals supporters will never forget
that superb March day in 1988 at Wembley and a
repeat performance today will help everyone
forget the traumas of the past couple of weeks.
Let's hope Michael Gilkes has a good memory
and can help serve up an action replay Royals
victory!

AWAY TRAVEL

We head for Port Vale on Wednesday night, with
a 7.45 kickoff, where the wide open spaces of
their pitch was certainly conducive to the Royals’
style last season and the lads will be looking for
another display like that. Coaches will leave Elm
Park at 2.30 p.m. with a £10 fare.

On New Year Bank Holiday, January 2, we're off
to Burnden Park aiming for a bit of revenge after
Bolton did the ‘double’ over us in their
_ promotion season two years ago.

You can see the Royals start the new year on a
winning note by joining us on the coaches which
will be leaving Elm Park at 9 a.m. The fare for
that one is £13 and you can book for both trips

~ by seeing Dave or Denny at the Social Club.

~ * If there’s sufficient interest the North Hants

Branch will be running transport to Bolton from
Basingstoke Railway Station, leaving at 8.30 a.m.
for £16 per head. If you're interested call Graham
Upton on 0256-470876.

CHILDREN'S PARTY
The annual Christmas Party for children of
Supporters’ Club members - postponed from
December 18 because of the Wolves game - will
now take place on Sunday, January 8 at 3 p.m. in
the Royals Rendezvous.

It’s open to members’ children under the age of
13 but numbers are strictly limited to 100 so get
your name down NOW on the list which is
behind the bar at the Social Club.

GET WELL SOON
Most of us at Elm Park today are in the middle of
a break from work but, as ever, the players will
have done everything possible to stay in peak
condition and certainly won’t have been
indulging themselves like the rest of us were
ay.
I , please remember some of the players
on the sidelines today who might have been able
to have an extra mince pie or two but would give
anything to have been involved.
At the time of writing injuries look like ensuring
a relatively inactive Christmas for Adie Williams,
Jeff Hopkins, Dariusz Wdowczyk, Paul
Holsgrove, Dylan Kerr, David Bass and Lea
Barkus. We all wish you a speedy return to full
fitness so that you can figure in the Royals’ plans
for 1995 as we strive for even greater glory.
And to all the players, thanks for proving in
recent days that you are the true professionals we
knew you were, and here’s to a super new year.

H.

VOTE OF THANKS

Away travel is obviously a regular feature in these
notes during the year but there are some unsung
folk behind the scenes who ensure that it all
works smoothly without ever getting any public
thanks.

So a special mention to Denny Fullbrook’s wife
Anne and daughter Claire who spend endless
hours on the phone, taking bookings and
answering queries. A big thankyou to you both.
Best wishes and a big hand to Ray Lander, the
regular driver of coach number one, who puts up
with all our banter and ferries us brillianty up
and down the country, be it on Saturdays or long,
To the rest of you, enjoy the remainder of the
holiday period, have a happy New Year and we'll
see you on Saturday!

/@ Horncastle Ford
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USED CAR SALES

DAILY RENTAL

e Here for you!

BODY SHOP

Bath Road, Calcot
Reading RG3 2HS
Tel: 0734 412021

The best new
homes are right
on your doorstep

ERENNEE

Dial 100 and ask for

Freefone Bryant for details of your
nearest developments.

Bryant
Homes

Invest in Quality

Before YounvesT~ We INVEST |
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Cooper Reading
SALES, SERVICE & PARTS

Kings Meadow Road, Reading
Berkshire RG1 8BN

‘Tel: 0734 500100

THE ULTIMATE DRIVING MACHINE

DON’T JUST WATCH
THE ACTION

JAGKLIN LIMITED
BUILDING AND DECORATING CONTRACTORS

1967 1994

27 Years of Service
to the
Building Industry

N

LEARN NEW SKILLS AND ENJOY
A HOBBY WITH PAY .

—

JOIN YOUR LOCAL TA - THE WESSEX REGIMENT,
BROCK BARRACKS, OXFORD RD, READING. TEL: 0734 530231

JACKLIN HOUSE,
PRINCE OF WALES AVENUE,
READING RG3 2UH

Telephone: (0734) 591515
Fax: (0734) 572458
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VEN though we've won nine of our 16 home
E[‘eaguc games against Luton Town you must go
back 59 years for our last victory - but I'm
retreating even further to October 28, 1933.
Reading had proved a real Jekyll and Hyde team so far
that season, earning just a solitary peint on our travels but
dominant at Elm Park where we'd scored 19 goals in six
games.
So it was something of a shock when Kirkham headed in
a cross from Pease to give Luton the lead, but we were on
level terms before halftime when Frank Newton scored

* with a back header - a bit of a novelty 60 years ago.

After the break Reading at last took control, although we
needed a fair slice of luck to put the game beyond Luron.
First Newton saw Luton’s Mackay deflect a short past his
own keeper to put us in front, and he then completed his
hatrick from a position which even the local press
described as having a hint of offside about it.

Not that Newton needed a lot of luck because he had
scored seven times in his first six games since signing from

- Fulham a month earlier.

Near the end Joe McGough made it 4-1, heading in
George Johnson’s freckick, while Percy Whittaker was
defying Luton ar the other end with a debut display of the
skills which would make him a permanent fixture in the
Reading goal for most of the thirties.

Reading: Whittaker, Ridley, Rowe, Johnson, Hayhurst,
Weright, Butler, McGough, Newton, Oxberry, Ficlding.
We remained unbeaten here all thar season and ended up
scoring 70 goals at Elm Park, although we were still a long

~ way short of Stockport County who found the net 84
times at home during that 1933-34 campaign.

After his hatrick against the Hatters, Newton could have
been excused if he'd blown his own trumpet....but instead

~ he was blowing his trombone as a new member of the
* crack, local Spring Garden Band.

THAT WAS THE DAY THAT WAS - a look at

' December 26 down the years.
1928: A thriller aginst Spurs is watched by a 22,770 crowd

ALAN SEDUNARY

looks at match days past

and we go 3-0 up through Harry Goodwin, Tommy
Meads and Bob Oswald before the visitors make it all
square. But, just like Gerry Francis® first game in charge
in 1994, the Spurs fightback is in vain because Oswald hits
our winner with five minutes left.

1935: Our fans complain about the lack of goals as we
ONLY manage to beat Northampron Town 5-2 - because
on the same day Tranmere Rovers beat Oldham Athletic
13-4 to set a League scoring record for one match! Bunny
Bell gets nine of Tranmere’s goals, but his record lasts just
four months undl ir’s beaten by Luton’s Joe ‘Ten Goal’
Payne.

1947: A bad day for Leyton Orient keeper Stan Tolliday
as he lets in six goals at Elm Park - four from Tony
MacPhee and one each from Freddie Fisher and Bill
Green - before being carried off unconscious near the end
of our 6-2 win.

1987: If you fancy winning here on Boxing Day your
name must begin with an ‘s, like Stoke, Stockport,
Swansea....and Swindon, the only other team to do it,
seven years ago today. Stuart Beavon’s brilliant goal is
disallowed because someone else is offside and, apart from
the referee, the most hated man on the pitch was the
scorer of Swindon's goal....some bloke called J. Quinn!
AND FINALLY...Boxing Day has always been a good day
for goals because, apart from the 17 at Tranmere, Darwen
bear Walsall 12-0 in 1896 and Oldham beat Southport
11-0 in 1962.

One Boxing Day later, no less than 66 goals were scored in
the old Division One when Fulham beat Ipswich Town
10-1, West Ham United lost 8-2 to Blackburn Rovers at
Upton Park and Burnley beat Manchester United 6-1.
And if that last result is left out then you'll know who the
editor supports! (United won the return 5-1 a day later, so
there! Ed.)

But don't mention high-scoring games to Luton, because
on Boxing Day 1927 they went in at halftime 5-0 up
against Northampron.....and lost 6-5! What on earth was
in their half-time cup of rea?

GOWRINGS ROYAL LINE 0891 12 1000




OURNEMOUTH
staged a 2-1 smash
and grab raid on

Coombe Park to steal their
second win in a week
against the young Royals.

But at times the Reading
youngsters had the visitors
chasing shadows and
deserved at least a share of
the spoils for a hard-
working display full of guts

M i parchb i

Storer Matiheis Stawell T'hey were up against it

from the sixth minute
when Bournemouth were able to launch a right wing raid
from a throw-in which should have gone Reading's way.
When the ball was switched to the edge of the area a
snapshot took three deflections before leaving keeper Steve
Staples stranded.
Staples plunged to his right to save the day four minutes
later when a freekick from the left found its way through a
crowded area, but on 17 minutes the Royals crafted the
move of the game.
Gary Bastable began it deep inside his own half when he
found Derck Simpson whose precise ball was met with a
superb flick from Mick Murphy to send Charlie Higgs
racing clear down the left. A last ditch challenge took the
sting off Higgs’ shot, but the keeper was forced to make a
good save at the nearpost.
Five minutes later Gareth Randell cleverly darted behind
the Bournemouth defence to find himself in a one-on-one
situation with the keeper who guessed correctly and saved
left-handed.
With the Royals in dominant mood the visitors were
proving no threat up front, but they grabbed a shock
second on the half hour when a deep freekick eluded
everyone and looked to be running behind until one of the
Bournemouth youngsters caught the ball and hammered
an angled shot high into the net.
It was all Reading after the break too and they were again
unlucky when a James Curran freekick was knocked down
by Murphy for Matthew Stowell to strike from close range
and the keeper knew little about it as the ball flew off his
legs and over the bar.

Reporting on the youth team

With Bobby Wilkinson prompting well from midfield and
the runs of right back Paul Freeman always causing
problems, Bournemouth had to look for chances on the
break and almost succeeded when a powerful effort clipped
the top of Staples’ crossbar.

Andre Shepherd was making an impressive Royals debut
on the right wing, and the 16 year former Reading Schools
star’s pinpoint cross almost brought a goal with 20
minutes left but Murphy's header from the edge of the
area slid just the wrong side of the upright.

The tiny figure of Randell was getting a right old buffeting
from his giant marker, but the plucky 17 year old kept
battling away and almost got his reward when he wriggled
away from a challenge in the box only for the keeper to
make a fine blocking save.

A great piece of acceleration from Murphy took him clear
into the area on 85 minutes, but again the keeper spread
himself well to turn the ball aside.

Higgs was the next to suffer when Simpson picked him
out with a great ball down the right but, as he cut in, his
low shor zipped agonisingly wide of the far post with the
keeper flatfooted.

But the goal the Reading boys deserved finally came with
three minutes left when Simpson fired in a perfectly
flighted freekick from the left and skipper Stowell nipped
in behind the defence to hammer the ball home.

And in injury time the Royals were denied what looked a
clearcut penalty when Randell’s legs were whipped away as
he looked certain to grab the equaliser but the referee
turned a deaf ear to the spotkick appeals.

Reading: Steve Staples; Paul Freeman, Matthew Stowell,
James Curran, Gary Bastable; Andre Shepherd (sub Lee
Rogers), Bobby Wilkinson, Derek Simpson; Charlie
Higgs, Gareth Randell, Mick Murphy. Subs not used:
Matthew Jones, Stuart Jones.

Team boss Bobby Williams said: “I thought they did
exceptionally well, particularly after all the upheaval
following Mike Hickman’s departure.

“They all worked hard but these chances just wouldn’t go
in. With a little more luck we could have won well, but the
boys can be very encouraged because it was a good,
battling performance.”
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South East Counties League Division Two 1994-95
TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR H 0-6 Dec17 v AFC BOURNEMOUTH H 1-2

CRYSTAL PALACE H 0-4 Dec3l
WYCOMBE WANDERERS H 31 Jan 7
Brighton and Hove Albion A 31 Jan 14
LUTON TOWN H 0-4 Jan 21
COLCHESTERUTD H§JEC (1) 1-2 Jan 28
Brighton and Hove Albion LC (1) A~ 0-3 Feb 25
Southampton A 3-1 Mar 4
OXFORD UNITED H 1-4 Mar 11
Bristol Rovers A 1-1 Mar 18
SOUTHAMPTON H v 5 i
Southampton FAYC(1)A 01 Mar25
COLCHESTER UNITED H 02 Aprl

Tottenham Hotspur A

Crystal Palace A

Wycombe Wanderers A
BRIGHTON AND HOVE ALBION H
Luton Town A

BRISTOL ROVERS H

Colchester United A
WIMBLEDON H

Brentford A

BRISTOL CITY H

Swindon Town A

Wimbledon A 2.5  LC: League Cup

BRENTFORD H 0-2 SJFC: Southern Junior Floodlit Cup
SWINDON TOWN H 0-1 FAYC: FA Youth Cup

AFC Bournemouth A 0-1 o be arranged: Bristol City A

IN A
LEAGUE
OF
ITS OWN =

Trames varey

Auto
Trader

Packed to capacity every week
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T was on a par with memories like the Simod Cup

semi-final against Coventry City and the legendary 4-
3 comeback which sank Plymouth Argyle - and rarely
can the Elm Park faithful have been in better voice.
The turnip placed on top of the Wolves dugout was a
licdle excessive, but otherwise the South Bank wit and
humour was brilliant right up to the moment when
they sang ‘cheerio, cheerio, cheerio’ to the backs of the
early departures from the Town End.
Steve Bull caught us cold after the lengthy hold-up for
treatment to Steve Froggatt but Simon Osborn levelled
with a super header after 23 minutes - his first Elm Park
goal - and Parky’s fabulous run allowed Quinny to nod
us in front 15 minutes later.
Quinny’s 60th minute deflection on Son of Fergy’s
treckick fooled Shaka, Brian Moore, Theo Foley and
everyone else undl we saw the action replay. Bur we
were in front again three minutes later when Stuart
Lovell refused to be eaten by John De Wolf, and
Gilkesy made sure when Archie’s shot stuck in the mud.
Big Shaka had to earn his Endsleigh Man-of-the-March
trophy with some sparkling goalkeeping before a move
between Scotty Taylor, substitute Uwe and Quinny set
up Cool Hand Gilkesy for the fourth in the dying
moments.

NTIL Adie Williams turned up in the dugour for
the Wolves game, supersleuth Alan Sedunary
reckoned he'd detected a mystery surrounding the
Royals skipper’s absence from first team dury.
Alan spotted this extremely select off-licence while on

holiday in bonny Bridlington with his wife (someone
knows how to give a girl a good time) and caprured the
moment for posterity.

We know Adie doesn’t rate ‘abroad’ too highly, but
setting up in business on the Costa Del Humberside
does seem a bit extreme.

ND, walking of moonlighting, whar was Jeff
Hopkins up to last week? Providing some pre-
Christmas entertainment in the Broad Street Mall last
Thursday was ‘Mr Topper and his unique blend of

magic and humour.’

M[CK GOODING came in for a bit of ribbing
when Burnley were visiting earlier this month
afer an announcement came over the Elm Park PA
system during the game....requesting that his car be
moved immediately!

Says Geordie: “I didn’t hear it myself but the lads
recognised the number as mine. They thought I must
have gone off to move it - because I went missing for 20
minutes in the second half.”

NOTHER offbeat Elm Park moment featured in
a profile on Notts County’s Andy Legg in ‘90
minutes’ magazine when he was asked what was the

most unusual thing he'd ever seen on a fooball pirch.

Legg was in no doubt, replying: “When we played
Reading there was a fire scare so they evacuated all the
fans on to the pitch. There were still a few minutes left
to play and our manager Russell Slade was trying to give
a team talk as we stood there surrounded by thousands
of people.”

HE many friends of long-time supporter William
West, an Elm Park regular for many years, will be
saddened to hear that he died recently at the age of 92.

Mr West, who used to drive himself from his Spencers
Wood home to take up his favourite position under the
clock on the South Bank, will be greatly missed by all
who knew him. '

ONGRATULATIONS to another of our senior

supporters, Arthur Bloomfield, who'’s stood on the
Elm Park terraces for 40 years and celebrates his 70th
birthday today.
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Now's the time to become part of the Reading F.C. Local Business Lottery, sponsored by the Reading Evening Post roaring around with the Royals.
The simple but unique scheme means that for just £1 you can buy a chance for a member of your staff to receive a free scratch-card lottery ticket in
their pay packet. Just think how exciting it will be for one of your employees to win the £2,000 jackpot prize!

As you can see from the impressive list below there are already a lot of companies participating in the Business Lottery but there’s room for plenty mare
and if you'd like to help your local football club then contact us on 0734-464008.

MANY THANKS T THE FOLLOWING COMPANIES FOR THEIR CONTINUED SUPPORT

1A CARS

Al BERKSHIRE HOUSE CLEARANCE
ABBEY WINDOWS

A C ELECTRICAL WHOLESALE PLC

A DM ELECTROIDS LTD

AJB ENGINEERING SERVICES

ABBOTT PRESENTATION (SCREEN PRINT

ACCLAIM FABRICATIONS

ALAN FINCH, FERICON PRESS
ALLSPORTS

ALLIANCE WINDSCREENS

AREFF PRODUCTIONS LTD

ARMOUR PRINT & DESIGN
ARROWSWIFT COURIERS %
ASTRES TROPHY SPECIALISTS 3
AUTOCARE (Peugeor)

AUTO TRADER

AUTOVOLKS

AUTOWORLD

AYLSHAM ENGINEERING

BAYWELLS ENGINEERING

BEAUTIFUL BLOOMS

BIG WHEELERS

BILASH INDIAN RESTAURANT
BINDING & PRESENTATION SUPPLIES [+
BRICANMORE SHOPFITTING JOINERS
BROADBEAR BROS LTD

BUSINESS CRATE HIRE LTD

BUSINESS SYSTEMS

CAVENDISH MEATS

R

i

CAVERSHAM PARK VILLAGE l,wwudms

CAVERSHAM TILES
CHARLES COLEMAN & CO.
CLOVER TELECOM

CY FINISHES LIMITED
C. F. TAYLOR

CCTV CENTRE LIMITED
CAR BODY CARELTD
CITY LINK FENCING
CLEAR DRAINS (UK)
CLOVER LEAF

CLOVER TELECOM

)

w

COMPUTER ENGINEERING SYSTEMS LTD |

CREATIVE COMMUNICATIONS DIRECT
CREATIVE PRESS

CRESSWELL CONSTRUCTION
CROCKERS & CAVERSHAM ELECTRICS
CUMBERS BUTCHERS

CYPHERNET

D.]. PAGE

D. & S, HAMILTON

DANIELS BUILDING SERVICES

DAVENPORT VERNON NISSAN READING LTD

DAVID GARDNER

DELTA AUTO SERVICES
DENTON & GIBSON

DOWNTON MOTOR ENGINEERING
EARLEY GLASS

ELGEE PLASTICS

ELITE WHEELS AND TYRES
ELLIOTT METAL

EXPRESS AUTOMATICS

EXPRESS SCAFFOLDING

FAIRLEY BROWN & CO LTD
FIRST STEP CLEANING SERVICES
FORCE COMPONENTS 89 LTD
FOREST PERSONNEL LTD
FOTOKINE

FOX BUILDERS LTD

FOX PRINT FINISHERS LIMITED
FRANK THAKE SIGNS

FRASERS OFFICE SUPPLIES
FRED WEBBER
FREIGHTSHIELD

G. E. DAY

G. 5. HAYWARD HYDRAULIC ENGINEERS
GALE PLANT

GLASRITE

GOSS & CO.

GRAVITY PERSONNEL
GUARDIAN FENCING
HASLAMS (FRIAR STREET)
HELLABY MEATS
HERALD GRAPHICS

HOMEVIEW TV, & RADIO
L M. P LTD. (SHOPFITTING)
LB Kmmc_n

EE
] &E ;\CLOUNTANCY 7

]. P. MOTORS

J. A. GRAPHICS '
J. W PLATES &1 YRES i
JACKLIN LIMITED !
JAMES WHITE POOLS LTI

JAMIE CORRIE MOTOR EJ

JOHN BOWERS STUDIO
JOHN GEORGE & SON Lf'[@
JOHN GRIFFITHS - MERCEDES |
JOHN PALMER STUDIO
JUsT PR!'f]SlON SHEET l\-m

MALVAN GROUﬁM‘Eﬁ

MANOR PRESS

MARSHALLS GARAGE

MAX CAFE

McGOWAN BROTHERS (READING) LTD
MONKS & CRANE

MONTAGE SHOPFITTING & EXHIBITIONS LTD

N. J. CHAFFEY BUILDING CONTRACTOR
N. R. HUMPRHREYS (CONTRACTS) LTD
NEARLY NEW
NURDIN & PEACOCK
N. W. TILBY
OAKRIDGE ESTATE AGENTS
. ENGRAVING & SCREEN PRINT
“EL FORCE
PARSONS (1919) LTD
PEARMAINS
PET SUPPLIES, SONNING COMMON
PHILIP BAKER & CO, ESTATE AGENTS

JEFFREY & SONS BUILDERS ) aAHwNS

PINCENTS MANOR GOLF 8 COUNTRY CLUB
PRECISION TOOLS

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SURVEYORS
PROPERTY PROTECTION SYSTEMS

QA MARKETING & RESEARCH SERVICES LTD
Q-TELLTD

QT R TRANSPORT

QUALITY PRINTERS & STATIONERS

R. A. ENGINEERING

R. ROKINS DELIVERY SERVICES

RAILSTON JOINERY

RANSTAD EMPLOYMENT BUREAU

READING & DISTRICT EXPORT ASSOCIATION
\ AINT SERVICES

RUWBmeNus
SAAB READING LTD

SHFPHMDS OUSE
\mpmﬂm«. & PRESSINGS LTD

CASSETTE DUPLICATION

WMETALS & COMPONENTS LTD
UK LIMITED

; 'r’R. FASTENINGS

TAWNY TRANSPORT

THAMES VALLEY CLEANING CONTRACTORS
IMES VALLEY ENGRAVING
THAMES VALLEY FRESH FOOD
THAMES VALLEY TAXIS

THE PRINTER

THE STAG & HUNTSMAN GARAGE
THIMBLEBY & SHORLAND
THOMPSON & LEATHERDALE
THORNGATES UPHOLSTERY
TODDS FLOORING

TRAVIS PERKINS

TRAVIS PERKINS (MR, GRIFFIN)
UDO (READING)

VI PRECISION GRINDERS
VALENTINE EQUIPMENT LTD
VECCER LIMITED

VILLAGE HOME IMPROVEMENTS
VILLAGE BUTCHERS, WOODLEY
WARINGS MASTER BAKERS
WARNERCOMM

WEDDEL SWIFT

WHEELMASTER INT. LTD.
WHITLEY WOOD FIRE STATION
WICKS CARPETS

WILMOTTS

WOOD & DOUGLAS LTD

ZORRO PRINT FINISHERS




KEY - M = Matchday Sponsor B = Match Ball Sponsor FO STE R’S &
“ 20.08.94 v Portsmouth - M - Hewlett-Packard Lid 26.12.94 v Luton Town=M - The Village Butchers
B — Thames Valley Cleaning Contractors B — Lingwood Cleaning Services
= 230894 v Gillingham — M - Hall & Clarke 31,1294 v Grimsby Town - M - Reading Paint Services ®
= M - Field SeymourParkes B - Michigan Enterprises R
30.08.94 v Stoke City - M~ C. E. Heath/Morganprint i Puogawne Piseeal” -07.01:95 _ v+ Oldham Athletic— M - Dove, Howarth and Jones e a ln O 0 a u
“ B — Harty Electronics B — Axon Network
= 03.09.94 v Millwall - M - Business Moves Limited 14.01.95 v WBA - M = Haslams/The Head Partnership
B - Today Newspaper B=David Jewell
| — ] 17.09.94 v Sheffield United ~M=Lamport Glbert Limited {10295« Derby County=M= Fisher Holdings
= B — Thames Valley Cleaning Contractors B — Harty Eleetronics
20.09.94 v Derby County — Westcoast/]ames & Cowper 21.0295 v Southend United - M - James-White Pools Ltd
“ B - Temperance Ten B —The Lane Family
01.10.94 v Notts County - M — Westcoast Ltd 04.03.95 v Watford - M = Bryant Homes
= B - British Trolleybus Society B — Bentley Systems (UK) Lid
15.10.94 v Bristol Cm - M - OraclefDiata General 11.03.95 v Bamslcy -M -John Holt & Partners/
u B - Lloyds Bank Commercial Services Britannia Robere Darvall
_ 221094 v Sunderland - M ~ Bryant Homes B — Sreware Dougall
= B - Simpson Springs and Pressings Ltd. 21.03.95 v Oldham Athletic~ M - Price Waterhouse
05.11.94 v Burnley - M- Courage * B~ Denton and Gibson Limited
E B — Motorway Tyres and Accessories 010495 v Swindon— M- Telecential Lanbase
26.11.94 v Tranmere Rovers — M - Travis Perkins B ~ Wallingford Arms
B — North Hants Branch of 15,0495 v PortVale - M - Horncastle/ Goss & Co.
Reading FC Supporters Club B — Harty Electronics
06.12.94 v Middlesbrough - M - Clark Whitehill 22.04.94 v Bolton - M - Business Seating
B — Collier and Catley Limited B -S.]. Callender & Son

18.12.94 v Wolverhampton - M — Wadham Kenning
B - S. J. Callender & Son

06.05.95 v Charlton-M -

B — Mundells Print & Promotions

Midland Bank

Queens Court, 56-58 Queens Road
Reading RG1 4BD

Ernst & Young
Apex Plaza. Reading RG1 1YE

Pearmains , Central Garage,
High Street, Crowthorme, Berks,
RG11 7AZ. Tel. 0344 777777

Scott Wood & Co.
42 Station Road, Wokingham
Berkshire RG11 2AE

Abbey Gardens, 4 Abbey Street,
Reading, Berkshire RG1 3BA
Tel: 0734 5007944
Pitmans
47 Castle Street, Reading RG1 7SR

National Westminster Bank plc

Thames Ceilings
Unit4, W&G Industrial Estate
East Challow, Wantage OX12 8TF

Davenport Vernon
Tel: 0734 751300
Fax: 0734 314295

B S Finance S S
CAMAS [ () [Pyreatrald ARGYLL INSURANCE
- PACKARD 5
Associated Asphalt IM BROKERS LTD FOST E R’S
P O Box 60, Henley-on-Thames Hewlett Packard BDO Stoy Hayward 19 Bevis Marks, London -
Cain Road, Bracknell Berks. RG12 1HN Chariered Accountants EC3A 7JB. Tel: 071 626 5727 ' 1
Horseman Coaches Tel: 03444 360000 2/10 Bridge Streel, Reading, Berks Moot e, B EXP 0 T
Gillette Way, Feading Tel 0?91;42%:3582 Tel: 0344 306307 ) = y
¥ Alia us RE
GRAVITY =Auto ibo s c o s ]
PERS Y NNEL d s 7
éumn’zn Tres er o L PROVIDENI

1-2 Wast Street
Reading Berks RG1 1TT

Autotrader House
Danehill, Cutbush Park
Lower Earley RG6 4UT

JBS Mailing Services
2 Lawrence Way
Camberley, Surrey GU15 30U

300 Kings Road Reading
RG1 4HP

£

READING
SPORTING CLUB

KPMG

)

KPMG Peat Marwick Courage Limited
Electronics 2000 Richfield Avenue Abbots House " Reading Depot, Imperial Way
,‘g;i:::m Ei::U:,,SJ?;J Reading Abbey Street Basingstoke Road
RG18PA Reading RG1 3BD Reading RG1 2LX

: FOR MATCH
L7 Loncasler 2l PRESS HOSPITALITY DETAILS
Caricastor Readiig Lid St BOX TEL: KEVIN GIRDLER
HBridge Garage, Station Road Beacontree Piaza, Link 10 Gillette ON 0734 507878

Pangboume RGB 7AN

Way, Reading RG2 0BS

GOWRINGS ROYAL LINE 0891 12 1000

Calls cost 39p/minute cheap, 49p/minute other times (24 hours a day 7 Days a week)




READING FODTBALL SUPPORTERS' GLUB

ROYALS SHOP

HIRTS
anMPIONSH::‘a"E%TS A SHiRTs
now and Away
CHAMPIONSHIP 1-SHIRTS Childrens g4 gq
now only £9 Adults £29.99

VIDEOS » “ROYALS
ANTHEN:
ugeason’s Greetings casserr

£12.99 only £2,99

Champions CREST war CL
s o;:geggwa‘s £11.99 o

New

On matchdays visit our three shops around the ground, open from 12 noon and for 30
minutes after final whistle.
Restricted range of items available at main reception en week days from 9 am to 5 pm

SUPPLIED BY

2b8olute gerformance

MITRE SPORTS INTERNATIONAL LTD.
BIRKBY, HUDDERSFIELD, HD1 5AJ. TEL: 0484 537488. FAX: 0484 530042

A GENESCO Company

A Striking Partnership...with Reading Borough
Gouncil and Reading . G. .
" € Reading

BOROUGH COUNCIL
CHRISTMAS PRIZE WORDSEARCH
To celebrate a year of partnership berween Reading Borough Council and Reading Football
Club, here’s a special competition for you to try.
The following team line-up is hidden in the grid:

1. Hislop H A V E K Y ZCWO DW
2. Bernal I AW I L L I AMS RR
3. Kerr S 'Y R H A P B EIRN AL
4. Wdowczyk L. P Y TN CHGR RTINS
5. Williams O ] ONE SGITMRBRA
6. Jones P § I A NNDILNE AY
7. Barnard A U RT 1 OBKAIL BL
8. Gooding Q R OD Y LLEVYOLA
9. Quinn S § OUuU P P OSRRTK
10. Lovell E O § B O RNRS G F E
11. Osborn G R DR AP DPEHS ER
SUBS 12. Hartenberger M C P HE RS ONOMR

13. Sheppard

14. McPherson
Once you have circled all 14 names in true wordsearch fashion, look again - there is one more
Royals player siill hidden. Find that name and return the completed form below (a photocopy
will do if you don’t want to cut your programme) to:
Royals Competition, Marketing and Public Relations, Reading Borough Council, Level 6,
Civic Centre, Reading RG1 7TD by Tuesday January 10.
The first correct answer out of the hat will win a meal for two at the Town Hall’s 3Bs Cafe.
The 3Bs serves top quality, value for money meals throughout the day, and is a great place to
meet friends for a town centre drink.

NEW YEAR’S EVE FOOTBALL....
Don'’t forger that you can get 50 pence off terrace admission at the Grimsby Town match this
Saturday, New Year’s Eve, if you have a Reading Borough Council Passport to Leisure. You

can also get £1 off seats with your Passport, but you must buy your tickets in advance from
the Elm Park Box Office.

AND CELEBRATIONS!

If you are planning to see in the New Year - and celebrate a Royals victory - in the town
centre, here’s some good news on how to get home.

There will be a free New Year’s Eve late-night bus service from Reading Buses, sponsored by
Reading Borough Council, Carling Black Label and the Reading Evening Post.

Buses run from all parts of the town, from 11 p.m. until at least 2 a.m. For more details look
out for the advertisement in the Evening Post or telephone 594000. Don’t Drink and Drive,
Drink and Ride!

A Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from all at Reading Borough Council.

CHRISTMAS WORDSEARCH COMPETITION

BB sussmssusninsissmmnss rovvossassismsssassbinsamin The mystery player is:

AAAEESS(, oo resssronsissstiimimsmisiEistarostesnsssasestmseness

GOWRINGS ROYAL LINE 0891 12 1000

Calls cost 39p/minute cheap, 49p/minute other times (24 hours a day 7 Days a week]




Shaka smiles his way to a

First Division honours degree

THF_ folk in Trinidad may have abandoned plans to put local
hero Shaka Hislop’s face on one of their phonecards but it's
still on the wanted posters above a few Premiership managers’
desks.

Because if the 25 year old keeper’s performances won admiring glances
last season then his seven clean sheets in the first 10 games of the
current campaign really made football folk sit up and take norice,
Former England and Sheffield United keeper Alan Hodgkinson, now
a coach at Old Trafford, has rarely been far away in recent weeks when
the Royals have been in action and a lot of other good judges have
become members of his fan club.

Bur the ever-modest Shaka, London-born bur raised in Trinidad, just
smiles and says: “I'm very flattered by all the attention bur [ try nor to
take any notice of it.

“Apart from the odd couple of games I've been pretty happy with my
form this season and [ hope I'm learning from my mistakes. But I know
I'm still relatively inexperienced and there’s plenty to learn yet.”

In fact it's somerimes hard to believe that it's barely two-and-a-half
years since he arrived from the United States for a trial, having just
completed a degree in mechanical engineering at Howard University
in Washington DC.

Just over two months later he made his League debut at The
Hawthorns against West Brom, displacing Steve Francis and keeping
the experienced former Chelsea man on the sidelines for 12 matches.
Steve eventually won his place back and, apart from injuries, kept it
until the end of the season. But Shaka's increasing mastery of the skills
of his trade doubtless influenced Steve’s decision to move on to
Huddersfield two summers ago.

As fate would have it our first game of last season took us to Leeds
Road where the Terriers couldn’t find a way past Shaka, but the
Royals beat Steve three times and we were on our way to the Second
Division title.

That was the first of 20 clean sheets in an ever-present season for
Shaka and when he headed for his summer break he'd certainly earned
the right to puc his feer up for a couple of months,

Instead he headed for the States to renew some old acquaintances in
Washingron and take in a few World Cup matches.

Says Shaka: “It was a great experience. The atmosphere in the stadium
was fabulous, particularly with the rival supporters getting on well
with each other and the fact that they were there just to enjoy the
football.

GOWRINGS ROYAL LINE 0891 12 1000

“The football played in the tournament was superb, a real spectacle.
From the games | saw | managed to pick up a few bits and pieces from
wartching the goalkeepers - and a few things not to do - but then again
1 always warch other keepers closely to see if there's anything I can
learn.”

He adds: “It’s been very different in the First Division this season, not
only because the standard of play is obviously higher.

“Last season there were some strikers who, for the whole 90 minutes,
just wanted to clatter you all the time. At this level referees are more
protective anyway, but players don’t want to waste their energy by
clattering into you every time.

“I like to dominate my area if | can and, even though you know your
opponents will try to put you off, at least it’s within the laws of the
gi-lﬂ'lﬁ.

“I’s also terrific to be visiting grounds which are steeped in history,
like Roker Park and Molineux, places that I dreamed of playing at
when I was a boy.”

Shaka was based in London last season but moved to Bracknell in the
summer and jokes: “Thar gives me an extra hour in bed every
morning,”

But then again, when asked what he does ourside football he replies
with a broad grin: “Rest and eat...and I read a lot, anything from
novels to Time magazine.”

Plans to add to his robotics qualifications by undertaking a cybernetics
course at Reading University have had to be shelved though.

He says: “1 visited the university and spoke to a couple of professors
but obviously my first obligation is to the club and the work involved
would mean | couldn’t devote enough time to it as well as following
my football career. So that’s something for later, and I'm very happy
with my life as it is.”

So why did they drop Shaka's smile from Trinidad’s phonecard? He
says: “I think it happened because 1 decided not to play for them when
they called me up for an international. Apart from the fact thar it was
during our season and my first duty is to the club, I wanted to hold
onto my English status...just in case.”

Goalkeeping coach Peter Bonetti reckons Shaka has what it takes to
win international honours, and who would ber against that
increasingly famous smile following the likes of Gordon Banks, Peter
Shilton and Bonetti himself into the England side?

Calls cost 39p/minute cheap, 49p/minute other times (24 hours a day 7 Days a week)

Picture: John Hawken

READING F.C.
1871

GOWRINGS ROYAL LINE ﬂ 0891 12 1000

Calls cost 39p/minute cheap, 49p/minute other times (24 hours a day 7 Days a week)




HOW TO GET THERE
Vale Park, Burslem, STOKE-ON-TRENT

Take M6 Motorway until junction 15 and follow
A5006 and A500. After 6.3 miles branch left and take
A527, third exit off roundabout. In 0.4 miles turn right
onto B5051 in Newcastle Street and over the crossroads
at the end, into Moorland Road. Then turn left into
Hamil Road for Port Vale FC.

There is street parking available, but also ample visitors’
car parking at £2 behind the Railway Stand and close to
the Hamil Road entrances. Nearest rail station:
Longport, Stoke-on-Trent.

There will be 4,715 standing places available on the
covered Hamil Road terrace at £8.50 with no
concessions, with uncovered terracing available ar £6.50
and £3.50 for under 14s. Limited numbers of seats are
available in the Family Stand at £7.00 for adults and
£4.50 for children under 14.

CHRISTMAS MASCOTS
Leading out the Royals this
afternoon is 10 year old Matthew |
Ryan who’s a pupil at Rivermead|#§
Primary School in Woodley and has
been an Elm Park regular for two
years.
He tells us his hobbies are football
and Gladiators and his favourite
player is Scott Taylor. Matthew
apologises for the fact that he also
supports Arsenal, and is duly
forgiven.
A luckier mascot than most is 14
year Tanya Tucker who won the
job in the Supporters’ Club
Christmas Raffle.
She goes to Denefield School in
Tilehurst, lists her pastimes as
swimming and wartching the
Royals, and her favourite players
are keeper Shaka Hislop and full
back Dylan Kerr.
Hoping to prove a lucky charm
for The Hatters today is nine year
old Matthew Boast who is a pupil
at Burnham Copse Junior
School at Tadley, near Reading.

Matthew Ryan

Tanya Tucker

Matthew Boast

GOWRINGS ROYAL LINE

Matthew’s a Junior Hatter and season ticket holder at
Kenilworth Road, even though today’s match is more of
a ‘home’ game than the usual home games he watches.
He plays football for the Kingsclere Boys Under 10
team in the Peter Houseman League where he tries to
emulate hero David Preece.

TODAY’S REFEREE

The man in the middle this afternoon is
Wolverhampton accountant Gurnam Singh who makes
his first visit to Elm Park since the Second Division
victory over Fulham in October last year.

A married man with two young children, he began
referecing in the Wolverhampton area in 1978, became
a Foorball League linesman in 1986 and graduated to
the Referees’ List three years later. He enjoys most
sports, but particularly football and cricket.

IN THE WHOSH

Calling all exiled Luton fans with access to the
information superhighway, otherwise known as the
[nternet.

An electronic newsgroup called WHOSH - Worldwide
Harters On the Superhighway - exists to keep you up to
date with all the latest happenings at Kenilworth Road.
Members from the USA, Holland, Germany,
Scandinavia and many parts of the UK can exchange
news and views, without charge, through the
newsgroup. There are also ftp and WWW services
dedicated to Luton which can also be found via the
newsgroup.

Any Luton fans who'd like to subscribe to WHOSH
should send their E-mail address to: request-ltfc @
robots.ox.ac.uk.

BURGER KING SHOOTING STARS

Harmans Water Junior School overcame Bracknell
neighbours Great Hollands Junior School 8-4 in the
Burger King Penalty Shootout as we all drew breath
during the halftime interval against Wolves.

Great Hollands: Sean Corney; Paul Bowles, Richard
Sanders, Nicholas Bale, Sean Gillett, Nicholas Hazel,
Garry Sargeant. Harmans Water: Charlie Dunlop; Lee
Wiltshire, Stephen Rust, Jamie Kulas, Tom Robinson,
Robert Prince, Chris Hobbs.

0891 12 1000

Calls cost 39p/minute cheap, 49p/minute other times (24 hours a day 7 Days a week)

GOWRINGS .~
ROYAL LINE ™

0891 12 1000

=™  LIVE MATCH COVERAGE!

=3 YOUR FAVOURITE PLAYERS INTERVIEWED! =&
=g3= HEAR THE MANAGER ON LINE EVERY WEEK! =&™=

=3 THE LATEST NEWS FROM YOUR CLUB 24hrs A DAY! &=

MONEY FROM YOUR CALLS HELPS
SUPPORT READING F.C.

Calls cost 39p/minute cheap 49p/minute other times. Clubcall, 1-9 Downham Road, London N1 5AA




Two goal Michael Gilkes gives
James Smith a teasing time.
(inset) Shaka nose we're on a
Winner!

Jimmy Quinn points the
way to a fabulous
vietory.

Pictures: Andrew Evans




ENDSLEIGH GIVE YOU THE ) = :
,1 ;—  Put your mney on our goalscorers’ shirts and bélp support the Royals drive for success

CHANCE TO PLAY AT WEMBLEY

Ever dreamt of playing at Wembley Stadium? Well

now's your opportunity to tread the hallowed v 1 e
turf wﬁere World Char¥1 ions have been | [l’la_\gc;“ oud (’ml’gwmd gla-";’l Ro- . Goals‘;‘:"red
crowned, FA Cup legends created and League 5 1 = &L per g d
Cup winners honou?ed. And don't forget that A. Starr, N, Broome, £. Garland ]. Avenell, C. Joyce, I. Evered, R.F. Evans,
inI just eighfen mcrn't]chshtimgbngemb!ey will £ ey P. Harris, Miss C. Taylor, N. Broome,
also stage the Final of the 1 uropean 2 — £5 per g et 0 o =
Ehampionshigs! - }m-d;;’fnml’ P Mr Sopp, M. Turner, D, Tolan h
The Football League and the major 10 -
supdporters;]orgar;(isatio?s hgvle joLned forces, 3 £5 it { K Ijﬂ pe‘; g;'l.]u D.1. Dorrell, E.J. E )
and with the backing of Endsleigh Insurance, 2= 20 R i . Parser, A. Spuller, D.1. Dorrell, L.}, East,
have created an opportunity to turn the dream S. Wilkinson, N. Deaves, K. Norris P. Hobbs, S. Norris, M. Welch, R. Pitt,
into reality for supporters of Endsleigh League participate in the six-a-side competition which will gl M. Bullock, M. Savin, A. Colao, Ru Solly
clubs. " i . feature supportei[ls' teams from each of ;‘he 4 — £5 per goal 1 ;
To have a chance of appearing at the most seventy sides in the Endsleigh League. The T Da 1
famous football stadium in the world, simply fill suppogﬁers line-ups will be selected from a Harry Adew S - z £ pee g“l. - 3
in an application form for the Endsleigh random draw of the applications received from 4 i A. Sump, M. Smith, M. J. Neilan
Supporters’ Challenge and send it to The Football each club. S ES,P" goal ¥ 0
League by 31st January 1995. If your side can get through the initial L.H. Voke, Wendy House Playgroup, J. Paul 12 — £5 per goal 1
Applications are invited from all male* fans divisional heats, it's on to the National Indoor s A.C. Withers
over the age of seventeen (as at 1/1/95) to Arena in Birmingham for the final Wembley 6 — £5 per goal = >
qualifying stage in April. The best two J.E. Brown 14— £5 A
teams from each division then take the ‘¥ : o PR ER 4
7 — £3 per goal : 6

‘Road to Wembley' for-the biggest

game of their lives which will be C. Allaway, 1. Johnson, D.L. Wilson, o Up to and including 18.12.94

. played before the end of season Play- B. Cripps, C.H, Townsend, Jean Smith P

: Off Finals. . We need more sponsors! Please add your name to the above and
Full copies of the competition rules 0 ;

can be obtained from The Football 8 — £3 per goal really get behind the Royals. Send your sponsorship entry to Phil

4 S C.]. Stamp, D.M. Spencer, D.E. Arlert, Chant, the Promotions Department, Unit 12B, Southview Park
7. F’ ', r League. Further copies of the application 8 P Reac ¢ Promotions Department, Unit s view Park,
o tﬂ A Fon% are availablepfrom your (ﬂgb Aidan Rose, G.S. Downing Caversham, Reading, RG4 0AF.

T

WemMBLEY? S

I Y e -

£ Every time you enter Littlewoods, Vernons and Zetters Football also receives £8 million a year for the use

Pools or Littlewoods Spot the Ball you are helping the game of fixtures on coupons and Littlewoods, the game's biggest

at all levels. The Football Trust administers funds from the benefactor, is the first sponsor of the FA Cup.
mE:N%ifIFgHTEuWG LEAgl\lElONF Name: oo Date of Birth: v Pools, helping clubs to improve safety and comfort, Up and down the country, clubs are building new
g}ll’ ORTERS LENGEN’PLI T _ ORM The Trust receives some £37 million every year, all of grounds, stands, seating and roofing. All depend on the

lease return completed application forms to be Address: ¥ Yy . - : A ¢ 4 o .
received by 31st January 1995 to: i T T T PRI it coming directly or indirectly from Littlewoods, Vernons support of the Football Trust and on the success of the
SUPPORTERS’ CHALLENGE, At LT TYL b and Zetters Pools and Littlewoods Spot the Ball. football pools.
COMMUNITY AFFAIRS DEPT. o,
el g g Ao P‘I“:"de e e Ll'I'T'Ii:E\WOODS VE_RNO’NS ,Z{ETTERS 4 THE FOOTBALL TRUST
LANCASHIRE FY8 1JG. Club'Supported: . S e I ot MR, ..rreiirioi Making sure foothall wins ) :
the Pools each week } Helping the e me

D No acknowledgement will be made but please tick this box if you do not wish to receive details of other offers from The Football League
Tue FooTsALL TRUST, WALKDEN Housg, 10 MELTON STREET, LONDON NWI1 2EB

GOWRINGS ROYAL LINE ﬁ 0891 12 1000

Calls cost 39p/minute cheap, 49p/minute other times (24 hours a day 7 Days a week)



Back row, from left: Tony Adcock, Des Linton, Mitchell Thomas, Juergen S

o Marvin Joh David Greene, John Hartson.

Middle row, from left: Clive Goodyear (physio), Martin Williams, Richard Harvey, Julian James, Kerry Dixon, Aaron Skelton, Scott Oakes, Dwight
Marshall, John Moore (coach).
Front vow, from left: Ceri Hughes, Scort Houghton (now Walsall), David Preece, David Pleat (manager), Trevor Peake, Tony Thorpe, Paul Telfer.

OW do you make a Hatter mad? Mention the names Simod Cup
and Reading in the same breath.

Bur while the events of March 28, 1988 mighe still haunt Luton Town fans,
the followers of both clubs can look back with grear affection on a 28-day
period which produced two of the most momentous events in our respective
histories.

The pundits, as ever, knew exactly what was going to happen when Luton
found themselves in both the Simod Cup and Littlewoods Cup finals that
year.

Standing ninth in the old Division One there was no doubt at all that
they’d demolish Second Division strugglers Reading in the Simod and suffer
a similar fate themselves at the hands of mighty Arsenal, the League Cup
holders, a month later.

However 61,740 people discovered that going to Wembley is a whole
different ball game when, despite Mick Harford's opener, the Royals
stormed back to win 4-1 with a brillianc Michael Gilkes equaliser, Stuart
Beavon'’s penalty and second half strikes from Mick Tait and Neil Smillie.
And to prove the point, Luton donned their underdogs’ mantle in front of a
95,000 full house to win a thrilling 3-2 seesaw bartle against the Gunners
with a couple of goals from Brian Stein and anether from Danny Wilson,
But with Gilkesy and David Preece the only survivors of that last meeting
it’s to be hoped that nobody used it as a form guide when they hurriedly
filled in their three pools coupons before the Christmas break!

Because Luton have proved something of a tipster’s nightmare this season -
a happy band of rravellers almost unbeatable away from home but curiously

vulnerable at Kenilworth Road.

Indeed they couldn’t win a thing at home - including a Coca Cola Cup tie
with Fulham - until October 15 when they suddenly produced a sparkling
display to crush Middlesbrough 5-1 with an own goal from Paul Wilkinson,
two strikes from Dwight Marshall and one each by Preece and John
Hartson.

The only other side to leave Kenilworth Road feeling glum were
Portsmouth last month - and Luton promptly followed that with a 6-3
home defeat by Sheffield United - but nobody’s safe once they've crossed
the Bedfordshire border to head for foreign parts.

Among the highlights of this season’s travelogue have been a 4-2 victory
over local rivals Wartford, 2-1 wins at Stoke City and Swindon Town, 3-1 at
Bramall Lane and 3-2 over then leaders Wolves - with only a late penalty
and an own goal allowing Graham Taylor’s men to give the scoreline a
respectable look.

So it’s a sure thing that Luton won't be pulling their punches this Boxing
Day afternoon, and only the most foolhardy forecaster would have put his
money on a no-score draw.

Bur, if Luton harbour any thoughts of revenge for the fact that the Simod
Cup sits in our trophy cabinet, Reading fans with slightly longer memories
still have a bone to pick over a wet, Wednesday evening back in the spring
of 1970.

With literally seconds left on the clock Malcolm McDonald ploughed
through the Elm Park mud to hit a marvellous goal which, ultimately, saw
the Hatters promoted from Division Three and left Reading facing a 16
year wait to imitate them. Now that’s really worth avenging!

GOWRINGS ROYAL LINE 0891 12 1000
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MEET THE BOSS

AVID PLEAT has done the

rounds in a football career

which has now stretched past
the 30 year mark burt to most people he
will always be Mr Luton Town.
As a player he started out at
Nottingham Forest but joined Luton in
1964 and spent three years at
Kenilworth Road before having spells at
Shrewsbury Town, Exeter City and
Peterborough  United until his
retirement in 1971,
His management career began at non-
League Nuneaton Borough, he was
appointed Luton’s reserve coach in
1974 and took over first team coaching
duties three years later before
succeeding Harry Haslam as manager in
1978.
Pleat took The Hatters into Division
One in 1982 but joined Spurs in 1986,
leading them to the FA Cup final in
May 1987. He then had a three year
spell ar Leicester City but moved back
to Kenilworth Road for the third time
in June 1991.
His exciting side reached the semi-final
of last season’s FA Cup before losing
out to Chelsea, and he confirmed his
place in the supporters’ hearts last
month by rejecting the chance to
become general manager at Spurs.

New Yorker Juergen Sommer waired
two years to make his Luton debut but
has made up for lost time by
establishing himself as the club’s first
choice keeper, winning a place in the
U.S. World Cup squad and making his
international debur as a substitute
against England at Wembley in
September.

He's being understudied by veteran
Fred Barber, who made Luron his
ninth club when he arrived from
Peterborough

United for
£15,000

in the summer, and 18 year old Kelvin
Davis whose League debut came at
Stoke City in the final game of last
season.

The defence is built around the
experience of 37 year old club caprain
Trevor Peake, an FA Cup winner with
Coventry City in 1983, who is
partnered at the centre of the back four
by Republic of Ireland Under 21
skipper David Greene or 26 year old
fellow youth team graduate Marvin
Johnson.
Former Under 21
international full back Julian James is

England

another home grown star, who’s in his
fifth season of League foorball, bur 23
year old Des Linton followed manager
Pleat from Filbert Street in October
1991.

Crowd favourite Mitchell Thomas also
earned Under 21 honours with England
and is back at Kenilworth Road, where
he first made his name, after spells with
Spurs and West Ham United, while 19
year old Greg Rioch is hoping to
match father Bruce’s glittering career.
Rhonda-born midfield man Ceri
Hughes won a call-up to the full Welsh
side last season, after representing his
country at youth and Under 21 levels,
bur was sidelined last month after
damaging knee ligaments.

Paul Telfer was
born in Edinburgh
but joined Luton as
a youngster and
made his debut at
Everton in 1991,
his performances
on the right side of
midfield in the
past two seasons winning him
Scottish international honours at Under
21 and ‘B’ level.

Aaron Skelton overcame a serious
thigh injury to make his debut at home
to West Brom on the opening day of
the current campaign, while fellow 20

y Maurice O’ Brien

year old Tony Thorpe exploded onto
the scene with a goal on his maiden
appearance at Newcastle United in the
fourth round of last season’s FA Cup.
And midfielder Paul Allen, on a
month's loan from Southamprton,
knows all about the FA Cup having
been to Wembley with both West Ham
Unirted dnd Spurs.

But the doyen of The Hatters” midfield
is 31 year old David Preece who's
repaid his £150,000 fee from Walsall
many times over in the past 10 years.
He played his 300th game for the club
earlier in the season, he’s won three
caps for the England "B’ side and
appeared in both of Luton’s League
Cup finals in the eightes.

Scott Oakes was one p
of the leading lights
in last season’s FA
Cup run, grabbing a
sixth round hatrick

against West Ham, |
and has won both
an England Under
21 call-up and the fj

artentions of the Jiff
Premiership scouts
- just like exciting 19 year old fellow
striker John Hartson who's a Welsh
Under 21 international.

The Hatters brought in two new
strikers during the summer - much
travelled Tony Adcock from
Peterborough United and Dwight
Marshall, who hit 14 goals in
Plymouth Argyle’s unsuccessful pursuit
of the Royals in Division Two last
season.

But one face needing no introduction
to Elm Park is 33 year old former
England international Kerry Dixon.
He hit 51 goals in just 116 Reading
appearances before moving on to
Chelsea and Southampton, and finally
got to play for his home town team last
year.
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Reading
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FOSTER WHEELER ENERGY LIMITED
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Offices in Reading, Glasgow, Teesside and Aberdeen

There are roads to these places

but who needs them?

Travel by fast, comfortable
Thames Trains Turbo

Take a trip to London and enjoy the sights of Britain’s Capital
City - there’s something for everyone.

Visit Oxford, the City of Dreaming Spires and take a stroll
around this beautiful university City.

Explore Warwick at your leisure, with interesting shops and its
impressive castle, the home of the Earls of Warwick since
medieval times. '

Go back in time and follow in Shakespeare’s footsteps through
the streets of Stratford-upon-Avon.

For further information,
telephone Reading (0734) 595911

Thames Trains
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A GREAT DAY

I must say how pleased I was to
witness the tremendous support all
you fans gave the chairman and
everyone at the club during the
Wolves game.

It would have been very easy for
everyone to drop their heads after
Mark’s unexpected departure, but I
think we all proved just how much
determination there is at this club -
both on and off the pitch.

I was delighted to be asked to help
out on the bench, which was
immensely enjoyable, and I hope
some of the experience I gained with
England and playing with the likes
of Keegan, Channon and Ball was
some use.

Rest assured that, if required, I will
continue to help the players and the
chairman in any way I can.

NEW YEAR PLANS

I hope all our Junior Royals had a
great Christmas and are all geared up
for the new year when we've got
some great activities planned and
will be aiming to get out and about
even more than in 1994.

We intend to stage a six-a-side
tournament some time in 1995 and
will be inviting all local youth teams

DAVID ARMSTRONG

to take part. So look out for details
in the programme or in our regular
Friday column in the Evening Post.

RABBIT RESCUE

The lads from Rabbit’s Vehicle Hire
really got us out of a hole over the
Christmas period when they hopped
to the rescue in typical fashion.

Of course they already supply me
with a sponsored car but, with so
much working and running about to
be done in the days leading up to the
holiday, one set of wheels just wasn’t
enough.

So like two Christmas fairies (are
you are sure about this? Ed.) they
loaned us another vehicle so that my
assistants Bob and Tony could rush
around town and keep up with their
heavy workload.

I’'m sure if Santa had lost his sleigh
Rabbit’s would have been able to
help him out as well. Any chance of
getting it permanently lads?

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS

Junior Royals celebrating their
birthdays around this time are Alex
Munro and James Hope, who were
both 16 on Christmas Eve. Andrew

Cox was 12 on Christmas Day and
Stephen Panting is 13 today.
Tomorrow: Jack Burton,12;
December 28: Matthew Smith,14;
December 29: Jamie Pettiford,six,
and Jonathan Summers,13.

NEW YEAR WISH

On behalf of myself, Bob and Terry,
[ hope you all had a great Christmas
and we wish the chairman and
board, players and staff and
especially all our supporters a happy
New Year. Of course we've still got
one home game to come in 1994,
against Grimsby on New Year's Eve,
and we hope to see you all again
then.

HOW TO REACH US

If you'd like information on any of
our schemes then write to us, stating
clearly your interest, name, address
and a daytime phone number at
Reading FC Community Scheme,
Elm Park, Norfolk Road, Reading
RG3 2EF.

You can also call either myself David
Armstrong, or my assistants Tony
Russell and Bob Hussain, on 0734-
560898 or 507878.

GOWRINGS ROYAL LINE 0891 12 1000

Calis cost 39p/minute cheap, 49p/minute other times (24 hours a day 7 Days a week)



Following the huge success of ‘Year of the Royals’, a
new
one hour video is now available

ROYALS’ SEASON’S GREETINGS

Meet the team and management in training and at Elm Park. Featuring highlights of
this season’s matches and unique player profiles.

The Perfect Christmas Present for every Royals fan!

Only £12.99 plus £1.50 p&p

BE ONE OF THE LUCKY THREE...

3 copies of the first 1,000 videos ordered will feature a special introduction from the
Club informing the viewer that they have won 2 prime seat tickets for a match of their
choice, a signed souvenir football and a chance to meet the players before the match.

Don’t miss your chance to celebrate with the team.

% _____________________________________________________________________________________

Video Order Form

Send this form and your cheque for £12.99 plus £1.50 p&p (total £14.49 payable to
‘Royals’ Season’s Greetings’)

to: Royals’ Season’s Greetings, Milestone Pictures Ltd
Ringway House, Kelvin Road, Newbury, Berkshire RG13 2DB.

ADDRESS ........... RS SRR

e Y

BRI IDIE .. cocosccicsonsavsssnsosasanss TELEPHONE ..coussisssses

N.B. ‘Year Of The Royals’ is still available. To order, please send a cheque made payable to:
Reading FC Video for £14.49 to the above address.

If you'd prefer not to cut up your programme, please order on a separate sheet of paper.
i P J 7L
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MAURIGE O'BRIEN LOOKS AT LIFE IN THE REST OF DIVISION ONE

BSENT from the multi-million Wolves lineup on show at
Im Park two Sundays ago was winger Tony Daley, whose
summer move from Aston Villa looks like turning out to be the
season’s most expensive signing.
Apatt from a couple of pre-season friendlies, Daley has played just
14 minutes for Wolves and a knee injury has ruled him our until
next summer. He cost £1.4 million and, not counting his salary, it
doesn’t take a genius to work out that he's so far cost them
£100,000 per minute!

EFORE thar trip to Elm Park, Wolves keeper Mike Stowell

'was adamant thac his side wasn’t suffering a TV jinx - despite
the fact that they'd wken just a solitary point in four appearances
on the box.
He said: “We haven't gor a complex about ‘live’ TV, we've just
played badly. We've got lots more TV games coming up, so we've
plenty of time to kill off this speculation about a TV hoodoo.”
Maybe next time Mike!

RISTOL City boss Joe Jordan is in hot water with the FA

only weeks after returning from his travels to Hearts and
Stoke City for a second spell in charge ar Ashron Gate.
Heaven knows what he said to Swindon referee Keith Cooper
during City’s home defeat by Grimsby Town on December 3, but
the furious official raced G0 yards across the pitch to tick him off.
And the upshot is that Jordan faces a trip to Lancaster Gate to
answer a charge of bringing the game into disrepute.

EANWHILE Stoke City have been on a raid north of the
border to sign up Partick Thistle’s splendidly named general
manager Jez Moxey as their new chief executive,

ORTSMOUTH'S troubles are mounting following the

decision by the Department of the Environment to refuse
them planning permission to build a new stadium at Farlington on
the outskirts of the city.
And with the Government having cut off their escape route the
local council has now warned that, under the safcry rcgulatiuns,
the capacity at Fratton Park could well be cur to around 6,000
next season.

O such problems from First Division leaders Middlesbrough
with boss Bryan Robson leading the local glitterati at the
turf-cutting ceremony to officially launch work on their new super
stadium.
Robbo was joined by local legends Wilf Mannion, George
Hardwick and Harold Shepherdson on the site alongside
Middlesbrough docks and the River Tees where the 30,000 all-
seater ground should be ready for occupation in time for next
season.
Apparently the Boro boss can already see the pitch and other
foundations taking shape when he arrives for work by helicoprer
from his Cheshire home - something which has undoubredly
cemented his relationship with chairman Steve Gibson.
Mr Gibson says: “The biggest selling point to Bryan when we
asked him to stare his managerial career at Middlesbrough was a
madel and artist’s impression of our new stadium. I told him, ‘If
you join us [ will deliver that to you.” Don’t tell poor old Pompey.

ORO seem intent on breaking a few records this season and

another one tumbled eight days ago when John Hendrie's
hatrick set up their first ever win at Burnley - on their seventh visit
since 1952.
But some old traditions keep rolling along. The same weekend saw
Oldham Athletic fail to win at Charlton Achletic ar the 18th
attempt, Swindon Town maintaining their record of just one
victory in 19 visits to Port Vale, and a goalless draw at Vicarage
Road meant that Watford have still never beaten Sheffield United.

URNLEY central defender Steve Davis has dropped the ‘¢
from his first name to become ‘Seve’ to his team mates after
proving the star turn during a three-day club break ar midlands
golf mecca The Belfry - venue for the next Ryder Cup.
The tenth hole is a notoriously nasty par four, needing a massive
drive to get within sniffing distance, but Davis stepped up and
coolly tamed it by claiming a birdie!

GOWRINGS ROYAL LINE 0891 12 1000

Calls cost 39p/minute cheap, 49p/minute other times (24 hours a day 7 Days a week)
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ROGER TITFORD explains the first step to football addiction

RE you watching your first
ever ‘live’ football match
today? Is this first visit to Elm

Park a Christmas present? Lucky you
(I hope you are anyway) and lucky
Reading Football Club roo.

Okay Mr First Timer, or it might
well be Miss, let me tell you a lirtle
about yourself. You're very likely to
be berween the ages of six and ten and
you're here today with your dad,
grandad or uncle. In 50 years’ rime
you'll still remember this occasion,
Reading versus Luton, as your first
game (you never forget the first
game).

And the best Christmas present of all?
Well, certainly as far as the club is
concerned, you have a better than
evens chance of becoming a Reading
FC supporter for the rest of your life!
Over 50 per cent of football fans
support the first team they ever saw
play - especially if they were taken to
the martch by a male relative. It's a
curious form of bonding, or
imprinting. Just as new-born
ducklings think the first thing they
ever see is their mother (whether it's a
watering can, canoe or another duck)
so the new-born football fan falls for
the first team he, or she, sees.
Generally. Think back to your own
first match - does it fit the theory?
Sam, aged 10, from up towards
Oxford somewhere came with his
step-brothers (Reading fans) to the
Wolves game, stood on his beer crate
for 90 minutes and went home
absolutely thrilled. 1 reckon he'll turn
out to be one of us, something wrong
if he doesn’t after a game like that.

Burt if some dodgy character had
taken him up to the Manor Ground
first he could have been ‘lost forever!
If you've got children or
grandchildren, nephews, nieces and
you want to turn them into Reading
fans - thus avoiding unnecessary and
time-wasting family arguments for
the next 40 years - make sure you get
them into Elm Park before some
Swindon-loving teacher rakes them
on a ‘school trip’.

It doesn’t always work out as planned.
Notoriously fanatical Burnley fan
Dave, 1 think he’s actually changed
his surname to Burnley, was originally
from Stoke and his first match
pitched his home side against the
Clarets. He liked Burnley’s colours
better and fell for them instead, thus
incurring a lifetime’s crippling travel
costs. So don’t take a chance, get
them used to the hooped kit
beforehand!

Unless or until Reading get into the
Premiership, young fans are very
likely to have a favourite Premiership
team too. Don’t worry too much
abour this. It's like acne, a phase
they’ll probably grow out of.

At 10 or 12 it’s important to have
childish arguments in high-pitched
voices about whether Cantona is
better than Rush. (He is, as a martter
of fact, but let that pass). If most kids
around actually watch Reading there
isn't too much to argue about. Isn’t
Shaka great? Yes, very. End of
argument. Straight back to Cantona v
Rush.

My belief is that if Reading were to
beat Liverpool in the FA Cup these
10 and 12 year olds who support both

\V-A

teams would acrually be ucterly
delighted - even though they would
take some stick at school. Home is
where the heart is, after all.

By the age of 18 to 20 most fans have
made up their minds where their first
loyalty lies and that loyalty will be
hard to change - unless they cease to
be interested in football.

My first game was a 1-1 draw with
Bristol City which did not do o
much to raise expectations, although
the next match I saw ended in a 6-1
victory. Bur if, like Sam, you began
your football life watching Wolves
you started with a game straight out
of the rop drawer.

It was fabulous to see the team and
the fans pull together to inspire each
other in a time of need and in a really
important match. Often the South
Bank seems to have emptied before
the team are off the pitch, but this
time it looked as if everyone stayed to
applaud the lads. People were even
singing ‘C’'mon you Royals’ in C
stand!

It felt like the most positive and
commirtted atmosphere inside the
ground for several years, since perhaps
the Simod Cup semi-final or some of
those great games in the 1985-86
championship season - Wolves
(again), the Plymouth comeback and
the Derby decider. _

As a football match it will rank with
the best in terms of excitement. And
it was our second consecutive win in
front of live, terrestrial TV cameras -
the first being our 1954 triumph over
Racing Club de Paris. Hopefully it
won't take ITV 40 years to come back
again!
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ROB SCHLACHTER
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AMY SCHLACHTER =5,6& 7

SPONSOR YOUR FAVOURITE ROYAL

If you would like to sponsor the kit of your favourite Royal then phone

Reading 507878 for more details.
1 = SHIRT (£50) — 2 = SOCKS/SHORTS (£25)
3 = BOOTS (£75) — 4 = TRAINING KIT (£30)

5,6 & 7 = TIE UPS/LACES/SHINGUARDS
(£4.50 — FOR CHILDREN ONLY)
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FOR ALL YOUR
SELF-DRIVE NEEDS

RIAIBIBINTLS,

Vehicle Hire Ltd.

TELEPHONE:

Reading (0734) 461661
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The local store...

with a whole lot more!

OPEN 7 DAYS
FROM EARLY UNTIL LATE

*WOODLEY*TILEHURST*
MAIDEN ERLEIGH*
NORTHUMBERLAND AVE*

M CARAGE

For Peugeot

* SPECIAL OFFERS AVAILABLE TO ANY ROYALS
SUPPORTER ON PRODUCTION OF THIS PROGRAMME *

NEW & USED CARS -
» PARTS ¢ SERVICE = MOT’s =
* CAR & BOXER VAN RENTAL -
¢ 24 HOUR RECOVERY -

* ACCIDENT REPAIRS -«
OXFORD ROAD * TILEHURST ¢ READING
TEL: (01734) 418181
PEUGEQT - THE LION GOES FROM STRENGTH

TO STRENGTH
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Why do you drink at all when you’re driving?
You know ‘just the one’ sometimes leads to more. When your friend gives you
another, you're so weak-willed you take it. And then he offers you another and tells you
you'll be OK. You take it because you haven't got a mind of your own. You'd rather risk
being done for drink driving than look a lightweight in front of your friends. But they’re
not going to get banned for up to one year or have to pay a fine of up to five grand.
You are. And you're gutted because you only meant to have one drink. Shame. If you're
driving don’t even have one, or you may live to regret it. Issued by The Portman Group.

So you think you can drive perfectly well
after a few drinks? vyoure feeling good. You think you're driving
fine. Then some bloke who'’s also had a few steps out into the road and you knock
him over. The police turn up. They're not going to breathalyse him, are they? You're
over the limit and looking at a one year ban and a five grand fine. And that’s just for
starters. And you don't even think it was your fault. You reckon you could’ve been stone
cold sober and you still would’ve knocked him over. You may be right. Tough. You can't
drive after a drink, so don’t, or you may live to regret it. Issued by The Portman Group.

Do you ever drive knowing full well you’re over
the |Imlt? Well, you know what’s going to happen. One night you'll see a flashing blue
light in your rear view mirror and you know you’re going to get pulled. You blow into
the breathalyser, then they read you your rights. You sit cuffed (yes, cuffed) in the back of
the police car while they park yours. You wonder what the hell’s going to happen to you.
You're facing a five grand fine, ridiculous insurance premiums and one year of begging for lifts off
friends. The old cliché goes through your head, ‘I can't believe this is happening to me’. You're a

fool. Do-not-drink-and-drive-or-you-may-live-to-regret-it. Issued by The Portman Group.




Sponsored by the
Reading Chronicle

IS YOURS THE FACE IN THE CROWD RINGED?
THEN THERE'S A CRISP TENNER AWAITING YOU.
Simply visit the main office of the Reading Football Club in
Norfolk Road, Reading before 5.30 pm next Wednesday raking
the programme conraining this photograph along with you.
Then, provided the officials are satisfied you are indeed the
person circled, you will be handed a £10 note.

If you're not the winner this time watch this space — and warch
the pages of the Reading Chronicle.

After each Sarurday home match a crowd photo will be published
in the next edition of the Reading Chronicle.

Look out for it. If you are in the frame then make sure you buy
the programme at the next home game to see if you are the lucky
winner of a tenner.

Members of the staff of the Reading Football Club and the
Chronicle are ineligible.

The decision of the Elm Park personnel will be final and no
correspondence can be entertained by either the club or the
newspaper.

Audi

Qoo

ATTENTION ROYAL SUPPORTERS
Special offers available from Royal Berks Motor
Company on production of this programme

* Sales * Service
* Parts » Car Hire

* MoT Testing
Call us to find out more!

Royal Berks Audi

ROSE KILN LANE, READING, RG2 0JJ

(01734) 759191

eSales * Service

e Parts * Car Hire
e Accident Repairs

* MoT Testing
CALL US TO FIND OUT MORE!

The Royal Berks Motor Co.

ROSE KILN LANE, READING, RG2 0JJ

(01734) 759191

GOWRINGS ROYAL LINE 0891 12 1000

Calls cost 39p/minute cheap, 49p/minute other times (24 hours a day 7 Days a week)

THANKFUL CHANT

Promotions Manager Phil Chant writes: “I would like to take this
opportunity to thank all those people who have supported the
Promotions Department over the past 12 months and helped to
raise funds for the Royals.

“To the hard-working agents who sell door-to-door, the
shopkeepers, the members of all our schemes and the folk taking
part in them, and the companies involved in the Local Business
Lottery - a big thankyou to you all.

“It’s very important that the Promotions Department continues to
raise this much-needed cash to maintain the high standards
already set here at Elm Park and I call upon you all to keep up
your support aver the next 12 months.

“A very happy Christmas and prosperous New Year from myself
and all the staff in the Promotions Department.”

BUBBLING ANNE MARIE

The execurive boxholders voted Keith McPherson their star man
in the brilliant display against Wolves and Reading Sporting Club
manager Anne Marie Marshall handed over his bottle of bubbly.

BUILDING BALL

* Wargrave builders S.]. Callender & Sons provided the right

foundations by sponsoring the match ball against Wolves and
acting boss Jimmy Quinn presented Stan Callender with an
autographed souvenir afterwards.

SELLING NEW DRAW

We still need more sellers for our super new Halftime Draw
which will be launched at the FA Cup tie against Oldham Arhletic
on January 7.

Draw tickets at £1 each will be on sale before the game and if it
proves the big hit we think it's going to be then some lucky
person could walk away with up to £1,000 in prize money after
the final whistle.

Sellers will need to be on duty from 1 p.m. until kickoff time and
there’s good commission on offer. Interested in helping? Then call
Phil Chant soonest on 0734-464008.

TOP FORM TIPSTERS

The super win over Wolves foxed most of our ripsters in the
Royals Skill Competition but the Royals couldn’t fool contestant
J. Wanklyn who got the 4-2 scoreline exactly right.

Leading tipsters: G. Dearlove 73; D. Woodyer 70; G. Pearce 66;
A.R. Tillen 64; G.S. Downing, P. Rouse 63; I. Watson 60; W.E.
Swann 59; P. Downing, G.F. Foley 58; I. Scuffle 57; R. Newton,
R. Ouseley 56; T. Buckingham, K. Goodchild, K. Norris, ].
Wanklyn 55.

JUNIOR WANTED

Want to work for the Royals? We are looking for a willing office
junior to help our hard-pressed staff with reception and
telephonist duties and become a valuable member of the Elm Park
team.

Please apply in writing to Adrian Porter, General Manager,
Reading Football Club, Elm Park, Norfolk Road, Reading RG3
2EE.

Restaurants kindly
, supply all our match
sponsors’ wine and the
Man-of-the Match
champagne.

m,s One, Market Place, Reading 0734-588966

NIRO’S Two, Church Street, Caversham, 0734-472097

9
Nlm s Quattro, Prospect Street, Caversham, 0734-483070
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| | ate Opponents Res | Pos | Ant
| | | uG 13 “?fu&vulhamp(_c‘m Whdss. 0-1 - 27‘._011 H!—""’l—" fiernal Kerr Wdowczyk Williams Parkinson Taylor Gooding Quinn Lavell Qsborn Gilkes(7) Hopkins(4)
16 Gillingham (CCC 1-1) 140 - | 25% Hislop Bernal Kerr HOPKINS Williams Parkinsan Taylor Gooding Quinn Lovell Osbarn Hartenberges Halsgrove (6)
20 PORTSMOUTH 00 9,106 Hislop *‘cm: Kerr Wdoweayk Williams Parkinsan Taglor Goading  Quina Lovell Osborn Hopkins Gilkes(7)
| | 23 GILLINGHAM (CCC 1.2) 30 343 Hislop Hopkins Kerr Weowezyk Williams Parkinson Gilkes Gooding ~ QUINN? LOVELL  Osborn Tayloe Halsgrove (6)
27 Bamsley 20 12 ﬁ‘ 1 Hislop Hopkins Kerr Wdowezyk Williams Parkinson Gilkes Gooding Quinn Lovell OSBORN  TAYLOR(2) Holsgrove
30 STOKE CITY 0 50| 7.0 Hislop Hopkins KERR Wdoweryk Williams Parkinson GILKES Gooding ~ Quinn LOVELL  Osborn TAYLOR(2) Holsgrove(11)
1 EPT 3 MILLWALL 0-0 6 | 875 Hislop H“P:{m Kerr Wdowczyk Holsgrove Farkinson Gilkes Gooding  Quinn Lovell Osborn Taylor (8)  Sheppard Jones (6)
I | | | 10 Oldham bl 3| 2 | an Hislop Hopkins Kert Wdoweeyk Williams Hobgrove  Gilles Goaling  Quinn LOVELL:  OSBORN  Taylor Sheppard Bernal
| 14 Swindon Town 01 4 | st Hislop Bmld Kerr Wdowezyk Williams Holsgrove Gilkes Gooding ~ Quinn Lovell Osborn Taylor(9)  Sheppard Parkinson
17 SHEFFIELD UNITED 10 3] o6 Hislop Beiry Kerr Weowcayk Williams Holsgrove Gilles Gooding  QUINN Lovell Osborn Taplor (6)  Sheppard Tarkinson (2)
20 DERBY COUNTY (CCC21) 31 - | o056 Hislop Bernal Kerr Wdowezyk Williams HOLSGROVE ~ Gilkes Gooding  QUINN® Lovell Osborn Taylor (10)  Sheppard Hopkdns (2)
. 0 . 5 ean 24 Watford o 22 50| s Hislop Hopkins Parkinson Wdowezyk Williams Holsgrove Gilkes Gooding ~ Quinn Taylor OSBORN ~ Kerr (3) Sheppard LOVELL (10)
28 Derby Counry (CCC2-2) 0-2 - | o Hislap Bernal Kert Hopkins Williams Holsgrove Pakinson  Gooding  Quinn Lovell Osborn Talor () Sheppard McPhersan (2)
o & 0 = o 1 NOTTS COUNTY 24 3 7,465 Hislop Hapkins Kerr Wdowcayk Williams Holsgrove Gilkes Parkinson ~ Quinn LOVELL Osborn Taylor (8) Sheppard  HARTENBERGER (9)
8 Charlton Adhletic 2.1 3| 10544 Hislop Bemal Kerr Weowezyk Williams Holsgrove GILKES Gooding  Quinn Harietbergee  OSBORN  Taylor (10)  Sheppard Parkinson
15 BRISTOL CITY 10 2| 9389 Hislop Bemal Kerr Wdoweryk Williams Holsgrove GILKES Gooding  Quinn Hartenberger  Osborn Parkinson (6)  Sheppard Murphy (10)
2 i}unnﬁsm?“h_ 2’ ‘ :gm :I[!.s:np E;m;uim Kert demvt Williams Parkinson Gilkes Gooding  Quinn Taylor Qsborn Lambere (10)  Sheppard McPherson (6)
2 ‘est Bramwich Albion -2 1313 1siop op K W Willi Parki Gilkes Goodi Hi Qsbar cPhersar
HALF TIME POSERS OV 2 Derby County ' 21 4 | 10585 Hidop Bernal }\:_: wm H;pm p?h;'n’iﬁ c.'u.m Gmdj:E T;%b;w {::: mm: T:ﬁ&i'” mﬂ MMcthiim
1. Who is Luton Town’s most capped 5 BURNLEY 0-0 4 | 8150 Hislop fernal Kerr Wdowcryk Hopkins Parkinson Gilkes Gooding  Taylor Jones Osborn McPherson (4)  Sheppard Carey
e 19 Southend United 14 5| s ﬂi—‘;ol‘ ;hwk;m Kerr Weowezyk MePherson Jones Taglor Gooding QUINN Banard Oshorn Carey (10)  Sheppard Lambert
player? 26 TRANMERE ROVERS 13 § | 7887 islop rns Kerr Wdowey Hopkins ONES Taglor Goodi i Barnard Osbor McPherson (5)  Sheppard Lambert (2
2. Where was Kerry Dixon horn? EC 3 Sunderhnd 1.0 5| 14021 I}*{Es}ny g::nu: Kerr wdnmyr: M:;hmun }unn B:ryn:d (‘.md':g 83:: m:aT omﬁ T:n.t(r):'::ffj) smm Lambert ((1{31
i = 5 6 MIDDLESBROUGH 1 5 ] 1030 islop thd Kerr Wdowezyk MePherson Jones Gilkes Gooding Quinn Lovell Osborn TAYLOR (6)  Sheppard Parkinson
3. From which club did Andy Bernal join W, Porsigh | os | ass Hislop Bernal Keir ookt MiPhesas  Pulinn Gl Gooding  QUINNG)  Lowel Oty i Sheppand Bamard (4)
the Royals? 18 WOLVERHAMPTON W. 4-2 5] 1036 Hislop Bernal Kerr Taylor McPherson Parkinson GILKES *  CGooding QUINN Lovell OSBORN ~ Jones Sheppard Hartenberger (10)
- 2% LUTON TOWN
4. Who plays at Boothferry Park? - :
* 27 Port Vale
5. Which Scottish club is nicknamed The 31 GRIMSBY TOWN
T 2 Bolwn Wanderers
Bairns? 7 (FACup3)
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HAT a great way to show the millions of
people watching on TV how we play
football at Elm Park!

Nobody could have failed to be hugely impressed by
the way we took hold of the game against Wolves. 1
know I was...and I'd been watching the lads train all
week.
It was a great boost for everyone at the club to hear
England manager Terry Venables being so
complimentary, particularly as some people seem to
think the only place you'll find good football being
played these days is in the Premiership
With everything that has gone on in the past couple
of weeks I think the lads should give themselves a pat
on the back because they didn’t let it affect them
and, in fact, were even more motivated than they
would have been in normal circumstances.
We fell behind to an early goal from Bully and it
would have been so easy for the boys to let their
heads go down. But to their credit they battled back
and we deservedly took the three points.

brilliant job
The crowd were absolutely fantastic and even though
Wolves are used to 27,000 of their own fans cheering
them on, the support our lads got throughout must
have surprised them a bit and was certainly a major
factor in the victory.
I've found it pretty difficult watching the team play
while I've been injured and it was even more tense
sitting in the dugout, but at least it allowed me to be
a bit more involved than I have been in recent weeks.
Quinny and Geordie have done a brilliant job since
taking over and Jeff Hopkins and 1 have done our
bit, but as I say the lads needed very little motivating

Captain ADRIAN WILLIAMS
writes for The Royal.

and it was just a question of remembering to do
everything that has been drummed into us over the
past couple of years.
And, as the chairman said after the Wolves game, the
conductor might have gone but the orchestra’s still
here and very much in tune.
[t’s been interesting to look at things from a different
angle, getting involved with the youth team and so
on, and the young lads were unlucky not to beat
Bournemouth the morning before the Wolve
game.

terrific spirit
They battled away and worked very hard, typifying
the terrific spirit which has run right through the
club over the past fortnight.
Of course the most frustrating thing is that I can still
only give advice from the sidelines, particularly as I
reckon I'll go crazy the next time anyone asks me if
I'm finding my injury a pain in the neck!!!
I'd have loved to be playing today so that I could
face Kerry Dixon who, of course, was a big hero at
Elm Park before moving on to Chelsea and
becoming an England international.
Kerry’s been knocking in some useful goals this
season and Luton have been getting some great
results away from home, so the lads will need to
show just as much determination as they did in the
Wolves game.
It goes without saying that, on behalf of the players, I
hope you all had a great Christmas and can look
forward to an even better 1995. We'll probably have
a new manager by then but I'm sure our style of play
won’t change and we’'ll be looking to build on what's
already been achieved.

GOWRINGS ROYAL LINE 0891 12 1000

Calls cost 39p/minute cheap, 49p/minute other times (24 hours a day 7 Days a week)

Silence! Men at work!

The bench prepares to give

Y its verdict.

Picture: John Hawken



A LOT OF PEOPLE KNOW THAT..

ALAN SEDUNARY looks at the festive season and pulls no punches

HE season of goodwill doesn’t always extend
I to the football pitch and Boxing Day

frequently manages to live up to its name as
players take out their frustrations just because they got
another pair of socks from Aunty Maud or Santa
forgot to bring them the latest Royals video.
And somebody must really hve ruffled the feathers of
our centre forward Tommy Tait before the game with
Millwall here at Elm Park 60 years ago today.
He had two goals disallowed and, adding injury to
insult, was then given a rough time by visiting centre
half Turnbull. When Turnbull fouled him once too
often Tair retaliated and the referee, who needed a
police escort at the end, made him the first Reading
player to be sent off in a League martch.
One of the reasons for violence on the pitch on
December 26 used to be because clubs always played
each other on Christmas Day, with the return coming
24 hours later. As a result the second match would see
some players looking for ‘a bit of afters’, and I don’t
mean cold turkey!
Qur visit to Swansea on Boxing Day 1948 was just
such a game. The meeting at Elm Park had been
tough, but the return got torally ourt of control and at
one stage 21 players were brawling in the Reading area
after our keeper George Marks had saved a penalry.
Consequently both sides finished with nine men -
Reading’s Ron Moyse was carried off injured while two
Swansea players were sent off along with our skipper
Tony MacPhee.
Three red cards would hardly be news these days, but
in 1948 it hit the headlines. So I wonder how the press
would have reacted to events at Elm Park in May 1921
when a referee sent both TEAMS off!
We were playing Southampron in a so-called “friendly’
for the Royal Berkshire Hospital Charity Cup and
things began to boil over when Harry Weston was
carried off after a bad foul by a Southampton defender.
The play got so rough that the referee was forced to
send both teams to the dressing rooms to cool down
and play evenrually resumed with 10 men on each side.
Weston was unable to continue and the Saints’ sinner
decided he’d be safer sitting things out!
Luton seem to have had quite an influence on our
disciplinary problems in earlier times (Tommy Tait
had previously played for them), because they were
also involved with the first ever Reading sending-off.
Back in the 1890s, when we were still playing at
Caversham Cricket Club, Reading’s “Tug’ Wilson was
sent off for fighting with Luton’s aptly name full back

‘Punch’ McEwan. Apparently the punchup continued
long after they left the pitch, but the referee ‘forgot’ to
report the incident so they both escaped suspension.
Nort so lucky was Selwyne Baptiste who was handed a
two year ban by the Trinidad F.A. back in 1956.
Unimpressed by the penalty, Selwyne promptly played
again the very next day and this time the F.A. got
really serious - by banning him for a THOUSAND
years! Let's hope Shaka toes the line the next time he
goes home.

I assume thar punishment must be some kind of a
record, but Reading’s Lawrie Sanchez also created a bit
of unwanted history when he took an early bath at Elm
Park in August 1982.

Playing against Oxford United in the Group Trophy,
Sanch handled deliberately to break up an atrack and
promptly became the first player in the country to be
sent off for committing a professional foul.

The so-called professional foul has led to some strange
sendings off, but none as silly as our own John
Chapman’s in 1968. Nicknamed ‘Chopper’, you'd
have expected him to be sent off for some
bloodcurdling tackle, but nothing could be further
from the truch.

Play had stopped during our League Cup tie at
Colchester, while an injured player received treatment,
when manager Roy Bentley ordered Chapman to the
touchline to receive some tactical instructions. The
referee immediately called him back onto the field -
and sent him off for leaving the pitch without
permission!

Confused? So were the F.A. because they let Chapman
off without any further punishment.

A sending off usually ruins a player's day, but maybe
not in John Murray’s case. Before joining us Minty
played for Bury and he achieved a pretty rare double in
a game against Doncaster Rovers in 1973 - a hatrick
and a dismissal in the same game!

But what about the sending off that never was? It came
at Bury (there must be something in the water) when
Reading were there in December 1930.

After an apparently innocuous tackle the referee
decided to send off Reading defender Len Featherby.
But, as he made the long walk to the dressing room,
the Bury skipper sportingly interceded on Featherby’s
behalf and amazingly persuaded the referee to change
his mind and call him back to complete the game.
However the F.A. weren't as delighted as Reading were
with the official’s decision. Somebody had to be
suspended....so they banned the soft-hearted referee!
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Match Oficials

Referee: Gurnam Singh ' A T T
(Wolverhampton) . > M ™
Linesmen: : ! 9 Jimmy Quinn

M. D. Dearing (yellow) {
D. R. Spicer (red & yellow) l 10 Stuart Lovell

1 1 Simon Osborn
= & b EETER
12

Reserve Official:

A. Doran
= ETICES  SEd
5 S T . o 1
— b | SUB GK: Simon zhappam

Next Home Game

Endsleigh League Division One
Saturday, December 31st, 1994
GRIMSBY TOWN {
Kick Off 3.00 pm

| Mitre Matchial
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2 Julian James
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- 3 = Marvin Johnson

SUB GK: Fred Barber
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