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BARBOUR

20, IRONMARKET, NEWCASTLE, STAFFS. Tel: (0782) 617150)

BLUES BEER, WINE

& COFFEE BAR
No.1 IN NEWCASTLE

Opening times:
9.am - Breakfast
Noon Lunch.

7 - 11p.m. Evenings

Tel. 0782 661896 EVERY NIGHT

No. 5&7 Brockley Square, Hanley,
Stoke-onrTrent, Staffordshire ST1 5LY

HICK STREET
NEWCASTLE
STAFFS.

Telephone: 0782 213455

FrRom THE BENCH

“We were the better side at
Filbert Street and should
have won the game.”

he records show that in
Tseventeen league visits
to Leicester City in over
twenty years, Stoke City
have failed to gain a single
vistory. Last Saturday we
went for a victory at Filbert
Street to keep our
mathematical chances of
making the promotion play-
offs. Our ten goal attempts,
to the home sides four
backs this up, and | was
bitterly disappointed that
we only came away with
one point.
After we had taken the lead, | could not
see Leicester getting back into the
game, and it was all the more
disappointing that we gave away a soft

goal to allow them back into the match.

On reflection it is these sort of results
when we have dominated the game,
but only come away with a point,
which have cost us the chance of the
play-offs. The two points we dropped

at home to Notts County cost us dear.
Today is still a big game for us we have
as duty to go for a victory which would
leave us in a commendable league
position, after promotion last term.

Our visitors today Luton had a
magnificant F.A. Cup run, they were in
a precarious position in the league
table, but the 3-2 victory over West
Brom at Kenilworth Road on Tuesday
has staved off the threat of relegation.
They finish with a visit to Bolton
Wanderers on Thursday evening,
hefore arriving at the Victoria Ground
today. Manager David Pleat's blend of
youth and experiuence has seen Luton
play a very exciting brand of football,
and we should see a good game of
football today. Almost 2,500 of our
suporters travelled to Filbert Street,
they gave the team a magnificant non
stop vocal backing and deserved
better result. Throughout the season
you have given the team so much and
it was a pleasure to bring the players
over and acknowledge that fact at
Leicester last Saturday rest assured
that throughout the summer we will be
working hard to make sure that we are
ready for another promotion

next season.

-

l11Il ATTENTION ALL BUSINESS !

If Slowpayers Are Affecting Your

Cashflow

Call Staffordshire Debt Recovery Now!
Tel. 0782 317370 Fax. 0782 333110




The statement below was issued after
a meeting of The Football League &
Footbll Conference: “At a meeting of the
Football League/Football Conference
Liaison Committee, the existing
membership criteria were re-affirmed. It
was accepted that at the end of the
current season a club will be promoted
from the Conference to the Football
League only if it has met the mem-
bership criteria presently in force.The
Conference has indicated to the League
that it would hope that in the light of
changing circumstances consideration
can be given for future years to effecting
some modification to existing
procedures, particularly in respect of
timescales for completion of major
ground improvements.”

MATCH FACTS versus
NOTTS CO. - 23.4.94

The visitor's following was 1,199 made
up of 927 standing and 272 seated

The Boothen End support for this fixture
was 7,331 out of a total attendance of
16,470.

DON’T FORGET

..... the Stoke City Encyclopaedia which
is scheduled for publication in late
October/early November of this year.
The book will cost £17.95 and orders
are now being taken by Tony Tams in
the Stoke City Promotions Department.

e CiTy NEWSsS ROUND

The Bay Hotel
Whitburn Sunderland
Tyne & Wear SR6 8AE
Dear Sirs, *
On Saturday (16.4.94) we were

privileged to be visited by a number of
your supporters prior to the game al
Sunderland. Being a football fan
myself, it was a pleasure to mix with
these supparters and enjoy the good
humour and camaraderie that should
exist between so called rivals. A lot of
bad press is written about the bad
things in football but there are signs
that the good is starting to ouishine
what has been said in the past.
May | wish you all the success in the
current campaign and wish those
supporters who visited us best wishes
also, they were a credit to your club.
_ Yours sincerely
N. Pulling(Manager)

STOKE CITY FANATIC!
Leigh Miller from Peel Street in Dresden, who
is aged 4 years five months, and pictured here
with Nigel Gleghorn, has attended everyone of
Stoke City's League and Cup games at home
and away this season except for the two

in ltaly.

His first away match was at Villa Park - for the
Gordon Cowans Testimonial - and he has now
visited 29 League grounds. He remembers his
away fravels well, especially the soaking he
got at Middlesbrough!

Also travelling down to Bristol City in a mini-
bus when, without warning, the back wheel
sheered off. Luckily everyone escaped

unharmed and made it to the ground where
again he got drenched, along with a few other
Stokies! He knows who all the players are and
which numbers they wear. His favourite player
is goalkeeper Mark Prudhoe: ‘He's my hero'
says Leigh.

Leigh is a Stoke City fanatic....he must take
after his big brother, Craig, who is 13, and has
been to 76 League grounds so far, having
missed only three Stoke matches in the last
eight seasons.

Newcastle Adult Training Centre'...free meal at
‘Pizza Hut' (part of the Community
Programme Sponsorship)...and Stoke City
star Nigel Gleghorn is serving the pizza.

® SToKE City CREDITS

STOKE CITY
FOOTBALL CLUB

Founded 1863
Victoria Ground.
Stoke on Trent ST4 4EG.
Telephone:

(0782) 413511 (3 lines)
(0782) 413961 (Box Office)
(0782) 45840 (Promotions)
(0782) 412855 Fax: (0782) 46422
HONOURS FOOTBALL LEAGUE:
Division 1. Best Season 4th
1935-36, 1946-47
Division 2. Champions
1932-33, 1962-63, 1992-93
Runners up1921-22
Promoted 1978-79 (Third)
Div 3 (N) Champions 1926-27
Div. 2 Champions 1992-93

F.A. CUP Semi-finalists 1899, 1971, 1972

FOOTBALL LEAGUE CUP:
Winners 1971-72
Runners up 1963-64
AUTOGLASS TROPHY
WINNERS : 1992

President :
Sir Stanley Matthews C.B.E.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
Chairman: Peter Coates
Keith Humphreys,

Paul Wright,

Robert David Kenyon

Secrelary
Mike Potts
Assislant Secrelary
Mrs. Diane Richardson
Manager: Joe Jordan
Assistant Manager
Asa Hartford

Reserve Team Coach Dennis Rofe
Youth Team Coach Brian Caswell
Youth Development Officer:

Tony Lacey
Physiotherapist :
Richard Gray M.C.S.P
Commercial Manager :
Mick Cullerton
Community Development Officer
Paul Johnson (0782) 744347

STOKE CITY PROGRAMME

Designed & Printed by

Windmill Print & Design

Telephone: (0384) 60171
Fax: (0384) 639158

PRESENTATIONS

T’..............

The latest Stoke City £1,000 Lottery winner was Mrs. C. Meadows from Brown Edge, Stoke-on-Trent, who is
pictured here with agent, Andrew Birks and Tony Tams, who presented the cheque.

Two under 15 players from the Manchester area, Andy Simpson and Dave Dicken, who were both spotted by Mike
Walker, are seen here receiving their Stoke City official sweatshirts from manager Joe Jordan.
The two young lads play for Thameside, who are in the E.S.F.A. Cup Final against Sheffield. Andy is a creative left-
footed midfielder while Dave is very quick and clever, and enjoys playing wide on the left-wing.
Both are rated as ‘excellent’ prospects who have become involved with our strong Under 15 squad.
Also in the picture are, extreme left, Mr. Simpson (Andy's father), Mike Walker (club scout) and
Joe Dicken, father of Dave.




e DrReEssiInGg Room Gossip

Player of the season awards 1993/94
There will be presentations made before
today’s game thy:-

Stoke City F.C. Supporters Club

The Junior Potters

The Stoke City Southern Supporters Club.

MIDLAND YOUTH CUP
FINAL

The second leg against Nottingham Forest will
take place at the Victoria Ground an
WEDNESDAY 11th May with a 7.00pm K.0.
Please come along and support Brian
Caswell's team, who have had a very
successful season.

WORK TO BE DONE ON
THE PLAYING -
SURFACE

The club are spending £6,000 to improve the
drainage and the ability of the grass to cope
with wear and tear.

Work will start later this month using the
latest ‘Gravel Banding' technology pioneered
by Leicester firm Hewitts.

KNYPERSLEY AND
BIDDULPH STOKE
CITY SUPPORTERS
cLuUB

Dear Sir,

The membership of Knypersley and Biddulph
Stoke Gity Supporters Club have recently
been balloted for the Club's Player of the
Year. Members were requested to vote for
their three top players with 5 points being
awarded for the first, 3 for the second and
one for the third. The result of the ballot was
announced at the Club’s end of season disco
held on Saturday 23rd April, which was
attended by Club President Dave Regis.

The Club's Player of the Year for 1993 is lan
Cranson with Lee Sandford in second place

and Toddy Orlygsson third. All together, nine
players recieved votes.

The Club, formed at the start of the season,
has now more than 200 members and travel
Is arranged to all away fixtures. A highly
successful ‘Meet the Players' evening has
been held, along with other social events.
During the season £150 has been donated to
local charities.

Anyone interested In foining the Club should
contact Membership Secretary Eric Cooper on
0782 512692

NEXT SEASON IN
DIVISION ONE

Only the champions will be automatically
promoted. The clubs finishing second down
to fifth spot will contest the play-offs, while
four teams will be relegated. This is due to the
Premiership being slimmed down to twenty
clubs (four relegated)

Call the Stoke City Club Call Line - 0891 121040
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MITRE SPORTS INTERNATIONAL LTD.
BIRKBY, HUDDERSFIELD, HD1 5AJ. TEL: 0484 537488. FAX: 0484 530042

A GENESCO Company
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PONTINS LEAGUE

Wed 20th April Stoke City 2
Preston North End 1

Scorers - Bannister (2) Lineup - Straney, Clarkson, Potter,
Ware, Davies, Brunton, King, Reid, Bannister, Leslie, Winstone
Subs - Green, Macari.

Thurs 28th April Stoke City 2
West Brom 0

Scorers - Reid, Brunton. Lineup - Straney, Clarkson, Potter,
Ware, Davies, Brunton, King, Shaw, P. Macari, Leslie, Winstone.
Subs - Reid, Pick. (Both used)

PURITY YOUTH LEAGUE sat
23rd April - Stoke City 4
Birmingham City 1

Scorers - Bailey (2) Miles(1) P. Macari (1)

Lineup - Steadman, Blair, Woods, Birch, Miles, Bailey, Leslie,
Holden, Callan, Talbot, P. Macari.

Subs - Allerton, Hawkes - (Not used)

Mon 25th April

Stoke City 3 West Brom 0

Scorers - Miles Leslie (2)

Lineup - Steadman, Blair, Woods, Birch, Miles, Bailey, Leslie,
Holden, Callan, Talbot, P. Macari. Subs =~ Allerton, Hawkes

Dennis Rofe .......

After two home wins against Preston and West Brom one victory from
our midweek games at Port Vale amd Middlesbrough at home would
ensure promotion. Four teams go up from the Pontins League
Division Two, and only Oldham and Rotherham who would both have
to win their last four games to have a chance of catching us.

Oue victory over a useful West Brom side was very pleasing. they
enjoyed the majority of possession but failed to dominate the game,
or create many chances.

We battled away and an early goal from Steve Davies, and a late one
from substitute Mark Reid gave us a well earned 2-0 win.

Brian Caswell .......

Four games in ten days, have seen us push for a top three laegue
placing and gain a vital win in the first leg of the Midlands “Youth
Cup”. A 4-1 home win over Birmingham City was followed by a 3-0
home win over West Brom. Our defeat was at Coventry on Friday 29th
April when we went down 2-1 (Scorer Blair) Last Monday we were at
the City Ground Nottingham for the first leg of the Midlands Youth

WitTH DENNIS
RoOoFE (LEFT)

BRIAN CASWELL

Cup. We came away with a 1-0 lead thanks to Aiden Callan. But we
know that we still face a very tough game at the Victoria Ground next
Wednesday Evening the youngsters have had a magnificent season,
and would appreciate your

vocal encouragement.

Tony Lacey .......

1993/94 seaon draws to an end and | take this opportunity of thanking
the coaches, scouts and physio's who have worked so diligently for
Stoke City F.C.. The coaching at our “School of Excellence” has been
first class, and the guality of the boys continues to remain at a very
high level in the Under 11's, Under12’s and Under 13's.

Our concentration over the next few weeks will reinforce the Under
14's squad in preparation for next season and our Under 15's are
developing into a fomidable group of players. Our Under 16's had a
fine season, and | am very pleased with the qulaity of our YTS for next
season, and | predict another successful season for our Youth Team.

| feel that the levels we have from Under 11's to under 16's and in the
present staff working at these age groups, we have a set-up better
than most Premier League Clubs. Next season sees the start of our U-
13's Conferance team, which is a major step in the right direction.
This means the Club have an U-16's / U-15's/ U-14'sand a U-13's
team competing on a Sunday mornings. Obviously, if club's wish to
reamin with the elite they must continue to make strides at grass-
level, which means financing facilities to play, transport, officials and
equipment. this, plus financing the Schools of Excellence, which again
involves facilities, equipment and staff etc, will test the resources of
the smaller club, who | feel may eventually lose touch. Unfortunately,
this will mean the big clubs will get bigger, and the smaller Clubs? It
is imperative that Stoke City Football Club match the top Clubs at this
level. | should like to congratulate the Youth Squad and Brian Caswell,
who has done a grand job this season. | feel the lads have emerged as
possibly the best in the Midlands, finishing in the top few of the
league, reaching the quarter-finals of the F.A. Youth Cup, and the final
of the Midland Youth Cup. They have proved to be a talented squad,
and | predict with the present set-up of coaches and scouting staff we
shall continue to be amongst the best at 18 years of age and below for
years to come. Dennis Rofe and the reserves also, have had a very
good season, and look almost certain to gain promotion. The pleasing
factor for me is to see a few of the younger pro's making their mark,
and of late, one or two of the talented YTS lads.

Lastly, | should like to congratulate Joe and Asa on guiding the First
Team to near play-off position and establishing Stoke City Football
Club as a good First Division Club in the first year. Obviously, the next
step is the biggest and the most difficult, and presents the club with
it's greatest challenge.

For me, on all fronts it has been a very good progressive season, and
hopefully the Club will continue to gain momentum from the base
provided.

 Call the Stoke City Club Call Line - 0891 121040 [



Dateline: Saturday, 23rd April, 1994

Scoreline: Stoke City 0 Notts County 0

Bottomline: Steve Cherry eamed a
point for County!

Despite having the lion’s
share of the play we
failed to get the vital

Notis County side.
qv . k] Our three pictures show :

(Below) Micky Adams I-
firing in a left-footer; :

(above) Wayne Biggins
hoping for a break with
Charlie Palmer close at

hand,

(left) ‘Man of the
¥ Match’ Steve
Cherry thwarting
Dave Regis

FOOTBALL'S
NO1 BEER
WISHES
STOKE CITY EF.C.
EVERY SUCCESS

FOR |
SEASON 93 - 94

Bass Bass




WELCOME TO
TODAY’S
SPONSORS

MATCHBALL SPONSOR
Stoke City
Supporters Club

PROGRAMME SPONSOR
We welcome the guests of

Brian and Kath
Wheelton

our local newsagents around the
corner on Lonsdale Street.

STOKE CITY INTRODUCE THEIR
NEW MATCH DAY DRAW FOR
THE 1994/95 SEASON

THE CASH COLLECTOR

IS COMING

HE EVENT
In June 1996 the European Championship Finals will be held in England for the very first time. With sixteen
nations competing for the trophy, dramatically won by Denmark in 1992, the tournament will not only be
the largest European Championship ever, but will also be the greatest sporting event held in England since
the 1966 World Cup. Hosting the tournament is a great honour for the English game after some

CAN YOU HELP!!

The community scheme here at Stoke
City is interested in anyone who has an
old Stoke City shirt, and who would

conside donating it to the Football Club:-

i.e.Crystal Tile (Hi-tec & Scoreline)

Ricoh (Umbro) Fradley Homes
(Matchwinner) Going back even further
all blue strip, all yellow strip or all white
strip. Anyone whom donates a shirt will

have their name put on a plaque

underneath the case in
Stoke City's History.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Happy 40th Birthday
Peter Sadula
from your family
and friends

Stoke City Football Club
CASH COLLECTOR
e = = ]

L)
%@"
O
oo(b 0

DRAWN AT HALF TIME WINNER PAID AT FULL TIME

50% of Gross
Takings in
prize money
Max £2,000

S.C.F.C.

STOKE CITY CASH COLLECTOR
COMING SOON
MATCH DAY SELLERS NEEDED
FOR NEXT SEASON
BE IN AT THE START
EARN EXTRA CASH
WATCH ALL CITY HOME GAMES
FREE!
CALL TONY TAMS ON

0782 45840

RICHARD GRAY

 STOKE CITY'S PHYSIOTHERAPIST
NOW PRACTICING AT

HHRPF'ELDS 1 tongfield Road
s fields

Harpfiel
:M &, Stoke-on-Trent ST4 6GN
\!! Tel: (O782) 713867

challenging times and is a great reward for all genuine football fans in this country.

TICKETS

Euro 96 will offer o feast of football
from many of the world’s best
players. The ticketing strategy for
Euro 96 breaks new ground in terms
of both availability and pricing and
provides a great opportunity for
foothall supporters throughout the
country. Unusually for o major
international football tournament,
it will be possible to buy o ticket
for an individval match. Previously
supporters have had to buy
packages of tickets for several
matches. However, tickets for the
knock-out stages of the tournament
(Quarters, Semis and Final) will be
nllocated on o ‘loyalty” basis. This
means that priority will be given
to fans who have supported Euro 96
in its early stages (by buying tickets
to ot least three group games). -

PRICES

A single match ticket to witness
the excitement of Euro 96 can cost
as little as £15. It is also possible

UEFA W

BUrn9s
Sagana

to see, for example, six matches
during Euro 96 (three group games,
o Quarter-Final, a Semi-Final ond
the Final) for just £160. This is
good value hy any standards and
exceptional when compared with a
similar package on offer at this
year's World Cup currently costing
more than £300.

A direct debit scheme specially
created for Euro 96 will also enable
foothall fans to spread the cost of
tickets over o period of six months.

‘FOOTBALL
FAMILY’

Euro 96 will capture the imagina-
tion of football fans everywhere.
To enable as many supporters
as possible to be part of the
experience, a ‘Foothall Family" has
been created. This Foothall Family
includes season ticket holders and
members at oll FA Premier Leagque
and Football League Clubs who
will beoffered priority to apply for
EURD 96 tickets before they go on
sale to the general public in the
summer of 1994,

3,
s

P

APPLICATION FORMS AND INFORMATION

Ticket application forms for Euro 96 are available now from all FA Premier League Club and Football League Club ticket
offices for season ticket holders and club members. For further information telephone Euro 96 on 078 274 1996.

EURO 96 is a department of The Football Association




DIMENSION

CHARLTON
REDUCE PRICES

First Division Charlton Athletic are
to reduce admission prices next
year in a major drive by the South
London club to fill the increased
capacity Valley. With the recent
opening of the new East Stand and
works planned for the summer,
Charlton's home will seat nearly
15,000 next season.

Prices in a number of areas in the
ground will be cut by £2, with
members able to watch games from
the popular North Stand for just £8.
Primary Junior Reds will once again
be able to obtain free season
tickets.

ALBION FACE
ROVERS IN
WEMBLEY

SHOWDOWN

West Bromwich Albion will play
Tranmere Rovers in the First
Division final of the Endsleigh
Insurance League Supporters’

Bristol City 45 10
Portsmouth 45 10
Grimsby T. 45 7
Southend 45 9

~Team P WDL F
C.Palace 45 16 2 39
Nottm For. 45 12 2 36
Millwall 45 14 1 36
Tranmere 45 15 4 47
Leicester C. 45 11 3 45
Derby Co. 45" 15 5 44
Notts Co 45 16 4 43
Wolves 45 10 3! 33
Stoke City 45 14 54 33
Charlton A. 45 14 5 37
Middlesboro 45 12 5 40
Sunderland 45 14 7 35

5
6
2
8
4

CUNNUBWROUVLO~NNO WWOWWOwnosD

Bolton W. 44 9 36
Barnsley 45 9 11 25
Luton T. 44 12 7 38
Watford 45 10 8 39
WestBrom 45 9 7 38
Birmingham 45 9 7 28
Oxford 45 9 82
Peterborough 45 6 8

Challenge at Wembley Staduim in
May. Albion and Rovers booked
their Wembley showdown after
winning their respective groups in
the last final qualifying stage of the
Endsleigh Supporters’ Challenge,
which was held recently at the
National Indoor Arena in
Birmingham.

The two sides now meet on the
hallowed turf at the ‘Venue of
Legends'immediately prior to the
First Division Play-Off final on May
30th. The other Supporters'
Challenge finals, which will be
played immediately prior to the
corresponding Play-0ff finals will
feature Burnley and Fulham in
Division Two (May 29th) and
Gillingham and Mansfield Town in
Division Three (May 28th)

SUNDAY 8TH
MAY 1994

Today's Endsleigh Insurance
League Division One fixtures:
Bolton Wanderers v Barnsley
Bristol City v Peterborough United
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35 4 4 14 25 45 51
38 5 14, 29 38 48
28 3 5 14 22 39 48
A 5 15 21 42 46
30 .2 4 16 16 42 37

Charlton Athletic v Middlesbrough
Crystal Palace v Watford

Grimsby Town v Millwall
Nottingham Forest v Sunderfand
Oxford United v Notts County
Portsmouth v West Brom
Southend United v Derby County
Tranmere Rovers v Birmingham
Wolverhampton Wanderers v
Leicester City

AVOIDING THE

FIRST

It's not only the club’s at the top
and bottom of the First Division
who will be keeping an eye on the
results in the last week of the
season. Because of the structure of
The Football League, a finish in the
top fourteen of the first Division
guarantees that a club does not
have to play in the First Round of
next season’'s Coca-Cola Cup.

And of the three clubs promoted
this year into the First, only the
Second Division Champions will be
exempt until the Third round stage
of next season’s F. A. Cup.

SUNDERLAND’S
MILLION POUND

SIGNING

Vaux Breweries and Sunderland
Football Club have announced a
new four year sponsorship
agreement. The deal, which is
valued a £1 million, will extend
Vaux Breweries affiliation with the
club to 13 years, the longest

- continous sponsorship in the First

Division. The package includes
advertising, promotion, hospitality,
employee benefits, community
projects and branding on the
famous Sunderland shirt.

John Featherstone, Chairman of
Sunderland, said: “We are delighted
that Vaux have renewed their
sponsorship and | would like to pay
tribute to Vaux on their impeccable
contribution to the club and the
community.”

" course for runners up spot. Well done B‘ ‘

TERRACE

promution to Elivislﬂn

Dennis Rofe.

On then to the down side and top of this Ilst has gotto ba ﬂ\e-

tragic loss back in January of WADDO. So much was said of
the great man in the days that followed that | feel it's all been
said before it's just a pity that we couldn’t mark his passing
with promotion to the Premier Division. The sale of Steino
right after Lou had done a runner was a major blow but
supporters accepted that maybe at, £1.6 million the club had
little choice. We then sat back and waited for his replacement
to arrive. The replacement didn't, and as a result the goals
particularly away from home dried up and the rest is history.
Another downer was our awful away performances with such
non-events as Bristol City, Grimsby, Charlton and Barnsley
springing to mind next season we have got to be more
positive on our travels. So that just about wraps up this
season so here’s to 1994-95 a season that will hopefully see
the word consolidate banned from around the Vic and who
knows, could we actually win our opening day fixture all will
be revealed in 3 months time.

 The winner of my quiz in the Charlton Athletic programme
‘was Joanne Brand from Orpington Kent. Here you see Joanne
and her husband, Stuart, preparing to dine in the Sir Stanley
Matthews prior to our last home League game

with Natts County.

TALK

J.,mmmwmm




THE TEAM TALK

The Asics logo on your club strip represents a brand committed to
production of the highest quality sportswear for a wide range of activities.

Asics have created Gel which is used in footwear to absorb shock in
order to reduce the risk of injury to limbs and joints.

Gel technology is available in shoes for running, football,
tennis, indoor court and cross training.

FINALIST TURF

6

For further information, please contact your local stockist or Asics UK Limited,
Europa Boulevard, Westbrook, Warrington, Cheshire, WA5 5SY.
Telephone: 0925 241041 Fax: 0925 414894

e SocceEr Rounp-Up

STILL THE COUNTRY'’S BIGGEST
A landmark was reached last weekend in the Endsleigh
Insurance League when the 10 millionth spectator passed
through the turnstiles for the current campaign. Gates are on
course to smash the 11 million barrier for the season and thus
register the 8th successive annual increase for Football
League attendances.

With crowds again set to exceed those in the Premier League
(last year over a million more fans attended Football League
games that they did Premiership matches) the Endsleigh
Insurance League is now amongst the top five football
competitions in Europe in terms of the number of paying
spectators attracted each season.

TOP PRIZE FOR TOP TEAM

A £50,000 incentive is on offer for the Endsleigh Insurance
League champions as part of the £150,000 prize confirmed for
the season’s competition. The winners of the E.l.L 2nd and 3rd
Divisions will collect cheques for £25,000. Additional cash
incentives, shown below, are also provided for all automatic
promotion places.

Endsleigh Insurance League Prize Fund
Champions  Runners-Up Third Place
Division One £50,000 £25,000
Division Two £25,000 £10,000
Division Three ~ £25,000 £10,000 £5,000

RETURN TICKET

Exeter are set to cash in on their relegation problems after some
quick thinking by Commercial Director Steve Birley. Several
hundred car stickers celebrating City's promotion into the old
3rd Division in 1990 have been rescued from the filing cabinet
and are to go back on sale. This time around, the Devon club are
heading into Division 3 from the opposite direction! Said Birley:
“Four years ago when we were set for promotion, the stickers
were selling at £1. Four years on we have re-packaged them for
our imminent relegation and have sold the lot at £1.50 each. We
feel that Exeter City will attract a great deal more interest as
prominent Third Division club than a struggling Second division
outfit. Amazingly, this week we have attracted two new sponsors
for next season.”

IN FOR A POUND

Second Division Bradford City have announced a new initiative
to encourage more children to watch the Bantams next season
at Valley Parade, with all supporters under the age of sixteen
admitted to the ground for just £1 for each game. The new
scheme will build on the success of a free admission policy
operated at a number of matches this season for the

city's youngsters.

Chairman Geoffrey Richmond said: “I strongly believe that the
future of a football club lies with the children within its local
area. There is considerable evidence to suggest that if you can
attract supporters at an early age, you have invariably got them
for life. This initiative will be of great benefit to Bradford City for
many years to come.”

WALSALL TOP THE JEWSON
FAMILY FOOTBALL TREE

Walsall have named Britain’s top family football club following
the presentation of this season’s Jewson National Excellence
Award, the Saddlers recieved a cheque for £25,000 to further
their outstanding work in attracting family football fans to the
Bescot Staduim.

For the third annual awards presentation Jewson, Britain's
largest timber and building materials supplier, gave out cash
prizes totalling £75,000 encompassing nine awards in addition
to the excellence awards. They recognise clubs both for their
progress in attracting family supporters and for their work in
developing facilities for disabled spectators.

1994 JEWSON FAMILY FOOTBALL
AWARDS: National winners - WALSALL

Division One - Bristol City; Division Two - Leyton Orient and
Division Three - Walsall.

Progress awards to Leicester City, Bristol Rovers, Bury.
Disability awards to Middelsbrough, Plymouth Argyle, Lincoin

FREE TRANSFERS LIKELY TO SOAR
As current campaign edges fowards a climax, many clubs are
already beginning to make plans for next season and during the
next few weeks they will be faced with a number of tough
decisions. Not least of these problems will be the re-
engagement of players or, more pointedly, whom to release.
Last season saw a record number of players given free transfers
with 302 released by Football League clubs and a further 69
Premier League sides. '
Similar numbers are expected to be laid off at the end of the
current season as the harsh realities of professional sport take
their toll. Football in particular still faces the daunting task of
meeting the requirements of the Taylor Report with League
clubs in the First Division having to convert grounds into all-
seater stadia and Second and Third Division sides being
required to meet tough new ‘safe terracing’ criteria. Economies
will, therefore, have to be made and payrolls reduced as clubs
wrestle with limited budgets. Operations will inevitably have to
be leaner at least in the short term and so more players may find
themselves joining the dole queue.

Perhaps the most significant statistic, however, to emerge from
the League's file of player registrations is that fifty per cent of
that record number of players given free transfers at the end of
last season ultimatly failed to find a new club. And whilst
additional expenditure on grounds is a significant factor in how
individual deal with this situation, the players cause is not
helped by a prohibitive and burdensome requirement upon
employers to offer trms which are not less favourable that a
professional player's prevoius contract - this despite the fact
that the value of a player to his particular club may have fallen
considerably since ha last negotiated a contract. The casualties
of this out-dated system which can no longer be justified in the
changing circumstances that League clubs find themselves are
the weakest amongst the playing fraternity.

If this practice persists, therfore, then we can expect the annual
clear-out of players to escalate further, bringing even greater
uncertainty to an already hazardous profession.



 player who has done so muchto

re-establish Stoke as a First
Division force. This afternoon
should also mark another
milestone in the career of a superb

professional - his 200th
appearance for the club since his
record transfer move from

Sheffield Wednesday in July 1989.

Few fans would now doubt, that
lan Cranson has been worth the
£450,000 former boss Mick Mills
paid for him nearly five years ago,

while, but I've played
‘over 50 games in each of
the Iast three seasons
and | feel P've got better
each year.”

Cranson polled 48 per cent of the
fans’ votes, surging clear of the

rest of the field in the last couple of

weeks, with the ever popular
Toddy Orlygsson coming home
second with 28 per cent. But there
contribution has been only part of
the story which helped City to
consolidate their new status after
promotion last season.

Congratulations to
lan... The Supporters’
‘Player of the year’

for 1993-94

Follow lan Bayley on STOKE CITY every night in the

CEvening Sentinel

and read his ball-by ball match report in Saturday's

“The team as a whole has
adjusted well this term,
says lan “though in the
end we are disappointed
not to be going into
today’s game with
promotion still in our
sight’s. Nine months ago,
most people would have
settled for a top ten
placing, but as the season
wore on it became
apparent we could aim
higher. We are all
disappointed in missing
out on the play-offs, the
players would have loved
a crack at getting into the
Premiership and it would
have been a terrific finish
to the season. But we’ve
come a long way together
in the last nine months,
and hopefully laid some
good foundations to have
another crack at it

next time.”

[t’s been an exciting campaign, and
Stoke can look forward to more of
the the same come August. Even
though the Midlands dominated
division is losing promoted
Nottingham Forest, and either West
Brom or Birmingham look doomed
to relegation, there are atill plenty of
hig games in store next season.
Wolves are still around. Leicester
could be if they fail again in the play-
offs as could Derby. The presence of
an Everton or a Tottenham in the
Division, depending on yesterday's
results, what about neighbours Port
Vale? Add the thought of two
Potteries derbies to the above and
you've got a cracking season in
store. Here's to it.




WELCOME TO THE
JUNIOR HATTER’S

For our final home game of the season
it gives me great pleasure to welcome
the Junior Hatters of Luton Town, who
this morning have heen playing five-a-
side football with the Junior Potter’s at
our usual Knutton Recreation Centre
venue. | think | can safely say that it's
the very first time we have entertained
a visiting group on a Sunday! | do
hope everone enjoyed the morning's
football session hopefully we shall be
doing many more next season, our
guests today will be sitting in our
Family Stand for this afternoon’s game
which we hope they thoroughly enjoy.
My own personel view is that we shall
be meeting up again with Gary Hooper
and his Luton Juniors next season, so
to everyone whao's travelled up from
Bedfordshire today do have a safe and
pleasant journey back home after

the match!

SAFARI PARK
SUMMER TRIP!

We have now finalized a date for the
Junior Potters trip to the West
Midlands Safari and Leisure Park at
Bewdley in Worcestershire. We will be
running a coach to the Park on Sunday
June 12th departing from the Stoke

FIVE-A-SIDE

CONTINUES
As you may have read in your Newsletters
our weekly five-a-side night will continue
up to Tuesday June 28th, after which there
will be a Summer break until Monday
August 15th. | would therfore like to 'ta!_«z
this opportunity of thanking all the Juniors
who have come along and supported the
night's during the season, we've had some
good sessions with the loads of fun, 0
hopefully we can continue with the
popular evenings for the forseeable future,
although we might be having a change of
venue o keep in tough with your
Newsletter for up to date information.

WiTH PHIL MEESON

AND FINALLY!

May | take this opportunity of
thanking all Junior potters and their
families for the unwavering suport
you have given our organization
throughout the season. Enjoy your
holidays wherever you may go,
enjoy the Warld Cup, but most of all
please fake care, lets have
everbody back here again in
August!

End Car Park at 10.00am. The cost of
this exciting day will be £3.50 for
Juniors and Adults alike, which will
include your coach travel and entrance
fee to the park. Anyone interested in
this trip can make their hookings at the
Stoke City Reception from Monday
May 10th. Although there are
numerous places to obtain food at the
park people may wish to take their own
picnic lunches. Hopefully we can fill
the coach and have a really super day
out. For any further queries please
telephone 413511.

KEELE TOURNAMENT
If you want a great day out why not
come along to Keele University Sports
Hall on Sunday 26th June and support
the Junior Potters in our highly
acclaimed annual five-a-side
tournament in which seven other
Junior groups join us for the day which
runs from 10.30.am unitl
approximately 5.00pm. Our teams will
be selected mainly from our five-a-side
members, so you might be one of the
lucky ones! This year's tournament is
once again being kindly sponsored by
the “Royal Mail” to whom we are most
grateful. So don't forget amd make it a
date for your diaries!

JUNIOR POTTERS
“PLAYER OF THE
SEASON”

Before the afternoon's game, we shall
as usual be having the various
supporters awards for Stoke City
“Player of the Season”, among these of
course will be our own Junior Potters
chioce. Last season with the exception
of Lee Sandford, it was Mark Stein
who picked up every award, this
season will probably be a little closer
with one or two more contenders in
the hunt for the trophies, early
indications with the Junior Potters
voting this time sees, Toddy
Orlygsson, Mark Prudhoe, lan Cranson
and Lee Sandford among the front
runners. Two of our Junior Potters
members will be making the
presentation to the winner just before
kick-off. To everyone who has taken
the trouble to vote a very big

thank you!

SIX OF THE BEST
HE(e'_s six of the best to end our
Quiztime for this season!

1. Which Scottish club play at
“Rugby Park"?

2. Who has resigned at
Ayresome Park?

3. Which league have Farnborough
Town just won?

4. Alan Little manages which
Second Division Club?

5. Where will the 1993 World Cup
be staged?

6. Which Premier League side are
Sponsored by “Thistle Hotels™?

Answers:-
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ATOTALLCOMMITMENT TO
VALUE & CUSTOMER CARE

WHEN YOU'VE TRIED THE REST,
VISIT THE BEST.
EVANS HALSHAW - THE ROVER SPECIALISTS

For everything Rover there is only one
choice - Evans Halshaw. If you're looking
for a new Rover, quality used car or total

aftersales support - we can offer you
the complete service.

Accept no substitutes, visit

Evans Halshaw - The Rover Specialists

ROVER 400 SERES ROVER 200 SERIES
OFFICIAL SUPPLIERS TO STOKE CITY FOOTBALL CLUB

PLUS
OVER 100 QUALITY USED CARS IN STOCK, CALL FOR DETAILS

Evans Halshaw

Broad Street, Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent. Tel: 0782 219500

-
ROVER







eGLOoOBAL GOssiIP

Wit TONY MATTHEWS

® |nter Milan have taken one step towards
winning this season's UEFA Cup. They
gained a vital 1-0 lead from the first leg
against Satzburg (in Austria) and are now
firm favourites to finish off the job when the
teams meet again in Milan this coming
Wednesday.

® The European Champions Cup Final in
Athens on 18th May, will be between the
tavourites AC Milan and CF Barcelona,

In the semi-finals, the Italian giants, despite
having defender Sandro Costacurta sent-off
after 29 minutes, destroyed the French side,
Monaco, 3-0 with goals by Marcel Desailly
(14 mins.) and Demetrio Albertini and
Daniele Massaro in the second-half.

The Spaniards defeated Bobby Robson’s FC
Porto by the same score; Bulgaria’s Hristo
Stoichkov scoring twice with Ronald Koeman
firing in the other.

Costacurta will now miss the final along with
the experienced figure of Franco Baresi who
collected his third yellow card of this
season’s tournament

< DARE T0 PLAY « _

«“/r “ Es

Painma" Adventure Games

< ALLACTION
.+ PUREADRENALIN
" "W HIGH SAFETY STANDARDS __
 *GREAT RATES
& PARTIESIGROUPSICORPORATE DAYS
« FREE GAMES FOR ORGANISERS

P

* For leher Information
d Telephone
— "QuesiHot Lige

0860 601999 or (0782) 560371

® JEFA have ruled that Olympigue Marseille
will be eligible to compete in Europe next
season - if they qualify for either the Cup
Winners Cup or the UEFA Cup - despite
having been sentenced to relegation from the
French First Division as punishment for the
match-fixing scandal which took place wihin
the club in 1992-93.

®it's now pretty tight at the top in quite a few
of the European League competitions.

In Belgium, RSC Anderlecht and CF Bruges
are the two pacesetters with the farmer
holding the upper hand at the minute.
Bayern Munich, FC Kaiserslautern and
Karlsruhe are contesting the German
Bundesliga - and on paper it looks as though
Franz Beckenbauer's men from Bayern might
well pinch the star award, which would give
them their 13th League success.

It's between Deportivo la Coruna and CF
Barcelona for the Spanish crown and with
the latter concentrating on this season’s
Champions' Cup, Deportivo could well
capture the coveted title for the first time in
their history.

Benfica and Sporting Lisbon are neck and
neck in Portugal while in Switzerland it's a
four-horse race between Sion, Servette,
Zurich Grasshoppers and Aarau.

Linfield have won the Smirnoff Irish League,
from Portadown, and Glenavon; Ajax of
Amsterdam have taken the League title in
Holland, Paris St. German clinched the
French prize last weekend with a 1-0 win
over Toulose while AC Milan have already
captured the crown in Italy.

Incidently, Paris St. Germain, the French Cup
holders, who recently drew 0-0 with the
Brazilian national team, were dumped out of
this season’s Cup competition by FC Lens.
Following on from their Cup Winners Cup
exit at the hands of Arsenal. some P.S.G.
players have now decided to change their
home telephone numbers to counter abusive
calls from irate fans.

|t

Technics

Panasomc A’ft

TELEVISION, VIDEO,
CAMCORDERS, HI-Fl, RADIO |

® | iverpool goalkeeper Bruce Grobbelaar
(pictured here) made a typical boob allowing
South Africa to pip Zimbabwe 1-0 in a recent
international in Mmabatho. ‘Grobb’ had flown
overnight from England for the game and on
70 minutes he badly sliced his clearance into
the path of Philip Masinga who fired in the
winner. Also playing in this friendly was
Peter Ndlovu of Coventry City

® England striker Karen Walker scored the
winning goal of the 1994 Women's F.A. Cup
Final at Glanford Park, Scunthorpe to give
Doncaster Belles a hard-earned but deserved
1-0 victory over Knowsley. This was the
Belles’ sixth Final success.

News-reel

Wimbledon can still make it into Europe (via
the UEFA Cup) if the clubs from Yugoslavia
are banned....Torino could be severely
punished if they are found guilty of
corruption. Two years ago it is alleged that
the Italian club provided prostitiutes for the
match officials in their UEFA Cup tie 2nd leg
clash with AEK Athens (won 1-0)....Dutch
midfield Jan Wouters has joined PSV
Eindhoven from Bayern Munich for
£500,000....top French clubs Monaco and
Paris St. Germain are showing interest in
Anders Limpar who two months ago left
Arsenal for relegation-threatened Everton.
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MASTER TILEMAKERS SINCE 122
Investing in the Future .«
with a blend of Youth A
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Football’s biggest fan

is its £36m supporter

By next August, standing will be a thing of the past at

many of our [ootball grounds as clubs meet the Taylor

requirements.
Clubs who choose to retain some standing must
. make sure that terracing is sale — for many,
an expensive commitment.

The Football Trust has an annual income of
over £36m - virtually all [rom the pools companies,
Littlewoods, Vernons and Zetters

Implementing Taylor is a huge undertaking and
every club counts on THE FOOTBALL TRUST to

help to see the job through

@‘MU 5’(,

THE FOOTBALL TRUST
) /) Helping the game

20

Walkden House, 10 Melton Street, London NW1 2E]
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CLUB SHOP

END OF SEASON
SALE INCLUDES
THE FOLLOWING:-

Top picture;
Top left 'VOLLEY’, or adult
were £12.99, NOW ONLY £9.99

Top centre ‘TORINQ’ Polo, youth only
...were £16.99, NOW ONLY £9.99
il Top right ‘'DEFENDER’, youth or adult

~....were £14.99 NOW ONLY £11.99
bottom right ‘HOODED SWEATSHIRT'
youth or adult .....were £26.99,
NOW ONLY £17.99

Middle picture:

Top left ‘'HOODED SWEATSHIRT
(see above)

Top right ‘FULL BACK’

(see bottom picture)

Bottom left ‘EXPLOSION’ youth only
....were £14.99, NOW ONLY £9.99
Bottom right ‘TORINO" polo

(see top picture)

Bottom picture

Left ‘FULL BACK' boys

..... were £13.99, NOW ONLY £9.99
youths/adults - were £24.99,

NOW ONLY £16.99

Right ‘ATTACKER' youth and adult
..... were £13.99, NOW ONLY £9.99

MANY OTHER SWEATSHIRTS,
T-SHIRTS, BABYWEAR ETC, available
at discount prices

(for limited period ONLY).

VISITORS
FACTSIII

Did You Know?

® Luton Town Football Club was
formed in the town hall on 11th
April 1885.

® |n season 1891-92 Luton Town
players were paid half-a-crown
(approx. 12p) with sixpence (3p)
extra for away games.

® |n the club’s early days all Luton
Town players wore blue and pink
caps. Unfortunately this didn't

help them when heading the ball -

for it never went in the right
direction!
® Luton Town are proud of their

nickname ‘The Hatters'. In fact, in
years gone by, glass ash trays
designed as miniature straw hats
were made for use in the club’s
boardroom.

® |n season 1958-59 Luton Town
reached the F.A. Cup Final (where
they lost 2-1 to Nottingham
Forest). En route to Wembley the
‘Hatters’ fielded an unchanged
side - Baynham; McNally,
Hawkes;Groves, Owen, Pacey;
Bingham, Brown, Morton,
Cummins, Gregory.
Forest also relied on the same
team for every round.

® Qver Easter, 1936, the Luton
Town management team made a
daring team change, switching a
wing-half - JOE PAYNE - to
centre-forward for the home
Second Division game with Bristol
Rovers on 12th April. The ploy
worked as Payne went to town
scoring 10 goals in his side’s
12-0 win.

® Ten seasons ago, Luton paid out
£100,000 TWICE - signing Alan
West from Burnley in October ‘73
and Paul Futcher from Chester
(June ‘74). Both players were
record signings at that time.

Team from the past i is the Luton Town team of 1970-71. Back row: Ken Goodeve (Manchester-
born substitute); Viv Busby (who scored 9 goals in 50 League games for Stoke - 1977-80), ‘keeper Tony Read (who actually
scored 12 goals when playing as a centre-forward in 28 of his 198 League games during his time at Kenilworth Road); Chris
Nicholl (the former Aston Villa, Grimsby Town, Southampton and Northern Ireland defender); John Ryan (who played for 10
different clubs in 20 years: 1964-84); John Moore (a defender who had 272 League outings for the ‘Hatters’) and Alan Sfough
(who appeared in 540 League games in his cxareer (1965-81). Front rows Don Givens (Ex-Manchester United, Birmingham
City and once Eire’s top-scorer; Jim ‘Ryan (who was at Old Trafford with Givens: 1966-70); Mike Keen (who led Q.P.R. to victory in
the 1967 League Cup Final); Malcolm Macdonald (also of Arsenal, Fulham, Newcastle and England, and scorer of more than 250
goals at club and international level between 1968-79 including 49 in 88 League games for Luton) and Peter Anderson (m:dﬂa!dar
who also served with Tampa Bay Rowdies, Shgfﬂeld Ummdand Mfllwatl}




SEASON'S ANALYSIS ieoees

STOKE CITY AT
WAR 1939-45
Season 1941-42
(continued)

November 22

The forthcoming War Cup games were
attracting keen interest with the Stoke board
determined to field a side as strong as they
could, The series of games start on December
27th and there are strong hopes that Kirton,
Steele, Soo and Franklin will all be available.
Mould, Peppitt and Ormston will not as they
are in Ulster. Stoke have the permission of
Bolton to play Hamlett and Northampton to
play Blunt. Bolton had, in fact, wanted Hamlett
themselves but they were prevented by
employment difficulties. For the visit of
Tranmere Rovers, Stoke played Blunt for
Kirton and Mountford for Steele. They easily
ran out winners 9-0 with Sale netting his fifth
hat-trick of the season. Frank Mountford badly
bruised his shoulder and would be out for a
few weeks.

November 29

The season was going quite well for Stoke
who were chasing Blackpaol in the League
Off the field Fred Basnett was about to be
called into the R.A.F., Eric Hampson, who was
already in the R.A.F. was granted permission
to play for Fulham and Patsy Gallacher for
Dundee. Albert Basnett and Stan Clewlow
were lined up to sign as professionals. It was
to be a fitting farewell for Basnett as Stoke
beat Tranmere 7-2 with hat-tricks for him and
Sale (again).

December 6

Tommy Sale’s scoring exploits were hitting
the headlines as he chased Jack Rowley
(Manchester United) and Ephraim ‘Jock’
Dodds (Blackpool) for the country's top-
scorer tag. Basnett's exit from the City was
shortlived as he was almost immediately
returned to a home base. Fred Steele's scoring
record for the Army unit hit the headlines
again, as he netted 17 goals in a 24-0 win! He
was alse playing for Northampton on
Saturdays. With three weeks to go before the
Cup games start, the League decrees that a
player will not be cup-tied if he appears in the
Cup for anather side. Stoke field the same
team for their visit to Stockport and win 6-1
with Sale scaring his fourth hat-trick in
successive games and his eighth of the
season so far. The leading scorers list now
read: Rowley 33, Sale 28 and Dodds 26.
December 13

Franklin plays for Mould (unavailable) with

Kirton maving to left-half. Frank Soo was
playing for an R.A.F. XI and either Blunt as it
turned out, Frank Mountford deputising. As
the second-half of the match with Stockport
was to be broadcast on national radio, the
kick-off was brought forward to 2.45pm.
Stoke won 3-1, The League also brought
forward all the Boxing Day fixtures to
Christmas Day.

December 25

Stoke complete their League fixtures with a 4-
3 home win over Liverpoo! and finish fifth in
the North Regional League and runners-up in
the group in which they figured (i.e. those
sides that had played each other). Those
positions would have improved by one place
in each case had the club’s goal-average been
better than Manchester United's Fred Steele
missed the game as he was best man at his
sister's wedding.

December 27

Stoke start their War Cup games with a 4-1
win at Walsall. Steele was back in the side at
inside-left with Blunt switching to left-half in
place of Harrison. Sale scored yet another hat-
trick. Clewlow played on the left-wing in place
of Fred Basnett who was unfit.
January 3

For the home game against Walsall Basnett
was looking to be fit - but wasn't! The only
change was Soo for Blunt with the
Northampton guest switching to inside-left in
place of an unavailable Steele. The game
turned out to be a landmark for the scoring
prowess of Tommy Sale who netted six goals
(a hat-trick in each half) as well as missing a
penalty, saved at full length by Walsall's
‘keeper Fred Biddlestone. Sale was now firmly
established as the country's leading scorer.
Despite the Wartime difficulties, Stoke
completed the Loving Cup ceremony as usual.
January 10

A tougher game was in prospect for the visit
of West Brom again in the War Cup. A further
insight into the limitations of censorship both
official and self-imposed was the news that
Kirton had been ‘removed’ to a far more
distant part of the country and was now likely
to play only when on leave. Steele was still
unavailable for the Albion game (as he and
Kirton were required for an Army game at
York) and Stoke lost the match 4-0 (their first
defeat in 10 games). Edwin Blunt twisted his
knee and would miss 3/4 weeks. The crowd of
7,320 was Albion’s best of the season and
Stoke's best away gate. Stoke seemed to lose .
heart in the second-half at The Hawthorns
when the 4th goal went in.

January 17

Stoke won the return game with Albion by 2-1
thanks to goals by Bert Mitchell and Sale. It
was a keenly fought match with Kirton, Steele,
McCue and Mitchell all drafted into the side
looking for revenge from the previous week.
Kirton and Steele both hitch-hiked to get to
The Victoria Ground from their units. Kirton
arrived 30 minutes before kick-off, Steele five
minutes. Liverpoal were now the only side
with a better record than Stoke in the War
Cup. Bert Mitchell caught the eye in his first
game of the season with the officials of the
club saying they would redouble their efforts
to ensure his availability later in the campaign.
Elsewhere George Antonio was playing at, and
scoring for, Wrexham whilst Peppitt, Baker
and Ormston were all scorers for Linfield and
Stan Glover was recovering well from

an ankle injury.

January 31

Stoke entertained Chesterfield in the Cup with
Franklin, Soo and Steele all notifying the club
that they were available. So it turned out but
Kirton, also said to be available, failed to arrive
on time and missed the 2-1 win with Sale
doing the honours again! The scoreline
flattered Chesterfield as Stoke missed a bagful
of chances in the second-half.
February 7

The game at Chesterfield was postponed and
rescheduled for March 14.

February 14

Stoke announced that they may stage a game
at The Victoria Ground between Birmingham
and the Army, originally planned for St.
Andrews. The Blues’ stand had, however,
burned down. If the game proceeds the Army
side was likely to include six Stoke players.
For the home match with Bolton, Stoke hoped
to include Peppitt (on leave) but Steele and
Soo's hopes of a game were dashed, the
former was called into the regimental side.
Stoke won 3-1 with another hat-trick for hot-
shot Sale. Off the field there was plenty of
news....the directors were hopeful that
Ormston may well be available for a couple of
games before the end of the season; Albert
Basnett was poised to sign full ‘pro’ forms and
Bristol City were given permission to play
Stanley Harrison who was now in the R.AF.
February 21

The question of whether players were setting
records by playing in War football was
frequently discussed and it was really only
later that war football was denied true first-
class status. However, the fact that Sale had
10 hat-tricks to his credit was claimed as a

record although denied official recognition,
Stoke appealed again for clothing coupons
from their supporters (one from each) to
supplement their dwindling stocks of kit. It
was reported that in 1939 Stoke, along with
other clubs, were asked to donate kit to the
Forces and did so generously, The visit to
Forest in the Cup saw Stoke lose 1-0 with Sale
closely marked by the home defence. The
crowd was reported as less than a thousand.
February 28

For the home game with Forest, Steele and
Kirton were both expected although the latter
didn't arrive. Stoke lost 3-1. Off the field the
League allowed an extension of the War Cup
Qualifying Group games to March 28 because
of the number of postponements leaving
Stoke with two free dates. Stoke reported that
30 clothing coupons were handed in which
allowed them to purchase six pairs of boots.
Albert Basnett signed full forms.
March 7

Eric Hampson was likely to be posted abroad
and Eric Longland was map-making for the
Army in Iceland.

March 14

The League decides there will be no games on
Goed Friday after an official approach from
the Ministry of Labour to ensure that War
work is not interrupted. The F.A. agree to
extend the season to May 30th. The game at
Chesterfield was not a happy occasion as
Stoke lost 2-1. Herod punched a clearance
onto the back of Blunt's head and the ball
went into goal for Chesterfield's opener.
Stoke’s forwards falled to convert good
oppartunities. Already without one full-back
(Brigham), another (McCue) failed to turn up
for the game and Hamlett deputised with
Blunt at right-half.

March 21

For their final Cup Qualifying game at Bolton,
Stoke hoped for the return of Brigham. They
were also making plans for the Cup proper
where they had all but qualified for the first
round. They wrote to Stan Matthews to say
that they wished to avail themselves of his
services (he had been playing for Blackpoal).
As Stoke were also uncertain of Steele and
Kirtan, who were only available on a week-to-
week basis, they also sought the services of
Eric Hayward (Blackpool) who was working
locally. Soo was expected to be available and
Jim Westland may also appear. The League
Committee also flagged that they would be at
next week's Blackpool-Stoke game to draw
the First Round Proper of the War Cup,
directly after the match. Stoke drew 1-1 at
Bolton to assure themselves of a place in the
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draw. Brigham was, indeed, back in the side
as was Eric Hayward (for Kirton) and Alec
Ormston (for Steele).

March 28

For the home game v. Blackpool in the
Second North Regional League competition,
Matthews played for the 'Seasiders’ and
helped them win 4-0! Soo played (John
Jackson had been on stand by all week to
deputise). It was revealed that during the
week Matthews had visited The Victoria
Ground in an effort to sort out his Cup
commitments. The biggest problem seemed
to be his release from the R.A.F.

April 4

Easter weekend saw the First Round Proper of
the War Cup with stoke facing West Brom at
home on the Saturday and away at the
Hawthorns on Easter Manday. Matthews was
unavailable for the games. The Stoke directors
announced that at Blackpool the previous
week they had tried to thrash matters out with
the League Management Committee and
thought they had made progress. They
selected him to play only to find that the
R.A.F. declined to give their permission
because of travel restrictions.

Joe Johnson was in the Albion side, but Stoke
won 5-3 with Sale netting two (including his
50th goal of the season).

April 6

Stoke made just one change (Kirton for
Hayward) for the second leg at The
Hawthorns. However, Stoke lost their way and
the match by 6-1, Sale scoring again in front
of a 13,864 crowd.

April 11

After their exit from the Cup Stoke now had
some blank Saturdays to fill. Birmingham and
Preston both offered them games although
Preston can only play at home and of bomb
damage at St. Andrews, Blues can only play
away. Stoke lose 1-0 at Walsall with the attack
firing blanks. For this game Mould was at
centre-half with Franklin maving over to left-
half while Mountford replaced Jim Westland
in attack.

April 18

There were reports of Stoke players doing
well elsewhere: Soo was playing (and scoring)
for Millwall; Peppitt and Ormston were on the
scoresheet for Linfield and along with Baker
and Mould were in the Irish Cup Final, and
Doug Westland was reported to be in top form
for Derry City. For the League visit of Walsall,
Brigham was ill and Glover came in at right-
back. Franklin and Harry Griffiths wera in the
half-back line - but Stoke’s poor form
continued and they lost 3-2.

April
25

The Stoke
officials
completed
their fixture
arrangements
for the rest of
the season with two games against
Northampton, leaving on May 15th blank.
Brigham was again in the news....whilst he
missed the visit to Chester due to a family
iliness, he was selected for the Football
League Xl against the Western Command.
Stoke’s travelling problems intensified for that
trip to Chester. They went by train and arrived
at Chester station only to realise there was no
transport to take hem on to the ground. The
players had to walk two miles and needless to
say arrived late. Fred Basnett was taken ill on
the journey but had to play anyway as there
was no reserve, Stoke fielded Emlyn Williams,
the Preston full-back, and Eric Hampson, who
was on leave. They won 4-2 after initially
going one down. Basnett scored despite his
difficulties.

May 2

Stoke players were in the representative news
with Frank Soo selected to play for England
against Wales the following Saturday and
Jack Kirton chosen for a Scottish Army XI.
This was a particular honour for Soo who had
regularly appeared in R.A.F. XIs during the
War. For the home game with Chester both
were expected to be available with McCue on
partner Williams. Stoke shared the honours 2-
2 with both goals coming from Bobby Liddle.
May 9

During the week Stoke and Port Vale drew 2-2
in the Sentinel Cup Final at Vale’s Hanley
ground. Stoke visited Preston without Soo (on
England duty) and with Basnett and Kirton
unavailable. Steele was at centre-forward and
it was Liddle who again scored both goals
ina2-1win.

May 16

Herod and Franklin played for Wrexham and
Soo for Everton.

May 23

A horror show for the ‘Potters’....Northampton
Town 10 (TEN) Stoke City 0. Longland, Steele
and Kirton were all on home leave and played.
May 25 (Monday)

Stoke lose 2-1 in a friendly at Derby.

May 30

For the return game with Northamptan, Stoke
made changes in every department except
goal and ran out winners by 3-2 to wrap up an
eventful season.

Call the Stoke City Club Call Line - 0891 121040 EZ]
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Why Don’t
YOU

Become A

It’s simple and easy to do...you can start
with as little as 5 members of your
family, friends or workmates.

It only costs £1 per week to join...and
gives your members the chance to win
£1,500 in cash and prizes every week of
the year!

eeeeesecincluding a JACKPOT PRIZE OF:

e £500 -

Plus, in return for your help, we give you:
15% Commission on all monies collected

Plus: 10% Agents’ Bonus on all big winners
won by your members!

Would you like a FREE MATCH ticket for all home League Games ?
* PLUS * For Yourself FREE AWAY TRAVEL if you take a friend.

For full details contact Stoke City Promotions on 45840

Stoke City Improvement Association - Promoter Mr. J. Lawson, 10 Gable Streel,
Stoke-on-Trenl. Reg. with Stoke-on-Trent City Council.

Season’s
Snippets

Excellent finale to the season at
Filbert Street with a magnificent
away following backing the
team. Unfortunately the point
was not enough to place us into
the play-offs places even if
today's results go eur way. Nice
to see Joe and the players come
over to the fans to acknowledge
their tremendous support. For
the record, 3 Executive and 8
Standard coaches made the trip
for the Travel Club.

A word of thanks to the Stoke
fans who made the trip to the
City Ground Nottingham to
support the Youth Team against
Forest last Monday. Their efforts
were rewarded with a sterling
performance enabling the lads
to return home with a 1-0
victory setting up a grand-stand
finish to the season with the
second leg at the Victoria
Ground on Wednesday 11th
May (7.00pm) for the Midland
Purity Youth League Cup.
Former team-coach driver Denis
Durber sends his best wishes to
all friends and acquaintances at
Stoke City. Denis took early
retirement due to ill-health from
Bostocks Goaches but looked
well when | met him last week.
The Durber Dynasty live on, of
course, with son Dave now the
reqular Stoke City team driver
and other son Cliff a regular
driver of our supporters
coaches.

The past season has again

proved extremely busy for the
Travel Club. For all fixtures
including Coca-Cola and F.A.
Cup away ties, 5,520 miles have
been covered. Add to this a
further 6,000 miles for the two
Anglo-Italian away fixtures and
some of you will have journeyed
half way around the world this
season in support of your team.
Longest U.K. distance was 408
mile round trip to Portsmouth
and the shortest the 68 miles to
Walves and Derby. Next season
we lose once more Palace and
Forest but will be visiting the
County Ground at Swindon and
possibly Goodison Park and or
White Hart Lane. Coming up
from the Second Division are
Reading and possibly Plymouth
Argyle - the other two
contenders shall remain
nameless. It is also farewell to
Peterboro’ and maybe Oxford
United and Birmingham City.
Next season will see further
staduim re-development in the
Endsleigh League. The
Smethwick End at West Brom is
due for completion and re-
construction at St Andrews,
Birmingham, has already
commenced on two sides of the
ground. The Jack Harris stand
(formerly the South Bank) at
Milineux is now in use,
completing the re development
at Wolves.

One glaring omission from the
otherwise magnificent Carling
Stand at Leicester City was the
lack of a disabled facility with

e AwAaAy THE POTTERS

wheelchair bound fans having to
be situated on the running track
alongside the pitch.

Anyone wishing to take in some
close-season football can travel
down to Wembley on the
Supporters Club Executive travel
excursion for the England v
Norway game on Sunday 22
May. Contact Ken Marek on
0782 812388 (evenings only
please).

The 1994-95 season opens on
Saturday 13 August 1994. In the
meantime - enjoy the summer!

John Lawson.

John Clarke
Testamonial
Game

Dundee United v.
Stoke City

Saturday 6th August
1994 3.00pm Kick Off

We are looking to run executive
coaches (with a stop) for this
game. At the moment we have
enough bookings to run one
coach, please contact the
Promotions Department as soon
as possible if you are interested
in the above trip.

For the 650 mile journey
coaches would have to leave at
approximately 6.00am and
return to the Victoria Ground at
around midnight.

The cost is £15 for adults

£10 for children. (Match still to
be confirmed)




o NEXT

LOOKING AHEAD
TO ‘94-95.....

ell we shall be watching First Division

football once more at The Victoria
Ground next season when the likes of
relegated Swindon Town and promoted
Reading, along with the familiar names of
Middlesbrough, Charlton Athletic,
Sunderland, Bristol City, Portsmouth,
Grimsby Town, Southend United and Bolton
Wanderers will be visiting the Potteries.

Those whose fates have yet to be decided for 1994-95
include Southampton, Oldham Athletic, Everton and Sheffield
United, all of whom are still hoping to be in the Premiership;
Tranmere Rovers, Derby County, Leicester City, and Millwall
who are seeking to climb up into the top grade and Plymouth
Argyle, our neighbours Port Vale, Stockport County, Burnley
and York City who are hopeful of getting promotion from
Division Two.

The new season is scheduled to start on Saturday 13th
August with the annual F.A. Charity Shield taking place at
Wembley the week before.

Stoke City could well be away from home on the opening day
of the new campaign - remember we started this season by
playing hosts toi Millwall.

Over the Christmas period it is anticipated that we shall be
away on Boxing Day (which falls on a Monday) and also away
on the New Year Bank Holiday as well as Easter Monday,
although occasionally clubs do get similar home fixtures
season after season.

We are, of course, all now looking forward to the summer
break when hopefully the sun will shine brightly throughout -
at home and abroad - and when the 1994-95 season starts up
again in August everyone will be as keen as they were last
year to get back into the routine of atending Stoke City's
home matches here at The Victoria Ground.

The support this term has again be excellent with home gates
averaging around the 16,000 mark - only Nottingham Forest,
Wolves, Crystal Palace, Sunderland, West Bromwich Albion,
Derby County and Leicester City have had better turnouts -
and it is clear that a winning team will certainly attract large
crowds. So let's hope that come August the players (and
management) are all geared up to launch another serious
charge at trying to win promotion to the FA Carling
Premiership.

It's been ten years since we last played in the top flight - and
with the new book ‘The Encyclopaedia of Stoke City F.C." due
out before Christmas, it would be great if the ‘Potters’ could
get back amongst the elite to celebrate the occasion.

AT THE VicTORIA' GROUND

Steve White (Swindon)

Carl Beeston

Joe Jordan Asa Hartford Mark Prudhoe Martin

Tollgate Stoke City Consolidated * Carruthers

Hotel & Leisure Supporters Holdings Jane Bailey
Club Mark Mountford

pary Bannister John Butler Lee Sandford Steve Foley
Victoria Bathrooms | . J. Comley Margaret Jim and Richard

Gainsborough Newsagents Kirkland Carter Finance
Showers

lan Cranson

Jim and Richard June Forrester
Carter Finance John Clark
Qatcake
Simon Sturridge
S&H Welding Nigel Gleg!lorn
Wayne Biggins Helen Bailey
Wan Smith Jenny Waltho
Light Haulage
David Kevan Vince Oversﬁn
H S Timber John & Lynn
Products Bromley
David Regis Ronnie Sinclair
Telefaults Philip Clee
Dennis Rofe
Graham Shaw Paul Macari lan Clarkson Paul Ware
John Bayley SP;Ié ﬁéfs_'y Lucozade Sport | Andrew Cookson
Stnlacnn Teant Barneys Barbecue
Tel. 313743 Tunstall
Thor Orlygsson Gary Pick Micky Gynn Graham Potter
Pat Bailey Craig McCarthy J.J. Comley Stoke City Southern
Cheshire Bakeries Newsagents Supporters Club
(0625 611534)
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WiTH Nick MANSFIELD

HATTERS HURDLE

With the ‘Potters’ season now effectively over, this afternoons final
hurdle against Luton Town is a relatively little importance. It does,
however, give City the opportunity to end their first season back in the
First Division on a high note, and to revenge our 6-2 drubbing by the
‘Hatters' earlier this season.

MATCHBALL SPONSOR N

The Supporters Club are pleased to be able to donate the matchball for
this afternoon’s game, our second such sponsorship of the season. We
hope that our association with the game will help * The Potters’ to end
the season with a flourish!

PLAYER OF THE SEASON

lan Cranson won the ‘Supporters Club Player of the Season’ trophy
following a remarkable turnaround in the final week of polling. Toddy
Orlygsson had been in the lead from the start with ‘Cranny’ breathing
down his neck, However postal votes, and those collected on the
coaches to Leicester and at last Sunday's Programme Fair, saw lan
first nudge infront......... and then surge away leaving the ‘Iceman’ far
behind! It must be said that lan is a deserving winner of the award, as
indicated by his final haul of 48% of votes. Toddy finished second with
23%. Lee Sandford third (10%), Vince Overson fourth (7%0 and Mark
Prudhoe fifth with 6%.

JOE JORDAN

Our ‘Meet the Manager'event with Joe Jordan takes place this
Thursday (12th May) in the Jubilee Hall, Stoke. There are some tickets
left and these can be obtained from our programme shop after this
afternoon’s game, or by telephoning the Secretary Nick Mansfield.

S COLLECTORS

CORNER

he Stoke City Southern Supporters’ Club

was formed in 1968 to keep exiled
Stokies in touch with the football club.
Now 26 years old the SCSSC boats 500+
members from more than 10 different
countries. Membership of the club entitles
supporters to a Potters Monthly, their
official magazine. Running from 40 to 48
pages this ‘mag’ is produced 10 times
throughout the season.
With a full-time cartoonist now employed (free of charge - as
he’s a Stokie too!) the magazine has a professional look and
the reading material covers such regular features as ‘City
Chat’ - vital if you live in ‘Stoke free' areas outside of the
Potteries; a regular monthly column from the club president,
ooh Georgie Berry; "Where Are They Now? - news of former
Stokies, the most obscure of which was that Mrs. John
Devine is now dating a certain Van Morrison (not the Dutch
international or vehicle hire Co. but the musician who has the
ability to fill Wembley with cardigans at a stroke); ‘Potters
Diary’ - info called from all points around the globe in a daily
format; a regular player interview - April's issue told of the
rise and rise of Graham ‘Junior’ Potter; regular humorous

ENGLAND EXPECTS

Coach travel to Englands match with Norway on Sunday 22nd May
costs just £9 (members) and £10 (non-members). Match tickets are
also available and details can be obtained fron Ken Marek at either our
programme shop or by telephoning 812388.

SEASON SUMMARY

I suspect that, if they were being honest to themselves, most Stoke
supporters would have been willing to settle for a respectable position
in the top half of the First Divsion this seasen. A consolidation
following last year's Second division Championship win, hopefully
helping to provide a firm foundation for a full-blooded assault on the
promotion places next term.

Well, that's just what we've had! Despite losing a manager, and top
striker, bringing in a new manager and the upheaval that causes, plus
recent back-room speculation, City will finish in the top ten. Two
cracking games (Notts County & Leicester) recently have shown
promise for just what the ‘Potters’ can do next season! We hope that
we will see you all then!

CLUB CONTACT

Throughout the summer you can write to the Secretary, 11 Westland
Street, Penkhull, Stoke-on-Trent, St4-7HE, or telephone (0782 744674)

NICHOLAS J MANSFIELD (SECRETARY) S.C.S.C.

articles - April's included a translation from the original
Norwegian Comic Strip ‘Ray of the Fjorders’; match reports,
information of forthcoming fixtures and a regular drinking
column - Hogshead reviewing where to get the best real ale
from when visiting the next ground where the Potters are
due to play.

Next season’s guide may include a regular eating feature -
where to get the best Balti etc.! - plus P.Ms very own World
of Sport, an A-Z of inferior sports nowhere near as good as
football, along with regular reviews, letters etc. In fact,
everything that the exiled Stoke City fan could ever

want and need.

For a sample copy and details of next year’s subscription,
please write to me, enclosing four first-class stamps: Julian
Boodell, 13 Glenhurst, 52 Foxgrove Road, Beckenham, Kent,
BR3 2DB (Tel. 081 658 4050).

NB - | am always an the look out for old Stoke City
programmes etc, especially pre 1955. Good prices paid.

PLAYER OF THE YEAR

Congratulations to this year's winner of the Stoke City
Southern Supporters Club ‘Player of the Year' award, who
after a very hard fought contest, is defender lan Cranson.
Not surprisingly it was Toddy Orlygsson who was a close
second. Gary Bannister even polled a vote from one
Scandinavian based fan who chose him as he is the only
Stoke player who has been sent off this season!

Nice one Lars!
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PAST
ENCOUNTERS

There have been 23 previous League
games between the ‘Potters’ and the
‘Hattewrs’ and at the moment we have
slightly the better overall record with
one more win under our belts than our

that had been extended because of the
ferocious winter.

Stoke needed to win to be promoted
and that is just what they achieved. On
a watered surface to slow down the
Luton team, the Stoke side inspired by
Stanley Matthews, Jackie Mudie and
Jimmy Mcllroy set about the task and

Red & white striped shiris,
white shoris

MATCH OFFICI

Referee:

MANAGER:

ALS

. | . J. M. ?

visitors. These are the results of those goals from Mudie and Mattjhews saw 1 MARK PBUDHOE TJ:“‘I‘:(EY is an e c;l:rﬁ\gf Vl:: Z(tz.rted
previous meetings (Stoke's score given us home 2-0 to herald one of the best 2 JOHN BUT‘F_E‘;D L W“i,'(: aRg:['?;:rn\;rg 04 years ago and
first in each case)... pitch invasions ever seen at Stoke! 3 LEE SAND ‘319"::::;% d through Gounty Seior an .

The Stoke team, led by skipper Eddie 41AN GRANSONON ‘\”r:r?(shire Leagues, the N-P.L- ? Tri:c:a; :
Season H A Stuart, took a well deserved salute 5 VINCE 0VEE$GSSON full Football Leﬂguﬁo‘;:;tggggt Wembley
1953-54 11 -0 ko e el . TODE‘\{{ g\‘?NN t:::%gg:ﬁi:;;‘fmnmg at Body-Tec n
1954-55 00 1-3 gﬁggﬂ‘:ﬁ:ﬁﬁgwned po i IGGINS Rotherham. His Hobbis include
1960-61 30 1-4 R ﬂi:‘::i::::ngm J. Barlow (red
ki el =l More recently one of the finest games trim flag) & :;;‘B';;';_“o
1862-63 A &0 seen at The Victoria Ground was that 4- “ellow"e:iﬂcial: Mr. C. T.
1974-75 4-2 0-0 4 draw in season 1982-83. 12 GARY BANNISTER :f::;:; (Walsall)
1977-78 0-0 21 Peter Fox was sent-off and Stoke, 14 NIGEL GLEGHORN
1978-79 0-0 0-0 down to 10 men, produced one of their GK PAUL STRANEY
1982-83 4-4 0-0 most rugged displays, the highlights
1983-84 2-4 1-0 being the pace and crosses of Mark
1984-85 0-4 0-2 Chamberlain who on the day was at his
1993-94 2 2-6 best. David Pleat was in charge of LIITﬂ“ Tﬂ“

Luton at that time and his experienced MANAGER: e Zie
Summary: side gave everything they had to sneak

Stoke have seven wins to their credit,
Luton six, with 10 draws including
eight goalless. A total of 58 goals have
been scored in the previous 23 tussles
and bearing in mind that almost a third
of these matches failed to produce a
goal, that gives an average of almost
four per game when goals have
materialised.

As you can see Luton have scored four
goals in each of their last three visits to
The Victoria Ground!

Stoke City-Luton Town fixtures have
created a number of high points in the
games played over the last 40 years.
Perhaps most symbloic was the

a victory, but Stoke came bouncing
back every time to earn a draw.

Mark Stein (pictured here) and many of
his brothers, emerged through the
youth ranks of Kenilworth Road. In
season 1987-88 Mark was top scorer
in League games at Luton with a total
of 11. It was a golden year for the
‘Hatters’ with Stein helping them to
Wembley twice in the Simod Cup (lost
4-1 to Reading) and in the League Cup
(beat favourites Arsenal 2-1).
Incidentally, such was the shirt
numbering at Luton that term that on
Stein's back was the number ‘5" !
Earlier this season Stoke forego a two-

White shirts, blue

trimmings, blue shorts

From

\EN SOMMER (6K) 13
MATCHBALL SpPONSORS JUERGEN NES LINTON 19

N HARPER 27
STOKE CcITY - AﬁuAN JAMES 4
SUPPORTERS CLU TREVOR EEEQ‘égg
0
' LFER 7
MEHBEHSI-“P ONLY £3.00 g@ng:[TgAKES 8
DAVID PREECE 10
For an application CERI HUGHES 12
form & details N HARTSON 14

Telephone Nic Mansfield

E15

contest staged here at The Victoria
Ground on 18th May 1963, this being
Stoke’s last home game of a season

goal Iéad at Kenilworth Road and : 674 MITCHELL
crashed to a disastrous 6-2 defeat on 0782 744 ANDY PETTEHSON (GK) 1

Gordon Marshall's debut day!

Peter Fox
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TETLEY BITTER ARE PROUD TO SPONSOR
STOKE CITY FOOTBALL CLUB
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