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now needed
after Cup

warm  welcome  this

Genuine characters

disappointment

ON THE BALL WITH DAVID PLEAT

evening to our visitors from

Wolverhampton: their players, officials and supporters and a

particularly warm welcome to their distinguished new manager
Graham Taylor. Whilst he was at Watford, we built up a healthy rival-
ry which served as motivation to both clubs.

Whatever you achieve in management
you should always be wiser for the experi-
ence. Graham has had a rough ride in some
quarters for the disappointment of
England’s failure to qualify for the World
Cup finals, but in the words of the old bard
‘unless you've been there, you haven't a
clue.’

We were all greatly disappointed by the
result on Saturday in the semi-final.
However, not for the reasons that many
may consider. The achievement of staying
with the game for six cup-ties in difficult
conditions finally caught up with us and
we lacked any threat come the big exami-
nation. The younger element must be bet-
ter for the experience and if they have
sound characters it will help their progress.

I never felt that Wembley was a sensible
venue. There were constant distrac-
tions and other elements came into
play. The pricing of the tickets was
beyond what our supporters should
be expected to pay. Strangely, we all
felt as though we were going to take
the game and the early indications
when we dominated possession

“WE MUST ACCEPT THE
DEFEAT WHILST NOT FOR
GETTING THE PRIDE

have given to our club. We must try and
take all the positive points that came from
our excellent cup run. 1 feel we have
learned a lot about ourselves, about our
players and, of course, about our staff. A
big thank you to the ticket office who sur-
vived ten traumatic days.

It is interesting to note that Bolton,
Wolves, Charlton, Oxford and Bristol City,
who grabbed all the FA Cup glory with
excellent performances to rid the competi-
tion of the bulk of the Premiership, appear
to have faltered in the final quarter of the

. season. There was one very positive sign

not suprisingly at Wembley when in the
pre-match game our under-18's gained a
good 2-0 win. Once again, it proved we rely
on home development and sound coach-
ing. We succumbed in the semi-final to the

proved that our preparations had rid HAVE G’VEN To OURCLUB»

ourselves of the Wembley ‘freeze’.

But indecision on the first well-

taken goal by Peacock slowed our stride
and although we dominated much of the
game until the last 20 minutes when
Chelsea were dangerous, we did not threat-
en the strength and organisation of the
Premiership team. We must accept the
defeat whilst not forgetting the pride we

K-N

outstanding finishing of a player who cost
them £1.25 million. We wish Chelsea
every success in the final and thank all our
marvellous supporters for giving us the
backing so appreciated by us all.

Mark Burke’s loan has been ended with
Wolves recalling him to cover for injuries

_ Luton Town Clubcall 0891 12 11 23

David Preece battles for possession with Chelsea goal hero Gavin Peacock at Wembley

on Saturday
in the final month. With Martin Williams
in plaster after a training injury and a
heavy game load at both reserve and first
team level between now and May 9, we
may be stretched. Let us hope we can take
some points quickly from the attractive
run-in and give some opportunities to
other young players. It is up front where
we lack enough competition to give us
alternatives and a striking total that would
put the club in the upper reaches of the
division. All the better sides have goal-scor-
ing front partnerships and it is interesting
to see the way Wolves have reacted to the
injury to Steve Bull which disrupted his
partnership with David Kelly, by loaning
from Aston Villa £1.5 million signing Guy
Whittingham who is doing well.

Enjoy the game this evening. Do not lose
the faith. It is always galling to have a set-
back within sight of the ultimate goal. It
has happened before and it will happen
again. It is a part of the game and we have
to recover from it. Thank-you for your sup-
port and also the support of tonight's
match sponsors the University of Luton.




Gallant Hatters

€arn numerous

plaudits as

Cup dream ends

CHELSEA V LUTON TOWN: WHAT THE PAPERS SAID

Wembley on Saturday. However, the side have earned the plaudits of

T he Hatters F.A. Cup dream finally ended beneath the Twin Towers at

the nation’s fans and media alike on their momentus run this
season. This point came across as Sunday’s newspapers were opened...

The Sunday Times led the way in praising
the brave Hatters when Deryk Brown stated:
‘Hats off to Luton. The Bedfordshire club
were by no means disgraced. The wonder was
that Luton were here at all, with Premier
League teams Newcastle and West Ham left
broken in their wake. It was their fourth
Wembley appearance in seven years, an
achievement in itself.’

bravery of Dmitri Kharine. But when Luton's
endeavour and exuberence spilled over into
illegal enthusiasm, they were forced to pay a
heavy price. Telfer’s tough challenge on Wise
resulted in a Sinclair free-kick, leading to
Peacock to strike with perfection into the bot-
tom corner.

‘Luton, continually practising the preach-
ing of their manager Pleat in passing the ball

Of the game, Brown
went on to say: ‘The first |. iy
half-hour was one of | ohd
Luton corners, of Luton *

with accuracy and percep-
tion often looked a
threat....The FA Cup ambi-
| tions of the gallant First

possession, but of [l "= g | Division side were finally
Peacock’s first goal..... 1\ laid as bare and as cold as
David Pleat, the manager ' the skinny streaker who
who had plotted the was to follow the second

upsets in previous rounds,
said that his men had still
been confident at half- SN
time, despite being 1-0
down. But the second goal
was a real kick in the teeth
and Preece and Harper ™%

were never allowed to dominate’.

Norman Fox in The Independent was
equally as generous in his praise of the
Hatters, and David Pleat in particular, when
he commented: 'David Pleat keeps proving
that he is a more accomplished manager than
many who start with greater advantages.
Simply by getting Luton past Newcastle and
West Ham and into the last four was extraor-
dinary. Earlier this season, somebody men-
tioned that this was the Chinese Year of the
Dog. Pleat would not know that Luton would
become the last to dog their pedigree
chums......’

Looking at the game in more detail, Joe
Mellon reported in the Mail on Sunday:
‘Luton began in a storm and were unfortu-
nate that the former Chelsea hero Kerry
Dixon should be denied the ecstatic emotion
of a goal only by the positional sense and

The Town players take their final bow as their mar-
up run comes to an end on Saturds

strike from Peacock just
two minutes after half-
time.’

Brian  Glanville has
never been one to mince
his words when he said in

! The People: ‘Luton did
well to reach the semi-fina I stage, but on the
day were outclassed’. Maybe. Maybe not. But
this has been a run to remember.

Who could forget Scott Oakes’ hat-trick
against West Ham? Or Tony Thorpe’s thun-
derous effort at Newcastle? Or even Paul
Telfer's sweeping winner against Southend
in round three? The final word, therefore
must go to Bob Harris in the Sunday Mirror,
who finished his report by saying: ‘There is
no doubt that Pleat has enough talent in the
likes of Linton, Telfer, Hughes, Oakes and
Hartson for this to be the start rather than
the end for them'.

This season’s FA Cup had brought plenty
of joy and a vast number of happy memories
for Town fans. The achievement of reaching
Wembley was tremendous. We wait with
baited breath for next season...

MOTOR SALVAGE AUCTIONS

WE ARE THE LEAGUE LEADERS

b}

" CORBY - REDBOURN - SANDTOFT - WESTBURY

-

T P Pt — B
TELEPHONE: 0582792690 - FOR DETAILSL

DUNSTABLE ROAD - REDBOURN  HERTS - AL3 7PX




Kenilworth Road Stadium,

1, Maple Road, Luton, Beds LU4
BAW.

Tel: (0582) 411622

Fax: (0582) 405070.

Clubcall: 0891 12 11 23 (48p per
min peak, 36p off peak)

President: E.S. Pearson

Chairman and
Managing Director:
D.A. Kohler, Bsc. (Hons) ARICS

Directors: P. Collins, N, Terry, C.
Bassett, C. Green

Vice Presidents: R.L. Banks, C.
Bygraves, R. Safranek,

J. Hudson, D. Ludlow,

P. Ireton.

Secretary: John Smylie
Manager: David Pleat

Coaches: John Moore,
Wayne Turner, Terry Westley

Physiotherapist: Andy McDade

Youth Development Officer:
Paul Lowe

Scouting: Les Shannon

Commercial:

Kathy Leather (Manager),

Cherry Newbery (Admin Manager),
Gary Hooper (Executive)

Medical Officer: Dr Bill Berry
Club Dentist: A. Chris BDS (Syd)

Re-arranged

dates now
confirmed

ON THE INSIDE BY JOHN SMYLIE

B All our Endsleigh League
Division One matches, which
were previously postponed,
have now been re-arranged.
The new fixture dates are as
follows:  West  Bromwich
Albion (at home) will be
played on Tuesday 3rd May,
kick off 7.45 pm. Bolton
Wanderers (away) will be
played on Thursday Sth May,
kick off 7.30 pm.

B With these notes written
prior to our F.A. Cup semi-
final with  Chelsea at
Wembley, I am assuming that
a result was obtained and
tonight's fixture will proceed,
thus avoiding the necessity to
re-arrange yet another date.

B Our South East Counties
League youth game versus
Tottenham Hotspur, which
was due to be played on
Saturday last (April 9), was
postponed to enable our
youth team to participate in a
15 minutes each-way game as
pre-match entertainment,
prior to the semi-final. No
new date has been arranged
for this fixture.

B Finally, I would like to
extend a word of thanks to
our ticket office staff, both
permanent and part-time, for
all their hard and dedicated
work during our FA Cup run.
They have approached their
task with patience and dedica-
tion despite their long hours.
Having been in there on sev-
eral occasions, [ am not so
sure that the old saying that
“the customer is always right”
is completely true. I am sure
that there have been many
times when they will have bit-
ten their tongues in frustra-
tion rather than enter into a
verbal confrontation.

B The Bobbers Travel Club
inform me that coaches for
the trip to Wolves on April 23
will depart from Cranfield at
10.30 am and from Luton at
11.30 am, and will cost adults
£6.50 and children/OAP’s
£5.20. For bookings, please
contact Paul Deason on
(0234) 750996.

Honours

Littlewoods Cup winners 1987-88

SAFETY NOTE

The Chairman and Directors of Luton

tonight

Let's hope for
similar support

CAPTAIN’S COLUMN BY TREVOR PEAKE

fter our Cup exploits at Wembley on Saturday, it's time to con-
centrate on our league campaign. We want to finish as high as we
possibly can to complete, what has been, a very exciting season

for us all.

When I sat back and reflected on my FA Cup
final appearance for Coventry City in 1987, |
never expected to reach such highs again.
However, Saturday's semi-final appearance
came very,very close.

[ felt so proud to lead a team out at Wembley
and to see so many people supporting Luton
Town was fabulous. That will probably stick
with me more than the match itself. To see
Luton Town fans smiling, cheering and enjoy-
ing themselves as our coach travelled to the
ground, had all the players talking.

It brought back fine memories for all of us
who had played at Wembley before. Kerry
Dixon, John Dreyer, David Preece, Alan Harper
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Kerry Dixon - passing on his valuable
experience.

and myself were all able to pass on our experi-
ence to the younger members of the side. They
looked apprehensive at the start of the day, but
grew to enjoy the occasion. After all, playing at
Wembley is the pinnacle to any player's career.

I am hoping many of those fans who went to
the game will stick with us, and the crowd
tonight will be an improvement on recent home
games. We cannot over-emphasise how impor-
tant the crowd can be, particularly at home.

Focussing on our league campaign is all-
important now. Wolves will certainly give us a
tough test and it is important that we pick our-
selves up and last the full 90 minutes. They will
be determined to impress the new boss Graham
Taylor, and they probably believe that they
have a chance of making the play-offs.

For us, a couple more league wins should see
us safe. What we all want is to go into the con-
gested fixture list at the end of the season,
already assured of our place in the First Division
next season.

Pl A

Enjoy the game and keep singing!

FA Cup finalists 1958-59
Littlewoods Cup finalists 1988-89
Simod Cup finalists 1987-88
Champions - Division Three (S) 1936-37
Champions - Division Four 1967-68
Champions - Division Two 1981-82

Editorial : Collings Communications,

PR and Media Consultants, Hitchin, Herts,

Tel: 0462 441068 Fax: 0462 441069
Pictures: Apex Photography (0908) 221010/Luton Herald & Post
Design and print: McLeod Warner Limited, Luton. Tel: 0582 38389

€ Luton Town Clubcall 0891 12 11 23 ,

Town Football Club undertake to ensure as far
as humanly possible that all activities that take
place at the Kenilworth Stadium are conduct-
ed in such a way that, as far as is reasonably
practicable, the safety of everyone working at
or attending the stadium is assured.

The club's primary responsibility through
the Safety Officer, Officials, Staff and Stewards
will be to ensure the reasonable safety of those
attending the stadium.

The Station with'
More Winning Ways




ON MGTO’R"— m_—— "New advanced

computer systems and many new schemes
mean lower motor premiums from Endsleigh”

0908 675866
648/652 Silbury Blvd., Milton Keynes

campaign

After the intense excitement of our
Wembley F.A. Cup semi-final appear-
ance on Saturday, the Hatters must put
all Cup talk out of their heads and con-
centrate on the league, says midfielder
David Preece. "It is important to keep our
momentum going," states Mini. "The
Cup run has meant our fixture list is now
congested for the final few weeks of the
season. We could end up playing four
games in a week, so it is important that
we are free of the relegation struggle by
then and do not have to worry. We prob-
ably need a couple more wins, and three
points against Wolves would be a good
start."

OWN UP, WHO FELL FOR IT?

Town fans flooded the Kenilworth
Road switchboards last Friday, with the
news on Chiltern Radio that the club
had been thrown out of the F.A. Cup.
David Kohler explained on air that West
Ham would be in the semi-finals after
they complained to the F.A. about the
Kenilworth Road floodlights. Mr Kohler
also stated that he would be having an
interview with the Queen and

Archbishop of Canterbury to enlist their

Time to focus
on our league

support. The callers to the club were
thanked, and gently asked to note the
date. It was April 1...

HOME FIXTURE NOW ARRANG

Our home fixture with West
Bromwich Albion has been re-arranged
for Tuesday, May 3, kick-off 7.45 pm, fol-
lowing the Football League's approval
last week.

PROGRAMME FAIR |

We have been informed by The
Football Programme Directory that the
20th International Programme Fair takes
place at the Hotel Russell, Russell Square,
London on Saturday, June 4, 1994.
Admission is by ticket only and will cost
60p in advance or £1.60 at the door. (col-
lectors under-16 - 60p). To order your
ticket, please write to: The Editor &
Events Organiser, The FPD, 66 Southend
Road, Wickford, Essex SS11 8EN.

MEDIA MADNESS

Cup fever hit Kenilworth Road last
Wednesday when over 50 guests from
the media descended on the club for
their Semi-Final previews. The blanket
coverage the following morning certain-
ly put the Hatters on the map!

TONIGHT’S REFEREE

Peter Foakes, from Clacton in Essex, is
a schoolteacher by profession. He is mar-
ried with two daughters and a son,
and commenced refereeing in 1972 he
progressed via the Colchester, Essex
Senior and Football Combination
Leagues, to the full League list in 1987.




SUPPLIED

BY

absolute performance

MITRE SPORTS INTERNATIONAL LTD.

BIRKBY, HUDDERSFIELD, HD1 SAJ. TEL: 0484 537488. FAX: 0484 530042

A GENESCO Company

We've got the

FIND US IN YOUR LOCAL YELLOW PAGES.

= TIMBER & BUILDING MATERIALS

EWSON

Jewson lot nationwide.

Fans’
Forum

HATTERS ABROAD

Dear Sir,

The Luton Town message is spreading across
Europe. Please find enclosed a picture taken of
Bob Smith and myself outside the Atomium in
Brussells last month. It was taken during our trip
around Europe, in which we visited 12 countries
by car in one week.

Good luck for the rest of the season.
Grant Boone, 16 Aycliffe Drive, Grove Hill,
Hemel Hempstead, Herts HP2 6DE.

PRAISE FROM THE OPPOSING SIDE

Dear Sir,

As you can see from my address, I come from
David Pleat's home town. Despite this, 1 have
supported West Ham for many years and regular-
ly attend matches.

So, after the relaxed, confident and skilful way
Luton out-played the Hammers in the F.A. Cup, |
thought 1I'd write to offer David my congratula-
tions on the fine job he is doing. It's nice to know
someone is trying to succeed by playing football.

It will be a pleasure to watch Luton Town play
again.

lain Potter, 7 Fletcher Road, Beeston, Nottingham
NG9 2EL.

GREETINGS FROM THE STATES

Dear Sir,
I thought 1 would write to let you know that I
am the player-manager of Luton Longshots, a

soccer club in Connecticut, USA. The team was
founded by an ardent Luton fan twelve years ago.
He has now returned home, but we continue to
play under the name he christened us with.

We have had much success in our local leagues
and plan to participate in the New York League
next season.

We plan to tour London in September after the
World Cup, and will be visiting Kenilworth Road
to return to our roots!

Kind regards,

Lee Brown, 60 Strawberry Hill, Apartment 517,
Stamford, CT. 06902 U.S.A.

THE RED LION
MILTON BRYAN

A TRADITIONAL ENGLISH PUB WITH AN EMPHASIS ON
EXCELLENT HOME-MADE FOOQD.

OUR EXTENSIVE MENU RANGES FROM POTATO SKINS,
SOUP, HOT ‘N’ SPICY PRAWNS, THROUGH TO STEAK,
MUSHROOM AND GUINNESS PIE, FISHERMAN'S
CRUSTY PIE, LASAGNE AND OUR EXCELLENT
CUMBRIAN HIGH TEA.

A SPECIAL BOARD IS ALWAYS AVAILABLE WITH DISH-
ES FOR THE MORE ADVENTUROUS OFFERING PORK
FILLETS, VENISION AND THE EXCELLENT 160Z T-

BONE STEAK.

OUR BEERS ARE ALL TRADITIONAL HAND-PULLED
ALES AND ARE ONLY £1.00 BETWEEN 6.00PM AND
7.00PM MONDAY-SATURDAY.

WE ARE ALSO AVAILABLE FOR WEDDINGS, PARTIES
AND GARDEN BARBEQUES. TELEPHONE FOR RESERVA-
TIONS OR EVEN BETTER, JUST DROP IN, YOU MIGHT
EVEN BUMP INTO A LUTON TOWN PLAYER. WE ARE
ONLY FIVE MINUTES FROM M1, JUNCTION 12
BETWEEN TODDINGTON AND WOBURN.

BRING THIS ADVERT ANY MONDAY EVENING AND
RECEIVE 10 PER CENT OFF YOUR FOOD BILL,




. Action

PICTURES BY JOSH LEVY

EEE E ] -
Paul Telfer remains as calm as ever, as his
opponents prepare to pounce.

From: Kenilworth Road
Date: April 2, 1994

LUTON TOWN 2
(Dixon 2)

PETERBOROUGH UNITED 0
Attenda' 8,398

v -
John Hartson's header hits the post, but was followed
up by Kerry Dixon for the Town's opening goal

T

“ ' Hartson
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again caus.

es Vconfusi'on in the 'Posh’

- defence.




FOR GREAT BARGAINS
ALL YEAR ROUND

Pay a visit to
LUTON ARNDALE
MARKET

A Centre for
all Seasons

Whatever the Season
there’s always

something new at the
Luton Arndale Centre.

From the latest fashions
to spectacular
Christmas displays.

From lively school

holiday entertainment
to the massive summer
sales.

Luton Arndale Centre

Providing you with so much more

R, TR DR, R
Special 10% reduction off local rates for all

of our fellow supporters of Luton Town FC

AN EXTENSIVE RANGE OF:

* CARS, VANS & TRUCKS.

e FULLY INCLUSIVE RATES WITH
UNLIMITED MILEAGE.

® 24 HOUR NATIONAL HOTLINE HELPLINE.

* AA/RAC COVER.

KENNING

CAR AND VAN RENTAL

LUTON 0582 455333

24-34 Crawley Road.

BY CHERRY NEWBERY

Luton Town v Crystal Palace

ENDSLEIGH INSURANCE LEAGUE DIVISION ONE

Saturday, April 16, 1994 - kick-off 3.00 pm
Tickets for this match are now on sale. Normal
league prices and guesting facilities.

Bristol City v Luton Town

ENDSLEIGH INSURANCE LEAGUE DIVISION ONE
Tuesday, 19, 1994 - kick-off 7.45 pm

Terracing only is available for Luton supporters,
priced £6.50 (no concessions). Pay on the night at
turnstiles 51-57 in Ashton Road.

Wolverhampton Wanderers v Luton TO

ENDSLEIGH INSURANCE LEAGUE DIVISION ONE
Saturday, April 23, 1994 - kick-off 3.00 pm

THIS IS AN ALL TICKET MATCH FOR LUTON SUPPORTERS

Seats only priced at £7.00 (no concessions), and are
available from the Ticket Office in Kenilworth Road
until 5.00 pm on Friday, April 22. No tickets will be
available on the day of the match.

Luton Town v Millwall

ENDSLEIGH INSURANCE LEAGUE DIVISION ONE
Tuesday, April 26, 1994 - kick-off 7.45 pm
Tickets are now available at normal league prices.
normal guesting facilities apply.

Ticket Office Hours
Monday - 1 5
Non- Matchsﬂ:grdq;s” wm;;”mm supporters coach leaves
Match Saturday 9am - kick-off, after the match 4.45 pm - 5.15 pm
Forbookmgs; membership and enquiries, ring the Ticket Office on (0582)
416976. Supporters to order by credit card can do so by using the
24-hour Credit Card Hotline on (0582) 30748,

Ticket Office
‘news update

Travelling to...

Bristol City

Address: Ashton Gate,
Bristol BS3 2E].

Telephone: (0272) 632812
Take the M1 south to junction
6a. Branch left (signs Heathrow)
to join M25 to junction 15.
Branch left (signs The West) then
keep right to join M4 to junction
19. Branch left (signs Bristol) to
join M32. At Bristol, follow signs
Taunton (A38) to leave by
Hotwell Road, then join A3029
(sign posted South West). In"1.8
miles, branch  left (signs
Taunton) into Winterstoke Road,
then turn left into Marsh Road
for ground.

Wolves

Address: Molineux
Grounds, Wolverhampton
WV1 4QR.

Telephone: (0902) 712181
Take the M1 north to junction
19. Branch left to join the M6
(signs The North West) to junc-
tion 10. Follow signs
Wolverhampton (A454) to
Willenhall. At traffic signals,
continue forward, then at round-
about take the third exit (junc-
tion with Ring Road). At round-
about, take 4th exit into Ring
Road then in 0.8 miles turn right
into Waterloo Road for ground.

Directions courtesy of the
Automobile Association.

Calls cost 36p per min cheap rate or 48p per min all other times




Spotlight

on tonight’s

visitors

B Wolverhampton Wanderers visit Kenilworth
Road this evening in a last-gasp attempt to reach
the First Division play-offs come the end of the sea-
son. All-in-all, it has been a disappointing season
for the Molineux faithful, particularly after it began
with such optimism following the big-money sign-
ings of David Kelly, Geoff Thomas and Kevin Keen.
The final pieces appeared to be in place for a defi-
nite promotion push.

M The expectations rose even higher following a
3-1 opening day victory against Bristol City. A
draw at Birmingham City and a 2-0 victory against
Millwall secured their place amongst the front-run-
ners. However, they then slumped as dramatically
as they had risen, winning only one of their next
ten league matches. Fans called for manager
Graham Turner's head and the media men jumped
on the bandwaggon as the side found themselves
in the bottom six.

B Serious knee injuries to leading goalscorer
Steve Bull and club captain Geoff Thomas have not
helped matters, but the season was kept alive
thanks to a fine F.A. Cup run. Crystal Palace were
defeated in round three (1-0), Port Vale in round

Back row aq!lbrﬁhﬂ“rhulcaﬂ,hﬁnk
Middle row (lIeft to right) szevenuuuarkmmr :
Ihmﬂnmvaqiasﬁﬂm}aﬁukﬂmmkhunﬁﬂmnkbayGaqdkndmyamn,),Gnﬂhun unt ﬁudﬂﬂRQF?>
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four (2-0) and Premiership Ipswich Town in round
five (2-1 in a replay). Chelsea were all that stood
between themselves and a place in a Wembley
semi-final, but Glenn Hoddle's side triumphed 1-0,
and Wolves were out. That result sparked the end
of Graham Turner's rein at the club and another
Graham, Taylor was appointed. A few Wolves fans
have their doubts about the former England boss,
but are hoping he can repeat the club form he
showed at Watford and Aston Villa.

W A play-off place can still be achieved, and
Taylor will be hoping his side can build on their
display in his first game in charge - a 3-1 win at
Bolton Wanderers. With their impressive, new-
look stadium now complete, the club are obvious-
ly geared towards the Premiership. And backed by
the money of club president Jack Hayward, they
have every chance. If promotion is missed this sea-
son, captain Thomas still urges the fans to remain
patient. "It would be ideal to get promotion this
season, but the most important thing for me is that
[ am at a club going in the right direction. I've
signed a four year contract, and by the end of it |
fully expect to be challenging the best teams on an
equal footing."

MIKE STOWELL (goalkeeper) - A former understudy
to Neville Southall at Goodison Park, Mike was signed
from Everton in July 1990. He had previously served
Wolves on loan during 1988/89 and made the first-team
spot his own last season after a long spell out with a knee
injury.

ANDY THOMPSON (defender) - Andy started his
career with West Bromwich Albion, but after failing to
establish himself at The Hawthorns, moved to Molineux
in 1986 for £35,000. He has made over 200 league appear-
ances for Wolves and has won Division Four and Division
Three honours with the club.

MARK VENUS (defender) - Mark started his career
with his home-town club Hartlepool, before joining
Leicester City in 1985. He moved to Molineux three years
later, making his debut in a 1-0 win against Peterborough
United.

PAUL BLADES (defender) - Paul started his career with
Derby County, and made 166 appearances for the Rams
before joining Norwich City for £700,000 in 1990. He
joined Wolves in 1992-93 and has established himself at
the heart of the defence.

PETER SHIRTLIFF (defender) - Peter joined Wolves
from Sheffield Wednesday in August 1993. He started his
career at Hillsborough before moving to Charlton
Athletic. Three vears and 102 league appearances later he
returned to Wednesday for £500,000.

MARK RANKINE (midfield) - Signed from Doncaster
Rovers for £70,000 in January 1992, Mark started his career
at Everton and had a spell at Aston Villa, before his career
took off at BelleVue.

DARREN FERGUSON (midfield) - Darren joined
Wolves from Manchester United earlier this season in a
£500,000 deal. He made his debut for United in 1990-91,
but failed to command a regular place in the side.

PAUL C OOK (mn:lﬂeld) Paul started his career with
Marine but made his league bow with Wigan Athletic,
where he became known for his goalscoring exploits from
midfield. He signed for Norwich in 1988, but a year later
he was on the move again - to Wolves - for £250,000.

PAUL BIRCH (midfield) - Paul made a name for him-
self in the Midlands with Aston Villa, where he made over
150 league appearances. He spent 11 seasons at Villa Park
before moving to Molineux for £400,000 in February
1991,

KEVIN KEEN (midfield) - A £750,000 signing from
West Ham United, Kevin joined the Hammers from school
in 1984. An England youth international, he made over
200 appearances for the London club.

GUY WHITTINGHAM (forward) - Guy set the First
Division alight last season with his record breaking goal
haul for Portsmouth. Such form prompted a £1.5 million
move to Aston Villa during the summer, although his
career under Ron Atkinson has failed to materialise as yet.
He was loaned to Wolves recently as cover for the injured
Steve Bull.

DAVID KELLY (forward) - David began his career in
the Midlands with Walsall, before joining West Ham
United and Leicester City in quick succession. He joined
Newcastle United in December 1991 and his goal haul
fired the Magpies into the top-flight. He joined Wolves for
£750,000 in June 1993.

CYRILLE REGIS (forward) - Cyrille joined Wolves on
a free transfer in August 1993 from Aston Villa. He started
his career in the Midlands with West Bromwich Albion in
1977 and also played for Coventry City, whom he joined
from the Throstles for £300,000 in 1984.

year later.

He had reached his peak with the club and felt a new challenge was
needed. In 1987 he joined Aston Villa, whom he led to the runners-up

spot in the First Division - again to Liverpool - in 1990.

Later that year he was appointed England boss, and led the country
to the 1992 European Championships. However, its failure at leading
England to the 1994 World Cup finals ultimately cost him his job. His

raham Taylor started his

Footbal! League career as
a full-back with Grimsby
Town. He made 215 appearances
for the club before moving on to
Lincoln City in 1968, where he
later become player/coach under
David Herd. He was forced to
retire from the game in 1972 due
to a hip injury, but was shortly
appointed the Imps'
where he remained until 1977,
That year he joined Watford,
where he proved to be a resound-
ing success, leading the club
from the Fourth to
Division in four years. In 1983
the club finished second behind
Liverpool in the Division One table, and reached the FA Cup final a

manager,

Position

the First

club record cannot be faulted though, and he was appointed Wolves'
manager last month, following the departure of Graham Turner.
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THE EVENT

In June 1996 the European Championship Finals will be held in England for the very first time. With sixteen
nations competing for the trophy, dramatically won by Denmark in 1992, the tournament will not only be
the largest Evropean Championship ever, but will also be the greatest sporting event held in England since
the 1966 World Cup. Hosting the tournament is a great honour for the English game after some
challenging times and is a great reward for all genuine foothall fans in this country.

TICKETS

Euro 96 will offer o feast of foothall
from many of the world’s best
players. The ticketing strategy for
Euro 96 breaks new ground in terms
of both availobility and pricing and
provides o great opportunity for
foothall supporters throughout the
country. Unusually for o major
international football tournament,
it will be possible to buy o ticket
for an individual match. Previously
supporters  have had to huy
packages of tickets for several
matches. However, tickets for the
knock-out stages of the tournament
(Quarters, Semis and Final) will be
ollocated on o 'loyalty” basis. This
means that priority will be given
to fans who have supported Euro 96
in its early stages (by buying tickets
to at least three group games).

PRICES

A single match ticket to witness
the excitement of Euro 96 can cost
us little os £15. It is also possible

IJEF‘

BUro96
Eeglans

to see, for example, six matches
during Euro 96 (three group games,
a Quarter-Final, a Semi-Final and
the Final) for just £160. This is
good valve by any standards and
exceptional when compared with o
similar package on offer at this
year's World Cup currently costing
more than £300.

A direct debit scheme specially
created for Euro 96 will also enable
foothall fans to spread the cost of
tickets over a period of six months.

‘FOOTBALL
FAMILY’

Euro 96 will capture the imagina-
tion of football fans everywhere.
To enable as many supporters
as possible to be part of the
experience, a "Football Family" has
been created. This Foothall Family
includes season ticket holders and
members at all FA Premier League
and Foothall League Clubs who
will be offered priority to apply for
EURD 96 tickets before they go on
sale to the general public in the
summer of 1994,

APPLICATION FORMS AND INFORMATION
Ticket application forms for Euro 96 are available now from all FA Premier League Club and Football League Club ticket

offices for season ticket holders and club members. For further information telephone Euro 96 on 078 274 1996.

EURD 96 is a department of The Football Association

LUTON TOVVN REPLICA KI TS FOR ALL THE FAMILY

I-SHIRTS

S.M. L. XL.. ceeeeessenennsesenssssssssssssessasesasssaress 9,99
ALL-OVER PRINT T-SHIRT

i XL e L 0
CHILDRENS T-SHIRT

B4 576 B NEARS i i Do E 5199,
SHIRTS

227/24" 26"/28" 307/32” coorreerrresrererressenssnssnenns £:24.99
347/36" 38" /40" 427 /447 /46" ..orrorerrrrrerrrrrsn £29.99

GOAL-KEEPER SHIRTS
22" /24" 267 /28" 30%/32" ......i..
SMALL/MEDIUM/LARGE/XL

SHORTS

24" 2B ..iciinisisisansivssivsansisanessuisssnissonssennsessasessensnss £14.99
B BB iissmssissipeciis rEs s nm s Ak as s setmpa s et LAY F D)
SOCKS

_IUNIOR T T T O T S s
SENIOR.. B e e 1 1L 1
D.M.F. SWEATSHIRT

.5 B . 0 T ety NOW £19.99
PROMO JACKET

SHELL SUITS

26”/28" 30”/32" .. s prryeet oty o Lo H ]
SMALL/MEDIUM/LAR(-E/XL s B 998
SCARVES

PRINTED SCARE coviivssiiasvicmsisemimsavssppassnmsspisnsssanshndnd
JAQUARD SCARF .....cccommsansissssssessasonsasssionsanesrss g I
HATS

BRONX HAT -..£5.99

LUTON HOME LEAGUE MATCHES ON VIDEO...£9.99
NO COMMENTARY
ALSO, NEWCASTLE F.A. CUP (HOME) ALL
CARDIFF FA. CUP (AWAY) /............£9.99
NO COMMENTARY

SOUVENIRS
TEAM MUGS s iicimrmnissacssisssnsnosssnasarsusisansssnssnssssasssioi 3
TEAM PENNANTS
MINI PENNANT .
MEDIUM... sampems
CAR TEAM MINI KITS
PROGRAMME BlNl)ER
SEW-ON BADGE ...........
BLAZER BADGE ....
ENAMEL BADGE ..
CLUB TIE: ..
KEY RINGS ...
LIGHTERS ....
PENS i
PENCILS ...

... FROM £1.99
....£9.99

RUBBERS..
WALLETS weimsimstimes vl neviesmuaises £4.99
CLOCKS........
RULERS ...coeee

MINI TEDDY ....
LEISURE WEAR

LTFC POLO SHIRTS

SM/MED/LARGE/XL

ASSORTED COLOURS... S O AR Bt 1 B
OLD FASHIONED F()OTBALL SHIRT
COTTON DRILL TRAINING TOPS...
EMBROIDERED T-SHIRT...............
BLACK FOIL T-SHIRT .......
ENJOY LUTON T-SHIRT .....cccrvivrenne -£12.99
REMEMBER, REMEMBER T-SHIRT ......
LUTON ARE MAGIC CHILDRENS T-SHIRT .................£8.99
3RD SHIRTS...........ceiviennrvnssananen . ARE NOW IN STOCK
3RD SHORTS ... ARE NOW IN STOCK

Shirt Printing Service now available
Take advantage of our mail order facility

KENILWORTH SHOP OPENING TIMES
WEEKDAYS 10AM - 5PM
SATURDAY MATCH DAYS 10AM - 3PM AND 4.45 - 5.30PM

OTHER SATURDAYS 10AM - 1PM

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS WELCOME

TELEPHONE AND CREDIT CARD HOTLINE
0582 450004




LEISURE DANCE
& ALL TYPES OF
SPORTS WEAR

ALWAYS IN STOC

SKI-WEAR NOW AVAILABLE
ALSO LARGE RANGE
OF SKI-WEAR HIRE

4 Nursery Parade, Marsh Rd,
Leagrave, Luton LU3 2QP
Tel: 0582 571322

quality service for over 25 years
and still the only number
you'll ever need

0582
413330

complete package to
commerce & industry

Local Authority and
Health Authority contractors

Plowmans |

Luton

Manager: David Pleat

Colours: White/Blue Shirts,
Blue/White Shorts
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Official bajl sponsor

REFEREE:
P.L. Foakes (Clacton-on-Sea)

LINESMEN:
G.P. Barber (red trim)
JJ Wilkinson (red/yellow trim)

FOURTH OFFICIAL:

P.A Staples
And E Paul
Petterson U Jones

Guy Whittingham /9

Wolves

Manager: Graham Taylor

Colours: Gold Shirts
Black Shorts

1 I

Mike Stowell

s OOH AH

Andy Thompson 2| Cavity Wall have you got

CAVITY WALL

Save your ewesgy with

British Gas”
Paul Blades Eastern

CAVITY WALL
Peter Shirtliff 6=‘

INSULATION S$ERV3CE

Mark Venus 3!

Mark Rankine 4

w

Darren Ferguson |7 : For dotaite contact
& A L0 CHILTERNS DISTRICT
Paul Cook 8. Tel: (0582) 481810

David Kelly 10

Kevin Keen 11

The Red Lion

su Bs Toddington Road
Milton Bryan
i Nr. Wob
! Paul /14 bl

Regis — Birch

Tel: 0525 210044

N — THE PERFECT MATCH

of You'll do a great deal better with us!

Vauxhall Main dealers, 15 Hitchin Road, Luton.

Tel: 454666



(ECUTIVE MEMBERS

KENILWORTH

SUITE

Anachem Ltd

Mr G. Chamberlain

Fisher Frozen Foods Ltd

F & T Goodwin Ltd

Grosvenor Contracts

Handscombe Financial Services Ltd
R.W. Harvey & Son

M. J. Foods

Origination

Radley Shaw

Regal Litho

Steadfast Properties PLC

Wilton Contract and Vehicle Rental

G

MSLEOD
N

LIMITED

K] Electrolux

scmv

&
Graham

COMPUTER AND BUSINESS STAITIONERY

A
e

CLUB 82

T.J. Aldridge Builders
Bevengrace Ltd

Bervale Mead Insurance Brokers
C.P. Contracts

].S.B. Business Forms
Luton Cleaning Company
Nordic Supplies

Mr F.W. Pearce

Mr J. Peters

Shorey Travel

Space Display Systems
Techno Sign Ltd

INDIVIDUAL BOX HOLDERS

Mr Alan Garner
Mr Malcolm Eade
Mr Roger Eade

EXECUTIVE BOXHOLDERS

S

VAUXHALL

British Gas”
\ Eastern

Est. 1962

JUNIOR HATTERS

e welcome the junior supporters of Wolverhampton
Wanderers who have travelled to be with us tonight. We hope

you enjoy your short stay at Kenilworth Road, and we look

forward to seeing you again soon.

If you went to Wembley on Saturday, I hope you
had a good time. Wasn't it great seeing so many Luton
fans enjoying themselves, dressed up in blue and
white? There was a a real carnival atmosphere at the
game and it was pleasing to see so many Junior Hatters
enjoying themselves.

One particular Junior Hatter who | know enjoyed
himself was Martyn Goodyear. He was our mascot for
the day, having been chosen in a draw made by Ceri
Hughes at our game with Peterborough United. "It was
absolutely brilliant," said Martyn. "The noise of the
crowd was really loud and to meet the team, particu-
larly Ceri Hughes, was a dream come true. | will never
forget the day, and | would like to thank Luton Town
for making it all possible.”

MATCH DAY MASCOT

Remember, we will be at home again on Saturday
when Crystal Palace are the visitors to Kenilworth
Road. Why not visit our Saturday Club? From 11.30
am - 5.00 pm on home match Saturdays, the club is
fully supervised and you can enjoy 5-a-side games,
football coaching, table tennis, snooker, video games,
films, lunch and a ticket to the match. The cost is only
£5.00 or £3.00 for season ticket holders, so book now
on (0582) 416976.

Finally, we are now taking bookings for our mini-
soccer courses for under 6's, 7's, 8's and 9's. They will
run on Saturday mornings throughout May, June, and
July and will cost only £20 for ten one-hour sessions.
Please contact Paul Lowe on (0582) 411622 for an
application form.

JUNIOR HATTERS TRAVEL

Name: Barry Cook

Date of Birth: 24.1.84
School Attended:
Sundon Park Junior Sch.
Hobbies:

Football and karate
Favourite Luton player:
David Preece

Local team you play for:
Sundon Park Rangers
Who accompanies you to Luton matches:
My dad

SPONSORED BY LUTON AND
DUNSTABLE PIZZA HUT

“Hut.

Travel arrangements for the away game at
Wolves are as follows:

23.494 Wolves - depart Kenilworth Road
forecourt: 10.00 am
Arrive home approximately 6.30 pm.

Please note these times are subject to Junior
Hatters playing football against Wolves in the
morning of the game.

The price for all matches this season has been
fixed at £5.00 for Junior Hatters and £8.00 for
accompanying adults (price includes ticket for
the match). Booking and payment can be made
via the Ticket Office up to four days prior to the
match.

JUNIOR HATTERS’ BIRTHDAYS THIS MONTH '

April 12 - April 15: James Bonner, Isabelle Robinson-Young, Joseph Fitchett, Shane Brookes, Callum Mahoney,
Samantha Werr, Vincent Bruce, Sarah Spratley, Darren Coughlan, David Mitchener, Matthew Wilmot, Josh Tidy,
Dean Edwards, Stuart Short, lan Coward, Daniel Lewis, Paul Bertrand, Edmond Potts, James Keep, Philip Wells,
Mark Ball, Paul Farmer, Mark Herbert, Chris Gimbel, Daniel Cook, James Beechey. Happy birthday to you all!

‘zz Luton Town Clubcall 0891 12 11 23 | 2:’



H%Iping the

ost important
football

Foothall is much more than a game of 90 minutes. Every
day clubs throughout Britain are providing recreational
and sporting opportunities for their local communities.

Much of this has been achieved with the help of the
Football Trust. As part of its commitment to Football,
The Trust has granted £4M ro set up the Narional Tootball
and Community Development Scheme.

Bringing club and community together, Trust-backed
initiatives have provided a variety of local amenities,
including:
® Arrificial pirches for local reams
® (Coaching for youngsters
® Support for women's foothall
®  Facilities for people with disabilities

The Football Trust is helping the game at all levels.

17
SZMLs THE FOOTBALL TRUST
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)) Helping the game

~ for the greatest Hits of All Time

‘ and Unrivalled Daily Sports News!

SUPERGOLD 828 AM
in Herts, Beds & Bucks

S

WE

MET AT
KENILWORTH
RoAD

Wolves striker Steve Bull
struck a controversial equaliser
when the two sides met at
Kenilworth Road last April.
Until then, the Hatters looked
likely of achieving their first
league double of the season,
thanks to Philip Gray's 19th
goal of the season in the 52nd
minute.

However, Bull appeared to
push John Dreyer on his way to
netting the equaliser ten min-
utes from time, which left the
Town players and supporters
bitterly incensed. Said manag-
er David Pleat after the match:
"John claims he was fouled by
Bull which led to his clear run
at goal, and the decision looked
debatable to say the least. I
thought we deserved more than
a point but Mike Stowell was
outstanding on occasions."

The Wolves keeper definitely
kept his side in the game with
important saves from Kerry
Dixon (top) in the opening two
minutes, Gray on either side of
half-time, and a Julian James
(below) drive which he man-
aged to tip over.

Town team: Chamberlain,

| Dreyer, James, Johnson, Rees

(Telfer), Peake, Kamara,
Oakes, Dixon, Gray, Preece
(Williams),

Wolves team:  Stowell,
Simkin, Venus, Downing,
Mountfield, Blades, Rankine,
Cook, Bull  (Thompson),

. Mutch, Dennison.

Attendance: 7,948.
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PLAYER INTERVIEW

Kerry Dixon:
shooting the
Hatters to safety

ith a quick look at the Town’s league scoring charts, the name
Kerry Dixon leads the way. Despite the inevitable focus
on him and the FA Cup semi-final against Chelsea, Kerry is

firmly focused on securing the Hatter’s league status for next season.

Journalists, cameramen and reporters
were all heading in Kerry Dixon’s direction
at Wembley on Saturday. He was the man of
the moment, facing Chelsea, the club he
had enjoyed so much success with in the
mid-eighties.

It was an intense occasion for the Luton-
born striker, playing only his first F.A. Cup
semi-final. But now the dust has settled a
little, and the Hatters leading striker can
return to league action with the aim of
shooting the Town to a comfortable First
Division position.

His intent was made very clear in our last
league game at Kenilworth Road against
Peterborough United. A thunderous volley
on the edge of the box, allied with a first-
halt tap-in, put Kerry at the top of the
Town’s league scoring charts, and he aims
to end the season with a flourish.

“That has to be my aim and I am confi-
dent enough to fulfil it,” said Kerry. "Recent
goals have been a bonus for me and have
helped ease our immediate relegations wor-
ries, but hopefully there is more to come.”

Kerry has been helped in no small part by
the service he has received since the turn of
the year. This has coincided with the
Hatters’ improved league form and fine F.A.
Cup run. It is testament to the pattern the
team plays, that Kerry is finding the net
again.

“We have been creating plenty of chances
down both flanks, through Paul Telfer and
Ceri Hughes, and it was put into practice for
all to see against Peterborough. Paul sup-
plied a fine ball for my second and it would
have been wrong for me not to finish it off.
I caught the ball sweet and it just flew in.”

-

‘Spectacular’ is an adjective used on many
occasions this season to describe Kerry's
goals. He appears to save his best for the
home supporters, but at this stage of the sea-
son, it doesn’t matter how or where they go
in from.

“With the FA Cup involvement, our
league performances have tapered off in
recent weeks and we still need a couple of
wins to be happy,” he stated. "All the players
know how important it is to secure our
league status for next season, and if that
means scraping the ball home, then so be it.
We have got to consolidate our position this
season so we can make a determined play-
off push for next term.”

Kerry knows how relegation feels from his
time at Chelsea, and such experience is vital
to the Hatters. At the other end of the scale,
fellow striker John Hartson has only started
learning. The 19-year-old has also made a
telling contribution in recent weeks and
owes much of his success to one
man...You've guessed it, Mr Dixon.

“People have said Kerry and myself can-
not play in the same team because we are
similar, but I don’t see it that way. We have
been successful when we have played
together and he has helped me no end.
Having someone with so much experience
has been a great help to me.”

So, the bets are on. Who will finish the
Town'’s leading First Division scorer at the
end of the season? Oakes, Hughes, Telfer
and Hartson are all in with a shout, but the
clever money is on Dixon. We will have to
wait and see...




Enter the

Futcher twins

BACK TRACKING BY ROGER WASH

hen the Town re-entered Division One in 1974, hopes were
obviously high for a long stay in the top-fight. But in the weeks
leading up to Christmas, only nine points had been gained

and things looked bleak.

On December 7, in the away game at Chelsea,
manager Harry Haslam decided to blood 18-
year-old Paul Futcher, a summer signing from
Chester. Although the match was lost 2-0, those
of us who were there saw a star in the making,
as young Paul played as if he had been in the
heart of the Luton defence for years.

Goalscoring was a problem and in a desperate
pid to increase the strike tally, Haslam intro-
duced Paul’s twin brother Ron to the fray for the
match at league leaders Ipswich Town on
Boxing Day. Ron, signed as a makeweight to
keep his brother from feeling homesick, was
drafted in to replace Adrian Alston after surpris-
ing the manager by scoring 22 reserve goals.

The top versus bottom clash at Portman Road
was, quite frankly, a poor affair as the Town put
up the shutters in an attempt to frustrate their
opponents. Luckily, Ipswich had an off day and
spectators were streaming out long before‘ the
end, fed up with the endless backpassing of the
Luton defenders.

with only 30 seconds left, Luton winger John
Aston, in a rare foray over the half-line, crossed
the ball from the right wing and Futcher rose to
glance in a delicate header for an undeserved
win. | have never seen so many cushions rain
on a pitch when the referee blew his whistle sec-
onds later!

For the home game with Wolves two days
Jater, the twins retained their places and a holi-
day crowd of 19,642 rolled up to see them.
wolves were in mid-table, had not lost for six
weeks and were full of confidence after beating
high.ﬂying FEverton at Molineux on Boxing
Day.

Wolves took the lead, slightly against the run
of play in the 23rd minute, when Francis Munro
headed home a John Farley corner but then the
Futcher twins took over. Not for the first time,

‘;o Luton Town Clubcall 0891 12 11 23 .

Paul found his brother with amazing accuracy
with a long ball out of defence and sidestepping
Munro, Ron drove firmly into the net in the
38th minute. Six minutes later he headed in
John Aston's centre for the second.

With Aston showing the ability to beat
Wolves right-back Nigel Williams with ease, the
Town took the game to their opponents in the
second-half and it came as a shock, and
summed up the season so far, when Barry
Powell equalised in the 68th minute.

This would normally have been a time for
heads to drop but the cavalier football, which
was to be a feature for the rest of the season , was
now the name of the game. Attacks rained in on
the Wolves defence while at the other end Paul,
with a mixture of genuine skill and heart-stop-
ping cheek, kept John Richards and Steve
Kindon at bay.

The climax came five minutes from the end
when Alan West, the best midfield player on
view, centered for the inevitable Ron Futcher to
head home. The crowd went wild and when the
final whistle was blown, the scenes were remi-
niscent of a cup final win.

Harry Haslam had been doubted when he
paid out the massive sum of £100,000 for two
virtually unknown teenagers but, as so often
was the case, he had the last laugh.

Previous Encounters

P W D L F A
Home 9 6 1 2 20 11
Away 9 4 1 4 17 23
Total 10 106 2 37 34

h
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Ron Futcher made an immediate impact with

brother Paul in Harry Haslam's side.

JUWN THE YEARS

" It was back to Wembley again as
\f the Town took on Nottingham
Forest in the Littlewoods Cup Final.
Unfortunately, we went down 3-1
in a disappointing game after hold-
ing a half-time lead. (9.4.89).

A cracking goal from Garry Parker
was all we had to show from a 2-1

defeat at Tottenham Hotspur,
watched by a crowd of 25,390.
(14.4.84).

~a Inatense relegation struggle at
-gl-% Kenilworth Road, the Town shared
- the spoils with Millwall in a 2-2
draw. David Moss, back after a
long spell out with injury, scored
both Luton goals. (14.4.79).

A large Luton following boosted
the crowd at Oxford to a best-of-
season 13,464. Unfortunately, they

were unable to raise the players
who managed only a 1-1 draw in a
lethargic performance.(12.4.74).

Town and for Wolves?

a lot of Luton hearts?

Who is the Football League manager who has played for the

The Town and Wolves are among the very few clubs with a
Football League distinction. What is it?

When did Derek Mountfield, now on the staff of Wolves, break

pages ofgpor
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. Club football:
- Do I like that!

THE VISITORS’ BOSS: GRAHAM TAYLOR i

record in club management speaks for itself. Just ask the sup-

H e may have had his critics with England, but Graham Taylor’s

porters of Watford and Aston Villa. He has now been given the
opportunity of injecting some of that ‘old magic’ into Wolverhampton
Wanderers and he is determined to succeed.

Following England’s failure to reach this
summer’s World Cup finals in the United
States, many pundits questioned whether any
league clubs would risk taking Graham Taylor
on board. The word 'failure’ went hand in
glove with Mr Taylor in those dark, dark days
following England’s qualifying games in
Holland and San Marino. He was a commodi-
ty nobody seemed to want.

However, behind that smoke-
screen, existed a top-quality Football
League manager. Afterall, taking
Watford from the Fourth to second
in the First Division within the space
of four years, and leading Aston Villa
to a similar position, is no mean feat.

Make no mistake, Graham Taylor has
real ability at this level.

[t was no surprise, therefore, when
Wolves supremo Sir Jack Hayward
opted for Taylor to lead his club back
into top-flight football last month.

Wolves are a massive club. They need
the Premiership...and fast.

It has been a shot in the arm for
Taylor, who now has another chance
to prove his worth. “There are only a handful of
clubs I would have come back into football with,
and Wolves are most definitely one of those
clubs,” he said. “I flew back from a working hol-
iday in Spain to take the job, but I'd have walked
back from Spain if it were possible.”

Two wins and a defeat, at the time of writing,
still leave Wolves in with a chance of achieving
their goal this season. You would think the crit-
icism Taylor had to deal with, after his England

rein came to an end, would have deterred him
from stepping into football circles again, but
nothing could be further from the truth.

"The England experience has hardened me,"
he stated. "If it hadn't, I probably wouldn't
have come back. When you get treatment like
that, the easy thing would be to stay away. I
have gained valuable experience during the
last four years, and [ am sure Wolves will bene-

fit from that."

Taylor has the full financial
backing of the Hayward family to
achieve his goal, and looks at
Blackburn for inspiration and,
inevitably, comparison.

“I look at Blackburn two years
ago, when they had fallen out of
things, and then they won at
Plymouth on the last day to scrape
into the last play-off place,” he stat-
ed. “They won the play-offs and
now look at them.

“I want Wolves to follow a simi-
lar pattern. I know it is a long shot
this season, but with the confi-
dence and belief which I have seen

already, it is not an impossible task. I have been
to the very top of my profession and I know
what is needed here."

For Taylor and Wolves, the final few games
will be like cup finals, if the club are to progress
this season. Added Taylor: "The one thing I got
experience of is managing in Cup finals - | have
managed 38 of them," he said, referring to his
spell with England. "l know I can keep my nerve,
and the players must follow suit.”

D




Cup success
allied with
league failure

NEWS ON ONE BY KEVIN PALMER

X’

MOT
TESTING

Classes 4,5,&7

uton have led the way for the Cup giant-killers this season, but the
main problems for the ‘cup minnows’ this year has been beating teams

Day excursions, tours & charter
UK &Euro

Mini buses, standard buses

" pereniivecoudies
=
LUTON 4

from their own league.

First division clubs have destroyed the oppo-
sition in the major cup competitions, but those
same clubs have failed to recapture their giant-
killing form in the league. Wolves, Bristol City,
Bolton, Portsmouth and Oxford all enjoyed
memorable victories in this, the year of the
underdog.

Out of the five only tonight’s opponents
Wolves are still in the promotion hunt just a few
points off a play-off place, but the others find
themselves fighting a rearguard action. Bolton,
who disposed of Everton, Arsenal and Aston
Villa in this years FA Cup are in free-fall down

poor results. Draws away against England's top
two teams, Manchester United and Blackburn,
mean little in the battle for points in the
Endsleigh League with manager Jim Smith anx-
ious to halt the slide.

“We had success in the cup, but that goes for
nothing in the League. The cups are great, but
promotion has to be your main aim at the start
of the year and we are struggling at the
moment.” Smith will be hoping new signing
Gerry Creaney will replace Paul Walsh. This
year's transfer deadline day proved to be one of
the busiest and most expensive in recent years

the table with manager Bruce with over five million
Rioch determined to avoid the pounds changing hands
relegation dogfight.“Its time for with  Darren Peacock’s
us to roll our sleeves up. The move from Q.P.R to
players are aware of how 1 feel Newcastle the biggest
about the situation and some of move at £2.7million.

them are playing for their con- In the  Endsleigh
tracts,” fumed Rioch. League, Mark Blake's

The same story can be seen at
Oxford who disposed of mighty
Leeds in a shock fourth round
victory at Elland Road. Oxford
find themselves back in the bot-
tom three despite a recent 4-0
win over Wolves.

When Bristol City beat
Liverpool at Anfield back in B8
January, the departure of
Graham Souness overshadowed what was a
memorable victory for yet another struggling
Endsleigh League club.

Cup hero at Anfield Brian Tinnion has since
suffered a decline in health as well as form with
him being forced to have blood tests to uncov-
er a mystery illness. “Its frightening because all
[ have done is play games and sleep for the last
few weeks, no training, nothing. I'm goosed all
the time.” explained Tinnion.

Portsmouth enjoyed success in both domes-
tic cup competitions, but they now find them-
selves sliding down the league after a run of

Oxford tum on th
has been a di
Divisi ne.

e 71 43 o o Ve et
g et e 2

=t4 move from Portsmouth to

| Leicester topped the list
i with £360,00 changing
| hands for the striker.

One other interesting
move was Clive Allen’s
£75,00 switch from West
Ham to Millwall. That's
' Allen’s seventh London
club and with Charlton
expressing an interest to sign the former
England international it may not be his last
move.

The year has proved that cup victories and
success in the league do not automatically fol-
low on, but table-topping Crystal Palace manag-
er Alan Smith sums up what a tough division
this has been:

“You need a bit of extra quality to be success-
ful in this league where every game is like a cup
tie.” If the cup giantkillers saw every game in the
same light as the Palace boss, the table may have
been turned on its head.

tyle u;cu'reiu.s! Leeds. Bu
nt story for United in

e ———



A numbe; Qf
Sponsors join

us for this

evening's game

COMMERCIAL FOCUS BY KATHY LEATHER

ith our success in the FA Cup this season, the commercial
department has been inundated with calls regarding spon-
sorship for the remainder of the season. We are, therefore,

pleased to welcome the following sponsors who are with us tonight:

Match Ball Sponsor

Loyal Luton Town fans Ken and Judi Craven
entertain their friends Malcolm and Carole as part
of the match ball sponsorship of tonight's game.

Executive Boxes

In our executive boxes tonight we have:

Box 2 - Steven Munn, who is celebrating his
belated tenth birthday with family and friends.

Box 7 - Declon are approved convertors of
polyurethane foam and other similar cellular mate-
rials for the automative, industrial and consumer
industries. Typical products include paint and ink
rollers, acoustic attenuation components, domestic
sponges and cleaning materials and foam/fabric

Antonys
Tailor

OF LONDON

DRESS HIRE
LADIES AND GENTS |
BESPOKE TAILORING | ,-
12 DUNSTABLE ROAD, LUTON,
BEDS 0PPOSITE MAIN POST OFFICE

TEL: (0582) 424687

"-6 Luton Town.Clubcall 0891.12.11.23 |

laminates for seat cushioning. Fully approved to
BS5750, MOD, JQ101 etc. For further information
telephone (0536) 402345.

Box 17 - The club entertained members of the
Chamber of Commerce and the lucky winners of
the prize draw at the end of the evening are our
guests tonight.

Box 28 - Coal Products Limited is Britain's
largest supplier of smokeless coal for home heating.
It has two major brand leaders Homefire and
Phurnacite - which are sold nationwide and will
ensure you keep warm this winter. Homefire and
Homefire Ovals are economical quality fuels for
open fires. Phurnacite and Phurnacite Plus are
both quality fuels which are suitable for room
heaters, cookers and boilers. For further informa-
tion, please contact your local coal merchant or
ring us at (0345) 023942.

PEUGEOT 106's

e

se ring for details

T 0582 664171
Warwick Wright

LUTON ROAD, DUNSTABLE (0582) 664171
THE LION GOES FROM STRENGTH TO STRENGTH

Match Sponsors

University of Luton

\WVERg
o 5

o
Lut®

The University of Luton is delighted to
support tonight's match between Luton
Town and Wolverhampton Wanderers.
As DBritain's newest university, we are
grateful for the support given to us by the
club, by Luton Borough Council and by
the people of Luton on our journey to uni-
versity status. Each year we welcome
thousands of local, U.K. and international
students to Luton because of our combi-
nation of academic excellence, vocational
courses, a great social life - and of course
excellent football!

CIVILISED PEOPLE IN THE FINANCIAL JUNGLE

IF YOU REQUIRE ANY ADDITIONAL INFOCRMATION CALL OR VISIT YOUR
LOCAL BRANCH MANAGER: DAVID BLUMSOM, HFC BANK PLC,
15/17 UPPER GEORGE STREET, LUTON, BEDFORDSHIRE, LU 2RD.

AT HFC BANK, YOU'LL DISCOVER :FHE MOST

—  TELEPHONE: 0582 459797

l_

B ANK
All loans subject to status. A written quotation of our credit terms is available

on request. HFC Bank ple. Registered office; North Street, Winkfield,
Windsor, Berkshire SL4 4TD. Registered in England No. 1117305.

Ooh aah
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say

/

R. J. BLOW &

C OMPANY

THE FRIENDLY ACCOUNTANTS

Book-Keeping,

Taxation and Wages etc.

*

STIRLING HOUSE,
30 GUILDFORD STREET,
LUTON, BEDS LU1 2NR

*

Tel: (0582) 38792
Fax: (0582) 423347

Calls cost 36p per min cheap rate or 48p per min all other times
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'BEARD BROS LTD

Supporting the less-abled of
Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire and
| — Buckinghamshire.
| e with Luton Town F.C.

Difficulty getting there...
Don't miss the match.

P , - Free Home

=  Demonstrations or

‘ ..nl-l e

| !'“l visit our

..m \\“u:!?i{'liy!‘ showrooms
| \\ ““ !illlll\l\mll in Bedford or
a Watford.
R T T \\‘s\ The largest
- | selection in
\§ .‘ , j the south

of England.

l Beard Bros. Ltd

Watford (0923) 250922
\ Bedford (0234) 266666
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