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UESDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 1994
ICK-OFF 7.45pm *

night’s match is sponsored by F&R Cawley Lid and
ary Deards Building Contractors and Decorators




the ground

Our feet must
remain firmly on

ON THE BALL WITH DAVID PLEAT

onight we welcome the supporters, players and officials of Portsmouth

Football Club. A particularly warm welcome to one of my closest friends

in football, Jim Smith. Over the years, he has proved consistently to be
one of the most successful and affable men in the game.

I hope that we have got our feet clearly on
the ground and our eyes focussed cleanly on
the task ahead. Not only have we 18 league
games to battle through, but we have unde-
niably a marvellous opportunity of gaining
some glory in the FA Cup.

The players appreciated tremendously the
support at Cardiff despite the high prices and
the ditficult arena. Under some provocation,
we came through, resisting Cardiff’s attack-
ing thrusts, with Thompson
prominent, and broke out well
with our movement off the ball.

As a club, we would like to to
say how sorry we were to learn
that in their disappointment,
some Cardiff supporters acted so
badly. We trust that no-one has
any lasting injury. The thrust of
the Cardiff argument was from
their view of the laws of the game.
It saddens me as a football-lover
to realise that so many people
who watch and play our great
game do not fully understand the
most controversial law of all.

The linesmen have onerous
tasks, but their job is clear: to
advise and aid the match official and quite
clearly to carry out the International Board’s
decisions one and two relating to Law 11.
These laws must be digested, understood and
applied consistently for the benefit of all in
the game. It is important that referees
remind, and insist that, their linesmen
should indicate only offside OFFENCES. Any
deviation from this instruction will lead to
uncertainty.

It is especially important that linesmen
indicate, therefore, ONLY when a player is
seeking to gain an advantage or interfering

with play or an opponent. Linesmen must
NOT raise the flag merely because a player is
located in an offside position. Read and
digest. I would like to think our supporters
understand and therefore do not howl deri-
sively when a linesman may not raise his flag
even though they may feel there was an
opponent offside, but not seeking to gain an
advantage. A further directive went to all
clubs early in February.

“NOT ONLY DO WE HAVE
18 LEAGUE GAMES TO
BATTLE THROUGH, BUT

WE HAVE A MARVEL-
LOUS OPPORTUNITY OF
GAINING SOME GLORY IN

THE FA CUP”

Portsmouth this evening will be a stern
test, but for some weeks now we have begun
to develop our team pattern more effectively
and there is an understanding of how we are
trying to exploit the opposition. All the play-
ers have done well and whilst some of the
younger element have snatched the odd
headline, it should not go unnoticed that
Trevor Peake has captained the boat through
choppy waters for the past two seasons. Now
a magnificent 37, he is proving that, like
wine, some footballers mature even more
with age.

L‘ ton Town Clubcall 0891 12 11 23
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Scott Oakes sends the Town into round five with our second goal against Newcastle United on February
9,

There is also some irony in the fact that
when the calm Mr Cliff Bassett and the sarto-
rially elegant Mr Chris Green joined our
board, we strengthened our resources. Mr
Bassett’s help has been immeasurable. The
mere fact that I did not have to worry about
the knock on the door has meant that I am
able to get on with the football rather than
spend time inducing other managers to try
and satisfy our creditors.

I hope that the present relationships can
continue in such a positive vein. We are all
pulling together and 1 ask all our genuine
supporters to make every effort, if you feel
there is some future progress around the cor-

Calls cost 36p per min cheap rate or 48p per min all other times

ner, to support the club commercially in
every way possible and to bring a friend to
help improve our home gates. This is vital.

I will be reminding our players consistent-
ly that you are only as good as your next
game and with a concerted effort from all, we
should have nothing to fear.

N

Enjoy the game.

D



Hughes collects
Wales’ B cap and
returns to action

AROUND THE TOWN

A QUERY OVER CERI

Fans have been asking 'Why was Ceri Hughes
allowed to play for Wales while he was still under sus-
pension from playing for Luton? Well, the answer is
simple. The game for Wales B (against Scotland B) was
a friendly and therefore did not constitute a competi-
tive match. Ceri's suspension ended after the game
against Newcastle on February 9, and he took his place
back in the team for our game at Leicester City last
Saturday.

SPORTING MEMORABILIA

AND ANTIQUES

Sports fans should head for Vicarage Road Stadium,
Watford on Sunday, February 27 when Bonhams the
auctioneers will be running a sporting memorabilia
and antiques valuation day.

There will be a sporting and football memorabilia

specialist to give an opinion on those old football pro-
grammes, autographs and souvenirs from years gone
by. The highlight of the day will be a sporting auction
which will feature, amongst others, the boots Paul
Gascoigne wore at the England v Poland match in
September, a cricket bat signed by the 1993 England
and Australia test teams, Steve Davis's cue and signed
Watford, Arsenal and Tottenham shirts.
There will also be several exhibitions with a football
theme, including Ray Kennedy's caps and medals and
historic items loaned by the PFA. Entry to the event
will be £2.00 for adults, £1 for children and there is a
£1 charge for any item valued. The event will be open
from 11.00 am to 4.00 pm with thé auction at 2.30 pm.
refreshments and snacks will be open all day.

-

CONGRATULATIONS TERRY

We extend our congratulations to Terry Westley and
wife Theresa, on the birth of their first child, Samuel, a
fortnight ago. It proved to be a good couple of days for
Terry: his side also won their South East Counties game
against Bristol City 4-0. (Again, see page 27 ).

BUSY WEEK AT

KENILWORTH ROAD

At the time of going to press, F.A. Cup fever had
again hit Kenilworth Road in preparation for the
Town's visit to Cardiff City on Sunday in the fifth
round. Reading this tonight, you will either be looking
forward to the sixth round, anticipating the replay at
Kenilworth Road on March 2, or skipping this item
completely! In any case, we travelled to Ninian Park
with the best wishes of Newcastle boss Kevin Keegan,
who stated after we had knocked out the Magpies in
round four on February 9: "I hope Luton go all the way.
They certainly deserved to beat us. They might have
flair in Brazil and quality in Spain, but give me a game
like that any day. It had everything."

TOWN STARS OF THE FUTURE?

Associate schoolboys Sean Douglas, Chris Wilmott,
Sam Turner, Sean Evers and Jay Thomas have all been
offered Y.T.S. traineeships for season 1994-95. All five
have featured this season in Terry Westley's vouth side
and they played a major role in the youth team's
recent 2-1 victory at East Thurrock in the Eastern

Junior Cup (see page 27 of tonight's match magazine).

CALLING POMPEY FANS

The Portsmouth Football Supporters' Club
(London) offer group travel to games outside of
London and produce a club magazine 'The Pompey
Chimes'. They currently have over 400 members and
welcome enquiries from any Pompey supporters.
Please write to The Membership Secretary, Portsmouth
Football Supporters' Club (London), PO Box 2493,
London NW1 9AF

BOBBERS TRAVEL CLUB

Coaches for the trip to Cardiff City will cost adults
£9.00 and children/OAP's £7.20. Departure time from
Cranfield is 8,30 am and 9.30 am from Luton, with the
normal pick-up point en route.

Bookings can be made by popping into the Bobbers
Club kiosk in Kenilworth Road tonight or by calling
Paul Deason on (0234) 750996.

CORBY - REDBOURN - SANDTOFT - WESTBURY

I’ R R R
TELEPHONE: 0582 792690 - FOR DETAILSL
DUNSTABLEROAD * REDBOURN  HERTS - AL3 7PX _

|




Kenilworth Road Stadium,

1, Maple Road, Luton, Beds LU4
8AW.

Tel: (0582) 411622

Fax: (0582) 405070.

Clubcall: 0891 12 11 23 (48p per
min peak, 36p off peak)

President: E.S. Pearson

Chairman and
Managing Director:
D.A. Kohler, Bsc. (Hons) ARICS

Directors: P. Collins, N. Terry, C.
Bassett, C. Green

Vice Presidents: R.L. Banks, C.
Bygraves, R. Safranek,

J. Hudson, D. Ludlow,

P. Ireton.

Secretary: John Smylie
Manager: David Pleat

Coaches: John Moore,
Wayne Turner, Terry Westley

Physiotherapist: Andy McDade

Youth Development Officer:
Paul Lowe

Scouting: Les Shannon

Commercial:

Kathy Leather (Manager),

Cherry Newbery (Admin Manager),
Gary Hooper (Executive)

Medical Officer: Dr Bill Berry
Club Dentist: A. Chris BDS (Syd)

Crowd control
and spectator
safety is our
first concern

ON THE INSIDE BY JOHN SMYLIE .

B Our very welcome success in
the league and the FA Cup in recent
weeks has seen the attendances at
Kenilworth Road increasing, particu-
larly for such attractive cup-ties as
the fifth round replay against
Newcastle United. This has been
most satisfying for us all, but has also
drawn attention to the need to
remain forever vigilant on spectator
safety and crowd control.

M It was drawn to my attention,
especially at the Newcastle fixture,
that we could develop difficulties if
we do not do our best at all times to
ensure we maintain our excellent
record of behaviour and our good rep-
utation. For that reason, | have been
referring to the legislation intro-
duced, in relation to football, during
the last few years and tonight wish to
draw everyone’s attention to some of
the most salient points which are
now written into the laws of the land.

M | would also like to remind all
supporters that it is their own safety
which is always paramount in our
thinking and our stewards are a very
important part of our crowd man-
agement operation and should
therefore be treated with respect. In
particular, I would like to draw all
supporters’ attention to the follow-
ing three sections of the Football

(Offences) Act 1991, all of which are
punishable by arrest and, possibly,
trial in the local Magistrates Court.
The result could then be a fine and/or
exclusion from all future matches.

GOING ON TO THE PITCH - A
person going on to the playing area,
or any area adjacent to the playing
area to which spectators are not gen-
erally admitted.

THROWING AN OBJECT - A per-
son throwing an object at or towards:

a) The playing area or any area
adjacent to it where spectators are
not generally admitted.

b) Any area in which spectators or
others persons are, or may be, present.

INDECENT OR RACIST CHANT-
ING - A person taking part in chanti-
ng of an indecent or racist nature.

We do have a very good record of
behaviour at our stadium and wish it
to continue. However, it does not
harm to remind our supporters of sit-
uations whereby they can be pun-
ished.

M Finally, we have vacancies at the
club for hostesses in our executive
suites on match days. If you know of
anyone interested, please contact me
for an appointment. Please write to:

John Smylie, Club Secretary, Luton

Town FC, 1 Maple Road, Luton LU4
8AW, or telephone (0582) 411622.

Let’s focus on
our improved

league form

he past month or so has been full of cup talk, both on and off the
pitch at Kenilworth Road, but we must now concentrate on contin-
uing our climb up the First Division league table.

Our last home game, against Newcastle, will
stick with me for a long, long time. It was a com-
plete team performance against one of the giants
of the English game and we fully deserved to win.

From the early exchanges, when we went close
on a number of occasions, 1 had the feeling it
could be our night. Scott and John did a marvel-
lous job in attack and kept their back four busy all
evening. The midfield won a lot of the ball and
from a defensive point of view I was delighted. We
held firm, kept out the threat of Beardsley and
Cole and left Juergen with a comfortable game.

I must congratulate Des Linton on his perfor-
mance. He made some super runs down the right

wing to help out 'Mr Consistency' Paul Telfer, and
his pass which set up our second goal was first-
class.

We therefore went into the Leicester game with
confidence and I think that showed in our play.
Leicester opened the scoring with a super goal
which no keeper would have had a chance of stop-
ping. Both sides then went on to score a goal each,
so that opening 'strike out of the blue' proved to be
a match winner. It was disappointing to lose our
ten-match unbeaten run, but because of our good
performance, we were not too downhearted.

These notes are written before our trip to
Cardiff, but let's hope we have given a creditable
performance. We went into the game knowing
that the task would be just as tough as when we
went up to Newcastle United...

Tonight we welcome Portsmouth to Kenilworth
Road. They have had a disappointing season by
their own high standards, but they will be a tough
test for us tonight. I am sure they will want to
make a concerted effort for a play-off place again
this season and, at the same time, make sure they
do not slip down into the relegation battle.

Let's have a similar atmosphere to the one we
enjoved against Newcastle. As you all witnessed

then, it can make a great difference.

HOHOII_I'S : SAFETY NOTE Enjoy the game.

[Jttl‘ewoods.(:up winners 1987-88 The Chairman and Directors of Luton

! ~ FA Cup finalists 1958-59 Town Football Club undertake to ensure as far
’ Littlewoods Cup finalists 1988-89 as humanly possible that all activities that take

Simod Cup finalists 1987-88 place at the Kenilworth Stadium are conduct- @ . t
m&maﬁgin;n;mgi”vg?m%);ﬁgfg?? ed in such a way that, as far as is reasonably T h e Sta t I o n W|th
Ci : = o ol : practicable, the safety of everyone working at
S P e s Ak or attending the stadium is assured.

More Winning Ways

The club’s primary responsibility through
the Safety Officer, Officials, Staff and Stewards
will be to ensure the reasonable safety of those
attending the stadium.

Editorial : Collings Communications,

PR and Media Consultants, Hitchin, Herts.
Tel: 0462 441068 Fax: 0462 441069

Design and print: McLeod Warner Limited, Luton. Tel: 0582 38389

(c. Luton Town Clubcall 0891 12 11 23 |




— "New advanced
— — computer systems and many new schemes

mean lower motor premiums from Endsleigh”
0908 675866
648/652 Silbury Blvd., Milton Keynes

Hatters contribute to the
‘night of the

underdog’

ONE HUNDRED AN

LUTON TOWN V NEWCASTLE UNITED: WHAT THE PAPERS SAID

oals from John Hartson and Scott Oakes, in front of a live tele-

vision audience, knocked Newcastle out of the FA Cup, put the

Hatters back on the map and into round five against Cardiff
City. Euphoric scenes greeted the final whistle, and while the players and
fans celebrated with champagne, the journalists in the press lounge were
busy at work preparing for the following day’s newspapers...

On a night when fellow
Division One sides Bolton
Wanderers and Oxford United
also grabbed the headlines for
their equally-impressive wins,
against Arsenal and Leeds
respectively, the Hatters made
headline news. 'HATS OFF TO
PLEAT' said Today, whose
reporter, Alex ~ Montgomery,
stated: 'David Pleat and the
wonderful Luton side he has
rebuilt from nothing revived
memories of more prosperous
days with this extraordinary
Cup win. It was magnificent, it
was against the odds and the

winning goals from youngsters Hartson dnd
Oakes left Kevin Keegan's high-flying Newcastle

gasping for air.’

Montgomery's sentiments were echoed by
Martin Samuel in The Sun, who added: 'Brave

and brilliant Luton beat the
kings of the passers at their
own game. They did not look
at all fazed by the big names

lining up against them and §

there was no greater hero on
the night than Oakes. His pace
and enterprising play ripped
Newcastle's defence to shreads.'

'LUTON ENJOY YEAR OF

THE UNDERDOG' was the
headline in  the  Daily
Telegraph as the Hatters
matched the feats of Bolton
and Oxford. Reporter John Ley
focused on this fact by saying
'Kevin Keegan's side departed

John Hartson sets the Town on the road
to ,glm)-' with the opcm'm{ ‘{(J(’lf,..

the FA Cup to join the
growing litany of
Premiership victims. They
began the day as second
favourites but left
Bedfordshire comprehen-
sively beaten.'

'MIGHTY OAKES
FELLS KEEGAN' was the
eye-catching heading in
The Guardian, where
Russell Thomas angled his
story around the impres-
sive youngsters and expe-
rienced heads at the club.
'Luton earned a deserved
trip to Cardiff in round

five. httl:lgly an 18-year-old Welshman, John
Hartson, set them on the road with a cooly

taken 16th-minute opener. Luton have a fasci-

And the media attention is already
firmly focused on him as he leaves the

pitch.

nating assortment of youth and experience,
superbly marshalled by captain Trevor Peake.’

Finally, the  Daily
Express rounded off the
lavish praise by focusing

on the Hartson/Wales/

Cardiff connectiion. 'John
Hartson knocked Kevin
Keegan's Newcastle out of
the Cup', was Steve Curry's
introduction. 'and set up a
family reunion back home
in Wales. The 18-year-old
Swansea lad scored the
goal which ignited this
inspired replay victory by
David Pleat's side. He set
the tone for a night of high
drama and purring action.'
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GREETINGS FROM DERRY

Dear Sir,

[ am writing to express my thanks to David Pleat
for taking the time to meet my father and I when
Luton Town came over to play their friendly with
Derry City last month.

Although Luton were beaten 1-0, it was a highly
enjoyable game played in good spirit and if any
team was to beat Luton, I'd rather it was that of my
adopted home town, Derry!

This was the first time I had seen Luton play live,
as I left England in 1968 when I was four years old,
and their visit this year coincided with my birthday!

Once again, many thanks and good luck for the
rest of the season.

Brian McMonagle, 14 Benevenagh Gardens,
Creggan, Derry, N. Ireland.

Brian (left) and his father Charlie, who used to
work at Vauxhall Motors, meet David Pleat on
January 11.

A GREAT EVENING HAD BY ALL

Dear Sir,

I had to write in to say what a great evening was
had by my friends and I at the game with Newcastle
last week. It was great to see a big crowd at
Kenilworth Road again and with the game being an
FA Cup tie, the occasion had a great feel to it. Despite
the intimidating 'Geordie' presence, the atmosphere
was light hearted and all players came out of the
game with credit. A great advert for British football.

Dave Challis, 139 Bronte Paths, Stevenage,
Herts SG2 7PG.

Everyone at Luton Town was
saddened by the death of loyal Town
supporter Cecil Henry Creed, who
passed away on January 28, 1994. A
season ticket holder for 50 years, our
thoughts are with Cecil's wife Anne
and his children.

THE RED LION
MILTON BRYAN

H ED LION

A TRADITIONAL ENGLISH PUB WITH AN EMPHASIS ON
EXCELLENT HOME-MADE FOQD.

OUR EXTENSIVE MENU RANGES FROM POTATO SKINS,
SQUP, HOT ‘N’ SPICY PRAWNS, THROUGH TO STEAK,
MUSHROOM AND GUINNESS PIE, FISHERMAN'S
CRUSTY PIE, LASAGNE AND OUR EXCELLENT
CUMBRIAN HIGH TEA.

A SPECIAL BOARD IS ALWAYS AVAILABLE WITH DISH-
ES FOR THE MORE ADVENTUROUS OFFERING PORK
FILLETS, VENISION AND THE EXCELLENT 160Z T-

BONE STEAK.

OUR BEERS ARE ALL TRADITIONAL HAND-PULLED
ALES AND ARE ONLY £1.00 BETWEEN 6.00PM AND
7.00PM MONDAY-SATURDAY.

WE ARE ALSO AVAILABLE FOR WEDDINGS, PARTIES
AND GARDEN BARBEQUES. TELEPHONE FOR RESERVA-
TIONS OR EVEN BETTER, JUST DROP IN, YOU MIGHT
EVEN BUMP INTO A LUTON TOWN PLAYER. WE ARE
ONLY FIVE MINUTES FROM M1, JUNCTION 12
BETWEEN TODDINGTON AND WOBURN.

BRING THIS ADVERT ANY MONDAY EVENING AND
RECEIVE 10 PER CENT OFF YOUR FOOD BILL.




From: Kenilworth Road
Date: February 5, 1994
LUTON TOWN 3

(Oakes, Thomas, Thorpe)
OXFORD UNITED 0
Attendance: 7,366

Alan Harper congratulates Scott
Oakes on his opening 25-yard strike
against Oxford, his second 'super
strike' in consecutive games at
Kenilworth Road.

e S S N MRy ¢ T S T e N STV A T S

.« Mitchell Thomas scored his first
- goal of the season on February 5.
He is pictured here cancelling out
the threat
Beauchamp.

Tony Thorpe sweeps home the Town's third of

the afternoon.

of Oxford's

Joey




FOR GREAT BARGAINS
ALL YEAR ROUND

Pay a visit to
LUTON ARNDALE
MARKET

A Centre for
all Seasons

Whatever the Season
there’s always

something new at the
Luton Arndale Centre.

From the latest fashions
to spectacular
Christmas displays.

From lively school
holiday entertainment %
to the massive summer
sales.

Special 10% reduction off local rates for all

of our fellow supporters of Luton Town FC

AN EXTENSIVE RANGE OF:

* CARS, VANS & TRUCKS.

e FULLY INCLUSIVE RATES WITH
UNLIMITED MILEAGE.

e 24 HOUR NATIONAL HOTLINE HELPLINE.

* AA/RAC COVER.

KENNING

CAR AND VAN RENTAL

LUTON 0582 455333

24-34 Crawley Road.

BY CHERRY NEWBERY

Luton Town v Sunderland

ENDSLEIGH INSURANCE LEAGUE DIVISION ONE
Saturday, February 26, 1994 - Kick-off 3.00 pm

Tickets for this match are now on sale at normal league
prices. Normal guesting facilities apply.

Nottingham Forest v Luton Town

ENDSLEIGH INSURANCE LEAGUE DIVISION ONE
Saturday, March 5, 1994 - Kick-off 3.00 pm
THIS IS AN ALL TICKET MATCH FOR LUTON SUPPORTERS
SEATS ONLY are priced at £12.00 (no concessions) and are
available from the Ticket Office in Kenilworth Road until
Friday, March 4 at 5.00 pm. There will be no tickets avail-

able on the day of the match.

Luton Town v Middlesbrough

ENDSLEIGH INSURANCE LEAGUE DIVISION ONE
Saturday, March 12, 1994 - Kick-off 3.00 pm

Tickets for this match are now on sale at the discounted
price. Normal guesting facilities apply.

Bolton Wanderers v Luton Town

ENDSLEIGH INSURANCE LEAGUE DIVISION ONE
Tuesday, March 15, 1994 - Kick-off 7.45 pm
Tickets for this match are only available at Bolton on
the day of the game. Seating is priced at £10.00 (no con-

cessions) Standing is priced at £7.50 (no concessions)

Ticket Office
news update

Travelling to...

Nottingham Forest
Address: City Ground,
Nottingham NG2 5FL.
Telephone: (0602) 822202.

Take the M1 north to junction
24, Follow signs Nottingham
south (A453). In 7.6 miles
branch left (signs Grantham
A52) then at roundabout take
1st exit B679. Follow signs West
Bridgford (over mini-round-
about) then in 1.3 miles at traf-
fic signals, turn left A60 (signs
Nottingham). At traffic signals
turn  right (A6250) into
Radcliffe Road then turn left
into Colwick Road for ground.

Bolton Wanderers
Address: Burnden Park,
Bolton BL3 2QR.
Telephone: (0204) 389200.

Take the M1 north to junction
19. Branch left to join the M6
(signs North West then Preston)
to junction 21A. Branch left
(signs Leeds) to join M62 to
junction 14. Branch left (signs
Bolton) to join M61. In 2.1
miles forward take the A666 to
leave motorway. In 1.8 miles
branch left (B6536) and at the
end turn left. At T-junction turn
right into Manchester Road the
right again into Croft Lane for
ground.

Directions courtesy of the
Automobile Association.

Calls cost 36p per min cheap rate or 48p per min all other times




Spotlight on
tonight's visitors

PORTSMOUTH F.C. 1993-94

B Two seasons of desperate near misses appear to
have taken their toll on Portsmouth this term, as Jim
Smith's men have failed to find consistency in the
league. In 1991-92 Pompey reached the semi-finals of
the FA Cup for the first time in 43 years, only to lose on
penalties in a nail-biting replay against Liverpool at Villa
Park. Youngsters such as Darren Anderton, Kit Symons
and Andy Awford came under the spotlight, and it was
no surprise when Anderton left for Tottenham Hotspur
in a £2 million deal during that close season.

W [f that wasn't enough for the Pompey fans to swal-
low, automatic promotion to the Premiership was missed
last season by just one goal in a dramatic final Saturday of
the season. Although the club finished level on points
with West Ham, the Hammers secured promotion cour-
tesy of a single goal. That left Portsmouth to contend
with the play-offs, and they succumbed to Leicester City
who, in fact, had finished the season 12 points behind
Pompey.

M As season 1993-94 approached, the club also had to
come to terms without the potent goalscoring talents of
Guy Whittingham who left for Aston Villa in a £1 mil-
lion deal. With 47 league and cup goals in 56 games last
season, Guy broke the club's goalscoring records and his
replacement, John Durnin, has since found it difficult to

P A
ORTsmouTH ¥

match such feats following his arrival from Oxford
United.

W At the time of writing, Pompey lie in 15th position
in the league table, having won just three games away
from home. Their 3-1 defeat at Tranmere Rovers on
February 11 was the first time they had scored in 11 hours
of football. They have, however, shown glimpses of their
true capabilities this season, with creditable draws against
Premiership giants Blackburn (3-3) and Manchester
United (2-2) in the FA Cup and League Cup respectively.
Unfortunately, they lost both replays at Fratton Park.

B Pompey will be looking to repeat their 4-1 win at
Kenilworth Road in the league last season, to put their
play-off aspirations back on track. According to defend-
er Jon Gittens, they can still gain promotion this season.
"All we need to do is put together a run of five or six
games to give ourselves a chance," he said. "We are cre-
ating a lot at the moment without actually putting the
ball in the net. All we need is a little bit of luck. That
would lift both the plavers and the supporters.”

B Portsmouth's FA Cup semi-final appearance was the
closest they had come since winning the trophy in 1939,
They also won the Division One championship in 1949
and 1950; the Division Three (S) crown in 1924; and the
Division Three title in 1962 and 1983.

Back row (left to right): Mark Chamberlain, Mark Blake, Lee Russell, Andy Awford, Mark Ke"’.!,"_

Powell, Ray Daniel.

Middle row (left to right): Mike Bailey (reserve team manager), Graham Paddon (assistant »
Chris Burns, Shaun Gale, Brian Horne, Alan Knight, Guy Butters, Kit Symons, Neil Sillett (physio

paist), Gordon au’(krrnmm
Front row (left to rig

Smith (manager), Lee C lmpm:m (mm H esr Hum Umml) H arren Neill Alan McLougﬁﬁn, Ro,

John Durnin, Jon Gittens.

VISITORS ON PARADE

ALAN KNIGHT (goalkeeper) - Currently Pompey’s
longest-serving player, Alan joined the club as an apprentice
in 1977. He has represented Portsmouth in every division of
the Football League and has represented England at youth
and under-21 levels.

JON GITTENS (defender) - Jon joined Pompey last sum-
mer after being released from Middlesbrough. He started his
career on the south coast with Southampton in 1985 before
moving to Swindon Town for £40,000 in 1987. He returned
to The Dell for £400,000 four years later, but failed to estab-
lish himself in the first-team and moved to Middlesbrough,
whom he helped to the Premiership.

RAY DANIEL (defender) - An £80,000 signing from
Cardiff in 1990, Ray returned to the Pompey side last season
after a long spell out with injury. He started his career at
Luton Town before spells at Gillingham and Hull City.

TONY DOBSON (defender) - A strong and robust left-
back, Tony joined Coventry City as an apprentice in 1985
and made his league debut a year later. An England under-
21 international, he joined Blackburn Rovers for £300,000 in
1991, before moving to Pompey last year.

ANDY AWFORD (defender) - A former Pompey appren-
tice, Andy has represented England at youth and under-21
levels. Capable at playing at sweeper or centre-back, he made
his league debut against Crystal Palace in 1989, aged 16.

KIT SYMONS (defender) - A former Fratton Park appren-
tice, Kit is a full Wales international. He made his debut in
1989 and is one of the most sought after young defenders in
the First Division.

WARREN NEILL (defender) - Warren arrived at Fratton
Park from QPR for £110,000 in 1988. He made his debut for
the London side in 1980 and went on to make over 180
appearances for Rangers, winning Division Two and FA Cup
runners-up medals in the process.

ALAN MCLOUGHLIN (midfield) - A former Manchester
United apprentice, Alan started his career with Swindon
Town. He moved to Southampton for £1 million in 1990, but
failed to establish himself at The Dell. He joined Pompey far
£400,000 in March 1992. This season he has established him-
self as a goalscoring midfielder, scoring against United and
Portsmouth in this season's cup competitions.

MARK BLAKE (midfield) - Mark joined Aston Villa from
school and made his league debut against the Hatters in
1989. An England under-21 international, he failed to com-
mand a regular place at Villa Park and joined Pompey last
summer as part of the deal which took Guy Whittingham to
Villa. He has suffered this season with injury, but now
appears to be over his problems.

BJORN KRISTENSEN (midfield) - 'Benny' joined
Portsmouth from Newcastle United in March 1993 for
£100,000. He began his career at home in Denmark with
Aarhus and won league and cup honours with the club as
well as a host of international caps. He was signed by Jim
Smith, for Newcastle, for £240,000 in 1989.

PAUL WALSH (forward) - Club captain, Paul joined
Portsmouth during last summer for £400,000. An England
international, he started his career at Charlton before moving
to Luton Town in 1982. Liverpool captured his signature in
1984 for £750,000 and he moved to Spurs three years later.

GERRY CREANEY (forward) - Gerry joined Portsmouth
for a club record fee of £500,000 towards the end of last year.
A Scottish youth, under-21 and full international, he enjoyed
a fair degree of success at Parkhead and will be hoping for the
same with Portsmouth.

JOHN DURNIN (forward) - John joined Portsmouth from
Oxford United last summer as a replacement for Guy
Whittingham. He started his career with Liverpool before
joining United for £250,000 in 1988. He has good memories
of facing Luton Town: scoring four goals against the Town, at
the Manor Ground, last season.

MEET THE BOSS

half  with

ingham City.

Division championships.

He then moved to QPR, who he took to the final of the
1986 Milk Cup Final, before moving to Newcastle in 1988.
After internal conflict and a crippling injury list, he resigned
in March 1991 to take control at Fratton Park. Following cup
disappointment in 1992, he led Pompey on the promotion
trail last season, with the side narrowly missing out on the

Premiership after finishing third.

United in 1956,
enjoying spells at Aldershot, Ml o1
Halifax and Lincoln City.
After spending three
years as player-manager
with Colchester,
took into the Third Division
in 1973-74, Jim joined
Blackburn and later Birm-

In March 1982, after guid-
ing Birmingham into the
) First Division, Jim took the
reins at Oxford United. Within two seasons he had taken
the club into the First Division, via the Third and Second

10 YEAR RECORD

im Smith started his
J playing career as a wing-

Sheffield
before r
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LUTONTOWN

FOR ALL THE FAMILY

LUTON TOWN REPLICA KITS AND TRACKSUITS NOWIN STOCK
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..................
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Luton Town

) LEISURE DANCE
(I 0 & ALL TYPES OF
SPORTS WEAR

SKI-WEAR NOW AVAILABLE
ALSO LARGE RANGE
OF SKI-WEAR HIRE

4 Nursery Parade, Marsh Rd,
Leagrave, Luton LU3 2QP
Tel: 0582 571322

quality service for over 25 years
and still the only number
you'll ever need

complete package to
commerce & industry

Local Authority and
Health Authority contractors

Manager: David Pleat
Colours: White/Blue Shirts,

Blue/White Shorts

fﬂ\ Juergen Sommer
519 Pes Linton

§5/% Trevor Peake
56/ John Dreyer

~ 4 Julian James

Ceri Hughes
%E* John Hartson

%gsﬂ Scott Oakes

SUBS

s17¢ Jamie a1
Campbell ga Houghton

wZG\? Scott

Officlal ball sponsor

REFEREE:
G Singh

Petterson

(Wolverhampton)

Mark
Blake

Manager: Jim Smith

Red/Black Shirts,
Red Shorts

Colours:

Alan Knight

Jon Gittens 2

Ray Daniel 3

Alan McLoughlin /4

Kit Symons /5>

Tony (4

" Dobson 1:\

Plowmans AND LUTCH TOWN — THE PE]
of

Luton

Andy Awford <6

Brian / 115
Horne r

OOH AH

Cavity Wall have you got

CAVITY WALL

$ave your enengy with

British Gas”
Eastern

CAVITY WALL

INSULATION S$ERVICE
Far details contact
CHILTERNS DISTRICT
Tel: (0582) 481810

The Red Lion
Toddington Road
Milton Bryan
Nr. Woburn
Bedfordshire
Tel: 0525 210044

RF iCT MATCH

You'll do a great deal better wzth us'
Vauxhall Main dealers 15 Hltchln Road Luton




eXeCUTIVE MEMBERS

KENILWORTH CLUB 82 _

SUITE T.J. Aldridge Builders
Bevengrace Ltd
Bervale Meade Insurance Brokers
C.P. Contracts

J.S.B. Business Forms

Luton Cleaning Company

Anachem Ltd
Mr G. Chamberlain
Fisher Frozen Foods Ltd

F & T Goodwin Ltd Nordic Supplies

Grosvenor Contracts Mr F.W. Pearce

Handscombe Financial Services Ltd Nir ], Peters
Shorey Travel

R.W. Harvey & Son Space Display Systems

M. J. Foods Techno Sign Ltd
i INDIVIDUAL BOX HOLDERS
Radley Shaw

Mr Alan Garner

Steadfast Properties PLC Mr Malcolm Eade
Wilton Contract and Vehicle Rental Mr Roger Eade

EXECUTIVE BOXHOLDERS

Regal Litho

Britisp,
Gag?
Easterg

(22 Luton Town Clubcall 0891 12 11 23

JUNIOR HATTERS

We are getting used to excitement here at
Luton and all those Junior Hatters who man-
aged to attend the game with Newcastle
United will vouch for that.

It was a brilliant time for filling up your auto-
graph books too, with players like Ruel Fox,
Andy Cole and Peter Beardsley happy to stop
and chat. We saw some famous past players like
Dave Watson, who earned many caps for
England, our own favourite Ricky Hill, Kevin
Keegan of course and it was rumoured ex-
England manager Graham Taylor was also
amongst the crowd.

hearty welcome to the players officials and supporters of
Portsmouth to Kenilworth Road this evening. We hope you enjoy
the game which is always exciting whenever we meet.

Hope you are all enjoying the Junior Hatters
activities arranged so far. Don’t forget to try our
special family evenings at Pizza Hut Dunstable
and Pizza Hut Luton on Wednesday nights
where you can eat a tasty meal and meet our
players as well.

Look out for the next issue of the ‘Harry of
the Hatters’ newsletter which will be coming
out soon and please write in with your com-
ments and suggestions.

And finally, keep those tonsils wobbling,
‘Come on you Hatters! '

MATCH DAY MASCOT JUNIOR HATTERS TRAVEL

Name: Nairon Janes
Date of Birth: 5.5.82

School attended:
| Streetfield Middle
| School

| Hobbies: Football and
wimming

| Favourite Luton player:
' Scott Oakes

Who accompanies you to et

Luton matches: My Dad piw
-Hut.

SPONSORED BY LUTON AND
DUNSTABLE PIZZA HUT

Travel arrangements for the away games at
Nottingham Forest and Barnsley are as follows:

5.3.94 Nottingham Forest - depart
Kenilworth Road forecourt: 12.00 mid-day.
Arrive home approximately 7.00 pm.

26.3.94 Barnsley - depart Kenilworth Road
forecourt: 11.00 am.
Arrive home approximately 8.15 pm.

The price for all matches this season has been
fixed at £5.00 for Junior Hatters and £8.00 for
accompanying adults (price includes tickets
for the match). Booking and payment can be
made via the Ticket Office up to four days
prior to the match.

JUNIOR HATTERS’ BIRTHDAYS THIS MONTH

February 16-25: Jessica Corradine, Michael Mead, Louis Fry, Kristopher Parker, Darren Dudley, Neil Marshall, Philip Cuff, Andrew Crick, James Taylor, Paul
Coles, Barry Laggan, Mark Scaife, Dawn Marshall, Sarah Nolan, Stephen Hyde, Matthew Riley, Thomas Lane, Laura Smith, Kevin Smith, James Bennett,
Emily Horn, Stuart Cooper, James Cobb, Yasmin Newman, Alex MacCaulay, Hannah Twitchen, Sarah Harper, Shane Murphy, Charlotte Godden, Matthew
Redmond, Stephen Barringer. Karl Barton, Ben Collier, Daniel Pilgrim, Simon Wright, Richard Wheeler, Natasha Barringer, Stephen White, Jade Coleman,
Marcus Perch, Jennifer Tysoe, Christopher Caiulo, Katy Hann, Darren Cook, Kevin Laggan, Craig Nicoll, Andrew Meeﬁ.

Alan Woollard, Christian hanson, Nico Disalvo, Darryl Bannan, Matthew Nolan.

Stephen Leaning, John Dillnutt,




I-I?alping th ost important
ke football

Football is much more than a game of 90 minutes. Every
day clubs throughout Britain are providing recreational
and sporting opportunities for their local communities

Much of this has been achieved with the help of the
Foorball Trust. As part of its commitment to Football,
The Trust has granted £4M to set up the National Football
and Community Development Scheme.

Bringing club and communiry together, Trust-backed
initiatives have provided a variety of local amenities,
including:

®  Artificial pirches for local reams

® (Coaching for youngsters

®  Support for women's football

® Facilities for people with disabilities

The Football Trust is helping the game at all levels.

SOTBAY

Y THE FOOTBALL TRUST

3 for the greatest Hits of All Time &,

and Unrivalled Daily Sports News!

SUPERGOLD 828 AM
in Herts, Beds & Bucks

THE LAST
TIME
WE MET

Heroics by Juergen Sommer iy
the Luton goal ensured a closé
and exciting game at Fratto
Park back in August. He made
number of memorable saves,
most  notably  from
Chapman and
McLoughlin, to earn the man
of-the-match tag by the loca
press contingent present.

He was, however, beaten in the
38th minute when a slip by
Kerry Dixon (below) let ir
Pompey debutant Paul Hall tc
score the only goal of the game,
The Town's best effort came
from Scott Oakes (above) wh
shot narrowly wide in the open
ing minutes of the match.

Said Sommer after the game: "I
was hot out there and the balls
just kept coming back. But
despite the goal, I was pleasec
with my individual perfor
marnce.” One man who was not
so happy after the game was|
Kerry Dixon. "I am gutted," he
said. "The mistake was just one
of those things and I tried so
hard to make amends later."
Town team: Sommer, James,
Peake, Dreyer, Johnson, Telfer,
Hughes, Preece, Oakes,
Willicms, Dixon. Subs:|
Houghton, Benjamin,
Petterson.

"\ Pompey team: Knight, Neill,

Symons, Awford, Stimson, Hall,
McLoughlin, Brake, Burns,
Chapman, Walsh. Subs:
Aspinall, Price, Horne.



Neville Ovenden Football
Combination League Table
(up to and including 5.2.94)

P W DLFA Ps
(helsea 2 15 5 2 U8
NorwichGity 24 10 7 7 45 3% &
Southampton 23 9 8 6 33 M 3
Arsenal 24 10 4 10 50 45 ¥
WMillwall B9 68 4243
SwindonTown 18 10 1 7 7 2 3
OxordUnited 24 7 0 8 40 38 X0
Tottenham Hotspur 20 8 5 7 38 26 29
IpswichTown 19 8 4 7 3 32 28
LUTONTOWN 22 8 4 10 41 47 28
WestHam United 18 7 6 § 21 2 27
BristolRovers 21 6 9 6 26 28 27
0PR. M8 39 BRNY
Wimbledon 2B 6 98 BX¥ AU
CrystalPalace 22 6 8 & 28 30 26
Brighton&HA. 18 6 7 & 23 17 25
Portsmouth 35 B 0% 4 B
Bristol City 5 49 2141
Watford 19 4 5 1034 17
Chartton Athletic 15 4 2 9 16 24 14

AUNGER SCORES IN
GOOD DRAW AGAINST
THE SEAGULLS

Brighton 1

Luton Town 1

Neville Ovenden Football
Combination, Thursday,
10 February, 1994,

The Hatters’ reserves had to
endure a frustrating journey
down to this fixture, played at
Bognor where they arrived only
35 minutes before the kick-off.
But once they had recovered,
Wayne Turner's team played a
full part in an open and exciting
game against a team coached by
Jimmy Case.

“I was quite pleased with the
overall display,” said Wayne.
“We had done a lot of work with
our front players on their move-
ment and it paid off with the
goal, scored by Geoff Aunger
from a cross by Justin Gentle.
“We started well and for 25 min-
utes we created scoring opportu-
nities. But they scored against
the run of play from the rebound
after a free-kick. After that, we
lost our way for a while, but we
regrouped at half-time and start-

claimed a

Geoff Aunger...
well-deserved c'qm'lhscr

RESERVES :

ed well again in the second half
and fully deserved our equaliser.”
Wayne reported that the
Brighton side included five or six
players with first team experi-
ence and that the second half
produced plenty of exciting foot-
ball. “It was a hard-fought game
and I thought a draw was a fair
result,” he said.

He reserved special praise for the
encouraging return to the team
of Aaron Skelton who, in his first
game since his long injury lay-
off, played for an hour. “I
thought he did well. It was good
to see him back in action,” said
Wayne.

Marvin Johnson and David
Greene were both also playing,
in their third appearances since
returning after injury, and they
performed well too, according to
Wayne, “It was good to see them
playing with confidence and I
thought it was a good game. We
had shots from Geoff Aunger and
‘Billy" Williams which hit the
woodwork and I am sure the
spectators at Bognor enjoyed it.”

Team: Petterson, Philp, Greene,
Johnson, Rioch, Gentle, Skelton,
Ryan, Houghton, Williams,

Aunger 1, Subs: Woolgar, Power.

1 il
impressed

Aaron Skelton...
on his return to the team
after injury.

BACK ON TRACK
WITH A RESOUNDING
VICTORY

Luton Town 4

Bristol City 0

South East Counties League
Division Two,

Saturday, February 5, 1994.

Following two successive 4-1
defeats, Terry Westley's side
showed great character to win
this encounter against, it must be
said, one of the weaker sides in
the division. Midfielder Matthew
Woolgar took his total for the sea-
son to 11 and Westley was
pleased with the way the defence
responded after their recent poor
performances. "We had worked
with the back four all week and
they looked much stronger in this
game," he added. "We went two
goals up within 20 minutes and
were coasting. We then started to
get sloppy at times and missed
the opportunity to score more
than the four goals we ended up
with. Nevertheless, it was pleasing
to get back to winning ways."

Team: Davis, Wilmott, Jukes,
Simpson, Chenery, Goodridge,
Power 1, Woolgar 2, Gibb, Butler
1, Woodsford. Subs: Issott, Turner.

Matthew Woolgar.
from midfield this season

11 goals

YOUTH

BY WAYNE TURNER
AND TERRY WESTLEY

Jamie Woodsford.......
get at East Thurrock

on ftar-

'ONE OF OUR BEST
RESULTS THIS YEAR'

East Thurrock 1

Luton Town 2

Eastern Junior Cup,

Second Round,

Monday, February 7, 1994.
The Town progressed into round
three of the Eastern Junior Cup
with a hard-fought battle against
non-league East Thurrock. Terry
fielded five schoolboys in the
side and included only two sec-
ond-year apprentices, namely
Gary Simpson and Lee
Campbell. The result, therefore,
gave Terry huge satisfaction.
"This was one of our best results
this year," he stated. "Thurrock
were a decent outfit and we
knew we would have a battle on
our hands. We used the ball sen-
sibly and showed tremendous
commitment throughout.
Steven Goodridge's goal with a
minute to go was just reward for
our efforts. A very pleasing result
indeed."

Team: Davis, Wilmott,
Simpson, Chenery, Palmer,
Campbell, Power, Goodridge 1,
Thomas, Woodsford 1, Issott.
Subs: Douglas, Evers, Turner

South East Counties League
Division Two Season 1993-94

Satt4Aug  Swindon Town 1
Sat2tAug  Crystal Palace 11
Sat28Aug  Reading 12
SatdSept  Wimbledon 10
Sat11Sept  Totlenham Holspur (3]
Wed 15.Sept ~ West Ham United (SUFC1) 1+
Sal 18Sepl  Charlton Athefic (SECLCT) 34
Sat25Sept  Brighton & Hove Albion 23
Sat2 0ct Oxford United 11
Mon110ct  WestHam United (SFICTR) 31
Sat 16 0ct Brentford 14
a1 23 Oct Chelsea (SECLC2) 25
Tue2§0ct  Derby County (FAYC1) 1
Sat 30 Oct Boumemouth il
ThudNov  Cambridge Ciy (EICT) 4
Sal 6 Nov Southampton 2l
Sat13Nov  Colchester United 53
Tue16Nov  Derby County (FAYCIR) 1
Sat20Nov  Bristol Rovers 10
Tue23Nov  Arsenal (SUFC2) 12
Wed1Dec  Derby County (FAYC1, 2R) 0
Sat4Dec  Bristol Rovers 05
Sat11Dec  Swindon Town 20
Sat18Dec  Orystal Palace P
Saltan  Reading 21
Sat22Jan  Brighton & Hove Albion 14
Sat 29 Jan Oxford United 14
Sat 5 Feb Bristal City &
Mon7 Feb East Thurrock (EJG2) bl
Sat12fh  Brentford 14
Sal19Fed  Bournemouth

Sat26Fed  Southamplon

§at § Mar Colchester United

T8.A. Bristo City, Wimledon, Tottenham (al avay)

South East Counties League

Division Two Table

(up to and including 5.2.94)

P W DL

Crystal Palace 17 9 4 4 3
Brentford 19 8 65 28
LUTONTOWN 13 9 4 6 30
SwindnTown 17 9 3 5 %
OdordUnited 17 8 4 § 3
Wimbledon 18 100 8 4
Reading 7 540
BristolRovers 19 8 3 § 3
Brigton &HA. 21 7 5 9 3
Tottenham Hotspur 18 7 2 9 26
ColchesterUnited 21 6 4 11 28
Bournemauth %7 1 103
Southampton 17 5 4 § 18
Bristol City 7 3 3§ 1118

A Pis




Aaron Skelton: on
the way back after
a ‘nightmare’ six

months

PLAYER INTERVIEW JoSERr oL

own youngster Aaron Skelton was all set to make 1993-94 the

season in which he would make a claim for a regular first-team

place. It started brightly enough, with inclusion for the first-team's
pre-season trip to Scotland, but then disaster struck...

Aaron caught his studs in the ground dur-
ing a light-hearted 5-a-side training session
in Scotland and he felt a tremendous pain fire
up his leg. Unknown to him at the time he
had, in fact, ruptured a thigh muscle. "It felt
like someone had shot me in the leg," he
recalled. "I was in agony. A local surgeon
checked out the extent of the injury and he
said I had ruptured a thigh muscle. There was
talk of an operation to help heal the damage
at first, but in the end it was decided that a
three month lay-off was best."

Following an impressive 1992-93 season in
Terry Westley's youth team, Aaron was hop-
ing to continue his progression this term,
and following his inclusion in the first tour
match against St Johnstone, hopes were high.
The injury, therefore, was devastating news
for the 19-year-old from Welwyn Garden
City, who had to start all over again.

"It was so frustrating just sitting watching
the players train and play matches," he con-
tinued. "It was important to get off to a good
start this season, so to find out that I would
be out for three months was hard to take.

"I had also been training with the England
under-18 squad, the one which won the
Furopean Championship last season, which
made it all doubly disappointing."

His long, painful wait has finally come to
an end. Aaron returned to full training two
weeks ago which, he admits, was tough
going. He is gradually finding his fitness and
his first test was inclusion in the Town's
reserve side which played at Brighton 12 days
ago.

"I just want to ease myself back in," he
added. "I have done plenty of body work, but
there is nothing like playing to get my fitness

T T —

back. You never lose your natural skill, just
the fitness. So, once I have re-discovered that,
I should be well on the road to full recovery.

"Luckily, I am only young, so I have plen-
ty of time on my side to get back in with the
Luton first-team squad. I have not set myself
any targets, but to be involved by the end of
the season would be a nice bonus."

Aaron has been at Luton since he was 13
years old. He attended the club's School of
Excellence backed by Vauxhall, before sign-
ing schoolboy forms at the age of 16. He is
hoping to follow the long line of youngsters
to have progressed through the ranks at
Kenilworth Road and into the first-team.
John Hartson and Matthew Woolgar have
both been involved at some stage this season,
and Aaron believes their involvement will
help him settle in.

AT FELT LIKE =

"We all played together in the youth team
last season, so I can ask, particularly John, if I
need any advice. It helps having young play-
ers around in the first-team squad. It helps
settle you in because you know how they
play, their capabilities and their problems.

"Playing more and more reserve games also
helps. I am learning from the players around
me all the time. You can never stop learning
at my age."




Re-vitalised
Town silence the
Pompey chimes

BACK TRACKING BY ROGER WASH

emember season 1987/88? It proved to be our most successful to
date. However, when we visited Fratton Park in the early weeks of
the campaign, Wembley glory and a five league campaign seemed

a long way off.

Portsmouth were back in Division One for
the first time since 1959 and by the time of
our meeting at Fratton Park on October 10,
were sitting happily in mid-table. We, on the
other hand, were sliding down the table with
only two wins from ten starts.

Miserable weather kept the crowd down to
12,391 - the lowest of the season at Fratton
Park - and it was Portsmouth who always
looked the likely winners. Kevin Dillon
opened the scoring in the 55th minute when
he hammered in a shot which deceived Luton
goalkeeper Les Sealey and went in off a post.

Dillon was on target again 20 minutes later,
from the penalty spot, when former Luton
player Vince Hilaire took a tumble in the area.
The game was wrapped up just before the end
when Paul Mariner was left with a free header
to put the result beyond doubt.

Mick Harford, mulling over a £1 million
transfer bid from West Ham, scored a consola-
tion from a hotly disputed penalty in injury
time but that mattered little as the local press,
as well as chairman David Evans, were
scathing when talking about teams display.
Comments ranging from 'utterly depressed' to
'‘players not pulling their weight' filled the
papers and manager Ray Harford came under
pressure for the first time.

The Town then put together a run of nine
wins and only three defeats from the next 14
games. [t saw the team rise up to eighth posi-
tion in the table passing Portsmouth on the
way. By the time of the return against Pompey
on March 29, the Town had entered into their
marathon attempt at winning all three
domestic cup competitions and were falling
behind with league fixtures: They had played

(io Luton Town Clubcall 0891 12 11 23

only seven league games since the turn of the
year and had not played a game at home for
almost two months.

[ seem to remember being a little worried at
the time as, although we had plenty of games
in hand, other teams were overtaking us as we
seemed to be concentrating on the cups.

Only 6,710 turned up at Kenilworth Road for
the league clash. This was explained by a mix-
ture of expensive cup games and a pathetic per-
formance in the Simod Cup final two days. We
need not have worried, however ,as Danny
Wilson crashed home a 25-yard free kick in the
eighth minute to settle the nerves.

Pompey did shock the Town by equalising,
courtesy of that man Dillon again, shortly
after half-time, but within 60 seconds Mark
Stein had restored the Town's lead, heading
home from a corner. Ten minutes later Paul
Mariner, in attempting to mark Town captain
Steve Foster, headed a beauty into his own net
and the scoring was completed just before the
end from the boot of Brian Stein, shortly after
Pompey had missed from the penalty spot.

The Town lost only three home league
games that season, finishing ninth as well as
winning the Littlewoods Cup.What were we
worried about?

Previous Encounters

P WA L F A
Away 1750 1) 54 2
Home 18 4 6 8 200 3l
Total S S SN

Mick Harford — on target against Pompey in
1987.

o Who was the young Pompey striker, partnering George
m Grahamatthetime, wholater played forthe Town?

Who made a league debut for Portsmouth at 17 and

B becameaTownplayerat33?

Who put four Pompey goals past the Town last season, and

®m whereishenow?

5 years - A solitary goal from skip-

per Steve Foster was enough to
earn all three points as

Middlesbrough were seen off at

Kenilworth Road. The game
marked the league debut of Dave
Beaumont. (18/2/89). :

10 years - Following a 5-0 thrash-

ing at Kenilworth Road the previ-

ous week, a 0-0 draw against

Liverpool was welcome indeed. |

(18/2/84).

15 years - Barry Silkman made his

Luton debut in a hard-earned 2-1

home win over Blackbum. Alan

West and Chris Turner were the

second-half goalscorers after we

went in at the interval 1-0 down.

(24/2/79).

20 years - After the 4-0 thrashing at |
home to Leicester City in the FA

Cup the previous week, the Town
bounced back in style, seeing off

Crystal Palace at Kenilworth Road. |

Jim Ryan (penalty) and Barry
Butlin were the scorers. :
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Oakes or French:

best we have seen?

cott Oakes’ goal against Derby County prompted many older sup-

porters to recall similarly stunning strikes from the past. The

names came rolling back: Dally Duncan, Billy Bingham, Gordon
Turner, Bruce Rioch and Malcolm Macdonald. But did anyone score a
better goal than that of Graham French in the home game against
Mansfield in 19697 Club statistician Roger Wash reports

g been asked by three Town fans for a
erker’ to remind them of the match
against the Stags nearly 25 years ago, | have first to
declare that I shall not be drawn into any argu-
ments over the quality of the goals, but instead will
recall the story of the night as I remember it. It is
the safest way.
To set the scene: we were on the crest of a wave
back in September, 1969. The
Fourth  Division champi-
onship had been won the pre-
vious May.
Crowds were back to the
levels of the First Division
days of ten years earlier and
the team was unbeaten after
seven games of the new sea-
SOn.
The  attendance  that
evening was 19,315. The sup-

SSIISRR RSNV RR RSV E NI G5 il (second left) watches team-mate
Terry Branston sign a match ball in April
1968. Also in attendavice are Tony Read
(far left) and Ray Whittaker (far right).

had hardly taken their places
before the Town were down
to 10 men.

A goalmouth melee ended
with Alan Slough in the back :
of the net and punches being thrown. The referee,
Malcolm Sinclair, emerged from the fray waving
his note-book. He ordered crowd favourite Bruce
Rioch off the pitch for a ‘crime’, it was later proved
with the use of press photographs, he did not com-
mit.

Bowed but not beaten, the remaining Lu
players knuckled down to the task with a
determination. Their determination paid off as
they went one up after 20 minutes through a
penalty expertly converted by left-winger Mike
Harrison.

Mansfield, however, were in a lively mood too
and they levelled the score soon after the half-time
interval. When John Moore and captain Terry

Branston were forced to leave the pitch for treat-
ment, they began to look the sharper team.

Then, as if to even things up, the referee sent off
Phil Waller of Mansfield for a harmless tackle on
Brian Lewis. Rejuvenated by this, the Town players
tore into the Stags’ defence, regaining the lead in
the 69th minute with a Laurie Sheffield header.

More excitement followed when Lewis, chasing
on to a Harrison pass, drib-
bled round two men, drew
the goalkeeper and coolly
stroked home the third goal
to send the crowd wild.

With 10 minutes to go —
and the crowd still buzzing
— came the moment which
Scott Oakes has revived in
the memories of so many
Kenilworth Road regulars.

French, collecting the ball

in his own penalty area,
loped the length of the field,
showed the ball to three
defenders and then beat
them all before hitting a low

. p " shot past Dave Hollins in the
Mansfield goal. It was a goal that you never forget.

That Mansfield scored again in the last minute
mattered little,. We only wanted to talk about
THAT GOAL. Did we really see that?

Having been privileged to see both games, I can
point to the off-the-ball running of Lewis, drawing
defenders, in the first match, but counter it with
the fact that French ran almost the full length of
the pitch.

Oakes, on the other hand, did not have so far to
run, but his finish was more explosive.

The only similarity, of which we are certain, is
that they were both scored at the Kenilworth Road
end. S0, no arguments, please. It must be a tie... |
rest my case!
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Cup success throws
our division under
the spotlight

NEWS ON ONE BY TIM COLLINGS

ust what is it about our First Divison this season which has put the

cat among so many Premiership pigeons in the cup competitions?

No sooner had the furore surrounding a week of FA Cup fourth round
giant-killing passed by than Tranmere Rovers were at it again, moving
within clear sight of a place in the Coca-Cola Cup final at Wembley....

So, Tranmere look like enjoying a trip to the
Twin Towers. Their 3-1 victory over Aston Villa in
the first leg of their Coca-Cola Cup semi-final was
a truly rasping rah-rah night and makes them
Merseyside’s outstanding team of the moment. No
wonder John King, their manager, was both happy
and philosophical afterwards.

“The secret here is no secret really,” he said. “1
like to try and keep a footballing team together.
Players who like to play enjoy sticking together
when they can and we have a strong chairman too.
That explains a lot, but the credit is due to the play-
ers and their attitude

— although [ was pret- PARK HAMPERS PARK HAMPERS PARK HAMPERS PARK HAMPERS

ty disappointed with
the goal we gave away.
“When our third
went in, I thought that
was wonderful. But to
give them a goal keeps
the tie alive and takes
the shine off our
result.” Even with that
unwelcome stain on
their performance,
Tranmere still came
away from Prenton
Park as favourites to
meet Manchester
United or Sheffield Wednesday in the final. Now
wouldn't it be a coup if Tranmere went on and fin-
ished the job by hammering United at Wembley?
It may not sound that likely, but it could hap-
pen. Just read the FA Cup results from the fourth
round. Who would have thought that Bolton
would beat Arsenal (even after their miraculous
feats against Liverpool last year and Everton in this
season's third round) or that Charlton Athletic
could travel to Blackburn and knock them cold?
Even more unlikely was Oxford United’s replay win
over Leeds United at Elland Road. (Modesty pre-
vents us crowing too much over our own success
against Kevin Keegan's Newcastle United....)

SAWAVAVS

Tranmere Rovers - the pride of Merseyside at present. our hands whether we

By tonight, of course, we will know the outcome
of the fifth round ties, but whatever the results, we
all know how entertaining and successful our
Division One teams can be and it is satisfying to see
how well our old boys from Luton have been
doing. Bolton, after all, are praised not only for
their results, but also for the brand of football they
play under Bruce Rioch, who, younger supporters
may not be aware, played here at Kenilworth Road
in the same team as David Pleat in the mid-1960's.
S0, too, did John Moore for that matter and Barry
Fry was always around then as well. :

Fry is now at
Birmingham City, of
course, and not enjoy-
ing life anything like as
much as he did by the
seaside at Southend. A
2-1 defeat at Millwall
was the latest in a line
| of disappointments. But
Fry is anything but
defeatist. “It's a terrible,
terrible, terrible posi-
tion to be in,” he said.
“But it's still basically in

can get out of it and
with the players I've got
becoming available, I feel confident we can
improve and win enough games to stay in this divi-
sion.”

By comaparison, Rioch is revelling in life at
Bolton where the passing game, as taught at
Kenilworth Road, flourishes anew. It spreads every-
where doesn’t it? And don’t forget the effects that
another intelligent ex-Lutonian has had with his
management efforts at Peterborough. Chris Turner
only took over recently, but he has inspired a
revival which has seen the Posh start living up to
their nickname again. In fact, Posh might be a good
name for the way most of us play in this divi-
S100.....
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Our words ring
true as match day
sponsorships blossom

COMMERCIAL FOCUS

fter the hectic build-up to our memorable and exciting cup win

over Newcastle United, the Commercial Department has

returned to something like normal for tonight's league match
against Portsmouth.

A few weeks ago we wrote 'success on the
field breeds success off it'. That has certainly
been borne out, as we have had numerous
enquiries from companies regarding execu- =
tive sponsorships for matches for the remain- AUTOMOTIVE
der of the season.

It has been encouraging from our point of
view that a lot of the enquiries have come from
new companies who obviously see the associa-
tion as a worthwhile commercial investment.

Finally, we wish to extend a warm wel-
come to Mr Fox who is in executive box 7 and
to Mr A. Baringer in executive box 5.

For further details regarding our execu-
tive boxes, clubs suites or function rooms,
contact the Commercial Department on
(0582) 411622.

Antonys
Tailor

GLAZING

24 HOUR REPLACEMENT SERVICE
DIRECT INSURANCE BILLING
LAMINATED GLASS REPAIRS

0800 88 0800
LUTON 414235

OF LONDON

DRESS HIRE
LADIES AND GENTS
BESPOKE TAILORING |
12 DUNSTABLE ROAD, LUTON,

BEDS 0PPOSITE MAIN POST OFFICE

Commercial Executive Gary Hooper is pictured

with young g
birthday boxes.

s in one of our highly-popular

TEL: (0582) 424687

(w Luton Town Clubcall 0891 12 11 23

Match Sponsors

Match Ball Sponsor

F&R Cawley Ltd are the leading
waste management contractor in the
region, specialising in be-spoke sys-
tems for their wide range of customers
which include such names as
Vauxhall Motors, IBC Vehicles and
Electrolux. Their long-standing com-
mitment to re-cycling ensures cus-
tomers of a caring approach to the
environment. Congratulations to
general manager David Watson on his
appointment as a director of F&R
Cawley Ltd.

Gary Deards Building Contractors
and Decorators have been estab-
lished for 10 years and regularly con-
tracts for two major brewery compa-
nies. They operate in the Herts, Beds,
Bucks and London areas and their
work is mainly full refurbishments to
public houses and offices.

‘o
w &

Motorbodies of Luton have estab-
lished themselves as the leading
Vauxhall dealer for the sale of new
and used Vauxhall cars and vans.

They are specialists in supplying
vehicles to individuals, Vauxhall
Motors' employees and businessmen,
both large and small.

In addition, the Service Department
can tackle any service or repair.
Motorbodies are approved body
repairers for several of the major
insurance companies, and their parts
department is open 7 days a week.

s

parvie T e

IF YOU REQUIRE ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CALL OR VISIT YOUR
LOCAL BRANCH MANAGER: DAVID BLUMSOM, HFC BANK PLC,
15/17 UPPER GEORGE STREET, LUTON, BEDFORDSHIRE, LU1 2RD

AT HFC BANK, YOU'LL DISCOVER THE MOST
CIVILISED PEOPLE IN THE FINANCIAL JUNGLE.

' TELEPHONE: 0582 459797

I_

BANK
All loans subject to status. A written quotation of our credit terms is available

on request. HFC Bank plc. Registered office; North Street, Winkfield,
Windsor, Berkshire SL4 4TD. Registered in England No. 1117305

Calls cost 36p per min cheap rate or 48p per min all other times

a o

R. J. BLOW &

C OMUPANY

THE FRIENDLY ACCOUNTANTS

Book-Keeping,
Taxation and Wages etc.
#

STIRLING HOUSE,
30 GUILDFORD STREET,
LUTON, BEDS LUl 2NR

*

Tel: (0582) 38792
Fax: (0582) 423347
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'BEARD BROS LTD

| Supporting the less-abled of
Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire and

Buckinghamshire.
with Luton Town F.C.

Difficulty getting there...
Don't miss the match.

: Free Home
_Demonstrations or
\ | i visit our

s u'\i\i\iin‘n- showrooms

||ll\|l|l ‘l“““” in Bedford or

Watford.

The largest

selection in
the south

of England.

Beard Bros. Ltd

Watford (0923) 250922
~ Bedford (0234) 266666
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