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15 seasons of top class competition and
we're still top of the holiday league
Try a Falcon Holiday this year and find
out why we're unbeatable

Tel: 01-221 6298

33 Notting Hill Gate London W11 3JQ

oFinding the way: lan Allinson (top) and Mark Stein (below) challenge for a way through against Pompey. The
Town won 4-1

® Number one: Danny Wilson curls in our opening goal from a free-kick against Portsmouth last

week
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Welcome to Sheffield Wednesday, a hardened and experienced First
Division team who are sure to give us a tough match tonight. We came
away from Sheffield last November with a 2-0 victory so they are certain
to be determined to try and prevent us from achieving the ‘double’ over
them. Tonight's match will be our third in eight days following the Simod
Cup final when we were well beaten and, as I am writing these notes
before our Easter visit to Newcastle, I feel I must make some reference
to that huge disappointment we all felt at Wembley

ASTRA LEADS
FROM BACKS

People say that losing semi-finals is the worst feeling in football, but our
defeat by Reading was much worse. I was pleased that the players were
able to bounce back and beat Portsmouth 4-1 last week, but the deep
hurt of our Wembley defeat was not wiped away. It was a terrible feeling
for everyone. And I think it may be a while before we have replaced all
that which was lost in that defeat. At least we have recovered some of our
shape and picked up three vital points in the First Division by beating
Portsmouth. If we had lost, it would have been a worrying experience to
look at the First Division table.

Worst feeling of all
We know we have good players and they proved in the second half of
last week's match that they can pass and play well. I think we have
learned our lesson from the Simod Cup final defeat. The Wembley
experience will have been a good thing in that respect. It is no place to
go and lose. That is the worst feeling in the world and we do not want it
to happen again. We got a few things sorted out afterwards and, as | have
always said, it is the First Division league table which will finally tell us
what sort of season we have had. In that respect, I am hoping we can
improve our away record and still challenge for a place in the top eight.
Give the team your full support tonight. We are a family club and every
voice can help. Enjoy the match.
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Long road to Wembley

Dear Sir
As a dedicated Town supporter
for many years, it has given me
great pleasure and pride to tell
the local Africans in this part of
the world that British football
consists of more than just Liver
pool and Manchester United
My task here has been made
easier by the fact that my team
are finally at Wembley in the
Littlewoods Cup and looking
very promising in the FA Cup
The exposure that Luton are
receiving in Africa i1s quite
amazing with every sports
program televising highlights of
one game or another, with spe
cial emphasis on the Stein
brothers, who are fast becom
ing ‘not so local' heroes

[ have waited the full 29 years
to see Luton play at Wembley
and am blowed if I will miss the
greatest moment in their history
now. As such I will be catching
the 18.40 flight out of Gaborone
on the 23rd April landing at Gat
wick 06.20 on the morning of the
Littlewoods Cup final. After
being collected by relatives
will have a quick breakfast in
Luton before going off t
Wembley to see the boys put
one over on the Arsenal. Now if

Write to The Editor, Luton Town F.C,,
Kenilworth Road, Luton by Tuesday a.m.

eLocal hero: Brian Stein

that isnt a long road to
Wembley, all 6,000 miles of it
I'd like someone to tell me what
is!! Mind you I could be feeling
very weary by the final whistle
especially if there is extra time
still as a fully qualified Town
supporter of many years all |
can say Is, It's sure worth com
ing home for. Mind you as I am
back for three weeks can I ask
for the Town to squeeze In
another visit for me on the 14th
May, if it is not too much trouble
as | want to prove to the Afri

cans that Lutons' football 1s sim-
ply the best of British

See you at Wembley, Il be
the one sleeping by the players
tunnel

Yours faithfully
Roger P. Davies

Gaborone

Botswana
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THANKS BRIAN

To those outside the’ Kenilworth Road faithful, Brian Stein
may not be a household name. But his life and career show
he 1s no ordinary footballer - he is a very special man. Like
his long time colleagues Mal Donaghy and Ricky Hill, his
loyalty to the club is unquestioned. Over the last ten years,
successive managers have been able to pencil in those
three names automatically

Flung into the cauldron of a vital cup replay at Maine
Road on his debut, he has done little wrong since. Soon
afterwards he made an immediate impact with a two-goal
home debut and has gone on to score many memorable
goals. Everybody must have their own particular favourite
Mine is a spectacular net-buster against Barnsley in the
final home game of the 1981-82 promotion year

For many of us though it is the strength of character 'that
Brian has shown in adversity that will be remembered. Life
has not always been easy either on or off the pitch. He
would never call football a matter of life or death. Brian
Knows that there are far more important things to fight for
Even though he was only eight when he came to Britain he
still remembers the realities of apartheid. Like his father
he has consistently spoken out against this injustice

There have been a lot of hard knocks on the field too. All
too often he and Ricky have had to endure the taunts of
mindless racists. The many goals conjured by their almost
telepathic understanding have proved the best possible
answer to these morons. And there is the way he bounced
back after that brief appearance in an England shirt

Looking back it hardly seems possible that almost five
years have passed since Brian's most telling contribution to
the Town's cause. The Hatters travelled to Manchester
City needing a win to ensure First Division survival. Brian
took painkillers to play

He had started the season well with 15 goals in 20 league
games. Then in early December disaster struck. In the
home game against City he broke a bone in his foot. Most
Town fans thought he was out for the rest of the season
Manchester City must have wished he had been. In the
week leading up to the crucial showdown David Pleat
decided he needed the experience of a half-fit Stein

Brian was in agony throughout the game. He could not
even run properly because of the pain. Then with only four
minutes left he received the ball on the right wing
Gathering all his remaining strength he tried to cross the
ball. It simply bounced back to him off City centre half
Tommy Caton. Undaunted he got round Paul Power and
banged in a centre the City goalkeeper could only palm
away

The rest is history Raddy Antic volleyed home that
rebound. The Town have since become an established
First Division force. Surely nobody deserves Wembley
glory more than a man who did so much to take Luton to the
top and made sure they stayed there

David Forman, Selangor, West Malaysia.
Anyone wanting to contribute to Chit-Chat, please write to.
The Editor, Luton Town F.C,, Dunstable Road, Luton, Beds

0' With Luton Town on the march to
Wembley, the Luton News is delighted to
gffer free posters, in the To wn's colours to
lans who want to make a bit of a show t
nfx{uk avery special season 7

They are available free from most local
newsagents or can be colleccted from the
Luton News office In Grosvenor House
Alma Street, Luton o

juton News

POSTER OFFER

WEMBLEY 1988

GOME ON
HATTERS!
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WEMBLEY NIGHTMARE

Luton Town1 Reading4

The Town'’s first appearance at Wembley for 29
years turned into a nightmare on Sunday, March
21, when they were comprehensively beaten by

Reading in the Simod Cup final. In front of a crowd

l
of 61,740, the team from the Second Division all |
but outclassed the Hatters as they scored twice in : ‘
each half on their way to a less than flattering |
victory.

“It was embarrassing,” said manager Ray
Harford afterwards. “It was painful. This was as

bad as I have seen us play. We deserved nothing.”

Mick Harford headed the Hatters into a 13th
minute lead when he dived bravely to connect
with Mark Stein’s knockback from an Ian
Allinson corner. But Reading stormed back to
lead within the opening 25 minutes as the Town,
who appeared complacent and lethargic, were
ripped open by the running of Michael Gilkes and
Neil Smillie.

Gilkes who scored the equaliser, was brought
down by Tim Bracker to earn the second - a
penalty by Stuart Brown - and then saw Smillie
take over by setting up an easy third for Mick
Tait. Smillie himself hit the fourth.

Had Reading made the most of further chances
in both halves, the score might have been
enlarged to six or seven. Les Sealey and Mick
Harford both fought with great heart to rally their
team-mates, but few other Town players could
look back on the day with any satisfaction at all.
Teams: Luton - Sealey, Breacker, Grimes,
McDonough, Foster, Donaghy, D. Wilson, B. Stein
(Johnson 80), Harford, M. Stein (Black 68),

n.
Reading - Francis, Bailie, Richardson, Beavon,
Hicks, Curle, Jones (Williams 68), Taylor, Tait
(Peters 83), Gilkes, Smillie.

Referee: J. Martin (Alton)

¢ Painful memories:
Wembley was not a happy
hunting ground for the
Town on March 27. Our
action pictures today
show Mick Harford in a
heading duel with
Reading’s Martin Hicks,
manager Ray Harford
leading out the team and
Danny Wilson and Mark
Stein trying to find a way
through. Pictures by Josh
Levy of Apex
Photography.
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FOOTBALL
FOCUS

Our cup exploits this year have attracted attention far and wide from all over the

world. They have also set many people recalling our last trip to Wembley for the FA
Cup final in 1959. Tonight, in Football Focus, we reproduce a section of an article
which appeared in The Independent last month and which recreates the feelings of

many of our older supporters:

‘In a Spring when Luton Town already in the
Littlewoods Cup final and at home to
Portsmouth in the FA Cup quarter-finals on
Saturday, may reach Wembley four times it is
appropr.ate to recall their last visit. They were
a band of brothers, those Hatters of 29 years ago
who took Luton Town to their only cup final

Syd Owen, captain, centre-half coach and
soon to be manager of the team who lost 2-1 to
Nottingham Forest at Wembley on 2 May 1959,
went on to serve Leeds United and Manchester
United in coaching and scouting capacities, but
the tone in his voice suggests his footballing
home remains in Kenilworth Road.

‘It was a joy to go to the ground every day," he
recalls, “a pleasure to see your mates, a
dressing room with a marvellous atmosphere, a
small-town club with a great deal of love and
affection around the place.”

Luton was still a pleasant hat-town on the
edge of a car factory just after the war with a
grey stone Carnegie Library under a green
copper roof, a 1,000-year-old parish church and
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a quaint little Corn Exchange as a reminder of
Bedfordshire's rich fields outside. All that was
swept away for the building of an Arndale
Centre which for sheer ugliness is surpassed
only by Manchesters. Luton's developers
would surely win a first prize for desecration: in
more sensible times the Prince of Wales would
have had them flung into Harlech's dungeons.

Luton was also affected by post-war
Immugration, drastically changing the nature of
the town. After sucha catharis it is not surprising
that the football club, a depository of the
memories and traditions of the old Luton, should
draw into itself and say “No strangers” on match-
days. In Owen's time Kenilworth Road was a
place a parent could send a small boy, or girl,
without the slightest fear, where if a policeman
was present he was not noticed and where the
excitement was provided by a succession of
gifted players - 10-goals-in-a-game Joe Payne,
Hugh Billington, Frank Soo, Bobby Brennan,
Cordon Turner and the man who personalised
Luton for 13 years, Owen.
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GLAZING REPAIRS - GLASS SUPPLIES
DECORATING SPECIALISTS

92 MARSH ROAD, LUTON, BEDS.

B GLAZING & 24 hr EMERGENCY SERVICE 0582 573025
DECORATING 0582 597505

LUTON TOWN
\'A
WIMBLEDON
FA Cup semi-final,
Saturday, April 9, 1988

£y

If this fixture results in a draw, the
replay will take place at White Hart
Lane on Wednesday, April 13. Full

Barclays League Division One
Tuesday, April 19, 1988

Luton Town v Queen's Park Rangers
Kick-off 7.45 pm

Supporters travelling by
| train to Whitehart Lane
‘ please note:

There is no entrance to under-
“Jaground at Kings Cross/St
«{ Pancras. Closed for re-build-
MATCH REFEREE ¥ ing. Supporters should take a
five minute walk to Euston Sta-
tion and get the Seven Sisters
Our match referee line to Whitehart Lane.

tonight is Mr K. Morton

CLUB NEWS

FA CUP SEMI-FINAL
WIMBLEDON v LUTON TOWN
Whitehart Lane, 9 April 1988

‘:"?F’/L,_f . éj}:\?‘\"’"‘%u

I B Tt = S S L
‘ Directions for Luton supporters travelling by road and coach

FORTHCOMING MATCHES AT KENILWORTH ROAD
Southern Junior Floodlit Cup Final

Saturday, April 11, 1988

Luton Town v Queen's Park Rangers
Kick-off 7.30 pm

SeVmE SO
HOTLINE
Luton (05

. -‘vtu’m:r"m;'."'.‘mg Ry

Match Tickets, Match Enquiries,
Membership, Junior Ha
g N

.4 N o ¥

from Bury St. Edmunds, (A .
Suffolk MatchBall ‘M|
Enjoy the match. ‘ Sponsors ‘./

Our match ball sponsors tonight
are Jennifer and Liam Higby
.+ who were lucky enough to win
the day out at Luton Town when
they entered a raffle organised
/| by the Tring Tornadoes. We
{ hope they enjoy their evening.
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S;ldhun Hire/Special Events: Ring

Ring - Bev Tyler &:I:-s Supervisor
Luton (0582) 412418
M Banqueting & Function Facilities:

t Rustill or Steve Bavister
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by BILL TOMLINS

eChat show: Brian Stein
is interviewed at Wembley
before our Simod Cup final
defeat by Reading.

I1THE IOVWNR

TIME TO SWALLOW OUR FEELINGS
AND GET BEHIND THE TEAM

EVERYONE at the club was
disappointed that we fell at the last
hurdle when we went to Wembley
for the Simod Cup final on March 27
It was a big blow to us all, but we
must now swallow our feelings on
that and look forwards again and get
behind the team

Some fans, I know, felt very de-
pressed by the result and the
performance. Mick Harford sum-
med everyone's feelings up after the
game when he said on television
that he felt he had cheated himself
and the fans. But football is a game
about winning and losing and we
must move on - and remember we
still have our best team in 103 years.

Support
No other club has the opportunity
we have of putting the Wembley
failure behind us in another major
cup final at the same stadium and
also of an appearance in the
Centenary Classic. Despite the
media hype, this is an important and
prestigious competition between
the top 16 clubs, based on results, in
the league's four divisions... and we

shall need your support
Luton were constantly at the top of
the qualifying table for the
tournament among the Liverpools
and Nottingham Forests. It is
another bite at the cherry of
Wembley finals for us all - players,
fans and members of the club. Like
all big clubs, we want to bounce

back quickly and well.

The players certainly felt the pain
of the Wembley defeat deeply. Last
week, they were very sensitive to
our supporters' reaction and
pleased to perform so well in the
second half. I thank the 6,740 loyal
fans who came and gave the team
their support

Call-up
Finally, a word of praise for our
International players who have been
In action recently. Ashley Grimes
was selected for the Republic of
Ireland, Danny Wilson and Mal
Donaghy for Northern Ireland and
Mick OBrien has been picked for
the Republic's under-18 team to
meet the Welsh Schools FA on April
16
Marvin Johnson was selected to
play in an England under-20 training
weekend but we were unfortunately
obliged to withdraw him as the
sessions clashed with our ap-
pearance in the Simod Cup final. 1
am sure Marvin will earn a further
chance for representative recog-
nition
Ashley, a busy man these days, has
chosen to present his £1,000 voucher
as man-of-the-match during our
televised Littlewoods Cup semi-
final second leg against Oxford to
the Friends of the Luton and
Dunstable Hospital. Lastly a news
note: Sean Farrell our young
centre-forward, has Joined
Colchester on loan to gain some
valuable first team expernence

eIn the net:
heads
Wembley

against

heavily to assist his balance.

Mick Harford
the Town ahead at
Reading.
Brian Stein is poised for a
rebound. Brian wore a plaster
cast to protect his broken arm
and strapped his other arm

BRIAN BALANCED AS HARFORD HEADS IN

14

®Juniors at Wembley Our Junior Hatters were out in force for
the Simod Cup final. Let's hope we all have more luck next time!

oTesting ‘that’ turf: The Town squad and officials sample the
Wembley atmosphere on the big day

oUp the steps: Steve Foster and Mal Donaghy lead the way as
the Town step up to receive their Simod Cup final losers' med-

als. Our chairman David Evans MP is standing next to Football
League Secretary Graham Kelly
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STEVE FOSTER
A BAD DAY

The Simod Cup final turned out to
be a big disappointment for
everyone at the club and not least
the players. It was a day when
nothing went right for us and we all
felt we had let down everyone
involved. There is nothing more to
be said - believe me it is a bad
expernence for us all and one we
do not want to repeat

Luckily, we have another
opportunity to try and make
amends and put that defeat by
Reading behind us. Not many
clubs have more than one bite at
the cherry when it comes to
Wembley cup finals so we have to
count our blessings. And I do not
think we shall make the same
mistakes twice

Important

We were glad to have a home
match so soon afterwards as it gave
us a chance to put things right
straightaway. And I think our win
over Pompey probably allowed us
to show what we can do. It was an
important win

When things are not going quite
nght we need all our supporters to
give us their backing. That is when
it counts. We were sorry not to be
able to perform at our best at
Wembley but hope everyone will
back us now as we bid to do well
on the next two visits and in all our
other important games.




Introducing
-wheel drive.

As you can see, this is not some new kind of vehicle for

negotiating rough terrain
It is, in fact, Saginaw Tilt Wheel Steering.
A special feature that can alter the way a car fleet is run.
The wheel adjusts to five separate positions
So, from a driver’s point of view, it can make life more

comfortable.
In turn, making driving far safer.
Added to which, a unique Saginaw energy-absorbing

column comes as standard.
Changing the angle of the wheel takes no effort

whatsoever
By moving a small lever on the steering column, it can

be set to the ideal position.

Tilted down, it’s easy toimagine
what a fast sports car feels like.
Tilted up, it’s like being behind
the wheel of a London bus.

This last position also provides

more leg room, so getting in and out

of a car becomes a much simpler

exercise.
But it's not only the fleet
driver who benefits from Saginaw Tilt Wheel Steering.

Fleet Managers do, too
Because every car it’s fitted to will adapt to many more

[N'()I’ll‘.
Allowing drivers and cars to be inter-changed quite easily.

And giving a fleet greater flexibility.
There aren't many extras that can do that. And certainly
not for just £82 (plus Car Tax plus VAT).
So give us a call on 0800 626171.
And find out more about 5-wheel drive and how it handles.

Degrees more comfortable. Degrees safer.

AVAILABLE AS STANDARD OR OPTIONAL EQUIPMENT (

° Wempley flashback: Brian Stein (top) and Kingsley Black
(bottom) in action during the Simod Cup final against Reading.

17
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" Strike Gold with PTidas!

WIN £100 EVERY DAY, MONDAY TO FRIDAY
IN AN EXCITING NEW DAILY DRAW

For only 50p a week you could cash in! —and this is not just a draw but also
adiscount club which, on production of your Midas membership card entitles

“you to super discounts from a wide variety of local retailers plus, every 26th
week, A CHANCE TO WIN A HOLIDAY FOR TWO TO THE DESTINATION OF
YOUR CHOICE TO THE VALUE OF £500.

IN PROFILE....

IAN SCOTT

Allyou need do to join is complete the form on this page and return it to us at
the club and we will mail to your home your membership card and numbers
inthe draw. If you do not wish to spoil your
programme, applications will be accepted
on plain paper or you may wish to call at
your newsagent to see if they are
participating in the scheme. Results will be
published weekly in the Luton News.

eTalented young midfielder: [an Scott in action against QPR reserves

Ian tackles his path to the top

Join now and strike gold with Midas.

s N N

Born in Luton, lan Scott is one of the most promising products of
the Town's youth policy and is pressing hard for a place in the first
team squad. A hard-tackling and skilful midfielder with good
distribution, he is 19 and already a favourite with regular supporters
at our reserve matches

His powerful performances in the middle of the pitch have
earned him much praise, particularly during the reserves recent
run of victories as they climbed the Sunday Mirror Combination

Pet

Return to Midas Club, Luton Town FC Promotions Dept., FREEPOST 965, 125 Oak Road, Luton.
I would like to become a member of The Midas Daily Draw & Discount Club

INAMEEEMA At b e e S e o e L e, ol i A ol el table. Ian is a full professional and a former England youth
Add international

L RN R e A AR R RO A AR 1 < . CONORSNE I SR Yo 7. Lest season, [an was & prominent- member of our youth team

Tel No which won the Southern Junior Floodlit Cup. This term he is
............................................................................................................................................ working to get the consistency to claim a place in the first team
| would like to pay Quarterly/% yearly/yearly m squad
Enclosed please find my first payment of £6.50/£13/£26 (delete as necessary)
® Promising: [an Scott

e T S W SO RN PR S SR R o gt b ol Dt s

| would also like details of becoming a lottery agent, earning commission and obtaining free match
tickets Yes/No




JAN SCOTT




HATTERS IN GEAR

WEMBLEY SOUVENIR’S
FOR THE
LITTLEWOODS CUP FINAL

Tee Shirts Official

Souvenir
Scarves Cassette
Rosettes Caps
Boaters Ski Hats

Sweatshirts

o V Neck Jumpers
Sports Shirts &

Flags 4 F18 Videos

DRESSING ROOM

with Rob Johnson

Although the day ended in defeat, our
Simod Cup final appearance at Wembley
enabled several Town players a first
opportunity of visiting and playing at the
national stadium. Rob Johnson was one.
And tonight, in Dressing Room Talk, he
explains his feelings on that experience
and reflects on his part in the Town’s
extraordinary season of success in the
cup competitions:

Wembley experience

‘It was my first visit to Wembley as a
player and I must admit it is an exciting
place to go to play. I had been there before
three times altogether - once to a Rod
Stewart concert and twice to see schoolboy
international matches. The concert was the
best! Now, of course, I have been four times
and played there myself. Even though we
lost, it is a great feeling.

“I wanted to get on during the match. You
always do when you are a substitute. It is
only natural. But it is even more keenly felt at
Wembley. When you walk down the tunnel
and out onto the pitch, you realise what a
huge and impressive place it is and it makes
you really want to get out there and play.

“Of course, by the time I got my chance to
come on and play we were losing 4-1 so
there was not a great deal I felt I could
achieve. Of course, I did my best, but even
in the circumstances I felt it was something
special to play at Wembley. The result was
depressing though. Most of the lads were
really brought down by it.

“It is the kind of result that knocks your
confidence and it was good to get straight
back into the league with the game against
Portsmouth. We needed a good result and
we were able to get one. Now we only really
need a few more points and we shall be safe
and able to relax a little bit in the league.

“For me personally, it has been a mixed
season as | have played in a lot of the cup

® Great feeling: Rob Johnson.

matches, but not so many league games. I
have also played in several different
positions. Recently, last week against
Portsmouth for example, 1 have been
picked to play in midfield. I like it there. In
fact, I like playing centre midfield very
much.

‘I have played in these positions a lot in
my career with Luton, particularly in my
younger days in the youth and reserve
teams. So they are not foreign to me. In fact,
I prefer midfield to full-back. But I am
always pleased to play, wherever I am
picked.

“Obviously, I am hoping to stay in the
squad and keep a chance alive of making
another Wembley appearance, but I have to
face up to the fact that there will be
competition for places with the injured
players fighting their way back All
professionals want to play at Wembley in a
cup final."




24

“Blimey, the ground looks a bit
different 10 Watford. Wherels the
dog track?”

LUTHER BLISSETT,

at Milan’s San Siro Stadium, 1983.

“If ye dinnae score, ye dinnae win!

JIMMY SIRREL,

Notts County manager, 1983.

“No foothaller of talent should play
in the back four”

MALCOLM ALLISON, 1975.

“All visiting teams complain aboyt

SOURCE: THE BOOK OF FOOTBALL Ql")T,-\TIU.\'Si PETERQH:\I.I AND PHIL SHAW
(STANLEY PAUL, AN IMPRINT OF CENTL JRY HUTCHINSON LTD)

BOX OFFICE INFORMATION

SOUTHERN _IUNIOR
FLOODLIT CUP FINAL
Luton Town

v
Queen’s Park Rangers

This isa two-legged final. The first
leg will take place here at
Kenilworth Road on Thursday,
April 14, 1988, kick-off 7.30pm.
Admission will be restricted to
members by payment of cash on
the night. Tickets: £1 (50 pence for
Senior Citizens and children).
The second leg will be at Loftus
Road on Monday, April 18, kick-
off 7pm. Our youth team are the
holders of the trophy and deserve

your full support as they bid to
retain it.

TICKET OFFICE

® Our ticket office team: (left
to right) Sallyanne Bedward,
Cherry Newbery (Ticket Super-
visor), Mark Burnage and Beth
Jenkins

The ticket office is at the top of
Kenilworth Road (telephone
Luton 30748 or 411622)

BEDS SENIOR
CUP FINAL

Dunstable v Potton United
Wednesday, April 6, 1988,
kick-off 7.30pm

Entrance via two turn-
stiles at Kenilworth Road
and two at Maple Road.
Tickets: £1 (50 pence for
Senior Citizensand children).

the pitch = but they all seem to win.
ARCHBISHOP MAKARIOS,
to Dunfermline players visiting Cyprus, 1968.

POSSIBLE REPLAY TICKET ARRANGEMENTS
Football Association Cup semi-final, Luton v Wimbledon

Ifour FA Cup semi-final tie against Wimbledon at White Hart Lane, Tottenham, on Saturday
results in a draw, the replay will take place at White Hart Lane on
Wednesday, April 13, kick-off 7.45pm.

MEMBERS AND STANDING SEASON TICKET HOLDERS
Ticket sale from 9.00am - 8.00pm on Sunday 10 April 1988 through Kenilworth Stand

SUNDAY CREDIT LINE: Luton 411622 and 30748
Tickets booked for collection only

PRICES: SEATS £12, £9, AND £5 STANDING

FURTHER INFORMATION, RING SOCCERLINE 0898 700273

SEASON TICKET HOLDERS
Ticket sale from 9.00am - 5.00pm on Sunday 10 April 1988 from The Hatters Club

(Entrance — Maple Road).

turnstiles.

NO POSTAL APPLICATIONS
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John Smith, Chief Executive
AN EVENT OF HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE

* Much attention has been paid recently to the
slow sales of tickets for the Football League's
Centenary Festival, in which we will be one
of the 16 participating clubs at Wembley on
April 16 and 17.

This event may not have captured the
imagination of many fans or the sports writers,
but it is of historic significance and deserves
a more widespread feeling of support.

Opportunity

It is, after all, planned to be the chief event in
the season-long programme of events to
celebrate the 100 years of existence of our
Football League and that, in itself, should be
sufficient reason for it to attract support from
all true football people.

" For ouselves, it is a chance to play again at
Wembley. This, as we saw at the Simod Cup

final against Reading, is a wonderful
opportunity and can be particularly
rewarding for the smaller clubs from towns
around the country which rarely have such
opportunities.

Reading certainly made the most of it, just
as Bristol, Blackburn and Bolton have done in
the past in the other Football League
knockout tournaments not given great
support by the media.

The festival should be a marvellous
weekend for those who love their football and
are too used to commercialism and
competition to enjoy it for its own sake.

There may not be a famous trophy or
league points at stake, but there is a part to be
played in the celebrations surrounding the
100th birthday party of the oldest and
greatest league in the world.

7
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y ¥

‘ ,S.G.L. CATERERS LIMITED

SGL Caterers are pleased to supply catering services to
Luton Town Football Clubs new executive suite complex,
together with all sponsorship and membership areas and
will be delighted to receive enquiries for your function,
large or small, held either at your own venue or at the
stadium, where we offer hire facilities for all rooms.
Please phone Mrs Margaret Rustill General Catering Manager on 0582 411526
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THE DURLERS, LUTON THE POPLARS,

1,2 & 3 BED GEORGIAN STYLEHOMES HEMEL HEMPSTEAD
PRICES FROM ABOUT £49,000 1,2,3 & 4 BED HOMES IN A VARIETY
Showhomes open daily 11pm to 5pm OF DIFFERENT STYLES

Telephone (0582) 400810 PRICES FROM ABOUT £59,000

BRAUNTON GREEN Showhomes open daily 11pm to 5pm

Telephone (0442) 231587
(LL'ZQS#QEEBUZW i BURLEIGH HILL, ST. IVES

1,2,3 & 4 BED HOMES IN A VARIETY
1,2,3 & 4 BED GEORGIAN STYLE OF DIFFERENT STYLES
HOMES PRICES FROM ABOUT
PRICES FROM ABOUT £54,000 gt s

: Showhome open daily 11pm to 5pm
Showhomes open daily 11pm to 5pm Telephone (0480) 67718
Telephone (0525) 378100

FUTURE SITES
THE WILLOWS, BEDFORD, BRAMPTON,
AYLESBURY

CAMBRIDGE, LUTON &

2 & 3 BED GEORGIAN STYLE HOMES ODPDINGTON
PRICES FROM ABOUT £63,000 For further details contact (0582) 507711

Showhomes open daily 11pm to 5pm
Telephone (0296) 434164
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RESERVE

COACHES’ CORNER

RESERVES RUN COMES
TO AN END

The reserves run of four consecutive victories
came to an end on March 26 when they were
beaten 3-1 at home by Queen's Park Rangers,
whose team included Mark Dennis. The young
f Hatters' side had previously enjoyed
successive wins against Portsmouth (twice),

\' Fulham and Swindon and was unbeaten since
g February 27

| ~ ~
[

The only goal of the game for the Town came
from Julian James. The team was: Lansbury,

Poutch, Pembridge, McEvoy, Barker, James,

N \ - e oOn the run: Mick O'Brien, our Eire youth interna- Scott, OBrien, Cray, Nwajiobi, Tighe. Sub:
®Moving in: Ricky McEvoy moves in to challenge QPR's Mark Dennis during the reserves' clash last week tional, against QPR Rees
SUNDAY MIRROR COMBINATION 1987/88 SUNDAY MIRROR COMBINATION SOUTH EAST COUNTIES LEAGUE The club wish to thank
1987/88 24
Date Opponents  Result Date Opponents  Result DIVISION TWO 1987/88 our youth team sponsors
1987 1988 P WDULTF A Pts Richardson & Bottoms Ltd.
Aug 22 Reading 31| Jan |1 Reading 32 Watford 27 18 5 4 87 19 4] P WDULPF A P Mg
Aug 29 IpswichTown 3-2] jan 13 IpswichTown  1-4 TottenhamHotspur 28 18 3 7 62 31 39 Southampton 24 22 1 1 93 17 45 Building Contractors of Luton.
5*!; : C.l'lyl/tonlth 5:2 :1:1 19 Charlton Ath 2-2 Luton Town 32 16 7 9 67 54 39 ¥V1mbl}»}edon 26 16 6 ; gg §9 36
zr‘ - ;II “1 - Jan 23 Swindon 1-0 Southampton 31 14 10 7 60 33 38 'ottenham Hotspur g 15 4 0 34
Sept 12 Arsena f Jan 25 Oxford 5-2 QueensParkRangers 28 16 6 6 57 33 38 Northampton Town 25 14 5 6 69 35 33 All the lads joined up with the rest of the club
R o mam 10 Feb 6 WestHam Ay Norwich City 28 14 9 5 54 29 37 Brentford 26 11 5 10 54 56 27 for the trip to Wembley for the Simod Cup final
g::;h" :j H & fm“‘l f: Arsenal 299 16 4 9 66 32 36 (SDW;“dOBTOW” gg Ii 3 il 56 Sg 26 the following day. The team were back inaction
Bristol R 70| Feb 27 Tottenham 0-3 Ipswich Town 30 14 8 8 55 37 36 C;( ‘;l':] PZI‘;‘Z‘; 26 }l H l: g‘? 29 gg last Saturday against Millwall, but, owing to
20 Fulham 3-3] Mar 1 BnstolR 2-2 West Ham United 29 14 5 10 49 39 33 Lu:'”.rom 25 8 5 12 44 55 21 early deadlines for Easter, we cannot tell you
4 Millwall 3-2| Mar 5 Portsmouth 3-1 Chelsea 28 12 5 11 47 42 29 the result of that match as this report goes to
14 Tottenham 01| Mar 12 Porsmout 2.1 Millwall 28,10 8 10 40 32 28 AF.C.Boumemouth 28 7 7 14 49 74 2l ress. Lets hope we have started out on
) 20 NorwichCity 13| Mar 16 Fulham 31 Portsmouth 21711 4 12 47 51 26 ColchesterUnited . 26 6 8 12 44 62 20 b B e lopey
28 CrystalPalace 50| Mar 19 S 41 Charlton Athletic 28 9 7 12 37 49 25 Reading % S5 8 13 26 62 18 FHCIE Witining . h
c 5 Watford 14| Mar 1-3 Swindon Town 20 9 7 13 44 62 25 Bristol City 23808 "0 1338 76 18 The reserves home match against Norwich
¢ 12 Southampton  1-1| Apr ¢ Brighton&HoveAlbion 29 8 7 14 33 62 23 Bristol Rovers 28 4 9 12 27 46 17 City on April 9 and the youth team's fixture with
Dec 16 Brighton 1-1| Apr 13 Crystal Palace Oxdord United 31 8 4 19 5 8 20 Brighton&Hove Albion 26 5 6 15 45 66 16 Northampton have been postponed to allow
Apr 23 Southampton Bl 28 6 7 15 37 71 19 everyone to travel to London and support the
\pr 30 Watford first team at White Hart Lane in the FA Cup
Bk Crystal Palace 37 8°8 17 21 89 I8
/ Brighton Reading 28 6 2 20 41 73 14 semi-final against Wimbledon.
Bristol Rovers 29 3 7 19 42 80 13

&YOUTH
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INTRODUCING...

SHEFFIELD WEDNESDAY

We welcome a Sheffield Wednesday side tonight
who, at the time of writing, have just lost five games
out of six, but who are still relatively safe in Division
One after a generally sound season in which the
highlights have probably been the six battles with
Everton in league and cup, writes Geoff Allmann.

Wednesday were founded in 1867 when a football
section was added to the Wednesday cricket club.
Their name came from the fact that sporting activities
usually took place on the Wednesday afternoon off
from work.

Wednesday first entered the FA Cup competition
in 1880-81 and a season later reached the semi-final.
They were first elected to Division One in 1892 and
before the First World War they chalked up two FA
Cup wins and two Football League wins. They
topped Division One in both 1928-29 and 1929-30 and
won the FA Cup again in 1936, but this turned out to
be their last major honour so far.

‘A see-saw existence in post-war years’

They have had a see-saw existence in post-war
years in particular and this is their eighth spell in

Division One and their 55th season there.

The nearest they have come to a major honour
since the war was when they held a 2-0 goal lead in
the 1966 FA Cup final and then went down 3-2 to
Everton. As recently as 1982-83 they reached the
semi-final, going down to Brighton at Highbury.

They had never played outside the top two
divisions until 1975, but that was the year in wich they
slipped into Division Three and a season later they
came perilously close to Division Four. After five
seasons in Division Three they climbed out in 1980
and then in 1984 they regained their First Division
place. Since then they have finished successively 8th,
5th and 13th. All of which reflects great credit on
Howard Wilkinson, who succeeded Jack Charlton as
manager in 1984.

Last season was a mixed one, but they ended on a
high with only one defeat in their last six games and
a 7-1 win over QPR.

‘The Owls recovered from a poor start
this term’
They did not exactly begin on the same note this
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Follow the
Hatters ... on
SPORTSOUND
Saturdays 2pm — 6pm
with John Smith

EEERADIO
BEDFORDSHIRE

Weekdays — Sports News at
6.35/7.35/8.35 am
12.45/5.20/6.20 pm

AM: 630 kHz
FM/VHF: 95.5 MHz
COUNTYWIDE

(AM Bedford: 1161 kHz
FM/VHF Luton: 103.8 MHz)

FOR THE COMPLETE BUILDING SERVICE AND
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

T.J. ALDRIDGE

R o @

302 Selbourne Road, Luton, Beds LU4 8NU
Telephone: 505142-505413

EXTENSION SPECIALISTS

ESTIMATES FREE

B. DOHERTY
SKIPHIRE

LUTON
Telephone: 574633 & 574799
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BY BRIAN STEIN
LEAGUE POINTS STILL BADLY NEEDED

I hope that you enjoyed your day out at
Wembley. It was nice to see so many of you
wearing your boaters and scarves waving your
flags and singing Ola, Ola. We would like to hear
you tonight as we need the league points

A few seats are still available on the coach for
the Football League Centenary Festival, if you
would like to go to Wembley on Saturday April
16th and see us playing against Manchester
United contact Bev Tyler in the Souvenir Shop in
Oak Road.

Would you like a day out on Saturday April
23rd? If so there will be a free day planned for 50
Junior Hatters to meet the Junior Gunners ina fun

day at Bletchley Leisure Centre to play football,
short tennis, skittles, table tennis and swimming.

Book your seat now, for a great day out, from
the Souvenir Shop in Oak Road today.

Would you like to have your photograph taken
with the Littlewoods Cup? You canif you call into
the Littlewoods store in Luton from Monday
April 11th this would be a real souvenir to keep.

Tonight's lucky Junior Hatters membership
number is JO07779. The lucky member should
contact Bev Tyler in the Souvenir Shop in Oak
Road with his or her membership card for two
free tickets to one of our home games
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Spot the Difierence @

CROSS OUT THE
TEN TEAMS THAT

ARE HIDDEN IN

ZID(D DV~
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THE GRID AND
THE REMAINING
LETTERS wiLL
SPELL OUT SOCCER

USE THE PICTURE
CLUES TO FIND
THE NAMES OF
SIX FOOTBALL

/e
CLUBS.THREE OF R
THEM ARE ENGLISH | & B ;
AND THREE ARE

SCOTTISH. H

The answer to the last Quiz Time is:

Soccer Girl is a Wednesday supporter.

The answers to today's Quiz Time will appear in
our next home game programme.

Graham Winslet Kevin Flitton

Janine Flitton

Tom Carr

Richard Armstrong
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WALLCOVERINGS - FURNITURE - CURTAINS - BLINDS

201 REGENTS PARK ROAD FINCHLEY LONDON N3 3LD
TELEPHONE 01-346 8565

KEEP IN TOUCH
WITH LUTON TOWN

Call the Luton Town SoccerLine on

0898 700 273

Sky Audio Publishing Ltd

Calls charged at 38p per minute peak time, 25p off-peak, inclusive of VAT.

\I|ews from the medla

SIMOD DEFEAT IS ROYAL FOR READING RAD'

Wembi .;, - H‘A‘ ‘. ‘ p 1n 1! a J
LOLEY, B b} 1 all the wrong sort f.'L-'::..Z.". Ior Lutor

Dﬂi’y Telegraph: “The critics who regard the competition as littl
more than an intrusion int 2 il mpetton as 1tte

WHEN LUTON GE N
Il Hl:,'ﬁ%o?l)ﬂy "1
]
THEY'LL BE WATCHING ANGLIA.

Nt 1 & TUNED INTO THE ARES,

Tel: 014 o W1Y4DX A
08 2288. nglia #Ouse Norwich NR1 3/G.
el: 0603 615151, 16 i ,Sfo eet, Luton LU1 2pp
el: 0582 29666,




HOT AND COLD SEASON ENDS WITH
A PLACE BACK IN DIVISION TWO

Following the disappointment of the Towns failure
to gain promotion to Division Two in 1968-69, the
clubs supporters were in two minds as to whether
a further challenge could be made after the sale of
top scorer Bruce Rioch to Aston Villa for a record
£100,000, writes club statistician Roger Wash

The only signing of note had been a young full-
back from Fulham by the name of Malcolm
Macdonald who cost £18,500 and who was found to
be rather better in the forward line during the pre-
season friendlies

The Town got off to a nice start beating Barrow at
home 3-0 before Macdonald scored his first goal for
the club in the 1-0 win at Bournemouth the following
week. The execution of that goal was to be a
Macdonald speciality over the next two seasons —
racing clear of the defence to be first to a through
ball, drifting round the goalkeeper before placing
the ball into the net with his left foot.

A 3-2 home win over Orient followed after the
Town had been 2-0 down before Halifax escaped
with a point in a l-1 draw at a rainsoaked
Kenilworth Road.

® International player: Chris Nicholl joined the
Town from Halifax for £35,000.

36

Manager Alec Stock was impressed with the
Halifax centre-half, Chris Nicholl, so immediately
paid £35,000 for him - “He will play for England one
day" was Halifax manager Alan Ball's brave
promise!

Stock also thought that Macdonald needed
someone up front with him showing stealth and
guile and so paid Charlton £25,000 for Matt Tees

Both Tees and Nicholl made their debuts in the 2-
0 win at Gillingham on 30th August 1969 to be
followed up by a 4-0 home win over Bristol Rovers
as the Town strode away at the top of the Division

The Town in fact went the first 13 matches
undefeated before losing at Doncaster 2-0 in front
of a crowd of 17,380 before bouncing back in style
with a fine 2-1 win at Brighton, who were seen to be
major threats, the following week.

A string of draws then followed before Rochdale
were seen off 2-0 at Kenilworth Road. Rochdale
were the surprise team of that season and the game
was a fitting choice for the Towns debut on “Match
of the Day"

After the 5-0 home thrashing of Bradford City on
December 13th the Towns fortunes unexplicably
took a dive with four straight defeats.

Firstly on Boxing Day Orient beat the Town 1-0
on a quagmire at Brisbane Road followed by the
loss of an undefeated home run stretching back 18
months the next day when lowly Gillingham won 2-
1 at Kenilworth Road.

The Town were then thrashed 5-1 at Shrewsbury
and the 2-0 home defeat by Plymouth was more
comprehensive than the scoreline suggested as
witnessed once again (and for the last time that
season) by the BBC cameras.

It was now a case of clawing back up the League
table and pride was restored somewhat ina 3-1 win
at Bury in a game where Graham French could do
no wrong.

This win however was fairly isolated as the Town
struggled to put together another sequence similar
to that which had carried them to the top of the
table earlier in the season.

Following a series of draws and defeats Luton
had to travel to Reading for a genuine “four pointer”

W ‘
® Shrewd boss: Alec Stock steered the Town back

to the Second Divison with a series of shrewd
signings

on March 11th 1970. A crowd of 18,783 turned up to
be soaked to the skin but enthralled by a highly
entertaining game settled by Malcolm Macdonalds
last minute goal

Luton lived to fight another day but spoiled it by
drawing their next two home games and then
losing at lowly Tranmere where the home team
celebrated their 3-2 win as they would had they
been at Wembley

1 EK

Another glimmer of light with home wins over
Rothert 2 r Easter was

>-1 and Re
clouded over by a disas at at Barnsley

S2

Hal

and an abysmal 0-0 draw at if

With five games to go it looked odds on that
Orient and Bristol Rovers would win promotion
with Fulham perhaps the next best placed

By coincidence the Town travelled to Fulham on

April 8th 1970 and with the crowd of 18,987 fully
expecting a home win a further lifeline was thrown

when a single Macdonald goal earned another
victory
‘Roars of relief as Viv Busby’s goal
beats Southport’

Viv Busby's rising shot seemed to be going over the
bar but dipped at the last second. The roars of
relief at this goal were doubled when it was
realised at the end of the game that Bristol Rovers
had lost at home to Gillingham which meant that a
single Town point from the final two away games
would ensure promotion

We all travelled to Mansfield on 20th April 1970
to witness, frankly speaking, a poor excuse for a
game of football but as the final score was 0-0 the
Town were back in Division Two

The -final game, at Rochdale, would probably
have been called off had there been any
Importance riding on the result due to the state of
the pitch but a 2-1 win was a fitting end to a season
that really did blow hot and cold

NIJ AND
Vg

e Mac the knife: Malcolm Macdonald in action against Norwich City.
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FIRST TEAM Luton Town

Aug e . . o Breacker

il ' Aug 18 preacker
A 22 Breacker

. A 29 preacker
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Fixtures TBA: Notts Forest (A), Notts Forest (H), Liverpool (A) Tottenham (A) “This fixture played at Leicester (© The Football League FAC = F.A. Cup _() indicates player substituted [ ] indicates substitute used Home fixtures in Bold  Scorer's name inBold P = Penalty + denotes own goal
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VAUXHALL TEAMCHECK.

Luton Town Sheffield Wednesday
1 LesSealey 1 Martin Hodge

2 Tim Breacker 2 MelSterland

3 Ashley Crimes 3 Nigel Worthington
4. Darron McDonough 4 Lawrie Madden

5 Steve Foster 5 Nigel Pearson

6 Mal Donaghy 6 Mark Proctor

7 Danny Wilson 7 IanCranson

8 Brian Stein 8 Gary Megson

9 Mick Harford 9 Lee Chapman

10 Mark Stein 10 Mark Chamberlain
11 Ian Allinson 11 Gary Owen

Subs Subs

Referee: K MORTON (Bury St Edmunds) Linesmen: G.T. PEARSON (Red Flag) G.R. POOLEY (Yellow Flag)
Reserve Official: R.G. Payne 2

YOURS FOR THE PRICE OF
MICK HARFORD’S BIG TOE.

VAUXHALL. 2 ONCE DRIVEN,
FOREVER SMITTEN.

Designed and printed by Abacus Press, Berkhamsted, Herts.
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