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After close on a month of Plough
Lane less football, today’s match
against Luton Town begins a
home treble to savour.

In weeks to come the Dons face a
tough FA Cup quarterfinal and a
visit from the TV Personalities of
Tottenham. In the meantime the
Hatters from Liton will provide a
stern opening course.

Today's visitors are unquestiona-
bly rding on the crest of a
Wembley wave. Their victory in
last Sunday's televised match was
totally comprehensive, and as
usual their one touch football was
a pleasure to watch. Plastic does
not have to be drastic all the time.
Like the Dons, Luton will also be
involved in Cup action next Satur-
day, and also like the Dons will
consider home advantage a useful
aid in the quest for a semi-final
spot.

Today's meeting need not there-
fore be the last time the teams will
meet this season. Any victory

KICK-OFF 3.00 p.m.

could be important in more ways
than one.

The Dons of course would do well
to win today's game. Cup success
has been at the expense of
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League victories recently, and
whereas the team does seem to
raise itself when it appears to mat-
ter, the habit of winning all the time
is a good one to keep.

Contents: In this afternoon’s magazine — New Stadium Feature — The Other
View — Meet new boy Robbie Turner.
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BOBBY GOULD

In his absence, Paul Vaughan from the South London press, has “knocked together”
some of Bobby's thoughts following the game against Q.P.R. last week.

Today, Wimbledon are aiming to get back to their winning ways in the First Division
against Luton Town. The side is hoping to end a run of four Division One games with-
out a victory — a run that stretches back to January 2 and includes defeats against
Watford and Queens Park Rangers and draws against Newcastle and Charlton.
Last week's defeal was particularly upsetiing because John Byme grabbed the win-
ning goal for Rangers with just eight minutes remaining. Bobby Gould told me “It's al-
ways disappointing, giving away a goal in the last ten minutes. We didn't attack the ball
prior to the corner being given that led to the goal. We had a similar situation against
Newcastle in the F.A. Cup the previous week. Fortunately, we have got both of those
goals on video so I'll be able to show the players where they are going
wrong.

"I had honed that we would defend the last ten minutes a littie more de-
spérately, but it's difficult to analyse the performance on a pitch like Lof-
tus Road so, hopefully, too much won't be read into the defeat.”
The slight loss of form in the League has come as a con-

trast to the side’s fortunes in the F.A. Cup where the Club

is looking forward to next week's quarter-final against Wat-

ford.

Bobby Gould has been playing down the Cup run this

week as he took the players off for a week in Spain. Unfor-
tunately, the change of climate affected Bobby and he was

struck down with ‘flu, Looking ahead to the Watford game, 4
he said “The players leamnt a lot last year from the mis- j .
takes they made when they went out to Spurs at the quar- | i
ter-final stage. I'm a little bit too long in the tooth to get \
euphoric and the players have leamt from last year. Our

players had a nasty experience a month ago when they ¥
came up against Watford and were beaten. They won't : J !
want a repeat of that.”

Today's opponents, Luton, are also, of course, looking for

an F.A. Cup final place with a game against Portsmouth

next week to add to their Wembley ticket they gained with

last Sunday’s win against Oxford in the Semi-Final of the

Litlewoods Cup.
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'ROBBIE

TURNER

ALTHOUGH Robbie
Tumer is just 21, he has
had a very eventful footbal-
ling career already. He has
moved from club to club,
played in attack and de-
fence, enjoyed good
periods and suffered spells
in the doldrums.

But the Geordie is hoping
that his move to Plough

TIME TO
SETTLE DOWN

Lane will provide a more
settled time after those
frantic few years. “I've had
more clubs than Jack
Nicklaus and I'm still only
21,” he said. “Wimbledon
have given me a chance to
settle down and prove to
people that | can do the job,
I haven't liked all the chop-
ping and changing. It has
disrupted my game and I'm
now after a clear run, hope-
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e ROBBIE TURNER :0

®
I Date of birth: 18th September 1966 |
® | Birthplace: Easington | ®
Height: 6 feet 3 inches
®| | @
Weight: 14 stones I
. | Previous clubs: Sunderland, Huddersfield, Cardiff, .
| Hartlepool on loan, Bristol Rovers. !
@ Signed: December 1987 for £15,000 from Bristol [i%)
| Rovers. l
. Wimbledon debut: 19th December 1987 v Norwich ‘ 5]
| (as substitute).
| Nicknames: Yosser or Owen “because I'm always l ES)
@ ‘owen’ people money."” |
I @

fully leading to a regular
first team place”.

Robbie followed his older
brother John into profes-
sional football, John played
for Reading, Torquay,
Chesterfield and Peter-
borough, plus several other
sides on loan, before his
career was ended when he
broke his leg in a cup tie
against Leeds. But while
John concentrated on
keeping out goals in his
roled as a keeper, Robbie
has specialised in scoring
goals.

He started as a schoolboy
with the club he and his
family supported, Sunder-
land, but manager Alan
Durban decided against of-
fering him apprenticeship.
Instead, he went to Hud-
dersfield where he eventu-
ally signed professional.
However, they released
him and Durban, the man
who had earlier rejected
him, saved his career.

“He didn't realise | was the
same player,” Robbie said,
“but | started off well there
with 14 goals in a season
but we were relegated to
Division Four and he was
sacked.”

That spelt the end of his
time at Ninian Park. He re-
turned to Hartlepool in his
native north east on loan
before being signed by
Bobby Gould at Bristol
Rovers just over a year
ago. His time there in-
cluded a spell at centre-half
but Robbie was delighted
to revert to the striking role
when he switched to
Plough Lane in a £15,000
transfer.

“When Bobby moved to
Wimbledon last summer, |
hoped that | might go with
him. We had some talks
pre-season but they didn't
work out but he came back
in December and | was
pleased to sign,” said Rob-
bie.

“l was due to sign for Lin-
coln at the time but that
didn't materialise, I'm glad
now because | obviously
prefer the First Division and
| like the type of football
Wimbledon play.

“In my first four games |
came on as substitute late
on and found it difficult to
get into the game but | think
I've settled now. My first
goal against West Brom
perked me up and | was
pleased to get another at
Coventry.

“We get a lot of crosses in
at this club and it's ideal for
me. I'm over the moon at
the moment. It's a dream
come true, playing in the
First Division.”
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The armival of Terry Gibson who shouldbeinthe England squad,

squeezed Andy out of the first team
earlier in the season but he has
signed a new contract and is still part
of the club'’s long term plans.

OFF TO THE FOURTH
RIKERS Paul Fishenden and
Andy Sayer-bgth went on loan to
ourth-Divisionyclubs in February.
Paul has gone to Crewe Alexandra
where he-linkg up with former Wimb-
edon_manager Dario Gradi. The
move colldsbecome permanent for
Paut-who_has failed to win a first
eam placef since sustaining a bad
back injury more than a year ago.
e-23-year-old played 75 League
games fof the Dons and scored 25
goals:
Ardy_has joined Cambridge United
on loan for a spell of first team experi-
ence-Hls debut came on February 6
but, although he didn't get a goal, he
did heJp United gain a good 1-0 win
p gromotion chasing Torquay Un-

ANDY SAYER
on loan to Cambridge

ABERDEEN ANDY

CENTRAL defender Andy Thorn
was on duty for the England Under-
21 squad again on February 16
when the side met Scotland in Aber-
deen inthe quarter final first leg of the
European Championship.
But sadly there was no international
call-up for striker John Fashanu who
had hoped to be in the England line-
up for their game against Israel or
Lawrie Sanchez who had been look-
ing for a place in Northem Ireland’s
team for their match with Greece.
Lawrie's chances faded a bit when
he aggravated a groin injury when he
attended a Northern Ireland get-to-
gether in January but he still hopesto
be part of Billy Bingham's World Cup
plans.

TOMMY'’S TIPPING DAVE
FORMER Liverpool star Tommy
Smith, giving his views recently on

cast a vote for Wimbledon goal-
keeper Dave Beasant as an ideal
member of Bobby Robson's squad.
“His self belief is sky high as Wimble-
don continue to do well and keepers
who are big as well as sound gener-
ate extra confidence among the de-
fenders and they don't come much
tétgger than this fella,” he told the
un.

MURPHY’S MEMORIES
LINCOLN manager Colin Murphy
was featured in the News of the
World talking about the players who
used to be at Sincil Bank in its Foot-
ball League days and have gone on
to great things.

That list included Wimbledon striker
John Fashanu along with other stars
like Luton's Mick Harford, South-
ampton pair Glenn Cockerill and
Gordon Hobson, Coventry’s Trevor
Peake, Charlton defender Steve
Thompson and West Ham's Gary
Strodder.

Murphy paid just £15,000 to bring
John out of the Norwich reserve
team into the Lincoln side who were
then in the Third Division before their
slide out of the League into the GM
Vauxhall Conference. John spent a
year at the club before moving to
Millwall for £60,000.

“| always knew John had the talent,”
Murphy told the News of the World.”
When | signed him, his brother Justin
had just joined Forest for a million.
“But you'd have thought John was
the million pound man. He liked to
wear white suits and drive fast cars. |
think he learned a lot from his stay
but he gave Lincoln plenty. He's so
powerful and never allows defenders
a moment's peace because he
doesn't stop running.

“John is deceptively quick and, if an
opponent makes the error of relax-
ing, he’s in frouble the next time the
ball comes in the box. Fashanu can
always get you a goal or create one
for a team-mate.”
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LAURIE RETURNS GOODBYE, WALLY itors in the quarter final of the FA Cup
TO ENGLAND IN THE last programme, we were the third meeting between the sides

FORMER England winger Laurie
Cunningham joined Wimbledon on a
non-contract basis on February 18.
The 31-year-old has played for
QOrient, West Bromwich Albion, Man-
chester United, Real Madrid, Leices-
ter City and Belgian side Charleroi,
as well as picking up six England
caps. He was given permission to re-
turn to England by Charleroi and,
after training with the club, was
signed up by Bobby Gould.

Laurie made his debut in the FA Cup
win at Newcastle with his league
debut coming last week in the 1-0
defeat at QPR.

CARLTON'S BIG DATE
WINGER Carlton Fairweather who
suffered a broken leg in January is
hoping for some much needed good
news on March 14. That's when he
goes back to hospital to see whether
the plaster on his left leg can be re-
moved. If the doctor gives him the go
ahead, Carlton may be back before
the end of the season.

There is a slim chance that | may
play again this season, “he said, “In
the meantime, I'm trying not to let it
get me down but | have been
cheesed off since | got the injury and

welcoming back midfielder Wally
Downes to the first team after eight
months out with a broken ankle. But
now it's time to say farewell to the
club’s longest serving player.

Wally has joined up with former
Wimbledon manager Dave Bassett
at Sheffield United and made his
debut as a substitute in the side's 1-0
defeat against Stoke on February 6.
In his time at Plough Lane, Wally
made 245 League and Cup appear-
ances, despite suffering from three
broken ankles, and scored 19 goals.
He signed as a professional in 1979
after being the club's first apprentice.
His final game for the Dons came in
the Simod Cup tie at Coventry on
January 19; his only appearance this
season for Wimbledon.

RESERVES TRIUMPH
THE Wimbledon reserve team beat
Gilingham 1-0 on February 15,
thanks to a spectacular diving
header from Andy Clement.

“It was a good performance,” said
reserve team manager David Kemp.
“We were nice and tight at the back
and showed some nice touches
pushing forward.”

Former Orient, West Brom, Man-
chester United and Real Madrid star
Laurie Cunningham tumed out for
the Dons. The 31-year-old,whois av-
ailable for transfer after a spell in Bel-
gium with Charleroi, has been train-
ing with Wimbledon over the past
few weeks.

Team: Tracey, Scales, Young, Caw-
ley, Bedford, Ryan, Gannon, Cle-
ment, Miller, Turner, Cunningham.

COMING UP
NEXT WEEK, Watford are the vis-

this season.

On the opening day, Watford beat
the Dons 1-0 at Vicarage Road with
Luther Blissett getting the winner and
they followed that with a 2-1 victory at
Plough Lane in January. The cup tie
means that former Wimbledon
players Glyn Hodges and Mark Mor-
ris are set to return to the ground with
their Hornets team-mates.

Another big game follows with the
visit of Spurs on March 19. The Dons
will be looking to do the double
against the White Hart Lane outfit
after recording a magnificent 3-0 win
against them in October.

o miym%w
cuddly Paul Gascoigne for

WIMBLEDON V PORTSMOUTH

The above outstanding fixture has been re-arranged for
Tuesday April 19th. Kick Off 7.45pm.

H n

| hate watching the games.
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STEVE FOSTER (Player/Coach) Harford's first move as Manager was to ap-
point Club Captain Foster as Player/Coach — a recognition of his exceptional

qualities of leadership.

Portsmouth born Foster joined his local club as an apprentice breaking into the
first team as a forward in 1975/76 — his home debut was actually ‘against
Luton. He moved to centre-back during the following season and after 135
League and Cup appearances was transferred to Brighton for £150,000 in

1979 following the Seagulls promotion to Division One.

During his spell at the Goldstone Ground he earned three England caps, played
in the 1982 World cup as well as appearing in the 1983 F.A. Cup Final.

He moved to Aston Villa for £200,000 after Brighton's relegation and from there

joined Luton in December 1984 for a bargain £70,000,

MAL DONAGHY Luton's most capped International, with
over 50 to his credit, he has now played in two World Cup
campaigns for Northern Ireland.

Within months of making his debut for Larme he was being
chased by many English First Division sides and it was re-
garded as an astute piece of business by former Manager
David Pleat when Donaghy was “Stolen" for £20,000'in
June 1978. y

Solid and dependable he forms, with Steve Foster, arguably
the best central defensive partnership in.the country. Ever
present last season as he has been for six out of the Jast
nine.

ASHLEY GRIMES Now 30, Dublin born Grimes enjoyed his
longest spell in the Luton first team in 1986/87 after almost
being transferred to Swindon during the previous close sea-

son.
He played the early part of his career with Manchester Un-
ited where he had 90 League games and appeared regu-
larly for Eire.

Transferred to,.Coventry in August 1983 he joined Luton a
year laterin a straight swop for Kirk Stephens butwas then
plagued with injuries during his firsttwo seasons at Kenil-
worth Road.

TIM BREACKER Bicester born Breacker has béen a regu-
lar Br4\:1e~ml:)r-:r of the first team sincé his debut at Ipswich in
1984, 4

This England Under-21 International can performin midfield
but his normal position is right back where his surging runs
on the overlap have become a strong feature of his play.
MICK HARFORD Luton Town's record cash signing, at
£250,000, from Birmingham in December 1984.

‘Sunderland bom, Harford commenced his League career
~“with. Lincoln where 46 goals in 126 appearances encour-

aged Newcastle to pay £180,000 for his services in De-
cember 1980. :

‘He never really setfled at St. James Park and the following

close season Bristol City took him to Ashton Gate. City were

in a parlous financial state and were unable to fully pay the

fee so six months later he was re-signed by Newcastle and

promptly transferred to Birmingham.

He was therefore on the books of three clubs on the same
|

2 'He énioyed some success with Birmingham in a struggling

side but was prised away by Luton where he has played the
best football of his career and can count himself unlucky not
to have won England recognition.

He missed the first half of last season following knee opera-
tions.

RICKY HILL He joined Luton straight from school and is cur-
rently enjoying his 12th full season.

He made his League debut at home to Bristol Rovers over
Easter 1976 coming on as substitute for current Town coach
John Faulkner. Layed ona goal with his first touch and scored
with his second.

Was included in Bobby Robson's first squad in 1982 and
made his England debut against Defimark. Still in Robson's
thoughts as proved by his call-up against Egypt last season.
DARREN McDONOUGH Belgium bom McDonough
scored on his League debut for Oldham against Notis
County in December 1980 thereby joining an exclusive club.
He signed for Luton early last season in exchange for

28?.%00 to become a versatile and valuable member of the
squad.

LES SEALEY Although born and raised in the East End of
London Sealey made his League bow with Coventry for
whom he signed in March 1976. Played 178 times for the
“Sky Blues” before transferring to Luton.in August 1983 for
£100,000.

Has found himself out of favour on more than one occasion
but has fought back with many superiative displays to be-
come the acknowledged number one.

BRIAN STEIN South African born striker who was signed
from Edgware in October 1977 and within weeks was ap-
pearing for Luton at Old Trafford in a twice replayed Football
League Cup tie against Manchester City. He scored twice in
s‘his first full League Home ggg and has not looked back
nce, netting freely in all su uent seasons. Deceptivel
fast and difficult to knock off the ball Stein has been exy-’
tremely unlucky net to have added to his solitary England
cap woniagainst France in 1983/84. Currently enjoying a de-
served testimonial season.

MARK STEIN Brian's younger brother who signed profes-
sional forms for Luton in January 1984 making his debut
three months later in a 3-0 home defeat by Everton. He had
o wait nearly 18 months for his next League game but has
gradually forced his way into the side with last season béing
his most successful to date as 8 goals in 21 League appear-
ances proved.

STACEY NORTH Luton born North is regarded as Steve
Foster's deputy and since making his debut against West
Bromwich Albion in the final game of 1983/84 has performed
well when called upon. A dislocated hip sustained during a
reserve game threatened his career but 14 League games
last term proved he was back to full fitness.

RICHARD HARVEY Born at Letchworth in April 1969 Har-
vey, following a number of fine performances for the Combi-
nation side as well as captaining the successful Youth
Team, made his deserved full League debut at home to
Queens Park Rangers in November 1986.

Made four further appearances towards the end of last sea-
son, showing maturity beyond his years and is now recog-
nised as a First team squad member. He toured South
America with the England Under-19 squad.

ANDY DIBBLE Made 71 League and Cup appearances for
Cardiff before signing for Luton in the summer of 1984. Bom
in Cwymbran in 1965 Dibble started each of his first two sea-
sons with Luton as first choice goalkeeper but injury on both
occasions cut short his appearances. Due to exceptional
performances by Les Sealey he was unable to win his place
back last season and instead spent time on loan to Sunder-
land where he was hoping to impress the Welsh Interna-
tional selectors in order to add to his two full caps.

MIKE NEWELL Born at Liverpool in January 1965 Newell
signed on for Crewe in 1983 but after three games was
transferred to Wigan where he enjoyed considerable suc-
cess including scoring in the 1985 Freight Rover Final at
Wembley. After signing for Luton in 1985/86 he managed to
score on his home debut against Aston Villa and has re-
tained his place ever since. An ever present last season,
scoring 12 goals including a hat-trick against Liverpool.




NEW STADIUM MOVES A
STAGE CLOSER

The building of a multi-million pound, architecturally-de-
signed stadium, providing a new home for the Dons as well
as recreational facilities for the whole community, has
moved a stage closer in recent weeks.

Merton Council has begun a process of consultation with
local people to assess their reactions to the plans. A public
‘exhibition at Wimbledon Library, the house-to-house dis-
tribution of 12,000 leaflets and a public meeting at the town
hall last Thursday evening form part of the council's moves
to gauge public opinion.

The new stadium, which already has outline planning con-
sent, is proposed for a derelict 15-acre site just a few
hundred yards from Plough Lane, at Wandle Valley South,
near the junction of Haydons Road and North Road, by the
Wimbledon-Streatham railway line.

Apart from providing superior facilities for the ambitious
Dons, the stadium would accommodate a wide range of
other spectator sports and community facilities, including a
swimming pool, meeting and conference rooms and restaur-
ants. Land around the stadium would be developed to en-
hance the overall environment, creating a landscaped public
park, walking areas and a cycle track along the banks of the
River Wandle.

Itis hoped that the new stadium would be partly financed by
the development of Plough Lane for private housing, and by
City institutions, other sporting clubs based at the stadium
and through sponsorship.

Sam Hammam, managing director of the Dons, is pleased
with the way the plans are progressing. “We are working on
a very ambitious scheme and expect a decision on its future
in the next two months or so. Merton Council have so far
been very helpful but support among councillors is not unani-
mous, though.”

“What everyone must understand is that our scheme would
be an asset to the community as a whole, as well as the
Dons, because ot ine quality and range of facilities it would
provide.”
“The new stadium is essential if the Dons are to continue to
progress in the top flight. Everyone who wants this club 1o
succeed, whether they're councillors, local residents or sup-
porters, must give our plans their whole-hearted backing.”

Sam Hammam: “Everyone who wants this club to suc-

ceed...must give our plans their whole-hearted backing.”

An Exhibition of the new Stadium plans are on
display in the Sydney Black Hall before and after
today's match and the home games on the 12th

and 19th March. Should you wish to see the
Exhibition during the week, please contact Main
Office.
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This afternoon’s match with Luton takes place on the 5th March, a date on which no less than eighteen other Dons fixtures
have been played in their history, giving eleven victories and six defeats as well as a solitary draw. In today's issue, we re-
call an epic cup-tie which has parallels with next Saturday's fixture against Watford and an away League fixture in our last

The first of these two matches took place at Highbury Stadium on a Wednesday afternoon in 1952, exactly thirty-six years
ago today. The occasion was a quarter-final tie against rivals from north of the Thames Walthamstow Avenue with the ob-
parisons with our cup match next Saturday against Watford. The
competition was the Amateur Cup rather than the F.A. Cup but that did not prevent a crowd of 13,715 attending, an excel-
lent figure considering that many people would have been at work that afternoon. Two previous draws had necessitated
this neutral venue and the Dons had wasted several glorious chances in the last two games which they must have regret-
ted as Walthamstow won the third game comfortably by three goals to nil. Rossiter opened the scoring for the Avenue in
the 18th minute and when Trevor Bailey, the Essex and England cricketer, made it 2-0 in the 46th minute the Dons looked
a beaten outfit. With four minutes to go Rossiter's shot was deflected past Hooper, the Wimbledon keeper, by Harry Wal-
lis to make the final score 3-0. Walthamstow went on to lift the Trophy at Wembley.

Our second match took place in more recent times in 1977, our last season as a non-League team. Sandwiched in bet-
ween two epic F.A. Trophy battles with Chorley was our last visit to Eton Park, home of Burton Albion. Although it was
March only just over half of Wimbledon's League programme had been completed due to cup commitments, yet the team
were still second in the table behind Bath City with several games in hand. The replay the previous Tuesday at Chorley

fans had obviously had its effect on the players at Burton. The

home team were struggling in the relegation zone and despite their largest league crowd of the season thus far behind

certain until a Billy Edwards through ball put Roger Connell

through and his perfect lob gave the Dons both points — attendance — 891.

1910 H v Redhill (Spartan
1921 N v Guildford (Surrey
1927 Av

OTHER GAMES ON 5TH MARCH

1898 A v Eagle Wanderers (Friendly) won 4-2
1904 H v Summers Town (S. Surburban Lge) won 5-1

Leytonstone (Isthmian Lge) lost 0-1

) lost 1-3
ior Cup) won 1-0

S

Valley Stadium,

i 1 f the main entra
An a3 ,mpre;sgogrgposed new home for the Dons.

nce to the Wandle

1932 H v Woking (Isthmian Lge) lost 3-1

1938 A v Iford (Isthmian Lge) won 2-0

1955 A v Met. Police (Surrey Senior Cup) won 3-1

1960 A v Barking (Isthmian Lge) won 4-0

1966 H v Poole (Southern Lge) won 2-0

1968 A v St. Albans (Premier midweek floodlit Lge) drew 2-2
1969 A v Tooting (Premier midweek floodlit Lge) lost 0-1
1973 A v Guildford (Mid-Surrey floodlit Lge) lost 2-4

1980 A v Reading (Div. 3) lost 0-3

1983 H v Bristol City (Div. 4) won 2-1
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PRESIDENT JUNE WHITFIELD

- LIFE VICE PRESIDENTS
W ( < FRED EASTWOOD, KEN CHAPLIN, AUBREY NEWMAN.
‘.—..___/ With only a couple of programmes in February there is a long list of Junior Dons Birthdays.
Matthew Akid, Richard Bamford, Simon Bell, Timothy Bell, Lauren Burrows, John
/ Cavadino, Tom Chrichton, Michael Collins, Richard Collumb, Edward Cunliffe, J. Deacon,
W.E. Desmond, Simon Douglas, Katherine Forgan, Terry Foster, Oliver Friend, Adam

Martin Mackessy, John Marshall, Adam Martin, Jonathan Murry, Paul Newman, R.
Nielsen, Pamela O'Brien, David Seeley, Peter Swindells, Robert Tanner, Dean Turner,
Asa Winder.

: : Hitchman, Emma Hussey, Caroline Jeater, Daniel Kilcoyne, Martin Kimber, Mark Lundy,

Congratulations to Committee members Chris JOHN MARSHALL

and Julie Tugwell on the birth of their son Matthew John, 10 on 27th February, plays in the Mitchamn
Ashley, born on the 5th January 1988. Already a Little League for the Kendall Lions. His favourite
Junior Don, Matthew is the youngest of our mem- player is Dennis Wise. He has followed Wimble-
bers. don since he was 7 with his brother now nearly 13.

MATTHEW WAKEFIELD RUSSELL GOWER
Celebrated his 9th birthday recently. No particular Aged 11 on 2nd March 1988. His favourite players
favourite player, Matthew likes them all 1-11. He are Terry Gibson and Alan Cork. He plays for Tel-
attends the Forge Lane Junior School, Hanworth, ferscot School team. Loves football and drawing
and apart from football likes swimming, and films. but hates cabbage.

A LARGE RANGE OF FOOTBALL AND OTHER SPORTS CLOTHING
SPALL SPORTSWEAR LIMITED AVAILABLE FROM THE OFFICIAL CLUB SHOP AND YOUR LOCAL

Official Suppliers of Wimbledon FC Football Kit SPORTS SHOP
and Many Other Leading League Clubs Please call in and ask for a FREE COLOUR BROCHURE



NEEDS YOU

WIMBLEDON FOOTBALL CLUB
MEMBERSHIP SCHEME

All Football League Clubs have been asked by the Govern-
ment to instigate a Membership Scheme of which 50% of The
Home Ground capacity should be Members.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ASK AT THE MAIN OFFICE

THE SUPPORTERS CLUB HQ OR THE DONS SHOP

WIMBLEDON
CLUBCALL

PHONE NOW

0898 12 11 75

= Exclusive news and interviews from Plough Lane.

= Match reports from home and away games, as they
happen. ‘@ Reports 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.
& Up-to-the-minute information. & Be first with the

news of signings, ticket availability, travel news, post-

ponements etc. ‘& Everything you would find in your
match-day programme — and more! ‘& What's new in

the club shop. ‘& All the inside stories from Plougn Lane.

‘& News and results from the reserves and youth teams.

WIMBLEDON CLUBCALL. YOUR TEAM TALKING.

Calls to Clubcall are charged at around 38p/min Bam-6pm and 25p/min
after pm and at weekends inc. VAT SUPERCALL T

%) DON’S SHOP

Now in
WEC CLOCKS
TEDDY BEAR BROOCHES
WEC HALF PINT TANKARDS
PLUS LOTS OF NEW LINES

OPEN MONDAY — FRIDAY
9.30am — 5.30pm
All Day Matchday
Non-Matchday prior to coach departure

W.E.C. Boxer Shorts now
on sale at just
£5.00

New Leisure Shirts in
Fashionable Colours Great
Value at £10.50

New Official Scarves in
Home & Away colours. Only
£2.50

IT'S NOT ALL
ONE-WAY
TRAFFIC

by Tony Pullein

Those who bemoan the fact that some of Bri-
tain's most talented footballers are lured abroad
to make their fortunes tend to forget that a large
number of the world's great stars have come
over here to brighten our game.

Newcastle United broke new ground when they
signed striker Mirandinha from Palmeiras this
season. He is the first Brazilian to play in the
Football League and he has coped admirably
with the vastly different conditions over here.
Mirandinha's deft touches and breathtaking
speed have opened up many an English de-
fence and he is now the Magpie's leading
scorer.

It's certainly not one-way traffic as far as the
movement of soccer talent is concerned. Brazi-
lian international full-back Josimar long ago
made it known that he would like to play in this
country and he was recently over here for dis-
cussions with Dundee United.

Newcastle United were among the first clubs to
sign foreigners. Back in 1949 they signed the
Chilean brothers George and Ted Robledo.
They were playing for Barnsley at the time.
George was on three occasions their leading
scorer and in 1951/52 he was the First Division's
top scorer with 33 goals. He played in their Cup
winning sides of 1951 and 1952, scoring the
winning goal against Arsenal on the latter occa-
sion.

George became a Chilean international but Ted,
a wing-half, did not aspire to those heights. In-
deed, he played less than 50 games for New-
castle but one of those was at Wembley in the
1952 F.A. Cup final.

More recently we have enjoyed the great talents
of the Argentinian internationals Ossie Ardiles
and Ricky Villa. It doesn't seem possible but it
will be ten years this summer since that pair was
signed by Spurs.

None who saw it will ever forget that exhilarating
goal scored by Villa against Manchester City in
the 1981 F.A. Cup final replay. It was his second
of the game and the match-winner.

Not all foreign players have taken to the English
game, though. Allen Simonsen, a great Danish
goalscorer, never really settled after joining
Charlton in 1982 and it was not many months
before he was off home again.

Similarly, the Belgian international Francois van
der Elst did not really make much impression at
West Ham, though he did stick it out for a couple
of seasons.

Alex Sabella, another Argentinian, tried his luck
with Sheffield United and Leeds but cannot be
said to have been a success with either.

In some Eastern European countries they per-
mit their players to work abroad only after they
have reached the age of 30 and if they are inter-
nationals. Not so long ago we had a host of
Yugoslav international goalkeepers invading
our game. Many had won only one cap and we
have been tempted to suggest that some may

+ have achieved their honour by dubious means.

None of them made a lasting impression here.
On the other hand, we can recall the great con-
tribution made by that pair of Dutch internation-
als Frans Thijssen and Arnold Muhren who
were signed by Ipswich Town in 1979. Thijssen
later played for Nottingham Forest and Muhren
went to Manchester United.

Nico Claesen, the Belgian international striker,
has scored a few goals for Tottenham though
there has been a suggestion that he might be re-
turning home at the end of this season.

Players of many nationalities have played in the
Football League over the years. Blackpool even
fielded a Chinaman during the early sixties.
Cheung Chi-Doy made a couple of appear-
ances in their first-team.

Few Germans have been seen in the English
game, though.

One who did make a fine career for himself over
here was goalkeeper Bert Trautmann. He was a
prisoner of war but stayed on in England after it
was all over. He played more than 500 League
games for Manchester City and will be remem-
bered for playing on in the 1956 F.A. Cup final
after breaking his neck.

With new EEC regulations shortly to come into
force, we shall be seeing far more foreigners
over here. They will all play their part in adding
variety and spice to the Football League.
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WIMBLEDON LUTON TOWN

"JI] Dave Beasant ! ﬂ Les Sealey
2 Clive Goodyear ﬁ @ Tim Breacker
@ Terry Phelan @ Ashley Grimes
é} Vince Jones é} Darren McDonough
@ Brian Gayle 5 Steve Foster
@ Andy Thorn @ Mal Donaghy
7 Alan Cork 7 Danny Wilson
Terry Gibson Brian Stein
S John Fashanu ©)  Mick Harford
ﬂ @ Lawrie Sanchez 'ﬂ @ Mark Stein
ﬂ ‘ﬂ Laurie Cunningham "Jl] 'ﬂ lan Allinson
Sub. Sub.
Sub. | Sub.

LONDON BREWERS
SINCE 1666




WIMBLEDON OFF TO
WEMBLEY

Wimbledon’s first appearance at Wembley for 25 years will come on April 16 and 17 when they
take part in the Mercantile Credit Centenary Festival tournament.

The Dons last played beneath the famous twin towers in 1963 when they won the FA Amateur
Slup and hopefully the visit in April will be a prelude for another visit—for the FA Cup final —on
ay 14.

In the Festival event, 16 teams will be represented. From Division One, the Dons will be up
against Everton, Manchester United, Sheffield Wednesday, Luton, Nottingham Forest
and Liverpool. Aston Villa, Blackbum, Leeds and Crystal Palace have qualified from the Second
Division, Sunderand and Wigan represent Division Three and Wolves and Tranmere are the
Fourth Division qualifiers.

The format of the event has been designed'to provide fans at Wembley with a thrilling, action-
packed weekend.

On Saturday, April 16, all of the gualifying clubs will compete in a knock-out competition in games
of 20 minutes each way. Four sides will go through to play on Sunday, April 17 when the semi-fi-

nals and final will be staged. They will last 30 minutes each way. All draws will be decided by penal-
ties.

The event to celebrate the 100th birthday of the Football League will be fiercely competitive with
the clubs sending first team sgquads to aim for the £385,000 prize money. There will be no
other League games that weskend.

Even if you don't watch our televisions or
video recorders, listen to our hi-fi or cassette
players, cook in our microwave ovens, cut
down the housework with our vacuum
cleaners, look your best with our shavers or
use us to entertain you in your car; €njoy

watching Wimbledon play

(If you do use our products, you should enjoy yourself even more.
After all, they'll be working long after the season’s finished )
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BIASED NEVER!

by PHIL SMITH

It seems like an etemity since i last put this particular
quill to this particular parchment. Time sure does fly
when you're enjoying the finer things in life.

Like knocking Newcastle United out of the F.A. Cup.
This was indeed a day to savour, and 'm sure that in
days to come many will talk much about the day the
Geordies had the wind blown out of their sails.

Thanks to some administrative error | was unableto -

travel up with the train booked by the supporters,
and as my chauffeur didn't fancy the drive up, we
were left at the mercy of the British Rail scheduled
services. Reserved seats were the order of the day,
as | didn't fancy shelling out plenty of sovs for the
pieasure of standing all the way to Newcastle.

Being a supreme optimist by nature, | always hope
that when | amive at my reserved seat there is going
to be an attractive young lady in the seat next to
mine. The reality was that we were hemmed in by
strapping six footers wearing Newcastle United jum-
pers and already well into their gross packs of lager.

Never have ace reporter Paul Vaughan and myself
said so little on a journey north. Not only were these
big geezers, they were servicemen to boot. Without
tickets as well and certainly without much admira-
tion for the delicate skills of Wimbledon F.C. They
told us to avoid them and any other Newcastle sup-
parters if the Dons won and | didn't need to be told
that. | hoped for better luck with our reserved seais
on the way back.

Fortunately the ground was reached in one piece
and on entering it was clear there was a seething
mass of black and white determined to give the
Dons a hard time. | had the dubious pleasure to be
in front of this in the first half, and take my word,
when Wisey took the first comer it was as if the sum
total of the weekly giros was being chucked at him.

The St. John's men were fighting to see who could
pick up the most. | am told the T.V. highlights neatly
edited out this piece of Geordie generosity.

And then towards the end of the half, a few bottles

appeared on the pitch, and it didn't take a doctor to fi-
gure out what specimens they contained.

The second haf was happily spent at the Dons sup-
porters end. Mirandinha obviously didn't like losing,
and somebody later remarked that it was a pity he
didn't start kicking until after the garne. His actions
were those of a-lilly-livered latin. The Newcastle
Saturday Sports paper reporied the incident as fol-
lows:-

Late news — After maich incident at Newcastle
when Terry Gibson ran 30 yards to chase Miran-
dinha and had to be dragged away by colleagues.

Exacty!

The joumey back was indeed very pleasant. There
were no Newcastle fans in sight and Uncle Paul
spent a good time with a charming three year old
called Victoria. For once the absence of my re-
served seat fantasy didn't seem to matter.

Despite my obvious anti-northem bias, | have to
begrudgingly admire the way the Geordies like their
foothall. The number of Newcastle fans at Plough
Lane a month ago was astonishing and how | wish
the Dons supporters would show the same fervour.
And the same numbers,

How Queens Park Rangers get any supporters at
all amazes me. They say that if you put a monkey in
front of a typewriter then sooner or later it will type
the entire works of Shakespeare. And | suppose if
Rangers supporters tum up often enough they
might one day see a decent game on the plastic
paradise.

But | somehow doubt it, and it will be at least a trip to
look forward to next season when they get a proper
surface. Not that | am totally against plastic. I'm just
totally biased and coukd never even contemplate the
Dons style of football being a winner on artificial.

Plastic seems to suit Luton however, and some of
their football last Sunday was a joy to behold. Mind
you, they were playing a team that would at present
struggle in the Second Division. The Dons must
have been raving pathetic to have been knocked
out by Oxford. It makes me so mad, | could throw my
pen down.
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1 Dennis Wise fires
over against Newcastle.

2 Temry Gibson and
Charlton’s Peter Shirtliff.

3 Alan Cork shakes a
leg at Q.P.R.

4 John Fashanu tack-
les Kenny Wharton.

5 Laurie Cunningham
glides past David
Kerslake.




John Lelliott Homes Ltd

St. Georges's House

25 Bridge Street

Walton-on-Thames, Surrey KT12 1AS

Telephone (0932) 231515 Telex 025201 Fax 0932 232142

John Lelliott

HOMES LIMITED

ARE THE PROUD SPONSORS OF
THIS WEEK’S MATCH

We are delighted to repeat our congratulations again this
year to Wimbledon Football Clubs’ continued success in
both the League and the FA. Cup.

John Lelliott Homes are building quality homes through-
out the South East to cater for all markets, from starter
homes atHaslemere, conveniently situated apartments at
Croydon, right through to top executive properties at
Weybridge.

John Lelliott Homes are well represented at today’s match
as their staff are ardent supporters of Wimbledon Football

Club.

TERRY'S BACK
WITH A VENGEANCE

RECORD signing Terry Gibson
made a long awaited comeback
to the Wimbledon team in the go-
alless draw with Newcastle on
February 6.

The £200,000 buy from Man-
chester United recovered re-
markably quickly from a De-
cember hemia operation and he
managed to find his scoring
touch in his second games back,
getting the equaliser in the 1-1
draw at Chariton.

“| was very pleased to get that
goal. It ended a nightmare for me
because | came to the club to
play first team football and found
myself out for 14 weeks. During
that time, | felt | had let the club
down and I'm now determined to
make up for lost time. The direc-
tors found a lot of money for my
fee and the manager showed a
lot of faith when he signed me.
“While | was out, | thought | might
not get back into the team be-
cause they were doing so well

but | got the chance and I've
been pleased with my form.
“The game against Charlton was
pretty stormy. It was fortunate
that no-one got sent off but the
conditions were awkward and
that was the cause of some of the
problems. Both sides were desp-
erate for points. We want to get
as high as possible in the First Di-
vision while Charlton are fighting
for everything in their attempt to
stay up. It was a very hard game
but | was pleased to get the im-
portant goal.”

And Terry was on target again
the following week, getting the
opening goal in the 3-1 FA Cup
fifth round victory at Newcastle.
“It was a difficult tie on paper but
we took our chances well,” he
said. “A lot of defenders find it
hard to cope with a shorter player
because they have to stoop
down when they make a chal-
lenge. It paid off at Newcastle be-
cause | got enough space to

: 5 (N £ e MOl P 0
Terry Gibson scores at Charlton.

head home the goal.

“We had hoped to keep it at 0-0
for a while to quieten the New-
castle fans down so going ahead
after just six minutes was impor-
tant. It's great for me to be backin
the big time and | hope now we
can go all the way to Wembley.
I've never got into the quarter fi-
nals of the FA Cup before.”
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On the receiving end at

¥ ¥ Newcastle John Fashanu
(top) and Peter Jackson
¥ £ (below).

# WERE TALKING B
* FOOTBALL. *

%
L4 &%
“Foothall is not a matser of life and death. Its
™ much more important than that! ¥
BILL SHANKLY.
“Soccer 15 the biggest thing thats happened in .
creation, bigger than any ‘tsm' you can
name! ALAN BROWN, ¥
Sunderland managen, 1968,
¥ *
“And they were lucky to get nil!
LEN SHACKLETON,
*

¥ after six goal debut for Newcasdle in 13-0 defeat of

m A\(“!h”l: I‘-‘-;n
¥ ) 5 s ; i %
B ETTE B 0FF “Tt is our new tactics. We rr]m[lz.rf- before the
others have scored! WP
. DANNY BLANCHFLOWER, 1958.
ol [ . : /
* (Stanley Paul, an

%
GARRATT CARS LIMITED
Dainarsub=
MAIN AGENTS
545 6489 GARRATT LANE
Service Dept EARLSFIELD LONDON SW17 0PB

ear of 23 FRANCHE COURT ROAD 01947 6161 (10 lines)
TOOTING LONDON SW17 QX TELEX 920476 APEX G




PA

53

private healt .

oThe Hospital

HOSPITAL

RKS\D\N'\mbledoﬂs swi19SNX

parkside, < best

. ers office 0T o cepOST, LO
e Hosp‘t:: ‘\{"g‘:\?gde Hospital, FRE
Managet.

it
h caré atl ten-
6 4202 eX o

e contact i

nelsons

=

pathic
jers of homoeQ -
Su?i‘:;eaid to the DONS
i aﬂab?n?‘ltiilth stores

ding pharmades

DOUBLE
DEFEAT FOR DONS

THE WIMBLEDON youth
team were rocked by two
home defeats in early Feb-
ruary.

On February 6, they were
beaten 3-1 by Bournemouth
and that was followed by a 4-2
reverse at the hands of Ox-
ford.

Injuries and illness robbed the
team of some regulars includ-
ing goalkeeper Neil Sullivan
and central defencder Dean
Blackwell but youth team
manager David Kemp was
still disappointed by the
dramatic loss of form.

“We should have won the two
games,” he claimed. “I am
very disappointed because
we have played so well this
season. To drop four points at
home in a week is annoying
especially as we conceded

seven goals in two games
after letting in just 19 in all our
previous League games.”
“The only consolation is that |
have been able to have a look
at some of the schoolboys.
We've been able to assess
the boys for next year and put
some thought to our new in-
take of trainees.”

Matthew Pearson and An-
thony Duggan, who have
been regular members of the
youth team squad, have been
given the chance to impress
and David has also called on
goalkeeper Fabio Rasterlini,
Scottish winger Paul Cunnin-
gham and local lad Dean
Layton.

In both defeats, David Cooper
was the player on target. He
got the consolation goal
against Bournemouth and a

|

Don Howe pictured with our two new Associate Schoolboy signings
Giles Marchant (left) and Grant Payne (right).

DONS'
EYouTH™
S\
g o d

2N\ Dl

pair against Oxford, but the
Dons were never ahead in
either game and failed to fight
back.

DONS’ YOUTH FIXTURES

RESULTS
Aug. 18 Swindon Town A13
22 Northampton Town H10
25 Bristol Rovers Ha1
29 Bristol City A12
Sept. 2 Brentford H30
5 Tottenham Hotspur H241
8 Chelsea(SJ.Flood. Cup)  A1-2
12 Southampton A33
19 Milwall (League Cup) A24
26 Brighton H50
Oct. 3 Boumemouth A50
10 Oxford United Postponed
17 Reading H24
24 Colchester A1-2
31 Chelsea (Lge.Cup)2ndR A 1-1
Nov. 7 Chelsea (LC2RR) H31
28 Swindon Town H40
30 C.Pa.FAYCup2ndRd. H10
Dec. 5 Northampton Town A33
12 Bristol Rovers A00
19 Norwich (LCQ-Final) H29
Jan. 2 Bristol City H14
9 Brentford A2-2
12 Arsenal FAY Cup 3rd Rnd. H1-2
16 Totienham Hotspur A20
23 Southampton H20
30 Crystal Palace A Post.
Feb. 6 Boumemouth H1-3
13 Oxford United H24
20 Reading A2-0
23 Southampion (LCS-Final) ~ A1-3
27 Colchester United H21
Mar. 5 LutonTown A
12 Crystal Palace H
19 Brghton A
26 Oxford A
Apr. 2 Luton H
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