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Tuesday, May 5th, 1987 Kick-off 7.45 p.m.

UTON TOWN

Today’s match is sponsored by: Handling Analysis Ltd




L Trophv -winners: The youth team after beating Chelsea 4-0 (6-1 agg) last week. Line-up - (back)

Aaron Tighe, Jason Rees, Darren McLean, Julian James, Mark Watson, Paul Gray, Marvin Johnson, lan

Scott, Neil Poutch; (front) Colin Barker, Seal Farrell, Richard Harvey, John Kennedy, Gary Cobb
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Established 1950

W.H.ALLSOP & SONS
(Builders) LTD

® BUILDING SERVICES
® WINDOWS @ ROOFING

153 New Town Street, Luton LU1 5BR.
Telephone: (0582) 458000

~Falcon
¥ A0 . Holidays

14 seasons of top class competition and
we're still top of the holiday league!
Try a Falcon Holiday this year and find
out why we're unbeatable,

Tel: 01-221 6298

33 Notting Hill Gate London W11 3JQ

® Cobb goal:

Gary Cobb scores against
Chelsea (below) and the
celebrations start (top)




ER YI ”’N G you No-one can deny the huge success
of the Astra Van.
’KE "ERE Now the new Astramax can only add
l .

to the popularity of the range, while
adding to the discomfort of competitors
(but certainly not of drivers).

The Astra Van is well-known for the
best ‘office’ set-up and for the best
handling and performance in its class.
Same difference for Astramax.

Drivers can take comfort, too, from
the Astramax (and Astra Van) being
equipped with a proper bulkhead. Unlike
some other vans.

The slippery smooth shape is more
than a modern front for business. The Cd
factor isalow 0-34.

While at the business-end, twin rear
doors open to a 90° stop. Or a full 180%;

handy for loading bays. And for taking on
\ a choice of 365 or 560 kg payloads in the
huge 82 cu. ft. load-space.

For even more load-space, optional
with the Astramax, is an extended load-
deck in place of the passenger seat.

On the small side, fuel consumption
and all the running costs. Whatever your
choice from three petrol engines or a
diesel, with 4-speed, 5-speed orautomatic
gearboxes (according to engine).

Toendwith the finish, the corrosion-
protection and paint process is the most-
up-to-date in Europe.

As for the Astramax’s price, it's

attractive enough to save you the bother
of shopping around.
-

BEDFORDE1

Bedford Commercial Vehicles, Division of General Motors Overseas Commercial Vehicle Corporation,
P.O. Box No. 3, Luton LU2 05Y.

Welcome to Oxford United. Like us, they have survived exceptionally well on
small attendances in the First Division, though they arrive here tonight still seeking
points to ensure complete safety. After our last home match, | was unfortunately
quoted in the newspapers bemoaning the support we received - or did not
receive - during the goalless draw with Sheffield Wednesday. It is unfortunate that
the press chose to concentrate on my reaction to some probing questions and not
to write about our team'’s very consistent form at home all season. Like everyone
else, | was disappointed at the match, but [ was also disappointed at the criticism
of the team from our fans when I felt that vocal support would have done more
good

Humans not robots
Our players do not go out and deliberately attempt not to perform at their best
They are not robots, however, and it is difficult for any human being to produce
their most exciting work week in week out. They were very down in the dressing
room afterwards. I can, however, understand the feelings of our fans who have
worked hard all week and want to see their team win and play well on a Saturday
Nevertheless, | am disappointed by the level of support — how, for example, can
we hope to satisfy the wage demands of top First Division players when our
average attendance is only 9,000 in a season when we have consistently been in
the top six? And remember, the opposition are not static objects, waiting to be
beaten. It is never easy to win in the First Division so please give the lads your
support today
We are anxious not to let our position shp away. It is difficult with no incentive like
European football to play for, but we want to finish in the club's highest position and
to win more points than last year. As these notes had to be written before our trip
to Charlton, | am unable to comment on our performance there. But you can be
certain everyone gave their all to win.
Finally, I would like to thank all our fans for turning out to support the team through
both the good days and the bad this season. | would like to see more supporters
here - please bring a friend next season! Also special thanks are due to all the
players for their hard work, physio Dave Kirby and coaches Ray Harford, Jim Ryan
and John Faulkner, and everyone at the club. It has been a very exciting and
eventful season. Have a good summer. See you in August.

: HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS
it HONOURS
A Aleyan, T.W. Bailey, VICE PRESIDENTS FA CUP FINALISTS - 1958-59

B Cole, ES Pearson, R]. Smuith R L Banks

J R. Smith, M. Watson-Challis C Bygrave, C] Evans CHAMPIONS - DIVISION S(S) 1936-37

CHIEF EXECUTIVE E FL'.'uH!.zu: e RUNNERS-UP - DIVISION 2 1954-55
John Stith B e Fokuia CHAMPIONS - DIVISION 4 1967-68
MARAGER R Larianson RUNNERS-UP - DIVISION 3 1969-70
p il U S R Unwin, E Waller RUNNERS-UP - DIVISION 2 1973-74
Bill Tomlins CHAMPIONS - DIVISION 2 1981-82
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Great success
Dear Sir,
The recent schoolboy inter-
national staged at Kenilworth
Road by Luton Schools' FA was
an undoubted success. How-
ever, Luton Schools' could
never have achieved this
success without the co-operation
of Luton Town Football Club
From the planning stage to the
actual evening the gudance
expertise and advice given
from your staff were invaluable
as well as freely offered
On behalf of Luton Schools
may 1 thank Luton Town for
generously allowing us the use
of their facilities and for toally
supporting us in the venture
and compliment you on the pro-
fessionalism and friendliness of
your matchday staff
Please express our gratitude
to all involved
Yours sincerely
Alistair Hearn
Chairman, Luton Schools FA
Warden Hill Junior School,
Birdsfoot Lane,
Luton.

Mick’s kindness

Dear Sir

I would just like to thank Mick
Harford for signing my pro-
gramme on Monday 30th
March. My friend and I saw him
in Harpenden High Street. We
followed him and eventually

plucked up enough courage 1o
go and get his autograph. He
did this with pleasure, he could
easily have turned round and
told us to go away and not to
invade his privacy, but he
didn't. 1 think that was really
good of him

We have been fans of him for a
while now and would just like to
thank him for his generosity and
kindness and making our day

Thanks again
Jo Pickup & Hazell West

80 Wroxham Way
Harpenden, Herts

eMick Harford

United appeal
Dear Sir,

If you could find space to print
this letter in a future home
programme [ really would be
very grateful

[ am a lifelong supporter of
Manchester United and collect
all their match programmes -
home and away

On 12/2/83 they were due 1o
play Luton Townat Old Trafford
but the game was postponed I

Write to The Editor, Luton Town F.C,,
Kenilworth Road, Luton by Tuesday a.m.

would like to obtain a copy of
the programme for this game
(Number 21)

If any of your supporters have
this programme for sale or
exchange 1 would like to hear
from them. All letters will be
answered

Yours truly
Frank Bosward
42 Beresford Road,
Stretford,
Manchester M32 OPZ

Strange request

Dear Sir,

This will probably sound like a
very strange request, but
please believe me 1ts deadly
serious. ] was wondering what's
happening to the Astro Turf
when you have to replace it? I
have a new house with a very
large garden plus an 11 year
old very energetic son

[ would very much like a piece
of this “everlasting” grass to put
into our garden. [ am wonder-
ing how much it would cost me
to buy some from the club?

I told you, its a strange
request! My husband just
laughed at me and my son
dared me to write. However
here | am, probably making a
complete fool of myself, but I
had to try! I now await your
reaction!

Yours sincerely
Pauline DeBanks (Mrs)

5 Grove Fields,

Leegomery
Telford
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My withdrawal symptoms

The end of anything is alv
League Season is particularly so for me as following
Luton is my main hobby - TIll suffer withdrawal
symptoms on Saturdays. This has been a particularly
eventful season, with Ricky Hill growing his hair
again so he doesn't look like a matinee 1dol, and Brian
Stein departing from his usual practice of using his
head to think carefully and creatively about his
game, and using it to score with!

We've also achieved a great deal of notoriety this
year. They say all publicity is good, but | sometimes

onder. I'm sure our thetic s > and ban on
fans wouldn't have been rilified in the media
if we'd spent much of the season fourth from bottom
rather than fourth from top. What I found most
annoying was the inaccuracy of many of the reports
If the papers o be believed one from
Norwich watched their side go top of the League
when they played here in October. Yet | remember
C r of green and

ays sad;, the end of a

3 b s BN

[ realise that cont Sy IS seen as worthy, but
vouldn't it be pleasant to publi the good things
like peaceful crowds and few police 1n our ground?

High points
There have been some high points 1n this, our most
successful season. Finally defeating the top sides at

home - letting them be afraid of us rather tt ur
fearing them — gave me great pleasure. It's also been
i the youngsters develop; but the
ting Liverpool in the Cup
volving the Club and Luton

the England v N. Ireland
hope Luton can stage more such

nternational. Let
matches

Ne've had disappointments, too: losing to QPR 1n
the Cup, and twice to Watford - the first ime they've
done the double S 2. Butgenerally it's
n a satisfying season and we can all look forward
to the next with optimism

Gale Waller
Anyone wanting to contribute to Girl Talk, please write to.
The Editor, Luton Town F.C., Dunstable Road, Luton, Beds.

Best reports; best pictures
THURSDAYS 14p
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Luton Town 0 Sheffield Wednseday 0
After the disappointment of losing to Watford, the l st I e a m '

Town were unlucky not to be able to bounce
straight back to winning ways with a victory over
Sheffield Wednesday here last Saturday in a
match which produced few thrills on an afternoon
of warm sunshine and humid conditions.

Goalkeeper Les Sealey and captain Mick
Harford both recovered from injuries to take their
places in the side, but neither was able to make
decisive contributions on a day when the
entertainment was not up to the level usually
offered at Kenilworth Road.

Forthat, Sheffield Wednesday deserve much of
the credit or blame. They were desperate for a
point and played their part in preserving a draw
very well. That their performance did not lend
itself to the entertainment of the home fans was
clearly shown.

The draw maintained the Town's highest position
in the First Division and also meant they have
been beaten at home only once in 20 league
matches this season. A fine achievement. Had it
not been for two stunning second-half saves by
Martin Hodge, the Town might well have won
again - but Wednesday had done their homework
and the Hatters were unable to hit the heights or
take all three points.

Teams: Luton - Sealey, Breacker, Grimes,
Nicholas, North, Donaghy, Hill, B. Stein, Newell
(Sub M. Stein), Harford, Preece.

Sheffield Wednesday - Hodge, Sterland, Smith,
Morris, May, Madden, Worthington, Megson,
Marwood, Chapman, Hirst (Sub Snodin).

Referee - ].E. Martin (Alton, Hants).

e Stalemate: No goals
and few thrills. The
Town's 0-0 draw with
Sheffield Wednesday was
a disappointing result but
there was plenty of action.
Today’s pictures show
Mike Newell in a mid air
duel (above) with Brian
Stein (top left) and Ricky
Hill (bottom right),
challenging for positions.
Tim Breacker (left) moves
into another Hatters
attack. Pictures by
Sportswide Photography.
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VIEWS from
the BENCH

Ray Harford

Chief coach Ray Harford has been highly satisfied with the teams performances this season in his
first spell in charge and, except for some reservations about the number of goals scored, is pleased
with the players efforts. Today, in his Views from the Bench, he reflects on the eventful nine months
past and looks at the progress of the team towards a finishing place in the top group in the First

Division:

A fine season, but not enough goals

“Yes, | am satisfied overall, but we haven't really
scored enough goals. We have been very good at
the back and our goalkeeper has had a very good
season, but I do not think we have been creative
enough, have not made enough chances and have
not taken enough of our chances when we have
had them. I think the forwards might have scored
more goals.

“We have had to defend 1-0 leads too often this
season and for quite long spells. However, we
were without Mick Harford for the first half of the
season and have also been without David Preece,
Steve Foster and Ricky Hill for spells as well. The
defence has been very solid and the midfield too

“Perhaps too solid. The arrival of Robert Wilson,
Darron McDonough and progress of Stacey North
has helped extend the squad too, but it still remains
small for the First Division when compared to the
big city power teams at the top.

Notable features

“Stacey has had a blooding in the last dozen or so
games and the experience will have done him
good. He has had the taste of it and now it is up to
him to stake his claim for next season and try to
keep Steve Foster out of the side. One of the
notable features of our season with such a small
squad has been that we have had to try and avoid
injuries in training. As a result, we have not often
gone flat out. We have been reluctant to go too
hard and the lads have just been kept ticking over
most of the time

GLAZING & DECORATING
SPECIALISTS

Glazin

Patio

Double Glazing (secondary and Sealed Units)
Interiors and Exterior Decorators

For Domestic and Commercial enquiries contact

“One player who has always worked flat out,
however, has been Mike Newell He has really
covered every blade of synthetic grass on that
pitch. He is a workaholic and has made great
progress in his first season in the First Division. |
think he will really show the benefits next season

Impressive system

“On the First Division scene in general, I think
Arsenal did remarkably well for such a long period
with a young and inexperienced team. Liverpool
and Everton have again come in to dominate the
championship race in the home stretch, but
Tottenham have impressed me the most. They
have looked good every time | have seen themand
[ think they could well go on and win the title next
season - if we don't. Their midfield system is very
interesting and something we will be looking at
closely

‘1 would love to see us being able to do
something like it here, but they have got a large
number of midfield players to choose from. We
could do with more strength and competition for
places in that area, I think

“Ricky Hill has won a place in the England squad
again and last week flew to Turkey. He has
tremendous talent — more than [ realised before |
came. Great skill and technique. I only wish he
would take games by the scruff of the neck more
often. Perhaps next season he will and will be able
to find a way of scoring the goals that would have
given us a chance of overhauling Everton and
Liverpool at the top.”

MEYE S COW 377 S0

Repairs and Glass Supplies
oor and Window Installations

Luton 573025/597505

For 24 hour Emergency Services contact Dunstable 573025
J. Sapsworth Ltd., 92 Marsh Road, Luton, Beds LU3 2NL
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MEMBERS' RENEWALS

Members can renew at a special rate, providing
they do so by May 31. For adults, this is £3,
compared to £5 for new members

From now on, all youngsters under 16 automati-
cally become Junior Hatters, for an inclusive
price of £3. A new section is being launched for
supporters between 16 and 21 years old. The 16-
21 Club will enable juniors to retain their close
nes with the club as well as offering special
benefits. Renew membership now and it costs £3,
saving £1. Finally, all pensioners are entitled to a
special card, at the lowest possible price of £2

All members will receive letters during early
May

Season ticket holders will also receive a letter in
May, enabling them to renew an existing season
ticket by post. Of course, they get the same
benefits as other members, plus substantal
savings on match ticket prices

miE
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PRE-MATCH ENTERTAINMENT
Tonight's pre-match entertainment is provided by the final of the challenge

tournament sponsored by SunLife of Canada and our caterers SGL. The
youngsters will be our guests tonight. Please give them your support.

Kids Chase cops

Bedfordshire youngsters were tracking down their local
bobbies last month, in a bid to win a free trip to tonight's

youngsters took part
el of Cop-a-Cards from
a tnp to the match - by
so popular that police on patrol

pied pipers!
from th

ers f
here tonight to r

- -

ughout the country are expected
> of our star players
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MATCH REFEREE

We welcome
Sponsors today Martin  Smith
Motors Ltd Martin Smith estab- |
lished his Commercial Vehicles
Business in August 1971. This is
Martins first executive sponsor-

NEIL MIDGLEY X
(Salford) I

An area sales manager, [&{ SUP and we

Nell is marned. He started

A

Executive Sponsors

guests have an enjoyable day. >

AT ST SRS
HOTLINE T '
Luton (0562)

179-185 Dunstable Road, Luton

Registered Office:

Ticket Office/Souvenirs:

125 Oak Road, Luton

Office Hours: Sam - 5pm (41 1622)

Advertising & Match Sponsorship:
Wendy Greaves, Marketing Executive

as Executive

hope he and his

refereeing in 1959 and [©

| W 4
progressed via the Man- |} F
chester League and Che-
shire League. He enjoys all COVER
sports and particularly golf. ‘ STORY
He has refereed in the
UEFA Cup matches

Today's action picture on our
'] cover shows Mal Donaghy one of
the most steady and consistent
Town players in the front line
adding a shot at goal.

€ _ggvem (411622)
—y Stadium Hire: Mike Beevor
;‘.—. Stadium Sales Manager (411622)

Souvenirs: Junior Hatters (412418)
Match Tickets & Match Enquiries:
Bev Tyler, Retail Sales Supervisor
(30748)

(24 hour recorded information
423293/4)
Banqueting & Function Facilities:

Alan Helm, Catening Manager (411526)

Promotions Office: John Gornall
Development Executive (411622)




eCalled up: Ricky Hill was
called up by England
last week to play in Turkey.
Well done, Ricky
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CONSOLIDATING OUR STATUS IN THE
TOUGHEST FOOTBALL LEAGUE OF ALL
By Bill Tomlins

Good evening and welcome to our
final home match of the season. A lot
has happened in the 12 months since
I wrote my final notes of the 1985-86
season, but | feel the club has
progressed throughout the period

Not only have we consolidated the
status we held before the many
changes of last summer, but we have
improved our status, the team
establishing itself as one of the
leading clubs in the first Division
Well done John Moore and all the
players and coaching staff

Special thanks

The many changes at the club have
also resulted in my own change of
position from commercial director to
general secretary, a new set of
responsibilities and a new set of
headaches. These have however
been kept to a minimum by the loyal
and hard-working support of all our 70
permanent staff, including the
players, and the match-day casual
volunteers who swell the number to
283

On a personal note, 1 would
particularly like to thank the heads of
match-day areas of work - Ken
Halsey, Fred Hayward, Gerry Barker
and Cherry Newbery — who together
with all our staff have coped

admurably with the introduction of our
home members only scheme this
season

The membership scheme has itself
been a topic of great interest of
course and been welcomed by the
police and local community. It has
brought peace to the town on
Saturday afternoons and ensured a
generally healthy atmosphere

Sponsors

Finally, a warm welcome to this
evening’s match sponsors, Handling
Analysis Ltd, together with their
guests. This 1s the first time that
Handling Analysis have sponsored a
Luton Town match - or indeed any
other sporting event

However, we are pleased to report
that Handlng Analysis appear
delighted with the response they
have received from their guests about
tonight's match and we are sure that
we shall see them here again soon

Handling Analysis are a
Northampton-based company
specialist in the importation, sales,
rental, service and rebuilding of fork
lift trucks and allied equipment, and
their motto is “The right truck at the
nght price backed up by prompt,
personal and efficient after sales
service".

INTRODUCING OUR NEW DIRECTORS

eWelcome to the club: Our
chairman David Evans is
pictured with new director
Mike Watson-Challis at last
week's extraordinary general
meeting. Mr Watson-Challis and
Brian Cole were appointed to
the board.

et (2 . Sunlife of Conedo - !
, o ‘

oThe big match: Nearly 300 pupils from six Luton schools have
competed in a challenge tournament sponsored by SunLife of
Canada and our caterers SGL. The final is tonight - our big
match pre-match entertainment

]

.
eWinning captain: Youth team captain Richard Harvey with
the Southern Junior Floodlit Cup won last Tuesday night
Richard has been chosen for England's under 19 tour of south
America. Congratulations.

¢Behind the scene: Although Steve Foster is not seen on the
field, he is still active with our Executive Member's after our last
home match. Seen here with Mr & Mrs Pip Darnell our Match
Ball Sponsors

PHIN’S

MICK HARFORD
Great night

Welcome to everyone. It 1s our last
home match of the season and |
hope we can produce a good
result. Thank you to all our fans for
their support this season. | hope we
can improve just a httle bit more
next year and bring home a trophy
- like the youth team did on
Tuesday might

It was the first trophy won since |
came to the club really. And that is
great — well done lads. | was not
able to see the whole game
because we were torm between
two places at once within the club
as Brian Stein's Sportsman's Dinner
was held the same night

Comedian

That was another great success
with all present having a good time
Kenneth Wolstenholme came as
the guest speaker and he was very
good. So too was the comedian
John Magee and all the side
entertainments. Most of the lads
were their to support Brian who has
been a great servant to the club

I hope next season is a great
success for him - please give his
testimonial your support whenever
you can - and for the club. We are
close to winning something and
want to bring something back for
you, our fans. Have a good summer
off and I'll see you in August

15
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: ; " 4 e Flashback: Many ‘top’ teams this year left us suffering
. Pla.shback. On the apee—. day of the season Ricky Hill spurs on humiliating defeats Mick Harford (above) thunder's another shot at
a creditable 1-1 draw at Leicester. Another fine result came at Forest Liverpool during our FA Cup victory, and goal scoring Mike Newell
(below) where goals from Brian Stein & Mike Newell gave us a 2-2 1 & y : . inst Nottinah

draw - Tim Breacker is seen here controlling the right flank. i (Fl:i':::) moves forward in the 4-2 league vistory aguinst Nottisphem




Unit No. 6

Heron Trading Estate
Sundon Park Road
Sundon Park

Luton

BEDS

LU3 3BB

SERVICES

(Interior Contracts) Ltd.

WOULD LIKE TO CONTRATULATE LUTON TOWN FC AND
ALL THEIR STAFF ON A VERY SUCCESSFUL SEASON 1986/8T.
THE DK SERVICES GROUP OF COMPANIES HAS ALSO HAD
A VERY SUCCESSFUL 12 MONTHS. WE HAVE
SUCCESSFULLY CARRIED OUT PROJECTS FOR A NUMBER
OF MAJOR BUILDING CONTRACTORS, CATERING
ORGANISATIONS, BREWERIES AND MANY MORE PRIVATE
COMPANIES.

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE PROFESSIONAL DESICN &
PLANNING, BUILDING WORK, FLOORING OF ALL TYPES,
SUSPENDED CEILINGS, SUPPLY & INSTALLATION OF
INDUSTRIAL CATERING EQUIPMENT, FURNITURE AND
TOTAL INTERIOR DESIGN SCHEMES. CURRENT CLIENTS:
GRANDMENT CATERING, GREENE KING, CHARLES WELLS,
WHITBREADS, JOHN BROWN ENGINEERING TO NAME BUT
AFEW.

WE HAVE RECENTLY BEEN AWARDED CONTRACTS FOR
THE SUPPLY AND INSTALLATION OF TOTAL
RESTAURANTS INVOLVING ALL SERVICES MENTIONED
ABOVE AT:-

UNITED GLASS NEW HEADQUARTERS AT ST. ALBANS.
ARCOS STORES NEW HEADQUARTERS AT MILTON
KEYNES.

[F YOU REQUIRE FURTHER INFORMATION OR YOU WISH
TO MAKE AN APPOINTMENT PLEASE CONTACT

D. KENNINGHAM, 0582 507766

24 hr ansaphone service.

~ JOHN BAIN

“a marvellous ambassador”

]_(liil\qi’mll\l would have been moved by the tribute paid to his memory at Kenilworth Road on Saturday
Apnl 2§ our match against Sheffield Wednesday.
Nearly 10,000 people stood in absolute silence for , I he T
early e stood in absolute silence for a minute to honour the Town's 31C ] ftl
fc our the Town's President, and one of the
most loyal supporters Ghciakisn
Ih.ls- ath at 82 after a short illness has saddened many people. Yet the memories are so happy that his fun
eral was not entirely morbid and sombre last week l
I{I\(j; in the mourning there was the recollection of a delightful character who enjoyed hfe to the full
nenever one met John Bain, he would be doing one of thre 5 ] okes, fing songs,
‘ v pe doing one ¢ ree things - telling jokes, singing songs, ¢ <
ing lovingly about Luton Town : - e
He loved his football, and his choice as President of Luton Town two years ago was perfect for both sides
Nt—‘i—‘t did a club have a better ambassador at away games, and rarely can any official host in a boardroom
have been more charming than John Bain 7
Town chairman David Evans said: “Every

ne in the club has been saddened by Mr Bain's dez 1 the
; . v ‘ he s been sac >d by Mr Bain's death. And there
-.Il} h\_—- ;_?keuple 1N mourning u{ \-llh-,-r clubs who feel the same. They will remember him most for his marvell
ous sense of humour, particularly at times when 1t was most needed

John Bain {Wedgd a cheerful determination to get on in the world. He was put into an Edinburgh orphanage
as a young boy. Despite a life that started in poverty, he soon learne e 0 i -. :

2 s z v > SO 2arned the old Victonan principleso value

of hard work and honesty it

L'JHmm]l‘ryr;:é- became a very wealthy man, through his work to build up ].A.C. Bain Haulage Ltd nearly 40
years ago. The company went public, and he moved into the iC 5 i G

. 2 ved into the garage business, sending Bair ges fc

S s St S ing Bain Garages to the

He became a Luton director in 1967, at a time when the club was beginning to rebuild its fortunes after a
slump in the Fourth Division i

In his eight years on the
of every draw, and trie
trips, and so did all wt

His departure from the bo
ident in June 1985,
As a personality, he fitted perfectly with everyone
Mr Bain is survived by his wife Elsie, by two sons Duncan and Roger, and by five grandchildren

ard s directors have to retire at 70 - he enjoyed every victory, made the best
advantages in every defeat. He enjoyed being the director in charge of away
nt with him

rd in 1975 made lhittle difference. He became deputy president, and then pres-




LUTON TOWN 1987
Thank you for your Support
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HATTERS IN GEAR

et

o Keyrings ..
e Coffee mugs (club cvest)
e Teddybear ..
e LutonTownF. C cools
* Baby'sBib..

. Bcbvgrowers
¢ Sweat shirts from
e Towelsfrom ..

® ADIDAS footboll 5ocks from

e ADIDAS shirts from ...

shorts from ..

e Sportstopsfrom ..

e Skihats (club colours)
Peak caps (club colours)
Straw boaters ...

* Woollenscarves from

e Club holdalls from ..

* Gloves (wool1en)

e Sweatbands ..

MANY ADDITIONAL ITEMS AVAILABLE FROM OUR SOUVENIR SH:P.
125 OAK ROAD, LUTON, BEDFORDSHIRE. TEL: (0582) 412418.

DRESSING ROOM

with Brian Stein

Top-scoring striker Brian Stein will
complete ten years with Luton Town this
year, an achievement duly marked by his
testimonial season. In recent seasons, he has
played withdrawn behind the two main
strikers in a disguised forward role and
enjoyed great success, though not scoring
quite as many goals as he did earlier in his
career when he played as an out-and-out
striker. Today, in his Dressing Room Talk,
Brian reflects on how difficult it is to score
goals in the First Division:

“It 1s not easy to score goals and we have
found them hard to come by this season for
some reason. | don't really know why. In the
past, we have been able to hammer some sides
at Kenilworth Road, but this year we have had
a lot of 1-0 wins and low scores. | think a lot of
sides are coming here just to get a draw or not
to lose heavily. They don't want to get
hammered and they make it very difficult for
us. It can be very frustrating

“I know the front players have all been very
frustrated. Mick and Mike have both felt 1t
Mick especially since he came back. Maybe
that is why he gets into the referee's notebook
so often. If we score early it can make it a very
different game, but we need to get the early
goal and be able to go on and fully express
ourselves, You cannot just turn it on and off like
atap.

“We did manage to get a few goals against
the teams that came here and opened up like
Forest, Liverpool and Spurs. But other games
have been very hard like last week's here
against Sheffield Wednesday. They came to
stop us.

Superb defence
“To be honest, though, the midfield and
defence have been brilliant this season and
done their defensive work superbly so
perhaps they haven't been able to get forward
as much. They used to chip ina few goals in the
past, but not this season.

“In the last few games I think Tim Breacker
has done a superb job for us and been tearing
up and down the flank. Maybe it will all be
different next season. For me, it has been a
relatively low-scoring season, but it has still
turned out to be a good one and the club is on
course for its best-ever finish in the First
Division. It is strange really. | think we are a

® Top-scoring striker: Brian Stein.

much meaner and more professional team than
we used to be

“The main thing 1s that we have got much
more belief in ourselves now. We believe we
can beat all the top teams and I don't think we
thought that even among ourselves last year. It
has made all the difference.

Avoid injuries
| suppose we really are coming together well
now. It is going to be good if the team is still
together next season because if we avoid
injuries and make a good start we could go for
the title. I hope we really get bombing early in
the season because then we can go all the way.

“Ricky's selection for the England squad was
great for him and us because it shows how well
we are all playing. | haven't given up all hope of
playing for England myself and feel that if I can
score a few more goals and we make a great
start next year I could get myself right back in
the reckoning.

“We've got Ashley, Peter and Mal and Ricky
all figuring in the international squads now and
that is really great for Luton. We thought we
could do something this year after beating
Liverpool in the Cup, but 1t was not to be and |
think we shall have learned a lesson from that.
I think we were tired when we played QPR at
home and we allowed ourselves to be affected
by it. Next year I hope to really make my
testimonial memorable with a great season.
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PRIZES FOR
GUESSING
WHICH
NEWSPAPER

BRINGS YOU
THE BEST
COVERAGE

OF THE
ToDAY LEAGUE.

On Fridays, it's the Bobby Charlton

column

On Saturdays, there are match pre
views and Sports Extra’s in-def
On Sundays, we Dring
n all the first and

division matches, plus a fu

round-up of the 3rd and 4tk

On Mondays, Action Replay
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BOX OFFICE INFORMATION

For Your Diary

LUTON TOWN v
GM NATIONAL SCHOOL

1 Saturday, May 9th, w«

I 1a JUE

' Ki ‘:L‘- ff 3 pm
n Saturday, May 9th, the
N West Ham

r all your tick

enjoy the match

PROGRAMME SUBSCRIPTION
19817-88

nd sent t
Distributc
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David Evans, Chairman

RECOVERY FROM A THREATENED DISASTER

“With the season drawing to its close it is a good time to
reflect on the last twelve months and perhaps try to
glimpse the future

This year has been traumatic, starting with the
departure of our manager, chief coach and
physiotherapist. Fortunately the club had the relilience
and strength in depth to overcome what could have been
disaster, but with hindsight was probably in the club's best
interests. In amongst us were those who did not truly have
the club's best interests at heart

The successes, both on and off the field, have been
described by various people as “a miracle”, but I do not
believe that being more or less in the top six for the last two
years is anything other than a reward and justification for
the hard work dedication and team spirit on which we
concentrate so forcefully at Luton Town

Without you, the fans, the club is nothing and your
support this season has been tremendous. However |
cannot help wishing with all my heart that another 3,000 or
4,000 members could be persuaded to attend regularly

There are four games this year that stay in my mind more
than others. The first was the 4-1 thrashing of Liverpool in
the League when Mike Newell scored a memorable hat-
trick. For those who travelled to Liverpool for the replay,
the second half of extra time was probably the longest
fifteen minutes | have ever spent in my life - although the
tnp home was one of the most pleasant journeys from a
football club I have ever expenenced!

On the following Wednesday when Liverpool were so
comprehensively beaten and in many ways humiliated by

our superb team-work, it was pathetic to listen to the
Liverpool manager who was quite clearly unable to accept
defeat in the way we would all have expected

Finally, who can describe the satisfaction and complete
feeling of justice being done when we totally and
completely outplayed Tottenham Hotspur. Their manager
and chief coach took the defeat in a way one would expect,
in view of them having been trained and schooled at Luton,
which is more than can be said for their chairman, who has
obviously caught a bug from Dalglish

I am sure this year we will finish in the League table in
our highest-ever position. Although there are those who
believe the synthetic surface has contributed to this
success, | would merely ask them to look at the record in
the late fifues when we came eighth. In that season we did
not lose any games at home whatsoever so maybe one
could say that the synthetic has been a disadvantage to us!

I personally believe that we will end up third, simply
because we are the third best side in the Football League
at the moment. John Moore and Ray Harford, together with
Steve Foster as our captain, have brought the pride to
Luton and given us the platform to go on and win the title
next year

Finally, next season, there will be a need for admission
charges to be increased and I hope that you will all
understand that we need your financial support to enable
us to maintain a First Division Club.

I take this opportunity to wish you all a happy and
enjoyable summer and I look forward to seeing you all
when the new season starts

f;’k

, ,S.G.L. CATERERS LIMITED

SGL Caterers are pleased to supply catering services to
Luton Town Football Clubs new executive suite complex,
together with all sponsorship and membership areas and
will be delighted to receive enquiries for your function,
large or small, held either at your own venue or at the
stadium, where we offer hire facilities for all rooms.
Please phone Mr Alan Helm General Catering Manager on 0582 411526
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FORKLIFT
TRUCKS

PALLET TRUCKS
NARROW AISLE TRUCKS
REACH TRUCKS
ORDER PICKERS

Nationsl Concessionaires e \\NIPIMES PO
sle KOMATSU

RENT - LEASE - BUY

service and Parts from

Theforift truck people
lumsncs Ilnuse Horsley Road, Kingsthorpe Road, Northampton NN2 618
Ielephone : 0604721010 Telex: 311174
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JIM RYAN JOHN FAULKNER
BRILLIANT YOUTH TEAM WIN

What a brilliant win the youth team enjoyed here
last Tuesday when they outplayed Chelsea to win
the Southern Junior Floodlit Cup with a 4-0 win on
the night and a 6-1 aggregate triumph. Colin
Barker, Paul Gray and Gary Cobb, together withan
own goal, were the Town scorers on a night when
coach John Faulkner's young team did the club
proud

After a slightly hesistant start, the Town
youngsters quickly got to grips with the game and
put together some great moves, Barker scoring the
X ¥ ! opening goal from a set-piece move at a corner. In
*On the attack: lan Scott beats his man and crosses during the reserves' 3-1 win over Reading on April 23 e g;gfg%]}g?;gdigzyt2u;:’l;vﬁ%gh:§;? Z%S}:iﬁgg
Richard Harvey, Gary Cobb and David Oldfield were the scorers. victory and their fourth trophy in two years with a

startling, mature display.
S0l UNTIES essur
THE FOOTBALL COMBINATION TABLE Date Opponlnllm E:E:nﬁomu l;:::::nt- Result “Not onl dnda?]dle: tge plf by h
1986/87 FOOTBALL COMBINATION 1986/87 1886 Ty nly did they handle the pressure and the
i 2 Nosthamuton 32[jan 3 Chelseat-R o4 physical side of the game well, they also played
PW D I P K P Date Opponents  Result [Date Opponents  Result Aug 27 Brentford 3-0 [jan 7 Birmingham with tremendous style and were a credit to the
Arsenal 33 22 6 8 72 3 50 1986 1987 | Aug 30 Brighton 1-2 (SJFC) 3-0 club,” said Faulkner. ‘It was an excellent
Tottenham Hotspur 31 21 7 3 716 20 49 Aug 23 Arsenal 2-3|Jan 10 Arsenal 21 Sept 2 BnswolR(SJFC) 30 [jan 13 Watford performance. A deserved win." The Town team
Chelsea 3 2 8 5 13 27 48 B e R | gl S i 1-2 Sepl 6 CrystalPalace 00 (FAYC)(3) 23 included six youth internationls, with another,
Watford 33 T8 B 8q 85 42 ?:_;)‘ i Pugh-‘r i; i‘“}b o m 30 Sept 13 Tottenham I-1 fjan 24 Colchester 43 Aaron Tighe, missing out through injury. Aaron had
QueensParkRangers 33 18 6 9 70 57 42 Seok 30, Svihamnton © 41| teh 4 Sl > Sout 0 sntnduaUl S 19/{ Fen 1 Ergunnii o5 played in all the earlier rounds
=) b 14 thampton 1-2 Sept 24 Ipswich 1-0 |Feb 14 Crystal Palace 1-0 )
Norwich City 31 17 5§ 9 72 88 29 Sept 27 Chelsea 0-0 [Feb 21 Chelsea -1 i) 77 Ontoud 50 |Feb 21 Southampton 0-0 The trophies won by the club's youth team in the
Luton Town 32 17 4 11 81 47 38 Sept 30 Charlton 1-3 |[Feb 26 Charlton Ath 1-1 | Sept ?:3 Colchester* 5-2 |Feb 2‘4 Tottenham last two years are: The South East Counties league
Swindon Town 33 IZ E 13 85 72 31 Oct 4 Watford 42 |Mar 7 Tottenham 1-1 Oct 4 Northampton | (SJFCSF) 30 title in 1985, the Feyenoord International Youth
Sﬁ:;??ﬁ:ﬁ:%?,md g? fd, ; ﬁ §g 33 §5 :f L :,;.. x;t;un- 1-2 |[Mar 14 Bnghton 2-0 | Oct 11 Southend 5-1 |Feb 28 Bowrnemouth 43 tournament in 1986, the Eastern Counties Cup in
s 2 : ; 15 1 34 ct o 3-0 [Mar 21 Norwich 4-0 Oct 18 Wimbledon 20 |Mar 7 Swindon 1-3 1986 (played in 1987), and the Southern Junior
pswich Town 33 14 4 19 46 87 32 3-1 |Mar 24 Fulham 1-0 Oct 25 Colchester 3-1 [Mar 14 Oxford 2-3 §
CharltonAthletic 27 11 7 9 41 42 29 13 [Mar 28 Watford 15 Nov | Nomhampiont 61 |Mar 21 Swindon 52 Flooeli fongs S Wit Wreg e TONIE Fis 1 e
Fillam 34 11 7 16 46 60 29 06 |[Apr 1 CrystalPalace 61 | Nov.. B Mendlag 52 |Apr 4 BristolR 52 tournament since the trophy was inaugurated in
Crystal Palace 2 7 9 16 44 61 23 12 [Apr 4 Oxlord 30 Nov Il Charton(SFC) 33 [Apr 11 Wimbledon 11 1956
Oxford United 31 8 7 18 5 70 23 5-1 |Apr 11 QPR 7-1 [ Nov 11 Charton(SJFC-R)  3-1 [Apr 18 Brentford 1-1 The reserves have meanwhile continued their
Reading 29 9 3 17 38 T6 2 \ 9-2 |Apr 18 Portsmouth 6-2 Nov 29 BnstolR 3-1|Apr 21 Chelsea(SJFCF) 2-1 remarkable goal-scoring and victorious run with
Portsmouth 31 7 6 18 36 69 20 20 West Ham 6-1 |Apr 23 Reading 31 Dec 3 Wolverhampton Apr 78 ChelseaSJFCF) 40 wins over Reading and West Ham to move within
lgd;llwall 830806 2l vas 78 his :ﬁ'i e &‘;3“”’ 21 o gﬂ:ﬁ:ﬂ( . f‘; R sight of 100 goals for the season. With 93 already
ristol Rovers 31 6 3 23 4 89 15 Rl e kR B = registered, coach Jim Ryan was hoping another
Brighton&HoveAlbion 33 6 2 25 38 83 14 May: 9 Brisol R &g ]2(3) g:':::::" ;: “a;_“;“]l":"f’:W' G couple of big wins would help the team cross the
27 Oxford magical three-figure landmark

EEPLN
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_INTRODUCING...

OXFORD UNITED

Players likely to be on duty tonight

Steve Hardwick - Coalkeeper Born in Mansfield and
started his career with Chesterfield Transferred from
Chesterfield to Newcastle United and moved to Oxford in
February, 1983. A former England Youth international

Dave Langan - An Eire international who was born in
Dublin. Started as an apprentice with Derby County and
graduated to the first team, making 143 league appearances
for them before moving to Birmingham City in July 1980.
Stayed with Birmingham until the end of season 1983-84 and
later that summer signed for Oxford.

Gary Briggs - Born in Leeds but was snapped up by
Middlesborough as an apprentice. Never had a game in
Middlesborough's league team but moved to Oxford on a
temporary transfer in January 1978 and did well Signed asa
fully-transferred player from Middlesborough in the
following Ausust He's well-built for defensive duties. He's
now not far short of 400 league appearances for Oxford
John Dreyer - A 23-year-old who has been introduced to
First Division football this season. He was born at Alnwick
and after playing for Wallingford Town, signed for Oxford as
a contract professional in January 1985. Last season he had
spells on loan to both Fulham and Torquay United and played

in the league teams of both clubs. Went upfield to head a
spectacular winning goal in Oxford's 2-1 victory at home to
Sheffield Wednesday last month

Tommy Caton - Transferred to Oxford from Arsenal as
recently as February. He was born in Liverpool and was
snapped up as a youngster by Manchester City. He
established himself at Maine Road after developing through
the apprentice ranks and had made 165 league appearances
for the Manchester club when transferred to Arsenal in
December 1983. He made 14 appearances in the Engaind
Under-21 team. He's Oxford's captain

Ray Houghton - Transferred to Oxford from Fulham in
September 1985 A Scot from Glasgow, he came south
ongnally to sign asa professional for West Ham United in July
1979 but made one appearance only in league football for the
East Londoners before making the further move to Fulham
Histotal of league appearances in Fulham's colours was 129
Les Phillips - Oxford secured his transfer from Birmingham
City in March 1984 and he made his debut for them as
substitute two days later in a home match with Plymouth
Argyle Had made his league debut for Birmingham in the No
10 shirt away to West Ham in February 1982 Born Lambeth,
South London

Back Row from left. Sean Reck, Andy Thomas, Alan Judge, Gary Briggs, Jeremy Charles, Steve Hardwick, Trevor Hebberd, John Dreyer. Mid-

dle row Ken Fish (Trainer), David Fogg (Reserve Team Manager), Kevin Brock, David Leworthy, Neil Slatter, Peter Rhoades-Brown, Bobby

McDonald, Robbie Mustoe, hﬁmhﬂmMImemhyﬂnmmM David Coates (Youth
Shotton, M. Perryman,

Development Officer). Front row Ray Houghton, Les Phillips, M.

Evans (M. ), Steve John Aldridge,

John Trewick.
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Maurice Evans has been manager of Oxford
since August 1985, when he was given the full
appointment following a short period as
caretaker-manager. He had previously been
right-hand man to Jim Smith, the former Oxford
manager who is now in charge of Queen’s Park
Rangers.

Maurice who was born in Didcot and is
therefore familiar with the Oxford area, was a
half-back in his own playing days, and spent his
league career from 1953 to 1967 with Reading.

He occupied the managerial chair at ltnding
from 1977 until 1983. Previously he
managed Shrewsbury Town from 1972 u.ntll
1974,

B. DOHERTY
SKIPHIRE
34 MOUNT PLEASANT ROAD

LUTON
Telephone: 574633 & 574799

SHOREY'S TRAVEL

LUXURY
2SN

COACH HIRE
=y

FOR FOREIGN &
UK EXECUTIVE
COACHES
FRIENDLY SERVICE - LOCAL BASED

COMPETITIVE RATES

28 Sheepfold Hill, Flitwick, Bedfordshire
Telephone: Flitwick 713289 Silsoe 60694

FOR THE COMPLETE BUILDING SERVICE AND
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

T.J.ALDRIDGE

A g

302 Selbourne Road, Luton, Beds LU4 8NU
Telephone: 505142-505413

EXTENSION SPECIALISTS

ESTIMATES FREE

RYDER INSURANCE
CONSULTANTS LTD

Contact us first for
MORTGAGES - REMORTGAGES - FIRE
-~ ACCIDENT - LIFE - PENSIONS -

MOTOR facilities avilable)
Competitive Rates

4b North Street, Leighton Buzzard, Beds.
Tel: 0525 371301

stallment

T e Cooper Printing
Equipment Company Limited

MANUFACTURERS OF FLEXOGRAPHIC
PRINTING & PLATEMAKING EQUIPMENT
Heathfeld Works Leylon Rd Harpenden Herts ALS 2JB

Tel (05827)64431(24 hows) 64432 64433 & 68608
Telex 826560 COOPER G
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BY PETER NICHOLAS
CHEER US ON, IN OUR LAST HOME MATCH THIS SEASON

Today's lucky Junior Hatters membership
number is 874. The winning member should
contact Bev Tyler in the ticket office at Oak
Road, with his, or her, membership card for
two free tickets to one of our home matches
next season.

This being our last home match of this
season, we must keep up our good home
record of only being beaten once on our
synthetic pitch. We can only do this with your
help - so let's hear you cheer us on tonight!

All you juniors who renew your
membership for next season will
automatically become a Junior Hatter. You
will get a new-look card and you will receive
a letter in the post giving you all the details.

Tonight, our visitors are Oxford United.
give them a warm welcome to Kenilworth
Road. I hope that you all have a good summer
holiday. Enjoy your self tonight and I will see
you all next season.

| ESCORTS

MASCOT

ESCORTS |

Stephen Crow David Cole

Gerald Corcoran

James Craig  Matthew Thomson

___KENILWORIH THE (41

You!

/ LASTHOME GAME OVER THE MONTHS YOUVE/" IT'S TERRIBLE SEEING
OF A GREAT SEASON |/ BECOME A REFORMED A FULLY GROWN CAT
TODAY, ROWDY” CHARACTER, A TRUE FRIEND, CRY// 508

A REAL SUPPORTER! I'M
GOING TOMISS

e

First Eleven
| N B RATD
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Look at these soccer surnames and find the eleven match-

7 first names hidden in any direction in the square — cross
them through as you do. Get a goal if the uncrossed letters
spell out a club.

Brooking Brotherston Canning
Cochrane Curbishley Hunter
Muhren Nish Sansom
Todd Whitehurst

The answers to this puzzle will appear in the next
programine.

——

HAnswers to Soccer Ninety-Niner No. 12

Across

6. Phil Coleman 7. Streets 8. Ted 10. Les 12. Gorilla (Botham)
15. Micklewhite

Down

L. shot 2. See 14 down 3. postponed 4. red 5. Dave 9. eight

11. Eric 13. Late 14&2dn. Sky Blues (Coventry)

QUALITY USED
COMMECIALS

from

MARTIN SMITH
MOTORS

% LUTON BODIED VANS
% PICK UP TRUCKS

% TRANSIT VANS

% ESCORT VANS

% ASTRA VANS

% MINI BUSES |

”!;II!IIIIINIIUIIIT

PART EXCHANGE AND FINANCE WELCOME

Used commercials bought for cash
199 LEAGRAVE ROAD, LUTON
Tel: 574455 & 505854




The team that’s

one step
ahead.

Always ahead of the game.
There’s never been a better time
to buy a brand new

WIMPEY HOME!

» 100% mortgages subject
to status.

» Financial assistance for
3 years.

 Fitted carpets and
curtains.

x Fully equipped kitchen.

For details of our developments at:
Aylesbury, Houghton Regis, Thame,
Ware, Knebworth, Milton Keynes,
Luton, Wheatley, Hertford, Welwyn
and Palmers Green please
telephone Luton 0582 503248.

£100 towards your new home.  Freoves

Cut out this coupon and take it with you to the Wimpey e
development of your choice. We will refund your £100 deposit
to you upon legal completion. (Only applies to the above

developments). Britain's NO.I

Name: o i

Add ‘!@
ress: TR iy 3
Tel:_ L PN g T WH.COME HOME "

Niews from the media

NO GOALS AND A REPORTED LACK
R OF SUPPORT

selection of the rej
Sunday Express: ]

3l V
hould be able to expect some |

Incenti i

The People: "Despite tw F;:?'{v? I?Ck.m.g‘ P

keeper Hodge, it st "

Daily Mail: 't

WHEN LUTON GETNE
: £
THEY'LL BE WATCHING ANGLIA.

A

g TUNED IN TO THE AREA.

Brook House, Park L.
4 ane, Lond .
Tel: 01408 2288, WIY4DX.  Anglia House, Norwich NR1 3/G
Jel: 0603 615151, ] Par; f!ree!. Luton LU1 2DP
el: 0582 29666 '




CHEEKY BRIAN LEWIS - THE IMPISH GOALSCORER
WHO WAS A FAVOURITE AT KENILWORTH ROAD

(s rorth Road, we are mindful
C 2 that have yet to beat them in Division One
football. Our overall record, in fact, 1s not too bright as in
our previous meetings in competitive games we have
won only three to Oxfords seven writes club statistician
Roger Wash

On a bnghter note, our first ever meeting was a

Town running out winners 3-2. Usually, friendly games
do not figure highly with football supporters thirsting for
a competitive edge to a contest, but this match was
different because prestige was involved due to the Town
entering the field as 4th Division champions whilst their
opponents were winners of Division 3

Chiltern, reporting in the Luton News, confirmed that

friendly game played at the Manor in May 1968 with the there "was as much seriousness about the affair as if

- 1TH B 1}
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ways a HOME

¢ Bruce Rioch: Regular goal score for the Hatters. Scored
Division days.
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against Oxford back in the old Fourth

ead through
ind John Moc

enture that a

the suc y
he following July

son re-match arran
> Town romped home 3-C
S the Luton squad had been further
strengther g the signings of Mike Harrison
from Plymouth, Laurie Sheffield, from Oldham, and, for a
massive fee of £20,000, Brian Lewis from Coventry

Intelligent play
Lewis in fact was the star on the night with his classy and
intelligent inside-forward play and he capped a superb
performance with a fine goal to add to those scored by
Rioch and Alan Slough
The 6,659 crowd could not now wait for the season to
start and after another fine pre-season performance in

B

e Klan Slough: Born locally, Alan was always
favourite with the fans.

f+1]

e Brian Lewis: Played for both Luton and Oxford
in the 60's and 70's

drawing 2-2 at Norwich the Town feared no-one and fully
expected to walk through the Third Division

It was all too easy at the start of the season with the
Town early leaders following big home wins over
Oldham, Rotherham, Barnsley, Tranmere and
Mansfield, interspersed with an unbeaten away run

The crowds returned in their thousands and the early
season attendances of 20,167 for the League Cup game
against Watford was the best for eight years

All of a sudden, the bubble burst for following the first
defeat of the season at Brighton, at the end of September,
no more points were picked up away from Kenilworth
Road until the 2-0 win at Northampton three months later

During this period, manager Allan Brown had been
replaced by Alec Stock and although the Town were
unbeaten at home even these performances were less
than convincing

Chasing shadows

After Christmas, an injury to Bruce Rioch created further
problems and although away performances picked up,
the Town were always chasing shadows as Swindon and
Watford pulled further ahead

As it turned out, the Town finished the season way
ahead of the fourth-placed club, but as only two teams
were promoted in those days we had to wait a further
twelve months for our place in Division 2

Apart from the Towns unbeaten home record the
highlight of the season had been the goalscoring
prowess of Brian Lewis who was not only the Towns top
marksman with 22 goals but also the Third Division
leading scorer

Lewis, who remained a firm crowd favourite possibly
for the wrong reasons due to his knack of getting
opposing players sent off for retaliation, did not find full
favour with Alec Stock and was transferred to Oxford, in
January 1970, from where he went to Colchester before
finishing his playing days at Portsmouth

The highlights of his career which encompass scoring
Coventry City's first goal in Division One and being a
member of the Colchester team that beat Leeds in the
famous cup game in 1971 must also include the autumn of
1968 wearing a Luton Town shirt!
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Vauxhall Teamcheck.

The new Belmont SRi.
Great end to end stuff.
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