Saturday, March 14th, 1987 Kick-off 3.00 p.m.

UTON TOWN

Today’s match is sponsored by: Bedford GM
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® Ashley’s winner: A brilliant free-kick routine provided Ashley Grimes with his second goal of the

season and our winner against West Ham

INSIDE TODAY

otball p.5

Team C

dited by: Robert Alexander
Pictures by: Sportswide Photography
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14 seasons of top class competition and
we're still top of the holiday league!
Try a Falcon Holiday this year and find
out why we're unbeatable.

Tel: 01-221 6298

33 Notting Hill Gate London W11 3]JQ
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Established 1950

W.H.ALLSOP & SONS
(Builders) LTD

® BUILDING SERVICES
® WINDOWS @ ROOFING

153 New Town Street, Luton LU1 5BR,
Telephone: (0582) 458000
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¢ Up and down:

Ricky Hill isoutjumped by
veteran Billy Bonds
(below) while Peter
Nicholas (above) assists
Steve Walford who went




EVERYTHING YOU
LIKE HERE.

BEDFORD

ASTRAMAX

PLENTY OF WHAT
YOU NEED HERE.

No-one can deny the huge success
of the Astra Van.

Now the new Astramax can only add
to the popularity of the range, while
adding to the discomfort of competitors
(but certainly not of drivers).

The Astra Van is well-known for the
best ‘office’ set-up and for the best
handling and performance in its class.
Same difference for Astramax.

Drivers can take comfort, too, from
the Astramax (and Astra Van) being
equipped with a proper bulkhead. Unlike
some other vans.

The slippery smooth shape is more
than a modern front for business. The Cd
factor is alow 0-34.

While at the business-end, twin rear
doors open to a 90° stop. Or a full 180%;
handy for loading bays. And for taking on
a choice of 365 or 560 kg payloads in the
huge 82 cu. ft. load-space.

For even more load-space, optional
with the Astramax, is an extended load-
deck in place of the passenger seat.

On the small side, fuel consumption
and all the running costs. Whatever your
choice from three petrol engines or a
diesel, with 4-speed, 5-speed orautomatic
gearboxes (according to engine).

Toendwith the finish, the corrosion-
protection and paint process is the most-
up-to-date in Europe.

As for the Astramax’s price, it's
attractive enough to save you the bother
of shopping around.

Welcome to Manchester United, a world-famous club with rich traditions
huge support and currently, one of the most consistent teams in the First
Division. United are unbeaten in the league this year and have lost only three
fixtures in the toughest week-in week-out club competition since Alex
Ferguson took over as manager last November. They are a much-changed
team since last October when we travelled to Old Trafford and went down
2-0 and we know we face one of our toughest matches this afternoon

Last week, our recent unbeaten run of eight First Division matches came to
an end at Anfield on a treacherous pitch and in terrible weather. Liverpool
were fired up and very keen to win. They knew they had to beat us to go top
and they got on with the job. It was not a good footballing day and we did not
play as well as we can. Furthermore, we were unfortunate to lose our captain
Steve Foster who is not only a very good player indeed but also a great
influence. A captain in all senses on and off the pitch

Vocal backing is vital
Whoever I select to replace Steve will, I know, receive the backing of our
loyal supporters. Steve has had an operation to repair the damage done by
his ruptured knee ligaments and hopes to be here today to support the team
His absence - he hopes to return before the end of the season - gives an
opportunity for an extended run to a younger player in the club. It will be a
challenge and the team will need plenty of vocal backing to hopefully return
to the winning trail.

Although Liverpool seem to have created a gap at the top this week with their
victories against us and then at Arsenal, we have not given up hope of
catching them. We shall be going all out for as many points as possible in our
final 12 games and hoping for our club's best-ever finish in the First Division
The previous best was eighth in 1958. It will not be easy. The clubsat the top
have a spending power unmatched by anyone else. Liverpool, for example,
have recently made two major signings to boost their midfield and attack and
are involved in negotiations for another top player. But we shall do our best
to gain a place at the top. Enjoy the game

CHAIRMAN PRESID]
Dawid Evans JA.C. Bain

[ DIRECTORS HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS HONOURS

| A Aleyan TW Bailey J Richardson FA CUP FINALISTS - 1958-59

| 71 TN e WAL CHAMPIONS - DIVISION 3(S) 1936-37
CHIEF EXECUTIVE R L Banks RUNNERS-UP - DIVISION 2 1954-55
John Smuth AG. Berry FCCA

CHAMPIONS - DIVISION 4 1967-68
RUNNERS-UP - DIVISION 3 1969-70
RUNNERS-UP - DIVISION 2 1973-74
CHAMPIONS - DIVISION 2 1981-82

C. Bygrave, C.]. Evans
M};III'.IOEI B Cole, E Fountain
| John Moore D W. Graves FCA
GENERAL SECRETARY C. Holloway, LE Holmes
‘ Bill Tomlins R Larkinson
Bedford Commercial Vehicles, Division of General Motors Overseas Commercial Vehicle Corporay ion., R Safrenek
P.O. Box No. 3, Luton LU2 0SY. R Unwin, E Waller
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Write to The Editor, Luton Town F. C.,
Kenilworth Road, Luton by Tuesday a.m.

o™

Veteran supporters Come on, Mark

Warm thanks

& Kelly |
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FIRST WITH NEWS - MAGIC WITH MUSIC
24HRS EVERY DAY ON 828khz AM. AND 97.6mhz FM.

ANACHEM LIMITED

MR W ASHBURNER

ADRIATIC ENTERPRISES LTD
BEDFORD COMMERCIAL VEHICLES
BERKELEY ASSOCIATE PRINTERS
BERVALE MEAD INSURANCE BROKERS LTD
W ] BILLINGTON LTD

BLAKEY ENGINEERING CO LTD

BLUE ARROW PLC

BROAD STREET PRINT

CAMARGUE KITCHENS
CAMBERWELL PLAIN PAPER COPIERS LTD
COUNTY MOTORS LTD

CRANE & STAPLES SOLICITORS
CHAMBERLAIN WINDOW FASHIONS
CAPITAL METALWORK LTD

DUPONT (UK) LTD

EVERGREEN SUPPLIES LTD
FILMERGRAPHIC PRESS LIMITED
FENNEMORES SOLICITORS

F W PEARCE BUILDERS LTD

MR A FARRELL

V G GREEN & SONS LTD

BRIAN E HANDSCOMBE Life & Pensions Brokers
E W HUDSON (HOLDINGS) LTD

ISC EXCLUSIVE CLEANING SERVICES
IVOR HOLMES LTD

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY LTD
MARK JAMES (SALVAGE) LTD

HANS JURGEN (IMPOR’I‘ERS) LTD

JSB BUSINESS FORM

EXECUTIVE MEMBERS

JOHN LAING CONSTRUCTION LTD -
JMKEENAN LTD

RICHARD C LARKINSON (CAMBRIDGE) LTD
MR P LAYCOCK

LUTON BATHROOM & TILE CENTRE
LONDON PROVINCIAL CONSTRUCTION LTD
MILCUTT ENGINEERING LTD
NEAHURST LIMITED

OPELVALE GROUP

F OGGELSBY (HARPENDEN) LTD
MR & MRS § PEARSON

PRIORY FARM FOODS

PETERS GRAVES & CO

PEACH HOMES LTD

DAVID RAND & CO LTD

REYVEN (SPORTSFIELDS) LTD
RICHARDSON & BOTTOMS LTD
ROGERS RESIDENTIAL SALES
RAVENMERE LTD

SHOREY'S TRAVEL

MR & MRS D SHERIDAN

STANBAR PRINT

SUNGLINT LIMITED

W S TYREMASTERS (Div. of West & Sellick (Tyres) Litd)
TILDAE INVESTMENTS LTD

R W UNWIN

VAUXHALL MOTORS LTD

V S ENGINEERING LTD

WALLSPAN BEDROOMS

WILTON TRUCK RENTAL
WOODWARD BUILDERS
YARNSFIELD LTD
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YOUR BEDROOM
AND
OUR FURNITIRE

| 4 L ' Sl
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Showrooms throughout the UK

Wallspan Bedrooms Industrial Estate Flitwick Beds. Tel: (0525) 716161

N

Schoolboy spec:a]

Best reports; best pictures
THURSDAYS 14p




Liverpool ended the Town's run of eight unbeaten
In the process of winning, Liverpool enjoyed
for the first time since November. Such was the

UNBEATEN RUN ENDS

Liverpool 2 Luton Town 0 ‘

First Division matches stretching back to Boxing

Day when they won 2-0 at Anfield with the help of !

a penalty and an own goal last Saturday. Jan

Molby converted the spot kick in the 17th minute

after a handball offence during a goalmouth

melee and Mal Donaghy was the unfortunate

credited with the second goal after attempting to

clear a low cross by lan Rush in the 40th minute.

revenge for their FA Cup defeat and league

defeat at Kenilworth Road earlier in the season

and also took over at the top of the First Division

determination they displayed in a snowstorm and

on a treacherous pitch, they seem likely to enjoy
a: experience more frequently between now and

y.

The Town were never able to force their way
into the match and, during an unhappy afternoon
in atrocious conditions, succeeded in supplying
five names for the referee's notebook - Mick
Harford, Steve Foster, Ashley Grimes, Les Sealey
and Robert Wilson, who had come on as substitute
for captain Foster during the second half

Foster, unfortunately, was seriously injured in
the 72nd minute when he tackled Rush who fell
akwardly on the Town centre-half. He limped off
with knee ligament injuries and will miss the rest
of the season following an operation which took
place last Monday.

Teams: - Liverpool - Grobbelaar, Spackman,
Venison, Lawrenson, Whelan, Hansen, Walsh,
Johnston, Rush, Molby, McMahon.

Luton - Sealey, Breacker, Johnson, Nicholas,
Foster (sub Wilson 72), Donaghy, Hill, B. Stein,
Newell, Harford, Grimes.

Referee - T. Mills.

¢ Anfield snowstorm:
Dreadful weather and a
very difficult pitch turned
last week’s match at
Anfield into a lottery as
the Town went down to a
2-0 defeat. The match also
ended our run of eight
league games without
defeat. Today's action
pictures show Mick
Harford (top left) moving
in to challenge Ronnie
Whelan, Mike Newell
(bottom left) in action with
Alan Hansen, Ricky Hill
(top right) firing in a shot
without reward and Tim
Breacker (left) trying to
find a way through the
Liverpool defence.
Pictures by Sportswide
Photography.
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VIEWS from
the BENCH

Bill Berry

CLUB NE

TICKET OFFICE NEWS
EXECUTIVE BOXES SOLD OUT

Pre-match Entertainment

This afternoon's pre-match entertain-
ment 1s provided by a match between
Luton Ladies and C.C. Sports of Reigate,
Please give them a warm welcome. We

Club doctor Bill Berry has had to give some thoughts to the problems posed by the threat of AIDS to
footballers, particularly following the circulation of advice from the Football Association to all
clubs. Today, in his Views from the Bench, he explains how players and the general public can take

care not to contract the killer disease.

AIDS and the threat to all footballers

The Football Association were thought to have
scored an own goal with their advice to clubs on
AIDS, but in a way the media took things slightly out
of context and concentrated on the sharing of baths
or kissing on the field. They should in fact have
concentrated on the Sexu: 1l aspects of the killer
disease and the sharine artners

However, in a way, the statement did get clubs
to think about the problems and concentrated our
minds on the problems of disposal of contaminated
dressings, hypodermic syringes, needles, scalpel
blades and so on

“Anyone who has visited the club ¢
rooms and medical room under the main sta
know that our apprentices do a very good job in
cleaning the entire area to a very high and hygenic
standard. This is vital

Cleansing methods
“We have always paid a lot of attention to using the
correct cleaning methods for wounds. We always
use solutions diluted with disinfectants, we use the
right powders and the appropriate dressings. This
way we feel sure we will not have any problems
wounds, abrasions or blisters

We will still be using the communal bath which
1s virtually a part of the game at most football clubs
But we shall also continue to advise our players - as
we have always done - to take s}

howers, as always
if they have any cuts or abrasions

GLAZING & DECORATING
SPECIALISTS

“We do of course have a duty especially with our
younger players to,impress on them the
importance of safe sexual behaviour and the
reduction of partners

Overseas tours
I have also advised them on the use of condoms
This would be especially important if we take them
on any overseas tours, where ,oummr players are

lways prone to temptations when they are free
TT[‘II] ILJU commitments
Many people sull find this be an

> have tc
and all
espread
DS and alsc

embarrassing topic, but 1t 1s one
take very seriously here at Luton
football clubs There 15 a
misunderstanding of the dangers of All
an under-estimation of the dangers

It needs to be taken seriously — though I am
inclined to feel that some of the reactions and
advice from the FA were rather amusing in their
severnty. Footballers are no more and no less lhikely
to contract AIDS than e else if they take care
in the particular areas I; e already mentioned

Let us all hope we have no need to worry about
It any more than we are at the moment. [ am sure
most of our players are mature and sensible
enough to have understood the advice which has
been given just as | hope the general public also
understand 1t

Ke.‘n 1s marrnied with four chil- 2| Wendy Greaves Marketing Executive
= . dren. He 1s president of (411622)
'f .:‘ - .’ » l . Rugby and District Referees ™  Stadium Hire: Mike Beevor
Association and chairman of 3 Stadium Sales jer (41

are also pleased to welcome the Harrow
Youth Band who will play before the
match and at half-time.

>4 WA 2 ASEN
Lottery agents

Promotions Executive
John Gornall (left) is seek
ing lottery agents. Success-
ful agents will receive a
centenary medallion of the
club and an attractive com-
mission on sales and may
win complementary match
tickets. Ring John on

Luton 416976,

BT & N1 s : = 2 = &3
FORTHCOMING MATCHES AT KENILWORTH ROAD

Football Combination Today League Division One
Saturday, March 21, 1987 Saturday, March 28, 1987

Luton Town v Norwich City Luton Town v Tottenham Hotspur
Kick-off 2 pm. Kick-off 3pm.
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Ken Baker
(Rugby)

A secunity and services
executive at the NEC in Bir-
mingham, prior to which he
served with the Metropolitan
and Warwickshire police

-‘F!F'lh “‘!.u MM

Executwe Sponsors

HOTMNE
Luton( 0582 )

179-185 Dunstable Roac

Ticket Office/Souvenirs:
] 125 Oak Road, Luton
Office Hours: Sam - 5pm (41 1622)
Advertising & Match Sponsorship:

Glazing Repairs and Glass Supplies
Patio Door and Window Installations
Double Glazing (secondary and Sealed Units)

Interiors and Exterior Decorators

For Domestic and Commercial enquiries contact

Luton 573025/597505

For 24 hour Emergency Services contact Dunstable 573025
J. Sapsworth Ltd., 92 Marsh Road, Luton, Beds LU3 2NL

the Midland Association of
Referees and Linesmen. He
refereed the FA Challenge

¢ Souvenirs: Junior Hatters

o Match Tickets & Match Enquiries:
yler, Retail Sales Supervisor

Trophy Final in 1980 and )
lm?;i#/he SA g}mrny Shg:eld Today's match ballis sporsore by |# 4 recorded  information
n and a buropean Lup Bedford GM who are, of course, also

Winner's Cup match in 1985 the club sponsors. We hope they and :ﬂ]‘;’_f‘m &f'f:nﬂ??f:f?:ﬂ;b

their guests enpy their afternoons
entertaiment and a winning result Promotions Office: |

Ken enjoys many sports and
plays tenms for the local

hn C

Sornall

; ] Development Executive (411622)
police team ﬂ
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OUR SINGING
PRESIDENT

eHighland fling: John Bain,
our club president, pro-
vided impromptu enter-
tainment for the sponsors’
guests at our last home
match.
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SYNTHETIC PITCHES AND OUR
FUTURE IN THE FA CUP
By Bill Tomlins

The future of our magic carpet as a
venue for home matches in the
greatest cup competition in I

o lowing the
s from the Football
s week
are certain to be
uttered 1n the coming months
regarding the FA Council's decision
to support the recommendations of
their FA Cup ¢
on synthetic p
the competition 1 season. [ v
we had been informed of this - either
letter or telephone - as | would
then be a comment in detail
Unfortunately, we have not

Having seen the FA, quite recently
support Fulham's fight against their
own demuse on crowds )
1t seems incredible 1o me that &
of our size which has laid a synthetic
pitch in an effort to combat any similar
serious financial difficulties should be
penalised for 1t

The FA with its widespread
responsibilities to the grass-roots of
the game, has an interest in thes
clubs who make an effort to involv
th their community and
d of home ties in the
famous cup competition

will be played in
wish

sofabou

e

seems not to be taking this into

[ unt
1 pers s little
feelings staff, fans

and match-c the clubs

not beengiven any re

An early decision on the op
bviously clouded by the financial
implications and a decision on which
route the club will take will be made
by our board of directors when we
are better informed

Donation
On a more optimistic note, however, |
am sure our fans will be pleased to
learn of a generous and sympathetic
donation to the club from the
Littlewoods Organisation The
unprompted offer ¢ ed
the Football League's decision to
remove our share e Littlewood's
sponsorship of the competition after
our enforced withdrawal
Today, we lcome Manchester
United, a club with a world-wide

reputation and a nich history. It is sure
to be a test to us on and off the pitch

We always recognised certain
fixtures would be a greater test of our

Continued on next page.

SHIRLEY IS HAPPY AS ROWDY THE RAT

o AAll smiles: Shirley Baker
enjoyed a day as Rowdy the
Rat at our West Ham match
two weeks ago. She is
pictured  donning her
bonnet before the game.

Shirley wrote in asking to
be Kenilworth the Cat, but
at 5ft 4ins she was too small!
Well done, Shirley - hope
you had a good day!

From page 14

membership scheme than others
and hope our fans are aware that
many United fans may be in the Finally, a warm welcome [
ground today as genuine guests of  today's match sponsors Bedford
our members GM and their guests. Bedford need

The afternoon may pro little introduction to Lutonians and
jpood opportunity for E club supporters. They are our club
footballs supporters to show the sponsors and the sponsors of the
rest of the world that the entre synthetic surface on which today's
match will be played

minonty who have given us such a
bad name abroad

jame in this country should not be
painted with the same brush as the

eSnowstorm: Steve Foster is challenged by Barry Venison and
Nigel Spackman at Anfield. Unlucky Steve was later injured and
will miss the rest of the season

oGrand presentation: Lucky Pot Lottery winner Chris Pazik 1s
given a cheque for £1,000 by Steve Foster. Chris and Steve are
pictured with promotions executive John Gornall and seller
Tony Disalvio

STEVE FOSTER
Support the lads!

Hello everyone. I am sorry [ shall
not be able to join in and play In
today’s match against Manchester
United after suffering a bad knee
ligaments mnjury at Anfield last
week. It was one of those Incidents
I tackled lan Rush on a bad pitch
and he fell akwardly acrossmy leg

[ went in for an operation on
Sunday and, with my leg encased
in plaster, expected to be out of
hospital and home again by this
weekend. It 1s tough luck as we are
having such a great season and 1t
looks as If 1 shall miss the run-in. I
just hope the lads can keep playing
as well as we have all the way
through. With luck and a lot of hard
work, I might return before the end
of the season

At the time of writing, I am not
certain when [ shall be able to
resume even light training, who 1s
likely to replace me in the team or
who will be taking over as captain
But you can be sure that everything
will be done to keep the club up at
the top end of the First Division. All
the lads want to do really well and
earn a high finish and [ am sure we
will

I hope all the fans get nght
behind the team and give them a
real lft for the final 12 league
matches which could see us not
only fimishing in a higher position
than previously in the club's
history, but also ending up
challenging for the ttle. Give the
lads your support today




GRAHAM'S PULLED
THE PLUG ON HIGH
BATHROOM PRICES

£233-00 inc VAT

¢ Flashback: April 1985. The Town beat United 2-1 with both goals

from“M%ck Harford, one a penalty. Our pictures show Emeka
Nwajiobi (top) and Harford (below) on the ball.

Trust Graham to offer the most stylish
bathrooms at the most attractive prices.
In fact whatever you're looking for in the
home improvement line Graham's got it.
And if it's free practical, professional advice
you need you can get it at Graham

Showrooms at:

Beale St. Dunstable Tel: 603111
Kingsway Luton Tel: 31199
Leighton Rd. Leighton Buzzard Tel: 373486

< Graham




IN PROFILE....

MARK STEIN

DID YOU
KNOW THAT
LR
7

TAIN'
POWER TOOL
SPECIALISTS?

Why not take advantage of the fact that
your local power tool specialists are also
Britain's best?

r Too ; ingdon St, Luton.
T e 1715 Telex 825115 _

Fora fu“Y comprehenSiVG stock of tools and accessories, expert 3 This season of course, has seen Mark break through and make 14 full
advice, service and repairs, no one can beat Tek Power Tools for appearances and three as substitute, scoring five goals, before the return

. . of Mick Harford forced him out again. He is still working for an extended
qua“w’ profess:onal attention and value fos monEy, e Nimble striker: Mark Stein  chance to show his pace and skills regularly

® One against two: Mark pictured in action at Old Trafford with Graeme Hogg and Paul McGrath

Striker looking for a breakthrough

Mark Stein is the younger brother of Brian Stein and like Bnian he 1s also
a striker with good close control skills and a sharp turn of pace. Mark
joined the Town as a youngster under the Government's Youth
Opportunities Programme and succeeded in gaining a place as a
professional and signing on in January 1984

Mark's first team debut came in April 1984 when he was called upto play
against Everton in a First Division match at Kenilworth Road. In an injury
weakened side against one of the emerging powers, Mark finished on the
losing side by three goals. The following season, he was unable to force his
way into the first team, save for a solitary appearance as substitute

But Mark's luck changed in 1985-86 when he made a real impact during
the Town's run to the quarter-finals of the FA Cup. Mark had been on loan
to Aldershot earlier in the campaign and came back full of energy and
determination. His two Cup goals against Arsenal and Everton helped him
make his mark and he also made three league appearances and three as
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e ADIDAS shirts from ...

shorts from ..

o Sportstops from .........

e Skihats (clubcolours) .......
Peak caps (club colours)
Straw boaters ...

e Woollenscarves from

e Clubholdalls from ...

e Gloves(woollen)

e Sweatbands ...

MANY ADDITIONAL ITEMS AVAILABLE FROM OUR SOUVENIR SHOP.

125 OAK ROAD, LUTON, BE

.-

D iy,
‘ - -
D U Ly

=)

[ CIVH{1 T LI —————
Coffee mugs (club cresf)
Teddy bear
Luton Town F.C. coats
Baby'sBib ...........
Babygrowers ...

e Sweat shirts from .

e Towels from

e ADIDAS football socks from ..

DFORDSHIRE. TEL: (0582) 412418.

DRESSING ROOM

with Rob Johnson

After successful operations on knee
ligament injuries on both legs, Rob Johnson
has become one of the most consistent
players in the Town's first team squad and a
regular member of the team, switching
periodically from right-back to left-back.
The alternating of positions has made this a
demanding season for Rob and today he
reflects on the challenge of playing in both
full-back positions and also chats about
some of the latest news in the Town dressing
room:

‘I find 1t easier to play on the right because 1t
1s my natural side. I find 1t 1s easier to get
forward and join in with the attacks. I like to do
that if I can but for some reason it is not so easy
on the left. I think part of the reason is the
understanding you build up with players. I am
used to playing behind Ricky Hill, for example,
and we know each other's game pretty well

“When I switched to the left earlier in the
season, Ricky also moved over so it was made
easier. But I have also played on the left with
Ashley and Darron, but not with David Preece
[ think [ have got used to playing with Ashley in
front and we are beginning to build up an
understanding, but it takes time

“And on the right, with Ricky switching over
too and being out injured, I have played with
Robert Wilson and, once, with Tim in front of
me. Changes always take time to get used to
and all the players are slightly different from
one another

*Still, there is no doubt we are having a great
season, even taking our defeat by Liverpool
into account. The pitch up there was the worst
I have played on at the top level. It was really
bad and seemed to be in two parts. One was
covered insnow and that made the ball hold up
while the other was not and the ball came off
quickly.

Unlucky Steve

‘It was a blow for us to lose Steve Foster.
Liverpool were really fired up for the game and
I thought we had done quite well and had quite
a lot of possession, but without really testing
their goalkeeper. Once they had their noses in
front, they were a very difficult team to hold. It
was very unlucky for Steve when he was
injured. He is in plaster from his ankle to
midway up his thigh and it looks like a long job.
Itisa very similar injury to the one Andy Dibble
had early in the season.

“Whoever takes Steve's place today is sure to

e Versatile full-back: Rob Johnson has
played on the right and the left this season.

be confident of doing a good job. We are lucky
to have good cover for him in reserve with
Stacey North and Darron McDonough, whose
favourite position is centre-half I think. For
Fossie though it is tough. It is his first bad injury
and he was having a really great season. He has
never had any serious injury trouble before
and [ just hope he comes through alright

“There has been a lot of leg-pulling in the
dressing room recently about the players who
have not scored any goals for the club. It
started a few weeks ago when we satdown and
talked about it and Peter Nicholas came off the
worst. He had not scored for us for two years
and Tim and Ashley had not scored either.

“Strangely, Tim and Ashley broke their
ducks in the same game and since then Nicko
has got his goal and Ashley has scored again.
Now it is just me and Les Sealey left to get off
the mark! You can imagine we have all enjoyed
the jokes, particularly when we were away in
Marbella a few weeks ago.

“That sort of break 1s great for team spirit
because we are all together all the time. We all
had a good time. There was a pool
competitition and Darron showed us his John
Travolta act on the dance floor. It was my
birthday on the day we travelled out - but I am
not telling you how old I am"™
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NO
PRIZES FOR
GUESSING
WHICH
NEWSPAPER

BRINGS YOU
THE BEST
COVERAGE

OF THE
TODAY LEAGUE.

Bobby Charlton  shows you the weekend's action In full

On Fridays, it's the
~olour. And everyday, along with colour

column

On Saturdays, there are match pre pictures, | get the latest on your
1 Jaicul ay L - i atl K .
views and Sports Extra’s in-depth analysis team fr yur team: Bob Harris, Alan

ympson and Roy Collins

When it comes to soccer

On Sundays, we bring you reports The

on all the first and second
verage, we're in a league

f our own. Get the paper
AGUE that's totally different. Today

division matches, plus a tul

round-up of the 3rd and 4th
)NC

On Mondays. Action Replay
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Season tickets

Football Combination Juniors’ Skill Spot

Mini-Bus Presentation

South East Counties League

Lea Manor Win
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John Smith, Executive Director
The English ‘disease’ - suppressed not eradicated

Today’s opponents, Manchester United, were
proud pioneers of English success in European
football. In 1968, they became our first club to win
the European Cup, showing others how to adapt to
the particular demands of the Continental game

In the process, Manchester United raised
playing standards everywhere and their players
became legends: the Busby Babes whose young
promise was lost at Munich, and later Charlton, Law
and Best.

In different circumstances, our League success
so far this season would have brought us to the
brink of our first-ever European campaign. But of
course, as everyone knows, disgraceful
hooliganism has led to English clubs being banned
from European competition. So perhaps more than
most, we can understand the disappointment and
frustration of clubs, players and supporters who
might be missing their one and only chance of
European glory.

Earlier this week, the European football
authorities decided it was still too early for the ban
to be lfted Our FA and Football League
representatives presented an impressive case for
re-instatements. It is true to say that better match
security including close-circuit television and

refined crowd management techniques have
improved behaviour at matches in England this
season. Arrests inside grounds are considerably
reduced. In addition, clubs are in the process of
preparing 50 per cent membership schemes for
next season

Furthermore, events in other countries this
season have highlighted the fact that hooliganism is
not an English disease exclusively.

And yet the ban remains. Evidently, Europe
believes hooliganism has been suppressed rather
than eradicated and that more than two seasonsare
required to change minority behaviour patterns
permanently. Equally important, English
supporters abroad would remain an easily
identified target for Europe's home-grown
troublemakers whose presence could provoke
confrontation - even if their behaviour was
impeccable. Perhaps we should regard the ban as
a cooling-off period rather than a punishment.

As an English club with a genuine chance of
qualifying for European competition, we must
regret that decision by UEFA. But as a club which
has taken the first, successful step to eradicate
hooliganism by controlling who enters our ground,
we acknowledge there is a case for caution

"
//"'-'\"?

[

.~ ,S.G.L. CATERERS LIMITED

SGL Caterers are pleased to supply catering services to
Luton Town Football Clubs new executive suite complex,
together with all sponsorship and membership areas and

will be delighted to receive enquiries for your function,

large or small, held either at your own venue or at the
stadium, where we offer hire facilities for all rooms.

Please phone Mr Alan Helm General Catering Manager on 0582 411526
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The Bedford Team Astra van
range gives the driver in you what you
want, while the businessman in you
[ ] gets what is needed.
o 1 The clear appeal
Ty e o, “_ of this shows with
[ W A J | the runaway sales

— = .
success of the Astra
van range.

This popularity
is shared by other Bedford vans. The
combined registrations of Astra.
Midi, Rascal and CF2 have gained
Bedford the biggest sales increase in
1986 of any manufacturer.*

Team Astra vans are the most
modern, aerodynamically-styled on
the street. Their good looks alone
speak volumes about your business.

But apart from being street-
smart they're street-credible.

The 'Good Van Guide’ wrote in a
comparative van test report, "By lar
the best (engine) though just has to
be Astramax. Its engine is silkv.
pushing lorwards smoothly and
effortlessly’

‘Commercial Motor’. in their van
comparison test, also noted how a

*Source SMMT reistration data. Light commercial
vehicles U 10 35 onnes. Jan 10 Sept 1956 ¢ 1985

Tl —

:

ASTRA LEADS
FROM BAGKS TD

N

laden Astra diesel beat similarly laden
Ford Escort and Peugeot 305GL
diesel vans, by returning 48-19 mpg.
e~ . Pl In a similar test
@ 111 |a laden. petrol-
engined Astramax
gave 36:25 mpg over-
| all: the best of the
| bunch. One reason
o | for such good fuel
L lefficiency is the cross-
flow cylinder head design.

Loadspace AstraVan Astramax
Height (max) 344" 42"
Width (max) 53" 63"
Length (max) 70" 68"

*Good Van Guide' also had good
words about driving the Astramax
“...veryquiet, very refined, very
civilised. You can almost forget you're
drivingavan’ They added. "Astramax
must become new light vans leader

with its blend of style. driveability

. and useful room”;
Now to get down tocarrving

capacity, at the business end you
have a choice of load volumes:

66-3 cu [t in the Astra, or 82 cu ftin
the Astramax.

Uniformly distributed payloads
are 415 kg for the Astra Van with
365 kg or 560 kg, depending on
the model, for the
Astramax.

Note, too, that
unlike some vans a
solid bulkhead is
fitted as standard, || gmm
so0isarear wash .
wipeonAstral.
models. This is now also available for
Astramaxvans.

Another clever touch, unique to
Astramax, is the load extension deck
in place of the passenger seat.

To sum up. Bedford’s Team Astra
vans lead because they're built to eat
up roads as well as loads.

Bedford Commercial Vehicles. Division of General Motors Overseas Commercial Vehicle Corporation. PO. Box 3. Luton. LU2 0SY.
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e International I.ine-up England schoolboys on parade before

laga

inst Northern

Ireland at Kenilworth Road. It was the first international match in Europe to be played on a synthetic pitch

England won 3-1

THE FOOTBALL COMBINATION TABLE

1986/87

P WDUL F A
Chelsea 27 19 4 4 68 22
Arsenal 21 18 5§ 4 62 28
Tottenham Hotspur 38 186 6 3 60 22
QueensParkRangers 26 15 5 6 55 4]
Norwich City 29..14.. 4., 7.. B8 42
Ipswich Town 21 14 3 10 39 42
Watford 26 11 8 7 49 35
West Ham United 24 12 4 ‘B 48 38
Southampton 24 11 4 9 46 40
Luton Town 24 11 3 10 57 39
Swindon Town 25 11 2 12 59 88
Oxford United 26 8 7 11 46 55
Charlton Athletic 22 '8 1 B 8. 733~ 37
Crystal Palace 26 T 8 11 38 4
Fulham 25 8 5 12 32 4
Reading 23,.8. 2..13 32 ‘6l
Millwall 28 5 4 19 35 68
Portsmouth 23 8 3 18 28 83
Bristol Rovers 26 4 2 20 36 718
Bnghton&Hove Albion 26 4 1 20 28 65

Date
1986
Aug
Aug
Sept
Sept
Sept
Sept
Sept
Oct
Oct
Oct
Oct
Oct
Oct
Nov
Nov
Dec
Dec

FOOTBALL COMBINATION 1986/87

Opponents

23 Arsenal

26 Ipswich Town
5 Brighton

10 Reading

20 Southampton
27 Chelsea

30 Charlton

4 Watford

10 Norwich City
|5 Bristol R

21 Swindon

25 Tottenham
28 QPR

B Crystal Palace
22 Portsmouth
5 Millwall

20 West Ham

Result

2-3
1-2
31
1-2
4-1
0-0
1-3
4-2
1-2
3-0
3-1
1-3
0-6
1-2
5-1
9-2
6-1

Date
1987
Jan
Jan
Jan
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Apr
Apr
Apr

Apr 25

May

Opponents

10 Arsenal

17 Ipswich

20 Fulham

7 Swindon

14 Southampton
21 Chelsea

26 Charlton Ath
! Tottenham
14 Bnighton

21 Norwich
24 Fulham

28 Watfo

28

]

® On the attack: England's schoolboys in action
igainst Northern Ireland here two weeks ago

SOUTH EAST COUNTIES 1986/87

RESERVES CONTINUE RUN OF DRAWS

The Town reserves team maintained their
run of scoring draws when they drew 1-1
with Tottenham last week. A week earlier
they had drawn 1-1 at Charlton and
previously they drew 1-1 at home to
Chelsea.

Reserves coach Jim Ryan was
disappointed not to have secured a victory
from any of the games, but was hoping for
a change of luck when the Town played at

Date Opponents Result | Date Opponents Result Bristol Rovers o) We{jnes’jay %

1986 1987 unfortunately, however, the fixture was

Aug 23 Northampton 3-2|Jan 3 Chelseat-R 0-4 postponed because of snow.

Aug 27 Brentford 3-0 | Jan 7 Birmingham

Aug 30 Brighton 1-2 (SJFC) 3-0

Sept 2 BrstolR(SJFC) 30| jan 13 Watford Lost our way

Sept 6 Crystal Palace 0-0 (FAYC)3) 2-3

Seht 181 Toehien ] el 43 At Charlton, Jim Ryan said: “We started very

Sept 20 Cambridge Ut 1-0 | Feb 7 Bnghton 31 well and looked like we might hammer them,

Sept 24 Ipswich® 1-0 | Feb 14 Crystal Palace 1-0 t

. 27 e ] P o miiesia = but we lost our way and overa!.i I was

Sept 29 Colchester* 52 | Feb 24 Tottenham disappointed with our general play.

Oct 4 Northampton 1-2 30 ’

Oct 1 s“mlj 81| Feb 28 mﬂm 43 The Town's goal was supplied by Kingsley

;it ;g \cv;]m:]edm iq Mar 7 Swindon 1-3 Black while in the Spurs' match last week
ot 2 chester 1 | Mar 14 Oxford

Now. 1 Noithampiant 61 [ Mz 21 Swindon Gary Cobb was the scorer.

Nov 8 Reading 5-2 | Mar 28 Southend !

Nt 11 Gl P i The youth team's good run came to an end

Nov 11 Charton(SFC-R) 31 | Apr 1| Wimbledon last week at Swindon where Kurt Nogan

ﬁ( 2‘; a;.smm 3-1 [ Apr I8 Brentford scored our only goal in a 3-1 defeat. This
; {mrcum z"}" = 51| % Longue cap followed a run of six matches without defeat.

Dec 6 Southampton 1-2 | * Eastern Junior Floodlit Cup

Dec |3 Tottenham 1-5

Dec 20 Chelseat 2-2

Dec 27 Oxford PP

EE===——EPLAY
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[_INTRODUCING...

MANCHESTER UNITED

Manchester United arnve at Kenilworth Road this afternoon
fresh from a convincing victory last Saturday in the
Manchester derby, a result which lified them to 11th in the
Furst Division table with 41 points. At one stage earlier this
season, 1t seemed they would be struggling to achieve that
total to avoid relegation by the end, but the amival of Alex
Ferguson as manager in succession to Ron Atkinson had an
uplifting effect throughout the club.

Today, United will be looking for their 11th victory in the
league this season and a continuation of the form which swept
City aside last week. In particular, they will be hoping
England captain Bryan Robson can maintain his high quality
showing of that match when he scored United's second goal
four minutes from time:

Ferguson said last week that Robson's performance was
his best since he had come to the club, including the England
victory in Madnd. Both he and Northern Ireland international
mudfielder Norman Whiteside were picked as United's
decisive players

Players likely to be on duty today
Gary Bailey - Born in Ipswich, Gary spent much of his early
life in South Africa He is the son of former Ipswich
goalkeeper Ron Bailey and a full England international Has
recovered from injury to reclaim his place.
John Sivebaek - Born Vejle, Denmark, John is a Danish
international defender with strong attacking instincts. A
member of the Danish World Cup squad, he joined United
from his home town team Vejle in February 1986
Colin Gibson - Born Bridport, Colin was a schoolboy with
Portsmouth before becoming an apprentice at Aston Villa
He joined Villa's full pro ranks in 1978 and moved on to United
in November 1985. A versatile and powerful defender
Mike Duxbury - Accrington-born Mike has come up
through the ranks at Old Trafford to claima regular spot in the
team under new manager Alex Ferguson after a long period
of struggles since losing his place in the England squad. A
combative midfield player.

|

Back Row from left Billy Garton, Gary Bailey, Norman Whiteside, Paul McGrath, Graeme Hogg, Mark Higgins, Chris Turner, Frank Stapleton.
Alex F

Middle row Brian Whitehouse (Coach), Archie Knox (Assistant Manager), John Sivebaek, Bryan Robson (Cap

(Manager), Peter Barnes, Nicky Wood, Jim McGregor (Physiotherapist), Norman Davies (Kit Manager). Front row Terry Gibson, Jesper
Mmmmmw.mmmmmmhm.mmmmmm
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Alex Ferguson took over at Old Trafford in
November 1986 following in the footsteps of Ron
Atkinson. Born Glasgow, on New Year's
Eve, 1941, he was the manager of Scotland’'s World
Cup squad last year in succession to the late Jock
Stein. He made his name as the trophy-winning
boss of Aberdeen in the period during which they
broke the Rangers-Celtic grip of Scottish soccer.
As a junior player he won Scottish schools, youth
and amateur cups. He played for Queen's Park, 5t
Johnstone, Dunfermline and Glasgow Rangers
before going to Falkirk to complete his playing
career and start in management. He left for Ayr in
1973, East Sterling 12 months later and then took
over at St Mirren before joining Aberdeen in 1978.
They won three league titles under him, four cups
and the European Cup Winners' Cup.

B. DOHERT
SKIPHIRE

34 MOUNT PLEASANT ROAD
LUTON
Telephone: 574633 & 574799

SHOREY'S FUELS

ANTHRACITE o3 —o  Your
PHURNACITE o natural
COALITE warmth
REXCO :’rcn'nI your
HOMEFIRE © loca

solid fuel
COAL merchant

§
28 Sheepfold Hill, Flitwick, Bedfordshire
Telephone: Flitwick 713289 Silsoe 60694

FOR THE COMPLETE BUILDING SERVICE AND
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

T.J.ALDRIDGE

A zuw @

302 Selbourne Road, Luton, Beds LU4 8NU
Telephone: 505142-505413

EXTENSION SPECIALISTS

ESTIMATES FREE

RYDER INSURANCE
CONSULTANTS LTD

Contact us first for
MORTGAGES - REMORTGAGES - FIRE
CCIDENT - LIFE - PENSIONS -

4b North Street, Leighton Buzzard, Beds.
Tel: 0525 371301

The Cooper Printing
Equipment Company Limited

MANUFACTURERS OF FLEXOGRAPHIC
PRINTING & PLATEMAKING EQUIPMENT
Heathfeld Works Leyton Rd Harpenden Herts ALS 2.8

Tel (05827)64431(24 howrs) 64432 64433 & 68608
Telex 826560 COOPER G
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BY PETER NICHOLAS
JOIN OUR EASTER EGGS COMPETITION

Today's lucky Junior Hatters membership
number is 22. The winning member should
contact Bev Tyler in the ticket office at Oak
Road, with his, or her, membership card for
two free tickets to one of our home matches.

As Easter is only a few weeks away, [ am
going to give away 12 easter eggs to the first
12 Junior Hatters who can make as many
words as they can out of the name
Manchester United by using only four letters
in each word.

I will start you off with one of the words. Itis
‘tire'. Send your completed entry with your
Junior Hatters membership number, name
and address to 125 Oak Road to arrive by
Saturday March 28th.

Today we give a warm welcome to
Manchester United as our visitors to
Kenilworth Road. Give them a big hand. Have
a good day and [ will see you at our next home
game when we play Tottenham Hotspur.

| ESCORTS

- -

o
'
-

MASCOT

ESCORTS |

Michael Bailey Marie Fox

Dale Williams

Pankas Patel Adrian Witherspoon

____KENILWORIH I

11

GREAT OPPONENTS
HERE TODAY,ROWDY
WITH M.U. /

PARDON?

MEW, MEW/ "\
WHY DO CATS MAKE
SILLY SOUNPS YOU

~ Soccer Ninety-Niner No. 10

1. — Kempes, Argentina's No. | striker intheir home
World Cupsenes... (5)
5. ..and—Fillol, the No.] behind hum (6)
1. Violentmeeting-of heads, for instan
9. Forward who came from the apprentic
Villa in 1982 and soon made hisna
11. Rectangle of grass—or someth
13. — Francis late distinguished contributor to soccer
publications and reference books (6)
14. SeeZdown

1. Sometimes England captain watt
seasons behind him, |
2,4& One of those
14ac.pnncy,
3.

ng anobvious

400 games for QPR
nand Wimbledon (7)

programme

Answers to First Eleven Competition No. 9

T.J. HOARE LTD

PLANT HIRE
GROUND WORK

CIVIL ENGINEERING
CONSTRUCTION

Contact Tommy Hoare
16 Enderby Road, Luton.
Tel: Luton 579812




The team that’s
one step
ahead.

Always ahead of the game.
There’s never been a better time
to buy a brand new

WIMPEY HOME!

» 100% mortgages subject
to status.

« Financial assistance for
3 years.

» Fitted carpets and
curtains.

x Fully equipped kitchen.

For details of our developments at:
Aylesbury, Houghton Regis, Thame,
Ware, Knebworth, Milton Keynes,
Luton, Wheatley, Hertford, Welwyn
and Palmers Green please
telephone Luton 0582 503248.

L‘-ib

£100 towards your new home.  Foroficeuse:

Cut out this coupon and take it with you to the Wimpey P
development of your choice. We will refund your £100 deposit
to you upon legal completion. (Only applies to the above

developments). Britain's NO.

Name:_

Address:
b I
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\liews from the media

. 10
Unbeaten run ends in a snowstorm EES%%DSHIRE

Banshee yelp of the Kop

e
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WHEN LUTON GETNE
£
THEY'LL BE WATCHING ANGLIA.

5\

g TUNED IN TO THE AREA.

Brook House, Park
. Lane, Lond
Tel: 01408 2288.0n W1y 4Dx Anglia House, Norwich NR13JG
Tl:0603615151. 0 o'Street Luton LU12Dp
fel: 0582 29666. ‘




PACKAGE DEAL SIGNINGS TURN INTO KENILWORTH ROAD STARS!

We welcome Manchester United for our 27th league
meeting. With the *Reds” having won 18 of the
previous encounters, we have some catching up to
do, writes club statistician Roger Wash

ol or

® John Aston: A flying winger whose skills
mesmerised Benfica in 1968 when Manchester
United won the European Cup, John gave the Town
sterling service later in his career.

36

But, if our success on the pitch has not been all it
should, our behind the scenes transfer dealings have
proved very useful with several bargains being
obtained over the past few years

In 1970, with promotion back to Division Two
sealed after a fighting 0-0 draw at Mansfield, Luton
manager Alec Stock snapped up four Manchester
United players in a package deal worth £35,000

Added strength

Jim Ryan, Don Givens, Ken Goodeve and Peter
Woods were signed to give added strength in all
positions as we attempted to cross unchartered
ternitory in Division Two. Although Goodeve and
Woods did not become first team regulars, being
eventually sold to Brighton and Southend
respectively, the first two soon became crowd
favourites

The interest generated by these signings was
immense and season-ticket sales reached a new
‘high". Not since February 1936, when the Town
raided Plymouth and came back with three players--
Harry Gooney, Bill Godfrey and Len Rich - in an
attempt to revive their flagging promotion hopes, had
a deal of this nature been attempted and in these
days of smaller squadsit is not likely to happen again.

Excellent service
Jim Ryan was probably the best known of the quartet
having appeared 24 times in United's first team and
he went on to give excellent service in six seasons at
Kenilworth Road in his role as a provider. He
weighed in with 21 league goals during his spell at
the club.

Don Givens was unusual in that he had received an
Eire cap before appearing in Manchester United's
first team. On arriving at Luton, he instantly set up a
good partnership with Malcolm MacDonald and
between the two of them they took the Second
Division by storm in 1970-71. Although shoved in the
background a little by the cavalier exploits of
MacDonald, his work as the perfect foil did not go
unnoticed by the Town fans.

After MacDonalds departure, the brunt of scoring

f this money, Harry Haslam, who had

¢ as the Town 1 jer, returned to
T to sign another of the folk-heroes of
mes - John Aston
ubtful whether As
in Ashton-under-1 > all thr
1 omed us were it not fo
United connections ticularly his long
friendship with John Aston senior, who was
coaching staff at Old Trafford

1, who continued to live

‘own, would have

Huge favourite

Aston was regarded as quite a transfer coup at the
time, being well remembered for the tremendous
game he played at Wembley when United won the
European Cup in 1968, and he quickly became a
huge favourite with his intelligent play, deceptive
pace and accurate shot

In all Aston played 174 times for the Town scoring
31 goals before leaving for Mansfield in 1977-78. He
did turn out wearing the Town colours again, albeit
for the opposition, later in that season

Confused? Mansfield armved at Luton with only
one strip and as it clashed our away kit was loaned to
the “Stags”. Fittingly the game finished 1-1!

In researching this column, and looking at a
photograph of a smiling Jim Ryan, now of course on

Bob Wilson a helping hand.

e 7 ERPERS el " sl T

e Jim Ryan: Now a club coach, Jim was a Kenilworth Road favourite in the 1970's. He is pictured giving

® Don Givens: An Eire international striker
formerly with Manchester United, Don formed a
deadly goal-scoring spearhead with Malcolm
MacDonald

the Towns coaching staff, signing on the dotted line
for Alec Stock, it struck me he looks younger now
than in 1970. What is the secret?
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FIRST TEAM Luton Town Fra At Pes 1 11X . 22

. ) & ] y 1-1 9801 - Sealey S Nicholas Foster Donaghy B.Stein' Newell LV\'lL‘un) Nwajob1 | 4North
k 2-1 8717 Sealey Nicholas Foster Donaghy B.Stein' Newell Wilson' Nwajobi North

0-0 | 9254 Sealey Nicholas Foster Donaghy B Stein Newell Wilson _ | Nwajiobi North
1986-87 SEASON e A Sealay & Nicholas | Foster [ Donaghy B.Stein' | Newell | Wison | Nwajiobi |#North

31 | 13040 Sealey r Nicholas Foster Donaghy B.Stein' Newell’ Wilson Nwajiobi | Preece

0-0 | 9876 Sealey | Nicholas Foster Donaghy B Stein Newell Wilson (Nwapobi) | M Stein
19133 Sealey | z Nicholas Foster Donaghy B.Stein (Newell) Wilson Preece | #M Stein
9731 Sealey ; i Nicholas Foster Donaghy B.Stein' Newell M Stein Nwajiobi
22738 Sealey |} o i Foster MSten | Newell North Wilson
10022 Sealey 1 ! Foster I M Stein Newell | (M North) #McDonoug

18- Clarke (Everton)

Pr obaply Abacus Press
the world’s most
advanced and researched Interplan House, North Bridge Road,

Berkhamsted, Herts HP4 1ET.

SPOITSWEG!‘ Tel: (04427) 74391 Fax: 74873

Voucher No. 19
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Vauxhall Teamcheck.

The new Belmont SRI.
Great end to end stuff.
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