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® ACTION FROM THE UNITED GAME
® FOCUS ON KEVAN BROADHURST

® SUPPORTERS CLUB NEWS
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Welcome to our first-ever Sunday
game here at 5t. Andrew’s, and let
us hope we can collect three vital
points in our effort to getclear of
relegation.

It’s going to be a fight to the end
but the tads are eager to perform
and they’ll battle all the way.

1 thought we ran ourselves into
the ground against
Manchester United in our
last home game. We knew it
was going to be tough and it
was.

At Forestilast Monday
we were slaughtered!
Nothingless!

i couldn’tsee Forest
scoring until they got
that penalty but then, at
the same time, | could
not see us scoring either!
We were well beaten on
the day.

So. with six matches
remaining, including
today’s (versus Luton
Town}, we must piclcup
points from them all.
We'll be trying, there’'s no
doubting this. And your
supportis vital.

JOHN BOND




Broadhurst

On Monday 5th May, here | | §
at St. Andrews, Kevan | |
Broadhurst, a loyal servant |
to Blues, will have his |

Testimonial Match when |

‘ Season

hopefully thousandsof fans | | B
will turn out and wish him |

well.

Kevan has been plagued

by injury over the pasttwo | |-

years, but now at the age of

twenty.six—hefl be twenty- | g+ ime when he wenton |

seven in June—he has | ' games (no goals) for Walsall

called it a day.

' loan to Walsall (November,

' 1979, three League games), |

A native of Dewsbury, he |

joined the St. Andrews

| always has, and he always |

apprentice staffin 1975and |
turned professional in |
March 1977. This summer |

he will complete eleven

years with the club, and he's |

played in some 160 plus |
matches, scoring ten goals. -

A Blues player through- |

and-through, except for a

L

Kevan loves his foothall—he

will.

players recover more

altogether.

| 1983.84

KEVAN'S LEAGUE
APPEARANCE RECORD
AND GOALS SCORED
(1976-77 onwards)

Apps Gls
2
10+1

13+3

1982-83

1
1
1
1
4
1
1

22+1
Totals: 148+6 apps, 10

goals (Blues) plus 3 for
" | Walsall=151+6 (10 goals).

He played three League

in season 1979-80.

NOTE...
Kevan made a scoring

': League debut for Blues—

e | against Norwich City at St.
Injuries usually crop up |

' from time to time. Some |

Andrews on 12th February
1977 (21,809 fans saw

; | Blues win 3-2).
quicker than others. Sadly |

Kevan was one of those |
‘others—an unlucky one, |
who has had to quit football |
| mingham City.

In all, Kevan has to date
appeared in a grand total of
174 senior games for Bir-




@ SUPPORTERS
CLUB A.G.M.

The Supporters Club Annual
General Meeting will be held at
the St Andrews Club on
Wednesday 7th May (8-15pm).
Entrance to the meeting is by
Membership Card only.

Any nominations for Com-
mittee or notice of motions must
be in the Secretary’s hands by
Sunday 20th April.

We would alsolike to advise our
Members that 1986 bars are now
available.

@ ‘HANDY’ IS BACK

lan Handysides has ‘re-joined’
Blues from Walsall and goal-
keeper Mark Prudhoe has agreed
to stay at Fellows Park on a
permanent basis —the deal going
through on the transfer deadline
of 27th March.

® LOOKING BACK

Five years to 4th April
1981...Almost 12,500 fans saw
Blues beat Middlesbrough 2-1 at
St. Andrews thanks to goals by
Tony Evans and Kevan
Broadhurst. Luton lost 3-1 away
to Sheffield Wednesday in the
Second Division when the gate
topped 17,000.

Ten years to 7th April
1976...Disaster for Blues who
lost 4-0 at St. James's Park
against Newcastle United, the
attendance there was 18,547 and
two of the goals came from
Malcolm Macdonald. Luton
played at Blackburn on 3rd April
and went down 3-0 in front of
almost 8,000 spectators.

Fifteen years to 3rd April
1971...Luton and Blues met at
Kenilworth Road in a Second
Division match. Theresult wasa
win for the ‘Hatters’ 3-2, Viv
Busby (2) and Alan Slough
scoring their goals, while Bob
Latchford and Phil Summerill
replied for Blues. The crowd was
givenat 25,172,

Twenty years to 2nd April
1966...Blues won away atCardiff
City 2-1 and Luton, playinginthe
Fourth Division, beat Darlington

2-0 at home on 9th April. The
respective gates were 10,000
and 7,000.

Twenty-five years to 3rd April
1961...Cardiff City again
provided the opposition for Blues,
this time at St. Andrews, and
againthe ‘Brummies’ came outon
top, winning a First Division
match 2-1 infrontof 25,000 fans.
Luton, adivision lower, lost3-1 at
Swansea where the crowd
numbered 8,500.

® SUPPORTERS UNITED

We have set up Supporters
Unitedto enable true football fans
to come together, in an atmos-
phere of comradeship. We already
have the backing of the Football
League and Football Association,
Birmingham City and Luton Town
football clubs, plus otherLeague
clubs around the country. Butwe
want YOU to join our growing
membership and help us to
achieve our aims.

Rival supporters fromBirming-
ham City and Luton Town will be
shaking hands on the pitch before
the kick-off as an illustration of
how Supporters United would like
to see true soccer fans behaving
at all grounds. Birmingham City
F.C. have kindly given over the
Paddock to Supporters United
today that supporters of both
clubs can watch the match
together.

Supporters United are currently
establishing local Committees in

BLULe
NEWS

all areas of the country, one of
which already existsin Luton. The
National Committee will be
meeting in Birmingham on
Sunday 20th April, from 11-00am
at the Marquis of Lorne pub,
Cattell Road —next to the Blues'’
ground—when a Midlands
Committee will be started. We
would be glad if you wouldjoinus.
For further information on
Supporters United please write
to...
DAVID GREGORY
Supporters United
54 Oldacre Road
Oldbury, Warley
West Midlands

® PROGRAMME WANTED
Dear Programme Editor,

Please could you be kind
enough to include the following
requestinyour nexthome match-
day programme...

Programme wanted: Birming-
ham City vEverton. Played at St.
Andrew’s on Saturday 18th
January 1986.

| will pay cover price fora good
copy.

ANDREW COPE
36 Adshead Road, Tuebrook
Liverpool L13 SAJ
Merseyside

® PLATNEAUR

COMES HOME

Nicky Platneaur has returned
‘home’ to St. Andrews after
spending a few weeks onloanto
Third Division leaders Reading.

® PROGRAMMES FOR SALE

Send a large stamped, self-
addressed envelope to: Tony
Matthews, 14 Raleigh Street,
West Bromwich, West Midlands
B71 2DP, for his bumper up-to-
date list of assorted football
programmes including Cup Finals
(1954-86), Internationals (1953-
86), Scottish and all the general
League club’s homes.

Prices are the cheapest in the
country...Don’t miss out.

® HE PLAYED
FOR BOTH CLUBS

Centre-half SID OWEN —who
had fifteen years in top-class
football, from 1945 to 1959
inclusive—was a good, sound
centre-half. Thoughtful, com-
manding in the air, polished to a
certaindegree, he joined Bluesin
October 1945 and switched to
Luton TowninJune 1947, staying
at Kenilworth Road until April
1960 —having spent his last
season there as manager
following his retirement after the
1959 FA. Cup Final against
Nottingham Forest.

He became Chief Scout at
Leeds United for a while im-
mediately after leaving Luton.

ForBlues Sid playedinatotal of
ten first-team games—five in
1945-46 and fivein 1946-47. For
Luton he had well over 400 out-
ings including 388 in the Foot-
ball League (three goals scored).
He won three England caps
(1954) and also represented the
League XI|.

Today he is approaching his
63rd birthday and still keeps in
touch withboth Bluesand Luton,
watching football when he can,
mostly on TV.

® LETTERLINX
‘Letterlinx’ is a pen-pal mag-

azine. Make pen-pals with other
supporters. For free details send
astamped, self-addressed enve-
lope to:

LETTERLINX

Miss A. Lawrence
6 Childrey Way, Abingdon
Oxfordshire

Birmingham City Secretary, Andrew Waterhouse, presents Ansells
Sales Director, Graham Page, with an engraved tray as a Blues’
thank you for their continued interest and support.

Ansells were sponsors of the 1-1 draw last Saturday against
Manchester United.
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PROGRAMME NOTE

It appears that some Birmingham
City supporters were unable to
obtain copies of the programme for
the game against Manchester United.

We apologise for this and advise you
that a number of copies are available
by contacting our printers
Peerless Press Ltd at the address
shown on the inside front cover.



The Canon PC-25 copier

S0 reliable
you'll never need
a substitute.

Canon

Canon
Personal Gopiers

We'll help you look good on paper:

MANUFACTURERS OF COPIERS, CAMERAS, ELECTRONIC TYPEWRITERS, CALCULATORS, COMPUTERS, FACSIMILE AND MICROFILM EQUIPMENT

TRUE BLUES NEWS

Hi there...

We made True Blues historyrecently by
participatingin a football tournament for
the first time.

We entered a two-day Birmingham
District Council Recreation and Com-
munity Services Department Under-14
Five-a-side Tournament at Fox Hollies
Leisure Centre, Acocks Green. Theresults
were not not known as this programme
went to press, but hopefully you will know
how we faired via the public address
announcements today.

Regular soccer training/practice ses-
sions in and around St. Andrews are
attracting excellent support from boys
aged eight to seventeen and we are now
s‘tea&ily sorting them out into different
age groups for teams and are on the look-
out to get involved in five or eleven a side
games/tournaments.

Meanwhile our True Blue Familytripto
Villa Park proved a rousing success. It
followed a well attended football session
after which members and parents met

Club Manager John Bond who, accom-
panied by his assistant Fred Davies,
chatted about their job and answered
questions.

We then filled the coach with True Blues
members, parents and friends for the
journeyto Villa Park, where the fabulous
result rounded off an exciting and
entertaining day.

Earlier that week our sixteen to twenty
Youth Club section had an informal
games evening in the Centre Spot, Soccer
Videos, Darts, Skittles, Pool and
Dominoes, kept twenty or so visitors
occupied.

We were indebted to young player
Julian Dicks and Kenny Blythe, who is a
member of the Office Staff, for givingup
valuable time to be with us all evening.
Their sterling efforts in preparing and
supplying refreshments and Julian’'s
active participation challenging all-
comers on the Pool table were greatly
appreciated.

The Birmingham City

BIRMINGHAM CITY TROPHY WINNERS

Primary Schools Challenge
Trophy, sponsored by
Birmingham City Football Club,
is seen (left) being presented
by our Youth Team Coach to
the winning Captain, Lewis
Baker.

The Final was played at
Northfield Town Football Club,
andKings Norton Schools beat
South Birmingham Schools
4-0, with great performances
by Justin Tozier, Richard Flash
and Lewis Baker for Kings
Norton and Philip Conway for
South Birmingham.
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® Battling Blues kept the United attack at bay for most of the game, then to the
delight of all City fans, debut boy lan Handysides put Birmingham ahead after the
‘keeper had touched on a shot. Above: lan and his ‘shadow’ for the game, United’s
John Gidman. Photographs: Bill Goulden — Peerless Photography Ltd




HOME AND AWAY (THE FOOTBALL
TRIALS OF DANNY HARRIS)

® PART EIGHTEEN...

It was in the local paper that
evening that Danny Harris first
learned of the major unheaval at the
club he had only recently joined as an
apprentice.

He sat shellshocked as he read the
headlines which dominated the back
page of the Evening Mail.

“UNITED’S MANAGER
QUITS IN BOARDROOM
BUST-UP”

Danny understood that the
manager was not exactly the best of
friends with the chairman but...
Where did this leave Danny?

Anew appointment had to be made
in a hurry. United were floundering
at the bottom of the First Division.
Relegation was a definite possibility
if not a probability.

It was also by no means certain that
the new manager would warm to
Danny’s talent as readily as the old
one had. Once again the dole queue
seemed only just round the corner.
His future was in the balance.

The next week at United was
shrouded in a gloomy silence that
dominated the usually boisterous
training sessions. It seemed that the
other youngsters had been following
the same line of thought as Danny.
Nothing was certain any more.

Rumours abounded concerning

the identity of the new manager.
Several names had been put forward
in the press but there was one that
especially caught Danny’s eye. The
name of ‘Frank Smart’!

It just didn’t make sense. Frank was
the best paid manager in the business
at Rockwell City. He had fame, a
successful team, blank cheques as far
as signings were concerned and here
he was expressing interest in a job
which would mean abandoning all he
had achieved in the past five years.

“What’s going on Dad ? Why is he
even thinking of coming to United ?”
Danny asked that evening as he
watched the latest installment of the
‘Midland United crisis’ being de-
bated on the local television news.

“He’s probably after a challenge
son. He’s got to a stage where the
money and the fame aren’t that
important any more.’

“Yes I know but..”

“Plus the fact that you are a United
player and he’s managing City’’ His
father continued.

Danny thought about it for a while.
After what Mr Smart had said fol-
lowing his Youth Team debut things
seemed a little peculiar to say the
least.

If Danny Harris would not go to
Frank Smart then it looked as if Frank
Smart would go to Danny Harris.

® 10 be continued...
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Who scored a hat-trick for Chelsea in this
year's Full Member's Cup Final at
Wembley ?

Which Russian won his 99thinternational
cap for his country against England last
month?

Which Second Division club goalkeeper
made his debut for Scotland in the recent
international v Roumania at Hampden
Park ?

Who replaced Neville Southall (carried off
injured) in the Eire v Wales game in Dublin
on 26th May last to win his first cap?

Who is the new manager of Second
Division Middlesbrough?

England’s recent 1-0 win in Russia was the
first home defeat for the Soviets since
when: 1978, 1979, 1980 or 19817

Who do Halesowen Town play in this year’s
FA Vase Final at Wembley ?

Tim Flowers has recently joined whichFirst
Division club, onloan from Wolves, untilthe
end of this season?

Whois the first player this season to score
ten penalty-kicks —all for Cardiff City ?

Who is first-choice West German
goalkeeper?

Which WestMidlands player was sent-off
playing for England Under-21's v Denmark
Under-21's on 26th March last?

Who made his England debut v Russia in
Thilisi last month?
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WHENE ANE

Former Blues goalkeeper, PAUL COOPER,
now at Ipswich Town, had his Testimonial Match
at Partman Road last Wednesday when Norwich
City provided the opposition.

A veteran of East Anglianlocal derbies since
he joined Ipswich from Blues 12 years ago,
Paul was delighted with the turnout and
although the actual sum of moneytaken has not
yetheen officially disclosed, itis believedto he
in excess of £20,000— and well deserved too,

Paul, who hascloseon 550 appearancestohis
name as an Ipswich player, and 23 whilst at St.
Andrews as Blues' lastline of defence, isnow 32
but this seson he's been performing as well as
ever between the posts, so much sothatreserve
‘keeper Mark Grew has been allowed to go on
loan te both Futham and West Bromwich Albion
during the course of the campaign.

In 1985-86 Paul has only missed two
matches — onein November, onein December—
and although Ipswich are deeplyinvolvedinthe
relegation dog-fight, the Brierley Hill-born
custodian still believes he will be playing in the
First Division next season,

“We're too good to go down)' said Paul
recently. adding “Ipswich areafootballingside,
and football wilt prevail inthe end. We have some
good players at the club and | feel sure we'll
survive this time round’’

As a youngster Paul was turned down hy
Walsall and although sickened at being told he
wouldn't make it, his determination saw him
through to great heights, including appearances
in the 1967 F.A. Cup Final at Wembley and the
1981 U.E.F.A. Cup Final, both of whichresulted
in Ipswich triumphs.

Paul joined Blues as an apprentice in 1970
and became a professional at the age of 18
in December 1871, aiming then to make aname
for himself in League and Cup football.

His Blues debut came against Portsmouth
{away) on Bth January 1972, and he helped his
side to aconvincing 6-3 win, although was rather
upset at letting in three goals, blaming himself
for at least one of them.,

Thatfirst’ season saw Paul playin 12 League
games, he added three more to that tally in

1972-73andtwo in 1973-74, whenhe also went
‘onloan’ to Ipswich, turning out in one League
game against Leeds United at Elland Road on
20th April 1974.

That ‘loan spell’ actually set up his transfer
from St. Andrews to Portman Road—the full
agreement going through onapermanent basis
in May of that year, the fee: £27,000.

To date Paul has accumulated agrandtotal of
549 senior appearances as a professional
foothaller; 425 at League level, 48 in the FA.
Cup, 41 in the League/Milk Cup and 35 in
European competition,

Themagical milestone of 550, circumstances
permitting, will be reached on Tuesday when
Ipswichtake on Leicester City at Portman Road.

We wish Paul, his wife Shelia, and children
Adele and Shirley, allthe very best for the future
andhere’ shoping we meeteach otherin the First
Division next season...Cheers,

PAUL COOPER

& Wa ara running the popular Players Sponsor Kit Scheme again
this season, If you would like to ally your name to your favourite
player for the season give the Commercial Department a call now.

BLUES SPONSOR KIT

Would vou like to sponsor the match or training kit of one or more of the Birmingham City team or give encouragement to

one of the up and coming Junior professionals?

At the end of the Season you will be invited as guests of the Blues to a Gala Party Night in the Executive Club, as a sponsor

your name will go into the hat for a free draw for the item of kit you have sponsored.

Kit sponsorship, from £30.00, is not expensive and it also means that you will receive a regular mention in the match-day

programme.

Furthermore, you could become a complete kit sponsor for only £150.00. Definitely amust for a local business. Where else

could you advertise over a long period for such a small amount?
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® /an Handysides talking to BRMB
listeners after the 1-1 draw against
Manchester United and in particular
his exciting debut goal to mark his

return to the Club from Walsall.

Picture: Bill Goulden
Peerless Photography Limited

Supporters Club Members and
Friends, As the season is drawing to
aclose | wouldlike to thank all of you
who have patronised the Supporters
Club during the season and I can only
hope that things get better forallof us
in the near future, itis very sad to see
such low gates but however, | am sure
that if anyone can turn the tide given
the support, Messrs Wheldon and
Bond will achieve it.

A word about the Supporters Club, all
Blues Fans are welcome to come along
and spend a night with us and use the
facilities we have to offer and become a
Member. We have, Darts, Pool, Skittles,
etc, and we recently entertained a party
of handicapped people in the Club who
had a wonderful night (pictured below)
playing at Skittles. | mention that

SUPPORTERS CLUB NEWS—

because if anyone would like to use our
Club for Skittles ora Disco for Charity the
room is free.

Members can also hire the rooms for
Birthdays, Weddings, etc, atalow fee by
calling021-772 7403 or 021-453 3473.

In conlusion our sections, who are all
in leagues...Darts, Pool, Football, etc,
need strengthening—anyone interested
please callinat the Club ortelephone the
above numbers. We also need people
interested in helping to run the Club
Committee-wise.

We are still running Coaches to away
games for our Members who are fully
insured by us, sowhy not popinand see
us and support the Blues through an
official organisation.

M. RUBEN — Vice-Chairman




THE IDEALVENUE
FOR YOUR SPECIAL

i e

SPRING WEDDING, GOLDEN

WEDDING,
FAMILY OR BUSINESS GET TOGETHER
BOOK THE BIRMINGHAM CITY
EXECUTIVE SUITE.
TELEPHONE: 021-772 0101.

Good afternoon from the
“Touchline.

Well, we very nearly did a
giant-killing act against
Manchester United last
Saturday with a great debut
goal from lan Handysides on
his return to St. Andrew's.
Well done lan and welcome
back. What a pity Ray
Ranson’s curling shot,
pictured here hitting the back
of the net, was judged from an
offside position, it could have
made a goal of the season in
anyone’s book.

Before the game Tom Ross,
with Kevan Broadhurst at his

side, ran down the details
lined up for Kevan's big
Testimonial celebrity dinner
and testimonial game. Kevan,
the mascot Robert Fell, and
Graham Page, Sales Director
(Ansells), joined the two
captains for a picture before
the coin toss.

Time here for a quick word
of congratulations for Dennis
Shaw, alias John Pearson, of
the Sunday Mercury, on
winning the Midlands
Sportswriter of the Year, an
award well-deserved. As
many of you will remember

Dennis was Commercial
Manager here at City for some
years and also programme
editor. We still see Dennis on
many occasions in the City
press box as he covers Blues’
games for various media. Well
done Den, and keep up the
good work.

Jasper Carott turned out for
the Manchester United game
and in his usual obliging
manner took time out to meet
a little lad from Shirley who
has to spend some time in the
East Birmingham Hospital in
the very near future. Richard

Coneely, a Blues’ supporter,
was a special guest of the club
and watched the game from
the Commentary box. He also
met many of the players
including lan Handysides and
England skipper Bryan
Robson also the ELO
Drummer ‘Bev’ Bevan.

That's all for now, see you
from the ‘Touchline.

BILL GOULDEN




HMS BIRMINGHAM

Since the loss of HMS SHEFFIELD during
the Falklands War, HMS BIRMINGHAM has
becomethelongestserving Type 42 Destroyer
in The Royal Navy. At present she is undergoing
a long refitting programme in Rosyth, which
will bring her technically up to date with her
newer counterparts. This maintenance period
marksthe half way stage in heroperational life,
which began at her Commissioning Ceremony
back in December 1976.

Since the day HMS BIRMINGHAM was Com-
missioned the ship’s company have maintained a
close liaison with the City of Birmingham. Strong
affiliations exist with the city's various Naval
Associations as well as the University of
Birmingham, Birmingham City F.C., KingEdward’s
School and ship's own ‘adopted’ special school the
Chelmsley Wood Hospital School for the mentally

and physically handicapped. It was therefore a great
honour for the ship when, on 11th May 1978, she
was presented with the Freedom of the City of
Birmingham.

The ship's primary role is air defence but she is
also equipped for anti-surface and anti-submarine
warfare. Her main armament is a Seadart anti-
aircraftmissile systembutshe has a wide range of
other weapons including a Lynx helicopter. The
weapons are directed by anumber of modern radar
and sonar devices to which they are linked by a
sophisticated computer system.

HMS BIRMINGHAM'’s first ten years in service
have included deployments to various parts of the
world including in recent years three long periods
inthe South Atlantic on Falklands Patrol. Her current
refitis due to be completed earlyin 1987 when she
will return to operational duties.

PRINTING? " PEERLESS!

\\jv
& CREATIVE

We have the bright ideas with

a team of experienced

designers and artists to give
( your printing the right image.

PHOTUGRAPHY

Our own photography
department provides a
complete, under one roof,
service for your brochures,
leaflets or catalogues.

RIGHT PRICE

Next time you are thinking
printing. .. check out the price
against the value offered by
Peerless.

ON TIME

We're used to working to tight
deadlines so if your problem is
delivery give Peerless a call

PEERLESS PRESS LTD—CREA TIVE PRINTERS
SPON LANE, WEST BROMWICH, WEST MIDLANDS B70 6AQ Tel: 021553 2511

* We have free °86 planners available—ask for a no obligation visit!

"‘

At Birmingham City F.C., we are now able to offera full
range of first class promotional and entertainment
facilities, ideally suited whatever your business
requirements.

We have also taken great care to stress the
“"FLEXIBILITY" within all our options —to the extent that
whether you are a large business organisation or one of our
many loyal supporters, our services can be tailor-made to
meet you needs.

EXECUTIVE BOXES

“The ideal way to entertain your clients or use as an
incentive for your staff!”

Executive Boxes are situated along the length of the pitch
and offer an unobstructed view onto the field of play.

We have also fitted louvre vents to eachindividual box,

The Executive
Option at
Birmingham City

FLEXIBILITY IS THE KEY...

in order that your guests are able to enjoy the special
atmosphere generated by a football match.

Hire of an executive box can be by the match or over 1,
2 and 3 seasons.

In addition, we are able to offer a V.I.LP. SPECIAL
PACKAGE which includes all the facilities of the executive
box together with an exciting package of promotions and
entertainment... THE IDEAL WAY TO MIX BUSINESS
WITH PLEASURE

MATCH SPONSORSHIP

This marketing facility is a company package forupto 32
persons, specially aimed atplacing YOUR company in the
spotlight for that particular day.

Whether launching a new product range or simply
requiring greater exposure, we can accommodate all your
needs, whatever they may be!




Official Suppliers
of Match Kit,

Davenports Guide to
_Football-No. 25

Inoffthe

MASTER BREWERS OF THE MIDLANDS

Luton Town entered the First Division
of the Football League in 1955, gaining
promotion along with Blues.

So, the initial clashes in the premier
sector both took place in 1955-56. Here at
St. Andrews on 17th September, the
35,000-plus crowd witnessed a goalless
draw and then later, at Kenilworth Road, on
21st January, Blues won 1-0 in front of a
near 22,000 audience.

The following season there was another
goalless encounter at Luton while Blues
were successful at home, winning
comfortably 3-0.

It was 1-1 here at St. Andrews in 1957-58
and 3-0 to Luton in the return fixture. Luton
recorded their first Division One success on
Blues’ soil in August 1958 (1-0) but when
the ‘Hatters' played at home later on, Blues
returned the compliment, taking two
points, also with a 1-0 triumph.

Luton dropped out of the First Division in
1960, but they took a couple more points
off Blues before doing so, drawing both
games 1-1 in that 1959-60 season.

Over 19,000 saw the St. Andrews tussle
when Billy Bingham (Luton) and Jim
Barrett found the net, and at Kenilworth
Road 13,620 paid to see McBride (Luton)
and Weston hit the target.

The next First Division encounters took
place in 1974-75 after Luton had hauled
themselves to promotion in the preceeding
campaign.

At Luton in October 1974 a hat-trick by
Trevor Francis gave Blues a 3-1 win, and
when the teams met at Birmingham in April
it was the ‘Hatters’ who stole the show,
whipping Blues 4-1, with the ‘Aussie’ Adrian
Alston grabbing two of the goals.

Sadly Luton were relegated after just
one season ‘up’ and it was not until
1982-83 that Blues met them again in
Division One.

Then it was full marks to the "Hatters’
who won 3-2 at St. Andrews in October
when 13,772 saw Stein, Walsh and Moss
beat strikes from Langan (penalty) and
Brazier; and 3-1 at Kenilworth Road, 12,868
witnessing goals from Hopkins (Blues) and
Hill (2) and Horton (penaity) for Town.

The 1983-84 confrontations ended:
Blues 1, Luton 1—here in ‘Brum’ when the
turnout was under 9,600; and Luton 1,
Blues 1— at Kenilworth Road when the gate
was a coincidental 11,111.

The last First Division clash was staged
earlier this season, on the Luton astro-turf,
and it ended in a 2-0 win for Luton (see
Statistics page).

TREVOR FRANCIS
Hat-trick scorer in October 1974

By TONY MATTHEWS
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MICK HARFORD
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UTON TOWN are still on
course to finish in their
highest-ever spot in the

First Division. Back in season
1957-58 they took eighth
position but this time round, if
they maintain their current form,
they could wellend up in the top
six.

Manager, David Pleat, in office at
Kenilworth Road since January 1978,
has done a splendid job at Luton. Last
season he took the ‘Hatters’ to within
spitting distance of Wembley via the
FA. Cup (they lost to Everton in the
Semis) and now in 1985-86 he has
seen his side produce some excellent
performances, especially at home—
on the newly installed astro-turf—and
the future certainly looks bright as far
as he, his players, and the club are
concerned.

Not the greatest supported club in
the land—Luton’s average this season
at home is around 10,700—but they
have dealt methodically in the trans-
fer market, and several players have
arrived in the camp over the past
couple of years. A few have left too.

On the debit side Mr Pleat has
secured the services of the former
Blues striker Mick Harford, rated by
many to be a possible outsider for a
place in the England squad for this
summer's World Cup Finals in Mexico,
little David Preece from Walsall,

LUTON

Welsh international Peter Nicholas
from Arsenal, big Steve Foster from
our neighbours Aston Villa and
Ashley Grimes Coventry City, plus
ace-striker Mike Newell from Wigan
Athletic.

Established professionals at the
clubinclude Irishman Mal Donaghy,
one of the unsung heroes in the
Football League, Ricky Hill, winner
of two full England caps, striker Brian
Stein, another England star with one
cap to his credit and goalkeeper Les
Sealey, another capture from
Coventry City.

Youngsters who have made the
grade in the last two seasons are
full-backs Tim Breacker and
Mitchell Thomas, a future inter-
national(?), Mark and Stacey
North, the latter having been on loan
to Wolverhampton Wanderers already
this season, midfielder Ray Daniel
and forwards Mark Stein, brother
of Brian and Chukwuemeka
Nwajiohi, a Nigerian; and there is
also the veteran who has returned
‘home" after travelling the country,
Andy King, who over the past
decade has served with Everton,
Queens Park Rangers, West
Bromwich Albion, Wolverhampton
Wanderers, Cambour (Holland) and
Orebro (Sweden).

These players have done wonder-
fully well for Luton Town Football

Club this term, and they have not
finished yet, by a long chalk.

Three weeks ago they dented
Everton's Championship hopes by
clipping them 2-1 at Kenilworth Road,
revenge in a way for that Cup defeat,
and during the course of their League
programme to date, they have given
many of the top runners a testing
time.

Remember the situation worrying
Luton in May 19837 They had to win
their final League game of that season
(away at Manchester City) to STAY in
the First Division. Defeat for either
team would mean relegation. Over
42,800 fans packed into Maine Road,
including 3,000 from Luton, to
witness the ‘final curtain:

It came down on City as David
Pleat's men stole the show winning
1-0 with a last-ditch effort from the
Yugoslavian international Raddy
Antic. If Luton had not won that
afternoon, one dreads to think where
they might be today. Things happen so
suddenly in football—just take a look
at Wolverhampton Wanderers and
Swansea City. Luton, however, sur-
vived, and now they are one of the
‘better’ teams in the First Division, and
who knows, it could well be their
season, one way or the other, in
1986-87. We will wait and see, with
interest.

LUTON SUPERSTAR

MICK HARFORD has been
around the soccer scene some-
time now, playing and scoring for
Lincoln City—his first profes-
sional club—Newcastle United,
Bristol City, Blues—whom he
served from March 1982 to
December 1984—Luton Town.

Aged 27, a native of Sunderland, he
recently he appeared in his 300th
League game of his career, and he has
scored around 150 goals— a fine

STEVE
FOSTER

.{’r"«-.
!/ 2

record in anyone’s language. He
stands six feet, one inch tall, and
weighs in at twelve stone, four
pounds...just the right height and build
to upset the ‘rest of the world’ in
Mexico, if Bobby Robson decides to

take him. Mick was top scorer for
Luton last season with sixteen goals,
and he is leading the way again in
1985-86, having already claimed
twenty strikes—and he is looking for
more.
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BIRMINGHAM CITY
Colours:

Blue Shirts, Red/White
Flashes. White Shorts

LUTON TOWN
Colours:
White/Orange Shirts
White Shorts

DAVID SEAMAN
RAY RANSON
BRIAN ROBERTS
BILLY GARTON
MARK SMALLEY
MARTIN KUHL
DES BREMNER
WAYNE CLARKE
BILLY WRIGHT
IAN HANDYSIDES
ROBERT HOPKINS

LES SEALEY

ROB JOHNSON
MITCHELL THOMAS
PETER NICHOLAS
STEVE FOSTER
MEL DONAGHY
RICKY HILL
MIKE NEWELL
MICK HARFORD
TIM BREACKER
DAVID PREACE

This space is available to anyone
who would like to sponsor the
match ball. If you are interested
calltheclubon...

021-772 2689

® Referee...Mr K. J. BREEN
Progressed through local leagues and the Northern
Premier League. Enjoys all sports and ballroom dancing. He
is married with one daugher and is a Training Instructor.

® Yellow Flag Linesmen... ® Red Flag

Mr K. R. CLEWER MrD. J. GALLAGHER
Substitute Official: M. SIMPSON

Voucher No. 22
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