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Cup-tie special: Will we see
a repeat of last season’s
great Cup run?

MICESRWiNneEENICERHaaE—. @0
caught in the thick of the action
during last Saturday’s 1—0 home
win over Sheffield Wednesday. Also
caught by Gareth Owen is Mick
Newell who was unlucky not to
notch the Town’s second goal.
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EVERYTHINGYOU .............. .
LIKE HERE.

Now the new Astramax can only add
to the popularity of the range, while
adding to the discomfort of competitors
(but certainly not of drivers).

The Astra Van is well-known for the
best ‘office’ set-up and for the best
handling and performance in its class.
Same difference for Astramax.

Drivers can take comfort, too, from
the Astramax (and Astra Van) being
equipped with a proper bulkhead. Unlike
some other vans.

The slippery smooth shape is more
than a modern front for business. The Cd
factor is alow 0-34.

While at the business-end, twin rear
doors open to a 90° stop. Or a full 180°;
handy forloading bays. And for taking on
a choice of 365 or 560 kg payloads in the
huge 82 cu. ft. load-space.

For even more load-space, optional
with the Astramax, is an extended load-
deck in place of the passenger seat.

On the small side, fuel consumption
and all the running costs. Whatever your
choice from three petrol engines or a
diesel, with 4-speed, 5-speed or automatic
gearboxes (according to engine).

Toend with the finish, the corrosion-
protection and paint process is the most-
up-to-date in Europe.

As for the Astramax’s price, it's

attractive enough to save you the bother
of shopping around.

ASTRAMAX

BEDFORD

Now the driving force.

Bedford Commercial Vehicles, Division of General Motors Overseas Commercial Vehicle Corporation
P.O. Box No. 3, Luton LU2 0SY. ’
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100 Years On

Welcome to everyone for another Cup-tie with
our friends from the Arsenal. After the en-
forced weather break, football is breathing
life again and there is never a better occasion
than a magical FA Cup game.

| was delighted with our determination and
attitude on Monday evening in most difficult
conditions. We are obviously not going to give
up easily the chance of Cup progress. In view
of the fact that three established forwards
were missing we never conceded to the
talented Arsenal team. Our supporters were
superb and on behalf of all the players, I can

only say, keep right behind the lads. We ap-
preciate your cheers.

Brian Stein has almost discarded his crut-
ches. Emeka Nwajiobi entered hospital yester-
day for an exploratory operation of his injured
foot. Mark Stein has been recalled from a loan
spell at Aldershot. Ricky McEvoy missed an
Eire Youth Cup against England last week
through injury. Marcus Tuite, his midfield
partner won another cap in that game. Mal
Donaghy was brilliantly balanced in Paris last
week. Mike Newell was upset his “‘goal”
against Sheffield Wednesday was ruled out.
Mitchell Thomas has been selected for
England under-21s against Denmark next
week. Peter Nicholas and Ricky Hill were both
away last week on international duty. Rob
Johnson was 24 last week.

When games come thick and fast after
postponements, all clubs will be stretched on
playing resources. The importance of good
coaching staff and medical people cannot be
underestimated. They have to “carefully
train” players through those periods and have
to know the players who can cope with the

—

LUTON TOWN

Welcome you all to our Centenary Season!

HONOURS

FA CUP FINALISTS 1958-59
CHAMPIONS—DIVISION 3(S) 1936-37
RUNNERS-UP—DIVISION 2 1954-55
CHAMPIONS—DIVISION 4 1967-68
RUNNERS-UP—DIVISION 3 1969-70
RUNNERS-UP—DIVISION 2 1973-74
CHAMPIONS—DIVISION 2 1981-82
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strain and their individual reactions to nig-
gles and strains. Fresh legs and minds are
vital as teams run in to the crucial end of
season.

Regardless of Cup-tie involvement, our
pleasure last Saturday was considerable. In
beating Sheffield Wednesday, we have achiev-
ed the 50 points objective. We have gained
those points at an earlier stage than any
previous First Division season. As we sit in our
summer deckchairs, we dream of 50 points—I
am delighted to be conceited enough to tell
all our supporters who have learnt never to
take anything for granted. WE ARE IN THE
FIRST DIVISION NEXT SEASON—and with our
artificial pitch!

Ny
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David Pleat




If you want to know
the score about
fitted bedrooms,

look at the scoreboard.

Wallspan Fitted Bedrooms offer you style and elegance at a
realistic price.

Our range of fully fitted furniture will grace any home and
blend with any decor.

Free design, free delivery, free fitting and a full five year
guarantee make Wallspan Fitted Bedrooms the top of the league.

WaJls;{e'm

Throughout the UK

Unit 174 Bute Street, Arndale Centre, Luton
Flitwick Factory Showroom and Head Office: 0525 716161
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Why don’t more women go to football mat-
ches? Is it that football's a *‘male sport” as
so many men would have it? Or is it more
complex than that? The women who do go ob-
viously enjoy the atmosphere, and are as
knowledgeable about the game as the men.
Is it that the image of the sport is pre-
dominantly masculine? The players, team
managers and directors are generally male.
Some clubs, however, are trying to promote
a feminine face with the introduction of
female stewards, pre-match entertainment
and even female executives. Luton are among

the pioneers. .
Families

Perhaps it's family commitments that keep
many women from football matches. Small
children clearly won't appreciate 90 minutes
of football; parents are thus unwilling to buy
them season tickets. Mothers usually have to
stay at home to look after toddlers while dad
and older children go to the match. Clubs
could possibly provide incentives for parents
to bring small children to matches, or at least
make it easier for mums to come. That is, of
course, assuming that football does genuinely
want to encourage women and that “family
enclosures” and so on that we read about are
not just gimmicks to attract media (and
fermnale) attention to increase overall support.
It wasn't too long ago that Glasgow Rangers
proudly announced its new “family” incen-
tive—a reduced price for a father-and-son
ticket!

Of course some of these enclosures do
work; and the benefit of the family at-
mosphere is felt all round the ground. At Wat-
ford in November | saw two boys, aged about
eight, sitting happily together chatting about
the game. One was dressed in Watford's col-
ours, the other in Luton’s.

Football is changing; those involved at all
levels need to think radically about it, not
paper over the cracks, if it is to grow healthi-
ly. I believe that women have a great deal to
offer the game both as supporters and at a
more professional level. Gale Waller

Anyone wanting to contribute to Girl Talk
please write to:

The Editor,
Luton Town FC,
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BEARD & MANNING CATERING SERVICES LTD.
BEDFORD COMMERCIAL VEHICLES
BERKLEY ASSOCIATE PRINTERS

BERVALE MEAD INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
W. J. BILLINGTON LTD.

BLAKEY ENGINEERING CO LTD.

BLUE ARROW pic

BRENGREEN HOLDINGS plc

BROAD STREET PRINT
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CAPITAL METALWORK LTD.
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F. W. PEARCE BUILDERS LTD.
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E. W. HUDSON (HOLDINGS) LTD.

IVOR HOLMES LTD.
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MR. P. LAYCOCK
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MILCUT ENGINEERING LTD.

NEAHURST LTD.

D. R. NEWTON

OPELVALE GROUP

MR. & MRS. S. PEARSON

DR. & MRS. G. L. PLESTER

PRIORY FARM FOODS

PETERS GRAVES & CO.

DAVID RAND & CO LTD.

RICHARDSON & BOTTOMS LTD.

ROGERS RESIDENTIAL SALES

RAVENMERE LTD.

REDBOURNE CONSTRUCTION

SHAW & KILBURN

SHOREY’S TRAVEL

MR. & MRS. D. SHERIDAN

W.S. TYREMASTERS (Division of West & Sellick
(Tyres) Ltd.)

TRITRADE LTD.

TILDAE INVESTMENTS LTD.

R. W. UNWIN

VAUXHALL MOTORS LTD.

WALLSPAN BEDROOMS

WEBBEX LIMITED

YARNSFIELD LTD.

HE FULL ADDRESSES AND SERVICES OF OUR ,
XECUTIVE MEMBERS CAN BE OBTAINED THROUGH
OUR COMMERCIAL OFFICES—LUTON TOWN FOOTBALL
CLUB. .
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Kenilworth
Road, Luton.
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LEADING THE FIELD
in up-to-the-minute
print technology.

WITH US—
QUALITY
COMES FIRST

Alpine Press,
Station Road,
Kings Langley, Herts
(09277) 69777




Fab Laton
Strikers

On behalf of the ‘‘Laughing
Cavaliers” Vauxhall Motors, [
should like to thank the Luton
Strikers for entertaining our
local handicapped friends at
the disco we arranged for
them. The evening was made
a big success by their perfor-
mances and kindness to our
young friends—many who are
Luton Town fans. Once again
thank you Luton Strikers you
were fab and did an excellent
public relations job for Luton
Town FC.

G. Berresford,

Chairman,

The Laughing Cavaliers

Fantastic

Dear Sir,

I doubt you shall print this but
here goes. | would like to applaud
Luton Town for “BRILL" perfor-
mances against good sides Notts
Forest, Man Utd, and West Ham
which [ thought was the best. |
went to Luton with Stony Strat-
ford FC with many West Ham sup-
porters to see Luton and West
Ham and | can tell you them few
fans were thrilled with Luton’'s
fantastic team work and play
“Very well done Luton Town".
Robert Wise,

Milton Keynes

Much-improved
away form

Dear Sir,
“Nice one Luton"’, several brilliant
away performances by “the Hat-
ters” mean that the team has
redeemed itself for that “below
par’ showing in their home match
against Coventry. Yes, their away
performances this season are a
great deal more solid and convin-
cing and must be a pointer to a
good placing on the final league
table.

At Kenilworth Road we see an
even run of the ball, resulting in
good attractive, skilful football.

MailBag

Earlier in the season our team
struggled to reproduce that factor
away from home on the conven-
tional grass pitches. In the mat-
ches at White Hart Lane and
Vicarage Road, the team played
almost as fluently on wet slippery
surfaces, to show that we now do
have the “muscle” as well as the
ability. Heavy pitches are often a
footballing sides undoing, but Mr.
Pleat's team are showing signs
that we won't buckle this term.

The only disappointing aspect of
our recent matches has been the
abusive chants from the Luton
supporters at their opponents.
Come on lads! The backing you
give the team is tremendous, but
lets make it a friendly atmosphere
at our games. Mums, dads, kids
and grandparents want to enjoy
good “banter” atmosphere—not
sickening, pathetic chants. Let's
get witty Oak Road end! Humour
will make everyone laugh—even

Handshake

Dear Sir,

May I, on behalf of Supporters
United thank you for your help
and consideration in bringing
about the handshake at Luton
Town FC earlier this season.

The help shown by Luton Town
and staff was first class, and
made the whole event most
enjoyable.

Once again please pass our
thanks onto your staff.

B. Wagstaff

Birthday special

Dear sir,

Thank you for arranging a special
surprise for my birthday. I really
like your two brilliant forwards
coming in and having my
photograph taken with them. My
friends enjoyed it too, and I'm glad

the opposition when we take you won.

another three points off them! James Lindner,

G. Evans Luton
Unprintable?

Dear Sir,

for it.

loyal supporters.
M. D. Craig, Luton.

I doubt very much whether you will print this letter in the mailbag
column as it seems to be a smug exercise in self-congratulations and
glowing praise for the club. My letter contains what I consider to
be constructive criticism and should be printed if mailbag claims to
be a representative organ for supporters.

My moan is directed against the guilty man who was responsible
for the outrageous 100% price rise of the programme. The new look
programme is a good read, well presented and contains a wide variety
of interesting features ie. the reserves and youth team pages, All
Our Yesterdays and Girltalk, which presents a much-needed feminine
view on the club. However, there is no justification in charging £1.00

It is the most costly programme in the entire football league, 40
pence more expensive than its nearest rivals. | think that the club
is guilty of exploitation and greed by charging such a sum.

The yardstick for the £1.00 programme was set by the excellent
1985 Cup Final edition. The Town's effort is simply not in the same
class. So come on Luton, play the game and reduce the price to a
more realistic level to provide value for money and stop conning your

Editor: Thank you for your comments. The programme justifies
itself, we hope, and its cover price. What do other fans think?

e ]

Heineken

| —

Luton News:

FOR PRIZE-WINNING

PICTURES
THURSDAYS 14p




Luton Town 1 Sheffield Wed O
A Mick Harford header after 16
minutes proved to be the winner in
a match of limited entertainment
against a dour and muscular Shef-
field Wednesday at Kenilworth Road
last Saturday.

Harford, playing with his
customary vim and skill, rose startl-
ingly high at the far post from
David Preece’s corner to send a
towering header past Martin Hodge,
the Wednesday goalkeeper, and give
the Hatters a first league win over
the Owls since 1980-81.

Snow cleared

The pitch, which had been cleared
of 130 tons of snow, played as
superbly as ever but could do
nothing to insist that the visitors
should play with the same open
style as the hosts.

As a result, there was less
goalmouth action or fluent play
than usual. Mike Newell, again
demonstrating his energy and en-
thusiasm, played well and kept the
Wednesday defence busy and Steve
Foster earned plaudits again for a
good containing job against the
muscular and difficult Garry
Thompson.

For Wednesday, Gary Megson per-
formed with his usual intelligence
and it was from his accurate left-
foot shot five minutes from time
that Les Sealey was forced to make
his most telling contribution of the
day. .

Luton: Sealey, Johnson, Thomas,
Nicholas, Foster, Donaghy, Hill,
Newell, Harford, North, Preece.

Sheffield Wednesday: Hodge,
Sterland, Morris, Hart, Shirtliff,
Smith, Marwood, Megson, Thomp-
son, Shelton (sub Shutt 73 mins),
Snodin.

]

ACTION REPLAY from

Kenilworth

Narrow win: Mick
Harford’s goal sealed our
1—0 win over the Owls
on Saturday.

(Photos: Gareth Owen)
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MAL DONAGHY

from the bench

“It was my third experience of playing for
Northern Ireland against France but the first
time | had been in a team which kept a clean
sheet. On the last two occasions we met, we
were beaten 4—0 and 4—1, just before and
then during the finals in Spain in 1982.

“However, we now have strung together
seven clean sheets. In fact, we have not con-
ceded a goal at all since we allowed Mark
Hateley to nick one for England in Belfast.
That was in February 1985, | think. So it is
not a bad record, is it?

“Of course, we have had a bit of luck to do
that. But you need some luck. Against France,
we did well. [ played left-back and we all did
our best. | always try to keep my international
football and my club football apart as two
separate things. That way seems to work
alright.

“France impressed me. They are a very,
very good side. Don't be fooled by the result
against us—they will be as big a threat to

everyone in Mexico as everyone expects. And
so will we! Platini of course is a great player.
he was outstanding against us and was easi-
ly the man of the match. He is the best player
| have seen anywhere at all for a long, long
time.

“Conditions were not very good at all, but
he looked just great. The French lads all wore
gloves and tights for the match which I
thought was a bit, well different you know.
A bit strange. But it made no difference for
us . .. although | came home with a severely
bruised back-side from one challenge which
left me bouncing a very sore behind on a very
hard pitch.

“We had a chance to do a bit of tourism in
Paris while we were there on the Tuesday. We
were staying in a hotel very near to the Eif-
fel Tower and of course we had a good look
at that and also did a bit of shopping. Mind
you the prices were ridiculous. Very steep. We
didn't spend much, I can tell you!

“Looking ahead to the finals, I think it is
vital for Northern Ireland to get a result
against Algeria and make a good start in our
first match. It will be crucial. But it is no good
thinking it will be easy. Algeria are no mugs
and Emeka, who has seen them play, has been
telling me about them a bit.

*Of course we also have to face Brazil and
Spain. And nobody needs telling that they will
be tough matches. But we do have a habit of
doing quite well against the so-called top
teams in the world.”

LANDLADIES WANTED

Landladies are urgently wanted by the
club for schoolboy players during holiday
periods. Anyone who can help in
providing much-needed assistance and
accommodation is invited to contact Ron
Howard at the the club offices
(Telephone Luton 411622). Thank-you

Cor your assistance. )

@ . B

TICKET OFFICE NEWS

At this point in time we do not know if we
are at home on Saturday, March 8th in the
sixth round of the FA Cup or away to
Manchester Utd in the league. We will not
know.until the result of tonight's replay.

On Saturday, March 15th we have a Canon
League Division One home fixture against
Oxford Utd—Kkick-off 3.00 pm.

On Saturday, March 22nd we are at home
in a Canon League Division One fixture against
Everton—Kkick-off 3.00 pm. For all your
match information telephone Luton 30748
(daytime) or Luton 33010 (24-hr service).

@ )

¢ D
RICKY HILL TESTIMONIAL

Arrangements are being made for a
match between Ricky Hill's Luton XI and
Bobby Robson’'s England XI as a
testimonial event for our popular
midfield player Ricky Hill. The match will
take place at Kenilworth Road on
Tuesday, April 8th, 1986.

\ J

@rthcoming matche
at Kenilworth Road

Canon League Division One
Saturday, March 15th, 1986
Luton Town v. Oxford United

Kick-off 3.00 pm

Saturday, March 22nd, 1986
Luton Town v. Everton

K Kick-off 3.00 pm )

( Travel Club ¢

We play Leicester City on March
29th, this is of course Easter
Saturday. Our coaches will be
leaving the Maple Road car park

@tails.

y

MATCH
REFEREE

at 11.30 am and the cost will be .

£4.50. Why not join our travel @llan Gunn \ Utiee Howss dame

club and travel in luxury to all z i

our away matches. Please ring (urngs H'"' \z!: Stadium Hire: Mike Beevor,
Luton 412418 for further S(ISSQX) Stadium Sales Manager, 411622

3

Luton (0582) @

Advertising & Match Sponsorship:
Wendy Greaves, Marketing
Executive, 411622

Souvenirs—Travel—Junior Hatters:

GLAZING & DECORATING
SPECIALISTS

Glazing Repairs and Glass Supplies

Patio Door and Window Installations

Doub|e_ Glazmg (Secondary and Sealed Units)
Interiors and Exterior Decorators
For Domestic and Commercial enquiries contact

Luton 573025/597505
For 24 hour Emergency Service contact Dunstable 666665

J. Sapsworth Ltd., 92 Marsh Road, Luton, Beds LU3 2NL

pu
EN)OY
THE

GAME!

A purchasing manager, Allan
is married with two
daughters. He began
refereeing in 1965 in Sussex
and progressed through the
Football Combination to the
League list. He enjoys
swimming and squash. Allan
took charge of the FA Youth
Cup Final in 1980 and a 1985

Milk Cup semi-final.

4

412418
Match Tickets & Match Enquiries:
Bev Tyler, Retail Sales Supervisor,
30748 (24 hr service) 33010
Banqueting & Function Facilities:
Clive Hustwitt, Catering Manager,
411526

Promotions Office: John Gornall,
Development Executive
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TOEHATHER

Born in Luton on December 12th, 1964, Ray
has made fine progress through the ranks
from the local schoolboys team and youth side
to the First Division of the Canon League. He
is a very skilful player and particularly strong
on his left foot. His speed is also a great
asset. He signed as an apprentice in 1982 and
as a full professional 15 months later. He
made his debut at Manchester United in May
1983 and is now pressing hard for a first
team spot.

FAMILY MAN

Midfielder Ray Daniel found new
pleasure in life last year when his
first child Nathan was born. Now
four months old, the boy has
become the apple of his father
and mother Patricia’'s eyes ‘and
now enchants them said Ray with

“his smiling and screaming!

“1 like to go home and be with
my family-more than anything
else,” said Ray when asked what
he likes doing best away from the
professional game. “I'm not a
great sportsman although I do
play a bit of snooker with the
lads. That's just now and then
though.”

Ray is knocking on the door of
the first team these days, but fin-
ding it difficult to break through
because we have a settled side. An
injury last season, which led to
the removal of a lateral cartilage
in a knee, held him back, but he
has plenty of good memories in
the game already at the age of 21.

First goal

“My most memorable game
was at Stoke City when we won
4—2 away in December 1983. |
scored my first goal for the club
and Paul Walsh scored a hat-
trick—it was also my 18th
birthday."”

Ray hopes to have a career in
the game as a coach when he
finishes playing. He has coached
youngsters at the Wigmore
Athletic and 61 FC clubs. But now
his time is taken up with his own
youngster. :

“He shouts a lot now. But he is
great. | am quite adept at home

life—I like watching a lot of televi- -

sion but I also do quite a bit of
cooking and so on around the
house. Nathan used to wake up
every two hours but now he is a
good boy and sleeps right round
the clock at night.”

15
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Bill Tomlins, Commercial Director

WELCOME BOB

s

R

New boy: Bob Bolder recently
joined us on a month’s loan
from Sunderland. We wish him

well and hope he enjoys his
stay at Kenilworth Road.

MAN OF THE MA

All smiles: Town fan and TV-
AM presenter, Nick Owen was
a guest at QPR recently where
he presented our own Mitchell
Thomas and Rangers’ Steve
Wicks with man-of-the-match
awards.

by Bill Tomlins

Pass the Aspirin—it has been
one of those weeks. What
with the tremendous interest
in the pitch and our new ex-
ecutive boxes and now a week
of extraordinary ticket and
match-day arrangements, all
our club staff are both punch-
drunk with the work, and
delighted with the club’s con-
tinuing success.

The possibilities of what
could or could not have hap-
pened this week have made
for a quite dramatic life
behind the commercial scenes
at Kenilworth Road—not least
for such items as match-day
arrangements, sponsorship
and the production of the
programme.

Let me give you an example.
On Monday morning, it was
not at all clear if or how many
home matches we would have
this week. Owing to the com-
plexities of the FA Cup, we
could have ended up playing
two or none!

Obviously a draw at
Highbury meant a replay. But

where? A toss of a coin job of
course like last year with Wat-
ford when Wayne Turner end-
ed all the drama on his 24th
birthday.

A defeat meant the end of
the cup—but what of the
league. If Watford failed to go
through or were continually
postponed, Liverpool would
have had a day off . . . and,
theoretically, might have
wished to get rid of their
outstanding fixture here. It
would have been a mighty
short notice of course. It all
meant more headaches for
everyone concerned.

So, thank goodness, we
don't have winter all the year
round . . . which brings me on-
to the debate over synthetic
pitches as discussed by John
Smith on page 25. As you will
have read in the papers, it is
said a group of league clubs
are not in favour of synthetic
pitches—but as far as | know
most players are. And the
commercial benefits are ob-
vious to everyone!

—MITCHELL TH

(Photos: Gareth Owen)

with
Steve Foster

AIMING FOR
EUROPE

Last Saturday's win over Shef-
field Wednesday was an im-
portant one. Not only did it
consolidate our position in the
top six, but it also meant we
could overcome physical
teams at the top of the table
...and it keeps open the out-
side chance that we could win
a place in Europe next year.

It is always important to
keep morale and spirits high
and that sort of win did a lot
to ensure we stayed in a very
confident frame of mind, par-
ticularly as we have been hit
by an unfortunate run of
injuries.

With Brian out now for a
while, it is only sensible to
recall Mark Stein from Alder-
shot. He has a lot to play for
and it does seem Brian could
be out for a few weeks.

Marc’s Metro

On a more cheerful note, I
am glad to report that Marc
North has at last bought
himself ‘‘the business’'—a
Metro turbo, I think it is! It
was high time he bought
himself something to drive.

And on the subject of
strikers. | must mention that
Mike Newell—who has settled
in exceptionally well—had
already picked up four or five
nicknames in the dressing
room. And they have all stuck!
The latest—no, not psycho—
is Cilla . . . after that other
famous Scouser Cilla Black.
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Sponsored by:

THE HERALD NEWSPAPER
and CHILTERN RADIO

Looking forward to a
game of golf

With this cold spell and the snow, I bet
that all you Junior Hatters are enjoying
yourselves on the hills with sledges,
bread-trays or even plastic bags. On my
way in to training I could see a lot of you
out enjoying the snow in the half-term
holiday. I even took my family for an
afternoon out in the snow with their
sledge and got me going down the slopes
near my home.

It is not much fun with two on a
sledge and you can't see where you are
going and you go over a bump and roll
off on top of one another. Still it was all
good fun! I will be glad when I can get

ASCOT

Mark Quinn Robert Spiers

Paul Quinn

out to play some golf. It seems weeks
since I last had a gamel

We should have artificial golf courses
like our pitch. So we can play in the
winter as we do on our pitch while some
pitches are frozen and games have to be
postponed we are still playing on our
pitch.

Peter Nicholas

ESCORTS

Katherine Gallagher Benjamin Walker

BREWERS HILL ROAD

DUNSTABLE, BEDS

Bedfordshire
Bottled Gases
bb DUNSTABLE (0582) 600858
~(24 HR ANS WERING SERVICE)

PHONE BEFORE FOUR—
NEXT DAY AT YOUR DOOR

UNBEATABLE SERVICE

FOR CYLINDER REFILL DELIVERIES

Specialists in Central Heating run by L.P.G. on bulk tanks or cylinders
Main Suppliers for all leading makes of L.P.G. appliances

'ACTION REPLAY,
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Portsmouth has two points deducted for playing an ineligible
player against Crystal Palace.
(up to and including Mon. Feb 24th)
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Oxford United
Brighton & HA
Queens Park Rangers
Ipswich Town
Southampton
Swansea Town
Swindon Town
Norwich City
Crystal Palace
Watford

Fulham

Chelsea
Tottenham Hotspur
Arsenal

Bristol Rovers
Arsenal

Charlton Athletic
Ipswich Town
West Ham
Bristol Rovers
Swansea

Oxford
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Marcus and Stacey
show their skills on
the magic carpet
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Smce thelr last v151t to Kemlworth Road on

 February 15th Arsenal have been hit hard by
the bad weather and also suffered injuries
last Saturday when Republic of Ireland centre-
half David O'Leary and England striker Tony
- Woodcock were injured during their 1—0
defeat at Newcastle.
But with games in hand they remain in a

' ~ challenging position in the league in eighth

place and, of course, retain hopes of reaching
the sixth round of the Cup and a quarter-final
at home to Tottenham Hotspur, their great
- north London rivals, or Everton.
Players likely to be on duty tonight:
Steve Williams—Former Southampton star

Steve joined the Gunners in a big-money

transfer last season but has since fallen out
of favour and lost his place in the England
squad. Now fighting to reclaim his mldﬂeld
spot.

 Tony Woodcock——England striker Tony join-

~ ed Arsenal from Cologne after a distinguish-

ed spell in West Germany. He previously

s SV o ARSTHAL b i e e i

Back row, from left: John Lukic, Martin Hayes Martin Keown, Chris Whyte, John Cartwright (First Team Coach), Bon -
Howe (Manager), Roy Johnson (Physiotherapist), Tony

played for Nottingham Forest.

~ John Lukic—John took over from Pat Jenn-
_ ings last seasonm and went on to make 30
~appearances. Born Chesterfield, he Jomed

~ from Leeds in 1983. ,

under-21 cap.

Viv Anderson—Joined Arsenal in 1984 after
developing into an England full-back. Missed
only one game last season and only two so
far this term.

Kenny Sansom—One of the finest attacking
left-backs in the First Division, Kenny is the

Arsenal captain and a regular England player..

Paul Mariner—Bolton-born Paul, now 32, has

~ played midfield recently after a long career

as centre-forward. Ex-Plymouth and Ipswich,
he was England leader in the 1982 World Cup.

David O'Leary—Arsenal’s longest-serving

~ player, stopper David is an Eire international

and former Gunners’ captain.
Martin Keown—Has ousted Caton in recent
weeks from the number six shirt. Born Ox-

Steve Williams, Tony Woodcock, Rhys Wilmot.

Front row: Viv Anderson, David O’Leary, Colin Hlll Paul Davis, Tommy Caton, Paul Mariner, Graham Rix, Charlie
Nicholas, Stewart Robson, Kenny Sansom, lan Allinson.

Arsenal manager Don Howe is also chief assis-
tant to England manager Bobby Robson.
Wolverhampton-born, he played for West
Bromwich Albion and Arsenal as right-back,
winning 23 England caps. He took over as
Arsenal manager in December 1983 after
previously managing West Bromwich Albion
and Galatasary in Turkey and working as Terry
Neill’s assistant at Highbury. A believer in the
high work rate and competitive qualities of
English soccer, he said. ‘‘Our youth players are
competitive first and foremost. The skill will
come out later on. You get nothing unless you
compete.’’ His reshaped team has proved him
true in recent weeks.

B. DOHERTY
SKIPHIRE
34 MOUNT PLEASANT ROAD

LUTON
Telephone: 574633 & 574799
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Why we used to

play on grass
WHEN the new Kenilworth Road synthetic pitch

7

: - was installed last August, it was logical to assume

that there would be some doubters. Not as much
as the storm that greeted Queens Park Rangers’
new pitch, but that was four years ago and
opinions have, in theory, become more moderate.
As the shock wore off and the pitch's merits
became obvious, we hoped a considered attitude
would prevail throughout football.

In a way, we were right as our own and visiting
players realised just how good ‘‘Sporturf
Professional” is; as a succession of
physiotherapists found that “shock horror’” stories
of injuries on a synthetic surface just were not so.
Visiting managers also found the pitch okay.

But some sections of the media and indeed some
senior football figures seem determined to fan the

- flames of controversy, particularly as there is little

else to write about. Even when the “facts” they
quote are simply untrue. Could it be that the more
entrenched football figures, seeing a growing
number of League clubs opting for synthetic
pitches are worried that they will be forced into
doing likewise by their own supporters, who would
rather see fast paced skilful football than mud-
wrestling, or risk injury on frozen pitches.

As for the media, the Daily Mail ran two articles
in a week recently condemning “plastic pitches’.
Those articles were stacked with untruths and,
perhaps the most irritating to Luton Town, is the
lumping together of all synthetic pitches under the
same banner.

Once and for all, Luton Town's pitch is the only
one of its Kind in football; cannot be compared

~ with the first generation surfaces; and is the ONLY

pitch that meets the criteria laid down by the Sir
Walter Winterbottom Committee on pitch
standards for professional football. Our pitch,
according to those criteria, matches the very best
grass pitches. No other synthetic surface can make
that claim.

Come to think of it . . . how many grass pitches

can?
/)

7

‘Building for
You’

Specialists in:

® New self build homes
® Extensions

® Alterations

@ Conversions

® Maintenance

% Free estimates &
aduvice personal service

Contact:
Steve Gudgeon at:

eighton
Homes Ltdj

6, Sylvester Street, Heath and Reach,
Leighton Buzzard, LU7 OAH.

.Telephone: Heath and Reach 402
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ACTION REPLAY

fromthe

Our victory last Saturday over Sheffield
Wednesday consolidated our league position
and drew praise from the press for our
performance on a day when bad weather and
frozen pitches once again caused several
postponements. Here is a selection of the
comments from papers:

The Sunday Times: “The crusade of the
Leicester City officials against the perils of
plastic will have received no encouragement
from this match. The pitch was shorn of its
fleece of snow in the morning and emerged
as green as lettuce. Ten thousand people paid
to watch and two teams managed to ease the
League’s fixture problems.

“Sheffield Wednesday's hopes of ending in
the talent money took another knock its true
but after their lucky draw against Third
Division Derby in midweek they can hardly
blame the pitch for that. Wednesday were
ponderous, predictable, and never looked like

Coring.”

@ On a pitch “‘as green as lettuce’” )

The Sunday Telegraph: ““A powerful headed
goal by Mick Harford in the 16th minute gave
Luton victory over a workmanlike and
uninventive Sheffield Wednesday. No pitch,
artificial or otherwise, would have done
anything to improve their game.

“Apart from the match being played, there
was precious little to warm the cockles of
anybody's heart. Harford although his 18th
goal of the season was an excellent one had
a quiet game.”

Match-winner Harford

Daily Express: “Match-winner Mick Harford
was in the Luton treatment room on Sunday
battling to beat a thigh strain that threatened
him for the FA Cup replay at Arsenal. His 18th
goal of the season was enough to beat
Sheffield Wednesday and leave manager
David Pleat convinced the beefy striker can
force his way into England’'s World Cup
squad.”

Anglia

Television

Proud to serve
the
East of England.
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Alec Stock, our manager
between 1968 and 1972
when we won promotion
from the Third Division and
built a powerful Second
Division team, was also
once on the staff at
Highbury where he enjoyed
only a brief spell before
being lured to Roma in
Italy.

IN DAYS OF OLD . . .

A large crowd of about 2,000 enjoying a beautiful
fine and mild afternoon greeted the teams who
had fought without ultimate reward in an un-
finished match the previous week at Colchester.
Luton were leading there 3—2 when the match
was abandoned and this replay ordered. The
Foresters had travelled from Derby, staying over-
night at Bedford, and arrived at the Luton
ground soon after 1.00 pm. A heavy rainfall had
left the turf sodden, but not unplayable and a
light wind blew across the pitch.

Strong attack

Luton Kicked off and, within three minutes,
were in the lead. The goalkick provided them
with the chance to gain possession and they
made a strong attack on the left. It resulted in
a centre from Dimmock and a hard shot by
Galbraith which Cragg, the golakeeper manag-
ed to throw out.

Allen however was on the spot and he dashed
in to head a clever goal. Enthusiastic applause,
which was the order of the day, greeted his goal.

Pressed hard

The Luton team then pressed hard, forced
several corners and often seemed certain to
score. One report describe it thus: “The Luton for-
wards swarmed around the Foresters’ goalposts
... but the military custodian saved grandly,
though down on the ground.” Finally, against the
run of play, the visitors retaliated and gained
some reward.

Brown, Luton’s right winger, stopped a ball on
the touchline, but was adjudged to have allow-
ed it to go out. It was a decision with which few
people in the ground agreed. From the throw-in
the soldiers made a dazzling assault and from
Potter’s centre, Roberts scored with a smart shot
under the bar.

(continued on next page)

THE LUTON TOWN
STORY

TODAY'S big match fixture against our famous
north London rivals provides the perfect opportuni-
ty to dive onto the club’s history and reproduce
a few sections from the book to celebrate our
centenary, The Luton Town Story 1885-1985,
which is due out in its second edition very soon.

One of the most popular sections of the book is
that in which the author Timothy Collings produc-
ed match reports of several of the great games in
the club’s 100 years, starting with an FA Cup clash
with Sherwood Foresters in December 1893. That
report is reproduced here today to give present day
fans a taste for the past, alongside a section from
a later cup-tie played against West Ham in 1936.

The ideal gift

Both reports are featured of course in the
centenary history along with a fully-documented

record of the club. The book includes sketches of

the great players, pen pictures of the managers
and directors and a fully-researched statistical sec-
tion produced by club statistician Roger Wash.

It is the ideal gift for any Town fan, old or young,
and will doubtless be in great demand again. Make
sure you are one of the first to buy a copy if you
missed out last year.

Order your copy now
to avoid disappointment—
it's a book every supporter
will be proud to read.

John Ryan made 266
League appearances for
Luton between 1969 and
1976 after starting his
career as a professional at
Arsenal. He was club
captain and player of the
year and a great favourite
as an attacking right back.
He left for Norwich,
Seattle, Sheff Utd. and
Man City.

Peter Nicholas joined the |
Town in the last week of |
January 1985 and made his !
debut against Spurs at
Kenilworth Road. He began |

his career at Crystal Palace |
and joined Arsenal for

£400,000 in 1981. He
returned to Palace in 1983.

Half-time 1—1

The Foresters were first to
show in attack in the second half.
They forced a save from Bee in
the Luton goal, before Dimmock
centred at the other end for Allen.
The forward had a fine chance but
narrowly missed.

Luton were inspired for a spell
and soon after Gorton was
penalised for a foul on Galbraith,
dangerous as ever. Julian took the
Kick, but the ball landed in the net
untouched. Then Galbraith had a
chance of his own, but just miss-
ed the post with his shot.

Disappointment was brief for
the centre-forward, however, as

he quickly atoned for his miss
with a grand single handed run
which completely tricked his op-
ponents and he shot a goal which
proved to be a winner. This was

only 11 minutes after the

interval.

High excitement

It was high excitement. Luton
made further determined assaults
on the visitors' goal, one ending
with Galbraith offside, then
Roberts fouled Finlayson badly
and Bourke, the referee caution-
ed him, at the same time telling
all the players he would send off

the next man who used foul
tactics.

After this, the Foresters broke
away again and Roberts scored,
but Potter was ruled previously
offside in the move. Luton had to
battle through, surviving several
scrapes, to qualify for the com-
petition proper with their narrow
win.

Luton Town: E. Bee, J. Wilston,
W. Chesher, J. Watkins, J. W.
Julian, A. H. Taylor, W. Brown, J.
Finlayson, H. Galbraith, F. Allen,
J. Dimmock.

Match played December 23rd,
1893: FA Cup fourth round
replay.

Mike Newell fires in a shot at Highbury when the Town were beaten 2—1 in a fierce match.
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1965-86 SEASON

Canon League Division One
PW D L F AW D L F APts
1Everton ..... 31 12 2 242 15 8 3 4 29 20 65
2 Manchester U. 30 10 3 226 6 8 2 5 26 18 59
3 Liverpool .... 31 11 4 136 13 5 5 5 23 21 57
4 Chelsea...... 27 11 1 227 14 5 5 3 18 15 54
5 WestHam ... 26 9 2 128 10 6 4 4 14 14 51
6 LutonTown .. 31 9 5 127 8 5 4 7 2125 51
7 Nottingham F. 29 8 2 52820 6 2 6 24 22 46
8 Arsenal...... 2710 3 120 9 3 4 6 12 21 46
9 Sheffield Wed 29 8 4 22522 5 3 7 19 23 46
10 Newcastle.... 29 8 3 326 19 4 6 5 16 24 45
11 Manchester C. 31 7 5 421 19 4 3 8 15 22 41
12 Watford . . . .. 27 9 2 23014 2 4 8 16 29 39
13 Tottenham ... 30 7 1 7 3020 4 4 7 12 18 38
14 Southampton . 30 10 4 2 28 11 0 3 11 10 30 37
15 Coventry City. 31 4 4 827 30 5 4 6 16 24 35
16 QPR .. ... .. 30 8 3 42112 2 1 12 10 33 34
17 Oxford Utd... 30 5 4 523 18 2 4 10 22 39 29
18 Leicester City. 28 4 7 32522 2 2 10 12 29 27
19 Ipswich Town. 28 4 4 6 13 18 3 1 10 9 22 26
20 Aston Villa... 29 2 6 6 1518 3 4 9 16 27 25
21 Birmingham C. 30 5 1 10 11 17 2 3 9 10 25 25
22 West Brom... 30 2 4 81327 1 3 12 12 41 16
League table as March 4th, 1986

LEAGUE, and CUP APPEARANCES and

GOALSCORERS

League Milk Cup FA Cup

App Gls App Gls App Gls
T. Breacker ...26 3 2
A. Dibble . .... 7
M. Donaghy .. .31 3 4
P. Elliott ..
S. Foster 2 3 4
A. Grimes (1)
M. Harford 16 2 4 2
R.Hill ....... 2 3 1 4 2
R. Johnson . . 1 2
P. Nicholas . . . .30 2 4
E. Nwajiobi ...17(1) 4 3 1
G. Parker . .. 1 (1)
D. Preece ..... 1 2 1 4 1
B.Stein . .t 14 3 1 3 1
M. Thomas 1 2 4
M. Stein....... 1
L. Sealey ..... 24 3 4
M. North ... .. 9(3) 3 1 1 4 1
R. Daniel ..... 1(2) 1
A King .. o s 2 1
S. North...... 1
M. Newell .... 6 3
Own goal .. ... 1 1

Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Sept
Sept
Sept

Sept
Oct
Oct
Oct
Oct

April
April
April
April
April
May

il
21
24
27
31

14
21
24
28

12
19
26
29

16
23
30

14
21
26
28

11
18
25

15
22

15
22
29
1
3
12
19
26
3

Nottingham Forest
Newcastle United
West Ham United
Arsenal

Aston Villa

Chelsea

Everton  °

Queens Park Rangers
Sheffield United (MC 2r 11)
Sheffield Wednesday
Ipswich Town
Manchester United
Sheffield Utd (MC 2r 21) '
Oxford United
Southampton
Liverpool

Norwich City (MC 3rd)
Birmingham City
Tottenham Hotspur
Coventry City
Watford

Manchester City
Newcastle United
Nottingham Forest
West Ham United
West Bromwich Albion
Ipswich Town
Leicester City

Crystal Palace (FAC3)
Chelsea

Aston Villa

Bristol R. (FAC4)
Arsenal

Southampton

Arsenal (FAC5)
Queens Park Rangers
Sheffield Wednesday
Arsenal (FAC5-replay)
Arsenal (FAC5-replay)

‘Manchester United (FAC6)

Oxford United

Everton

Leicester City

West Bromwich Albion
Birmingham City (FAC s/f)
Tottenham Hotspur
Coventry City

Watford

Manchester City

11,381
21,304
14,104
10,012
10,524
10,720
26,419
9,508
8,943
17,887
- 8,553
17,454
5,660
10,626
8,876
31.488
8,202
8,550
19,163
9,607
16,107
10,096
10,319
12,078
14,599
12,508
15,604
10,917
9,886
21,102
10.217
12,463
22,326
13,740
15,799
16,252
10,206
26,547
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Dibble
Dibble
Dibble
Dibble
Dibble
Dibble
Dibble
Sealey
Sealey
Sealey
Sealey
Sealey
Sealey
Sealey
Sealey
Sealey
Sealey
Sealey
Sealey
Sealey
Sealey
Sealey
Sealey
Sealey
Sealey
Sealey
Sealey
Sealey
Sealey
Sealey
Sealey
Sealey
Sealey
Sealey
Sealey
Sealey
Sealey
Sealey

Breacker Thomas Nicholas
Thomas Grimes Nicholas
Johnson R. | Thomas Nicholas
Breacker Thomas Nicholas
Breacker Thomas Nicholas
Johnson R. | Thomas Nicholas
| Breacker Thomas Nicholas
Breacker Thomas Nicholas
Breacker Thomas Nicholas
Breacker Thomas Nicholas*
| Breacker Thomas Nicholas
Breacker Thomas Nicholas
Breacker Thomas Nicholas
Breacker Thomas Nicholas
Breacker Thomas Nicholas
Breacker Johnson R. | Daniel
Breacker Johnson R.* | Daniel
Breacker Thomas Nicholas
Breacker Thomas Nicholas
Breacker*® Thomas Nicholas
Breacker Thomas1 Nicholas
Breacker Thomas Nicholas
Breacker Thomas Nicholas
Breacker Thomas Nicholas
Breacker Thomas Nicholas
Breacker Thomas Nicholas
Breacker Thomas Nicholas
Breacker Thomas Nicholas
Breacker Thomas Nicholas
Breacker Thomas Nicholas
Breacker Thomas Nicholas
Breacker Thomas Nicholas
Breacker Thomas Nicholas
Breacker Thomas Nicholas
Johnson R. | Thomas Nicholas
Johnson R. | Thomas Nicholas
Johnson R. | Thomas Nicholas
Johnson R. | Thomas Nicholas
MC = Milk Cup FAC=Fa Cup

Foster
Elliott
Elliott
Parker
Johnson R.*
Foster
Foster
Foster1
Foster
Foster
Foster
Foster
Foster
Foster
Foster
Foster1
Foster
Foster
Foster
Foster
Foster
Elliott
Foster
Foster
Foster
Foster
North S.
Foster
Foster
Foster
Foster
Foster
Foster
Foster
Foster
Foster
Foster
Foster

Donaghy
Donaghy
Donaghy
Donaghy
Donaghy
Donaghy
Donaghy
Donaghy
Donaghy
Donaghy
Donaghy
Donaghy
Donaghy
Donaghy
Donaghy
Donaghy
Dongahy
Donaghy
Donaghy
Donaghy
Donaghy
Donaghy
Donaghy
Donaghy
Donaghy
Donaghy
Donaghy
Donaghy
Donaghy
Donaghy
Donaghy
Donaghy
Donaghy
Donaghy
Donaghy
Donaghy
Donaghy
Donaghy

Hill* Stein B.1 Harford Nwajiobi
Parker Stein B. Harford1 Nwajiobi1
Parker Stein B. Harford1 Nwajiobi
Hill Stein B.1 Harford Nwajiobi1
Hill Stein B.1 Harford Nwajiobi
Hill Stein B. Harford1 Nwajiobi
Hill* Stein B. Harford Nwajiobi
Hill Stein B. Harford1 Stein M.
Hill Stein B.1 Harford Nwajiobi1
Hill Stein B. Harford2 Nwajiobi
Hill Stein B. Harford Nwajiobi1
Hill Stein B.1 North M.* Nwajiobi
Hill1 Stein B. North M.1 | Nwajiobi
Hill Stein B.1 Harford Nwajiobi
Hill1 Stein B.3 Harford Nwajiobi1
HIll Stein B Harford1 Nwajiobi
Hill Stein B Harford Nwajiobi
Hill Stein B.1 Harford1 Nwajiobi
Hill1 Stein B.1 Harford1 Nwajiobi
Hill Stein B Harford Nwajiobi
Hill Stein B. Harford Nwajiobi
Hill Stein B.2 Harford Nwajiobi*
Hill Stein B. Harford1 King*
Parker Stein B. Harford King*

Hill Stein B. Harford North M.
Hill Stein B. Harford1 North M.1
Hill Stein B. Harford North M.1
Hill Stein B. Harford3 North M.
Hill Stein B.1 Harford North M.
Hill Stein B Newell North M.
Hill Stein B.1 Newell1 North M.
Hiil1 Stein B. Harford1 North M.1
Hill Stein B. Harford1 Newell *
Hill Stein B.1 Harford Newell1
Hill1 Stein B.” Harford1 North M.
Hill Newell1 Harford North M.
Hill Newell Harford1 North M.
Hill King Harford North M.

Preece
Preece
Preece
Preece
Preece
Preece*
Preece
Preece
Preece
Preece
Preece
Preece
Preece1
Preece
Preece1
Preece*
Parker
Preece
Preece
Preece
Preece
Preece
Preece
Preece
Preece
Preece
Preece
Preece
Preecet
Preece
Grimes
Preece
Preece
Preece
Preece
Preece
Preece
Preece

Leading League and Cup goalscorers

31—Lineker (Everton)

22—Newell (Luton—19 for Wigan)
21—Dixon (Chelsea), Aldridge (Oxford)
20—McAvennie (West Hamj), Ruch (Liverpool)
18—Harford (Luton), Walsh (Liverpool)
17—Speedie (Chelsea)

(up to March 4th)

*Indicates player substituted ® Substitute used Home fixtures in bold

Scorers name in bold

adidas
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Photos by
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Photography
Luton 418025

Editor:
Robert Alexander

Parker ®
North M.
North M.
Grimes
Parker ®
Elliott®
Parker®
Nwajiobi ®
Elliott
Elliott®
Parker
Elliott®
Elliott
North M.
Daniel1®
Grimes ®
Grimes ®
Grimes
Elliott
Parker®
Daniel +
Daniel ®
North M.1e
North M. @
King
Johnson R.
Johnson R.
King
Johnson R.
Daniel
King

King +
Northe
Johnson R.
Parker ®
Breacker
Daniel
Grimes

+0wn goal




Vauxhall Teamcheck.

Laton Town @Arsenal

1 Les Sealey 1 John Lukic

2 Rob Johnson 2 Viv Anderson
3 Mitchell Thomas 3 Kenny Sansom
4 Peter Nicholas 4 Steve Williams
‘5 Steve Foster 5 David O’'Leary
6 Mal Donaghy 6 Martin Keown
7 Ricky Hill 7 lan Allinson

8 Andy King 8 David Rocastle
9 Mick Harford 9 Charlie Nicholas
10 Marc North 10 Paul Mariner
11 David Preece 11 Graham Rix
Sub Sub

Referee: A. GUNN (Burgess Hill)

Linesmen: H. HAMPSHIRE (Red Flag) M. J. TAYLOR (Yellow Flag)

5 forwards in the box?
No wonder it beats the opposition.

The 126 mph Astra GTE.

FEe

BAC WORLOWIDE
RESOUS
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