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27 George Street, Luton :
Name of the professional house seller 70-72 Ket:‘t':‘:"th Road

ARNDALE CENTRE
Tel: 411622

Chairman: Denis Mortimer

Directors:
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G“‘YEMA’ NE R. J. Smith, J. R. Smith (Executive)
D. J. Pleat (Team Manager)

\ R. L. Banks, D. J. Evans, E. S. Pearson
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1 President: T. Hodgson
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Vice Presidents:
o J. A. C. Bain (Deputy President)
2 Sir Reginald Pearson OBE,

nar | 27 : / A. G. Berry, J. B. Brent, C. Bygrave,
sank | & = B. Cole, B. England, N. S. Fookes,
XiLroy C. Holloway, |. E. Holmes,

H ROAD. LEAGRAVE

CUTON L3 50w C. J. Evans, R. Larkinson,

cccccc

TELEPHONE (0582) 597671

L Gins L. Leppington, Eric Morcambe OBE,

BAl
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e | R. Safranek, E. Waller, R. Unwin

LAND

Branch Office at: Administration:

27 George Street, 212 Marsh Road, Leag‘_[ave’ General Secretary: Graham MacKrell
Luton LUI 2AF Luton LU3 2QW Club Secretary: John Wilkinson
Telephone: (0582) 456622 Telephone: (0582) 597671 Commercial Manager:

100% mortgages arranged, subject to status.

Projects and Advertising Executive:
Mike Beevor

FREE VALUATION Catering Manager: Ciive Hustwitt

Development Executive:

VERY PROMINENT OFFICES | o
EXTENSIVE ADVERTISING BUDGET [t iy

Photographer: Gareth Owen

LARGE TRAINED STAFF 'J —
NO SALE NO FEE Daii Conies o sl and

Trevor Hartley

OWN MORTGAGE DEPARMNT Physiotherapist: John Sheridan

Doctor: W. A. C. Berry MBBS

Own professional department exclusively carrying out ket enayines plese st
structural surveys RICS house buyers reports and is obtainable from our 24-hour
answering service — Telephone Luton
33010

valuations for all purposes in Luton and surrounding areas.
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KIRK STEPHENS

MITCHELL THOMAS

BRIAN HORTON

PAUL ELLIOTT
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RICKY HILL

BRIAN STEIN

PAUL WALSH
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QPR

PETER HUCKER -
WARREN NEILL '
IAN DAWES

GARY WADDOCK

STEVE WICKS

TERRY FENWICK

MIKE FILLERY

IAN STEWART

JEREMY CHARLES

SIMON STAINROD
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11 JOHN GREGORY
12 Arcsn/
Referee: N. MIDGLEY (Salford) Linesmen: M. K. BULLIVANT(Red Flag) P. COX (Yellow Flag)
Today’s Match is sponsored by: ,
CHAMBERLAIN CURTAINS T?;’;’g;,,ﬁﬁ:‘:dhb‘z?"
KILROY ESTATE AGENTS
INTERNATIONAL PAINTS ROGER WHEATFILL

3



Avehicle for everybusiness.
You'll find Bedfords working
in just about every business you
can think of. That's because we
offer a vast range of vehicles from
light vans to heavy-duty trucks to
keep the wheels of British
industry turning. And, if you came
to the match by coach, the chances
are that also was a Bedford.

TRAVIS & ARNC

BEDFORD

- Adealerround every corner.

You'll find a Bedford dealer is
never far away. Helll help you
choose the vehicles that best suit
your business needs; hell advise
you on our special leasing, insur-
ance and warranty schemes; and
hell maintain your Bedfords in
peak condition throughout their
long working life.

Because, giving our customers
what they need, when they need it,
is what Bedford business
means.

¥

We welcome QPR here today with the knowledge that
it is difficult to recall a poor game between the two
clubs. Let us hope the game is as good as previous en-
counters.

It was disappointing to return pointless from
Southampton after doing so well the previous week
against Liverpool. There are no easy games in the

First Division, and to do well you need the right

balance of experience, consistency and depth of
squad. Having been pleased with the results in the first
third of the season, I have been disappointed with our
results during the second third. Now, we need a big ef-
fort for the most important final third, which we begin
today. :

Hopefully, our injury position is looking brighter —
David Moss returned in the Reserves last Saturday
and will soon be back in contention for a place. One
setback has been a knee injury to Rob Johnson, whom
we anticipated would be a challenger for a place this
season. Rob is ‘Mr Unlucky’ at the moment, but we
wish him a quick recovery from his operation.

Two players have won deserved recognition recent-
ly. It is many a long day — probably as far back as
Baynham and Owen — since Luton Town have pro-
vided two players in a full England international
squad. Whether they played or not in France, I am
sure both Brian Stein and Paul Walsh can establish
themselves at this highest level. They have given their
all for the team this season. Had we had more ex-
perience and balance on our side to overcome the
absence of David Moss and lately Ricky Hill, their
talents would have shone through more. Good luck to
them.

We are delighted to have Ricky Hill back in the side
after his hamstring problem. As he gains match
fitness he will show the qualities which make him an
outstanding player.

Many supporters have written to me about two
issues recently. First, are we going to sell our best
players, or are we going to buy? Second, where do you
and the team really stand on the ground issue?

We hope to retain every player who can help con-
tribute to a successful team. Also, if we can see a deal
which will improve the team, we have a duty to you,
our supporters, to try and raise the finance. Regarding
the proposed move, the Board have tried everything
to work out something suitable within Luton, but have
been blocked. They have a duty to find an alternative.
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I want the players to play in a ground to be proud of
where people will come and enjoy watching.

My post bag suggests, and I am sure it is right, that
hooliganism is the biggest problem. If a policeman
near you needs a nudge to spot an idiot, give him a
nudge — after all, they are being paid for protecting
law abiding citizens. We must make greater attempts
to rid football of this plague, the court sentences
should be punishment not rehabilitation.

I hope today’s game gives us plenty to talk about,
and is full of good football and goals. We must be
positive in our attitudes.

Enjoy your afternoon.




MEMBERS
OF THE

KENILWORTH
SUIT

MR D. SAVAGE
BEDFORD COMMERCIAL VEHICLES, LUTON

MR A. G. BERRY FCCA, CHAIRMAN
BLUE ARROW GROUP SERVICES LTD
5 LONDON ROAD, ST ALBANS, HERTS

BRENGREEN HOLDINGS PLC
61 CHEAPSIDE, LONDON EC2V 6AX

GARY CHAMBERLAIN
GARY CHAMBERLAIN WINDOW FASHIONS, UNIT 7,
BEAUMONT WORKS, SUTTON ROAD, ST. ALBANS, HERTS.
TEL: ST. ALBANS 62577
MR P. COOPER
CLEANDUSTRIAL SERVICES LTD, PALMERS GREEN, LONDON N13
TEL: 01-882 4626

FILMERGRAPHIC ASSOCIATES LTD
PRINTERS AND PHOTOTYPESETTERS
BAINSON HOUSE, ALTON ROAD, LUTON, BEDS.
TEL: LUTON 36407

FINE STAMPS LTD
BILTON WAY, LUTON, BEDS. TEL: LUTON 36761
MR N. S. FOOKES
N. S. FOOKES GROUP, (PLANT FACILITIES) LTD
PROGRESS HOUSE, PROGRESS WAY, LUTON BEDS.

MR E. FOUNTAIN
VAUXHALL MOTORS, LUTON
BRIAN E. HANDSCOMBE (LIFE & PENSIONS BROKER)
48 ALMA STREET, LUTON. TEL: LUTON 425921/4

MR I. E. HOLMES, IVOR HOLMES LTD
82-88 MARSH ROAD, LUTON, TEL: LUTON 56622
MR C. J. HUDSON, E. W. HUDSON (HOLDINGS) LTD
6 UNION STREET, LUTON, TEL: LUTON 36881

RICHARD C. LARKINSON, (BALDOCK) LTD
TWENTY PENCE ROAD, COTTENHAM, CAMBS.

MARK JAMES (SALVAGE) LTD
GRANGE HOUSE, 10 COMPTON AVENUE, LUTON BEDS.
TEL: LUTON 503777

MARSHALLS OF LUTON GROUP, MARSHALL CHAMBERS
MILL STREET, LUTON LU1 2NN, TEL: 429933
IAN C. CHEVERALLS
OPALVALE GROUP
-189 WALLER AVENUE, LUTON, BEDS. TEL: LUTON 56122
MR & MRS S. J. PEARSON
55 LUTON ROAD, WILSTEAD, BEDFORDSHIRE JK45 3ET

DR & MRS G. L. PLESTER
9 BRIARS CLOSE, NUNEATON, WARWICKSHIRE

NIGEL TERRY, PRIORY FARM FOODS
81-83 PETERS STREET, BEDFORD, TEL: 0234 60372

MR A. HUNTER
RAVENMERE LTD. ALLRIC HOUSE, 21 FARLEY HILL, LUTON
TEL: LUTON 32640

RICHARDSON & BOTTOMS LTD
105-107 BISCOT ROAD, LUTON, BEDS. TEL: LUTON 35421/5

RICHMOND ELECTRONICS
(MARKYATE) LTD
HICKS ROAD, MARKYATE, HERTS. TEL: LUTON 840761
ROBINSON METAL (LUTON) LTD
CALEB CLOSE, 464 DUNSTABLE ROAD, LUTON, BEDS.
TEL: LUTON 53866

MR R. S. SAFRANEK
NEAHURST LTD
LONDON ROAD, LOWER STONDON, HITCHIN
TEL: HITCHIN 94-813545
MR. W. POWERS
SHAW & KILBURN OF LUTON
540-550 DUNSTABLE ROAD, LUTON, BEDS
WEBBEX LTD
THISTLE ROAD, WINDMILL ROAD TRADING ESTATE, LUTON, BEDS.
TEL: 457222
MR R. W. UNWIN
R. W. UNWIN & CO. LTD
PROSPECT PLACE, WELWYN HERTS. TEL: WELWYN 6441
WALLSPAN BEDROOMS
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, MAULDEN ROAD, FLITWICK, BEDS.

I TEL: FLITWICK 713621

MR & MRS P. LAYCOCK
11 THE AVENUE, FLITWICK, BEDS.

Scene on One.

Scene on One..Scene on One
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LEADERS GET
THE JITTERS . . .

By Tony Pullein

Liverpool manager Joe Fagan praised Luton’s tac-
tics but described his own team’s performance at
Kenilworth Road as ‘our worst of the season’. And,
after dropping two points in another goalless draw
in their previous away game at Sunderland, Liver-
pool were not looking quite so invincible as they
had done earlier in the season.

In normal circumstances Liverpool, trying to
complete a hat-trick of League Championships,
might have been punished more severely. But their
closest challengers, Nottingham Forest and Man-
chester United, have also been showing signs of the
jitters.

Manchester United managed to draw away to
bottom club Wolves only because of a late goal
from Norman Whiteside and that gave United their
fifth draw in six away games. Manager Ron Atkin-
son had been complaining about his team’s lack of
the killer punch, and pointing out that many of
their drawn matches should have been won, but
they were still kept well in control by the home side
at Molineux.

The unusual thing about United’s record this

season is that they have been beaten only once
away from home — at Southampton (0-3) back in
September — in League matches. ‘But we have
drawn eight of our away games and if only we had
won a few more of those we could have been in a
commanding lead at the top by now,” complained
Atkinson.
@® Forest, who dropped points in a 1-1 draw at
Sunderland, can scarcely be said to have faltered
as they went to Roker Park with five successive
away wins behind them. But they found
Sunderland in uncomprimising mood and seemed
to be heading for defeat when defender Gordon
Chisholm gave the home side the lead in the 73rd
minute. It needed a goal from right-back Viv
Anderson to earn them a point.

CHALLENGERS

Despite their slip at Sunderland, Forest now look
the most likely challengers for Liverpool’s crown.
Coming away from Roker Park, Forest looked back
on a run of only one defeat in 11 League games,
and that one reverse was by Liverpool. Indeed,
Forest surrendered all six points to Liverpool this
season and, in the final reckoning, that could prove
critical.

@® The club waiting most patiently in the wings, as
the main challengers falter, is Queens Park
Rangers, who come to Kenilworth Road today. Six
of their first seven League games of 1984 were

played on their controversial Omniturf pitch but, at
the end of that sequence, Rangers were not so sure
that it had given them much advantage.

They won only three of those home games, drew
twice — against Manchester United and West Ham
— and lost to Nottingham Forest. During that spell
they won their only away First Division game at
Arsenal (2-0).

With the leaders all looking a little vulnerable,
Rangers must be in with a chance of winning the
League Championship for the first time and thus
gaining compensation for their experience in 1976.
When they had completed their fixtures that
season, QPR led Liverpool by one point but the
Reds still had one game to play.

Rangers remained in suspense for ten days before
Liverpool travelled to Wolves for their final game
and, when Wolves led 1-0 at half-time, they began
to believe the Championship Shield would be going
to Shepherds Bush. But Liverpool, in character-
istic style, hit back with late goals to win 3-1.

BETTER CHANCE

QPR fans have never forgotten that but now they
have a better chance than ever of gaining revenge.
@® Southampton, of course, could also come into
the reckoning though they seem more intent upon
reaching Wembley at the moment. The Saints,
drawn away for the third round in succession, sur-
vived a hairy first-half at Blackburn to win 1-0 with
a superbly taken goal by David Armstrong.

After that, Southampton were quoted as 5-2
favourites to win the FA Cup but Lawrie
McMenemy has been trying to hedge his bets. ‘I
want to finish high enough in the League to qualify
for the UEFA Cup,’ he says. ‘Anything can happen
in the FA Cup’.

But Southampton were looking as fragile as
most of the other contenders, looking back on only
one win — at Wolves (1-0) — in six First Division
outings. :

So, with West Ham so shattered by injuries, the
Championship race — once considered to be Liver-
pool’s for the asking — has become more open
than it has been for many years.’
® Indeed, the Hatters must have a reasonable
chance, as have Spurs and Norwich. Tottenham
were ravaged by injuries earlier in the season but
they have come good at the right time. And striker
Steve Archibald, with four goals in four matches,
has come right back into form. Manchester United
had been hoping to sign him but Spurs rejected
their improved offer of almost £450,000 because
they feel that, if he maintains his form, they may be
able to obtain twice that figure from an Italian club
at the end of the season.

REPLACEMENT 4
® Spurs have a ready-made replacement for
Archibald in Alan Brazil, another Scottish interna-
tional. But Brazil, signed from Ipswich for

RON ATKINSON PAUL MARINER
£500,000 almost a year ago, is not happy at White
Hart Lane and he might welcome a move before
the March transfer deadline unless he is given some
undertaking that he will have the chance to regain
his first team place.

At the moment it seems that Spurs may be an-
ticipating losing Archibald at the end of the season
and, with the resultant vacancy likely to occur in
their attack, Brazil might just be persuaded to stay.
® Norwich City, who reached the fifth round of
both Cups, made a disappointing exit from the FA
Cup at Derby, third from bottom in the Second
Division. But the Canaries, who had been confident
of getting to Wembley, still have a chance to
salvage something in the League. If they don’t win
the Championship, then they should certainly
finish in their highest-ever position.

So far their best was tenth place in 1975-76.

The thing that could wreck Norwich’s hopes is

their away form. When they lost 0-2 at QPR they

looked back on a run of five away games and no
goals, scarcely Championship form.

® At the other end of the table, Wolves and Notts
County seem to be moving steadily towards the Se-
cond Division. Wolves did well to draw 1-1 with
Manchester United but they had managed only one
win in six games and it is one or two three-point
successes that they really need if they are to have
any hope of escaping the drop.

Notts County moved into the sixth round of the
FA Cup for the first time in 29 years but, with no
win in nine League games, their chances of remain-
ing in the First Division were diminishing. The last
time County appeared in round six of the FA Cup
they were drawn at home to Third Division York
City and lost 0-1.
® Arsenal’s caretaker-manager Don Howe cannot
be feeling too secure. The Gunners were held to a
1-1 home draw by Aston Villa and that meant they
had won only once in ten games since Christmas.
And that included an FA Cup defeat at Second
Division Middlesbrough.

The Gunners included England centre-forward
Paul Mariner, a £150,000 signing from Ipswich, in

the Villa match but he was given few opportunities

to show his shooting power. Even Tony Woodcock,
who scored five times at Villa Park earlier in the
season, was well subdued.

Indeed, Arsenal are still in danger of having to
fight to avoid the third relegation place unless they

can string together a few wins.




GARY PARKER -
CAREER RECORD

When Gary Parker was spotted playing for the Ox-
fordshire Youth side, his form was good enough to
convince the Luton scouts that he had a future at
Kenilworth Road.

He signed apprentice professional forms in June
1982 and made such rapid progress that he was of-
fered a full contract 10 months later and made his
first team debut at Manchester United towards the
end of last season when we were fighting to avoid
relegation.

A midfield player with good vision, Gary came
into the first team again this season and scored at
Wolves.

There is little doubt Gary has a fine future in the
game — a prediction emphasised by the fact that
he was selected for the England Youth shadow
team for their tour of Denmark during the close
season.

FOOTBALL LEAGUE
82-83 83-84 Goals
Manchester United 1
QPR
Birmingham
Arsenal

Wolves
Aston Villa

Watford
TOTAL

REACH FOR THE STARS!

II*:\'_EFAI\ZITETE - AND LET US GET YOUR SPRING
ADVANCE M4  ENTERTAINMENT OFF TO A FLYING START!

BOX
Steeleye Span Kathryn Grayson and Tony
OFFICE ' The Karen Kay Show. Martin in Concert ;
? Guests Barley April The Dubliners
HATF' ELD i Chris Barber’s Jazz & Blues Alan Price
Band. Guest Ottilie Patterson The Belgrade Strings
71 21 7 B Klaus Wunderlich Howard Keel
Stu Francis and the
Crackerjack Show




L
U
A
C
H
R
E
P
0
R

WAS YOURS AN INSIDE JOB?

GLAZING REPAIRS & GLASS SUPPLIES

LUTON TOWN 3 WEST HAM 1
South East Counties

TEAM: Dunn, Davies, Devine,
Driscoll, Cooke, McEvoy, Blake,
Oldfield, O’Brien, Ellisdon, Reynolds.
Subs: Doughty, Ager.

SCORERS: Oldfield, Ellisdon,
McEvoy.

We started quite brightly but, as
the half wore on, we lost our way as
we were not passing the ball well
enough. As the game was not going
as we wanted it to, we started to
doubt ourselves and did not make
good angles to receive the ball from
teammates.

As a result, the game became
scrappy and a little physical, and we
did not appear to relish the hard work
to change the course of the game
again.

Inside a few minutes we went one
down from a corner kick just after
half-time when we failed to pick up at-
tackers. This goal seems to make us
more determined and we brought on
a sub to give us a boost from fresh
legs. We soon hit an equaliser from a
scramble in the goalmouth and
although they appealed for offside,
the linesman’s flag stayed down.

Bringing on our second sub to keep
the momentum going, we then went
on to score two more goals to clinch a
victory, both scored by midfield
players, supporting our attacks.

Our second-half performance was a
lot better than the first in commit-
ment and application and both our
subs made good contributions to our

. victory with goals from Oldfield,

Ellisdon and McEvoy.

TOTTENHAM 2 LUTON TOWN 1
South East Counties

TEAM: Morgan, Davies, Devine,
Burke, Cooke, McEvoy, Ager,
Doughty, Oldfield, Ellisdon,
Reynolds. Subs: O’Brien, Covington.

Although we thought we had the
best of the first-half we failed to take
any of our chances to score.
However, it was a patchy perfor-
mance and there seemed to be a few
of our players who were being too
respectful and fearful of a team no
better than ourselves.

Collectively we played with little
pattern but now and again an in-
dividual player produced a skill which
made me hope that it might give his
teammates a lift.

At the start of the second-half we
missed a very good chance to

equalise and our confidence took a -

downward turn. It was fairly even but
we could not produce a good com-
bination move or cross or through
pass to produce the necessary goal.

Worse was to come as we tried to
play offside and the flag never went up
and Spurs ran on to score to put the
game beyond us.

All credit to the spirit of the lads
who now seemed to pull together and
our best spell of the game produced a
rousing finish in which we snatched a
goal and had an equaliser disallowed
for offside.

It’s a pity we waited so late in the

game before adding a bit of spirit and ‘

passion into our play.

If we had done so at the beginning
the result could easily have been
reversed.

| PATIO DOOR & WINDOW INSTALLATIONS =/~ ;
DOUBLE GLAZING (SECONDARY AND SEALED UNITS) / 11\

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR DECORATORS

For Domestic and Commercial enquiries contact Luton 53025/597505

GLAZING & DECORATING
J. Sapsworth Limited
92 Marsh Road. Luton, Bedfordshire LU3 2NL
Telephone: Luton (0582) 53025/597505
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THE MASCOT

MATTHEW ROUSE

There is always plenty of activity to in-
volve our Junior Hatters, sponsored
jointly by Chiltern Radio and the
Herald.

Chiltern Radio’s pre-match Pop
Spot gives our young supporters the
opportunity to win one of the station’s
prizes while the Junior Hatters col-
umn appears every week in the
Herald.

Junior Hatters president Ricky Hill
is always willing to promote the club’s
interest for the benefit of our younger

supporters who can watch games,

from their own exclusive section at
the side of the Enclosure.

If you want further details of how to
obtain membership, call in at our
Kenilworth Road commercial office
after the match.

MASCOT

Matthew Rouse of Harpenden is nine
and attends The Lea Primary School,
Harpenden. He plays football for Lea
Primary and 4th Harpenden Cubs.
His interests are football, swimming,
chess and snooker.

ESCORTS
Trevor Reay of Dunstable is 13 and is
a pupil at Northfields Upper School,
Dunstable. He plays football for
Northfields ‘b’ team and his interests
are football, computer and music.
Daniel King of Harlington is nine
and attends Harlington Lower
School. His interests are chess, foot-

_ball training, reading and stamp col-

lecting.

Martin Rattigan from Sundon
Park is 13 and a pupil at Cardinal
Newman School. He plays football
for scouts and his interests are foot-
ball, darts, and motor racing.

Nigel Andrews of Luton attends St
Joseph’s Junior School. He plays
football for St Joseph’s Hawks and his
other interests include cricket.

THE ESCORTS

TREVOR REAY

DANIEL KING

MARTIN RATTIGAN

At

NIGEL ANDREWS

runior hatlers

JUNIOR HATTERS SPONSORED BY THE HERALD AND CHILTERN RADIO

Herald

just a friend dropping in

- FOR MORE
INFORMATION
RING

LUTON 415061

CHILTERN RADIO
BRINGS YOU ALL
THE SPORTS NEWS

4|||||"||I 792}
828 1[I

Chiltern

FOLLOW YOUR
SPORT WITH
CHILTERN RADIO
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Be in the Top League this season with

LUTON TOWN

and

You can see the full range of
Wallspan luxury fitted bedrooms on
display at your local Wallspan
Showroom. So don’t take our word
call in and check the quality and price
for yourself. We have been designing
-and manufacturing furniture for over
20 years. After all, when you are
spending between £400 and £1,400
we think you should see what you are
getting before you buy and not place
an order from a pretty picture or
model.

The only
place to go for
real fitted Bedroom
Furniture

You know the score with Wallspan
* FREEINSTALLATION
* FREE HOME PLANNING

READERS

LETTERS

Dear Sir, I am wondering if
anyone can help a fellow
Luton supporter. I want to
obtain a video recording of
Luton’s game against Man-
chester United and, in
return, am prepared to ex-
change a recording of Aber-
deen’s Super Cup game
against Hamburg or the
European Cup Final
against Juventus. Alter-
natively, I am prepared to
offer three hours of Scot-
tish Premier Division ac-
tion.
Steven Cummings
98 Salton Crescent
Whitfield, Dundee
Scotland

Dear Sir, I am a collector of
ground lapel badges and in
an effort to fill some gaps in
my collection, I would be
grateful if you would print the
following plea in your future

programme for a lapel badge
of Luton Town Supporters
Club which features the Town
crest.

I can offer cash or other
badges in exchange. Thank
you for your help.

John McAllister
55 Cleveley Park
Belfast BT8 4NB

Dear Sir, I have a number of
Luton home and away pro-
grammes for sale. Anyone in-
terested in buying them
should send an SAE to me at
the address below.
Paul Fealey
30 Redbrook Street
Tuebrook, Liverpool

Dear Sir, I was wondering if
anyone at the club could help
me. | wasn’t allowed to go to
the the Manchester City
match at the end of last
season, and I also missed it
when it was later shown on
‘Match of the Day’. So, if you
know of any way I could get
to see the film, I would be
grateful.
dJuliet Gordar
36 Cainhoe Road
Clophill, Beds.

Dear Mr Wilkinson, I would
like to thank you very much
for the help you gave to me
and my wife. Your contact

with the PFA resulted in them
sending me £100 — ‘Thank

>

you’.
C. A. Corten

18 Tynewydd Avenue
Pontnewydd

Cumbran, Gwent

Dear Sir, I have been a col-
lector of Luton home pro-
grammes for many years and
have only a handful of omis-
sions from 1954-55 to date.

I have one or two queries
about certain programmes,
however, and I write to you in
the hope that someone might
be able to provide answers
from their files. My queries
are:

1. 1960-61 v Liverpool.
1961-2 v Rotherham, both
League cup-ties. Were the
programmes for these games
full issues or single sheet
types.
2. 1973-74 v Notts County
(League), Port Vale (FA Cup).
Were these single sheets or
even no programme at all. (I
seem to remember there were
production problems with
programmes due to the
power strike.)
D. J. Craddock
13 Ditchling Close
Stopsley
Luton LU2 8JR

 Building houses to make homes in

at

Walls;{an

Bedrooms

SHOWROOMS THROUGHOUT THE UK

-

Bramingham Road, Luton
Parkside, Houghton Regis
Wallington Rise, Baldock

Two Mile Ash, Milton Keynes
Church Green, Bletchley

Kimbolton Gardens, Bedford

Merton Court, Bedford
Millfield, Bedford
Padbury House, Bedford
Future development: Astra Court, Luton

* WIDE CHOICE OF FINISHES
* CREDIT FACILITIES (WRITTEN DETAILS ON
REQUEST)

Come and see us today
Unit 174, Bute St, Arndale Centre, Luton.
Tel: Luton 23015

Head Office and Showroom, Maulden Rd, Flitwick, Beds. Tel: 716161
59 Midland Rd, Bedford. Tel: 211327
18 Market Place, Stevenoge, Herts. Tel: 724853

LUTON LTD
Telephone: Luton (0582) 422771
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NAME
THE
AWAYAGAME - AWAYAGAME STAR

Leaders with 12 points each following their accurate forecast of the 2-1
¢ defeat at Southampton on Saturday, J. W. Seller and R. J. Ogden. On

11 points are P. Dimmock, Martin Illingworth, Mark Lethbridge, J.

Ogden, R. Wakelin, P. Mansfield, M. Addis and Steve Whiting.

i NAME THE FACES

The winner of our competition in the Liverpool magazine was Guy Kaas
of Luton who correctly named Gary Stevens (Everton), John Lukic
(Arsenal) and Steve McMahon (Aston Villa). Guy will receive one of our

The Name the Star competition
continues from the Liverpool
magazine. A number of entries
have been received naming Glen
Hoddle. We can assure you it’s not
Glen, so we add another portion of
the body and invite you to guess
the identity. Entries to Luton Town
FC, 70/72 Kenilworth Road,

We suppose it had to happen after Brian Stein and Paul Walsh were named in the England squad which
played France at the end of last month. Our photographer took the opportunity of catching them in
typical French outfits.

One of our young supporters, ally Mayne, was given the full VIP treatment at our game against Liverpool
after winning a Junior Hatters Club competition in the Herald, the co-sponsors of the Junior Hatters with
Chiltern Radio. She is pictured with Paul Walsh, Wayne Turner, Jake Findlay and Kirk Stephens.
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super Luton Town videos.

Here is a new phototeazer with again a prize of a super com-
memorative video. The photo caption shows three players heads mixed
up. All you have to do is name the three players and their current clubs.
Send your entries to: Luton Town FC, 70/72 Kenilworth Road, Luton,

Beds. LU1 1DH.

Luton, Beds. LU1 1DH.

Mr D. Keech, D. W. King & Co
Argyll Works, Stevenage, Herts.
Tel: 0438-4400.

Mr D. Ludlow, Ludlows of Luton Ltd
Thistle Road, Windmill Trading Estate,
Luton, Beds. LU1 3XJ.

Mr P. J. Sullivan, Tricentrol Trading Ltd
Tel: Luton 29883/4.

Kings Road, Flitwick, Beds.
Tel: 95-712121.

J. Fedigan, Adriatic Enterprises Ltd

20 St. Margarets Way, Leicester.
Tel: Leicester 0533-26022/3

Mr D. Newton, Lormane Agents Ltd
72-76 Union Street, Dunstable, Beds.
Tel: 660272.

Mr F. Ludlow, Frank Ludlow Ltd
71 Windmill Road,

Luton, Beds.

Tel: Luton 414441.

Mr J. Boylen, Berkeley Associates
Printing Specialists, PO Box 332, Newton

Mr J. Mead, Pilcourt Ltd
151 Bearton Road, Hitchin, Herts.
Tel: 0462-4367.

Mr G. White, White’s Stationers Ltd
57 High Street, Woburn Sands
Milton Keynes MK17 8QY

Tel: 0908-583291.

Mr J. Peters, Avica House
346 High Street, Berkhamstead.
Tel: 75977.

Longville
Milton Keynes MK1 7QA
Tel: 0908-75918.

Mr D. W. Graves, Westmount
Gravel Path, Berkhamsted, Herts.
Tel: 04427-75977.

Mr F. W. Pearce, F. W. Pearce (Builders) Ltd
1a Wilsden Avenue, Luton, Beds.
Tel: 24163.

Mr Tony Lambert, Broad Street Print
9 Broad Street, Hemel Hempstead, Herts.
Tel: 0442-65490.

Mr M. Manning. Beard & Manning Ltd
152 Leagrave Road, Luton, Beds.
Tel: 22538.

Mr T. Bailey, Wallspan Bedrooms Ltd
Industrail Estate, Maulden Road, Flitwick, Beds.
Tel: 9571-3621.

Mr D. Rand, David Rand & Co Ltd
51 Radlett Road, Frogmore, St. Albans, Herts.
Tel: 98-72492.

Mr R. A. Finch, Computer Technology Ltd
Eaton Road, Hemel Hempstead, Herts.
Tel: 82-3272.

Mr E. Elliott, Emeralla
Market Square, Biggleswade, Beds.
Tel: 0767-313273.

Mr J. Waller, Lathom & Co
King Street, Luton, Beds.
Tel: 29221.

Mr E. Edwards, County Motors Ltd
Unit 1, 166 Camford Way, Sundon Park, Luton
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NEWSDESK.. NEWSDESK

.. NEWSDESK...

OLYMPIC QUEST

Several local companies, including
Filmergraphic Associates and
Wallspan Bedrooms, are combining to
sponsor Ronnie West and send him to
represent Britain in the Disabled
Olympics in New York. He leaves on
June 14th with the rest of the team.

Today, Ronnie will demonstrate
some of his skills on the pitch before
the game and we take this opportunity
of providing you with some details of
Ronnie, who lives in Potton. We hope
you applaud his efforts today.

Ronnie has three personal coaches
who train with him five or six days a
week. Gordon Adams, who is a na-
tional able-bodied coach, is Ronnie’s

. athletic coach while Bernie Wilkins
and Dave Jewell are the two people
behind Ronnie’s swimming success.
As well as these three coaches, Ron-
nie has a full back-up support of
British team coaches whom he meets
once or twice a month with the rest of
the team.

He has taken part in sport since ear-
ly school days with swimming being
his first sport. Ronnie holds 76 gold
medals, 26 silver medals and 26
bronze for his swimming, 15 of the
gold are from British championships.
The only thing left for Ronnie was to
be chosen for an Olympic games.

In February 1983, he was invited to
train with a group of athletes from the
British Amputee Sports Associated
when he was thought of as Olympic
potential.

In his 21 years Ronnie, who was
born without arms due to thalidomide,
has attended normal schools, been a
Cub Scout and passed most of his
badges. Using his toes and feet as
hands he became a Scout.

CHILTERN RADIO POP SPOT

Supporters watching the last two
home games against Liverpool and
Manchester United will have heard
the Chiltern Radio Pop Spot provided

by the Dunstable and Bedford based
station’s presenters.

We are pleased that Chiltern Radio
have agreed to extend the service to
the end of the season when their per-
sonalities will bring you 30 minutes of
the latest music before each game.

Today, we welcome Mark Smith
who presents his show on Chiltern
Radio between 4-7 p.m., which
features the popular Drivetime theme,
in addition to the Early Riser pro-
gramme between 6-7 p.m.

Also pictured here in action against
Manchester United is Bill Young, the
first presenter Chiltern Radio used
when they launched the service with
us.

CENTURY CLUB

Our guests at Kenilworth Road today,
Queens Park Rangers, make the short
trip from Loftus Road. In past years,
there have been many interesting
games between our two clubs. This
afternoon, we shall be backing our
team to do the double.

Over the past few weeks, we have
noticed a tendancy among members
to invite more than one guest to join
them after the game. May we remind
you in the interests and comfort of all,
that pre-match guests must leave by
2.00 p.m. unless they are watching
the game. Friends may join you again

after 5.15 p.m. — one guest per
member, correctly signed in, to a limit
of 30 guests.

The stewards are authorised to
refuse admittance when this limit is
reached until some of the members or
guests leave the clubroom.

VIP VISITOR
Sir Robert Mulldoon, Prime Minister
of New Zealand, graced us with a visit

at out last home game against Liver-
pool. He is pictured here (second left)
with Mayor of Luton Frank Lester
(left), Bedford Trucks’ ball winner
Gerry Knox, England manager Bobby
Robson and Eric Fountain from Bed-
ford Trucks.

FANCY A PEN PAL?

We have heard from Juhani Lep-
panen, a 15 year old Luton fan who
lives in Finland. Juhani, who reckons
the Hatters are the best team in
England, is looking for a pen pal in
this area. He promises to reply to

every letter he receives and the ad-
dress to write to him at is: Kupit-
taankatu 13C28, 20520 Turku 52,
Finland.

BIRMINGHAM DATE

We have no game next week because
our scheduled opponents, Birm-
ingham City, are involved in the FA
Cup against Watford. The game has
been re-arranged for Tuesday March
20th, kick-off 7.30 p.m.

TURNING THE CLOCK BACK
Thanks to Wallspan Bedrooms, we
turned the clock back in the home

s

BEDFORD TRUCK GUESTS

Bedford Trucks, Luton’s official spon-
sors, entertained their guests at our
home tie against Liverpool. They are

pictured outside the ground before the
match with our magnificent Bedford
Trucks coach providing an ideal
backcloth.

game against Manchester United
when the Flitwick based company
sponsored a pre-match shoot-out in-
volving Jimmy Greaves, lan St John
and Gordon Banks. The event turned
out to be a light hearted affair which
f(:ertainly provided a few laughs for the
ans.

Wallspan managing director Terry
Bailey is pictured here being inter-
viewed by Anglia Television’s Gerry
Harrison and Jimmy Greaves with
Gordon Banks standing in the
background.

BALL SPONSOR

Today’s ball sponsor is an ardent Town
fan since 1983. Roger Wheatfield suf-
fered a setback in 1979 when he was
involved in an accident, by breaking
his neck. Now confined to a
wheelchair, despite his disabilities he
has been coming to matches this
season and is grateful to the club for
their assistance in providing suitable
accommodation in the Bobbers
Stand. Roger is very appreciative of
the kindness shown to him by our
stewards and as a token of his ap-
preciation, is sponsoring today’s
match ball.

THE LOCALT

—

Graham Ford ««ecce

Your Comprehensive Builders Merchants

Falcon

FALCON HOLIDAYS LTD

AND HOW TO SATISFY IT

We're very definite adout our taste in beer American servicemen in local wartime
around hefe. A clear light pint is what we look for; bases declared that BB, chilled, was the nearest
with a good, clean smack of malt and hops. taste to Stateside draught.

And there’s only one name that really It went down well when Syd Owen
satisfies the local taste — BB. The light beer first ruled the Hatters.

And it's been going down well ever since.

cause BB is brewed with a proper respect

for quality. To keep up the traditions we
value round here.

WE
KNOW
WHERE
WE'RE
GOING.

Depots at:

LUTON — KINGSWAY 31199
DUNSTABLE — BEALE STREET
603111

LEIGHTON BUZZARD —
LEIGHTON ROAD

373486

Take no chances book with a
bonded A.B.T.A. member.
Phone now for a copy of our
latest brochure

FALCON HOLIDAYS LTD .
190 Campden Hill Road
London W8
Telephone: 01 221 6298

War by J. W. Green.

Only the finest hops and
good, ripe barley go into the making.
Then the brew is matured to
exactly the right degree to give
you a bright refreshing pint
with a sound, full flavour.
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Whydomore

businessmen

. A= ‘S’
in Britain, Europe
and North America

choose Canon?

The Canon NP range of copiers
combines high speed with
economy and compactness with
versatility.

From the Personal Copiers
right up to the NP500 at the top
of the range, Canon has a copier
to suit every business
requirement.

Canon

Copiers

HATTERS WHOS WHO

Canon (UK) Limited, Waddon House, Stafford Road, Croydon CR9 4DD.
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Tony Pullein continues his series on former Luton
players, and today features Tony Read.

Luton signed Tony Read as a striker and he scored 12 goals
in his first three months in the first team. Then he lost his
scoring touch, lost his place and, when we next saw him in
League action, he was in goal!

Tony started his career as a goalkeeper with Sheffield
Wednesday but Ron Springett was so consistent in the first
team that there seemed no hope of his making the League
grade at Hillsborough.

In May 1964 he moved on to Peterborough, only to find
the situation even worse. ‘They had four other
goalkeepers,’ recalled Tony. ‘I spent most of my time as a
spectator and was so frustrated that I volunteered to play
centre-forward.

‘I played in the reserves and, in one game against Spurs,
I scored against Pat Jennings. George Martin, the Luton
manager, happened to be in the stand and afterwards he
paid £800 for my transfer.’

His first game in the Luton senior side was against
Newport in September 1965. He was selected in place of
John O’Rourke but later O’Rourke was recalled and the
pair struck a most effective partnership.

In only his second game, Tony scored the winning goal
against Rochdale and was really enjoying his game. A few
weeks later he scored a hat-trick against Notts County.

RIDICULOUS ANGLE
‘And do you know, the lads gave me a rollicking after the
game,’ smiled Tony.

‘I scored one with a header, one from a free-kick and one
with a shot on the run well out. But they ticked me off for
shooting from such ridiculous angles!

His versatility proved useful in another way. When the
Hatters’ goalkeeper was injured in a game against Brad-
ford City, and had to go off, Tony naturally took his place
in goal.

‘I scored 12 goals in my spell as a forward,” reflected
Tony. ‘Then I don’t know what happened but I completely
lost my touch. I was eventually dropped after a Saturday
match amd played in goal for the reserves in mid-week.
The following Saturday I was back in the first team — in
goal.’

And there he remained for the rest of his professional
career.

His experience as a forward taught Tony many lessons
that were to prove invaluable to him as a goalkeeper. ‘I
knew instinctively the sort of crosses that the average for-
ward loves and the awkward ones that he hates,” he said.

WORRIED

‘But, best of all, I became an expert penalty-taker. Alec
Stock had taken over as manager and reckoned I was the
second-best spot-kick taker at the club. Mike Keen was the
man who took them in the first team and Mr Stock told me
he would never let me take one for the League side.

‘He was scared that, if I missed, I might not have got
back in position in time. But he needn’t have worried real-
ly. I just used to make up my mind where I was going to aim
and simply hammered the ball into the net.’

His experience also proved useful to him in saving penal-
ty kicks. ‘I can’t ever remember going the wrong way when
trying to save a penalty,” he says. ‘I used to note carefully
how the taker would walk back after placing the ball on the
spot. If he intended bending it either side of me, he usually
took a couple of side steps. By watching all his close ac-
tions I could usually tell where he was going to place the
ball.

‘Of course, I couldn’t stop them all but, for a goalkeeper,
there was some satisfaction in having worked out the
striker’s intentions.’

And Tony rarely criticises a forward who misses an ‘open
goal’.

‘To the crowd it looks easy when a forward breaks
through with only the goalkeeper to beat. But I learned as
aforward that there is still a lot to do. The goalkeeper, if he
is positioned correctly, seems to fill the whole goal and
there really isn’t all that much space to aim for.’

REALISED

‘As a goalkeeper I realised what was going through the for-
ward’s mind when he was bearing down on me. And I did
the sort of things that I knew would make it difficult for
him.’

Tony held the first team goalkeeping spot for the follow-
ing two seasons, winning a Fourth Division championship
medal in 1968. He then spent a couple of years mostly in
the reserves before regaining the place upon our return to
the Second Division in 1970.

His last game in the first team was against Sunderland
at Kenilworth Road in February 1972 and he was released
at the end of that season.

LEAGUE RECORD:
Apps Gls
Sheffield Wednesday - -
Peterborough 1964-65 2 —_
Luton 1965-66 31(2) 12
1966-67 35(1) -
1967-68 43 -
1968-69 16 -
1969-70 9 -
1970-71 38 -
1971-72 24 -
198(3) 12
TONY PULLEIN

19




Your local suppliers of
printed polythene & paperbags.
Short runs a speciality.

Drincess Dackaging Ltd.

HEATHFIELD WORKS, LEYTON ROAD, HARPENDEN, HERTS.
ALS 2JB  TEL. (05827)66806 OR 64431 (24 HR. SERVICE).

For all your
Floral arrangements contact:

INBLOOM

(Suppliers to Kenilworth Suite)
45 Latimer Rqad, Luton

Journal

JOHN WILKINSON — CLUB SECRETARY

Cleandustrial
Services Ltd

The Professional Approach to
Your Cleaning Problems

84 Aldermans Hill N13

Official Cleaning Contractors to
Luton Town FC

Telephone: 01-882 4626

NORTH LUTON
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE

NEW FACTORIES/
WAREHOUSES AVAILABLE

FULLER PEISER St Quintin

01-499 8931 (1-499 8626

SHOREY'S FUELS
B i e e ANTHRACITE
PHURNACITE
COALITE
HOMEFIRE
== COAL
YOUR NATURAL WARMTH
FROM YOUR LOCAL
SOLID FUEL MERCHANT

28 Sheepfold Hill, Flitwick, Bedfordshire
Telephone: Flitwick 713289

Silsoe 60694

At our recent home match against Manchester
United I had the pleasure of meeting and having
a drink with two former Town players, Terry Kelly
and Seamus Dunne. It doesn’t seem possible that
30 years have gone by since they wore the club
colours. They are both looking very fit but not too
pleased with the result that day.

The following Monday I received a visit from
Gordon Brice whom I hadn’t seen for nearly 40
years. Gordon played here in 1946 as a centre-
half and left us to join Wolves when Stan Cullis
retired. He is still living in Bedford and his one
regret is that he doesn’t meet any of his old col-
leagues. If any former player would like to get in
touch with him, give me a ring.

We were very sorry to learn of the recent death
of our former centre-forward Jesse Pye at the age
of 63. I think there wasn’t a better forward line
duo when Jesse and Gordon Turner were playing
together. They certainly caused havoc amongst
many defences in their day.

In the Liverpool programme I set six questions
on the FA Cup and the first correct answers were
received from Mr. G. Kendall of 10 Clarion Close,
Offley, Hitchin. Congratulations to Mr Kendall.
Two tickets are on the way to you. The answers to
the questions I posed were 1: David Jack of
Bolton Wanderers; 2: A watch (although most
referees carry two), a note book, a pencil or pen, a
coin, a whistle, the match ball; 3: The FA Cup
was stolen from a Birmingham shop window in
1895. Aston Villa were the holders; 4: Stamford
Bridge; 5: John Groves; 6: Frank King.

We welcome today our friends from Loftus
Road. We will have to be on our toes today if we
are to get a result and if we see as good a game to-
day as the match on 23rd November 1963, we
are in for a treat. The match ended in a 4-4 draw
and that was after we went three goals up in 19
minutes. The scorers were Turner (2), Smith and
McKechnie, and for QPR, Leary (2), Graham and
McQuade.

MEMORY
LANE

THIS WEEK:
MIKE KEEN

Mike was a tall and powerful wing half who played
superbly during a League career in which he was a
credit to the game. He made his debut for QPR in
season 1959-60 and was captain of the side which
achieved their double in season 1966-67 when they
won promotion to the Second Division and also
won the Football League Cup at Wembley beating
West Brom 3-2.

When Rangers manager Alec Stock joined
Luton, one of his first signings was Mike and he
went on to make over 140 appearances in the
Town’s colours. In 1972 he moved down the road to
Watford where he made over 120 appearances for
the Hornets before retiring from active duty and
becoming their manager. He is now running his
sports shop in High Wycombe.

Anglia
“Television

Proud to serve
the £
East of England.
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E Todays Sponsor... Todays Sponsor

We take this opportunity of offering a warm welcome to Chamberlain Curtains, one
of our sponsors this afternoon, and hope the company enjoy their afternoon.

Gary Chamberlain formed the company four years ago working from home. The
company specialises in making handmade tailored curtains exclusively designed,
made to measure and fitted.

Chamberlain Curtains have been operating from an established factory in St
Albans for the past year and among their recent customers are the West Kensington
Hotel.

Gary, 22, is the youngest of our Kenilworth Suite members and his enterprising
company offers a complete service from the smallest local customers requirements
to major hotels and offices. You can choose from a wide range of exciting colours
and fabrics in the comfort of your own home.

Todays Sponsar... Todays Sponsor

How can you claim to be number one in Luton without even selling a house — you can’t. But
every company must have a goal and in order to achieve this, Kilroy offer an excellent ser-
vice, genuine enthusiasm and professional integrity. It means YOU can make us your
number one choice from our offices in George Street, Luton.

Just look at the list of facilities we can offer. 1: The most prominent position in Luton; 2: A
substantial advertising budget; 3: Qualified and expertly trained staff; 4: Seven day opening;
5: No sale, no fee and free valuation; 6: Special commission rates for the Kilroy Package
sole agency; 7: Our own mortgage department which can obtain 100 per cent STS; 8: At-
' tractive boards erected by our own department; 9: Established 20 years and currently selling
over 2,000 houses a year.

- Lotteries
UP TO £50 per WEEK

(18 years-of-age or over)

TO ESTABLISH LOTTERY SALES IN THIS AREA

Contact:
JOHN P. GORNALL

70-72 KENILWORTH ROAD, LUTON, BEDS

Telephone: 30748 (24 hour ansaphone)

Travel...

Our Travel Club uses only luxury coaches fit-
ted with full air conditioning and fans who
have been aboard for trips this season have
already enjoyed the best in travel.
‘ One of the main benefits of travelling by
| coach is that we drop you right outside the
ground which eliminates the problem of find-

DO YOU WANT TO EARN

(WORKING PART-TIME EVENINGS)
WE ARE LOOKING FOR PART-TIME AGENTS

ment — are accepted up to 24 hours before
travelling time.

If it makes sense to you, call at the com-
mercial office in Kenilworth Road now to
secure your booking for the trip to Wolver-
hampton a week today.

You won’t regret it.

Telephone Luton 456622 NOW and talk to Stephen Cooper, Tim Palmer, Jerry Williams or ing somewhere to park your car. Birmingham City  £3.00 Tottenham £2.50
Andrew Wilmer about your property movements. They will be delighted to explain the Kilroy ; The membership fee for our Travel Club is  Coventry City £3.00 WBA £3.50
Package. | only £1 for the entire season and bookings —  Ipswich Town £4.00 WestHam United £2.50

Telephone Luton 456622 Now. | which must be accompanied by your pay- Norwich City £4.00
|
PP W W N m ’ :
Intern ati On al S ° Mugs: Crested Pottery £1.50 %
Pens: Orange/White 15p sae
AMBERL4, [ quen].rs Pens: Orange 25p sae
5 % P
HAND MADI alnt . § : Programme Binders £4.75 58p
Our Souvenir Shop in the Kenilworth Road Com- : ;

| y s o Rosettes: Crested Orange/White 50p 16p

A maijor supplier of | mercial Offices is still the best bet for obtaining that  Tjes: Navy — Club Crest £3.30 22p

5 l pp special present. Sweat Bands 95p 16p

Our Exclusive hand tailored curtains prlmers and topcoats tO I Straw Hats €3.50 *

come made to measure and fully fitted. Vauxha" MOtOI‘S p This is a further selection of our stock. All you have to  Straw Hats: Mini £1.50 20p

You can choose from a wide range of do, if taking advantage of our mail order system, is to England Quiz Books £1  23p

exciting colours and fabrics in the and BEdfOI’d send your request Luton Town FC, 70-72 Kenilworth }_‘“IO" '{OW" g.edcord ££210 ;gp

fi f h ffice. A . g ; aton Town Video p
comfort o youf own home or(.) lce' CommerC|a| Veh|CIeS Roaq, Luton, with the correct remittance and post and Eooiball Shirts Adidast (Hotme and Away) :

For FREE estimates and advice ring to packing costs. Boys 26" £10 40p

arrange your appointment now. Autoiiotive Coatings Division lf you order .on a personal basis, our staff will, be Large Boys 30" £10 40p

Electropaint Product Group delighitedialassittgol : Youths 32-34* El2ee0p

St. Albans PO Box 359, Rotton Park Street e ; s [ Small Mens £12  40p

77 Birmingham B16 0AD Car Mascot: Mini Football Kit 75p 16p Medium Mens 38" £12  40p

625 Telephone 021 9155 9866, Telex 339266 Gloves: Woollen Orange or White £1.50 1le6p Large Mens 40" £12 40p

: |
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When Queens Park Rangers walk-
ed away with the Second Division
Championship last season there
was never much doubt that they
would make a big impact upon
their return to Division One, after
an absence of four years.

Placing the emphasis very much
upon skilful ball play and carefully
laid tactics, Rangers’ stylish per-
formances won praise wherever
they played. And they eventually
finished 10 points clear of their
closest challengers.

‘Some people, without real
grounds for argument, considered
Rangers had an advantage
because of their artificial Omniturf
pitch. In fact, it was away from
home that they were so much
superior to everyone else — they
won 10 away games and far more
away points (34) than any other
club in the top two divisions.

Manager Terry Venables
acknowledges the value of his
plastic pitch in producing better
players. ‘The bounce of the ball
calls for far greater control and
passes have to be precisely
placed,” he says.

‘But this produces more skilful
players,” he adds. ‘And that can’t
be bad, can it?’

OPPOSITION

Now Rangers are proving, even
against First Division opposition,
that skill pays off away from
home. They possess one of the
best away records in the division
and they are well on course for a
place in the UEFA Cup next
season.

The recent signing of Jeremy
Charles from Swansea for
£100,000 has given Rangers two
players of much style in the strik-
ing positions. The Welsh interna-
tional has teamed up with back-to-
form Simon Stainrod.

Jeremy, the son of former Wales
international Mel Charles, is a
player of great versatility. When
Swansea blooded him as a striker
in 1976-77, he topped their scor-
ing list with 26 goals. He later
played in defence and midfield for
the Swans and he has been cap-
ped by Wales on 12 occasions.

Sheffield United launched
Stainrod’s League career in
1975-76 but he moved on to
Oldham in 1979. He joined
Rangers for £275,000 three
seasons back and in 1981-82 he
led their scorers with 24 goals. In-
juries hit him last season when he
missed more than a dozen mat-
ches but he still managed to score
nine goals. 5

Simon is currently leading the
way with 15 goals.

TERRY VENABLES

FULLY RECOGNISED

Ian Stewart is Rangers’ third for-
ward. Ian became an international
star before he became fully
recognised by his own supporters
at Shepherds Bush. He made his
League debut in 1980-81 but had
made only two full appearances
before the start of last season.
Though he still had difficulty get-
ting into the Rangers’ side last
season he played in all eight inter-
nationals for Ireland.

Ian joined Millwall on loan
towards the end of last season but
now he has played himself into the
Rangers’ side. He won his 13th
Irish cap against Scotland in
December.

Mike Fillery recently took over
one of the midfield places from
Gary Micklewhite with Gary Wad-
dock and John Gregory com-
pleting the line-up here.

Fillery is a former England
Youth international who served
his apprenticeship with Chelsea.
Mike made his League debut for
the Stamford Bridge club in
1978-79 and last season was their
leading scorer with 12 goals. QPR
signed him for £155,000 during
the summer.

Micklewhite was signed from
Manchester United on a free
transfer in 1980 and earned
himself a first team place two
seasons ago. He has become a
regular goalscorer from midfield
and netted seven times last
season.

Waddock is a ball-winning mid-
field player who made his League
debut in September 1979 at the
age of 17. He soon came in for in-
ternational recognition and is now
a regular member of the Republic
of Ireland side. He won his 11th
cap against Malta in November.

FURTHER CAPS
Gregory’s exhilarating midfield
performance earned him the
chance to go on tour to Australia
with the full England team last
summer when he played in all
three internationals. John won fur-
ther caps against Denmark and
Hungary in vital European Cham-
pionship games this season.
Gregory played his early League
soccer with Northampton Town,
completing almost 200 League
games for the Cobblers. Aston

" PETER HUCKER

Villa signed him for £40,000 in
1977 but collected £250,000 when
he moved onto Brighton two years
later. QPR paid £300,000 for him
during the summer of 1981. John
was level top scorer with 16 last
term.

Steve Wicks and Terry Fenwick
have established themselves as
the central-defenders.

Wicks began his professional
career with Chelsea and com-
pleted well over 100 League ap-
pearances for them before moving
to Derby for £275,000 in 1979.
QPR initially signed Steve from
Derby for £300,000 later that year
but they sold him to Crystal
Palace for £700,000 in 1981. They
made a smart deal when re-
signing him for only £275,000 a
year later.

Fenwick, a former England
Youth international, won his 11th
Under-21 cap when he helped
England to beat West Germany in
the Final of the UEFA Under-21
tournament last season. He began

his League career with Crystal
Palace in 1977-78 and was
transferred to QPR for £100,000 in
1980.

The full-backs are Warren Neill
and lan Dawes.

DEVELOPED
Neill is a former England
Schoolboy international who

developed in the club’s" Youth
team. He played his first League
game in August 1980 and last
season earned himself a regular
place at right-back.

Dawes is also a former England
Schoolboy international who
developed in the Rangers’ Junior
teams. He came through for his
League debut two seasons ago and
last term took over the left-back
spot filled for so many years by lan
Gillard.

Goalkeeper Peter Hucker served
his apprenticeship with Rangers
and made his League debut at
Shrewsbury in the final match of
1980-81. He won a regular place
the following season when he
starred in the FA Cup Final
against Spurs at Wembley.

Rangers took early exits from
both Cups this season. After slam-
ming Crewe 8-4 on aggregate in
the second round of the Milk Cup,
they went out at the next stage at
Ipswich (2-3).

They were beaten at Hud-
dersfield (1-2) in the third round of
the FA Cup.

So now they are free to
challenge for a place in next
season’s UEFA Cup. They have
achieved some good away results
with victories at Wolves (4-0),
Ipswich (2-0), Norwich (3-0),
WBA (2-1) and Arsenal (2-0) and a
draw at Southampton (0-0).

They were beaten at Manchester

SIMON STAINROD

United (1-3), Nottingham Forest
(2-3), Coventry (0-1), Tottenham
(2-3), Leicester (1-2) and Aston
Villa (1-2).

Rangers have this season
entered a sponsorship agreement
with Guiness worth £450,000 over
three years. The famous Irish
drink is brewed locally at the Park
Royal headquarters and many of
the firm’s management and
employees have been QPR fans for
many years.

By TONY PULLEIN
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The visit this afternoon of Queens Park Rangers
is perhaps the opportune time to introduce the
subject of artificial pitches in the ‘Luton’s Future’
page. For those with short memories, the Foot-
ball League sanctioned the use of an artificial
playing surface at QPR’s Loftus Road ground in
the summer of 1981. For their Division Two
opening home match of the 1981-82 season
QPR entertained Luton under floodlights, the
first League soccer match to be played on a syn-
thetic surface. Luton won 2-1.

QPR joined us in the First Division this season
and last November we again played on their
plastic pitch. This time we won 1-0 although the
score not really justifying the Hatters’ all round
superiority.

The introduction of an artificial surface by
QPR was greeted by a great deal of ballyhoo
that in retrospect has not been justified. Clubs
have come to respect the' Loftus Road pitch, but
praise for it has been in short supply.

Certainly its all weather capabilities have
created uniform conditions, but the high bounce
of the ball has not found favour in many places.
However its controversial aspects have caused
discussion and opened the gates for improve-
ment and innovation.

As the wet weather makes a mockery of at-
tempts to play skilful football on muddy pitches,
Rangers’ much respected young manager Terry
Venables can talk from strength on the virtues of
artificial surfaces. ‘It’s not the right one,
Venables is quoted as saying. ‘But if a better one
comes along which can do the trick, then we
shall have it. Grass pitches are lovely and green
at the start of the season . . . but not now.’

QPR have set a trend and, following the deci-
sion of the Football League to give permission in
principle for the Hatters to instal an artificial
pitch in our proposed new indoor stadium, a
£45,000 programme, funded jointly by the
Sports Council, the Football Association and the
Football Trust is being undertaken.

The project is being supervised by a working
group chaired by Sir Walter Winterbottom, ex-
England manager and former director of the
Sports Council. It includes representatives from
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the Football Association, the Sports Council,
the Football League Executive Staffs’ Associa-
tion, the Professional Footballers’ Association,
the Sports Turf Research Institute, and the Rub-
ber and Plastics Research Association.

The working group has already started its job,
with a brief to investigate acceptable standards
for artificial pitches, and will make recommen-
dations to the Football League in the autumn.

Their first task will be to measure mechanical-
ly the properties of a sample of natural grass pit-
ches in the Football League and this will include
tests for ball bounce, ball roll and shock absorp-
tion.

Another aspect to be examined will be how
boots respond to different surfaces.

Simultaneously, a squad of players from Foot-
ball League clubs will be put through a series of
tests and then asked to complete a question-
naire. The aim will be to set acceptable perfor-
mance levels that could then be applied to ar-
tificial grass systems.

The second stage will be to repeat the ex-
periments on a whole range of existing artificial
grass pitch systems — and there are now more
than 14 varieties in this country.

Terry Venables recently went to Holland in his
quest for an alternative system for the 1984-85
season, and no doubt today’s behind the scenes
talks will include an exchange of views on plastic
pitches. Luton Town are monitoring QPR’s ef-
forts very closely.

Over the years, the Sports Council has
vigorously pursued a policy of helping to
regenerate urban sites for all weather sports use
and make use of these facilities far more often
than with natural surfaces. The Hatters are now
in the vanguard in the quest for the sort of play-
ing surface that will improve the quality of foot-
ball.

Our next magazine will take a look at
AstroTurf, one solution to that problem. In the
meantime we take this opportunity of thanking
the Sports Council in taking the lead with a
serious enquiry to try and match the perfor-
mance of traditional grass pitches with an ar-
tificial surface.

SOUTHAMPTON 2 LUTON TOWN 1 ?
We returned pointless from The Dell last Saturday after a game which pushed us down to 11th in the table.
Mal Donaghy rises above Southampton’s defence to head our last minute goal.
Emeka Nwajiobi moves in in an attempt to beat Peter Shilton.
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AL O ATTENDANCES AND DIVISION ONE TABLE 1983-84
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February Date Orgosttion, A and Cheshire Leagues to the Football League Referees’ List. In 1974-75 he refereed an FA
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24 Leicester City ; ) COMBINATION TABLE 1983-84
<1 anihromn MATCHDAY TICKETS - [oo g
April ; Oct. 29 Oxford United 1.2 P WD L F A Pts DIVISION ONE
7 EVeron TICKETS FOR OUR HOME GAME AGAINST : Arsenal 2316 4 3 51 13 36 :
14 Tottenham Hotspur Nov. 6 Swindon Town 0-5 Chelsea 28 15 4 9 46 26 34 Aston Villa v Manchester Utd
17 West Ham United IPSWICH ON TUESDAY MARCH 13th ARE | Nov. 19 Tottenham { VS Jeii Lottepfi‘ag‘ gz ;Ij g g ‘75 ‘1% gg Coventry v Birmingham
21 Notts County ) orwich City
s Dec. 3 Brentford 123 Watford 26 14 5 7 49 37 33 B
W NOW AVAILABLE FROM THE KENILWORTH o s e T s Everton v Liverpool
May Dec. 17 Bristol Rovers T 3-0 LutonTown 25 13 6 6 44 23 32
5 Coventry City ROAD COMMERCHAL OFFICE Jan 21 Reading o Southampton 27 12 8 7 48 36 32 Ipswich v West Ham
7 Stoke City : lpswichTown 25 12 6 7 46 33 30 <
12 West Bromwich Albion Feb. 4 Southend p \L/Sices;er City g B g 1; gg g;; gg Leicester v Watford
. est Ham
19 ;gACUD Final Feb. 11 West Ham United 3-1 Birmingham 24 11 3 10 49 43 25 Notts County v WBA
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Birmingham City (A) Feb. 18 Tottenham 1-2 Swansea City 22 10 4 8 34 40 24 Southampton v Norwich
. 25 Brigh Brighton 27 9 5 13 40 48 23
s Feb fighton Millwall 24 9 5 10 34 42 23 Sunderland v Arsenal
Mar. 10 Wimbledon Bristol Rovers # 26 6 4 16 40 70 16
TOKEN Mar. 24 Swindon T Oxford United 24 5 6 13 26 58 16 Tottenham v Stoke
Today’s Mitre Match Ball i 2 ar ncon Jown Charlton 28 4 6 18 32 76 14 "
Y is sponsored by: 1 7 Wior. 51 Westlam Onited Crystal Palace 24 3 7 14 20 59 13 Wolves v Nott'm Forest
ROGER WHEATFILL ' SRS Rt IE
April 28 Brentford Readin 25 2 5 18 20 79 11
Saturday 3rd March 1984 il or g .
QUEENS PARK RANGERS . Up to and including’ Sat. 25th February 1984

Copyright of The Football League Home fixturesin bold + Player replaced by substitute ** Own Goal @ Goalscorer
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