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Referee: T. D. SPENCER (Salisbury) Linesmen: E. D. GRIFFITH (Red Flag) J. F. HILL (Yellow Flag)

Today’s Match Ball is sponsored by:
Richard C. Larkinson (Cambridge) Ltd

Scrap iron, steel, metal merchants

Victoria Works, Back St, Biggleswade

Today’s Match is sponsored by:
G. B. Windows, Shorey’s,
R. E. Lay & Son Ltd, Geere & Co Ltd,

National Westminster Bank Plc. Beds. Tel: (0767) 313133
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BEDFORD BUSINESS MEANS:

You need :t

Avehicle for every business.

You'll find Bedfords working
in just about every business you
can think of. That's because we
offer a vast range of vehicles from
light vans to heavy-duty trucks to
keep the wheels of British
industry turning. And, if you came
to the match by coach, the chances
are that also was a Bedford.

—

~ Adealer round every corner.

You'l find a Bedford dealer is
never far away. He'll help you
choose the vehicles that best suit
your business needs; hell advise
you on our special leasing, insur-
ance and warranty schemes; and
hell maintain your Bedfords in
peak condition throughout their
long working life.

Because, giving our customers
what they need, when they need it,
is what Bedford business
means.

Y VIEW

Welcome to our friends from Birmingham. When
we played and beat them at Luton on 12th April
last season, it looked all over for the Bues. But
their effort in their remaining six games was
nothing short of sensational. Ron Saunders did a
remarkable job replacing high wage earners Van
Mierlo, Curbishley, Dillon, Whatmore, Evans,
Carrodus and Scott with a team of enthusiastic
younger players grateful for the opportunity. This
season, they have continued the good form and
we can expect a hard game this afternoon.

Our support at Liverpool and Queens Park
Rangers was quite exceptional. I am sure the
players have never been involved in any game
with such an emphatic scoreline where they
didn’t feel completely demoralised.

Anfield is a tremendous place and the ex-
perience should give us all strength. They play
football properly. We should seek to emulate
their team play while retaining the freedom for in-
dividuals to express themselves. At Rangers, we
took all the elements in our stride and drove for-
ward with confidence. All the players showed a
good attitude and defended well during Rangers’
25 minute spell after half-time.

A clean sheet is always important and we must
congratulate Les Sealey for a truly outstanding
reflex save from Stainrod’s header. Les is settling
down well, but knows a mentally alert Jake
Findlay can make the position very competitive.
We are gaining competition in other positions, too
— Mitchell Thomas showed a tremendous
temperament in front of the Kop and he is chasing
a full-back place. Gary Parker played right side
midfield at Rangers with much composure and I
was delighted that Ricky Hill vacating his place
he had made his own adjusted outstandingly on
the left.

But the main source of our confidence stems
from the younger element at the club. Only one
defeat at reserve level. Here, a return to full
fitness of Mike Saxby and Rob Johnson has been
a contributory factor. Clive Goodyear has been
outstanding here, while young forwards Cahal
McConville, Mark Stein and Mark Watts have
there up and down days which can be expected
from such young players. In midfield, Ray Daniel
can be brilliant or anonymous, whilst Tim
Breacker is making steady progress.

The last thing anyone should do is to get com-
placent. A steady League start merely gives us a

basis on which to improve. Now, more than ever,
with the excitement that the Milton Keynes pro-
posals may generate, and the team adapting to
higher standards, we must look at every possible
way of speculating to improve our playing
strength.

I have been impressed this season with several
players in the lower Leagues and I am sure that
with our staff and players they would soon ac-
climatise to the First Division.

At the end of the day, that is our only goal — to
keep improving the team.

Enjoy the game.
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MR D. SAVAGE
BEDFORD COMMERCIAL VEHICLES, LUTON

MR A. G. BERRY FCCA, CHAIRMAN
BLUE ARROW GROUP SERVICES LTD
5 LONDON ROAD, ST ALBANS, HERTS

BRENGREEN HOLDINGS PLC
61 CHEAPSIDE, LONDON EC2V 6AX

GARY CHAMBERLAIN
GARY CHAMBERLAIN WINDOW FASHIONS, UNIT 7,
BEAUMONT WORKS, SUTTON ROAD, ST. ALBANS, HERTS.
TEL: ST. ALBANS 62577
MR P. COOPER
CLEANDUSTRIAL SERVICES LTD, PALMERS GREEN, LONDON N13
TEL: 01-882 4626
FILMERGRAPHIC ASSOCIATES LTD
PRINTERS AND PHOTOTYPESETTERS
BAINSON HOUSE, ALTON ROAD, LUTON, BEDS.
TEL: LUTON 36407

FINE STAMPS LTD
BILTON WAY, LUTON, BEDS. TEL: LUTON 36761

MR N. S. FOOKES
N. S. FOOKES AND SONS, (PLANT FACILITIES) LTD
45 LATIMER ROAD, LUTON, BEDS.TEL: LUTON 26139

MR E. FOUNTAIN
VAUXHALL MOTORS, LUTON

BRIAN E. HANDSCOMBE (LIFE & PENSIONS BROKER)
48 ALMA STREET, LUTON. TEL: LUTON 425921/4
MR I. E. HOLMES, IVOR HOLMES LTD
82-88 MARSH ROAD, LUTON, TEL: LUTON 56622

MR C. J. HUDSON, E. W. HOLDINGS LTD
6 UNION STREET, LUTON, TEL: LUTON 30511

RICHARD C. LARKINSON, (BALDOCK) LTD
TWENTY PENCE ROAD, COTTENHAM, CAMBS.

MARK JAMES (SALVAGE) LTD
GRANGE HOUSE, 10 COMPTON AVENUE, LUTON BEDS.
TEL: LUTON 503777

MARSHALLS OF LUTON GROUP, MARSHALL CHAMBERS
MILL STREET, LUTON LU1 2NN, TEL: 429933
IAN C. CHEVERALLS
OPALVALE GROUP
189 WALLER AVENUE, LUTON, BEDS. TEL: LUTON 56122
MR & MRS S. J. PEARSON
55 LUTON ROAD, WILSTEAD, BEDFORDSHIRE JK45 3ET

DR & MRS G. L. PLESTER
9 BRIARS CLOSE, NUNEATON, WARWICKSHIRE

NIGEL TERRY, PRIORY FARM FOODS
81-83 PETERS STREET, BEDFORD, TEL: 0234 60372
MR A. HUNTER
RAVENMERE LTD. ALLRIC HOUSE, 21 FARLEY HILL, LUTON
TEL: LUTON 32640

RICHARDSON & BOTTOMS LTD
105-107 BISCOT ROAD, LUTON, BEDS. TEL: LUTON 35421/5

RICHMOND ELECTRONICS
(MARKYATE) LTD
HICKS ROAD, MARKYATE, HERTS. TEL: LUTON 840761
ROBINSON METAL (LUTON) LTD
CALEB CLOSE, 464 DUNSTABLE ROAD, LUTON, BEDS.
TEL: LUTON 53866

MRR. S. SAFRANEK
NEAHURST LTD
LONDON ROAD, LOWER STONDON, HITCHIN
TEL: HITCHIN 94-813545
MR. W. POWERS
SHAW & KILBURN OF LUTON
540-550 DUNSTABLE ROAD, LUTON, BEDS
WEBBEX LTD
THISTLE ROAD, WINDMILL ROAD TRADING ESTATE, LUTON, BEDS.

TEL: 457222

MR R. W. UNWIN
R. W. UNWIN & CO. LTD
PROSPECT PLACE, WELWYN HERTS. TEL: WELWYN 6441
WALLSPAN BEDROOMS
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, MAULDEN ROAD, FLITWICK, BEDS.
TEL: FLITWICK 713621

MR & MRS P. LAYCOCK
11 THE AVENUE, FLITWICK, BEDS.

IT"S TWO FIVES IN ONE DAY!
By Tony Pullein

In one of those strange twists which makes football so
fascinating, Ian Rush and Tony Woodcock chose the
same day to crack home five goals in a game. It was
something only two other men had achieved in the First
Division . . . over the past 10 years!

By another coincidence, one of those also did it against
the Hatters.

The climate seems to have something to do with Ian’s
rush of goals for Liverpool. It was almost a year to the day
since he struck four goals in their local derby at Everton.

The Welsh international striker also scored two other
hat-tricks last season when he amassed 30 goals. This
was the first time he had totalled five in a game, though,
and it took his tally for the season to 11.

While Rush’s five were spread over an 86-minute period
against the Hatters, Arsenal’s Tony Woodcock packed
his five into a purple 44-minute patch at Villa Park. Such
was the excitement buzzing around Villa Park at half-
time, that it was confidently expected that Woodcock
might equal, or smash, the First Division match scoring
record.

While all this was going on, the man who set up the
record, Ted Drake, was listening to events on the radio at
his London home. ‘I must admit I was getting quite ex-
cited,” said Ted, who is now a Fulham director.

GRABBED SEVEN
‘It brought the memories rolling back for me because it
was at Villa Park where I broke the record almost 50
years ago. I scored seven times in only eight shots at goal
and I still have the matchball as a memento.’

It was in December 1935 when Drake grabbed his
famous seven in Arsenal’s 7-1 victory.

In almost half-a-century, Drake’s record has rarely
been even challenged. Geoff Hurst went closest when he
scored six times for West Ham against Sunderland in
1968.

It’s probably just another indication of the vastly im-
proved standard of entertainment this season to have two
players make such a challenge on the same day. Only
two players had managed five in a First Division match
over the previous 10 years, one of them being Alan
Brazil, who hit all the goals in Ipswich Town’s 5-2 victory
over Southampton in February 1982.

Long-standing Hatters fans will not need reminding
that the only other First Division striker to achieve five
was Derby’s Roger Davies on Easter Saturday in 1975.
We were at the receiving end then, too, as Roger com-
pleted a first-half hat-trick and then added two more as
Derby won 5-0.

Woodcock’s feat gained added distinction in that it was
achieved against a team that had won all of its previous
13 home League matches!

SUFFERING
® While Villa were suffering their first home defeat,
neighbouring Birmingham City — our Kenilworth Road
visitors this afternoon — recorded their first away League
victory in a local derby at West Bromwich.

Given the boost of an early goal from Howard Gayle,
the Blues went further ahead in the 72nd minute when
Mick Harford scored. Mick Perry pulled one goal back for
the Throstles but Birmingham held on to win.
® Southampton met one of their bogey teams at the Dell
and very nearly came a cropper yet again. In 17 previous

ROGER DAVIES

home games against Ipswich in the League, the Saints
had managed to squeeze just four victories. Ipswich had
won three of their last five games at the Dell.

Although Steve Williams gave the Saints a snap lead,
transfer-listed Paul Mariner struck back with two to give
Ipswich a 2-1 interval lead. Nick Holmes equalised soon
after the break but it was only after the visitors had been
reduced to 10 men — by the controversial dismissal of
England centre-back Russell Osman — that the home
side began to take command in the late stages.

Substitute Steve Moran scored Southampton’s winner
two minutes from the end.

Veteran striker Frank Worthington, who missed the
Saints’ game at Kenilworth Road through suspension,
was free to play again against Ipswich but he failed to
celebrate his 600th League appearance with a goal. In
fact, he had only scored once for Southampton at that
point but manager Lawrie McMenemy was not too wor-
ried.

‘He has a football brain and a lot of skill,” said the
Saints’ boss. ‘I don’t expect him to be running about all
over the place. We have two other forwards to do that.
Even if he doesn’t score himself, Frank has the ex-

perience to take opponents out of the game and to make"

openings for others.’

FURTHER EVIDENCE
® Queens Park Rangers gave further evidence that they
don’t need the help of their plastic pitch to win them First
Division points. Last season’s Second Division Cham-
pions soared into third place after a splendid 3-0 win at
Norwich.

‘We have won exactly the same number of points away
from home as we have at the Bush,” smiled manager
Terry Venables. ‘People keep saying that our good home
record is partially down to the pitch. That’s not right. We
have a good home record because we are a very good
team and we continue to prove that on grass pitches, too.’

Venables does concede that training on the artificial
surface makes his players more skilful, though. ‘They
have to be so much more precise with their passing,
otherwise the ball bounces away into touch. They also

TONY WOODCOCK

¥ |
Lgene on One. Scene on One..Scene on One

TERRY VENABLES

have to be good at trapping the ball and in many other
skills.’

Success at Norwich gave Rangers their third suc-

cessive away win in the First Division, with a goals record
of 9-0 — not bad for away games.
® Leicester City finally recorded their first victory since
winning promotion to the First Division. Hapless Everton
were their victims at Filbert Street where goals from Alan
Smith and Paul Ramsey gave Leicester a welcome 2-0
victory which lifted them out of bottom place.
@ That place was taken by Wolves who were still awaiting
their first win after losing 3-0 at Manchester United.
Wolves then had only three points from drawn games
and, in addition, were beaten in both legs of the Milk Cup
by Third Division Preston.

Frank Stapleton (twice) and Bryan Robson scored all
United’s goals in the opening half to keep the Reds firmly
in top place.
® Sunderland manager Alan Durban has been seeking
ways to strengthen his squad but, after being tempted, he
finally decided against an exchange deal with Arsenal
who wanted midfield man Nick Pickering. The Gunners
wanted to trade striker Lee Chapman in a straight swop.

Although Durban is an admirer of Chapman, who
played under his managership at Stoke City, he was in
the end reluctant to lose Pickering, who played for
England on this summer’s Australian tour and who is
clearly a future England star.
® Coventry City, the club we had all dismissed as certain
relegation candidates before the season had even started,
continue to give their critics the two-finger salute with a
series of outstanding performances. The Sky Blues added
another victory at Stoke (3-1) and looked nicely
established as a middle-of-the-table team.

Although they sold virtually their entire first team last
summer, new manager Bobby Gould has miraculously
knocked his hastily-assembled team — which contains
several players who had never played higher than in the
Third Division before — into a winning combination.

What’s more, attendances at Highfield Road have been
averaging 11,951 — and that’s about 1,500 up on last
season.
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AND LET US GET YOUR WINTER
ENTERTAINMENT OFF TO A FLYING START!

Buddy Greco and the National Dec 4 Mary O'Hara

Youth Jazz Orchestra
The Ted Heath Orchest
Lindisfarne

Boys of the Lough
Woody Herman Orchestra

Russ Abbottfs Madhouse Show

9 Syd Lawrence Orchestra
11 Des O’Connor
16 Blaster Bates in Concert
Jan 26 Petula Clark in Concert
28 Royal Philharmonic Orchestra
‘Evening of Popular Classics’




GARY PARKER

LUTON 4 BRIGHTON 1

TEAM: Sanders, Hancock, Davies, Burke, Ellisdon,
Driscoll, McEvoy, Ager, Peil, Desmond, Oldfield.
Subs: Covington, Medhurst.

We got off to a good start in this game when we had
one goal disallowed for off-side but came straight back
after the disappointment to grab another to go into the
lead.

Then, instead of pressing home the advantage, we
sat back and some sloppy marking on their first corner
allowed Brighton to equalise.

After their goal, our heads dropped and the team
were struggling to put two passes together for a spell,
we thought the game was going to drift away from us.

But we managed to put together some passes and
work the ball up to our centre-forward. He took the
ball on. his chest and past his-defender and, as the
goalkeeper came out, chipped the ball over him into
the net. It took us in at half-time 2-1 up but with a few
things to put right during the break.

The second-half was fairly even, but did not look
likely to produce a goal for us. We decided it was time
(midway through the half) for a substitution. It had an
almost immediate effect, and we managed to
capitalise on a good cross ball which, under pressure,
was only half cleared, to give us our third goal.

We made another substitution and went on to add
another goal to give us a comfortable win. .

ARSENAL 2 LUTON 1

TEAM: Findlay, North (S), Johnson, Breacker, Sax-
by, Goodyear, Parker, McConville, North (M), Antic,
Watts. Sub: Stein (M) for Watts.

After promising play by both teams and good efforts
by Antic, Breacker and Mark North, Arsenal took the
lead with a curious goal. A left-wing cross went
through Jake Findlay’s hands and, as he was
challenged by Lee Chapman the ball hit Jake on the
head and bounced into the net. It was hard to accept,
but a Findlay header had put the Gunners one up.

Another Arsenal goal early in the second-half seem-
ed to put the game beyond us, but following good ap-
proach work by Clive Goodyear and Cahal McCon-
ville, Mark North was able to glide a left foot shot into
the corner of the net. This set up a hectic finale with

MARK WATTS

Town throwing caution to the wind seeking an
equaliser which never came.

LUTON 4 MILLWALL 0

TEAM: Findlay, Breacker, Thomas, Saxby,
Goodyear, Johnson, Parker, Antic, Aylott, Smith,
Watts. Sub: North (M) for Antic.

In this evening fixture, a Gary Parker shot, following
good play by Trevor Aylott, nearly gave us a splendid
start, but it took 25 minutes for Town to score after
Raddy Antic was hauled down in the penalty area.
Gary Parker put the penalty kick away.

Town were now looking confident and added a se-
cond when a wicked low cross from Tim Breacker was
turned into the net by a Millwall defender, to give us a
2-0 half-time lead.

After a shaky start to the second period, an inswing-
ing corner by Gary Parker was met firmly by Trevor
Avylott’s head and the ball was turned over the line by
Mitchell Thomas for his first goal of the season.

Our final goal was the best — so simple but effec-
tive. A diagram pass by Trevor Aylott; a through pass
by Mark Watts allowed trialist Mark Smith to hammer
a low right-foot shot past a despairing Millwall keeper.

LUTON 3 SWANSEA 1

TEAM: Duncan, Cummings, Thomas, North (S), Sax-
by, Goodyear, Parker, Johnson, Aylott, McConville,
Watts.

Town put the accelerator pedal down from the start
and, after near misses by Cahal McConville and Gary
Parker, Mark Watts headed in following good work by
Trevor Aylott.

Luton were well on top and the second goal followed a
fine right-wing move involving Gary Parker and trialist
Chris Cummings which ended in Trevor Aylott chesting
the ball in. An energetic McConville was deprived of a
goal when Parker was ruled off-side following further
good interpassing play just before half-time.

Two up is never a good scoreline to relax on, and
Swansea came out after a major half-time service and
took the game to us and scored a goal.

But then the situation clicked as we strove to get out
our two goal advantage back. Finally we did, Mark
Watts scoring following a goalmouth scramble.

INSIDE JOB?

& EEsY €
JUNIOR HATTERS SPONSORED BY THE
THE MASCOT THE ESCORTS

IAN WOOD

For the first time this season, the
Junior Hatters president Ricky Hill
introduces this afternoon’s mascots
and escorts. .

Ricky is actively involved in pro-
moting the Junior Hatters Club and
regularly attends meetings where he
willingly mixes with the youngsters.

MASCOT

IAN WOOD of Wilstead, Bedford, is
11 and attends Abbey Middle
School, Elstow, Bedford. His in-
terests are football, swimming, col-
lecting football programmes, mugs,
reading and electronics.

ESCORTS

JASON BENNETT of Sandy, is 11
and attends Sandy Place Middle
School. He plays football for Sandy
Colts Under-12 and lists his interests
as football and all other sports and
collecting beer mats.

DAMIAN BLOW of Dunstable, is 10
and attends Ashton Middle School,
Dunstable. He plays football for 3rd
Dunstable Cubs and his interests are
football, rollerskating, cricket, wat-
ching Luton, playing games, stamp
collecting and reading.

ROBERT HYNAN of Limbury is
eight and attends St Josephs School.
His interests are athletics and foot-
ball.

ROBERT HYNAN
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GLAZING REPAIRS & GLASS SUPPLIES L3 §0 e s
| PATIO DOOR & WINDOW INSTALLATIONS ' RBSi
| DOUBLE GLAZING (SECONDARY AND SEALED UNITS)
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR DECORATORS

For Domestic and Commercial enquiries contact Luton 53025/597505

video games and reading.
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GLAZING & DECORATING
J. Sapsworth Limited |

92 Marsh Road. Luton. Bedfordshire LU3 2NL 4
Telephone: Luton (0582) 53025/597505 g 1
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EVERY SATURDAY
MORNING !

KEITH WALPOLE




Be in the Top League this season with

LUTON TOWN
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The only
place to go for
real fitted Bedroom
Furniture

-

You'can see the full range of
Wallspan luxury fitted bedrooms on
display at your local Wallspan
Showroom. So don’t take our word
callin and check the quality and price
for yourself. We have been designing
and manufacturing furniture for over
20 years. After all, when you are
spending between £400 and £1,400
we think you should see what you are
getting before you buy and not place
an order from a pretty picture or
model.
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QPR 0 LUTON TOWN 1
That 6-0 defeat at Liverpool two weeks ago became nothing more than a memory at Loftus Road last
weekend where a tremendous goal from Paul Elliott in the 10th minute gave us three points.
(Top) Take that . . . Elliott jumps to knock the ball past Peter Hucker for that all-important goal.
(Above) Almost, but not quite . . . Gary Parker enjoyed a fine game in his first senior appearance of the
1 season and this effort could have given him a late goal but for a tremendous save by Hucker.
More pictures on pages 26, 28 and 29

UNRIVALLED FOOTBALL COVERAGE

You know the score with Wallspan

W l * FREE INSTALLATION
Span * FREE HOME PLANNING . v

. * WIDE CHOICE OF FINISHES
* CREDIT FACILITIES (WRITTEN DETAILS ON EXCLUSIVE HATTERS LOCAL
e moms REQUEST) COLUMN REPORTS LEAGUES
; by by by
SHOWROOMS THROUGHOUT THE UK Come and see us today DAVID BRIAN ERIC
PLEAT SWAIN NORRIS

LUTON TOWN PICTURES BY MARK RICHARDS

IN THE LUTO N NEWS TH.URSDAY 12p
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- Unit 174, Bute St, Arndale Centre, Luton.
Tel: Luton 23015
Heod Office and Showroom, Maulden 4Rd, Flitwick, Beds. Tel: 716161

59 Midland Rd, Bedford. Tel: 211327
18 Market Place, Stevenoge, Herts. Tel: 724853
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Dear Sir, Originating from South of the
Thames 1 was a Charlton fan. However,
since adopting Luton four or five years ago |
have become not only impressed with the
designs and developments of a creative
positive type of football, but also the pro-
gressive approach of the excecutive side of
the club.

However, it is the fans which make me
sigh with disbelief. This season, the max-
imum number of home supporters must
average 10,000. I wonder if Luton Town do
really appreciate the team. Through im-
provements this season in the team’s com-
mitments, fitness and experience I rate
them second to Liverpool. Unless the Town
are prepared to support the club I can only
see the team being drained of its success.

Instead of staying away from matches, or
paying for aeroplanes, be positive.
Everyone should bring one extra supporter.
A viable club today cannot afford to neglect
the commercial side. Gone are the days
when a football ground stands idle for 80
per cent of its time.

If you want it support it.

Linda Miles
Colefield Drive
Leighton Buzzard

Dear Sir, I am interested in forming a travel
club for Luton supporters living in London,
with a view to arranging travel to away
games. I would be grateful if you would be
so kind as to print this letter in the match-
day magazine, in order that any interested
parties might contact me.

My telephone number is as below (after
6.30 pm) on weekdays.

David Blakeran

33 Glenhill Close

Lichfield Grove

Finchley

London N3

Tel: 01-346-0254

Dear Mr Pleat, Having watched your team
play last Saturday against Southampton
FC (of which I am a loyal supporter, and
hardly miss a game). I felt I had to write to
you congratulating you on your achieve-
ment of building a fine team on a relatively
low budget.

I have been to many Southampton mat-
ches, but it is the first time in which [ was
captivated by the opposition’s play.

Please print this letter in your magazine
to remind your supporters what a fine and
exciting team they have.

My loyalty to Southampton has not
wavered in any way but I hope to pick up a
few pounds at the end of the season on your
team’s efforts.

Continue playing well and, if Southamp-
ton do not win the League, I assure you I will
be willing your team on to win it.

1 think you will have a tougher time at the
Dell, but don’t forget to tell Brian Stein to tie
his bootlaces together before he plays.

Ian Lanfear
Gratton Close
Sutton Scoteny
Winchester
Hants

Dear Mr Tomlins, I am writing to say thank
you for the two enjoyable days I spent at
Kingshott School, Hitchin at the Soccer-
world Autumn Clinic.

My friend and I felt we learned a lot about
football. I hope Luton continue to do well in
Division One.

Neale Palmer
High Street
Stotfold
Hitchin

Dear Sir, [ am writing on behalf of my hus-
band who has been a fan of Luton Town
Football Club for many years. He has
followed their ups and downs and was ab-
solutely thrilled when they were promoted
to the First Division.

Although we live in Coventry, he spent
his childhood in Luton and his family still
lives there. Obviously whenever we visit he
watches the match and remains an ardent
fan even when the Town don’t play well
(though he realises this is not often!)

Julia Jewell

Stoke Park School
Dane Road
Coventry

West Midlands

Dear Mr Beevor, I am writing on behalf of
Henlow Colts FC to thank you for your help
in providing a signed football to help raise
funds for our club. I was given your name by
Mr Larkinson and, as this is our first
season, everybody at the club appreciates
what you have both done.

We will raffle the ball at our next function
and it will be a great help in raising funds for
Henlow.

Would you please thank the players for
taking the time to sign the ball. Hopefully,
in our small way, we can be as successful as
Luton!

Ian Mitchell
The Churchyard
Hitchin

Herts

Dear Mr Beevor, Thank you for the
marvellous day last Saturday, it was a day I
will always remember.

I enclose a picture which was in our local
paper with the write-up which appeared the
week before.

Can you please send 12 Junior Hatter ap-
plication forms for the boys in my class at
school. They all want to join after they saw
me on Match of the Day.

Mark Ralley
Warnham Gardens
Bexhill

| |

Our photo caption shows three players’ heads mixed up. Again, all you
have to do is name the three players and their current club.
Write your answers on a postcard with your name and address and

send your entry to Luton Town Phototeazers, Luton Town Football Club
Matchday Magazine, 70-72 Kenilworth Road, Luton.

SOUTHAMPTON WINNER
The winner of the Name the Faces competition in our Southampton
Magazine was Mr R. Hatcher, 29 Derwent Drive, Bletchley, Milton
Keynes, MK3 7BG. A super prize from Luton Town FC is on its way to
you Mr Hatcher — well done!

" KEVIN RICHARDSON
(Everton)

DEREK PARLANE

SIMON STAINROD
(Manchester City)

(QPR)

NAME
THE
STAR

The ‘Name The Star’
competition continues from
our Wolverhampton, Aston
Villa, Southampton and
Rotherham Matchday
Magazines. This is a
continuing competition when
we will add a small
proportion of the body of a
famous player inviting you to
guess the player’s identity.
As the details increase so the
prize will diminish. Send
your entries to: ‘Name The
Star’ Competition, Luton
Town Football Club
Matchday Magazine,

70-72 Kenilworth Road,

ETUELE?]

Mr P. J. Sullivan, Tricentrol Trading Ltd
Kings Road, Flitwick, Beds.
Tel: 95-712121.

J. Fedigan, ‘Adriatic Enterprises Ltd
20 St. Margarets Way, Leicester.
Tel: Leicester 0533-26022/3

Mr D. Newton, Lormane Agents Ltd
72-76 Union Street, Dunstable, Beds.
Tel: 660272.

Mr J. Mead, Pilcourt Ltd
151 Bearton Road, Hitchin, Herts.
Tel: 0462-4367.

Mr G. White, White’s Stationers Ltd
57 High Street, Woburn Sands
Milton Keynes MK17 8QY

Tel: 0908-583291.

Mr J. Peters, Avica House
346 High Street, Berkhamstead.
Tel: 75977.

Mr D. Keech, D. W. King & Co
Argyll Works, Stevenage, Herts.
Tel: 0438-4400.

Mr D. Ludlow, Ludlows of Luton Ltd
Thistle Road, Windmill Trading Estate,
Luton, Beds. LU1 3XJ.

Tel: Luton 29883/4.

Mr F. Ludlow, Frank Ludlow Ltd
71 Windmill Road,

Luton, Beds.

Tel: Luton 414441.

Mr J. Boylen, Berkeley Associates
Printing Specialists, PO Box 332, Newton
Longville

Milton Keynes MK1 7QA

Tel: 0908-75918.

Mr D. W. Graves, Westmount
Gravel Path, Berkhamsted, Herts.
Tel: 04427-75977.

Mr F. W. Pearce, F. W. Pearce (Builders) Ltd
1a Wilsden Avenue, Luton, Beds.
Tel: 24163.

Mr A. D. Lambert, Broad Street Print
9 Broad Street, Hemel Hempstead, Herts.
Tel: 82-65490.

Mr M. Manning. Beard & M Ltd
152 Leagrave Road, Luton, Beds.
Tel: 22538.

Mr T. Bailey, Wallspan Bedrooms Ltd
Industrail Estate, Maulden Road, Flitwick, Beds.
Tel: 9571-3621.

Mr D. Rand, David Rand & Co Ltd
51 Radlett Road, Frogmore, St. Albans, Herts.
Tel: 98-72492.

Mr R. A. Finch, Computer Technology Ltd
Eaton Road, Hemel Hempstead, Herts.
Tel: 82-3272.

Mr E. Elliott, Emeralla
Market Square, Biggleswade, Beds.
Tel: 0767-313273.

Mr J. Waller, Lathom & Co
King Street, Luton, Beds.
Tel: 29221.

Mr E. Edwards, County Motors Ltd
Unit 1, 166 Camford Way, Sundon Park, Luton
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Building houses to make homes in

at
Bramingham Road, Luton
Parkside, Houghton Regis
Wallington Rise, Baldock

Church Green, Bletchley
Kimbolton Gardens, Bedford
Merton Court, Bedford ,
Millfield, Bedford
Padbury House, Bedford
Future development: Astra Court, Luton

Two Mile Ash, Milton Keynes z

LUTON LTD

Telephone: Luton (0582) 422771
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NEWSIDESK.. NEWSDESK.. NEWSDESK...

TAILOR MADE FOR HATTERS

If you see our players out and about in
the town and wonder why they look so
smart, the answer may be because
they have their suits made at An-
thonys Tailors in Dunstable Road,
Luton. :

The owner, Anthony Niclaou,
recently held a belated party for our
lads after promising them a few bottles
of bubbly if they maintained their First
Division status at the end of last
season. <

That’s all part of history now, but
the reward was still collected when the
party spirit was mixed with a fitting
session for Clive Goodyear and Paul
Elliott, pictured here with Anthony in
his shop.

PROGRAMME FAIR
The increasing popularity of football

s

programmes has seen a huge jump in
the number of people collecting them.

Values of programmes has grown
enormously in recent years when col-
lectors have made desperate attempts
to obtain rare copies.

We have heard from Walthamstow
Avenue FC who are holding their next
Programme Fair on Sunday 4th
December at 10.30 am until 2 pm. Ad-
mission is a bargain 25p.

SOS IR SOSTEESOS

Will Stuart Basson, of Newbold Road,
Chesterfield, please contact A. Shury
at 24 Hadrian Avenue, Dunstable,
after today’s match.

CENTURY CLUB

There has again been a long interval
between our last visit to Kenilworth
Road and our game this afternoon,
when we welcome Birmingham City to
help provide our entertainment. We
look forward to a good game, and send
best wishes to our team.

We have missed out on some 21st
birthday celebrations among our team
but our belated congratulations go to
Frankie Bunn and Paul Walsh. Also
our best wishes are extended to Mal
Donaghy and his wife on the new addi-
tion to their family.

HAVING A CANON BALL!
Canon, major Football League spon-
sors this season, recently took advan-
tage of the excellent conference
facilities at Kenilworth Road to show
their potential. customers a full range
of their products.

David Moss, Kirk Stephens and
skipper Brian Horton didn’t need too

competition when we lost over two legs
to Rotherham, there was still someone
who derived pleasure from the second
meeting between the team at
Kenilworth Road.

The game was sponsored by
Remdex Bradley who donated a fully
automatic camera to the player who
won the Man of the Match tag.

It went to skipper Brian Horton who
is pictured receiving his award after
the game.

MIKE’S BIG SEND-OFF
As supporters may have seen in the

against us at Vicarage Road on 26th
November all ticket. We have been
allocated only 100 stand tickets
which go on sale at the ticket office on
Monday. Postal applications will, NOT
be considered.

However, our standing tickets will
be available for personal or postal ap-
plicants who must enclose the correct
remittance and a stamped addressed
envelope.

REFEREE
Trevor D. Spencer, of Salisbury,
began refereeing in local Hampshire

magazine for the Rotherham game,

much persuasion to pose with the
glamorous young ladies helping to
promote the event.

MAN OF THE MATCH
Despite the disappointment of making
our exit from this season’s Milk Cup

our promotions manager Mike Hard-
wicke has left the club to take a job in
Australia.

Before he went, the players dipped
their hands into their pockets to buy
Mike a cut glass decanter which he is
pictured receiving in the dressing
room.

WATFORD TICKETS
Watford have made their game

Leagues and the Hampshire Senior

4 & Bt
League, and continued via the Football
Combination to the Football League
List. Was a linesman at the Texaco
Cup Final in 1971, a European Cup
semi-final in 1972, and in the 1971
Anglo-Italian Tournament.

A married man, with two daughters,
he is an Equipment Planning Engineer
for a large oil company. His interests
and hobbies are golf, DIY work and
caravanning.

AND HOW TO SATISFY IT

We're very definite aoout our taste in beer
around here. A clear light pint is what we look for;
with a good, clean smack of malt and hops.

And there’s only one name that really
satisfies the local taste — BB. The light beer first
brewed in Luton during the darkest days of the __,
War by J. W. Green.

Only the finest hops and
good, ripe barley go into the making.
Then the brew is matured to
exactly the right degree to give
you a bright refreshing pint
with a sound, full flavour.

ruled the Hatters.

American servicemen in local wartime
bases declared that BB, chilled, was the nearest
taste to Stateside draught.

It went down well when Syd Owen

And it's been going down well ever since.
Because BB is brewed with a proper respect
for quality. To keep up the traditions we

value round here.
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Graham Ford ««cece

Your Comprehensive Builders Merchants

Depots at:

LUTON — KINGSWAY 31199
DUNSTABLE — BEALE STREET
603111

LEIGHTON BUZZARD —
LEIGHTON ROAD

373486

KNOW
WHERE
WE'RE
GOING.

FALCON HOLIDAYS LTD

Take no chances book with a
bonded A.B.T.A. member.
Phone now for a copy of our
latest brochure

FALCON HOLIDAYS LTD
190 Campden Hill Road
London W8
Telephone: 01 221 6298
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COMPUTERS MICROGRAPHICS CALCULATORS

'The Canon'louch

Welcome to the Canon League.

COPYPHONES )

This exciting new venture in British sporting history is well
under way. It brings a new dimension to football.

In sporting history, Britain will be remembered for creating
football, one of the most exciting and popular sports in the world.

With its international status, Britain’s national sport now boasts
a partnership with one of the world’s leading manufacturers of cameras
and business machines. ‘

Canon has a long-standing tradition of involvement with the
international sporting community — backed by a well-earned reputation
for quality and reliability as a manufacturer of cameras and copiers.

Canon expertise in precision optics and electronics extends to
other areas as well: Calculators, Copyphones, Computers, Typewriters
and Micrographics.

Canon products are designed to make work more productive
and leisure more exciting! The Canon tradition coupled with the
excitement of football —a winning combination!

We hope you enjoy today’s game.

Canon (UK) Limited, Waddon House, Stafford Road, Croydon CR9 4DD.

HATTERS WHOS WHO
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Another episode in our popular who’s who series.
This week: Billy Waugh.

The man the Hatters had to thank for bringing Billy
Waugh to Kenilworth Road was . . . Adolph Hitler!

‘I had joined Hearts as a 17-year-old,” explained Billy.
‘But when the war came and I joined the RAF I was
posted to Bicester where I was a physical training instruc-
tor. I played for RAF Bicester and that was how I first
came into contact with Luton.

‘Who can say what would have happened if it hadn’t
been for the war. I suppose it would have been most
unlikely for me to play for Luton but I'm very pleased it
turned out that way because I have many happy
memories of my days with the club.’

It was in 1942 when he first played for Luton. The club
didn’t have a manager at the time and secretary Archie
Wickson organised the team.

‘In those days we used to have a lot of guest players,’
recalls Billy. ‘I remember playing with Eddie Hapgood,
the England full-back. He was an officer in the RAF when
he turned out for Luton.

‘Then there was George Goodyear and Billy Cooke
whom I remember well. There were many others.

ORGANISED BASIS

‘Sometime before football got going on an organised
basis again after the war, George Martin became
manager of the club. In my opinion, he was one of the
best managers in the business.’

Billy remembers the big crowds which watched foot-
ball in those early post-war days and some games still
stick in his memory.

‘Do you remember the Newcastle game, just after the
Football League started again? I scored the first goal and
we went on to beat them 4-3.”

He became the first Luton player to make 100 League
appearances after the war. Although he was originally an
outside-left, he could play on the other flank, too.

‘I was always the outside-left,” he recalled. ‘Then they
signed Dally Duncan and, as he was also a left-winger, I
moved over to the right. Dally later became manager of
the club but that was about the time I moved on.’

In 1950 he signed for Queens Park Rangers and he
spent three very successful years there.

COMPLETED

Bournemouth signed him in 1953 and he completed his *

League playing days with the Dean Court club.

‘I was coming to the end of my playing days then and I
found that it would be more to my advantage to go into
non-League football. Remember, the weekly wage foot-
ballers received in the Football League in those days was
only £15.

‘I could earn £12 a week in non-League football and
also do a job that paid £12 so it made sense for me to do
that, particularly as my days in the League were ap-
proaching the end, anyway.’

Billy then signed for Bedford Town until he eventually
drifted out of the game altogether. These days he is the
general secretary of the Recreation Club at Electrolux.

‘We have 26 sections and I'm responsible for organising
all the sport,” he said.

Because of this he doesn’t get a lot of chance to see
Luton in action these days although he was planning to
see the Hatters at QPR last Saturday.

‘Tony Ingham was the captain when I was with
Rangers and I have always kept in touch with him,” ex-
plained Billy. ‘He’s a director of the club now and, when
Luton were due down there, he invited me to go along.’

His active sporting life now focuses mainly on golf. ‘It’s
a great time consumer and, what with my work, it doesn’t
leave much time for visiting Kenilworth Road these days.
But I do manage to get there from time to time, just to
keep the old memories alive.’ .

In his eight years with the club, Billy Waugh played
between 250 and 300 games for the club. Many of those,
of course, were in the war-time regional competition but
his record in the Football League was:

CAREER RECORD
Apps Gls
Luton 1946-47 41 5
1947-48 33 -
1948-49 38 2
1949-50 23 2
QPR 1950-51 25 2
1951-52 36 1
1952-53 15 3
Bournemouth 1953-54 18 3
229 18

By TONY PULLEIN
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Your local suppliers of
‘printed polythene & paperbags.
Short runs a speciality.

Drincess Dackaging Ltd.

HEATHFIELD WORKS, LEYTON ROAD, HARPENDEN, HERTS.
ALS 2JB  TEL. (05827)66806 OR 64431 (24 HR. SERVICE).

For all your
Floral arrangements contact:

INBLOOM

(Suppliers to Kenilworth Suite)
45 Latimer Road, Luton

3

Journal

JOHN WILKINSON — CLUB SECRETARY

Cleandustrial
Services Ltd

The Professional Approach to
Your Cleaning Problems

84 Aldermans Hill N13

Official Cleaning Contractors to
Luton Town FC

Telephone: 01-882 4626

NORTH LUTON
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE

NEW FACTORIES/
WAREHOUSES AVAILABLE

FULLER PEISER St Quintin

01-499 8931 01-236 4040

B. DOHERTY
SKIPHIRE

34 MOUNT PLEASANT ROAD
LUTON
Telephone: 54633 and 54799

We often hear people say ‘How times have changed.’
To illustrate that, we played Birmingham City in a
Division Two match at Kenilworth Road on 27th
August 1952. It was played on a Wednesday evening
with a 6.15 pm kick-off.

There were 20,231 spectators in the ground and the
gate receipts for the game were £2,165.11s.9d. Out of
that, the club had to pay £236.17s.9d. entertainment
tax. Match officials expenses were £14.5s.3d.; prin-
ting of match tickets and the advertising costs
amounted to £15.17s.6d.; Police charges for the
game was an astronomical £14.12s.9d. The only
thing that hasn’t changed is the four per cent levy paid
to the League.

We still have to pay the same percentage now. The
total payable that day was £73.19s.1p. After all ex-
penses were paid the visitors were entitled to 20 per
cent of what was left and that share came to
£255.4s.5d. Those figures are a far cry from today. An
attendance of 20,000 should bring in a figure of ap-
proximately £32,000. VAT would claim just over
£4,000. The cost of ticket printing is about £200.
Match officials expenses average about £100 but the
Police charges work out about £3,500. The four per
cent levy to the League would be about £800.

The visiting team do not take anything out of
receipts now and you can see that, on these figures
alone, ‘Times have certainly changed.’

The match played over 30 years ago resulted in a
1-0 win for Birmingham. The two teams were . . .
LUTON: Streten, Cooke, Aherne, Morton, Owen,
Watkins, Sexton, McJarrow, Moore, Pye, Davies.
BIRMINGHAM: Merrick, Green, Martin, Boyd,
Badham, Warhurst, Stewart, Purdon, Briggs, Mur-
phy, Wardle.

Two weeks ago I met two former Luton players,
Bruce Rioch and Alan Slough, who are now guiding
Fourth Division Torquay United. They were at Nor-
thampton and, although they lost 2-1 they played
some very attractive football. Obviously they were
disappointed with the result but it is early days yet. We
talked later of the times at Luton and they both send
their regards to all their friends.

MEMORY
LANE

Without any doubt Syd Owen was among the best
centre-halves in the country and his consistant
displays eventually won him full international
honours against Hungary, Yugoslavia and Belgium
in 1954.

Although he was ideally built for a centre-half, it

was as a wing-half that the Town secured him from
Birmingham City in 1947, it was not until near the
end of his second season that he wastried at the
centre of the defence.

He was an immediate success and was the

Town’s captain until he retired after the Cup Final
in 1959.

He was appointed manager the following season

but held office for only one season when he became
chief coach at Leeds United, working closely with
Don Revie. He later had coaching spells with Hull
City and Birmingham City and is currently at
Elland Road in a part-time capacity looking after
the younger players.

Syd Owen pictured with the Player of the Year
award he won in season 1958-59.

nglia
Telex%on

Proud to serve
the
East of England.

20




G.B.ZE Windows
Manufacturers & Installers

of

WHITE UPVC
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS,
DOORS & PATIOS

Telephone:
LUTON 454395

YOUR NATURAL
WARMTH FROM
, YOUR LOCAL

ANTHRACITE
PHURMACITE
COALITE
REXCO
HOMEFIRE
COAL

SHOREY'’'S TRAVEL

Tel: Flitwick 713289

LUXURY
\ COACH HIRE
Bt F FOR FOREIGN &
. UK EXECUTIVE
COACHES

COMPETITIVE RATES -
FRIENDLY SERVICE - LOCAL BASED

28 Sheepfold Hill, Flitwick, Bedfordshire
Silsoe 60694

National
Westminster
Bank PLC &

Luton, Bury Park Branch
142 Dunstable Road
Luton

Beds LU1 1EU

Tel: Luton 411511

R. E. LAY & SON LTD

BUILDING & CIVIL ENGINEERING CONTRACTORS

Specialists in Subsidence Repairs
146 WEST STREET
DUNSTABLE, BEDS
Tel: DUNSTABLE 608571

|GEERE & CO LTD
Sculptors
and Masons

LUTON MONUMENTAL WORKS
233 DUNSTABLE ROAD
LUTON LU4 8BN
BEDS
Tel: Luton 30313

Mugs: Crested Pottery £1.50 »*

SDuveniI\S Pens: Orange/White 15p sae
| Pens: Orange 25p sae
' Dare we mention that Christmas is almost here? It’s a gi)osgel;?g:mérgtr;%egrange /White £54(')Z)5 ?gg
. fact — and we can help you with presents from our exten- ~ Ties: Navy — Club Crest £3.30 22p
. sive stock of souvenirs which are available on a mail Sweat Bands 95p 16p
- order basis or by personal collection. Straw Hats £3.50 x
' This is a further selection of our stock. All you have to ~ Straw Hats: Mini £1.50 20p
" do, if taking advantage of our mail order system, is to England Quiz Books £1 23p

Luton Town Record £1  16p

1 t Luton T FC, 70-72 Kenilworth y
;e(?:d yz::m:eq\:iet; thl:z (;r:)rre(::‘:"rlemittance and e:(is‘:,(:nd Luton Town Video £20 85p
| ! ’ Football Shirts Adidas: (Home and Away)

packing costs. Boys 26" £10 40p
If you order on a personal basis, our staff will be Large Boys 30" £10 40p
~ delighted to assist you. Youths 32-34" £12 40p
Price P&P Small Mens £12 40p
Car Mascot: Mini Football Kit 75p 16p Medium Mens 38" £12 40p
 Gloves: Woollen Orange or White £1.50 16p Large Mens 40" £12 40p
= A
Lotteries
‘ w2
NYES  NE
10T ALy Acey,
N ﬁo\ﬁ\’ S WEL S
WS Copm,
. o b o
| O 1o
| | MMIS ES o) (o \N\ A (¢} | Ml e
| SIONP F Q) “ANG bty 5t e eize A e %-mumﬂim
AlID O\)“ ot y e

CALL INTO THE COMMERCIAL OFFICES
IN KENILWORTH ROAD OR
TELEPHONE LUTON 30748 OR 412418.

THE DERBY GAME AT WATFORD ON NOVEMBER 26th?

Why not take advantage of the luxury coaches provided by our
TRAVEL CLUB?

A

The fare is only £2 and coaches Iéave the Maple Road car park at 1.00 pm

Bookings are now being accepted in the Commercial Offices.
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Birmingham City

Birmingham City seem reason-
ably sure of keeping clear of
serious relegation problems this
season, after so narrowly missing
the drop in May. But manager Ron
Saunders would feel much happier
about their aspirations to win
something if the Blues could im-
prove their away form.

At St Andrews they have looked
exceedingly confident, winning five
of their opening six games. But
apart, from a good win at Second
Division Derby (3-0) in the Milk
Cup, the fruits from their away
trips had been poor until they won
at West Bromwich (2-1) a fort-
night ago. V

Prior to that they had drawn at
Wolves (1-1) and Everton (1-1) but
lost at West Ham (0-4), Notts
County (1-2) and Aston Villa (0-1).

Having spent so much time and
energy in rebuilding the side, since
taking over as manager in January
1982, Saunders made only two
major close-season signings this
summer — defender Billy Wright

from Everton, plus forward Tony
Rees from Aston Villa.

No fewer than 30 players were
used in the Blues’ First Division
side last season but now the team
has a far more settled look about
it. Mick Harford and Tony Rees
have been operating as the
strikers.

Harford, a £100,000 signing
from Newcastle two seasons ago,
began his career with Lincoln,
leading their scoring list with 16
goals in 1979-80. He scored 15
during the first-half of the follow-
ing season and this prompted
Newcastle to sign him for
£200,000 — a record for a Fourth
Division player.

In the summer of 1981 he mov-
ed on to Bristol City for an agreed
£150,000. But, when City ran into
financial problems and could not
maintain the repayments, they
agreed to sell him to Birmingham.
But, to enable Newcastle to get
their money, a unique transfer had
to be arranged. So Mick signed

one form to make him a Newcastle
player then, minutes later, signed
another to register him with Birm-
ingham!

TRANSFERRED

Rees was under Saunders’ charge
when he was manager of Aston
Villa. Tony completed his appren-
ticeship with Villa but didn’t get a
chance in their first team. He mov-
ed across the city to join the Blues
this summer and went straight in-
to the team.

The midfield has been compris-
ed of Howard Gayle, Byron
Stevenson, Mike Halsall and
Robert Hopkins.

Gayle was signed from Liverpool
for £75,000 last season. Howard
had been crowded out by the big
names at Anfield and was limited
to four outings in the First Divi-
sion. He went to Fulham on loan in
1979-80 and earlier last season en-
joyed a very successful loan spell
with Newcastle. Howard scored
his fifth goal of the season at West

Back row (left to right): lan Handysides, Wayne Mumford, Mick Halsall, Les Phillips, Pat Van Den Hauwe.
Centre row: Graham Doig (Physio), Mick Ferguson, Jim Blyth, Noel Blake, Tony Coton, Dave Langan, Keith Leonard (Coach).
Front row: Mick Harford, Robert Hopkins, Jim Hagan, Ron Saunders (Manager), Kevan Broadhurst, Billy Wright, Mark Dennis.

~ AWAY FORM
HINDERS BIRMINGHAM

Brom.

Stevenson first played League
football with Leeds in 1974-75. He
won international recognition
whilst at Elland Road and now has
15 Welsh caps. Birmingham sign-
ed him in an exchange deal two
seasons ago.

Halsall grew up with Liverpool
but found his prospects very
limited at Anfield. After moving to
St Andrews, he was drafted into
their First Division side last
season.

Hopkins was another young
player with Aston Villa when
Saunders was there. He was
limited to two substitute ap-
pearances in Villa’s First Division
side, though, and followed
Saunders to Birmingham last
season.

FIRST APPEARANCE
Kevan Broadhurst, who also plays
in defence, has often appeared in
midfield this season. He served his
apprenticeship at St Andrews and
made his first appearance in their
League XI in 1976-77. In 1979-80
he spent a loan period with

Walsall but he now looks back on

more than 150 senior games for
the Blues.

Another possibility for a place in
midfield is Lee Phillips, Another
Birmingham discovery, who was
initially blooded in the team two
seasons ago.

Billy Wright soon settled down
as Noel Blake’s partner in the mid-
dle of the defence.

Wright graduated through the
Everton academy, making his
First Division debut in 1977-78.
Billy was capped twice by England
‘B’ and won six Under-21 caps dur-
ing his four-and-a-half seasons as
an Everton regular. He lost his
place midway through last season.

Blake developed wunder
Saunders’ guidance when both
were at Aston Villa. Noel was
given his early League outings in
1979-80 and two seasons ago went
to Shrewsbury on loan. Birm-

ingham signed him for £35,000
last season.

Jim Hagan and Pat Van Den
Hauwe usually operate in the full-
back positions.

Hagan is a former Irish Youth
international who left Larne Town
to join Coventry for £25,000 in
1978. After a loan spell with Tor-
quay, he was released by the Sky
Blues in 1980. He played for
Detroit in the USA then Seiko in
Hong Kong, before rejoining
Coventry in 1981. Birmingham
signed him during the 1982 close
season.

Van Den Hauwe is a Belgian but
he completed his apprenticeship
with Birmingham. He made his
League debut five seasons ago.

DEPUTISED

Wayne Mumford deputised at
right-back for a couple of games.

Pat van den Hauwe

Wayne was an apprentice with
Manchester City but it wasn’t until
he had joined Birmingham that he
got his chance in League football
last season.

Goalkeeper Tony Coton saved a
penalty in the first minute of his
League debut against Sunderland
in 1980. A former Blues’ Junior,
he spent a loan period in
Hereford’s Reserves in 1979-80.

Since Birmingham returned to
the First Division in 1980, the
threat of relegation has never been
too far away. Last season they
were bottom of the table in April
and everyone’s choice to go down.

Indeed, when they lost 3-1 at
Kenilworth Road on 12th April
they already looked a doomed
side. But, as things turned out,
that proved to be their last defeat
of the season.

The Blues won five, and drew
one, of their remaining six fixtures.
Even so, their fate remained in the
balance until three minutes from
the end of their final game at
Southampton when Mick Harford
scored the winning goal that made
them safe.

Form during the closing games
was an inspiration to Saunders
who felt he was close to getting a
good squad together. And he went
into this season with a fair amount
of optimism.

His hopes of winning one of the
Cups received a boost when Birm-
ingham won 3-0 at Derby in the
first leg of round two in the Milk
Cup. They then won the return 4-0
to qualify them for this week’s
home game against Notts County
in round three.

Their best season in the League
was 1955-56 when they finished
sixth in the First Division. They
also reached Wembley that season
for the Second time. But, as in
1931, they finished on the losing
side. )

Their only major trophy was
achieved in 1963 when they
defeated-local enemies Aston Villa
3-1 on aggregate in the League
Cup Final. In 1958 and 1961 they
were runners-up in the European
Inter-Cities Fairs Cup (now the
UEFA Cup) and they were on four
occasions Champions of Division
Two. -

By TONY PULLEIN




QPR 0 LUTON TOWN 1

More action from last Saturday’s tremendous victory in London where we collected three valuable points.
‘My ball’ is what Paul Walsh could be saying as he waits to receive a corner.

‘My ball’ is what Rangers’ keeper Peter Hucker is definitely saying after diving at Brian Stein’s feet.

26

| LUTON'S FUTURE

LETTER FROM LUTON TOWN
FOOTBALL CLUB TO THEIR SUPPORTERS

Supporters will recall reading previous matchday
magazines when statements concerning the club’s
future have been published for the benefit of our
fans. This is the latest statement, issued by the
chairman, and circulated to shareholders, sup-
porters, friends and other interested parties.

As I am sure you are aware the Board of Luton Town
Football Club, faced with the threat of the proposed
and much needed A505 Luton Dunstable Relief Road,
have been engaged since 1980 in delicate negotiations
with the Borough and County Councils and others in
an effort to secure a real and lasting future for the
Club.

Unfortunately time is not on our side. By the end of
the 1984-85 Season we will have to give up an impor-
tant part of our present site at Kenilworth Road, in-
cluding access to one complete side of the ground, for
the construction of the Relief Road due to begin in
1985. To decimate the ground in this way would be
contrary to our ambition to foster a top class Football
League Club and will, in our view, be a prelude to
Luton Town Football Club going out of existence.

We are convinced that relocation is the only answer
if the Relief Road is to go through as planned, and we
must plan the Clubs future accordingly. This will be
expensive and compensation for the damage brought
about by the Relief Road will be an essential part of
the necessary funding. We shall therefore continue to
press our claim for compensation in full.

In March of this year, having already rejected
several other sites, including one belonging to the
Council at Lewsey, Luton Borough Council turned
down for what they saw as good reasons suggestions
that we consider a site (the Vauxhall Sports Ground at
the Brache estate, Park Street) Owned by Vauxhall
Motors. With that in mind the Club examined other
alternatives including the redevelopment of
Kenilworth Road, and a move to Milton Keynes. Just
five weeks ago the Council changed its mind and in-
vited us to reconsider the Brache estate.

Having looked at the matter more closely, our pro-
fessional advisers are of the opinion that the technical
and environmental reasons behind the initial rejection
of the Brache estate still stand, added to which it is
now clear that the Borough Council is politically com-
mitted to a public inquiry adding more delay, further
uncertainty, substantial additional costs for the Club,
and the unlikelihood of a favourable outcome. Fur-

ther, in spite of the fact that we live in an era when .

gate revenues only contribute a small proportion to

the operating costs of a Football League Club, the
Councils invitation only extends to an application for a
sports stadium rather than a mixed stadium/commer-
cial complex which is the only way that any new
stadium project can be turned into a viable entity.
Consequently, the eleventh hour fundamental change
of attitude by the Council, while obviously welcome as
such, offers too little, too late.

In order for clubs to survive and prosper at the top
level, they must aim to provide and be able to main-
tain top class facilities, but this cannot be financed
from football alone.

You will have read in the local papers and seen in
our programme of 3rd September that a suitable site
exists in Milton Keynes where the Development Cor-
poration has offered its whole-hearted support for a
project that includes a multi-purpose covered stadium
that would provide a new home for the Football Club
and yet be capable of being used for many purposes
besides football. Such a project has already received
approval in principle by the Football League.
Although the detailed terms have yet to be concluded
we can reveal that Milton Keynes Development Cor-
poration has agreed in principle to provide a fully ser-
viced site, such that the Club now has a very real op-
portunity of relocation and survival as a top class club.
We aim to join those clubs who share that ambition
and we therefore see Milton Keynes as an exciting op-
portunity to create something not just to match
others, but as a chance to lead football out of its pre-
sent difficulties and into the way ahead.

Although we know that there are those who are
against the Club moving out of Luton we do urge you
all to look at this matter realistically and against the
background of all the circumstances. We also assure
you that we shall do all that we can to preserve our ex-
isting goodwill and support, to retain the Club’s identi-
ty, and to keep you fully informed.

Consequently, given the threat which the Relief
Road poses to the Club’s future, having tried per-
sistently but so far unsuccessfully to find ways and
means of remaining in Luton, and having examined
the whole situation realistically and in detail, this
Board has decided unanimously to pursue the very
real and exciting opportunity which now exists at
Milton Keynes, and which in the circumstances ap-
pears to us to be the only way for the Club to secure its
future.

THE CHAIRMAN, BOARD OF DIRECTORS
AND MANAGEMENT OF
LUTON TOWN FOOTBALL CLUB
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QPR 0 ‘Well done, Paul’ . . . Our scoring hero, Paul Elliott, is mobbed by his
.. colleagues after beating keeper Peter Hucker with a fine header which
LUTON TOWN | provided us with an excellent victory in West London last Saturday.




FOOTBALL.COMBINTTION ATTENDANCES AND DIVISION ONE TABLE 1983-84
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Copyright of The Football League Home fixtures in bold + Player replaced by substitute * Own Goal @ Goalscorer
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