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There was a feast of entertainment in our home game against
QPR where a valuable point kept us at the top of Division Two.
Above: Brian Stein takes a tumble as he tries to work his way
between two defenders.

Below: Up, up and away . . . Stein tries a header watched by
Ricky Hill and Mike Saxby (half Hidden).

Pictures: Tony Ward — Evening Post-Echo




AROUND THE STADIUIT

AND NOW, A WORD FROM OUR SPONSORS

If you have ever wondered what happens to would be professional
footballers who never made the grade, we can provide the answer
— they run building companies.

Two directors of today’s sponsors, Barratt Developments, are
former Luton players who had to admit their business talent
outweighed their soccer skills.

Managing Director, Roy Chapman kept goal for the old
Metropolitan League ‘A’ team back in the 50's, and Sales Director
Mick Pattinson lined up in a more recent youth team alongside
Bruce Rioch and Alan Slough.

We are pleased to see these two did not hold our decision against
us and are, for the second time, bringing their colleagues and guests
back to sponsor us. Last season, Barratt supported our match
against Sunderland which ended, unfortunately, in defeat.

“Without being disrespectful to Birmingham City, we are today
hoping to see that we are not a bad omen for the Town"’ said Pattin-

On the subject of sponsors, we were delighted to welcome
Richard Safranek and his company, Neahurst, who sponsored our
last home game against QPR, to Kenilworth Road.

The match also marked the opening of the new sponsors room,
part of the former Hatters Club, which has been renamed the Joe
Payne Lounge.

Secretary John Wilkinson refers elsewhere in this afternoon’s
match day programme to the opening event, but it is, perhaps, ap-
propriate to record chief executive John Smith’s words at the
ceremony.

"Joe Payne's record of scoring ten goals in one match for Luton
will never be equalled,” he said. “It is fitting that this new room
should be called the Joe Payne Lounge in memory of his fantastic
achievement.”

Mr. Smith, who presented Mrs. Payne with a bouquet, is pictured
with her (left) and Mrs. and Mr. Safranek, who received a clock

son. "Above all, however, we would like everyone to see an enter-
taining and enjoyable match.”

Barratt Developments (Luton) Ltd. are part of the nationwide
construction group specialising in private house building. The com-
pany currently has a number of developments in the area offering a
wide range of property from £16,000-£60,000. Well-known for its
helicopter appearing on TV commercials, the company is better
known among purchasers for the unique range of sales aids it offers
to make home-ownership a relatively simple business.

The company also provide attractive showhouse complexes on
each development for public viewing seven days a week between
11 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Luton supporters may be interested to know that David Moss and
Kirk Stephens will open the company'’s latest showhouse at Step-
pingly Road, Flitwick, on Sunday 9th December at 11 a.m.

The company are also sponsoring a pre-match penalty competi-
tion

from the club to mark his sponsorship.

WE'RE ON THE BOX AGAIN
We've done it again — and there
seems no end to our television ex-
posure. After visits from Anglia (v
Sunderland), BBC (Preston) and
London Weekend Television (QPR),
Kenilworth Road welcomes back
television cameras again this after-
noon for the fourth time in five
weeks.

This time, its the turn of Anglia
and Gerry Harrison again. Welcome
back Gerry, it's nice to see you
again.
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The atmosphere and quality of the football in the last home game against QPR gave us much hope for
the future. Although we failed to capitalise on our approach play, one could not help feeling we
provided the evidence to convince supporters that we are capable of producing a successful side. | hope
local armchair viewers who saw Sunday’s Big Match programme gained some indications of our
abilities, but | hope they realise we need active, not passive, supporters. Half the lads in my son’s school
“support” Manchester United or Liverpool — and have never seen them play! They would be better
advised to come with their dads to Luton. '

Congratulations to Paul Price, Mal Donaghy and Paddy Grealish for their international calls. Everyone
here is delighted with their success and hope we will soon wish the same congratulations to others.
Paddy is beginning to annoy me — he is scoring for his country, but not for us, and | hope he can soon
put that right!
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A. G. BERRY ESQ.
BRENGREEN HOLDINGS LTD.
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TEL: 01-248 6026

C. J. HUDSON ESQ.
E. W. HUDSON HOLDINGS LTD.
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N. S. FOOKES, ENGINEERING SERVICES LTD.
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R. W. UNWIN ESQ.
R. W. UNWIN & CO. LTD.
PROSPECT PLACE, WELWYN HERTS.
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JOHN’S
JOTTINGS

Our visitors today started life as Small Heath Alliance
and turned professional in 1885, two years after being
formed. They changed their name to Birmingham in
1906, and a few years later added the word City.

Many famous names have worn the colours, in-
cluding two international goalkeepers, Harry Hibbs and
Gilbert Merrick. Merrick made 486 appearances from
1946-1960. ‘Gentleman Joe' Bradford scored 249 goals
for them, which is still a record for the club.

Welsh international full back, Billy Hughes, was a
mainstay for many years and, later in his career, was
transferred to Luton where he soon became a popular
figure with the supporters. The managers who have
been with them since the War reads like a Roll of
Honour. Names such as Bob Brocklebank, Arthur
Turner, Gil Merrick, Stan Cullis, Freddie Goodwin and
Sir Alf Ramsey, just to name a few.

They have also been fortunate enough to have a taste
of European football, entering the Fairs Cup in 1955-58
and have appeared in several finals.

One date which will always be remembered at Luton,
especially by those involved, was Saturday, September
17 1955, when our team was on its way to play a First
Division fixture against Birmingham. Ten miles south of
Warwick, the coach was involved in a collision and end-
ed in a field.

Although bruised and shaken, they managed to reach
St. Andrews on time for a game which resulted in a 0-0
draw. The teams were: Birmingham: Merrick, Hall,
Badham, Boyd, Newman, Warhurst, Astall, Kinsey,
Brown, Murphy, Govan. Luton Town: Baynham,
Dunne, A’Herne, Morton, Owen, Shanks, Cullen,
Turner, MacEwan, Cummins, Adam. The first match on
our records between the two clubs was on February 12,
1898, when, as Small Heath, we played on their ground
and lost 4-2.

In more recent times, we did meet in the FA Cup third
round — when, in front of 17,543 fans we lost 1-0 on
January 4, 1975 — a game in which Bob Hatton took
part. We did, however, gain revenge on April 19, 1975,
when we won away 4-1 with Adrian Alston scoring two,
and John Ryan and Jimmy Husband hitting the others.

At our last home game against Queens Park Rangers,
| was pleased to welcome Mrs. Payne to the club to
coincide with the opening of the Joe Payne Lounge.
She was accompanied by Mr. and Mrs. Ted Duggan,
our former player, whom we were pleased to welcome
back. It was something of a reunion for Ted because,
not only is he a former QPR man and met a few old ac-
quaintances, but two former Luton players were here —
Norman Stephenson and Les Hall. | saw them having a
real old chat about the past. Great to see them here, and
| think they must have enjoyed what they saw.

Tickets are now on sale for our home match with
Chelsea on New Year's Day. | would advise supporters
to buy early to save disappointment. Would our fans
who normally stand on the open terrace, please use
either the Enclosure or Oak Road end for this game? It
will help our stewards and the police with crowd
control.

John Wilkinson

CONMERAL
(ORNER

We've got souvenirs, we have scarves and track suits. We could even
find you a car sticker. In fact, when it comes to Christmas presents for
the children, we've got the lot. But the magnificent selection of
everything we sell can be bought only from the club’s OFFICIAL
souvenir shops inside the Kenilworth Road stadium.

The match day programme for our next home game against New-
castle United two weeks this afternoon will contain some exciting news
on a big package deal. But those mums and dads who can’t wait, we
reproduce the full list, with prices, of everything on sale.

Wood and Metal Wall Plaques: Players & Club Crest 99p; Printed
Scarves £1.75; White Bar Scarves £1.50; Taffeta Scarves 75p; Track
Suits, Small Men’s £15; Track Suits, Large Youths £14; Track Suits,
Youths £13; Track Suits, Boys £12; Track Suits, Small Boys £11; Orange
Bobble Hats 75p; White Bobble Hats £1; Luton Town Tee Shirts, small
£1.25; Luton Town Tee Shirts, medium £1.35; Luton Town Tee Shirts,
large £1.50; Special offer, Orange Tee Shirts, small, medium, large £1.50
(with Club Badge 60p extra).

Navy Vee Neck Sweaters: 30-32” £4.75; 34-36” £5.25; 38-40” £5.50;
42-44" £5.75; 46" £6; Luton Town Mugs 65p; Blazer Badges 60p; Metal
Badges 50p; Iron-on-Patches 25p; Sew-on-Patches 50p; Identity
Bracelets 60p; Neckletts 55p; Rings 35p; Key Rings 35p; Dart Flights
25p. Pennants 50p; rosettes 30p; Car Stickers 25p; Carton Car Stickers
10p; Hesian Bags 75p; Autograph Books 15p; Orange Luton Town Foot-
ball Kits: Small Boys £8.75; Boys £9.25; Youths £9.75; Small Men’s
£10.50; Club Ties £2.50; Football Card Games 75p; Team Photograph,
Colour 40p; Players Photograph, Colour 25p; Players Photograph, Black
and White 10p.

Sports Bags — Luton Town, Manchester United, Liverpool & Arsenal
£3; Luton Town Belts 50p; Luton Town Pens 15p; White Hooded
Sweatshirts, X large, large, medium, small £7.50; Wall Mirrors (Luton
Town Badge) £1.25.

NEWS FROM THE POOLS OFFICE
Your pools office needs you. And, this afternoon, we want to talk to the
Oak Road Enders. Without your vocal support, Kenilworth Road could
resemble Dundee on Flag Day. Every home game, you are responsible
for generating the added flavour to the atmosphere and we know the
players rely on it. It's all great stuff and we like to see you playing your
part.

Off the park, we also need your financial support. The pools office
have set a fund raising target of £220,000 this year to match the home at-
tendance receipts last season. We are aiming at this target with con-
fidence but, we have been asked to raise our combined efforts to
£300,000 — last year we raised £95,000 — and we therefore need your
valuable help.

If you are over 16 and are not already an agent, our extra £80,000
would become reality if our fans at the Oak Road end sold 50 lottery
tickets each every week. We pay good commission in addition to
bonuses and in some cases where enough tickets have bee sold, agents
receive free admission to home games.

We would like to think you will give this appeal your urgent support.
Don’t leave it to the fan standing next to you or leave it until tomorrow
— do it now and join our army of fundraisers by contacting Mike Hard-
wicke at the pools office on Luton 30748. It is hard to reach our First
Division ambitions. It will be even more difficult to stay there but you
can give us that small increase in cash to stay at the top. We must never
again “‘sell to survive’'. Our task is really simple — providing everyone
helps in their own small way. :

So, step forward and help play your part in the future of Luton Town.
The Oak Road Enders give their vocal support - now we are looking for
that in other ways. If you sold any of this month'’s five £1,000 ticket win-
ners, you would have also pocketed and additional £100. Have we hook-
ed you? Let's hear from you.

This month’s £1,000 winners are: Mrs. F. Groves, 20 Trumans Road,
Hitchin; Mrs. E. Canquest, 26 Eathill Road, Luton; Mr. M. Jones, c/o
Embassy Cinema, Parkway, W.G. City; Mr. G. Stillwell, Two Chimneys,
P. H. Station Road, Letchworth; Mrs. S. Donerhy, 48 Marsh Road,
Leagrave.

MEMBERS OF THE
Vice Presidents Suite

Blue Arrow Staff Bureau
3 Holywell Hill, St. Albans
Herts.

Phone St. Albans 61373

Drapers Coaches
117B Gardenia Avenue
Luton
Phone Luton 597391

Filmergraphic Associates
Alton Road, Luton
Phone Luton 36407

N. S. Fookes
N. S. Fookes Engineering
Services Ltd.
45 Latimer Road, Luton
Phone Luton 26783

Mr. 1. E. Holmes
Ivor Holmes Ltd.
82-88 Marsh Road, Luton
Phone 56622

E. W. Hudson Holdings Ltd
Union Street, Luton
Phone 30511

Richard C. Larkinson, Esq.
Richard C. Larkinson
(Baldock) Ltd.
Station Works, Baldock
Herts.

Dr. & Mrs. G. L. Plester
9 Briars Close
Nuneaton
Warwickshire

L. W. Wainwright
Fredk. Ray Ltd.
Stanbridge Road
Leighton Buzzard
Phone 372241

Robinson Metal (Luton) Ltd
Caleb Close
464 Dunstable Road, Luton
Phone Luton 53866

R & J Travis Ltd.
Northbridge Road,
Berkhamsted
Phone Berkhamsted 5303

Mr. R. FitzPatrick
Pre Hotel, Redbourn Road,
St. Albans, Herts AL3 6JZ

Chiltern Installations
28/32 George Street
Luton
Phone Luton 28308/9

Euro-Exhaust Centre
233 Dunstable Road
Luton
Phone Luton 38651

Fine Stamps Ltd.
Bilton Way, Luton
Phone 36761

Brian E. Handscombe
(Life and Pensions Broker)
22 Cardiff Road
Luton
Phone Luton24404

John Hooper (Builders) Ltd.
66 Chase Street
Luton
Phone Luton 412525

Mark James (Salvage) Ltd
16 West Street, Dunstable
Phone Dunstable 605944

P. Laycock
Luton Sports Press
Hazelbury Crescent

Luton

Phone 28757

A. Hunter, Esq.
Ravenmere Ltd.
Allric House
21 Farley Hill, Luton
Phone Luton 32640

Richmond Electronics
(Markyate) Ltd.
Hicks Road, Markyate
Herts.

Phone Luton 840761

T. & H. Tyre Services Ltd.
Manor Road
Luton
Phone Luton 27665

Mr. E. Fountain
Vauxhall Motors
Luton




TEWN-TEPICS

NEWS FROM THE CENTURY CLUB
For the second successive game, we
welcome newcomers to Division Two and to
Kenilworth Road this season. We look for-
ward to a good game with Birmingham City.

We had an interesting evening in the club
recently when we entertained the Bedford-
shire County Schools’ under-15 team, of-
ficials and some of the parents. You may
recall we wrote of the new Wilkinson Sword
Trophy in the last programme, and it is grati-
fying to report the Bedfordshire boys won
the sword. The official presentation was
made in the Century Club, together with in-
dividual plaques to the boys, in adddition to
County Badges for those who qualified.

As a thank-you to the Century Club for
their help and support, the Bedfordshire
County officials asked us to temporarily keep
the sword and we are very proud to display it,
not only in recognition of a fine effort by the
boys, but to serve as a reminder of the link
between the football club and Bedfordshire
County Schools’ Football Association.

NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE JUNIOR
HATTERS

We have decided to extend membership of
the Junior Hatters Club to May 31 next year
irrespective of whether your membership has
expired. This will enable all members to re-
main valid until the end of the season
whether they have been renewed or not.
During the period leading up to the expiry
date, we will discuss methods of reorganis-
ing the Junior Hatters Club in addition to
ascertaining if there are any additional
facilities we can make available.

LUTONARE

THETOPS!

SoareToshiba
TV Audio and
Hi-Fi Products!

We recently had the pleasure of accompa-
nying David Pleat, Ken Gutteridge and their
players in addition to other management
staff to meet the Bletchley Branch of the
Bobbers Stand Supporters Club. During the
evening, we met several members of the
Junior Hatters Club and were impressed with
the hard work and enthusiasm which goes
into ensuring the continued support of the
football club.

There is a heavy list of birthdays which fall
in the early part of December. We offer our
congratulations to the following with the
promise that your autographed photographs
will be sent to you shortly.

James Billson (1st); Gavin Hargreaves (2);
Vincent Keane (1); Simon Fensome (2);
Michael Richards (3); Sarah Palmer (3);
Leigh Cordwell (5); Michael Connolly (6);
Mark Campbell (7); Paul Wallace (7);Alex-
ander Gibson (8); Jonathan Farmer (9); Paul
Mulhollend (9); Gavin Muge (9); Frazer Irvine
(10); Mark Dickman (11); Troy Lindmeir (11);
Gary Fountain (12); Stephen Frost (12).

At the time of going to press, the closing
date for the competition in the QPR pro-
gramme has not been reached. We will give
the answers and winners in the Newcastle
programme two weeks today.

As usual, we have received a tremendous
response to our competitions, let’s see what
you can do about this one:

Name a team of ex-Luton players who are
now with other clubs and currently playing.

We will sort through the answers and then
select what we consider to be the three best
attempts as winners. There are many players
to be considered and, to give you the chance

to work at it over Christmas, we will make the
closing date December 31. Entries, as usual,
to Junior Hatters Club, Luton Town FC, 72
Kenilworth Road, Luton.

PLEASE GET THERE EARLY
We have decided to review the situation
regarding tickets available for senior citizens
using the Bobbers Stand, although this will
not affect the number of tickets reserved ex-
clusively. for them.

At our last home game against QPR, the
last senior citizen to buy a ticket passed
through the turnstile at 2.45p.m. which lefta
number of unsold tickets available which
could have been sold at alternative selling
points. We still plan to allocate 100 Bobbers
Stand tickets for the exclusive use of senior
citizens, but will review the position 15
minutes before the scheduled kick off time.

Unsold tickets still available at that time
will be transferred to other selling points. In
home matches where we are selling every
available ticket, it seems unfair to deprive
other fans of a seat.

Through our excellent relationship with
the local Press, we are attempting to keep
everyone informed with the ticket position
for various games.

Our secretary John Wilkinson was
scheduled to meet Watford officials yester-
day to discuss our allocation and ticket sale
arrangements for the game at Vicarage Road
on Boxing Day. The match is ALL-TICKET
and kick off at noon. Further details will be
announced in the local Press and future
match day programmes if necessary.

At the time of going to press, it looked as
though all seat tickets for this afternoon’s
game would have been sold. Immediate ap-
plication should be made for tickets for the
games against Newcastle and Chelsea in ad-
dition to our home game against Charlton on
Friday evening, December 21.

Available from:
DUNSTABLE

Target Electrical,

45 Katherine Drive.

Telephone: 67750

JH. Abell (Dunstable) Ltd.,

135 High Street North.

Telephone: 63200

LUTON

Coventry Radio Ltd.,

189/191 Dunstable Road.

Telephone: 28201

Inkop Ltd.,

3 The Gallery;

The Arndale Centre.

Telephone: 30919

Williams & Richardson Litd.,,

174 Biscot Road.

Telephone: 26263

D.PHobbs Litd.,

11 King Street.

Telephone: 20907

B.]. Barrett,

162 Dallow Road.

Telephone: 24406

Radio House,

729 Dunstable Road.

Telephone: 51031

B.&B. HiFj,

29 Winchester Street.

Procramme
P.us




othmans
The greatest name in

King Size

wagemeniars the best tobacco money can buy

MIDDLE TAR As defined in H.M. Government Tables.
H.M. Government Health Departments’ WARNING:
CIGARETTES CAN SERIOUSLY DAMAGE YOUR HEALTH

Southampton 1 Luton Town 1
Southampton started this Football Combination game with
an all-out attack and only 'keeper Alan Judge kept the score
down to one goal by the interval. In the second half Luton
came more into the game and, in the 57th minute, Andy
Pearson equalised. In the closing stages, Luton finished
strongly and could easily have snatched the winner.

Team: Judge, Jones, Turner, Goodyear, Harriott,
Johnson, Madden, Ollis, Small, Ingram, Pearson, Heath.

Bristol City 2 Luton Town 0
Playing against a strong wind, Luton struggled to make any
headway and it was no surprise that Bristol scored two
Midland Youth League goals after 45 minutes. In the second
half, it was a complete reversal with Luton creating many
chances but bad finishing and a good performance from the
Bristol 'keeper saw Luton still two goals in arrears.

Team: Walker, Woodward, Murphy, Johnson,
Piotrowski, Foote, Brammer, Madden, Small, Bunn, Cosby,
Heath, Turner.

Leicester City 1 Luton Town 2

Playing against a strong Leicester Youth League team,
Luton had the better of the opening exchanges and, after 18
minutes hand-ball by a Leicester defender gave Alan Cosby
the opportunity to score from the penalty. Luton continued
to create openings and Frankie Bunn rounded the central
defender to put Luton two up. In the second half, Leicester
came more into the game and, from a set piece scored. In the
closing stages, Leicester pressed hard but Luton’s defence
held out.

What have

LUTON TOWN FOOTBALL CLUB
8. K.F. 4U.K,) LTD,
BIRMINGHAM CITY FOOTBALL CLUB
CM.C.

in common?

'RESERVE REPORT

Team: Hardcastle, Johnson, Murphy, LeBlond,
Piotrowski, Woodward, Brammer, Madden, Small, Bunn,
Cosby, Heath.

Luton Town 4 Milton Keynes 0
This Wallspan Southern Combination game, played at Hit-
chin, was a triumph for our youngsters. Playing against
much older opponents, they finished easy winners with
goals from Bygraves, Cooper, Bradshaw and Heath.
Team: Walker, Greene, Sisman, Brammer, Evershed,
Bradshaw, Cosby, Cooper, Bygraves, Woodward, Heath,
Baker, McFall.

Luton Town 1 Peterborough 2

Luton Town, after two excellent performances agaist Nor-
wich City and Tottenham in the Southern Junior Floodlit
Cup, at Kenilworth Road for the right to go into the last eight
of the competition. Luton opened well and created several
chances early on but Peterborough went ahead from a free
kick just outside the area and, ten minutes later, went into a
two goal lead when a cross from the right was deflected past
'keeper Rob Walker.

Luton continued to create chances but poor shooting and
good goalkeeping kept them out. In the second half, Luton
had most of the play and should have taken advantage of
their chances. In the closing minutes Cosby scored a con-
solation goal but it came too late to retrieve the situation.

Team: Walker, Johnson, Murphy, Madden, Piotrowski,
Woodward, Brammer, Cosby, Small, Bunn, Heath, Foote,
Baker.

S C

WINNING TEAMS

WODEN ROAD WEST
WEDNESBURY, WEST MIDLANDS

021-556-4585




Barrait

Warden Hill
Luton

The Vikings
Flitwick

Hillgrounds
Kempston

The Crofts
Little Plaxton
Cambs.

Kings Hedges
Cambridge

Church View
Doddington
Cambs.

Thatchfield
Northampton

-
Barratt o you the widest
selection of new property for 1980 —
AND EVERY HOUSE COMES
COMPLETE WITH A MORTGAGE

3 and 4 bed detached property from £35,000 — £60,000
tel: Ron Carrington 0582 591091

1, 2, 3 & 4 bed houses and 2 & 3 bed bungalows from
£16,000 — £40,000
tel: Joan Joelson, Flitwick 5912

2, 3 & 4 bed houses, 2 & 3 bed bungalows from
£18,000 — £35,000
tel: Thomas Odd 0234 853457

3 & 4 bed detached houses 2 & 3 bed detached
bungalows from £24,500 — £34,000
tel: Shirley Fisher 0480 213485

1, 2 & 3 bed houses, 2 bed bungalows from
£16,250 — £30,000
tel: Jan Dawson 0223 312886

2 & 3 bed houses and bungalows from
£16,000 — £30,000
tel: John Templey 0354 740454

1, 2, 3 & 4 bed houses, 2 & 3 bed bungalows from

£13,000 — £35,000
tel: Margaret Field 0604 402625

Developments planned for the New Year at:

Forest View, Milton Keynes and Church Green, Bletchley

Showhouses open 7 days a week from 11.00 a.m. to 6.00 p.m.
Don’t forget to ask about our unique range of Schemes designed to make house buying simple.

MORTGAGE RATE FROZEN AT 113%% ON ALL RESERVATIONS

PRIOR TO DECEMBER 31st, 1979

Barratt Developments (Luton) Ltd., P.O. Box 5, Stopsley, Luton, Beds.

Telephone 0582 422771

Birmingham manager Jim Smith must
have been speechless after the first game
of the season when, after watching his
team build a three-goal lead against
Fulham at St. Andrews, he saw the Blues
lose 4-3.

That gave Smith the firstindications that
things were not all they should be in
defence. He could justifiably argue there
was little wrong with an attack which was
capable of scoring three times in the first
game of the season but, since then, may
not have been entirely satisfied with the
way chances have gone begging.

But Birmingham still occupy one of the
high spots in the Second Division’s promo-
tion rat race although, like other clubs in
the same situation, Smith is deeply con-
scious that only a run of good results will
keep the pot at boiling point.

Smith has, in the last two weeks, suf-
fered the disappointment of learning that
Scottish international Archie Gemmill is
likely to be out for at least another two
weeks with an injury. Smith was looking
for a midfield general during the summer
— and when he learned Brian Clough was
prepared to part with the vital experience
of Gemmill, didn't hesitate to bring him to
St. Andrews.

A month later, Smith pulled another
master stroke when he persuaded Colin
Todd, an English international, that his
future was with Birmingham’s push for
promotion. Todd arrived to bring stability
to the defence from Everton, after service

HERE THIS AFTERNOON

BIRMINGHAM CITY

with Sunderland and Derby County gave
him 500 Football League appearances.

That didn’t signal the end of the new ar-
rivals at Birmingham. Willie Johnson, in-
volved in controversy in Scotland’s World
Cup excursion, arrived on loan from Van-
couver Whitecaps and links with Birm-
ingham after service down the road at
West Brom and with Rangers.

Smith, however, has plenty of ex-
perience at his disposal although he made
several changes in the team following that
first day’s defeat by Fulham. Big things are
expected from keeper Neil Freeman, sign-
ed from Southend United just over a year
ago after spells with Arsenal, Northamp-
ton and Grimsby.

Malcolm Page has the benefit of almost
350 League appearances to his credit and
can play in either midfield or at the back.
He is Birmingham'’s most capped player —
a Welsh international — and made his
debut as long ago as 1969 against Everton.
Gary Pendrey is another defender with ex-
perience. He's made almost 300 first team
appearances and is a product of the club’s
youth system.

Apart from Gemmill's tremendous ex-
perience in the midfield"department, Smith
also relies on Tony Towers, formerly with
Manchester City before a move to the
North East with Sunderland. Midfield is
probably Smith’s biggest asset with the
addition of Alan Ainscow, signed from
Blackpool, in 1978, a player who can also
move forward to create and take scoring

oppportunities.

In attack, Luton supporters will not need
reminding of the threat posed by former
Town player Don Givens. He arrived at
Kenilworth Road from Manchester United
before Harry Haslam allowed him to make
the short move to QPR. He has been cap-
ped several times by the Republic of Ireland
and signed for Birmingham last year when,
in 38 appearances, he scored seven times.

England Under-21 international Keith
Bertschin, a strong, hard running front
man, occupied one of the forward posi-
tions with Givens. He signed from Ipswich
almost two and a half years ago, but his
career has been held back by leg fractures.

Former West Brom boss Johnny Giles
did Smith a favour by allowing Shamrock
Rovers’ Steve Lynex to move to St. An-
drews on trial. It culminated with Lynex be-
ing offered a full time professional’s con-
tract and, in two games last season he
scored once.

Smith also made additional summer
signings when striker Tony Evans, who
started his career with Blackpool, moved
from Cardiff in July. He was followed by
defender Terry Lees who spent six years
with Stoke City before making the short
move to Port Vale. In 1975, he was on the
move again, this time to Holland with
Sparta Rotterdam and FC Rhoda. Smith’s
other capture was keeper Jeff Wealands,
who was secured from Hull City, also in
July, after spells with Wolves and
Darlington.

Back row: Van Der Hauve, Givens, Wealands, Freeman, Bertschin, Towers. Middle row: Ainscow, Broadhurst, Calderwood, Gallagher,
Dillon, Curbishley, Dennis. Front: Jim Smith (Manager), Evans, Page, Gemmill, Lees, Lynex, Norman Bodell (Assist. Manager).




WHITBREAD

TROPHY
BITTER

AWAY TRAVEL

The Bobbers Club away travel section have organised
trips for every game until the end of the season. Prices
and timetables are:

Adults Children

1 Dec. SHREWSBURY £2:50  £2.00 10.00 a.m.
15 Dec. WREXHAM £3.00 £2.50 9.00 a.m.
26 Dec. WATFORD £1.50 £1.00 TBA
29 Dec. ORIENT £1.50.  £1,00 12.00 p.m.
18 Jan. SWANSEA £3.00 £2.50 1.00 p.m.

9 Feb. OLDHAM £3.00 £2.50 9.30 a.m.
23 Feb. SUNDERLAND £5.00 £4.00 8.00 a.m.

8 Mar. PRESTON £3.50 800 9.00 a.m.
22 Mar. Q.P.R. £1.50 ' £1.00 12.00 p.m.

4 Apr. CHARLTON £1.50 £1.00 12.00 p.m.

7 Apr. CHELSEA £1.50 = *£1.00 12.00 p.m.
19 Apr. BIRMINGHAM £2.50 £.00 11.30 a.m.

3 May NEWCASTLE £5.00 £4.00 8.00 a.m.

Our next away match is at Shrewsbury a week to-
day. The Bobbers Travel club will operate a coach
for those fans who want to make the trip, and
bookings will be taken in the Bobbers Club on
Wednesday evening.

FACE IN THE CROWD

This afternoon, we continue our little bit of fun for
the fans with another Face in the Crowd picture. It
doesn’t require any skill to win yourself a free ticket
for the next home game against Newcastle United
two weeks today. All the person ringed in this
picture has to do is to present himself at the ticket
office after today’s game with a copy of the match
day programme. Simple isn't it?

DOWN MEMORY LANE

This week’'s Memory Lane feartakes the form

of a competition. What we want to know is: Who
are the two Luton players in the picture? The first
correct answer will receive two tickets for our
home match with Chelsea on New Year's Day.
Please address all entries to: J. Wilkinson, ‘Down
Memory Lane’, Luton Town FC, 70-72 Kenilworth
Road, Luton, LU1 1DH. All Luton Town FC
employees are exempt from this competition.

IT'S ALL HAPPENING NEXT DOOR

Dark winter evenings and
cold weather don’t
necessarily mean there
isn’t any news from the
Hatters Community
Sports Arena situated in
the Maple Road car park.
In fact, it's exactly the
opposite with assistant
projects organiser Mike
lacono reporting with all
the latest news.

| hope you all enjoyed
Anglia Television’s Junior
Community Sports for All
competition where we
were joint first with
Peterborough. Perhaps
when we go to Ipswich in
the spring we will be first
outright.

As | have mentioned
previously, all the
competitors were
selected from coaching
courses so, if you have
not been on one, why
not give it a try. At the
moment, there are
hockey and netball
courses being held at the
Hatters Community
Sports Arena and there
will be more in future.
Congratulations to

Sandra Theodore,
Wendy Piper, Jane
Boyea, Sharon Horton
for being chosen as the
most improved netball
players, and winning the
prize of seeing the top
international at Wembley
in December, donated by
the Evening Post/Echo.
Most of you will have
seen the presentation of
the football certificates.
They were awarded to
the boys who attended
the summer football
coaching scheme. There
is a possibility that a
future coaching course
will be run in January.
Further details will be
given in this column.
Also, watch out for news
of the exciting five-a-side
competition to be held in
the New Year.

Details of any of the
courses may be obtained
from:

Mike lacono, Assistant
Projects Organiser,

c/o Marsh House Centre,
Bramingham Road,
Luton. (Telephone 56879
and 504211).

TODAY'’S REFEREE
SEWELL, JEFF (Leicester). Started refereeing when 16
in local Leicestershire leagues and progressed via the
Central League to the Football League full list. Refereed
the 1970 FA Sunday Challenge Cup Final and was senior
linesman in an Under-21 International — Belgium v
France in 1975. Senior linesman in 1978 FA Cup Semi-

Final.

A married man, he has two daughters, and is a Pro-
duction Control Engineer. Spends much time instructing
and lecturing new referees, but is intersted in all sports
generally, and plays squash, tennis and cricket. Is also a

keen gardener.

R A

SWV/LILIL

THE BUILDING SERVICE FOR
INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE

CONTRACTING
DESIGN &BUILD

MAINTENANCE

REFURBISHING
ALTERATIONS
& EXTENSIONS

Teamwork that gets results

T & E Neville Limited
Marsh Road

Leagrave

Luton LU3 2RZ
Telephone Luton 53496

SPONSOR KIDS

Thanks to the support and
generosity of

iHE
HERALD
NEWSPAPER

Two hundred children have
been able to watch today’s
game Free of Charge.
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"WHERE TEAM SPIRIT COUNTS AND
OUR CUSTOMERS ALWAYS WIN

IT PAYS TO CONSULT THE EXPERTS

C.P. HYDRAULICS
(OVERSEAS) LTD.

UNIT 4, PARK STREET INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
OSIER WAY, AYLESBURY, BUCKS.
Telephone: Aylesbury (0296) 81032/81033

Suppliers of: Just about every type of hose (rubber and plastic) including industrial
hoses, fittings, couplings etc. — Hose assemblies made to order — over £1 million of
stock available for immediate delivery anywhere in the U.K.

MATCH OFFICIALS

Referee:

J. SEWELL, Birstall

Linesmen:

K. COOPER, Swindon (Red Flag)
E. SCALES, Cheshunt (Yellow Flag)
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