


YOUR NEW MATCH DAY MAGAZINE
With the start of the new season, we welcome
you back to Kenilworth Road with a new ex-
citing programme.

In fact, it’s more than a programme — it’s a
brand new match-day magazine brimming with
national and Luton Town soccer news.

We aim to bring you up to date with every-
thing that’s happening on and off the pitch at
Kenilworth Road with a bumper MINIMUM
28-page magazine for every home match.

On the national scene, the magazine brings
you some of the top names in soccer with their
particular viewpoint. On the home front, you’ll
find everything you need to keep all the Luton
Town news and views at your fingertips.

We want Luton Town supporters to feel part
of the club by regularly reading the magazine,
and the editor welcomes your letters or views on
any constructive subject for possible inclusion.
Send your letters and views to the Match Day
Magazine Editor, Luton Town FC, Kenilworth
Road, Luton.

Inevitably, we have also been caught up in
vicious web of inflation. We have been forced to
increase our cover price to 30p — but for a
MINIMUM of 28 pages, we think you’ll agree
it’s splendid value for money.

ANY OFFERS?

No-one can deny that Luton Town supporters
aren’t world-wide. This week we received a
letter from Czechoslovakia where 20-year-old
Jiri Vasata is interested in exchanging badges,
programmes and pennants. Jiri tells us he
makes a hobby of collecting them from all over
the world and would willingly exchange some of
his collection for Luton items. Can you help?
Jiri’s address is Sidliste 9.5¢.2166,272 01
Kladno 2, Czechoslovakia.

IF IT'S A DRAW

If tonight’s aggregate score is level at the end of
90 minutes, a replay will be necessary on a
neutral ground mutually agreed between our-
selves and Gillingham. If the aggregate scores
are still level after 90 minutes of the replay,
extra time will be played.

If the score is still level at the end of extra
time, the tie will be decided by giving double
value to away goals in the first two matches. If
the teams are still level, the game will then be
decided by penalty kicks.

Tonight’s tie revives memories of the last
time we played Gillingham in the same com-,
petition. We travelled to the Priestfield Stadium
on Wednesday, August 19th, 1970 when
Malcolm Macdonald scored the only goal of the
game in the 31st minute. Our team that day
was Read, Slough, John Ryan, Hoy, Nicholl,
Moore, Jimmy Ryan, Court, Macdonald, Keen,
Givens. The attendance was 7,416.
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. . . there is
now a feeling
that we are on
the move ...

DAVID’S
DIARY...

It seems only yesterday we were playing Fulham here in our last home
game of last season. Victory in that match ensured the right finish for us
after an exciting struggle with seven other teams to escape from the
relegation area. Our aim now is to ensure that all the changes I made in
my first full season as manager begin to show positive results.
There can be no doubt that new defenders Jake Findlay, Kirk Stephens, ,
Mark Aizlewood and Mal Donaghy should have learned much from their
experience in their first season in the Second Division. Hopefully, we can
%ook forward to a season free from the injury hoodoo which plagued us
ast year.
Lilly Fuccillo has sweated his way through the summer and is
progressing after breaking his leg halfway through the season. We hope
David Moss and Ricky Hill are free from pelvic strains, and also that Kirk
Stephens has an injury-free season.
While we have been working hard in pre-season training, Alan West has
been playing in America with Minesota Kicks, and Godfrey Ingram has
been working with the celebrated New York Cosmos.
Our supporters will undoubtedly want to give a warm welcome to new
signings Mike Saxby, from Mansfield, and Alan Ollis, from Aston
Villa. Mick is a centre half who has the ability to play in the highest
company, while Alan is a midfield player who impressed us last season
but was denied his opportunity by his club’s surplus of midfield
players. Last season, we reached the quarter finals of the FA Youth
Cup, beating Villa on the way.
Tonight’s visitors, Gillingham, will provide difficult opposition. They
were unlucky to miss promotion last season and, in transfer deals
have bought shrewdly. Their manager, Gerry Summers, has high
ambitions for the club.
At Luton, the management team and players know that success can 2
be achieved only by a combined effort on and off the pitch. We
have reorganised in all aspects of the club and there is now a
feeling that we are on the move after a period of adjustment from
our financial depressions. We have new colours, a new match-day
magazine and our own catering facilities and sports centre. Our
optimism on the pitch is matched by the increased efficiency
behind the scenes generated by Chief Executive John Smith.
Perhaps most important from my view is that we have negotiated a
working relationship with the Vauxhall Motors Recreation Club for
the use of their facilities for our training headquarters during the
week. This will give the club’s management team better scope for
working with the players under the right conditions for training.
We hope to cement our links with the company and are grateful for
the help given to us by Messrs Fountain, Bell, Jackson and Clarke.
I hope you see a good cup tie this evening and look forward to the
beginning of our League programme when we entertain Cambridge

United on Saturday.
PN~

DAVID PLEAT




GILLINGHAIY]

Gillingham must have thought that
striker Tony Funnell had that promo-
tion touch.

His sequence of eight goals in the
last 11 games helped Southampton
win promotion to Division One two
seasons ago.

Then, last season, he looked like
doing it again after joining ‘the Gills’
for £40,000.

But, although he scored seven times
in the last eight games, Gillingham
missed promotion to Division Two by
a single point.

It was tough on Gillingham who,
despite several injury problems, main-
tained a constant challenge in the
promotion race.

Undoubtedly, one of the main rea-
sons why they failed to make the grade
was the absence in midfield of John
Crabbe.

Another former Southampton player
Crabbe broke an arm in March and
was ruled out of the crucial promotion
run-in.

However, with Crabbe now back in
contention, Gillingham hope to go one
better this season and finally win that
Division Two place.

They should have a good indication
of their chances from their two League
Cup games against Luton.

Manager Gerry Summers, who

joined the club four years ago after
spending six years as boss of Oxford,
has built a strong squad.

Up front he has three prolific goal-
scorers in Funnell, Danny Westwood
and Ken Price.

Westwood joined Gillingham from
Queens Park Rangers for £17,000 and
his speed and explosive finishing made
him top scorer last season with 19 goals.

Not far behind, came Price, with 15
goals. He first made his name with
Dudley Town, in the West Midlands
League, before joining Gillingham in
1976 after a short spell with Southend.

Gillingham also have plenty of
strength at the back where goalkeeper
Ron Hillyard was an ever-present last
season. He kept a clean sheet in 21
Third Division matches and has been
first choice keeper virtually since join-
ing the club from York in 1976.

At full back, Micky Barker is Gill-

ingham’s record signing — joining
them from Newcastle for £40,000 in
January.

The player he displaced was Gary
Armstrong. But he didn’'t go down
without a fight and by the end of last
season, Gary was back in the side
giving encouraging displays in midfield.

Another Gillingham signing last sea-
son was John Sharpe, a tough tackling
defender, who joined them from South-
ampton for £30,000 after a month’s
loan.

But it was reluctant defender Mark
Weatherly who was everyone’s choice
as Player of the Year. He started his
career as a striker before switching to
midfield and then being persuaded to
have a go at centre-back, where he
partnered John Overton.

Although he wasn’t too keen on the
idea, he took to the position like a duck
to water and was an ever-present last
season.
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Weatherly’s success meant that
former Aston Villa player, Charlie
Young’s first team appearances were
restricted after recovering from a
broken leg which he received in the first
League game of last season.

Young eventually did get back into
the side in the unaccustomed role of
right back and made several appear-
ances in that position.

Although only 27, Graham Knight is
easily Gillingham’s longest serving
player and has been involved with the
club for 13 years. In nearly 300 first
team appearances he has played in
every position with the exception of
goalkeeper.

Another long server is Daimien
Richardson, who has also amassed 300
appearances since his arrival from
Shamrock Rovers in November 1972,

In midfield, Gillingham have Terry
Nicholl, who belongs to a footballing
family with brother Chris playing for
Southampton and cousin Jimmy on
Manchester United’s books.

Another midfield player, Billy
Hughes, became the youngest player to
play for the club when he made his
debut against Southend in April 1976
at the age of 15.

Hughes has considerable potential
but faces competition from Dean
White, who won a regular place to-
wards the end of last season with some
forceful displays.

Gillingham also have two good up
and coming youngsters in defender
Steve Bruce and forward Pat Walker.

Back row (left to right): Colin Ford,
Gary Armstrong, Ron Hillyard, John
Short (Chief Scout), Steve Wheatley,
Graham Knight, Steve Dudley.

Centre row: Alan Hodgkinson
(Assistant manager), Dean White, John
Overton, Mickey Barker, Mark
Weatherly, Charlie Young, John
Sharpe, Steve Bruce, Billy Hughes, Bill
Collins (Youth Team manager).

Front row: Pat Walker, Terry Nicholl,
Daimien Richardson, Tony Funnell,
Gerry Summers (Manager), Ken Price,
Danny Westwood, John Crabbe, Terry
Jolley.




PICTURE PARADE

During the close season, manager David Pleat completed his search for a
centre half when he persuaded Manfield’s Mike Saxby to come to Kenilworth
Road for a club record fee of £200,000. Saxby is pictured in a light hearted
mood with the manager on the pitch after completing his transfer.

Picture: Evening Post-Echo.
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*Special price on packs marked special price.

MIDDLE TAR Manufacturer’s estimate
H.M.Government Health Departments’ WARNING:

CIGARETTES CAN SERIOUSLY DAMAGE YOURHEALTH

Our youth team will this season com-
pete in the new Wallspan Southern
Combination following the collapse of
the Chiltern Premier League in May.
David Bone, a former secretary of the
Luton League and chairman of the
Combination, has devised a Knock-out
Cup which guarantees every member
team a minimum of 28 games a season.

Clubs will have at least eight
matches in the Wallspan KO Cup in
addition to 18 League games.

Ten clubs have been accepted into
membership and will be split into two
groups with one comprising Milton
Keynes, Aylesbury United, Luton
Town, Potton United and Biggleswade
Town. Members of the other group are
Barton Rovers, Bedford Town, Letch-
worth Garden City, Stevenage Borough
and Dunstable Town.

Teams in each group will play each
other on a home and away League
basis, with the winners meeting the
runners-up of the other group to deter-
mine the two finalists. The semi-final
and the final will be played over two
legs with the aggregate score deciding

the winner.

RESERVE REPOR

Although the cup competition was
necessary to supplement League fix-
tures, a starting number of ten teams
has delighted League officials who see
the inclusion of Luton as a fine boost
for the competition’s status.

Games will start on September 1st,
and Luton manager David Pleat
explained his reasons for including his
youth team in the competition. ‘It
reduces travelling which, in these days
of inflation and heavy running costs,
must be something we have to give
great importance to.

“We felt the new League provided an
ideal opportunity for us to experiment
with our triallists in addition to giving
the youth team players a regular game
every week. Good competition at youth
level is most important to me and my
coaches John Moore and David
Coates”’.

Luton have also made an alteration
to their policy for Football Combina-
tion matches played at Kenilworth
Road. This season, home games will be
staged on Monday evening instead of
Tuesday — a move designed to give the
manager and his staff more time to
watch other games.

MATCH DAY ENTERTAINMENT
YOU CAN ENTERTAIN YOUR WAY — WITH OUR HELP

Luton Town are now able to offer a full match promotional scheme that
money (and not a lot of it!) can buy . . .

This, for starters, is what we can offer:
® Director’s Box Seats

® Excellent new entertainment facilities available from October,
accommodating 120 before, during and after the match. h.

An ideal way for taking care of clients, customers and employees
Pitch perimeter advertising
Programme advertising

Grandstand tickets for your own use
Tannoy advertising before the match and at half-time

DAVID COATES
Reserve Team
Coach

“We found most clubs played their
home reserve games on a Tuesday last
season and that restricted the number
of other games we could watch,”
explained the manager.

“By changing our Combination
home games to Monday, it means we
can watch our own youngsters and, in
addition, have more time to watch
other players during the rest of the
week’’.

The majority of managers watch at
least four games every week in addition
to their own teams and Luton’s change
of policy is obviously designed to

increase their scouting activities.

Let Luton Town help you. Ring Mike Beevor now on Luton 415978 or

411622 and he will be pleased to discuss your requirements in detail.




We have come of age!

21

“THE MIDAS TOUCH"
£1,000 WINNERS
(Up to 31st July 1979)

Miss Gina Mcauby, 68a, Springfields, W.G. City
Mr. H. Weedon, 27 Offly Rod, Hitchin

Mr. E. R. Jervis, 101 Drakes Drive, Stevenage

Mrs. O’Callaghan, 23 Oak Drive, Berkhamstead
Mrs. E. Wilson, 16 River Way, Luton

Mr. A. Ayres, 15 Pinewood Drive, Bletchley

Mrs E. Rowlands, 19 Hunters Way, W.G. City

Mrs. F. Tearle, 5 Parkfield, Markyate

Mrs. F. Dragovic, 7 Bassett Road, Leighton Buzzard
Mrs. M. Hedges, 104 Clarence Road, Leighton Buzzard
Mr. A. Chandler, 149 Manor Road, Caddington

Mr. H. Robinson, 21 The Vine Yard, W.G. City

Mr. D. J. Wilmot, 5 Harvest Mead, Hatfield

Mr. F. Healy, 14 Rimgwood Road, Luton

Mr. F. Fizsimmonds, 52 Norfolk Gardens, Borehamwood
Mrs. E. Atwell, 39 Sweet Briar, W. G. City

Mrs. P. Willis, 64 Westfield Road, Berkhamstead
Mrs. K. Shipp, 83 Solway Road, Luton

Mrs. A. Brand, 7 Donne Close, Royston

Mr. D. Colquitt, Gosmore House Cottage, Hitchin
Mrs. E. Smith, 12 Lawn Avenue, Kimpton

You will notice that there are seven sale points around
the ground on every match day.
BUY “THE MIDAS TOUCH” REGULARLY

At 25p each every fifth ticket is a winner
so why not buy FIVE!!

COMPANY
CALL

Support the Town
and stay top of the League
by advertising in our
Match Programme

You can use us for
advertising your products or
filling those job vacancies

For further details ring:

MIKE BEEVOR
(Luton 415978 or 411622)

COMNERCIAL
CORNER

Would you like to be £1,000 better off? Of course you would
— and you could be if you buy the club’s super Midas Touch
lottery tickets every week. And even if you don’t win the big
one, there are dozens of other cash prizes to be won every
week.

Because public demand for the tickets outstrip supplies,
another lottery — Aztec — has been launched offering the
same prizes as the Midas Touch. These include cash prizes
of £100, £50, £25, £10, £5, gold watches, calculators and £1
consolation prizes in addition to the £1,000 jackpot.

There are also benefits for agents selling the tickets. Each
agent receives ten per cent commission on all sales and a ten
per cent bonus on all prizes redeemed and, if their turnover
exceeds £50 a week every week, agents are also entitled to a
free ticket for all home Second Division games.

Sounds attractive doesn’t it? If you would like to be an
agent simply call into the pools office, 74 Kenilworth Road
or telephone Luton 30748 (24 hour answering service). Better
still, buy a ticket at any of the sales points around the
ground. Tickets are available from the kiosks in the Bobbers
Stand and at Maple Road and Kenilworth Road.

e o o
FAMILY EMPHASIS

Luton Town want to encourage families to watch home
games and have introduced a family season ticket. A section
of the Bobbers Stand has been specially reserved for family
season ticket holders and there is a great saving by pur-
chasing tickets in this way.

Ticket prices depend entirely on the numbers of adults
and children involved, but one example is for two adults and
two children at a cost of £102 which represents a very attrac-
tive proposition for four seats for the entire season of 21
home Second Division games. Enquiries should be directed
to the ticket office, Kenilworth Road.

Barratt-
the household name

We're now the biggest private housebuilder in the country. The
reason’s obvious. We offer better quality at lower prices.

Warden Hill, Luton

3 and 4 bedroom detached houses.
Prices from £33,000 to £53,000.

Tel: Ron Carrington, Luton 5691907

Barratt Developments (Luton) Ltd.
PO Box 5, Luton, Beds.

Kings Hedges, Cambridge

2 and 3 bedroom houses and bungalows.

Prices from £16,450 to £28,950.
Tel: Jan Dawson, Cambridge 312886

SHOW HOMES AND SALES OFFICES
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK11AM-6PM

BRICES ATED ARE SUE
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LUTON TOWN GILLINGHAM

JOHN FINDLAY RON HILLYARD
KIRK STEPHENS JOHN SHARPE
MARK AIZLEWOOD MICK BARKER
TONY GREALISH JOHN OVERTON
MIKE SAXBY MARK WEATHERLY
PAUL PRICE JON CRABBE
RICKY HILL TERRY NICHOLL
MAL DONAGHY STEVE BRUCE
BRIAN STEIN KEN PRICE
BOB HATTON DANNY WESTWOOD
DAVID MOSS DAMIEN RICHARDSON

ol DS o N oo alw N (=

Vice Presidents of Luton Town FC

A. J. BERRY ESQ. R. W. UNWIN ESQ.
BRENGREEN HOLDINGS LTD. R. W. UNWIN & CO. LTD.
61 CHEAPSIDE LONDON EC2V 6AX PROSPECT PLACE, WELWYN, HERTS.
TEL: 01-248 6026

B. COLE ESQ.
S M CLEANDUSTRIAL SERVICES LTD.

E. W. HUDSON HOLDINGS LTD.
6 UNION ST. LUTON PALMERS GREEN LONDON N13

TEL: LUTON 30511

G. HOLLAND ESQ.
R. S. SAFRANEK ESQ. KESTRAL WAREHOUSING LTD.
NEAHURST LTD. MOTHERWELL WAY, LONDON RD.

LONDON RD. LOWER STONDON HITCHIN WEST THURROCK, ESSEX
TEL: HITCHEN 814008

RICHARD C. LARKINSON ESQ.
N. S. FOOKES ESQ. RICHARD C. LARKINSON (BALDOCK) LTD.
N. S. FOOKES, ENGINEERING SERVICES LTD. STATION WORKS, BALDOCK, HERTS.
45 LATIMER RD. LUTON TEL: BALDOCK 893158

MATCH OFFICIALS Plymouth v Newport
Referee: C. Downey (Hounslow) HALF TlmEs Rochdale v »B|aC_kp00|
Rotherham v Leicester

Linesmen:
D. Brazier (Duston). Red Flag
R. Logan (Uxbridge). Yellow Flag

Aldershot v Wimbledon Scunthorpe v Grimsby
Barnsley v Lincoln Shrewsbury v Halifax
Blackburn v Bury Swindon v Portsmouth
Bournemouth v Swansea Walsall v Chester
Brentford v Southend Watford v Chester
Bristol Rovers v Torquay York v Mansfield
Carlisle v Wrexham Crewe v Huddersfield
Charlton v Peterborough Exeter v Hereford
Darlington v Bradford City Millwall v Northampton
Doncaster v Sheffield Utd Reading v Oxford
Hartlepool v Chesterfield Tranmere v Port Vale
Hull City v Sheffield Wed Wigan v Stockport
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