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Back to the dark ages!
This was the scene for
our match v Cardiff.
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The first sight of really bad
weather, on top of all the
problems which have pre-
sented themselves to foot-
ball during December, will
certainly be a sweet sight to
those who advocate a fixed
winter break for soccer.
There are many good points
and reasons why a period of
hibernation could be con-
sidered beneficial for the
health of our National game.
But, speaking just personally, |
do not go along with the people
who hold such firm views be-
cause | think there is plenty of
‘elastic’ within the present
framework of our business to
cope with the re-arrangements
as they are thrust upon us.
Putting something off in ad-
vance is not going to ensure any
club of a bigger gate that they
would have got at a more
rational time. Would such a
break of four, six or more weeks
be fair and acceptable to the
successful clubs, the teams
which are in tune and winning
their games?

Just how many people con-
nected with Middlesbrough or
Leeds United, for that case,

would be happy to turn round
and say come on lads, down
tools now, and let’s see you back
in the New Year sometime.
The inference is obvious. The
chances of returning to carry on
where one leaves off is stacked
pretty high. One only has to use
the official close season as an
example to see what can hap-
pen to clubs who finished up
on a high note and then are as
flat as a pancake and struggle
when the new season starts.
No, there is far more than just
beating the weather, associated
with taking abreak. Playerscon-
tracts, for instance, are delicate
things, and | am sure the
negotiation of these, to include
such time off from duties, would
be far more difficult than one
could imagine.

When Sir Alf Ramsey and Alan
Hardacre visited Luton for the
Spot the Ball prize presentation,
preceeding our recent game
against Aston Villa, | told the
team that here was a chance to
show two of the most in-
fluential people in football just
what we are trying to achieve at
Kenilworth Road—and how. |
think football is what it sounds,

control of the ball with one’s
boots, and to win the games on
the strength of the ability you
have with them, not apply the
rest of ones physique to crash
the opposition down by brute
force. That's not football, and
not how we see it at Luton.

| want the New Year to come in
on a happy note for this club, a
year when the soccer world
begins to speak far more fre-
quently about Luton Town as a
footballing side, a reputation
that one day may reach the lofty
claims which the super Spurs of
the early Sixties had. It might
sound to some people that the
Christmas spirit is still very much
in evidence. But | can assure
you, that this is no dream, but
the aim of this club. The target
is the First Division with a team
that will be nothing but a credit
to it.

Compliments of the season
to everyone, from the Dir-
ectors of this club, its staff
and myself, and | just hope
we can mould a new era for
football out of the gloom
and darkness in to which the
country has sadly fallen.
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FOOTBALL COMB. TABLE, APPS.
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20 14 2

Teams

Bournemouth
Norwich City 19 13 3
Leicester City 18 10 &
Birmingham C 18 10 2
Luton Town
Plymouth A
Oxford United
Tottenham H
Crystal Palace
Swindon T
Arsenal
Q.P.R.
Ipswich Town
West Ham U
Bristol Rovers
Fulham
Chelsea
Swansea City
Southampton
Cardiff City
Bristol City
Reading
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Teams
Millwall
Orient
Brighton H.A.
Watford
Peterborough
Portsmouth
Southend U
Northampton
Gillingham
Colchester U
Cambridge U
Charlton A
Luton Town 12
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44 20 30
9 11 29
0 12 25
0 13 22
5 32 22
218 20
61219
91519
32219
6 24 18
12318
0 20 17
29 17
24 17
34 17
20 16
25 15
35 11
48 11
26 10
43 7
38 1
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Up to the 5th December, 1973

DIVISION 2—GOALSCORERS

League and Cup

Mackenzie, Nottm. Forest

Bullock, Orient
Halom, Sunderland .
Queen, Orient ,
Wood, Millwall

Brown (T), W.B. Albion .
Bruce, Preston North End
McCulloch, Cardiff City .

Randall, Notts County
Rogers, Crystal Palace

AND GOALSCORERS

Name
Anscomb
Barber 10
Bevis
Butlin
Cruse
Coyne

Fern

Finney
French
Fuccillo
Garner
Goodeve
Gordon
Hindson
Holmes
Horn

Litt
Malcolm
Mead
Melisi
Moore
O’Connor
Price

Rouse

Ryan John
Sparks
Sims

Apps
1

Names Apps
Anscomb 2
Barber
Bergara
Bevis
Biley

J. Brenan
C. Bufton
Carr
Chalmers
Coyne
Cruse

P. Elsie
Finney
French
Fuccillo
Goodeve
Gordon
Hindson
Holmes
King

B. Levene
Litt
Malcolm
Mead
Melisi
Moore
O’'Connor
Rouse
Price
Ryan John
Sarno
Sparks

Goals
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HATTERS POOLS

We are pleased to announce the following
winners of the Bingo Agent of the Year
competition,

First Prize—20in Colour TV—Agent 101.
Miss Yvonne Haynes, 33 Brookfield Road,
Bletchley.

Second Prize—Stereo Record Player—Agent
102. Mr Stillwell, 33 Five Oaks, Caddington.

Third Prize—Set of Wine Goblets—Agent
004. Mrs Plater, 19 Wallingford Walk, St.
Albans, Hertfordshire.

These prizewinners are of course the result
of a year-long league table for which they
have held consistently the leading position
for sales of Bingo Tickets.

The following Agents all came very close to
winning the major prizes and as consolation
we are presenting them with a Christmas
Hamper.

014 Mr Pratt, 2 Market Square, Luton

018 Mr Evans, 72 Hart Lane, Luton

015--Mr Elson. Crossways. Luton

019 Mrs Bennett. 9 Crawley Green Road,
Luton

050 Mrs Holland. 65 Stanmore Crescent,
Luton

084 Mrs Jackson,. 84 Station Road.
Tempsford

094 Mr Robinson, 79 Havelock Road,
Luton

107 Mr F. W Johnson, 131 High Street,
Cranfield

117 MrJ Oliver. 15 Fieldside Road.
Pulloxhill

122~ Mrs R Jeffrey. 2 Jakes Lane. Clophill

167 Mr Day, 22 Langford Drive. Luton

168 Mr E Ellison 64 Bank Close, Luton

188 Miss M. Rathbone, 27 Lyall Close,
Flitwick

197- Mr D A Whithead. 25 Stockley Lane,
Tingwick, Bucks

202 Mr Ayre. 66 Beacroft Way, Dunstable

219 Mr Welsley. 1 Irving Crescent,
Cheddington

220- Mr Todd. 101 Sandridge Road, St.
Albans

258 MrJ V Smith, 26 Robin Hood Close.
Cippenham, Slough

265 Mr Williams, 223 Turners Hill, Hemel
Hempstead

267 - Mr B Beales. 24 Rickyard, Luton

278 -Mr J. Kelly. 8 Plumpton Close, Luton

346—Mr C. P Hill. 5 River Court, Ickleford

366 -Mr Locker, 15 Wingate Road,
Dunstable

605 Mrs Bollard, Desdrough Road,
Hitchin

614—Mr Chapman, 72 Mettocke Road,
Hitchin

617—Mr F. Cox, Todds Green, Stevenage

633—Mr Barrett, 29 Milestone Road,
Hitchin

644—Mrs Kitchener, 46 Burford Way,
Hitchin

655—Mr L

venage
657—Mr Nicholson, 17 Grosvenor Road.
Luton
671—Mrs Southcott, 15 Kingsway. Hitchin
674—Mr Stevens, CamGears, Hitchin
681—Mr Thompson. 34 Wilbury Road,
Hitchin
707—The Noahs Ark, Shillington, Beds
719—Mrs Morgan, The Twist and Cheese,
Stondon
We are still looking for Bingo Lottery and
Spot Ball Agents. Anyone interested in
becoming an Agent, please contact the
Pools manager, Mike Hardwicke, at the
Pools Office, 66 Kenilworth Road, Luton.
Telephone: 23151.
On behalf of the club we thank all our
Agents for their marvellous efforts this
year and wish you all every success for 1974.

MIKE HARDWICKE

h. 121 Haycroft Road,
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Soccer salesman Alec Stock added
two more names to his list of big-
money transfers when he scooped
around £220,000 into Fulham’s bank
balance by selling centre-half Paul
Went to Portsmouth and striker
Steve Earle to Leicester City.

You’ll all remember Mr Stock turning
over profits for Luton Town from
such players as Malcolm Macdonald,
Bruce Rioch and Chris Nicholl. And,
in 18 months with Fulham. he has
once again been one of the Second
Division’s most active dealers.
Within a few weeks of taking the
manager’'s chair at Craven Cottage,
he spent sizeable fees on Spurs
skipper Alan Mullery and Went, who
arrived from Charlton Athletic for
over £80,000 and departed this month
at a profit in excess of £50,000.

Mr Stock also turned to Kenilworth
Road this year and paid out a big
cheque to sign Viv Busby and Alan
Slough, but the planned assault on
the promotion stakes gradually went
astray. Disappointed supporters were
further setback to see the sale of two
key men and now it remains to be
seen how much of the incoming cash
can be set aside for future team
building.

Fulham took on heavy financial
liabilities when boldly going ahead
with plans to develop the new
Riverside Stand, a fine building with
luxury facilities in keeping with the

ambition of an early return to the
First Division. But the failure to keep
in touch with the leaders brought a
worrying decline in attendances
which fell below 6,000-—a 50 per cent
drop compared with the start of the
season.

Perhaps this accounted for the trans-
fer activity and, in any case, Fulham
were reasonably covered in these
positions. John Lacy, a 21-year-old
Liverpudlian, gathered experience
alongside Went and then switched
to centre-half with Eire international
Jimmy Dunne coming into the side as
his partner. Lacy ranks as Fulham's
find of the season, having attracted
keen interest from First Division
scouts.

It was probably more difficult to
replace Earle, the club’s top scorer in
the last three seasons, but they were
able to call on Busby and John
Mitchell, the former St. Albans City
amateur who scored 11 goals in his
first full season with Fulham.

Other experienced forwards on the

FULHANR

books include former England Under-
23 winger Les Barrett and the Conway
brothers from Ireland. Jim, now 26,
has won many international caps for
Eire and John, five years the younger,
has progressed well in just over two
years with the club.

Fulham also have skill and experience
in midfield, where Mullery is as
reliable as ever in the second season
of his second spell with the ‘Cot-
tagers’. His transfer value hardly
altered during eight vyears with
Spurs in which he won F.A. Cup,
League Cup and U.E.F.A. Cup medals
and played in over 30 internationals
for England.

Barry Lloyd, a former England Youth
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- FULHAM F.C.—1973-74 . . . (Back row): Jim Conway.
~John Fraser, Les Strong, Steve Earle (now Leicester),
Les Barrett, John Conway. (Centre row): Barry
gloyd. David Moreline, Peter Mellor, John Lacy,

Paul Went (now Portsmouth), Malcolm Webster,
John Mitchell. Viv Busby. (Front row): Alan Slough,
Jimmy Dunne, Alan Mullery, Fred Callaghan, John
Cutbush, David Carlton. :

international who was signed from
Chelsea, assists Mullery in creating
Fulham’s attacks and has now played
in over 200 games since signing in
1968-69. He was skipper of their
Third Division promotion side.
Slough and John Cutbush, a free
transfer signing from Tottenham in
1972, have settled down as a con-
sistent pair of full-backs. Fulham are
also well served in goal. The regular
choice is Peter Mellor, who vas an
England Under-23 reserve while with
Burnley, and Fulham have no worries
about calling on former Arsenal
apprentice Malcolm Webster, who
had First Division experience as
deputy to Bob Wilson.

INTROBUGING

On paper, Fulham have a well-
balanced staff and certainly looked
promotion material when losing
only once in the first ten games of the
season. At that point, they were
second in the table, just two points
behind Middlesbrough, but the next
couple of months produced a dis-
astrous decline in form. They lost
six times in ten outings and dropped
into the lower half of the division.
Fulham could hardly have started the
season in better trim. They cruised
home 2-0 against Millwall and then
won 2-0 at Middlesbrough, who
didn’t lose again in the first half of
the campaign. Even the shock of
losing 3-0 at home to Orient didn’t
upset Fulham's promising start. They
conceded only one goal in the next
seven fixtures and took three hard-
earned points off Aston Villa at a
time when the Birmingham club
were up with the leaders.

But it eventually became clear that
Fulham would suffer for their in-
ability to get enough goals. They

ALAN SLOUGH

_—a

ALAN MULLERY

failed to score in 12 of the first 20
matches—and Barrett was then top
League scorer with three of their 12
goals.

Barrett also collected three goals in
the League Cup, but Fulham’'s hopes
of making a money-spinning impact
died in a narrow replay defeat at
Ipswich after they had eliminated
Oxford United at the first hurdle. So
they must now be looking towards

‘the F.A. Cup as their best means of

making an impact this season—and.
of course, they realise theimportance
of gaining a cash boost.

Times have been generally tough for
Fulham since they lost their agonising
fight to preserve First Division status
in 1968. After many seasons flirting
with relegation, the crash finally
came and developed into a crisis when
theywentstraight through theSecond
Division.

They needed a couple of years to
sort out their problems in the Third
Division before Bill Dodgin Jnr
brought them up with an attractive
footballing side. However, they only
just held their place in 1971-72 and
Mr Dodgin gave way to Alec Stock
last season.

Things looked up as Fulham com-
fortably clinched a mid-table position
with 44 points and many people
expected them to make further
strides this season.
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