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The Manager Writes . . .

JT'S nice being able to look up old acquaintances, but I had to forego this
pleasure when the team went to Bolton last week. My mission took me many

more miles north.

At the time of writing for this programme, it would be injudicious to make
any promises or indeed give any indication on the outcome of that journey.
But I hope supporters will be able to appreciate from it that the Club are

not standing still.

The position in the League chart cannot, of course, be treated with indiffer-
ence. Honestly, I think it does an injustice to the team. They have had more
than their share of near misses, the rough end of questionable decisions—and

injuries.

But in present circumstances, the importance of maintaining contacts and

exploring avenues with pos-
sibilities of gaining added team
strength, is greater than ever.

When the opportunity arises,
and the club are satisfied that
the player will fit in with our
schemes, there will be no
dallying.

I was pleased to hear that
the team showed plenty of
commendable spirit at Bolton,
where the Wanderers just now
are proving very hard to beat.
We want more of this deter-
mination, plus a little more
luck near goal, for today’s
vital contest with Luton.
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CLUB NOTES

WARMTH

HE month of December has come

in on a critical note and clearly

we have to fare better than in either

October or November to ease the
situation by the New Year.

But although the City may be said
to be in low water, they are far from
sunk yet.

At least another five clubs are keep-
ing us company in the danger zone,
including our visitors this afternoon,
Luton Town.

They, like ourselves, enter upon the
mid-month of the season—not such a
busy one by the way as some Decem-
bers in the past—conscious that any
slip can have vital consequences,

Open  Struggle.—And, conversely,
fortified by the knowledge that fo
strike a winning note might mean the
inspiration towards a revival—and
new hopes.

So it's really still a very open
struggle. Only two points separate the
last four clubs, three of which_ includ-
ing ourselves, are on the same mark.

The margin between the bottom
club. Luton, and the club five places
above it, is no more than five points.
So with five months still to go. and
more than half the programme left, it’s
a case of anything can happen.

That does not mean any false illu-
sions as to the severity of the task
ahead. 1It's going to be very, very
tough. But the goal of safety stiil
remains to be striven for.

We are given the chance today to
strike an important blow, when enter-
taining comrades in trouble, from
Luton.

Then and Now.—Defeat in the last
three matches has left us one point to
the bad compared with this time a
vear ago. And December happened
to be a comparatively kind month in
the City’s 1958-9 story.

Two wins and a couple of draws out
of the five matches caused Leicester
League stock to rise. But only to fall
again in the New Year—until that
exciting last-ditch recovery,

How often this season we have had
to accent decisive adverse blows almost
immediately after a phase when our
own hopes were running high!

It happened again in the last home
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match, with Fulham. In a close con-
test, when owing to some sterling
defence on either side, scoring open-
ings were few and far between. we had
the big opportunity to take the lead.

Before the Blow.For once the
Fulham goal, usually so -efficiently
packed at the slightest sign of danger,
was gapingly wide open. But only for
the ball to end up literally shaving the
outside of the post.

Within a matter of seconds of that
palpitating let-off, the Cottagers were
in front, thanks to an opportunist goal
by their outside-left, Trevor Chamber-
lain, And stayed there to the bitter
end.

Bolton Wanderers, whom we visited
a week ago, had not lost at home since
Arsenal went to Burnden Park, early
in September, and won by an only goal
scored in the second half. But nothing
humiliating from this defeat. It could
even have been very different but for
Eddie Hopkinson being at the top of
his England goal-keeping form.

One thing on the credit side is that
the forwards did play with better
design than against Fulham, They
created a respectable number of
scoring openings.

But, of course, it’s one thing making
openings—and quite another taking
them.

Cup Draw.—Next Monday brings
some diversion to the sustained tension
of League soccer, It’s the day for the
draw for the Third Round Proper of
the F.A. Cup, when what is left of the
minnows go into the mythical hat with
the better-known First and Second
Division contestants,

Last season, we were twice given
ground advantage by the draw. It was
some consolation for having to travel
in each of the two previous vears. But
did not avail us a great deal, We went
out to Luton, one of the two Finalists.

When a club has a big job on in the
League, controversy often gets rife
whether a run in the Cup is help or
hindrance.

But in the City’s case there has been
no falling between two stools. In fact.
it's been the reverse. Twice the club
has won promotion in the same season
when in the last eight for the Cup.

PLAYER’S
PORTRAIT

No. 10

COLIN
APPLETON

-Photo by courtesy of the **Sports Mercury*

LEFT half-back was the position COLIN APPLETON filled in his schuol's_soccgr
team and although he has come a long way since then it still remains his
favourite role. .

A native of Scarborough, Colin played for the local schools in English Trophy
games and was only 15 when he first turned out for Scarborough Town, as an
amateur in the Midland League, )

It was Reg. Halton, one of his predecessors in the Leicester City left-half
berth, who first turned Appleton’s footsteps in the direction of Filbert Street.
Halton was Scarborough’s player-manager when the bigger clubs began to show
interest in Colin.  , an

On Halton’s advice, Appleton came to Leicester for a trial and his signature
as a part-timer, early in 1954, was the result. Not many months later the
Scarborough lad was playing in First Division football. ’ )

"I was following my trade as a joiner at the time,” says Colin in recalling this
exciting milestone of his career, “and used to go to the ground for lunch. Imagine
my surprise when I chanced to look at the notice board, giving the team to play
Manchester City next day, and saw my name there. I could hardly believe my
eyes for a time. You see, up to then, I had played only three or four times for
the City Reserves.” . ) )

Since becoming a Leicester player, Appleton has performed his National Service
and represented the Army many times on the soccer field. With team-mate
Howard Riley, he was also a big force in the Royal Leicestershire Regiment’s
soccer and cricket teams.

One of Colin’s biggest disappointments was when he learned he was a
“possible” for an England “B” tour, but did not make the trip, He has plenty of
time for his turn to come. His chief hobby is, of course, woodwork. Now that
he is a family man, he should find it exceedingly useful.
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HALF-TIME SCORES

BLUE PLATE

MANCHESTER UTD. v. BLACKPOOL

WEST BROMWICH v. WOLVERHAMPTON

BURNLEY v. BOLTON WANDERERS

PRESTON NORTH END v. EVERTON

CHELSEA v. SHEFFIELD WED.

TOTTENHAM v. BLACKBURN ROVERS

BIRMINGHAM v. MANCHESTER CITY

WEST HAM UTD. v. NOTTM. FOREST

LEEDS UNITED v. FULHAM

NEWCASTLE UTD. v. ARSENAL

HlA|=|Z(QMmI|O|=] >

BRISTOL CITY v. LEYTON ORIENT

RED PLATE

WALSALL v. PETERBOROUGH

READING v. KINGS LYNN

MANSFIELD v. CHESTER

ROTHERHAM v. ASTON VILLA .

CHARLTON v. HUDDERSFIELD

MIDDLESBROUGH v. BRIGHTON

CARDIFF CITY v. SUNDERLAND

SHEFFIELD UTD. v. STOKE CITY

HULL CITY v. PORTSMOUTH

DERBY CO. v. SWANSEA TOWN

FIR|=|Z|O|mmo(o|®|>

NOTTS, COUNTY v. BATH CITY

WHEN TO-DAY'S RIVALS MET LAST
SEASON.
LEICESTER CITY 3, LUTON TOWN 1.

Results, Teams and Goal-scorers
(League matches)

At Filbert Street, November 1, 1958,

City:  Maclaren; Macfarlane. Baillie;
Newman, Knapp, Keyworth; McDonald,
Kelly (B.), Walsh, McNeill, Wills,

Goal-scorers: McNeill, Walsh, Kelly.

Luton Town: Baynham; Dunne, Hawkes;
Kelly (T.), Owen, Pacey; Gregory, Brown,
McLeod, Cummins, Adam.

Goal-scorer: McLeod.

LUTON TOWN 4, LEICESTER CITY 3,
At Kenilworth Rd., Luton, Feb. 21, 1959.

Luton: Baynham; McNally, Hawkes;
Groves, Owen, Pacey: Bingham, Brown.
Morton, Cummins, Gregory.

Goal-scorers: Morton, Brown, Cummins.
Gregory.

City: Maclaren: Cunningham, Baillie:
Newman. King, Appleton; Riley, Walsh,
Lornie, Walker, 1eek.

Goal-scorers: Leek, Newman, Lornie.

CITY GAMES NEXT WEEK

Saturday: First Team v. Wolver-
hampton Wanderers, at
Wolverhampton,

Kick-off. 3 p.m,

Saturday: Reserves v. Luton
Town Reserves, at Filbert
Street.

Kick-off. 3 p.m.

Saturday: “A" Team v. Hales-
owen, at Saffron Lane
Ground,

Kick-off. 2.30 p.m.
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OUR VISITORS

O-DAY'S tense struggle for vital
League points is inevitably tinged
with memories of Cup-tie thrills.

That heart-throbbing moment, for
instance, when Jack Lee headed the
equaliser with literally the last gasp,
to make the phenomenal 5-5 score, at
the end of 120 minutes of fluctuating
fortune,

Without doubt, that was the greatest
drama we experienced on our way to
the Wembley Cup Final of 1949,

Strangely enough, almost exactly ten
vears later, Luton had almost as close
a shave. with a late equaliser at Filbert
Street that enabled them to realise the
much-cherished ambition of playing in
the Final,

Like ourselves, Luton were not
destined to win the Cup on that
occasion. And also like ourselves, they
are now preoccupied in staving off the
danger of relegation.

Last season brought the third time
in which the two clubs have been
paired in the Cup and Luton were,
naturally, glad to be able to wipe
something off the slate.

In 1949, we beat them 5-3. after the
historic 5-5 draw, and in 1956 won 4-0
at Luton.

FACING A BOGEY,

But the Town are still faced with a
bogey at Filbert Street, where their
only success to date was in the
improvised League South competi-
tion of the season immediately after
the war,

League rivalry between the clubs
actually began as long ago as 1896,
followed by a gap from the turn of the
century to 1946.

Since World War Two. the Bedford-
shire men have made ten visits to us
in search of League points, before
today. Seven of these have ended in
their defeat and they have drawn on
the three other occasions.

When Luton gained promotion to
Division 1 in season 1954-5 it was a
case of squeezing in. Birmingham,
Luton and Rotherham all finished
with the same number of points and
the first two went up by means of

etter goal averages.

This, however, is the first time Luton
are finding themselves having to
struggle to stay there.

THE PLAYERS,

ALAN COLLIER (Goalkeeper).
Called upon as England international
Ron Baynham is on the injured list.
Alan comes from the nearby village of
Markyate and joined the Luton ground
staff after leaving school,

LUTON TOWN

SEAMUS DUNNE (Right back).
Born in Limerick (Eire) and came to
Luton from Shelbourne in May, 1950.
Has played for his country on
numerous occasions,

ALAN DANIEL (Left back). A
part-time professional recently pro-
moted to the first team. He is the son
of Melville Daniel. who gave the Town
fine service immediately after the war,
Before moving to Luton, Alan played
for Bexley Heath,

JOHN GROVES (Right-half). Syd
Owen’s successor as captain of the
team. John is the son of Arthur
Groves, the old Derby County inside-
forward, and first attracted Luton
interest when playing for Derbyshire
schoolboys.

TERRY KELLY (Centre-half).
Native of Luton. Played for Hitchin
Town and Vauxhall Motors before
joining the Town in 1950,

DAVE PACEY (Left-half). Is a
native of Luton who played for
Hitchin Town before signing for the
Kenilworth Road Club in August,
1956, whilst doing his National
Service. He was a member of the
England “Under 23" Team who tra-
velled to Italy in the close season.

BILLY BINGHAM (Outside-right).
Luton paid their highest-ever fee to
Sunderland for this winger during the
close season of 1958. Has played in
every international match for Ireland
since being first capped in 1952,

BOB MORTON (Inside-right). A
local-born player who has been with
the Town since 1948. Has twice been
chosen as reserve for England and
also played for England “B”. Also
given many fine displays for Luton
as wing half-back.

ALLAN BROWN (Centre For-
ward). Scottish international secured
from Blackpool in February, 1957.
Injuries caused him to miss two Cup
Finals with Blackpool and a further
cap against England in April, 1958.
Joined Luton as a forward but has
recently returned to the half-back linz
in which he started his career.

JOHN KILGANNON (Inside-
left). Signed from the Scottish
Second Division club, Stenhousemuir.
carly this year and soon after made
his League debut for Luton,

TONY GREGORY (Outside-left).
Local product, who has also played at
centre-forward, FEarned youth caps
for England and also figured in Bed-
fordshire youth and county sides
before becoming a professional.

CITY RECORDS

PLAYERS' LEAGUE APPEARANCES FOR CITY SEASON BY SEASON

1951-52 52-53 53-54 54-55 55-56 56-57 57-58 58-59 59-60 Total

Hines .. . oY 38 36 32 17 29 23 16 12 294
Anderson « 56 36 42 35 42 27 18 5 — 261
Appleton I — — 4 1 15 2 12 19 53
Cunningham .. — — - 16 33 1 28 28 1 107
Knapp .. s — = — — 4 — 1 23 18 46
Ogilvie .. B - — - 24 38 15 5 - 82
Riley .. . - - - — 11 - 16 13 5 45
Maclaren = —_ — —_ — —_ 14 24 37 10 85
McDonald . = — — - — 31 22 29 12 94
Walsh .. . - — —_ - - 1 19 38 3 61
Baillie .. i — —_ — — —_— — 21 37 16 74
King .. i = — — - — - 23 22 2 47
Newman e — —_ — - - - 10 42 9 61
Chalmers . - - - - —- - 1 11 19 31
Leek .. . = - — - - — — 31 14 45
Keyworth . — — — - — — — 32 12 44
Wills ot 54 —_ — —_ —_ — —_ — 22 16 38
Stephenson e = - — - — — — 10 2 12
Lornie .. s — - — - — — — 5 — 5
Cheesebrough .. — S - - — — — —_ 19 19
Banks .. e — — — — - — - — 9 9
McLintock R — — — — — — -— 7 7
White .. . = — = — s — = 4 4

* Includes appearances before 1951-52—1947-48, Hines 9; 1948-49, Hines 6, Anderson
1; 1949-50, Hines 4, Anderson 2; 1950-51, Hines 33, Anderson 15.

CITY GOAL-SCORERS—1959-60

_ FIRST TEAM (League 1): McDonald 7, Cheesbrough 6, Hines 3, Leck 3,
Wills 3, Keyworth 3, Cunningham [, Riley (H.) 1.

SECOND TEAM (Combination, Div. 1): Lornie 7, Walsh 6, Keyworth 2,
Punter 2, Cartlidge 2. Stephenson 2, Ogilvie 1 (pen.), White 1, Cross 1. Riley (H)) 1,
Mcllmoyle 1, Currie 1, McGill (Arsenal, own goal) 1.

“A” TEAM (Birmingham League, Div, 1): Mcllmoyle 5, A. Wright 3, Currie 3,
Hall 2, Cross 2, Ashe 2, Foster 1, E. Smith 1, Lornie 1, Own Goals 2.

“B" TEAM (Leics, Senior League, Div. 1): R. Riley 6, Cross 5. Ramsey 4,
8arﬂ;)t:]ige]3. A. Wright 3, Barshy 2, Heath 2, Stafford 2, D. Appleton 1, Norman 1,
amble 1.
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LEAGUE

TABLES

FOOTBALL LEAGUE —Division I FOOTBALL COMBINATION—Division 1
Goals Goals

F WD LF A P P WDILTFEF A P
Preston .19 12 3..4.40 28 27 Tottenham 15 12 1 2 43 16 25
Spurs NErC 19 9 7 3 41 22 25 Chelsea 15 J1 2 2 3 14 24
West Ham ..... 19 11 3 5 37 30 25 Leyvton O. 6 9 6 I 30 15 24
Walves 19 Fl 2 & 55 39 24 Brighton 15 T 7 1 32 16 21
Fulham 19 11 2 6 39 40 24 Arsenal «16 9 @ 7 33 23 I8
Burnley 19 10 3 6 44 32 23 Portsmouth 15 8 1 6 40 36 17
Blackburn 19 10 3 6 35 30 23 Bournemouth .. 15 § 7 3 21 20 17
Bolton 19 8 4 7 25 20 20 Leicester City .. 16 7 2 7 28 22 16
Sheff. Wed. 9 8 3 8 31 22 19 Charlton 15 7 2 6 29 30 16
West Brom. 19 7 § 7 36 30 19 West Ham I5 6 2 7 27 42 14
Man. Utd. 19 7 5 7 44 39 19 Bristol City .... 14 5 3 6 24 21 13
Arsenal 18 3 08 %33 33019 Ipswich Town 4 ‘& 4 6 28 33 12
Chelsea 19 8 3 8 37 19 19 Luton Town 15 3.5 7 23 3l il
Man. City 19 8 1 10 40 42 17 Birmingham s 42 9329 2710
Newcastle 19 7 3 9 36 38 17 Nottingham For. 15 4 2 9 19 37 10
Nottm. Forest .. 19 7 3 9 22 N 1 Southampton 15 3 3 9 22 38 9
Everton . 19 6 4 9 32 37 16 Southend Utd. 15 4 1 10 13 43 9
Blackpool 19 5 5 9 26 32 15 Swansea Town 6 2 2 12 21 37 6
Birmingham 19 4 5 10 24 36 13 . = %
Leeds 19 4 5 10 28 46 13
Leicester City 19 4 5 10 27 45 13
Luton 19 3 5 11 16 36 11

LEAGUE Ist DIVISION

1959 Opponents F.A.
Aug.22—West Ham UnitedA 0—3
26—Leeds United ... H3—2
29—Chelsea ...
Sept. 2—Leeds United

5—West Brom A, .. A 0—5
9—Blackpool ........H1—1
12—Newcastle United H0—2
14—Blackpool ........A 3—3

19—Birmingham CnyA 4—3
26—Tottenham H. .. HI—I
j—Manchester U. ...A 1—4
10—Blackburn Rovers H 2—3
17—Manchester City A 2—3
21—Charlton (F1.Cup) H 4—0
24—Arsenal H2—-2
31—Everton .. :
7—Sheffield Wed. ...
14—Nottm. Forest
21 —Fulham
23—Arsenal (FL.C
28—Bolton W. .
Dec. 5—Luton Town =
12—Wolverhampton.... A

Oct.

Nov.

26—Preston N.E. -
28—Preston N.E. ...
1960
Jan, 2—Chelsea e—
16—West Brom. A.
23—Newcastle United
6—Birmingham City
13—Tottenham H.
20—Manchester U.
27—Luton Town ...
5—Manchester Cny
12—Arsenal ...
19—Wolverhampton
26—Sheffield Wed.
2—Nottm. Forest
9—Fulham .
15—Burnley .
16—Evertion
18—Burnley ...
’1—Blackbnm R.

Feb.

Mar.

Apr.

FOOTBALL COMBINATION
DIVISION |.
1959 Opponents
Aug.22—Southend U.
29—West Ham U.
Sept. 2—Bristol City
5—Chelsea

19—Birmingham ...
23—Brighton
26—Tottenham H.
3—Charlton A. ...
10—Luton Town ...
| 7—Leyton Orient .. H1—4
24—B'mouth & Bos-
combe Ath. .
31—Nottm. Forest
Nov. 7—Portsmouth
14—Arsenal

Oct.

28—Swansea Town

Dec. 5—Leyton Orient
l%—Luwn Town ...
19—

26—
28—Charlton Ath.
1960
Jan. 2—West Ham U
9—Southend U.
16—Chelsea ...
23—South|.mpton

Feb. 6~BnrmmghamC Y
13—Tottenham H. .. H

20—
27—B'mouth & Bos-

combe Ath. -.H

Mar. 5—Nottm. Forest A
12—Portsmouth i, |
19—Arsenal .. 7Y

26—Brighton H
Apr. 2—Swansea Town _.A
9—Ipswich Town “A.,H
16—Ipswich Town ._A
23—Bristol City ...—.A
30—

Birmingham & District
League (at Saffron Lane Gd)
1959 Opponents F.A.

) Aug.22—Bromsgrove R. .. A 03

29—L'heed Leam'ton H2—3
3l—Tamworth ........A 0—3
Sept. 5—Atherstone T, ...A 5—3
19—L'heed Leam’ton A 2—0
26—Banbury Spencer HI1—7
Oct, 10—Walsall ...........H1—1
17—Birmingham C. .. A 1—3
24—Bedworth Town...H 1—2
31—West Brom, A, A 1—1

Nov. 7—Stoke City H4—1
14—Tamworth ... .H0—2
21—Wolverhampton... A 1—3
28—Hereford U. .....H3—5

Dec. 5—Brierley Hill AllL A
12—Halesowen ... H

19—Bromsgrove R. .. H
26—Brush Sports ... H
1960
Jan. 2
9—Atherstone T. .. H
16—
23—Bilston T H
30—Banbury Spencer A
Feb. !g—Slourbndge e H

2£Birmingharn (2 o |
27—Bedworth To A
Mar. 5—West Brom. A. . H

12—Stoke City ... A
19—
"Gmw’olvcrhnmpton o | |
. 2—Hereford U. .....A
9—Brierly Hill AllL
16—Halesowen ...
18—Brush Sports ... A
23—
30—Walsall
—Bilston .
—Stourbridge —.....A

30—Bolton W,
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Results of First Division Games
SEASON 1959-60
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