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Voice of Arsenal

NEVITABLY, these notes are wrillen

before our match at Luton yesterday, but
not before our third successive defeat at
home. How can it be that after having
one of the most impressive home records
in the country, we should suddenly lose
three matches off the reel. Injuries, yes,
to an extent, but we cannot possibly ery
injuries for our defear against Preston
although we were still not at full strength.
A good many words have no doubt been
uttered by our followers, and indeed by the
football public throughout the country,
about this sudden decline at home. Our
own summing up of the defeat at the hands
of Preston is as follows: —

(1) Our failure to go and meet the ball;

(2) Our failure 1o get into the tackle
quick enoungh when the opposition

had the ball;

(3) Our lack of finishing giving the
impression of a far too casual
approach. which  has, perhaps.

stemmed from a sense of {false
confidence after a run of successes:

(4) The brilliant goal-keeping of the
young Preston player.

Whether or not our players have learned
the many lessons from this match may have
already shewn itself against Luton Town
yesterday; we sincerely hope it has. What
is of paramount importance is that we
were well conscious of the shortcomings
and will do all in our power to put them
right . . . immediately! Football is so
simple that all one has to do it to put the
ball in the back of the net! It is only
when the ball is there that the marks are
awarded. They are not awarded for
brilliant mid-field play. It is with this in
mind that we shall have to put more punch
into our attack in an efforl to regain our
position in the League, and to hope for a
good run in the Cup which might take us
to Wembley. Bury, of course, may have
other ideas, and in no way do we minimise
the size of the task up there. We wish
you and our players “ A Happy New Year.”

The Cup

With the turn of the year so nigh at
hand our thoughts inevilably turn to our
Cup-tie at Bury on 10th January. There

was a time when it was a household joke

that Arsenal were always drawn at home
in the Cup. A famous sporls cartoonist
once portrayed a railway porter with a
long heard saying to a youngster “I can
remember the day when Arsenal played
away from home in a Cup-tie.” This, of
course, emanated from the season when we
actually won the Cup without playing a
single match outside London. But things
like this have a habit of averaging them-
selves oul as statisticians say will always
happen under the law of averages. Since
the match at Bury is our fifth consecutive
away draw it seems that the slatisticians
are right. From the full records of our cup-
ties since the war (shown in next column),
it will be seen that our only tie last season
was at Northampton. In the previous
season, although we managed to force two
replays we were drawn at Newport, Preston
and West Bromwich, after a home tie with
Stoke.

A Record

Bury, incidentally, still hold a record in
Cup Finals which is likely to stand for
some considerable time. In 1903 they beat
Derby County at Crystal Palace by six
goals to nothing and this remains the
biggest win in the history of cup foot-
ball. In fact no club since then has scored
as many as five in the Final. Furthermore,
a Cup-tie with Bury is no new venture for
us although we are breaking new ground
by visiting them for a Cup match. They
were at Highbury in the 1952-53 season.
a year in which we seemed to be heading
in the right direction for Wembley. We
beat Doncaster, Bury and Burnley before
meeting Bladkpool at Highbury in the
6th round. That day will long be remem-
bered for Arsenal’s black and white ver-
tical striped shirts, for a broken leg sus-
tained by Alan Brown, subsequently a
Luton player, and for a Blackpool win.

Celebrated

Blackpool celebrated by going to Wem-
bley and winning a Cup Medal for Stanley
Matthews in one of the most dramatie
Wembley finals of all time. The following
is. our Cup history since the war—Two
Finals (One successful), three times de-
feated in the 6th round; once in the 5th
round; three times in the 4th round and
four times defeated in the 3rd round.

1945-46

Round
3rd West Ham United ............... (a) 0-6
3rd West Ham United ............... (h) 1-0
1946-47
3rd Chelsea A O Cll e SIS € s
3rd  Chelsea crewe-Rar v dAYRY s ... (h) 1-1
3rd  Chelsea (at White Hart Lane} ...... 0-2
1947-48
3rd  Bradford B (h) 0-1
1948-49
3rd Tottenham ...................... (h) 3-0
4th’  Derby '‘County .......csceeripeess K@) 0=1
1949-50
3rd Sheffield Wednesday (h) 1-0
4th Swansea Town {h) 2-1
5th  Burnley i (h) 2-0
6th Leeds United (h) 1-0
s.-f.  Chelsea (at Tott : ol e
s.-f.  Chelsea (at Tottenham) ............... 1-0
Final LIVERPOOL (at Wembley) . .. 2-0
CUP WON.
1950-51
3rd Carlisle United ..................... (h) 0=0
3rd Carlisle United ... ISR (- ) |
4th  Northampton B RO TGN | Gl ° |
Sth  Manchester United ............... (a) 0-1
1951-52
3rd Norwich City (a) 5-0
4th  Barnsley  ........ (h) 4-0
Sth  Leyton Orient (a) 3-0
6th  Luton Town . (a) 3-2
s.-f.  Chelsea (at Tot m) . 141
s.-f. Chelsea (at Tottenham) ... ... .. 3-0
Final NEWCASTLE UTD. (at Wembley) 0-1
1952-53
3rd Doncaster Rovers ............. (h) 4-0
Atk U Bany el Nt LA (h) 6-2
Sth  Burnley .. (&) 2-0
6th  Blackpool Gy o AR B 1 U
1953-54
3rd Aston Villa cveee (R) SaY
4th Norwich City ..................... (h) 1-2
1954-55
3rd | Cardil (CIOF o das e () IS0
4th  Wolverhampton Wanderers ... (a) 0-1
1955-56
3rd Bedford Town ... (h) 2.2
3rd Bedford Town (a) 2-1
4th Aston Villa ... (h) 4-1
5th  Charlton Athletic .. .. (a) 2-0
6th  Birmingham City .................. (h) 1-3
1956-57
3rd  Stoke City ........... R Tr PICN 41 A % |
4th  Newport County ..... (a; 2-0
5th  Preston North End .. (a) 3-3
Sth  Preston North End ... (h) 2-1
6th  West Bromwich Albion . e (R) 22
6th West Bromwich Albion ... ... éh) 1-2
1957-58
3rd Northampton Town ........... (a) 1-3

Qur Visitors

Luton Town. our vigitors today were one
of the first clubs in the South of England
to employ professionals. The club was
founded in 1885 by the amalgamation of
Luton Wanderers and Luton Excelsior.
The professional element crept in at Luton
when in 1890 an offer of five shillings a
week was made to three local players—
Frank and Harry Whitby and a player
named Read. At the end of that season it
was decided to pay the whole of the first
team half a crown a week with an extra
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half a crown for away matches and pay-
ment for working time lost before twelve
noon on Saturdays, The following season
the wages of the local players was doubled,
and Julian. a half-back, was secured from
Arsenal.

The Luton colours from time to time
would be a credit to any self-respecting
rainbow ! On the formation the club
colours were navy blue and pink halves. In
1889 the colours were changed to cochineal
and to sky blue the following season. The
present white shirts and black shorls were
adopted when Luton were admitted to the
Football League. There is little doubt that
the match which will stand out most in the
memory of both Luton and Arsenal sup-
porters was our Cup-tie at Kenilworth Road
in the 1951-52 season, when we finally won
our way to Wembley for the historic match
with Newcastle, when we battled for most
of the Final with only ten men after a
severe injury to Walley Barnes.

We had previously beaten Norwich.
Barnsley and Leyton Orient without giving
away a single goal and scoring no less than
twelve goals in these three matches. Then
to Luton and to a half-time score of Luton
1 Arsenal 0. Moore had put Luton ahead
after only nine minutes and. moreover.
Luton had unquestionably looked the better
side; their supporters had good reason to
look forward to the second half with
greater confidence than could those of
Arsenal. Tom Whittaker, however, made a
major switch for the second half. Milton
went to outside-right, Goring to inside-right
Roper to centre-forward, and Cox to out-
side-left, only Lishman remaining in his
normal position. After a quarter of an hour
Arsenal were level. Don Roper made the
opening and Freddie Cox scored from a
seemingly impossible angle. Cox repeated

The matches with Luton last season
Saturday, 31st August, at Highbury
ARSENAL 2 LUTON TOWN 0
Arsenal: Kelsey; Charlton, Wills; Holton,

Fotheringham, Bowen; Clapton, Herd,
Groves, Bloomfield, Haverty.
Goalscorers: Groves, Holton,
Luton: Baynham; Dunne, Jones; Morton,
Owen, Pearce; Cullen, Turner, Groves,

Brown, A
Referee: Mr. P. G. Brandwood (Kidder-
minster).
S day, 28th D ber, at Luton
LUTON TOWN 4 ARSENAL 0

Luton Town; Baynham; Dunne, Hawkes;
Morton, Owen, Pearce; Adam, Turner,
Brown, Groves, McLebd.

Goalscorers: Brown 3, Groves.

Arsenal: Kelsey; Charlton, Evans; Hol-
ton, Dodgin, Goring; Le Roux, Herd,
Groves, Bloomfield, Nutt

Referee: Mr. G. Mc&bc (Sheffield)

the dose 10 give us the lead and Milton
then made it three. Still Arsenal were
not altogether out of the wood for Mitchell
scored for Luton from a penalty. The
remaining fifteen minutes are not likely
to be forgotten by any one of the spec-
tators on the ground, and it was inci-
dentally, a record gate. It was a dream
match for Cox who had scored two goals
himself and provided Milton with the pass
from which he scored the third. The
Arsenal team on that occasion was Swindin:
Barnes, Smith, L.; Shaw, Daniel, Mercer:
Cox, Milton, Goring, Lishman, Roper.
Four of this side are at present club Mana-
gers.

We have not played many maiches
against each other but here are the details
of those which have taken place:

Division 1T

Home Away
1897-98 2=l 1-3
1898-99 30 14
1899-1900 . 0-3

Division I

1955-56 S 2 0-0
1956-57 Aol 2-
1957-58 ; 20 0-4

" Arsenal’s score shown first.
Summary of League Encounters

D L F A P

Home ... 6" '5 <0 °“T=16"" 5 1B
Away o8 LS 4 4eg5io3
12 6 1 5 20 20 13

F.A. Challenge Cup
1901-02—1st Sup. Round: Arsenal won
2-0 (after a 1-1 draw).
1923-24—First Round: Arsenal won 4-).
1933-34—Third Round: Arsenal won 1-0.
1951-52—Sixth Round: Arsenal won 3-2.

DO YOU KNOW ?

1.—Who had the unique experience of managin
two clubs in nine days at a time when eac
in turn was at the bottom of the same
Football League division?

2.—What was the longest unbeaten sequence
from the start of a season to have been ach-
ieved duri this century by a Football
League te ng

3.—Which was the last time a club included
as many as three amateurs in its team in a
First Division match?

4,—A player’s complete Football League career
was restricted to three matches, yet he ap-
peared with two clubs in the same city and
scored for both! Who was he?

5.—Which was the highest number of consecutive
Football League matches from the start of a
season in which a team prevented a goal
COnCBSSlOn

6.—What ranks as the post-war record for the
highest number of mzhoats disallowed in a

Football League

The answers to these Ju:sﬁom are given on

page
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The following items of music will be included in the programmes of music to be played by the

Metropolitan Police - Band, conducted by Mr. Roger Barsotti,

“ Royal Command ™ Fohn Howlett
* The King and I Rodgers

“ Robert Farnon Melodies ]
arr. Duthoit

“ Moonlight on the Alster ™ Feiras
“ Chu Chin Chow ™ Norton

MARCH
SELECTION
SELECTION

VALSE
SELECTION

AR.C.M., Director of Music.

Two PiEces (a) “* 18th Century Drawing Room ™

SELECTION

MarcH

(b) *“ Begorrah ™
“ Festivalia ™
 Colonel and Commodore ™

Scout

Ray Martin

arr,

Winter
Barsotti

All engagements are by permission of the Commissioner of Police of the Metropolis, and subject
to the exigences of the service.

Summary of Football League appearances for all players

now on the Arsenal Staff up to 1957-58 Season

1949-50 1050-51 1951-52 1952-53 1053-54 1054-56 1956-56 1958-57

Hi:GORING: 1ot 120 34 16
D). I BOWEN et — 7 8
A. J. KELSEY 1

W. DODGIN -

L. E. WILLS .....
D, J. EVANS ., o
GWARD. . o — -
G HUSULEIVAN <o — ' 1—

J. FOTHERINGHAM ... — -

J. BLOOMFIELD ...... —= ==
D. R. CLAPTON ......... -
J. HAVERTY ..... i — —
D. G. HERD ...,.... A —
S. CHARLTON
V. G . GROVES ...l

A % A B )
J BARNWELL ..
J. W. F. J. PETTS .
AL BIGGE! s
J. A. STANDEN .
T. DOCHERTY  -..
J. HENDERSON

2‘9

)

._‘_,.l

9
10
39
39
30
10

41
21
38

3
24
21

2
27
19
16

37
22

13

10
30
38
23
18
32
10

1957-68 Total

Ap'rnces
218
130
206
122
105
145

13
28
71
133
122
57
69
95
50
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NEXT MATCHES AT THIS STADIUM

FOOTBALL COMBINATION

Tottenham Hotspur

Saturday, 3rd January

Kick-off 3 p.m.

FOOTBALL LEAGUE

Everion

Saturday, 17th January

Kick-off 3 p.m.

il THIS STADIUM NOW ACCOMMODATES 50,000 UNDER COVER




Name
*Barnwell, J.
Bennett, D.
Biggs, A.
Bloomfield, J.
Bowen, D.
Charlton, 5.
Clapton, D. P,
Clapton, D. R.
Coe, N. C.
Cox, E. G.
Davies, P.
Docherty, T.
Dodgin, W.
Dodson, D. A.
Evans, D. J.
Everitt, M. D.
Fotheringham, J.
Goring, H.
Goulden, R. L
*Goy. P. J.
Groves, V. G.
Haverty, J.

Henderson, J. G.

Herd, D. G.
Kelsey, A. J.
Meldrum, C.
McCullough, W.
Nicholas, K. W.
Nutt, G. E.

*Petts, J. W. F. J.

Sanchez, J.
Saxby, R. E.
Standen, J. A.
Strong, G. H.
Sullivan, C. H.
Ward, G.
Wills, L. E.

THE PILAYING
OF 37 PROFESSIONALS

Position

J.

IF
FB
CF
IF
WHB
FB
CF
OR

FB
WHB
WHB

CH
oL

FB

OR

CH
WHB

G

IF
oL
oL
CF
G

LH
LB
FB
oL
WHB
FB
OR

G

CF

G
WHB
FB

Previous Club Height

Bishop Auckland
Ground Staff
Arsenal Amateur
Brentford
Northampton T.
Leyton O.
Arsenal Amateur
Arsenal Amateur
Ground Staff
Ground Staff
Llanelly

Preston North End
Fulham

Ground Staff
Ellesmere Port
Ground Staff
Arsenal Amateur
Cheltenham T.
Ground Staff
Ground Staff
Leyton O.

St. Patricks
Wolverhampton
Stockport Cnty.
Winch Wen
Ground Staff
Portadown
Ground Staff
Cardiff City
Ground Staff
Ground Staff
Arsenal Amateur
Arsenal Amateur
Stanley Utd.
Bristol City
Ground Staff

Eton Manor

*In H.M.F. on National Service.
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STAFF

Weight

1
1
12
10
11
12
1
10
10
12
1
1
12

9
12
10
14
12
10
1
12

9
1
1

- 0 @ O O N w SN v o

C & N O O © & N O

7]
10
10
13

SO N © w N e

o O ~N a w

Signed

28
29

n
8

o o o o

10
10

56
51
56
54
50
55
58
53
58
52
57
58
52
57
51
58
51
48
54
55
55
54
58
54
49
58
58
55
55
56
57
54
53
58
54

Birthplace
High Heaton
Wakefield
Greenford
London
Maesteg, 5.Wales
Exeter
London
London
Pentrechnyth 5.Wales
Ramsgate
Dafen, S.Wales
Glasgow
Wardley
Gravesend
Liverpool
Clacton
Hamilton, Lanark
Bishops Cleeve
liford
Beverley
London
Dublin
Glasgow
Hamilton, Lanark
Liansanlet, S.Wales
Glasgow
Woodburn, N.I.
Northampton
Birmingham
London
London
Rolvenden
London
Kirkheaton
Bristol
London

London

ARSENAL FOOTBALL CLUB
D. Bowen, L. Wills, J. Kelsey, D. Evans, T. Docherty, G. Ward.

W. Dodgin,
Kneeling: D. Clapton, V. Groves, D. Herd, J. Bloomfield, J. Henderson.

Standing



LUTON PILAYERS

RON BAYNHAM (Goalkeeper): This tall, well
built player is one of the best 'keepers in the
country, He first played for Worcester City and
his great displays attracted the attention of many
League clubs. He joined Luton in 1951 and in
the 1952-53 season displaced their internaticnal
goalkeeper Bernard Streten. This proved only
the start, for less than two years later Baynham
had been capped for England in internationals
against Denmark, Spain and Ireland.

SEAMUS DUNNE (Right-back): One of the
three Eire internationals on Luton's books,
Dunne has been an almost automatic choice
for club and country for the past four seasons.
He now holds 11 caps and played in the last
match against Poland in October. A native of
Wicklow, he arrived at Luton wia the Irish
League club, Shelbourne, in 1950 and made his
league debut against West Ham on Boxing Day,
1951. A speedy player, who enjoys nothing
better than the occasional foray upfield.

KEN HAWKES (Left-back): A player who has
made considerable strides since returning to
the club after National Service in 1953. Hard
tackling and solid, he was spotted when playing
for Shotton Colliery Welfare and made a big
impression in subsequent trial games. Last sea-
son he made 22 first-team appearances sharing
the left-back position with Les Jones, but is
now first choice. Aged 25.

BOB MORTON (Right-half): Undoubtedly one
of the strongest and most consistent wing-halves
in the First Division. Indeed, there have been
times when good judges have wondered why the
England selectors have ignored his claims. He
was named as reserve for the England-Russia
match at Wembley this season. His chance may
still come. A local product, Morton has been
with the Town ever since his teens.

TERRY KELLY (Right-half): Another local,
Kelly has never been a regular in the Luton
first team, but on the occasions he has been
called upon to deputise for either Morton or
Owen, he has always given a good account of
himself. Was a centre-half when signed from
Vauxhall Motors. Is also a fine club cricketer,
who has had trials for Bedfordshire.

SID OWEN (Centre-half): Luton’s first team
centre-half for many years now, Owen is the
man tipped to take over as the club’s manager
at the end of the current season. An imposing
figure on any soccer field, he has won many
representative  honours including full inter-
nationals against Hungary, Yugoslavia and Bel-
gium in 1954 since joining the club from Bir-
mingham City in 1947. Was originally a wing-
half, but since his conversion into a centre-half
has developed into one of the finest “* stoppers
in the game,

DAVE PACEY (Left-half): When Owen retires
at the end of the season, it is possible that
Pacey will become his successor. He now occu-
pies the left-half position, but according to
pally Duncan, the former Luton manager, is
‘a natural centre-half !’ Pacey made his name
with Hitchin Town and was still an amateur
when he joined the forces. It was touch and
g0 whether he became a professional with Arsenal
or Luton, but as his father Jackie had been a
professional with Luton, Dave turned down the
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Highbury club. Gained a regular first team
placa when Pearce moved to Sunderland last
SEAS0N.

JOHN GROVES (Left-half or Inside-left): Origi-
nally an inside-forward, Groves has filled both
centre-forward and wing-half positions with
equal success since he joined Luton upon leaving
school. This vear his first team appearances
have been very infrequent owing to the good
form of Cummins and Pacey, but he may vyet
offer a stif challenge to both players before
the end of the season. Tall and fast, he distri-
butes the ball accurately.

BILLY BINGHAM (Outside-right): Luton paid
the biggest wansfer fee in their history—over
£15,000—to Sunderland for the transfer of Irish
international Billy Bingham in July. Already he
has repaid them with some brilliant perform-
ances .Now aged 27 he has the distinguished
record of having played in some 36 internpationals
for Ireland, the last being against Spain in
October. A fast, clever winger, his elusive body
swerve has worried and disorganised the best
defences.

GORDON TURNER (Inside-right): A free
scoring forward, Turner last séascn obtained 30
goals—21 more than any other player in the
side, Undoubtedly a match winner on his day,
he has played for the Football League and been
a reserve for England ** B" team. Has been
tried in the centre, but is at his best at inside-
forward. A difficult player 1o dispossess.

ALLAN BROWN (Centre and Inside-forward):
A Scottish international with 14 caps to his
credit, Brown was transferred from Blackpool to
Luton for £14,000 in 1956-57 immediately
made an impact with his intelligent play. As
far as Highbury is concerned he has always
proved the proverbial * thorn in the side.” He
will always be rémembered for that great goal
which put : Arsenal—and himself—out of the
F.A. Cup in the sixth round in 1952-53. In
scoring it he broke a leg and for the second
time in three vears had to miss the Final through
injury. Began his League career with East Fife
who received £25,000 from Blackpool for his
transfer in 1950.

GEORGE CUMMINS (Inside-left): The third
of Town’s Eire internationals, Cummins joined
Luton from Everton for a £12,000 fee in 1953.
Since then he has won ten caps, the last being
against Poland in October this year. In 1957-58
he made only 15 first team appearances, but this
season has regained his old form and confidence
and is a regular choice.

JIM ADAM (Outside-left): A Scot, he arrived
at Luton via Spennymoor, the North Eastern
League club, in 1953-54. He had been signed
in the face of keen competition from several
Scottish League clubs but he was not an imme-
diate success. He has matured considerably and
is now a firm favourite. Is a fast winger with
a good centre.

BRENDAN McNALLY (Reserve Full-back): Has
had to be content with only vccasional appear-
ances in the senior side, although a formight
ago he was unexpectedly named as Luton’s
centre-forward for the home match with Black-
burn Rovers. A native of Dublin, he joined
Luton from Shelbourne, the Irish League club.

]
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ARSENAL

Colours—Shiris: Red, White Sleeves and Collars. Knickers: White.
Stockings: Blue, White Rings, White Tops.

(Goal)
Kelsey
1
(Right-back) (Left-back)
Wills Evans
2 3,
(Right-half) (Centre-half) (Left-hadf)
Ward Fotheringham Docherty
4. 5. 5.

(Outside-right) (Inside-right) (Centre-forward) (Inside-left) (Outside-left)

Clapton Groves Barnwell Bloomfield Henderson
7: 8. 9, 10, 11
Linesmen:
Mr. L. A. HILL
Referee: (Reading, Berks)

[Red Flag]
Mr. R. E. SMITH

(Newport, Mon.) Mr. T. F. HEWINSON

(Portsmouth)
[Yellow Flag]

11 10. 9, 8. 7

Adam Cummins Morton Turner Bingham
(Qutside-left) (Inside-left) (Centre-forward) (Inside-right) {Outside-right)

6. 5. 4.
Pacey Owen Groves
(Left-half) (Centre-half) (Right-half)

3. 2
Hawkes Dunne
(Left-back) (Right-back)

15
Baynham
(Goal)

LUTON TOWN

Colours—Shirts: White. Knickers: Black.
Stockings: Black, White Tops,



THE MYSTERY OF
WHY GOOD TEAMS SUDDENLY TAKE
THE WRONG TURNING

Jottings by Spectator

E owe an apology lo Luton Town,

which is all the more likely to be
readily accepted and forgiven because com-
paratively few people connected with Luton
will be aware that such is due. In the pro-
gramme notes for the recent Aston Villa
match it was stated that Arsenal people
knew what we were up against during the
cecond half of the season because we had
met all our League competitors except
Birmingham City.

That wasn’t correct, of which fact evi-
dence is provided by the two matches with
[.uton Town being part of the Christmas
programme. The one thing nobody wanted
to do was to ignore Luton. I cerlainly
didn’t. How can we help admiring a club
which is older than any of us, and which
once upon a time voluntarily withdrew
from the Second Division because the fix-
tures involved the club in more long jour-
neys than they could really afford.

Luton Town holding a place among the
elite—a credit to the First Division—is
one of those things which have to be in-
cluded among the wonders of the world of
football, So we include them, heartily in
seasonal greetings. May the future have
even better things in store, making for us
all a happy New Year.

At the moment of writing we don’t even
know what the position will be when the
mid-season holiday games have been worked
off. The returns around Christmas are im-
porlant, of course, but the lesser number of
fixtures this time round suggest that the
tendency is towards a general reduction of
the rations in the Christmas football feast.

When the fixture list was more crowded
at this time of the vear, the good advice
often given was to this effect: Don’t begin
io take stock or count the chickens until
after the turn out of one year into the next.
To that was added:—and even then don’t
count them.

Pitches of All Sorts

Pretly sound, that advice. Events so often
run contrary to expectations. Everything
seems to be going right when suddenly the
wrong turning is taken. The slump sets in.
We know that well enough. as do our
friends from Luton.
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At one period earlier in the season the
Hatters were in proud possession of the top
of the table position. Then things began 10
go wrong. Up to the middle of this month
five games in a row were lost. A similar
sort of story was connected with Luton’s
first season in the top class.

When the turn into the New Year was
taken they were highly placed in the
League table. Alas, the flop in results fol-
lowed—six League games in succession
going against them. For that sort of experi-
ence in the fortunes of a club there is
often a simple, straight-forward explana-
tion.

Key players are absent, and the team
play is disturbed because the deputies for
the injured stars do not fill the gaps ade-
quately or quickly enough. That isn't nec-
essarily the only reason. The First Division
experiences of Luton suggest that their
style of play was not well suited to the
heavier pitch conditions.

I don’t know whether that is right. Wha
we are reminded of so often around this
part of the season is that the clubs which
stay in the high places of the League table
have to be consistently good in fair weather
and foul: on mud, in slush, or even on a
skating rink.

Arsenal have had slump periods which
were shrouded in mystery. We can be duly
thankful that the same sort of thing works
the other way round: when we have been
reminded that the darkest hour is just
before the dawn.

Finding the Right Answer

The latter part of the 1926-7 season pro-
vided for Arsenal players and everybody
clse concerned an oulstanding example
of the ups and downs for which there is
no obvious explanation. We were flying
high, and well on the way to Wembley. Bui
amid the run came a period when nothing
went our way in relation to the League
games,

Seven in a row were lost. Suddenly.
however, and again without any obvious ex-
planation, our players found the turning in
the lane. The maximum points were picked
up from three Easter holiday matches.
Those successes put things right in the

[L.eague sense, making us much more confi-
Jdent about the outcome of our first Cup
Final.

There is little need to worry about the
why and wherefore of victories, but the
almost unaccountable slumps mean a head-
ache for everybody concerned. It may well
happen that experiments have to be made
in the make-up of the team.

During this season. after the Lulon ex-
perience of losing five games in a row
which have been mentioned previously,
Brandon McNally, who up to then had been
regarded as a full-back, was switched to
the centre-forward position. Possibly some-
body connected with the club remembered
the extraordinary success which imme-
diately followed a centre-forward experi-
ment years ago.

That reference is, of course, to the oul-
standing record-making performance of
Joe Payne. On the very first occasion on
which he played at centre-forward in the
first team he scored ten goals in a match
against Bristol Rovers.

We at Highbury have reason to remember
the sequel to what was called the gamble
move of switching a full-back to the centre-
forward position. The man concerned was
Bob Turnbull. The move made a happy
Christmas for Arsenal. Turnbull started
with a goal at Bolton, and in the Boxing
Day return match did the hat-trick. Doing
the same thing again at Blackburn by way
of a start to the New Year, he totted up
lo nine goals in just over a week.

Two Rare Pippins

Sixty years have passed since Arsenal
and Luton Town first met for League
points. Connected with the returns are in-
teresting figures. Three Second Division
games were played on Arsenal's ground.
and three on the Luton ground. The Reds
won their home games, and the Hartters
triumphed each time they were al home.
The goals total for that little series was
exactly the same—ten to the home teams
and two to the visitors.

Quite soon after the games of this holi-
day period are over thoughts about the
coming Cup-ties will be uppermost. While
Arsenal are travelling 10 Lancashire for
their third round game, the Luton fellows
will be on their way to Yorkshire.

Leeds v. Luton is one of the three ties in
the round in which First Division clubs
clash. Another one is a bus ride from our
ground—at White Hart Lane. That con-
nects, in a way, with the last of the three
occasions when Arsenal and Luton met in
the competition proper.

The sixth round game at Luton in 1952
was one of the joy days for Freddie Cox.
When Arsenal were a goal down Cox pu:
the score level, somehow squeezing the ball
in from what seemed an impossible angle.
From a position only slightly more favour-
able he managed a second one, and Arsenal
duly passed on towards Wembley.

Freddie wasn’t quite sure himself
whether he should have shot or passed. bui
he wouldn’t stand for it when somebody
suggested that he got through with two bad
shots. “ Don’t you believe il,” said Cox,
“the shots which get the goals are the
best.”

SOUTH-EAST COUNTIES LEAGUE

Fixtures
1958 Opponents Venue F.A.
Aug. 23 WEST HAM UTD. HOME 2 1
» 30 Brentford b et Away 4 0
Sept. 6 WATFORD ... HOME 7 2
s 13 Charlton Athletic .. Away 2 2
» 20 CHARLTON ATH. . HOME 5§ 0
» 27 CHELSEA ... ... HOME 1 0o
Oct. 4 Portsmouth Away 0 )
5» 18 Tottenham H. o Away 0 0
n 25 QPR, s ... HOME 1 1
Nov. 15 Leyton Orient Away 6 0
» 22 BRENTFORD ... HOME 3 2
»w 29 West Ham 2 Away 3 1
Dec. 6 Bexleyheath .. - Away 1 2
» 13 LUTON TOWN ... HOME 7 1
»w 27 PORTSMOUTH .. HOME ...

Here Are The Answers

To questions on Page 4.

1.—William Dodgin, He resigned the manager-
ship of Fulham on September 22nd, 1953,
when they were at the bottom of the Second
Division. Nine d&ys later he was appointed
manager of Brentford, who had dropped to
the bottom in the meantime.

2.—That of Liverpool when they won 10 and
drew nine of their first 19 First Division
matches in season 1949-50.

3.—That when Bernard Joy, Dr. Kevin O'Flana-
an, and Albert Godmundsson all played for

senal against Stoke City at Highbury on

October 19th, 1946.

4.—John Malcolm Padgett, who appeared with
radford City in two Third North games in
season 1937-38 and scored once. He spent
the following season with Bradford, for whom
he played in only one Second Division
match, but scored.

5.—That when Portsmouth did not concede s
goal in any of their first eight Third South
matches in season 1922-23.

6.—That when six (all for offside) were dis-
allowed in _a Third South match between
Swindon Town and Southend United in
November, 1949.
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APPEARANCES & GOALSCORERS FOOTBALL LEAGUE—DIVISION I
Up to and including 20th December Home Away

GGoals scored are given in brackets after ° W D LF A bl A
the number o! appearances 2 8 1 22913 Bolton 3 6 2151829
i 22 B 1 22 8 Wolverhampton 5 1 5 16 17 28
FOOTRALL, £RAGUR AR R
2 3 3117 Vs =8 8 i 5 21
Bloomfield .. .23 (6) Henderson 9 (8) e « iy i
23 8 1 33519 ARSENAL 4 2 5181627
Clapton .23 (4) Barnwell S UC B0 b [ B 3 53018 Stk 3§ a5 ahias
Dodgin .23 Charlton - ] L S Bk i L gt
Evans .. ...23 (4) Haverty d 5] 23 5 3 227 17T Manchester Utd. 5 2 5 26 26 25
Kelsey v} Holton ..3 (3) 22 4 7 015 6 Blackpool 3 3 51418 24
Docherty 21 Biggs .2 (1) 220 6 2 32311 Nottm.Forest 4 1 617 20 23
Ward . 21 (3) Bowen .2 22 5 2 42217 Burnley 4 25 22
3’5'[;“ : }g 3 Ef":;ng 5 22 6 1 32014 NewcastleUtd, 4 1 723 2722
Sy = ; 22 7 1 33217 WestHamUtd, 2 2 7 2
Herd veeerr--14(12)  Standem  ........ 1 8 : : =
NUIE ooovviininnnnns 14 (6 22 3 6 21413 [LeedsUnited 4 1 6 1
il 21 5 4 22111 LUTONTOWN 1 4 5 20
FOOTBALL COMBINATION 22 6 1 42123 Birmingham 2 3 6 20
Fotheringham 17 (1) Clapton (D. P.) 4 22 8 0 33220 Chelseq 1189 619
Standen v 14 Jones et .3 (2) 22 5 2 52126 Everton 3161 19
Goulden ..... il Sanchez i | 22 5 4 32620 Manchester City 1 2 T 18
McCullough :3 gtmﬂg g 8; 22 5 3 32320 LeicesterCity 2 1 8 18
Charlton - wallow 22 4 1 52421 Tottenham 2 4 6 217
Goring Tapscont 3W 2253 325 Fortemonih 1.3 8 7
RARwal SRLEZNEAN e ! 23 4 3 51023 AstonVilla 2 1 816 3618
Haverty 11 (5)  Sullivan 2
Petts A1 (4) Clayton i (1
Tiddy ...9 () Coe 3
Biggs ....8 (8) Everitt 1 FOOTBALL COMBINATION—DIV. I
Dodson .6 (2) Goy 1 P. W. D. L. F. A Pts
'\}°'l“°" "2 @ I\Hje::nm ,1 Tottenham Hotspur 18 14 0 4 57 22 28
Botaei Pl Quinn Y Leicester City 19 13 1 5 41 36 %7
Bowen 5 (1) Saxby il Nottingham Forest 17 41 1 & 37 26 23
Davies ..5 (1) A. Young 5 Chelsea 18 10 2 6 47 31 22
R. Drake 1 ARSENAL 1B 7 7 4 43 28 21
Birmingham City 17710 1 6 20 21 21
METROPOLITAN LEAGUE Luton Town 18 8 4 6 36 35 20
Saxby vinre k. E8) M. Barber ..2 (1) Swansea Town 18 9 1 8 38 46 19
A, Young ... 15 Barnwell .......2 Portsmouth .17 7 4 B 36 33 18
Clapton (D. P.) 14(17) W. Callaghan ...2 5 7 6 28 29 17
, 4 Clayton 2 m Fulham 18 B 29
3:;’:5 i B Torearth 2 Ipswich Town cevd8 T 2 10 37 43 16
E‘.e,;‘::l ]" McKechnie ...2 Brighton & Hove Albion 17 5 3 9 33 28 15
J. Harris J. Snedden i Charlton Athletic 18 6 2 10 33 38 14
Goy ........ R. Capel A Bristol City 7T 6 2 9§ 25 40 14
Sanchez B. Croucher 1 Cardiff City ..... .17 6 1 10 28 40 13
Dixon S. Cunningham 1 West, Ham United 17 5 3 0 2 42 13
D. Bacuzz ‘; g.']‘;“““ } Leyton Orient 15 4 4 7 34 32 12
el - SibrSr i : Bristol Rovers 18 2 1 15 27 64 5
Nicholas R. (;;ovcelr i
Strong w. eadows ...
B. McGlyan ...1
o d Foonatl 1@ METROPOLITAN LEAGUE
Bennett 5 Petts o | P. W. D. L. F. A. Pts.
;\‘:EI%r‘ilzhu& ; ?“’F"‘;d . i ARSENAL .21 14 4 3 73 39 32
M. Fa Eva . . ey -
D. Robson .3 Standen el Che-seq L D Bt o
S o 1 Ghstod oy 19 i 2 64y & %
Guildfor: City suee e B b 2 2 2
SOUTH-EAST COUNTIES LEAGUE Brighton & Hove Alblon 17 7 5 5 32 31 19
W. Meadows ...13 (4) I. Snedden 5 Hastings United ........ 17 8 2 7 35 25 18
M. Barber .10(10) J. Harris 4 Newbury Town 13 6 4 3 26 18 18
W. Belger .9 (4) E“Ed = e % Dunstable Town .. 15 -7 2 6 3. 32 16
- s M E"’:l:’“:n i Dideot Town 15 4 7 4 22 20 15
8 R. Agar 1 West Ham United 18 T 1 8 32 31 15
R. Reynolds ......8 (4) G, Cix 1 Crawley Town 15 5 5 5 34 3 15
W. Callaghan ...7 (%) K. Davies ek Easthourne United 16 &5 4 7 3R 28 14
M. Fairchild ...7 (2) J. Dyke 1 Headington United 18 5 4 0 30 50 14
R. Griffiths ...7 Everitt ....... 1 (1) puton Town NN TR R [ T T T
D, H,e;“'d ------- 7@ R. Gidney 1 Haywards Heath ,.... 14 4 5 b5 24 27 13
R. Warman 7 DL Sabson X Bedford Town 17 5 3 9 31 45 13
J. Watson .........7 (2) Sanchez 1 _' = S
R .6 (2) 1. Sturley 1 Sl 4D 14 333 524 U
6 C. Vernon 1 Dartford 18 3 3 12 31 8 9
5 B. Wilson .........1 Portsmouth g 3.1 5 2 21 7
i1} Windsor & Eten ., g2 3 13 38 38 0

LUTON TOWN
R. Morton, S. Dunne, K. Hawkes, R. Baynham, D. Pacey, S. Owen, ]. Groves.

ham, G. Turner, A. Brown, J. Adam.

ing

Seated: W. B!

Standing
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o FVER PRESENT _ . Football League Division I Football Combination
After our match against Preston North End, our twenty-third of the present campaign, 1958 Oppeasdts Venue F.A 1958 Oppane Venue F.A
the following four players were the only ones to have played in every game. Aug. 23 Preston North Ead .. Away 1 2  Aug 23 FUmeR‘;ni.... .. HOME 2 3
» 26 BURNLEY HOME 3 0 s 27 Leicester City ... Away 1 0
» 30 LEICESTER CITY .. HOME 5 1 s 30 Tottenham Hotspur ... Away 3 1
Sept. 2 Burnley ea S Away 1 3
,, Everton L Away 6 1 Sept. 6 Ipswich Town Away 3 1
s 9 BOLTON W. HOME 6 1 » 16 SWANSEA TOWN .. HOME 1 1
” }; ;3(1 EE‘I;,'H%:!“H- Hgaf' { ; s 20 Bristol Rovers Away 8§ 2
” on an t]
" 20 MANCHESTER C. . HOME 4« 1 = ¥ BIRMINGHAM CITY HOME 1 2
» 27 Leeds United 1 2 Qct. 4 Luton Town .. Away 3 3
Oct. 4 WEST BROM. A. ... HOME 4 3 » 11 BRIGHTON & H. A. HOME 2 2
s 11 Manchester United ... Away 1 1 » 18 Chelsea . Away 1 1
» 18 W'HAMPTON W. .. HOME 1 1 n 25 NOTTINGHAM F HOME 2 2
w 22 Aston Villa ... . Away 2 1
» 25 Blackburn Rovers .. Away 2 4 Nov. 1 West Ham United ... Away 0 2
Nov. 1 NEWCASTLE UTD. HOME 3 2 » 8 CARDIFF CITY .. HOME 2 2
s 8 West Ham United ... Away 0 0 » 15 Portsmouth .. . Away 2 1
» 15 (1) NOTTM. F. ... HOME 3 1 » 22 BRISTOL CITY .. HOME § 1
5 22 Chelsea .. __Away 3 0 »w 29 Charlton Athletic Away 1 3
,» 29 BLACKPOOL .. HOME 1 4
Dec. 6 (2) Portsmouth Away 1 0 Dec. 6 CHELSEA ... HOME 6 1
,» 13 ASTON VILLA .. HOME 1 2 s 20 Fulham Away 0 1
, 20 PRESTON N. E. .. HOME 1 2 » 26 IPSWICH TOWN ... HOME
»» 26 Luton Town ... ey LSRR ,» 27 Leyton Orient ...  Away
» 27 LUTON TOWN . HOME
1959
1959 Jan. 3 TOTTENHAM H. . HOME
Jan. 3 Leicester City : Away : » 10
» 10 (3) Bury 7 Away ’ .
” i‘i ﬁ‘)’ERTON HOME ... » 24 LEYTON ORIENT . HOME
:.' 31 Tottenham Hotspur ... Away ... » ESL Swansi e 3o Away
Feb. 7 Manchester City £ Away ... Feb. 7 BRISTOL ROVERS . HOME
,» 14 (5) LEEDS UTD. .. HOME . » 14 Birmingham City ... Away . .
. . : e S TlisET e | \:‘ell Br?&nwleh Albion “avmv!a% ,,,,,, » 21 LUTON TOWN .. HOME . ..
\ » 28 e »» 28 Nottingh:
JIMMY BLOOMFIELD DANNY CLAPTON IRl vy it Sisgharg Feews ... AWM
ke, 7 Wo il A ' Mar. 7 WEST HAM UTD. HOME
» 14 (S.F.) BLACKBURN HOM X =
» 21 Newcastle United Away » 14 Cardiff City ... ... Away
,» 28 WEST HAM UTD ... HOME . » 21 PORTSMOUTH ... HOME
» 30 BIRMINGHAM C. .. HOME . . » 28 Bristol City ... Away . ...
»» 31 Birmingham City ... Away ... Apdl 4 CHARLTON A HOME
Apr. 4 Iéotdnsl:am Forest ... ngﬁé el p:‘ 11 X B
? 18 Biackpool o B . » 18 LEICESTER CITY . HOME
w 25 PDRTSMOUTH ... HOME ...... 5t B
May 2

M
(l)a.yﬂ), 3), (4), (5), (6)=F.A. Cup Round dates. Undated Brighton & Hove A. Away
Metropolitan League

1958 Opponents Venue F.A, 1958 Opponents Venue F.A.
Aug. %g ged:?rr{[ Town .ﬁway g 1 Dec, gg B%RTFTQRD. o HgME 6 2
o artfor . way 1 1 idcot way ...
” 30 WEST HAM UTD. . HOME 3 0 ., 27 BEDFORD TOWN .. HOME .

Sept. 3 Crawley ael s o Awey. 3 0 1959
Jan. 3 Portsmouth Away
Y 10 e Rl ok ﬁ::; e ., 10 DUNSTABLE TOWN HOME
5, 13 CHELSEA .. .. HOME 2 2 ” %I ggm Ud. .. Hg:;lg
Oct. 1 FULHAM . .. HOME 3 2 , 31 CRAWLEY .. .. HOME
n 4 Guildford City .. Away 4 7 peb. 7 Brighwn & Hove ... Avay
» 11 TONBRIDGE .. HOME § 3 7 3% NEMBURY TONOVE HOME
s+ 18 Hastings United Away 1 0 i
. 25 HAYWARDS HEATH HOME 5 0 Mar. 7 EE{ELS.FA HRME
Nov. 1 LUTON TOWN HOME 4 2 " UILDFOR! i
Wil %§§¥%%SMUE-}};ED “?mf; - » 2271 GUILDFORD CITY. HOM
e . H 4 2
» 15 HEADINGTON U. . HOME 7 2 2 53 gﬂ?ﬁ“nﬁf TON "23‘5 Sa
» 29 Eastbourne United ... Away 1 1
Apr. 11 Didcot Town
Dec. 6 gmg:o*r _}'owN .. HOME 2 g » 18 %AS;’I‘I?!OURNE UTD uoma
£ " ewbury own aa way Ty onbridge WI,'
BILL DODGIN DENNIS EVANS N.B.—Home matches will be played at Grovelands.



ARSENAL MATCHES

FOOTBALL LEAGUE

Saturday, 20th December, lost to Preston North
End (Home) 1-2. (Half-time 1-2)

Team: Kelsey; Wills, Evans; Ward, Dodgin,
Docherty; Clapton, Groves, Barnwell, Bloom-
field, Henderson.

Referee: Mr. R. M. Jordan (Leicester).

Goalscorer: Henderson.

FOOTBALL COMBINATION

Ealk

SOUTH-EAST COUNTIES LEAGUE

W. D. I, F. A:Pla.
Portsmouth 11 4 2 656 27 26
Qhelsea " ... ....... 12 5% AL RIAas a8
Tottenham Hotspur 10 3 3 46 21 23
Bexleyheath ....... 10 1 1 49 17 21
ARSENAL ....coveceeres i 9 3 2 42 13 21
Queen’s Park Rangers .. 14 5 6 3 33 39 1&
West Ham United . 14 8 3 5 31 32 15
Charlton Athletic 6 2 5 30 I 14
Folham  ......oe. 5 2 8 39 5 12
Southend United 5 0 11 38 63 10
Millwall ....... 5, @ 10" 33 5T 10
Leyton Orient 3 3 T 30 43 0
Brentford ..... 3 3 9 28 46 9
Luton Town s 4 1 B 22 44 9
Crystal Palace . 2 0142 21 ¥ 4
Watford ........ f 230 22 81 4

Saturday, 20th December, lost to F
(Away) 0-1. (Half-time 0-1).

Team: Standen; Charlton, McCullough; Goring
(Capt), Fotheringham, Petts; R. rake

Goulden, Strong, Dodson, Haverty.
Referee: Mr. M. N. Nester.

METROPOLITAN LEAGUE

Saturday, 20th December, beat Dartford (Home)
6-2, (Half-time 4-0).

Team: Coe; D, Bacuzzi, Nicholas (Capt.);
Davies, A. Young, Sanchez; Saxby, Clapton,
D. P., F. O’Neill, Everitt, D. Heard.

Referee: Mr. C. L. J. Press (Staines).
Goalscorers: Clapton 3, O'Neill 2, Everitt.

F.A. YOUTH CUP
Meonday, 10th November, beat
(Away) 3-1. (Hali-time 1-0).
Team: Coe; D. Robson, J. Harris; Sanchez, A
Young, C, Meldrum; M. Barber, Everitt
(Capt.); J. Read, W. Meadows, R. McKechnie,
Referee: Mr. D. S. Adey.
Goalscorers: Read, Meldrum, Meadows.

Dagenham

LEADING GOALSCORERS
DIVISION 1

GREAVES (Chelsea)
CHARLTON (Manchester U.)
SMITH (Tottenham)
WHITE (Newcastle)
HATSELL (Preston) ....
LOFTHOUSE (Bolton) . o
DOBING (Blackburn) ....... e U]
JOHNSTON (Blackburn) (]
DWIGHT (Nottingham F.)
KEEBLE (West Ham) ..............
DICK (West Ham) .......

HERD (Arsenal)
KEVAN (W.B.A.) :
SAUNDERS (Portsmouth)
WILSON (Nottm. Forest)

As a footnote for Arsenal followers—Herd's 12
goals have been scored in only 14 League games.

A Aston Villa v. Man. Ud. ... .
B Bolton v. Everton @ ...
C Burnley v. Leicester C. ... ...
D Chelsea v. Blackburn .. . ..
] Brighton v. Fulham ... . .

K Bristol R. v. Ipswich

P QUP.R. v. Plymouth
Q Reading v. Norwich

T Chester v. Millwall

HALF-TIME SCOREBOARD

FIRST DIVISION

SECOND DIVISION

N Stoke v. Leyton O.
THIRD DIVISION

FOURTH DIVISION
V  Watford v. Walsall

FOOTBALL COMBINATION
L W Leyton O. v. Arsenal

E Leeds v. W.B.A.
F Man, City v. Birmingham ... .. .
G Nottingham F. v. Newcastle ......
H Wolves v. Portsmouth

L Charlton v. Huddersfield
M Lincoln C. v. Sheffield W,

R Southampton v. Newport .........
S Tranmere v. Bury

U Crystal P. v. Aldershot
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