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CLUB

NOTES

Close Rivals

The visit of Luton Town F.C. to Upton Park is usually
the occasion for a close contest, and our relative League
positions point to a recurrence this afternoon.

When we met at Kenilworth Road earlier in the season
our XI was: Gregory (E.); Wright, Bond; Parker, Allison,
O’Farrell; Woodgate, Barrett, Moroney, Gregory (J.),
Tucker. This side had the upper hand during the opening
half but failed to take its chances and could not gain a
lead. After the interval some switches by Dally Duncan
brought more zest to his forward line, but the homesters’
efforts were in turn forestalled by our rearguard, and a
goalless draw was the ultimate result.

Since that match the Hatters have shown very great
improvement, and have steadily climbed the table after
gaining only seven points from their first nine games. They
are among the challengers for the leadership of Division II
and are not complete * outsiders ” in the F.A. Cup lists; in
the Cup next Saturday they will visit Manchester City at
Maine Road, after disposing of Blackburn Rovers in
summary fashion in the Third Round by 6—I1.

Much of the Hatters’ progress can be credited to the
management of Dally Duncan. Steady work by the former
Scottish International at Luton has achieved most efficient
progress in judicial team-building. Undoubtedly one of his
finest strokes of business was to obtain the transfer of
Jesse Pye, for the ex-Wolves forward has rapidly returned
to the form that earned him fame earlier in his career and
this has been backed by all-round solidarity from the rest of
the XI.

Last season’s meetings with Luton took place during the
Christmas holidays. On Christmas Day we were two up at
the interval and won by three clear goals—our biggest score
in the meetings between the Hatters and Hammers. Making
several changes in the side on Boxing Day our opponents
rapidly ensured that we should not repeat the performance;
3—1 ahead at the interval they piled on pressure and goals
in the second-half to earn a 6—1 margin, thus returning our
* Christmas present!”
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Last Saturday

We made two changes for last Saturday’s League match at
St. Andrew’s, Jimmy Andrews returning at outside-left and
Gerry Gazzard making his first appearance since early in the
season; Gerry replaced Albert Foan, who cried off on
Friday owing to a bout of influenza. The Hammers’ team
was therefore: Gregory (E.); Wright, Bond; Parker, Allison,
O’Farrell; Woodgate, Gregory (J.), Kearns, Gazzard,
Andrews.

The match can be briefly summarised in the word
 opportunities.” The homesters took advantage of a couple
of defensive errors to record their goals (one by Ted Purdon
within two minutes of the kick-off, the other by Cyril Trigg
a quarter-of-an-hour from the end); we had three excellent
opportunities, but good positioning by England custodian
Gil Merrick narrowed the angle on each occasion, and the
nearest we came to scoring was when Jimmy Andrews hit
the post.

Apart from these instances there was little between the
teams. A top-rate first-half saw end-to-end play, although
the pace began to tell after the interval and the exchanges
became more robust. It was thus somewhat disappointing
for the Midlanders to record an attendance of only 22,000,
especially as the City are now in fifth place and well in the
promotion-contending stakes.

This was Birmingham’s first *“ double ”* of the season, as
they won here by the odd goal in three last September,
but it is not likely to be their last dual success in 1952-53.
Actually on the * horses for courses”’ adage it was no
surprise—for since their return to Division II at the end of
1949-50 season we have not gained a point in the six meet-
ings with the Blues—and we can now truly add Brum to our
list of “ bogy teams !

Combination Summary

The Combination league programme for 1952-53 is
drawing to its close, and after today’s meeting with Birming-
ham City Reserves our second-string has only two more
matches to play in the competition. From our own angle
these are not of very great importance, for it is unlikely that
we can rise above fifth place in the final table—although to
end that high is a most creditable performance after a poor
start that left us with only five points from eight games.

On the other hand our opponents are most interested in
the outcome of our meetings with them, for Birmingham
City and Chelsea are in the ‘ relegation zone * whilst Ports-
mouth are still interested in the top places—although the
Spurs’ Reserves are obviously prime favourites for the
championship, an honour that has not come their way since
1925-26.

Likewise, in Division II of the competition the destination
of most of the honours is practically settled; Leicester City’s
surprise home defeat by the Orient Reserves has left Luton
Town well ahead, and it seems most likely that both these
clubs will be accompanied into the upper section by Ipswich
Town and Swansea Town under the  four up, four down ”
plan.

Thus the interest from now on will be mostly concentrated
on the Combination Cup. This will again take the form of
four Groups of eight clubs, each playing 14 games. The
Group winners will participate in Semi-Finals on a straight
knock-out basis with the Final on the same principle.

Since the inception of this tournament we have never
made a very good showing, but the form of our Reserve
Team in recent months is such that we anticipate that they
will make a strong challenge for honours in 1953. They have
got away to a ““ head start” by winning at Aldershot a
fortnight ago with a 3—0 margin, and with home games on
the next two Saturdays (against Millwall and Fulham
respectively) they hope to increase their advantage. Like-
wise, with Portsmouth and Charlton Athletic also in our
Group such a start would be more than useful as these
appear to be our most dangerous rivals, but there is no
telling what may happen even against the so-called “ out-
siders !

Last Saturday’s Division I match here against Southamp-
ton Reserves was most illustrative of this. We were not
entirely unmindful of the visitors’ 3—1 win against Cardiff
Reserves on the previous Saturday, and had good cause for
reserving our pre-match judgement of what would have
appeared a ** cert home ” success, for we found ourselves
two goals down at half-time to a side that belied their
position at the foot of the table. The visitors had moved the
ball about to gain this advantage whilst we * kept it close,”
and had the game progressed on the same lines we should
have been defeated. However, the second-half saw a reversal
of tactics by both sides, and after Ken Tucker had netted
twice in goalmouth scrambles George Petchey scored the
winner following a good run through by Jimmy Barrett.

Our team was: Taylor; Devlin, Kinsell; Malcolm, Walker,
McGowan; Southren, Barrett, Hawkins, Petchey, Tucker.

“A” Team Progress

The “A” Team moved into fifth place in the Eastern
Counties League with a 4—3 win at Eynesbury after being
two goals down in the earlier stages last Saturday. The
splendid fighting-back qualities of our young side received
much praise from the officials of the home club (newcomers
to the League this season), although one * wag” went so
far as to say that our Xl was also trying to impress the
Hammers’ Chairman—Mr. R. H. Pratt—who was also
present to see our third-string in action! Whether or not
this was true, we are pleased to congratulate our team,
which lined-up as follows: Chiswick; Cooper, Cantwell;
Bing, Brown, Noakes; Hooper, T. Mathews, Dixon, Belcher,
Gunning. Scorers were Hooper, Mathews, Dixon and
Gunning.

Metropolitan League Report

Our “ B ” Team did not have a very successful day last
Saturday, and nothing went their way in the match against
Haywards Heath at the Glebe Road Ground, Dagenham.
Despite this misfortune they only lost by 3—2, this also
being the score at the interval.

Floodlight News

We have been granted a licence to provide floodlighting at
the Boleyn Ground, and orders for the provision of the
apparatus have been placed.

It is certain that the installation will be ready in time for
use during the early part of the 1953-54 season, but it is a
matter of conjecture as to whether it will be possible to
stage a match under “ lights ”* before the end of the present
campaign.

Some of the lamps are to be placed on the roofs of the
grandstand and the covered terrace opposite, and there is
little delay on that portion; however, it will also be neces-
sary for additional lighting to be provided at the ends of
the pitch, and as these are to be mounted on pylons we
cannot complete our arrangements till they are constructed
and erected.

However, you can be assured that we are pressing on with
the installation as speedily as possible, and will give further
news as it comes to hand.

We are hoping to meet Dundee (Jimmy Andrews’ former
club) in our first floodlit game here. Dundee were Scottish
Cup Finalists last season and include Bobby Flavell and
Billy Steele in their side; they are at present negotiating for
the return to soccer of Raich Carter, who was with the
Hull City team earlier this season. Dundee have already
played several games * under the lights "—at Sunderland
(34,000 attendance), Southampton (28,000) and Hull (31,000),
so they are no strangers to the experience; in fact, they wear
specially-made blue-and-white quartered shirts for these
games instead of their usual all-blue rig, and we know they
will be a great attraction.

Incidentally, we recently mentioned in these columns that
Bury Town of the Eastern Counties League had installed
floodlights. These were used in a recent game against
Cambridge City, and although not an elaborate system they
were very effective and an unqualified success.
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WEST HAM UNITED

Colours : Claret Shirts with Light Blue Sleeves and Collars, White Shorts

RIGHT | LEFT
GREGORY, E
2 3
WRIGHT BOND
55 5 6
PARKER ALLISON O’FARRELL
7 8 5 10 ]
WOODGATE GREGORY, J KEARNS FOAN ANDREWS
Referee : Mr. W. B. EVERETT (Burwell, Cambridgeshire)
Linesmen : Mr. A. E. MOORE (Red Flag) and Mr. K. E. LAFLIN (Orange Flag)
11 10 9 8 7
MITCHELL TURNER PYE MOORE DAVIES
6 5 4
SHANKS OWEN MORTON
3 2
AHERNE JONES
LEFT | RIGHT
BAYNHAM

LUTON TOWN
Colours : White Shirts with Black Collars and Cuffs, Black Shorts

Teams are correct at time of going to press. Any changes will be announced through the public address system

A Note from a Norwich City Fan

In our programme notes on Boxing Day we inadvertently

stated that our Reserves had met Norwich City Reserves at
*The Nest ” this season. This was quickly spotted by a
local * Canaries’ fan,” Mr. C. H. Parker, 46a Brampton
Road, Bexleyheath, Kent, and he sent us an interesting
letter about it!
. Mr. Parker pointed out that the Canaries have not used
‘The Nest since the end of season 1934-35, as they afterwards
took up residence at Carrow Road. Furthermore, our cor-
respondent also mentioned the fact that it was West Ham
United who provided the opposition to Norwich City in a
League Division II match on the opening day at the new
ground—August 31st, 1935, the homesters winning by 4—3.
Dougal Lochead, who was captaining the side from left-half,
scored (rather appropriately) the first goal. Our scorers were
Dr. Jimmy Marshall, Jack Morton and Jimmy Ruffell.

Further research on our part has produced some comments
from the Norwich City programme on this match, among
them being the opinion that the Norwich fans had seen the
«<lub which would gain promotion that season—West Ham
United. This forecast proved very nearly correct, for when
‘we entertained the Canaries in the return (beating them
3—2) we were in the middle of a run of 13 games without
«defeat. This took us steadily to the head of the table, where
we remained with but four matches to play, our hopes being
finally dimmed by Charlton Athletic, who won a memorable
match here by 3—1 to virtually decide that they instead of
-ourselves should be promoted to Division I.

We thank Mr. Parker for his sporting comments, and
gracefully accept his appreciation of our remarks about the
‘City’s soccer always being of the attractive type to watch.
We wish him and his favourites all best wishes for the
future.

Flashback

Another interesting point that came to our notice recently
was an item in George Whiting’s column in the Evening
Standard. In the programme of the recent West Bromwich
Albion cup tie we mentioned that after beating the Throstles
in the Fourth Round of the Cup in 1933 we were drawn
against Brighton and Hove Albion, but it was not until we
read the Standard that we recalled Brighton’s feat in the
competition that season.

In those days League clubs had to apply for exemption
from the early rounds of the F.A. Cup (this is now auto-
matic), and the Seasiders had forgotten to do so.
Consequently they had to play through from the earliest
rounds and as the writer puts it “ set up a standard of Cup-
tie stamina that may never be surpassed.”

Before meeting us Brighton beat Shoreham 12—0, Worth-
ing 7—1, Hastings 9—0, and Barnet 4—0. Then in the
competition proper they beat Crystal Palace (away), Wrex-
ham (away, after a draw), Chelsea (home), and then Bradford
(home). In the Fifth Round, after being two up to the
Hammers in less than 25 minutes on their own ground
before a record 32,000 attendance, they were held to a 2—2
draw—only to be vanquished by the only goal scored in
extra time by Jackie Morton in the replay here on the
following Wednesday.

Saturday next, 31st January Kick-off 2.45 p.m
MILLWALL Reserves

Saturday, 7th February Kick-off 3.0 p.m
FULHAM Reserves
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FOOTBALL LEAGUE—Div II

Date Opponents G’nd R'sle
Aug 23 Southampton oy I—0
25 Hull City 0—I
30 Bury 1—1

Sept. | Hull Crty
6 Blrmmgham Clty
8 Leicester City
13 Luton Town
15 Leicester City
20 Leeds United 3
27 Plymouth Argyle ...
Oct. 4 Rotherham United
Il Blackburn Rovers .
I8 Nottingham Forest
25 Everton
Nov. | Brentford o]
8 Doncaster Rovers ...
|15 Swansea Town ...
22 Huddersfield Town
29 Sheffield United
Dec. é Barnsley g 45
13 Lincoln City
20 Southampton
25 Notts County
27 Notts County
Jan. 3 Bury
17 Burmmgham Clty
24 Luton Town
Feb. 7 Leeds United 3
14 Plymouth Argyle
21 Rotherham United
28 Blackburn Rovers
Mar. 7 Nottingham Forest
14 Everton =
21 Brentford ... 5
28 Doncaster Rovers
Aprii 3 Fulham ... e
4 Swansea Town
6 Fulham gL
Il Huddersfield Town
18 Sheffield United
25 Barnsley ...
May 2 Lincoln City
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F.A. CUP

Jan. |0 West Bromwich Albion
(Third Round)

%
¢
FS

L.F.A. CUP

Oct. 6 Leyton Orient .
(First Round)
13 Leyton Orient ...
(First Round Replay)
20 Tottenham Hotspur
(Second Round)
Nov. 3 Chelsea . P
(Semi-Final)
Dec. 8 Brentford ... 2—|
(Final) (at Stamford Bndge)
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ESSEX PROFESSIONAL CUP

Nov. 13 Colchester United e A 342
(First Round)
Leyton Orient ... e | |
(Semi-Final)

COMBINATION—Division |
Date Opponents G’nd R’slt

Aug. 25 Tottenham Hotspur H 2—2
30 Chariton Athletic H 2—0
Sept. 3 Chelsea A 0—4
6 Southampton A 1—2
8 Cardiff City H 0—3
13 Reading H 2-1
20 Northampton Town A 1—2
22 Tottenham Hotspur A 03
27 Plymouth Argyle H 2—I
Oct. I Norwich City A 0—0
4 Millwall £ A 1—i
I Birmingham Clty H 2—}
25 Northampton Town H 2—0
Nov. | Arsenal A A 3—2
8 Portsmouth H |—0
I5 Reading % A 0—2
19 Plymouth Argyle ... A 0—2
22 Coventry City H 9—0
24 Fulham H [—0
29 Charlton Athletnc A 23
Dec. I Millwall .. : H 42
10 Fulham A [—0
20 Arsenal H 0-—I
25 Coventry City A 0-2
26 Norwich City H 3—|
Jan. 3 Cardiff City A —I
17 Southampton el H 32
24 Birmingham City ... A
28 Portsmouth A
To be arranged
Chelsea H

COMBINATION CUP

Date Opponents G’nd R’slt
Jan. 10 Aldershot ... “he w. A 3—0
31 Millwall ... weany ol
Feb. 7 Fulham ... H

21 Aldershot H

28 Reading A

Mar 7 Portsmouth 2 H
14 Charlton Athletic ... A

2|1 Leyton Orient H

28 Portsmouth A

April 3 Fulham A
4 Reading H

6 Millwall A

il Leyton Orient 43 A

18 Charlton Athletic H

EASTERN COUNTIES LEAGUE

Date Opponents G’nd R'slt
Aug. 23 Stowmarket Town i 3—I

Sept. 10 Arsenal ‘A" % 0—3
13 Harwich & Parkeston \ 0—2

17 Chelmsford City Reserves 2—I1

20 Cambridge United 2 0—3

Oct. 4 Gillingham Reserves 0—4
11 Harwich & Parkeston 5—I1

18 Clacton Town 3—1

25 Lowestoft Town 3—2

Nov. I Kings Lynn 0—7
8 Clacton Town 0—3

15 Eynesbury Rovers 0—3

17 Tottenh’m Hotspur “A”’ 1—1

22 Colchester United Reserves 2—I

29 Cambridge United 0—Ii

Dec. 6 Chelmsford City Reserves I—1
13 Kings Lynn o 2—I

I5 Chelsea“ A" 2—I1

20 Crittall Athletic 2—I1

27 Lowestoft Town ... 5—2

Jan. 3 Bury Town 0—1
10 Chelsea‘‘ A" 2—I

17 Eynesbury Rovers 4-3

24 Gorleston ...
31 Yarmouth Town
Feb. 7 Stowmarket Town
Mar. 2| Crittall Athletic
28 Yarmouth Town
April 6 Arsenal “A”
18 Gillingham Reserves
25 Gorleston ... 5
To be arranged
Bury Town
Colchester Umted Resarves
Norwich City ** 4
Norwich City “ A ”’ s
Tottenh’m Hotspur *‘ A "
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EASTERN COUNTIES LG. CUP
Sept. 6 Crittall Ach. (2nd Rd.) A 2-3

LONDON MID-WEEK LEAGUE

Oct. 27 Woatford ... 5—0
Nov. 5 Portsmouth 2—I
10 Fulham 0—-1
26 Arsenal = 1—2
Dec. 10 Charlton Athletic . 0—2
Jan. 22 Tottenham Hotspur
29 Southend United ...
Feb. 4 Crystal Palace
11 Watford
19 Fulham

Mar. 2 Arsenal
9 Crystal Palace

16 Queens Park Rangers ...
23 Chariton Athletic
30 Portsmouth

April 15 Queens Park Rangers
20 Tottenham Hotspur
27 Southend United
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LUCKY PROGRAMME

LAST WEEK'S WINNER
No. 1694, held by Mr. A. J. Bird,
38 Nigel Road, E.7.

N? 04641

FOOTBALL LEAGUE—Div. II

P WD L F AP
Sheffield United... 28 17

Huddersfield Town 26 I5 49 20 37
Leicester City ... 26 4 65 50 33:
Luton Town WA 254 56 33 32

Birmingham City 26 12
Nottingham For. 26 13

65

7%

5.7

47

T 7

3 10
LeedsUnited ... 26 9 10 7 44 33 28
WestHamUtd.... 26 9 10 7 37 33 28
Rotherham Utd.... 27 13 2 2 51 47 28
Plymouth Argyle 26 II 6 9 37 39 28
Fulham ... 26 i 5 10 49 45 27
Blackburn Rovers 27 I 3 13 38 46 25
Notts County ... 26 9 6 Il 40 51 24
Everton ... 2871042 30 9N
Doncaster Rovers 25 6 10 9 33 43 22
Lincoln City inadbes b 1283445 20
Hull City e 226 -8 51337 46 21
Brentford w2080 05 S0 E38 e Y
SwanseaTown ... 26 6 9 Il 44 61 2|
Bury o 26 7 Gwld 933 520 200
Southampton ... 27 5 B8 14 45 59 |&
Barnsley ... vee 260 "5 4T 3464 |4

COMBINATION — Div. |

P"W:D L F APt
Tottenh’'mHot’r. 28 I5 9 4 71 30 3%
Charlton Athletic 28 5 5 8 53 46 35
Portsmouth e 2T 15 4 .8 SHEFINAIN
Plymouth Argyle 28 16 2 10 59 46 34
Cardiff City . 28 4 5 DiEJG9STP
West HamUtd. ... 27 13 4 10 43 38 30
NorwichCity ... 29 I 8 10 41 52 30
Millwall ... o2 133 11 41 39 39
Arsenal ... . 28 12 4 12 45 42 28
Northampton Tn. 29 12 2 15 44 47 2
Chelsea ... .28 9 613 38 48 24
Birmingham Clty 28 9 6 13 34 44 24
Reading ... .-28 100 3-15 30 39 2%
Fulham ... e W94 14 41" 58 0%
CoventryCity ... 29 9 4 16 31 54 22
Southampton ... 29 5 5 19 32 59 |5
Div. 11 P W D L 'F AP
Luton Town o 26 19 6 71 8531 4
Leicester City ... 26 19 3 4 77 32 4|
SwanseaTown ... 29 12 8 9 49 34 32
IpswichTown ... 26 {2 8 6 42 29 32
Bournemouth&B. 29 10 10 9 43 31 30
Bright. & Hove A. 30 [0 9 Il 72 65 2%
Aldershot LU28IT  7T 10 37 4 29
BristolRovers ... 28 8 2 8 45 51 28
Queens Pk. R’, grs 27% it 5 11 26 3320
Watford . 29. 9 8.12 38 40 26
Crystal Palace ... 29 10 6 13 36 48 26
LeytonOrient ... 28 9 6 3 34 45 24
Brentford SR B 415 JOTSER 20
SwindonTown ... 27 8 4 15 26 61 20
Southend United 21 8 -3 <17 40 e
Bristo! City o2l 615 - 16 R0 SO

EASTERN COUNTIES LEAGUE

R iWisD il F A Pts
Cambridge United 21 13 3 5 51 29 2%
Kings Lynn e d9 10 0 5 B8 DRCE0R
Gillingham Res. ... 22 I} 5156 i 445 350
Yarmouth Town... 20 ! 4 5 37 18 26
West HamUtd. A 23 12 2 9 37 45 26
Gorleston Doy b e i g S e e T
Arsenal *‘A™> .20 [] {13637 2396
Colchester U.Res. 21 11 2 8 34 31 24
Harwich&Park’n 20 8 7 5 48 36 23
Tott’ham Hot. A 20" "8i76° "6 35 9508
Eynesbury Rovers 20 {0 2 8 55 50 22
NorwichCityA... 20 9 4 7 43 40 22
Bury Town e g9 2 - 8 3636508
StowmarketTown 20 6 2 12 31 53 20
CiactonTown ... 20 4 4 2 24 50 |2
Lowestoft Town... 18 6 0 2 20 45 ‘|2
Chelmsford C. Res. 21 3 4 14 26 47 10
Crittall Athletic e 343 |~ 410
Chelsea A SE 22222 182065806

LONDON MID-WEEK LEAGUE

B WD ¢l F A Pts
Arsenal 9° -8 0 T 70ES G
Fulham o 6 2ELTHAT TIIEHIS
Portsmouth s 39 r 4 34 2527 AGis I
Tott’hamEotspur . 8 3 ..3 2 19 515 0k
Charlton Athletic 7 43 P A b S P
CrystaliPalage? 002" 2:72 #3&0E 2%¢ &
West Ham Utd..... .5, .21 0.3 &8 546 fnd
Queens Pk. R’grs 6 17 62 i3 RS
Watford FHier i) SAEe AT
Southend United 6 0 056 3180

*Tables include matches played Jan. 21.
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